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PREFACE. 


As  the  third  greatest  of  the  world's  republics, 
wherein  society  and  civilization  are  displayed  under 
somewhat  abnormal  aspects,  under  aspects  at  least 
widely  different  from  those  present  in  other  than 
Spanish -speaking  communities,  configurations  and 
climates,  races  and  race  intermixtures,  civil  and  re- 
ligious polities,  and  the  whole  range  of  mental  and 
physical  environment  being  in  so  many  respects  ex- 
ceptional and  individual,  Mexico  presents  a  study 
one  of  the  most  interesting  and  profitable  of  any 
among  the  nations  of  to-day. 

A  brilliant  though  unjust  and  merciless  conquest 
was  followed  by  the  enforcement  of  Spain's  institu- 
tions upon  the  survivors,  who  were  themselves  so  far 
advanced  in  arts,  industries,  and  intellectual  culture 
as  to  render  such  metamorphosis  most  disastrous. 
After  the  awful  success  of  Cortds,  Spain  neither  ex- 
terminated the  natives,  like  the  United  States,  nor  left 
them  in  their  aboriginal  independence,  like  the  fur- 
magnates  of  British  America.  Aiming  at  the  utmost 
kindness,  the  Spanish  government  fastened  on  body 
and  soul  the  iron  fetters  of  tyranny  and  superstition; 
aiming  at  liberty  and  humanity,  slavery  and  wrong 
were  permitted.    With  grants  of  land,  grants  of  men 
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and  women  were  made*  The  church  fought  valiantly 
against  the  evils  of  the  encomienda  system,  and 
against  the  cruelty  and  injustice  imposed  by  the  colo- 
nists upon  the  natives.  There  was  here  little  of  that 
wholesome  indifference  to  the  welfare  of  her  colonies 
later  manifested  by  England  with  regard  to  her  settle- 
ments in  America.  Spain's  American  possessions  be- 
longed not  to  the  Spanish  people  but  to  the  Spanish 
sovereign;  the  lands  and  the  people  were  the  king's, 
to  be  held  or  disposed  of  as  he  should  direct.  Hence 
among  the  people  were  encouraged  dividing  castes; 
commerce  was  placed  under  the  severest  restrictions, 
and  in  many  ways  it  became  clear  that  provinces  were 
held  and  governed  almost  exclusively  for  the  benefit 
of  the  crown.  And  so  they  remained,  Europeans  and 
Americans  intermingling  their  loves  and  hates  for 
three  hundred  years,  which  was  indeed  Mexico's  dark 
age,  two  civilizations  being  well  nigh  crushed  therein. 
Light  at  last  breaking  in  upon  the  people,  the  three 
centuries  of  viceregal  rule  were  brought  to  a  close  by 
their  taking  a  stand  for  independence,  such  as  their 
Anglo-American  neighbor  had  so  recently  achieved. 
And  now  during  these  latter  days  of  swift  progression 
Mexico  is  happily  aroused  from  her  lethargy,  and  is 
taking  her  proper  place  among  the  enlightened  nations 
of  the  earth,  to  the  heart-felt  joy  of  all. 

The  first  of  the  five  great  periods  of  Mexican  his- 
tory, embracing  the  aboriginal  annals  of  Andhuac,  has 
been  exhaustively  treated  in  the  fifth  volume  of  my 
Native  Races.  The  second  is  that  of  the  conquest  by 
Cortes;  the  third  covers  nearly  three  centuries  of  vice- 
regal rule  in  New  Spain ;  the  fourth  comprises  the  strug- 
gle for  independence  and  the  founding  of  the  republic; 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PREFACE.  tU 

and  the  fifth  extends  thence  to  the  present  time, 
including  as  salient  features  a  series  of  internal  revo- 
lutions, the  war  with  the  United  States,  the  imperial 
experiment  of  Maximilian,  and  the  peaceful  develop- 
ment of  national  industries  and  power  in  recent  years. 
It  is  my  purpose  to  present  on  a  national  scale,  and 
in  a  space  symmetrically  proportioned  to  the  impor- 
tance of  each,  the  record  of  the  four  successive  periods. 
The  conquest  of  Mexico,  filling  the  present  and 
part  of  another  volume,  has  been  treated  by  many 
writers,  and  in  a  masterly  manner.  In  the  three 
periods  of  Mexican  history  following  the  conquest 
there  is  no  comprehensive  work  extant  in  Eng- 
lish; nor  is  there  any  such  work  in  Spanish  that 
if  translated  would  prove  entirely  satisfactory  to 
English  readers.  Of  the  few  Spanish  and  Mexican 
writers  whose  researches  have  extended  over  the 
whole  field,  or  large  portions  of  it,  none  have  been 
conspicuously  successful  in  freeing  themselves  from 
the  quicksands  of  race  prejudice,  of  religious  feeling, 
of  patriotic  impulse,  of  political  partisanship;  none 
have  had  a  satisfactory  command  of  existing  author- 
ities; none  in  the  matter  of  space  have  made  a  sym- 
metrical division  of  the  periods,  or  have  appreciated 
the  relative  importance  of  different  topics  as  they 
appear  to  any  but  Spanish  eyes.  Yet  there  has  been 
no  lack  among  these  writers  of  careful  investigation 
or  brilliant  diction.  Indeed  there  is  hardly  an  epoch 
that  has  not  been  ably  treated  from  various  partisan 
standpoints. 

The  list  of  authorities  prefixed  to  this  volume 
shows  approximately  my  resources  for  writing  a 
HisTOEY  OF  Mexico.    I  may  add  that  no  part  of  my 
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collection  is  more  satisfactorily  complete  than  that 
pertaining  to  Mexico.  I  have  all  the  standard  his- 
tories and  printed  chronicles  of  the  earliest  times, 
together  with  all  the  works  of  writers  who  have  ex- 
tended their  investigations  to  the  events  and  develop- 
ments of  later  years.  On  the  shelves  of  my  Library 
are  found  the  various  Colecciones  de  DocumentoSy  filled 
with  precious  historical  papers  from  the  Spanish  and 
Mexican  archives,  all  that  were  consulted  in  manu- 
script by  Robertson,  Prescott,  and  other  able  writers, 
with  thousands  equally  important  that  were  unknown 
to  them.  My  store  of  manuscript  material  is  rich 
both  in  originals  and  copies,  including  the  treasures 
secured  during  a  long  experience  by  such  collectors 
as  Jos^  Marfa  Andrade  and  Jos^  Fernando  Eamirez; 
a  copy  of  the  famous  Archive  General  de  Mexico,  in 
thirty-two  volumes;  the  autograph  originals  of  Cd.rlo» 
Maria  Bustamante's  historical  writings,  in  about  fifty 
volumes,  containing  much  not  found  in  his  printed 
works;  the  original  records  of  the  earliest  Mexican 
councils  of  the  church,  with  many  ecclesiastical  and 
missionary  chronicles  not  extant  in  print;  and  finally 
a  large  amount  of  copied  material  on  special  topics 
drawn  from  diflferent  archives  expressly  for  my  work. 
Documents  printed  by  the  Mexican  government, 
including  the  regular  memorids  and  other  reports  of 
different  departments  and  officials,  constitute  a  most 
valuable  source  of  information.  Partisan  writings 
and  political  pamphlets  are  a  noticeable  feature  of 
Mexican  historical  literature,  indispensable  to  the  his- 
torian who  would  study  both  sides  of  every  question. 
Prominent  Mexicans  have  formed  collections  of  such 
works,  a  dozen  of  which  I  have  united  in  one,  making 
two  hundred  and  eighteen  volumes  of  Papeles  Varies, 
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some  five  thousand  pamphlets,  besides  nearly  as  many 
more  collected  by  my  own  efforts.  The  newspapers 
of  a  comitry  cannot  be  disregarded,  and  my  collection 
is  not  deficient  in  this  class  of  data,  being  particularly 
rich  in  ofiicial  periodicals. 

The  conquest  of  Mexico,  which  begins  this  history, 
has  the  peculiar  attractions  of  forming  the  grandest 
episode  in  early  American  annals  from  a  military 
point  of  view,  and  in  opening  to  the  world  the 
richest,  most  populous,  and  most  civilized  country 
on  the  northern  continent,  and  of  gradually  in- 
corporating it  in  the  sisterhood  of  nations  as  the 
foremost  representative  of  Latin -American  states. 
On  the  other  hand,  an  episode  which  presents  but  a 
continuation  of  the  bloody  path  which  marked  the 
advance  of  the  conquerors  in  America,  and  which 
involved  the  destruction  not  only  of  thousands  of 
unoffending  peoples  but  of  a  most  fair  and  hopeful 
culture,  is  not  in  its  results  the  most  pleasing  of  pic- 
tures. But  neither  in  this  pit  of  Acheron  nor  in  that 
garden  of  Hesperides  may  we  expect  to  discover  the 
foil  significance  of  omnipotent  intention.  From  the 
perpetual  snow- cap  springs  the  imperceptibly  moving 
glacier.  A  grain  of  sand  gives  no  conception  of  the 
earth,  nor  a  drop  of  water  of  the  sea,  nor  the  soft 
breathing  of  an  infant  of  a  hurricane;  yet  worlds  are 
made  of  atoms,  and  seas  of  drops  of  water,  and  storms 
of  angry  air-breaths.  Though  modem  Mexico  can 
.boast  a  century  more  of  history  than  the  northern 
nations  of  America,  as  compared  with  the  illimitable 
future  her  past  is  but  a  point  of  time. 
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Aguilera  Castro  Sotomajor  (J.   Michaelia  de)  and  Augustini  Bustamante, 

Palaestra  Theoldgica.    Mexico,  1790. 
Aguirre  (Josd  Maria),  Acusacion  que  el  Dr.  como  defensor  de  matrimonios  hizo 

ante  al  Supremo  Corte  de  Justicia.    Mexico,  1842. 
Aguirre  (Jo86  Maria),  Denuncia  y  acusacion,  que  el  0.  hizo  del  impreso  titu- 

lado.     [Mexico],  1827. 
Aguirre  (Josd  Maria),  Voto  del  ciudadano  sobre  el  proyecto  de  solenmidad. 

Mexico,  1831. 
Aguirre  (Joseph!  Saenz  de),  Collectio  Maxima  conciliorum  omnium  HispaniA 

etNoviOrbis.     KomsB,  1693-4.  folio.  4  vols. 
Aguirre  y  Espinosa  (J.  F.  de  Cuevas),  Extracto  de  los  autoe  de  diligencias,  y 

roconocimientos  de  los  rios  y  lagunas  de  la  capital.     Mexico,  1748. 
Aguirre  y  Espinosa  (J.  F.  de  Cuevas),  Informe  del  derecho  que  assiste  al 

Licenciado.    Mexico,  1741.  4to. 
Agurto  (Pedro  de),  Tractado  de  que  se  deben  administrar  los  Sacramentos, 

etc.     Mexico,  1573. 
Ahrens  (J.  B.  A),  Mexiko  und  Mexikanische.    GOttingen,  1866. 
Ahumada  (Juan  Antonio  de),  Kepresentacion  Politico  Legal,  que  haze  a  D, 

Phelipe  Quinto.    n.pL,  n.d.  4 to. 
Alaman  (Juan  B.),  Informe  en  derecho.     Mexico,  1860. 
Alaman  (Liicas),  Apuntes  para  la  Biografia.     Mexico,  1584. 
AUmiin  (Lucas),  Defensa  del  Ex-Mimstro  de  Eelaciones.     Mejico,  1834. 
Ala-mn-n  (Lticas),  Disertaciones  sobre  la  Historia  de  la  B«piiblica  Mejicana. 

M6jico,  1844-9.  3  vols. 
Alaman  (Lticas),  Exposicion  por  el  Duque  de  Terranova.    Mexico,  1828. 
Alaman  (Liicas),  Esposicion  que  hace  &  laCAmarade  Diputados.  Mexico,  1828. 
Alaman  (Lticas),  Esta  Memoria  sirve  de  Ap^ndice  a  la  Liquidacion  General  de 

la  Deuda  Ooutraida  por  la  Repdblica.     Mexico,  1848. 
Alaman  (Li&cas),  Historia  de  Mejico.     Mejico,  1849^2.     5  vols. 
AlATTiiLn  (Lt&cas),  Liquidacion  general  de  la  deuda  esterior.    Mexico^  1845. 
Alaman  (Lticas),  Noticias  Biogrdficas.    Mexico,  1853. 
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AlaTnan  (Ll&cas),  and  Franciaco  Lerdo  de  Tejoda.  Noticia  de  la  Vida  j 
eseritoa  del  R.  P.  Fr.  Man.  de  San  Juan  GriMMtomo.    Mexico,  1854.  4to. 

Alamos,  La  Voz  de.     Alamos,  1878  et  aeq. 

Alas  (Ignacio),  Elsposicion  que  dlrige  d  sua  Conciudadanoa.    Mexico,  1898. 

Alatorre  (AgustinFlores),  Contestacion dad* al Supremo Gobienia  Mexico, 
1850. 

AUtorre  (Francisco  Flores),  Manifiesto  del  Gobernador  de  Aguaacalientes  a 
coDsecuencia  de  la  suerra  de  Francia.     Aguaacalientes,  1^8. 

Albuenie  (Manuel  de),  Origen  y  Estado  de  la  causa  sobra  1a  Real  Orden  de  17 
Mavo  de  1810.    Cidiz,  1811. 

Album  Mexicano.     Mexico,  1849  et  seq. 

Alcala(FnuiciBcoXairierde),  Deacripcion  en  boeqnexo  de  laPvebU de  L.  A.  MS. 

Aloocer  (P.  Joseph  de),  Excelenciaa  de  la  archicofradi*  de  1a  Sa-n^—imj^  Trini- 
dad.    Mexico,  1738. 

Aldaiturreaga  (Juan),  Gabinete  de  leetura.     Morelia,  1860. 

Aldama  (B^r.  Fraocisco  Antonio),  Solicitud  de  una  canongia.    MS. ,  1786,  folio. 

Aldazoro  (Santiago),  Esposicion  preaentada  a  la  CAmara  de  Diputadoa.  Megico, 
1841. 

Alegacion  de  los  Derechos  que  por  parte  del  fiscal  del  Obispado  de  la  Puebla. 
Puebia,  1771.  4to. 

Alegre  (Francisco  Javier),  Historia  de  la  <>>mpafila  de  Jesus  en  Nuera  Espafia. 
Mexico,  1841.  3  vols. 

Alejandro  VI.,  Hula  del  Sto.  Padre  contra  la  Independencia  de  la  America. 
Mejico,  1823. 

Alerta  4  los  Mejicanos.    [Mexico],  1820. 

Alesna  (Ctodido),  Cuatro  cartas  que  en  desahogo  de  sn  amor  a  la  constitucion 
y  a  los  Americanos.    Mexico,  1820. 

Alfaro  y  Ochoa  (Josd  Antonio),  Loe  Tristes.    MS.  folio. 

Alfonso  el  Sabio,  Las  Siete  Partidas  del  Rey.     Paris,  1847.  4  vols. 

Algo  de  Mazones  6  sea  di^logo  entre  un  fil6sofo  y  una  maestra  de  amiga.  Mo- 
relia, 1850. 

Algodon,  Breve  memoria  del  ESstado.  Puebla,  1837;  E!sposicion  respetuosa. 
Pueblo,  1835;  Reflecsiones  sobre  la  prohibicion.     Mexico,  1835. 

Algnnas  Consideraciones  econdmicas  (dirigidas  al  £.  S.  P.  Y.  D,  L  I.  O)rro.) 
n.pl.  n.d. 

Algunas  Obeervaciones  Acerca  de  la  Conveniencia  de  Terminar  la  Presente 
Crisis.     Mexico,  1845. 

Algunas  Observaciones  sobre  la  Circular  del  Sefior  Rosa.    [Mexico,  1847.1 

Algunas  Observaciones  sobre  el  Optisculo  Intitulado  el  Lnperio  y  el  Qero 
Mexicano,  etc.     Mexico,  1865. 

Alison  (R.  £.),  To  the  Shareholders  of  the  Mexican  and  South  American  Com- 
pany.    London,  1856. 

Allen  (A.  C),  Algunas  reflexiones  sobre  el  privilegio  para  el  corte  de  maderas 
concedido.    Merida,  1861. 

Allen  (Charles),  Speech  in  U.S.  House  of  Rep.,  Jon.  23, 1852.    Washington,  1852. 

Allen  (Fred  H.),  Cort^ :  or  the  Discovery,  Conquest,  and  more  Recent  History 
of  Mexico.     Boston,  1882. 

Alleye  de  Cvprey,  Documentos  relativoe  d  lo  occurrido.    [Mexico],  1845. 

Allsopp  (J.  P.  C),  Leaves  from  my  Log-book.    MS. 

Almaraz  (Ramon),  Memoria  de  loe  trabajoe  ejecutadoe  por  la  comision  cientifica 
do  Pachuca,  1864.    Mexico,  1865. 

Ahnodoar  (Marcos  G.  de),  6  se  reforman  loe  frailes,  6  es  urgente  su  Extincion. 
Mexico,  1826. 

Almonte  (Juan  N.),  Proyectos  de  Leyes  sobre  Colonizacion.    Mexico,  1852. 

Al  Pueblo  Mexicano,  Relacion  de  las  causasoue  infiuyeron  en  los  desgraciados 
sucesos  del  dia  20  de  Aeosto  de  1847.    Mexico,  1847. 

Altamera  (M.  de),  Puntoe  del  parecer  que  el  Senor  Auditor  de  Guerra  espuso  al 
virey  conde  de  Fonclara,  1774.    MS. 

Altamirano  (Ignacio  Manuel),  Algunas  I^dabras  acerca  do  Mr  Wagner.  Mex- 
ico, 1862. 
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Altamirano  (Ignacio  Manuel),  Keyistas  literaiias  do  Mezioo.    Mezioo,  1868* 
Alyarado  (FruiciBoo),  Cartas  de  Fil<^fo  Rancio.    Mexico,  1851-2.   2  vols. 

folio. 
Alvarado  (Franciflco),  Cartas  filos<5fica8.     Mexico,  1853. 
Alvarado  (Ignacio),  Satisfaccion  que  da  al  pdblico.    Mexico,  1826. 
Alyarado  (Pedro  de),  Cartas  Varias  desde  1534  hasta  1541.    MS.  folio. 
Alyarez  (Antonio),  Manifestadon  que  haoe  al  pdUioo  el  ez-genoaL    SaltiUo^ 

1864. 
Alyarez  (Diego),  EI  ciudadano  General  &  sus  condudadanos.    Acapulco,  1868» 
Alvarez  (Francisco  de  Paula),  Santa- Anna  hasta  1822.    Guadalajara,  1844. 
Alvarez  (Januario),  Vindicacion  de.    Matamoros^  1844. 
Alvarez  (Juan),  Documentos  relatiyos  A  la  sublevacion  del  General    Mexico,. 

1835. 
Alvarez  (Juan),  Manifiesto  &  los  pueblos  cultos  de  Europa  y  Arnica.    Mex- 
ico, 1857. 
Alvarez  (Juan),  Manifiesto  con  motivo  de  la  Representacion  calumniosa  qu« 

unoB  emigrados  de  la  villa  de  Chilapa.    Mexico,  1845. 
Alvarez  (J.  J. )  and  R.  Duran,  Itinerarios  y  Derroteros  de  la  Repiliblica  Mex- 

icaua.    Mexico,  1856. 
Alyensleben  (Max.,  Baron  yon).  With  Maximilian  in  Mexico.     London,  1867. 
Alvires  (Josd  Manuel  T. ),  Reflexiones  sobre  los  Decretos  Episcopales  que  prohi- 

ben  el  Juramento  Constitucional,  1*  2»  y  3*  partes.     Mexico,  etc.,  1857. 

3  vols. 
Alzate  (J.  A.),  Memoria  en  que  se  trata  del  insecto  grana  6  oochinilla.    Mex- 
ico, 1831. 
Alzate  y  Ramirez  (Jos^  Antonio),  Diario  literario  de  Mexico.    Mexico,  1768* 
Alzate  y  Ramirez  (Jos6  Antonio),  Gacetas  de  Literatura  de  Mexico.    Mexico, 

1790-4.  3  vols.;  and  Puebia,  1831.  4yols. 
Alzate  y  Ramirez  (Josd  Antonio),  Memoria  sobre  la  naturaleza  cultivo  y  ben- 

eficio  de  la  Grana.    Mexico,  1777.     MS.  folio. 
Amadei  (Beat.),  Apocalypsis  nova  Sensvm.    MS.  [1650.]  folio. 
Amado  (F.  M.),  Compendio  de  la  historia  general  de  la  Iglesia.   Mexico,  1850» 
Amador  (Juan),  £1  iJespertador  de  los  Fandticos.     Aguascalientes,  1867. 
Amante  al  cumplimiento  de  nuestra  sabia  constitucion.     Mexico,  1820. 
Amarillaa,  Diano  notable  de  la  marquesa  de  las  Amarillas.     Mexico,  1757. 
America,  Pictorial  History  of  Remarkable  Events.    New  York,  1849. 
American  Confederation  and  Alliance.    Sketch  of  Politics,  etc.,  of  Western 

World.     Philadelphia,  1827. 
American  Inquiry  into  the  Plans,  Progress,  and  Policy  of  Mining  Companies* 

London,  1825. 
American  and  Mexican  Joint  CommiBsion.    Alfred  A.  Green  vs  Mexico. 

n.pl.,  n.d. 
Americano  (El. )    Mdjico,  1820  et  seq. 

Americano  (El),  Sincere  en  defensa  del  Seflor  Virey.     Mexico,  1820. 
Americanos,  Manifesto  de  los  que  residen  en  Madrid  d  las  naciones  de  hk 

Europa.    Mexico,  1820. 
Americanos  de  Buenos- Aires,  Contestacion  de  los  con  el  ministerio  Frances. 

Mexico,  1820. 
Amdricas  Vindicadas.  *  M^jico,  1820. 
Amigo  del  Pueblo.    Mexico,  1827  et  seq. 
Amigo  de  la  Religion,  2  de  Enero.    Mexico,  1840. 
Amnistia,  Dictdmen  de  la  mayoria  de  las  comisiones  sobre  la  iniciativa  de. 

Mexico,  1845. 
Amortizacion  de  la  moneda  de  cobre,  Comunicaciones  sobre.    Mex.,  1841; 

Proyecto  de  Ley  para  la.     Mex. ,  1841. 
Ampere  (J.  J.),  Promenade  en  Am^rique.  Paris,  1855.  2  vols.;  Paris,  1860.  2  vols. 
Ampudia  (Pedro  de),  £1  Ciudodano-General  ante  el  Tribunal  Respetable  de 

la  Opinion  Piiblica.     San  Luis  Potosi,  1846. 
Ampudia  (Pedro  de),  Manifiesto  fechodo  10  de  Julio  de  1846.     San  Luis 

Potosi,  1846. 
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Ampadia  (Pedro  de),  Muiifiesto  del  General  Ampndia.    Mexico,  1847. 
▲na  de  San  Franciaoo,  Bevelacion  que  tuvo   aobre  el   tumulto  de  15  de 

Enero  de  1624.     In  Doc.  Hist.  Max.,  aerie  ii.  torn.  iii. 
AnAhiiar>,  Gontrato  de  Aaociacion  para  la  Bepdblica  de  ioe  Estados  Unidoa 

del.     Guadalaxara,  1823. 
Anales  Msxicanoe  de  Giencias  y  literatara.    Mexico,  1860. 
Andliaifl  Critico  de  la  Gonstitacion  de  1836.     [Mexico,  1842.] 
AnAlima  del  Papel  Titulado  aviso  &  los  Seuores  Electores.     Mexico,  1821. 
Anaya  (Joan  Pablo),  Alocucion  d  sua  Gonciudadanoa.     Tabaaoo,  1840. 
Ancillon  (Fr^eric),  Melanges  de  Politique.     Paris,  1801. 
Anderson  (Adam),  Historical  and  (Ilhronological  Deduction  of  the  Origin  of 

Commerce.     London,  1801.  folio.  4  vola. 
Anderson  (Alex.  D.),  The  Tehuantepeo  Inter-Ocean  Railroad.     New  York. 

etc.,  1881. 
Andrade,  Documentos  aobre  la  evacuacion  de  San  Antonio  de  Bejar.     Mon- 
terey, 1836. 
Andrade  (Jose),  Memoria  sobre  el  cultivo  del  Algodon.    Mexico,  1865. 
Andrade  (Juan  J.  de),  Oalificacion  legal  de  la  conducta.     Mexico,  1838. 
Andrade  (Juan  J.  de),  ReYolucion  en  S.  Luis  Potoai  el  dia  14  de  Abril  de  1837. 

Documentos.     Mexico,  1837. 
Andrade  (Manuel),  Manifieato  de  nombramiento  de  0)mandante  general  da 

Chihuahua.     Mexico,  1840. 
Andrade  (Manuel),  Manifieato  que  el  ciudadano.    Mexico,  1840. 
Andrto    y  Alcalde   (Joaquin),  Manual   eatadistico   Histdrico-Politico,  etc 

Madrid,  1831. 
Anglo-Saxon  (The).     Chihuahua,  1847  et  aeq. 
Anioal  Cartaginenae  (£1).  n.pl.,  n.d. 
Afto  Nuevo  de  1837-40.  4to. 

Auaorena  (Joe^  Ignacio  de),  Defensa.    Mexico,  1850. 
Antepara   (Luis),  Defensa  legal  que  haoe  por  Don   Jos^  Gregorio  Aranik 

Mexico,  1827;  Mexico,  1829. 
Anteojo  del  Desengafio  (El).    Mexico,  1812. 
Antoneli  (Antonio  de),  Descripcion  de  Santiago  Papaaquiaro,  1793.     MS. 

folio. 
Antonelli  (Bautiata),  MemoriaJea  del  ingeniero  al  Conaejo  de  Indiaa  1509. 

In  Pacheco  and  C&rdenaa,  Col.  Doc.,  torn.  xiii. 
Antorcha.     Mexico,  1833  et  aeq. 
Antufiano  (E.  de),  Documentos  para  la  Hiatoria  de  la  Induatria  en  Mexico. 

Mexico,  1845.      . 
Antunano  (£.  de),  Economia  poUtica  en  Mexico.    Puebla,  1839-44.    [A  aeries 

of  essays.] 
Antufiano  (£.  de),  Insurreccion  Industrial.    Economia  Politica  en  Mexice. 

Puebhi,  1846. 
Antufiano  (E.  de),  Manifieato  aobre  el  Alflodon.     Puebla,  1833. 
Antufiano  (E.  de),  Memoria  breve  de  la  ^duatria  Manufacturera  de  Mexico* 

[Puebla,  1835.] 
Antufiano  (E.  de),  Mexicanoa !  I    El  primer  aaunto  de  la  Patria.     20  de  No- 

Tiembre,  1845.    [Puebla,  1845.] 
Antufiano  (E.  de),  Penaamientoa  para  la  regeneracion  induatrial  de  Mexico. 

Puebla,  1837. 
Antufiano  (E.  de),  Baciocinioa  para  un  pkm.     [Puebla,  1840.] 
Antoflano  (E.  de),  Beimpreaion  anotadacon  relacion  4  la  induatria  de  Mexico. 

Puebla,  1835. 
Ai^tufiano  (E.  de),  Teorla  fundamental  de  la  induatria  de  algodonea  en  Mexico. 

Puebla.  1840. 
A^Htnfiano  (B.  de),  Ventajaa  polfticaa  dvilea  fabrilea.     Puebla,  1837. 
Aazorena  (  Joad  Mariano  de),  Keapueata  de,  a  la  conteatacion  que  di6.    Mexico, 

1850, 
Aoust  (V.  d').  Coup  d*oeil  aur  la  topographie,  etc.,  du  Mexico.    Paris,  [1865.) 
Aoost  (V.  d'),  Sur  lea  aalurea,  etc.,  dea  laca  du  Mexico.    Paria,  [1865.] 
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Aparicio  (Manael  Ramirez),  Lob  Gonventos  saprimidcw en  M^jioo.  Menco,  1861 . 
Apologia,  Carta  que  en  defensa  do  la  Pastoral  del  Illmo  Sr  Dn  Francisco 

^vier  Lizana.    MS.  1803. 
Appello  Corbulacho  y  Gueyara  (J.  CilrloB),  Accentos  Morales.    Mexico,  1710. 
Apuntamientos  para  la  historia  de  lo  occurrido  en  el  ei^rcito.    Mexico,  1841. 
Apnntamientos  sobre  derecho  publico  eclesiistico.    Mexico,  1857. 
Apuntamientos  sobre  la  necesioad  de  promover  el  cultivo  del  azticar.  Mexico, 

1822. 
Apuntes  para  la  Historia  de  la  Querra  Enropea  con  Mexico.    Mexico,  1862. 
Aquino  (Nicolao  de),  Proceso  contra.    MS.     1575. 
A»n£0  y  Escandon  (Alejandro),  Acusacion  hecha  ante  la  ciLmara  de  Biputados. 

Mexico,  1850. 
Arango  y  Escandon  (Alejandro),  Frai  Luis  de  Leon.    Mexico,  1866. 
Aranzel  de  loe  derechos,  que  deben  percibir  loe  Escribanos  Mayores.    [Mex- 
ico, 1746.] 
Araujo  v  San  Ramon  (Pedro  Gonzales),  Impugnacion  de  algunos,  etc.,  ar- 

ticulos  del  cddiffo  de  Anarquia.     Megico,  1815. 
Arce  (Josd  Mariano  de).  Instruction  sobre  alcavalas.  Mexico,  1848.  MS.  foUo. 
Arce  (Manuel  Jos^),  Memoria  de  la  conducta  piiblica,  etc.     Mexico,  1830. 
Archicofradia  de  la  purisima  concepcion.    Mexico,  1819. 
Arcbicofradia  del  Arc^ngel  San  Miguel,  Gonstituciones.    Mexico,  1794;  4to. 

Mexico,  1838. 
Arco  Iris.    Vera  Cruz,  1847  et  seq.  folio. 
Arellano  (Emmanuele  de),  Elogia  selecta.     Mexico,  1755. 
Arellano  (Lorenzo),  Actos  Administrativos  del  Gobemador  de  Guanajuato. 

Mexico,  1848. 
Arellano  (Manuel  Ramirez  de),  Oracion  civica.     Mexico,  1859. 
Arellano  (Manuel  Ramirez  de),  Apuntes  de  la  Gompa&ia  de  Oriente,  1859. 

Mexico,  1859. 
Arellano  (Manuel  Ramirez  de),  La  Ley  de  1 2  de  Octubre  liltimo.     Mexico,  1865. 
Arellano  (Manuel  Ramirez  de).  Ultimas  horas  del  Imperio.     Mexico,  1869. 
Arenas  (Padre),  Gausas  que  se  ban  seguido  y  terminaao  contra  los  comprendi- 

doB.    Mexico,  1828. 
Argaiz  (Grcgorio  de),  Vida  y  Escritos.     Madrid,  1678. 
Argos  (El).     Mejico,  1820  et  se^. 

ArgUelles  (Diego),  Anuncio  &  mis  amigos.     Mexico,  1857. 
Arguixo  (Preab.  Alonso),  Cuestion  de  pessadumbre.     MS.  1652.  folio. 
Anas  (J.  de  Dies),  Resefia  Histdrica  de  la  formacion  operaciones  del  Ej^rcito 

del  Norte.     Mexico,  1867. 
Arispe  (Pedro  Joseph  Itodriguez  de),  Colosso  Eloquente  que  en  la  sol.  acla- 

macion  del  D.  Fernando  VI.  erigid  Mexico.     Mexico,  1748. 
Anspe  (Pedro  Joseph  Rodrigvez  de),  Relacion  de  lo  acaecido  en  la  celebridad 

de  el  jubilee.    Mexico,  1753. 
Arista  (Mariano),  Ecsdmen  de  la  Esposicion.    Mexico,  1841. 
Arista  (Mariano),  Manifiesto  que  bace  d  bus  conciudadonos.     Megico,  1839. 
Arista  (Mariano),  Obseryociones  sobre  la  cuestion  suscitada  con  motivo  de  la 

autorizocion  concedida.     Mexico,  1841. 
Arista  (Mariano),   Oficio  y  documentos  que  dirige  al  Grob.   de  Coahuila. 

Mexico,  1841. 
Arista  (Mariano),  Proclama.    Mexico,  1833. 

Arista  (Mariauo),  Al  Proyecto  para  el  arreglo  del  ej^rcito.     Mexico,  1848. 
Arista  (Mariano),  Resefla  HiBt6rica  de  La  Revolucion.     Mejico,  1835. 
Aristides,  La  Deuda  Estranjera.     Mexico,  1869. 
Anzaga  (Ignacio  Ramon  de),  Advertencias  Utiles.    Merico,  1764. 
Arizcorreta  (Mariano),  Informe  que  di<>  &  la  conusion.    Mexico,  1850. 
Arizcorreta  (Mariano),  Manifestacion  que  hace  al  piiblico.     [Mexico],  1849. 
Arizcorreta  (Mariano),  Respuesta  de  algunos.    Mexico,  1849. 
Arizpe  (toacio  de),  Contestacion  del  Gobemador  de  Coahuila.    Saltillo,  1841. 
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Mazatlan,  1870.  4to. 
Balmes  (Jaime),  Suma  de  civilizacion.     Guadalajara,  1843. 
Banco  Nacional  de  Amortizacion,  Gontestacion  de  la  Junta  Directiva  deL 

Mexico,  1841. 
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Beaumont,  Instruccion  del  Arzobiapado  de  Paria.     Mexico,  1822. 
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4sticos.     Mexico,  1852. 
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Belderrain  (Josd),  Exhortacion  Instmctiva.    Mexico,  1810. 
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Biblioteca  Mexicana  Popular  y  £con6mica.    Amenidades.    Mexico,  1851-2. 

2  vols.  Cosmos.  Mexico,  1851-2.  2  vols.  Kovelas.  Mexico,  1851-2.  2  vols. 
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Bienvenida  (Lorenzo  de),  Carta  al  Principe  Don  FeUpe,  Feb.  10, 1548.    In. 
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Billault,  The  French  in  Mexico.    London,  1863. 
Bingl^  (William),  Travels  in  North  America.    London,  1821. 
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Blake  (William  P.),  Description  of  the  various  Silver  Ores  and  Minerals. 
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Brooks  (N.  C. ),  A  Complete  History  of  the  Mexican  War.    Philadelphia,  1849. 
Brooks  (NoflJi),  The  Career  of  an  American  Princess.    In  Overhmd  Monthly, 

vol.  V.    1870. 
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Bostamante  (Cdrlos  Maria),  Diario  de  lo  especialmente  occorrido  en  Mexico, 

Sept  de  1841  4  Jonio  de  1843.     Mexico,  1841-3.     MS.  4to.  4  vols. 
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Galcedo  (J.  M.  Torres),  Union  Latino- Americana.    Paris,  1865. 
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Gamacho  Villavicencio  (Fr.  Mignel),  Dictdmen  de  Gonciencia     MS.  [1719.] 
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Conteatacionea  entre  el  Supremo  Gobiemo  y  el  Eacmo  Ayuntamiento.  Mexico, 

1843. 
Contra  loa  enemigoa  del  Begimiento  de  drdenea  militarea.     Mexico,  1821. 
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Cort^  (Heman),  Carta  tercera  de  RelaciO.     Seville,  1523. 
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C^idenas,  CoL  Doc.,  torn.  xiii. 
Cort^  (Heman),  La  Preclara  Narratione.     Venice,  1522. 
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Cort^  (Heman),  Von  dem  Newen  Hispanien.     Augspurg,  1550. 
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literorias.  Mex.,  1837;  [£1  dia  4  del  presente  mes,  etc.,  signed  Tacubaya 
23  de  Koviembre  de  1849.]  ^lex.,  1849;  Ensayo  de  una  Seismologia  del 
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Mayer,  MSS.     (A  collection  of  thirty  copies,  from  Mexican  archives.) 
Mayer  (Brantz),  History  of  the  Mexican  War.     New  York,  etc. ,  1848. 
Mayer  (Brautz),  Mexico  as  it  was  and  as  it  is.     New  York,  1844;  also  Balti- 

more,  1846;  and  Philadelphia,  1847. 
Mayer  (Brantz),  Mexico.    Aztec,  Spanish,  and  Bepublican.    Hartford,  1853. 

2  vols. 
Mayer  (Brantz),  Observations  on  Mexican  History,  etc.   Washington,  1856. 
Mayora  (Juan),  Belacion  dela  Vida,  etc. ,  de  Antonio  Herdofiana.    Mexico,  1758. 
Mayorga,  Derechos  sobre  tabaco  y  pulques.     Mexico,  1780. 
Mayorga  (Martin  de),   Proclamacion  [War  with  Great  Britain]  Jonio  20. 

Mexico,  1780. 
Mazariegos  (Mariano  Bobles  Dominguez  de),  Memoria  Histdrica  de  la  pio- 

vincia  de  Chiapa.    C4diz,  1813. 
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Mediiia  (Balthaaaar  de),  Chr6nica  de  la  Santa  Provincia  de  San  IMego  de 

Mexico.     Mexico,  1682.  folio. 
Medina  (Bait,  de),  Vida  de  Fray  Bernardo  Rodriguez.    Mex.,  1688;  Vida, 

Martyrio  j  Beatifioacion  del  invicto  Proto-Martyr  de  Japon  San  Felipe 

de  Jesus.     Mex.,  1683;    Madrid,  1751. 
Medina  y  Sarabia  (Joseph  Diego  de),  Escrito  en  respneeta  A  los  cargos  hechos 

al  capitan.     Mexico,  1712.    folio. 
Memmi  (Juan  Baptista),  Vida  del  padre  Francisco  Maria  Gallnzzi.    Mexico, 

1761.  4to. 
Memoria  Polltioo-InstmctiTa  enviada  desde  Filadelfia  en  Agosto  de  1821. 

Filadema,  1821;  Mexico,  1822. 
Memorial  Hist6rioo.     Mexico,  1846,  et  seq. 
Mena  (Frandsco  de),  Extracto  de  los  capltulos  de  bnen  gobiemo  en  la  America. 

n.d.     In  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenas,  Uol.  Doc.,  torn.  xi. 
Mendez  (Gregorio),  Reseua  Oficial  de  los  sucesos  del  Estado  de  Tabasco,  etc. 

Mexico,  1867. 
Mendez  (Jnan  Baptista),   Regla  y  constituciones  de  las  reglas  reUgiosas. 

Mexico,  1730. 
Mendez  (Luis),  Cddigq  Civil  del  Distrito  Federal.    Mexico,  1871.  4to. 
Mendez  (Santiago),  Presupnesto  de  un  Ferro-CJarril.    Vera  Craz,  1857. 
Mendibil  (Pablo  de),  Resiimen  Hist6rico  de  la  Revolncion  de  los  Estados  Uni- 

doe  Mejicanoe.    Londres,  1828. 
Mendieta  (Ger6nimo  de),  Historia  Eclesidstica  Indiana.     Mexico,  1870. 
Mendieta  <Ger6nimo  de),  Carta  al  Rey  Don  FeUpe  desde  Tolnca  en  8  de  Oct. 

de  15G5.     MS.   folio;  Correspondencia  con  varies  personages  deeds  1570 

A  1572.     MS.  folio. 
Mendizabei  (Francisco),  Carta  Edificante.     Mex.,  1842;  Representacion  que 

al  Soberano  Congreso  diriie.    Mex.,  1841. 
Mendizabal  (Pedro  Josef  de).  Sermon  en  el  30  de  Septiembre  de  1810.    Mex- 

ico,  1810. 
Mendo  (Andr^),  Oisis  de  la  Compafila  de  Jeans.     Mexico,  1765. 
Mendoza  (Antonio),  Carta  d  Juan  de  Aguilar.  In  Pacheco  and  C&rdenas,  Col. 

Doc.,  torn.  iii. 
Mendoza  (Antonio),  Carta  al  Emperador.    In  C]!artas  de  Indias. 
Mendoza  (Antonio),  Carta  al  Marques  de  Caniotte.     In  Cartas  de  Indias. 
Mendoza  (Antonio),  Carta  escrifca  al  Emperador  Carlos  V.  dandole  cuenta  de 

lo  ocurrido  en  los  territorios  de  su  mando.    In  Florida,  Col.  Doc. 
Mendoza  (Antonio),  Fragmento  de  la  Visita  hecha.   In  Icazbalceta,  Col.  Doc., 

tom..ii. 
Mendoza  (Antonio),  Provision  dada  per  el  virey  30  de  Nov.  de  1537.    In  Pa- 
checo and  Cardenas,  Col.  Doc.,  torn.  xii. 
Mendoza  (Antonio),  Relacion,  apuntamientos  y  avisos.    In  Pacheco  and  Cdr- 

denas.  Col.  Doc.,  torn,  vi  , 

Mendoza  (Antonio),  Relacion  de  la  jomada  qne  hizo  Francisco  de  Sandoval 

Acazitli.     In  Icazbalceta,  Ck)l.  Doc.,  torn.  ii. 
Mendoza   (Enfemeo),  Disertacion  presentada  al  Jurado  Respectivo  para  la 

Opoeicion  &  la  Plaza.     Mex.,  1872;  Nociones  de  cronologla  universal,  es- 

tractadas  de  los  mejores  au tores  de  Jalisco.    Guadalajara,  1868. 
Mendoza  (Javier  de).  La  Cuestion  de  Mejico  y  el  conde  de  Reus.    Madrid,  1859. 
Mendoza  (Juan  de),  Relacion  del  Santuario  de  Tecaxic.     Mexico,  1684. 
Mendoza  (E. ),  and  Manuel  A.  Romo,  Nociones  de  Oonologia  Universal   Mex- 
ico, 1874. 
^  Menonville  (Thiery  de),  Reise  nach  Guaraca  in  Nen-Spatden.    Leipzig,  1780. 
Menonville  (Thierv  de).  Traits  de  la  culture  du  Nopal.    Paris,  1787. 
Mensaoero  (El).     Mexico,  1877  et  seq. 
Mensajero  Espaftol  (El. )    Mexico,  1860,  et  seq. 
Mesa  (Francisco  de  Paula),  Breve  Manifestacion  qne  haee  al  pdblioo,  de  su 

conducta  como  Gobr  de  Quer^taro.     Mexico,  1849. 
Mesa  y  Leompart,  Comp^ndio  de  la  Historia  de  America.  Paris,  1870.  2  vols. 
Meseguer  (Francisco),  El  diablo,  discurso  que  en  la  catednd  de  Mexico,  1800. 
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M^todo  que  te  observa  oonstaatemente  en  Mexico,  etc.,  para  redbir  y  de> 

spachar  el  Galeon  de  Filipinas.    G4diz,  1763.     MS. 
Mexican  Affidn,  Papen  relatms  to.    Washington,  1865. 
Mexican  Bondholders,  General  Meetings.    London,  1850  et  seq. 
Mexican  Bondholders,  Reports  of  the  Committee.    London,  1850  et  seq. 
Mexican  G>mpany,  Report  of  Directors,  May  1, 1828.    London,  1828. 
Mexican  Constitutional  Government,  Decrees  inviting  American  emignnti' 

to  settle.    New  York,  1864 ;  San  Francisco,  1865. 
Mexican  Debt  Reports.    A  Collection.  3  vols. 
Mexican  Empire  (The)  and  the  American  Union.  n.pL,  n.d. 
Mexican  Finance  1852--6.     A  Collection. 

Mexican  Imperial  Street  RaihxMd  Company.    New  York,  1865. 
Mexican  Missionary  Association,  Its  Origin  and  Work.    New  York,  1871. 
Mexican  National  Debt  contracted  in  London.    London,  1860. 
Mexican  Ocean  Mail  and  Inland  Compajiy,  Reports.   New  York,  1853  et  seq^ 
Mexican   Pacific  Coal  and  Iron  Mining  and  Land  Company,  Proepecto. 

Nueva-York,  1856;  Exploring  expedition  to  the  States  of  Guerrero  and 

Michoacan,  185^7.  New  York,  1858. 
Mexican  Pamphlets.  A  Collection.  5  vols. 
Mexican  War.     A  Collection  of  U.  S.  Government  Documents,  Sccaps,. 

Pamphlets,  etc.  12  vols. 
Mexican  War,  Complete  History  of  the  late.  By  an  eye-witness.    New 

York,  1850. 
Mexican  War,  History  of  the  raising  of  the  first  American  flag  on  th» 

Capitol  of  Mexico.    Washington,  1856. 
Mexican  War,  Incidents  and  Sufferings  in  the.    Boston,  etc.,  1848. 
Mexican  War,  Messages  of  the  President  [30  Cong.  1st  Sess.  House  Ex.  60; 

Senate  Ex.  1].     Washington,  1847-8.  2  vols. 
Mexican  War,  Official  list  of  officers  who  marched  with  the  anny  under 

Scott,  etc.    Mexico,  1848. 
Mexican  War  Pamphlets.    A  Collection  of  30  pamphlets. 
Mexican  War  (The)  by  an  English  soldier.     New  York,  1860. 
Mexicanische  Typen  und  Ski:^n.     Berlin,  1870. 
MexicaniBche  Zustiinde  aus  den  Yahre  1830  bis  1832.    Stuttgart,  etc.,  1837.. 

2  vols. 
Mexicanos  (Los),  Descripcion  de  la  Reptiblica  de  Mexico.    n.pL,  n.d. 
Mexico.    London,  1846. 
Mexico.    San  Francisco,  1861. 

Mexico,  No.  1.  Shall  our  Government  Act,  etc.  n.pl.  n.d. 
Mexico,  No.  2.  Historical  and  Financial  Items.  n.pl.,  n.d. 
Mexico,  No.  3.    Biographical  Sketch  of  the  Constitutional  PMsident  JuaieZi. 

n.pl.,  n.d. 
Mexico,  Aboriffinal  History.     MS. 

Mexico,  Acta  del  Cabildo  celebrado  en  30  de  Mayo  de  1836.    Mexico,  1836. 
Mexico,  Acta  constitutiva  de  la  Federacion  Mexicana.     Mexico,  1824. 
Mexico,  Actas  del  Congreso  Constituyente  Mexicano.    Mexico,  1822-5.  10* 

vols. ;  also  Mexico,  1824-5.  4  vols. 
Mexico,  Actas  de  la  Junta  de  Minerla,  1846-7.    Mexico,  1858.    MS.  folio. 
Mexico,  Actas  Provinciales  de  la  Provincia  de  Santiago  de  Mexico,  etc.,  desde 

1540  hasta  1589.     MS. 
Mexico,  Acuerdo  de  la  Junta  de  gnerray  Real  Hacienda,  30  de  Abril  de  1 772.  MS. 
Mexico,  Al  pueblo  Mexicano,  Kelacion  de  las  causes  que  influeron  en  los  des- 

|p»>ciados  sucesos  de  20  de  Agoeto  1847.    Mexico,  1847. 
Mexico,  Anales  del  Ministerio  de  Fomento.     Mexico,  1854-5.    3  vols. 
Mexico,  Andlisis  de  la  Memoria  de  la  Comision  de  Hacienda.    Mex.,  1822v 

Analysis  of  Memorial  presented  by  Sec.  of  Trees,  to  1st  Const.  Cong,  of 

United  Mexican  States.    London,  1825. 
Mexico,  Anuario  de  Ordenes  Imperiales  1865.    Mexico,  1865,  folio. 
Mexico,  Arancel  general  de  Aduanas  Maritimas  y  Fronterizas.    Mexico,  1842 

et  seq. 
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Mezioo,  Arancel  ParroqnuJ.    MS.  1703.  folio. 

Mexico,  Aranzeles  de  los  Tribunales,  Jii2^;ado8  y  oficinaa  de  Jnsticia.    Mez* 

ico,  1759.  4to. 
Mexico,  ArchiTo  Mexicano,  Actas  de  las  Sesionee  de  C^bnaraa .     Mexico, 

1852.  2  Tols. 
Mexico,  Archivo  Mexicano,  Coleccion  de   Leyes,  I>ecreto«,  etc    Mexico, 

1856-^3.  7vok. 
Mexico,  Archivo  Mexicano,  Doomnentos,  Historia  de  Mexico.    Mexico,  1852. 
Mexico,  Arreglo  del  cuerpo  de  Artilleria.     Mexico,  1838. 
Mexico,  Auto  de  la  andiencia.     In  Doc.  Hist.  Mex.,  serie  ii.,  torn.  ilL 
Mexico,  Autos  de  la  real  audiencia  &  la  ciudad  y  su  respuesta  de  Marqute  de 

Gelves.     In  Doc.  Hist.  Mex.,  serie  ii.,  torn.  iiL 
Mexico,  Autos  sobre  ereccion  de  nneYoe  parroquias  de  Mexico.    In  Doc.  Hist. 

Mex.,  serie  ii.,  torn.  iii. 
Mezioo,  Ayuntamiento.    Acta  del  Gabildo  en  30  de  Mayo  de  1836.    Mexico, 

1836;  Ck>leccion  de  Documentos  Oficiales  relatives  al  Parian.     Mexico, 

1843;  Oontinuacion  de  documentos  d  la  cesacion.     Mexico,  1843;  Docu- 
mentos relativos  A  las  contestaciones  entre  el  supremo  Gobiemo  y  eL 

Mexico,  1843;  Manifiesto  al  publico  que  hace  el  de  1840.     Mexico,  1840; 

Manifiesto  del  do  1835  al  Pdblico  Mexicano.     Mexico,  1836;  Memoria  do 

los  Ramos  Municipales  31  de  Diciembre  de  1846.     Mexico,  1847;  Kegla- 

mento  de  la  Secretarla.     Mexico,  1844;  Representacion  que  hace  en  de- 

fensa    de    Industria    Agricola.    Mexico,   1841;   Representacion    sobre 

Distrito  Federal.     Mexico,  1825. 
Mexico,  Balanza  general  del  Comercio  Marituno.    Mexico,  1829. 
Mexico,  Bandos  publicados  &  conseqiiencia  de  Reales  Ordenes  y  c^ulas  de 

Su  Magestad,  etc.    Mexico,  1772. 
Mexico,  Bases  y  leyes  Constltucionales  de  la  Repdblica  Mexicana.    Mezioo, 

1837. 
Mexico,  Bases  Org^Uiicas  de  la  Reptiblica  Mexicana.    Mexico,  1843. 
Mexico,  Bases  sobre  las  que  se  ha  f  ormado  un  plan  de  Colonizacion  en  el  Ystmo 

de  Hoazacoalco,  etc.    Mexico,  1823. 
Mexico,  Battles  of.     New  York,  1847 ;  Kew  York,  1848. 
Mexico,  Bienes  de  la  Islesia.    Guadalajara,  1847. 
Mexico,  Boletin  de  las  leyes  del  Imperio  Mexicano  6  sea  o6digo  de  la  Restau- 

racion.     Mexico,  1863-5.     3  vols. 
Mexico,  Boletin  de  Noticias.    Mexico,  1844  et  seq. 
Mexico,  Boletin  Oficial.    Mexico,  1829  et  seq. 

Mexico,  Bosquejo  Hist6rico  de  la  Revolucion  de  tres  dias.     Mexico,  1828. 
Mexico,  Bosquejo  Ligerisimo  de  la  revolucion.     Philadelphia,  1822. 
Mexico,  Oabildo   Metropolitano  de  Gobemador  sede  Yacante.    MS.  181 L 

folio. 
Mexico,  Carta  del  cabildo  sobre  el  tumulto  de  15  de  Enero  de  1624.    In  Doc. 

Hist.  Mez.,  serie  ii,  tom.  iii. 
Mexico,  CuBa  de  sus  Magestades  1865.    Mexico,  1865. 
Mexico,  Gasas  de  Moneda,  Noticias  de  Acufiacion.    Mex.,  1879;  Ordenanzas 

que  para  el  manejo  y  gobiemo  del  apartado  de  oro^  etc.    Mex.,  1790. 
Mexico,  Causa  Instruida  contra  los  Placiarios  del  0.  Juan  Cervantes,  etc. 

Mexico,  1872. 
Mexico,  Ceremonial  para  la  Fiesta  Nacional  del  16  de  Setiembre  de  1866. 

Mexico,  1866.  4to. 
Mezioo,  Circular  sobre  nombramientos  1771-83. 
Mexico,  Circulares  y  Otras  Publicaciones  hechas  por  la  Legacion  Mexicana  en 

Washington  durante  la  Guerra  de  Intervencion  1862-^7.     Mexico,  1868. 
Mexico,  C6digo  C^vil  del  Imperio  Mexicano.    Mexico,  1866. 
Mexico,  C6digo  de  Comercio.    Mexico,  1854. 
Mexico,  O^igo  de  la  Reforma  6  coleccion  de  Leyes,  etc.,  desde  1856  hasta  1861. 

Mexico,  1861. 
Mexico,  C6digo  fundamental  de  los  Estados-Unidos  Mexicanos.   Mexico,  1847. 
Mexico,  Coleccion  completa  de  los  decretoe  generales.    Mexico,  1863. 
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Mexico,  Coleocicm  de  ooDBtitaGioiies  de  los  Estados   Unidos  Mezicanos. 
Mexico,  1828.  3  vok. 

Mexico,  Coleccion  de  decretoe  sobre  contribuciones  directes  y  papel  aellado. 
Mexico,  1842. 

Mexico,  Coleccion  de  dupoaiciones  relAtivaa  A  la  renta  de  Alcabalas.    Mexico, 
1853. 

Mexico,  Coleccion  de  Itinerarioev  Legoarioe.    Mexico,  1850. 

Mexico,  Coleccion  de  las  leyes,  decretoe  y  drdenes  1850-1,  1853-5.    Mexico, 
1850-6.  8  voU. 

Mexico,  Coleccion  de  Leyes  y  Decretos,  1839-41,  1844-8,  1850.    Mexico, 
1851-2.  6  vols. 

Mexico,  Coleccion  de  Leyes,  Decretos  y  Circnlaree  1863-67.    Mexico,  1867. 
3  vols. 

Mexico,  Coleccion  de  Leyes,  Decretos,  Circulaxes,  etc.,  relativas  &  ladesamor- 
tizacion.    Mexico,  1861.  2  vols. 

Mexico,  Coleccion  de  leyes,  decretos  y  reglamentoe,  slBtema  politico  del  Im- 
perio.    Mexico,  1865.  8  vols. 

Mexico,  Coleccion  de  los  decretos  espedidos  por  el  supremo  gobiemo.  Mex- 
ico, 1844. 

Mexico,  Coleccion  de  los  decretos  y  drdenes  de  las  C6rtes  de  Espafia.  Mex- 
ico, 1829. 

Mexico,  Coleccion  de  los  Docnmentos  relatives  al  prtetamo  de  medio  millon 
de  pesos.    Mexico,  1839. 

Mexico,  Coleccion  de  oficios  originales.    MS.  1779. 

Mexico,  Coleccion  de  Ordenes  y  decretos  de  la  Soberano  Junta.  Mexico, 
1829.  3  vols. 

Mexico,  Coleccion  de  Sentencias  pronunciadas  por  los  Xribunales  dela  Eepdb- 
lica  Mexicana.    Mexico,  1850. 

Mexico,  Colonias  Militares,  Proyecto.    Mexico,  1848. 

Mexico  como  Nacion  Independiente,  Descripcion.    Mexico,  1828. 

Mexico,  Condition  of  Affairs.    Waehin^n,  1866.  2  vols. 

Mexico,  Conducto  ilegal  del  Ministeno  de  Hacienda  en  sus  providencias. 
Mexico,  1841. 

Mexico,  Conq^Qest  of.    London,  n.d. 

Mexico,  Consideraciones  sobre  la  situacion  politica  y  social  de  la  Kepiiblica. 
Mexico,  1848. 

Mexico,  Consolidacion  de  la  ReptLblica  Mexicana.    Mexico,  1850-1.  3  vols. 

Mexico,  Constitucion  federal  de  los  Estados  Unidos  Mexicanoa.  Mexico, 
1824  et  seq. 

Mexico,  Constitucion  politica  del  Estado  de  Mexico.    Mexico,  1827. 

Mexico,  Constituciones.    A  Collection.  2  vols. 

Mexico,  Contestacion  &  la  nota  dirl^da  por  la  Junta  de  Colonizacion  6  Indus- 
tria.  Puebla,  1848;  Contestacion  do  la  Junta  Directiva  del  Banco  Na- 
clonal.  Mex.,  1841;  Contestacion  de  la  segunda  comision  de  Hacienda. 
Mex.,  1850;  Contestacion  en  derccho  de  Don  Est^ban  Diaz  Gonzalez. 
Mex.,  1830;  Contestacion  que  da  el  Ayuntamiento.  Mex.,  1840;  Contes- 
tacion que  da  la  Comision  de  Hacienda.  Mex.,  1825;  Contestaciones 
habidas  entre  el  gobiemo  Mexicano  y  el  comuusionado  de  los  Estados 
Unidos.  Mex.,  1847;  Contestaciones  habidas  entre  el  Seflor  Arzobispo 
y  el  Mimsterio  de  Justicia.    Mex.,  1855. 

Mexico,  Contrata  del  ramo  de  slumbrado  de  las  calles  de  la  Capital  federaL 
Mexico,  1835. 

Mexico,  Corporaciones  civiles  y  eclesiisticas,  Noticia  de  las  fincas.  Mexico, 
1856. 

Mexico,  Copia  de  una  carta  de  un  religiose  conventual  de  la  ciudad  de  Mexico 
dando  cuenta  del  tumulto  de  Junio  8  de  1692.  In  Doc.  Hist.  Mex., 
serie  ii.,  tom.  iii. 

Mexico,  Correspondencia  de  la  Legacion  Mexicana  en  Washington  durante  la 
Intervencion  Estranjera  1860-68.  Mex.,  1870;  Correspondencia  que  ha 
mediado,  Bafio  de  Caballos  Mayo 25, 1845.    Mex.,  1845;  Correspondencia 
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Se  ha  mediado  enire  la  Legadon  Extraord*  de,  y  el  Depto  de  Estado  da 
( Eflts  Unidos.    Phil.,  1836;  Correspondencia  que  ha  mediado  entre  el 

Ministro  de  Relaciones  y  la  Legacion  de  Fruicia.    Hex.,  1S45. 
Mexico,  Goeas.    Vera  Cruz,  1858. 
Mexico,  Cnademo  de  Fonnnluioa.    Mexico,  1840. 
Mexico,  Gaenta  de  la  percepcion,  distribucion  6  inversion  de  loe  diez  millonea 

de  pesoe  qne  prodnjo  el  tratado  de  MesiUa.    Mexico,  1855. 
Mexico,  Gueation  de  Mejico,  si  la  monarqnia  oonstitucional.    Madrid,  1862; 

Cneeiion  relativa  A  la  provision  de  OSispados.     Mex.,  1850. 
Mexico,  Declaraciones  eobre  el  tumulto.    In  I)oc.  Hist.  Mex.,  serie  ii.,  torn.  ii. 
Mexico,  Decreto  (A  very  large  number  quoted  by  date,  subject,  or  authority). 
Mexico,  Defensa  Jurldica  por  el  venerable  Dean  y  cabUdo,  etc.  Mexico,  1741. 

MS. 
Mexico,  DerechoB  Mezicanos  en  6rden  d  loe  Agentes  oomerciales.   Vera  Cruz, 

1859. 
Mexico,  Derechoe  reales  de  la  Alcabala.    Mexico,  1805.  folio. 
Mexico,  Descargos  del  Maraud  de  Gelves  &  loe  cargoe.    MS.  folio. 
Mexico,  Description  of  the  Republic.     Philadelphia,  1846. 
Mexico,  Destierro  del  Arzobispo.    In  Doc.  Histw  Mex.,  serie  ii.,  torn.  ii. 
Mexico,  Diario  de  la  Junta  Nacional  Instituyente.     Mexico,  1822  et  seq. 
Mexico,  Diario  del  Gobiemo  de  la  Repiiblica  Mexicana.   Mexico,  1840  et  seq. 
Mexico,  Diario  de  las  Sesiones  de  la  Junta  Provisional  Gubemativa  del  Im- 

perio  Mexicano.    Mexico,  1821  et  seq. 
Mexico,  Diario  del  Imperio.     Mexico,  1865  et  seq. 
Mexico,  Diario  OfidaL    Mexico,  1870  et  seq. 
Mexico,  Dictdmen  (Several  hundred  reports  of  Gommittees  of  State  and 

National  Governments  cited  by  date  and  topic). 
Mexico,  Die  Auswanderung  nach  Mexico,  etc.    Xeipzig.     n.d. 
Mexico,  Diferencias  entre  Franciscanos  y  Guras  Pdrrocos.     MS. 
Mexico,  Direccion  General  de  la  Industria  Nacional.     MS. 
Mexico,  Discurso  pronunciado  ante  el  Gongreso  Creneral  por  Jos^  Herrera. 

Mexico,  1845. 
Mexico,  Discurso  pronunciado  por  el  Presidente  1*  de  Enero  de  1852.  Mexico, 

1852. 
Mexico,  Discurso  pronunciado  por  el  Presidente  15  de  Oct.  de  1852.    Mexico, 

1852. 
Mexico,  Disposiciones  legales  y  otros  documentos  relatives  &  prohibicion  de 

Impresos.     Mexico,  1850. 
Mexico,  Documentos  Eclesi^icos.     MS.  folio.  5  vols. 
Mexico,  Documentos  impoiiiantes  tornados  del  Espediente  instmido.  Mexico, 

1826. 
Mexico,  Documentos  impresos  por  acuerdo  del  Supremo  Poder.  Mexico,  1840. 
Mexico,  Documentos  justificativossobre  la  inversion  de  los  fondos  pedidos  d  la 

Junta  directiva  de  Gr^dito  Piiblico.     Mexico,  1851. 
Mexico,  Documentos  que  publica  la  Direccion  de  Golonizacion  6  Industria. 

Mexico,  1848. 
Mexico,  Documentos  referentes  d  la  cuestion  agitada  en  estos  tLltimos  dias 

sobre  si  los  nombramientos  de  Jueces  MiUtares.     Mexico,  1852. 
Mexico,  Documentos  relatives  d  la  aperturade  comunicacion  de  Tehuantepec. 

Mexico,  1852. 
Mexico,  Documentos  relatives  d  las  tUtimas  ocurrencias  de  Nueva  Espafia. 

Madrid,  1821. 
Mexico,  Documentos  relatives  al  decreto  sobre  provision  de  las  magistraturas 

vacantes.     Mexico,  1846. 
Mexico,  Dos  Afios  en  Mexico.    Mexico,  1840. 
Mexico,  Dos  Alios  en  Mejico  6  memerias  criticas.    Valencia,  1838. 
Mexico,  Draft  for  a  Gonvention.    Washington,  1861. 
Mexico,  Dramas.    MS. 
Mexico,  Edicto  del  Presidente  y  cabildo  Metropolitano  Qobemador  del  Azzo* 

bispado.    Mexico,  1830. 
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Mezioo,  Edicto  sobre  pago  de  Primicias.    MS. 

Mezioo,  El  Alcalde  primero  del  Aytmtamiento  publica  U  manif ertAcion  qae 

hizo.    Mexico,  1840. 
Mexico,  El  Gongreso  de  1842.    Morelia,  1842. 
Mexico,  El  Imperio  y  la  Intervencion.    Mexico,  1867. 
Mexico,  El  Virey  de  Kaeva  Espafia  Don  Felix  M.  Galleja  &  raa  habitantes* 

Mexico,  1814. 
Mexico  en  1847.    Mexico,  1847. 
Mexico,  Encarnadon  priaonen.    Loniaville,  1848. 
Mexico,  Escalafon  General  de  ArtiUeria.    Mex.,  1839;  Escalafon  Qeneral  del 

Ej^rcito.    Mex.,  1843;  Escalafon  Qeneral  de  todaa  Armas  del  Ej^rdto. 

Max.,  1845. 
Mexico,  Escudo  de  Armas.    In  Figneroa,  Vindicias.    MS. 
Mexico,  Estado  Mayor  GraL  del  Ej^rcito,  Escalafon.    Mexico,  1854. 
Mexico,  Estatato  Org&nico  Provisional  de  la  Repiiblica  Mexicano.    Mex., 

1856;  Estatato  para  el  lUeimen  de  Plana  Mayor  del  Ej^cito.     Mex., 

1839;  Estatuto  provisional  del  Imperio  Mexicano.    Mexico,  1865. 
Mexico,  Estatntos  de  la  Compafiia  de  Colonizacion  Asidtica.    Mex.,  1866; 

Estatntos  de  la  Compafiia  del  Ferro-carril  de  Orizava  A  Vera  Gnu.   Mex., 

1861. 
Mexico,  Espediente  con  dos  acuerdos  del  Senado  sobre  convenciones  diplo- 

mAticas.     Mexico,  1852. 
Mexico,  Expediente  instmido  en  el  Ministerio  de  Relaciones  Esteriores  del 

Gobiemo  GonstitucionaL    Vera  Croz,  1860.  4to. 
Mexico,  Exposicion  (Several  hundred  by  various  commissions  and  individuals 

on  different  topics). 
Mexico,  Expulsion  del  Arzobiepo.    In  Doc.  Hist.  Mex.,  serie  ii.,  torn.  ilL 
Mexico,  Extractos  de  G^ulas  en  los  archives  de  la  Ciudad.     MS.  folio. 
Mexico  fiel  y  valiente  en  el  crisol  que  la  pusieron  los  insurgentes.    Mexico» 

1810. 
Mexico,  Forcible  abduction  of  a  citizen  of  the  U.  S.    Washington,  1851. 
Mexico,  FranclBcanos  y  quejas  de  Indios.    MS.  1672.  folio. 
Mexico,  Gaceta  del  Gobiemo  Supremo.    Mexico,  1826  et  seq. 
Mexico,  Hacienda,  1845-52.    A  Collection.  6  vols. 
Mexico,  Historia  de  la  Kevolucion  de  Mexico  contra  la  Dictaduxadel  General 

Santa- Anna.     Mexico,  1856. 
Mexico,  Hostilities  by  (29  Cong.  1st  Sess.  House  Ex.  Doo.  196).    Washing- 
ton, 1846. 
Mexico,  Important  official  Documents,    n.pl.,  n.d. 
Mexico  in  1842.    New  York,  1842. 
Mexico,  Indemnities,  Convention  of  Jan.  30,  1843  (28  Cong.  2d  Sess.  Sen.  ' 

Doc  81).    Washington,  1845. 
Mexico,  Indicacion  del  origen  de  los  estravios  del  Cong.  Mex.    Mexico,  1822.  I 

Mexico,  Informacion  sobre  el  tumulto.    In  Doc.  Hist.  Mex.,  serie  iL,  tom.  ii. 
Mexico,  Informe  (A  verv  large  number  of  reports  by  various  committees,  j 

corporations,  and  individuals  on  different  topics  and  of  different  dates). 
Mexico,  Iniciativa  del  Gobiemo  para  la  demarcacio9  de  la  linea  de  Comercio  i 

libre.     Mexico,  1852. 
Mexico,  Iniciativa  que  la  Exma  Junta  Departamental  baoe  al  Congreso  \ 

General.    Mexico,  1839.  I 

Mexico,  Instruccion  de  los  oomisionados  de  la  Direcdon  GeneraL    Mexico* 

1783.  .  I 

Mexico,  Instruccion  del  Rey.    In  Pacheoo  and  Cdrdenas,  CoL  Doc.,  tom.  xii. 
Mexico,  Instruccion  para  la  pribtica  de  los  padrones  que  se  han  de  fonnar.  | 

Mexico,  1853. 
Mexico,  Instruccion  para  que  los  admimstradores  de  aduanas  hagan  la  legitima  I 

exaccion.    Toluca,  1835.  > 

Mexico,  Instruccion  Provisional  A  que  han  de  arreglsrse  las  Comisariaa  Gen*  | 

erales.    Mexico,  1824.  I 

Mexico,  Its  present  Government  and  its  Political  Parties.    Washington,  1860L,,  I 
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Mexico,  Jmcio  Impftrdal  aobro  los  AoontectmicDtos  en  182S-29.    New  York. 

etc.,  1890. 
Hezioo,  La  Intervencion  Enropea  en  Mexico.    Filadelfia,  1859. 
Mexico,  La  Intervencion  y  la  Monarqnia.     Washington,  1862. 
Mexico,  La  Liey.  Toluca,  1871  et  leq. 
Mexico,  Legisiacion  Mejicana,  Colecdon  oompleta  de  las  Leyes  1848-^. 

Mejlco,  1855-6.  12vok. 
Mexico,  Ley  decretada  por  el  Gongreso  general  estableciendo  nn  impueato. 

Mexico,  1844. 
Mexico,  Ley  de  4  de  Nov.  de  1848sobre  arreglo  del  ej^rcito.     Mexico,  1848. 
Mexico,  Ley  de  Preeapuestos  Qenerales  de  la  Bepdblica  Mexicana  1861. 

Mexico,  1861. 
Mexico,  Ley  orgdnica  de  la  gnardia  de  segoridad. 
Mexico,  Ley  orgdnica  de  la  Gnardia  NacionaL     Mexico,  1857. 
Mexico,  Ley  para  al  arreglo  de  la  Admin,  de  Jnsticia.     Guadalajara,  1837. 
Mexico,  Ley  penal  para  los  Desertores  del  Ej^rcito.    Mexico,  1839. 
Mexico,  Ley  penal  para  los  Empleados  de  Hacienda.    Mexico,  1853. 
Mexico,  Ley  que  arregla  la  renta  del  papel  sellado  y  los  usos  de  esta  decretada 

en  14  de  Feb.  de  1856.    Mexico,  1856. 
Mexico,  Ley  qne  arregla  las  procedimientoa  Jndiciales.    La  Paz,  1867. 
Mexico,  Ley  sobre  derechos  y  observaciones  parroquiales.     Mexico,  1857. 
Mexico,  Ley  sobre  Libertad  de  Cultos.    Mexico,  1861. 
Mexico,  Leyes  4  las  que  ba  debido  arreglarae  la  eleccion  de  los  Supremos 

Poderes.     Mexico,  1848. 
Mexico,  Leyes,  Decretos  y  Convenios  Relatives  4  la  deuda  estrangera.    Mex- 
ico, 1848. 
Mexico,  Lista  pormenorizada  de  los  dafios,  etc.    MS. 
Mexico,  Maniiestacion  de  las  actas  de  las  diacusiones,  etc.    Tlalpam,  1829. 
Mexico,  Manifestacion  que  faace  si  piiblico  la  comision  nombrada  por  los  acre* 

edores  de  Minerla.    Mexico,  1850. 
Mexico,  Manifestacion  que  el  Exmo  Ayuntamiento  bace  al  pt!iblico,  contratas, 

de  limpia  de  ciudad.    Mexico,  1834. 
Mexico,  Manifestacion  que  la  Exma  Junta  Departmental  de  Mexico.  Mexico, 

1837. 
Mexico,  Manifiesto  de  la  C4mara  de  Diputados  en  la  legislatura  de  1831  y 

1832.     Mejico,  1832. 
Mexico,  Manifiesto  del  Gonj^reso  General  en  el  presente  Alio.    Mexico,  1836. 
Mexico,  Manifiesto  del  Gobiemo  Constitutional  &  la  Nacion.  Golima,  1859. 
Mexico,  Manifesto  del  Supremo  Tribunal  de  Guerra.    n.pL,  n.d. 
Mexico,  Manifiesto  del  Supremo  Tribunal  de  Guerra  y  Marina.  Mexico,  1848. 
Mexico,  Memoria  de  Plumages.  In  Pacheco  and  Gdrdenas,  Col.  Doc.,  torn.  xii. 
Mexico,  Memorias  (Regular  Reports  of  the  different  government  departments; 

Agricnltnra,   Fomento,  Guerra,  Hacienda,  Interior,  Justicia,  Marina, 

Relaciones  Exteriores,  etc.,  from  1822  to  latest  date;  a  complete  set 

cited  by  dates). 
Mexico,  Memorandum  de  los  Kegocios  Pendientes  entre  Mexico  y  Espafia. 

Poissy,  1857. 
Mexico,  Memorial  de  lo  sucedido  en  la  ciudad  de  Mexico  desde  el  dia  primero 

de  Kouiembre  de  1623,  hasta  quinze  de  Enero  de  1624.    Mexico,  1624. 

folio. 
Mexico,  Mensaffe  del  Presidente.    [Cited  bv  dates.] 
Mexico,  Merced  de  S.  M.  de  las  cosas  arzobiBpales  al  Obispo  D.  Fr.  Juan  de 

Znmlrraga  y  bus  sucoesores  para  siempre  jamas.    In  Doc.  Hist.  Mex., 

serie  ii.,  torn.  iii. 
Mexico,  Notes  made  in  1822.  Philadelphia,  1824. 
Mexico,  Noticia  Hist6rica  de  Infanteria.    Mexico,  1840. 
Mexico,  Noticia  Hist6rica  delos  Cuerpos  de  Gaballerla.    Mexico,  1840. 
Mexico,  Noticias  de  la  dudad.    Mexico,  1855. 
Mexico,  Noticias  de  Mexico  y  bus  contomos.    MS.  folio. 
Mexico,  Obeervacionea  generdea  sobre  Oaminosde  Hieiro.  KodTa  Tork,  1833. 
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Mexico,  Observaciones  que  haoe  el  ejecutivo  al  Proyecto  de  Aianoel  de  Adiui- 

xuuB.    Mexio,  1870. 
Mexico,  Obeervadones  que  aobre  el  proyecto  de  Bases.   Guadalajara,  1843. 
Mexico,  ObBervacionea  sobre  la  Influencia  del  Comercio  Estiungero.    Mexico, 


Mexico,  Obeervaciones  sobre  las  facultades  del  Congreso  Constitnyente.  Hal* 

pam,  1830. 
Mexico,  Observadones  sobre  reformas  &  las  leycs  constitncionales.    Mexico, 

1841. 
Mexico,  Observations  on  the  origin  and  conduct  of  the  war  with.   New  York, 

1847. 
Mexico,  Occupation  by  French  troops.    Message  of  the  President,  Dec.  21,. 

1865. 
Mexico,  Ordenanza  de  la  division  de  la  nobilisima  ciudad  de  Mexico  en  quar<^ 

teles.     Mexico,  1782.  folio. 
Mexico,  Ordenanza  de  la  renta  del  Tabaco,  24  de  Agosto,  1846.  Mexico,  1846, 
Mexico,  Ordenanza  del  rsmo  de  cames.     Mexico,  1850. 
Mexico,  Ordenanza  general  de  Aduanaa  Maritimas  y  fronterizas.    Mexico,  1856. 
Mexico,  Ordenanza  militar  para  el  regimen,  disciplina,  etc.,  del  Ej4rcito. 

Mexico,  1833.  3  vols. 
Mexico,  Ordenanza  militar  provisional  que  debe  observar  el  cuerpo  de  patriot 

tas.     Mexico,  1810. 
Mexico,  Ordenanzas  de  esta  nobilissima  ciudad.    Mexico,  1775.    MS.  folio^ 
Mexico,  Ordenanzas  de  la  fiel  executorla  f  ormadas  por  la  ciudad  de  Mexico.. 

Mexico,  1730.  folio. 
Mexico,  Ordenanzas  de  Loterfa.     Mexico,  1844. 
Mexico,  Ordenanzas  para  el  regimen  de  los  tenderos  y  tiendaa  de  pulperia.. 

Mexico,  1758.  fol. 
Mexico,  Ordenanzas  que  se  han  de  observar  y  euardar  en  la  muy  nobilisima  y 

leal  ciudad  de  Mexico.     [Mexico,  1729.]  ^lio. 
Mexico,  Pamphlets.    A  Collection. 
Mexico,  Papeles  Varios.     A  Collection. 
Mexico,  Papers  relating  to.     Washington,  1866. 
Mexico,  Peri6dico  Oficial.    Mexico,  1863  et  seq. 
Mexico,  Piezas  Justificativas  del  Arreglo  de  la  deuda  Estema  de  Mexico. 

Mexico,  1849. 
Mexico  Plausible  con  la  Triumphal  demonstracion.     Mexico,  1711. 
Mexico,  Present  Condition.     Messages  of  the  President  of  the  U.  S.,  April 

14,  1862,  Jan.  20,  1867.    Washmgton,  1862,  1867.  2  vols. 
Mexico,  Presupuesto  del  Ministerio  de  Guerra  y  Marina  V  Julio  de  1851  k^ 

30  de  Jumo  de  1852.     Mexico,  1852.  folio. 
Mexico,  Presupuesto  del  Ministerio  de  Hacienda  de  1*"  Jul.  de  1851  d  30  d» 

Junio  de  1852.     Mexico,  1852.  folio. 
Mexico,  Presupuesto  del  Ministerio  de  Justicia,  etc.,  del  1*  de  Julio  de  1851 

d  30  de  Jul.  de  1852.     Mexico,  1851.  foUo. 
Mexico,  Presupuesto  del  Ministerio  de  Belaciones,  etc.,  1849,  1*  de  Julio  de- 

1851  d  30  de  Junio  de  1852.     Mexico,  1849,  1851.  folio.  2  vols. 
Mexico,  Presupuesto  de  los  gastos  que  en  un  mes.    Mexico,  1850. 
Mexico,  Proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  New  York  to  express  sym- 
pathy, etc.,  for  the  Mexican  republican  exiles.    New  York,  1865. 
Mexico,  Proceso  instructivo  formado  por  la  seccion  del  Gran  Jnrado  de  la. 

cdmara  de  diputados.     Mexico,  1833. 
Mexico,  Providenciaa  Diocesanas  de  Mexico.    MS.    n.pl.,  n.d. 
Mexico,  Proyecto  de  Basis  de  Orcanizacion;  de  Constitucion;  de  Ley,  etc, 

etc.     (A  very  large  number  of  important  bills  introduced  before  Meodcaa 

Congress.    Cited  by  topic  and  date. ) 
Mexico,  Puntoe  del  parecer  que  el  Seuor  Auditor  de  gueixa,  etc.,  en  4  de  Julio- 

del744.    MS.  foUo. 
Mexico,  Bazon  de  los  i>rMamos  que  ha  negociado  el  Supremo  Gobiemo  de  la. 

Federacion.    Mexico,  1829.  loUo. 
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Mezioo,  Reales  AzanzeleB  de  los  miniBtroa  do  U  Real  Audienda.    Mexico,. 

1727.  folio. 
Mexico,  Recollectioiis  of,  and  the  battle  of  Buena  ViBta,  by  an  Engineer 

Officer.    Boston,  1871. 
Mexico,  Reflexiones  importantes  al  bien  y  beneficio  de  la  Hacienda,  etc. 

Mexico,  1845. 
Mexico,  Reflexiones  importantes  sobre  la  inconvenienda  del  contrato.     Mex* 

ico,  1849. 
Mexico,  Reflexiones  sobre  el  acaerdo  del  Senado,  adopcion  del  sistema  de  par- 

tida  doble.     Mexico,  1850. 
Mexico,  Reflexiones  sobre  el  nuno  de  Alcabalas.    Mexico,  1848. 
Mexico,  Reflexiones  sobre  la  Indenendencia.     Guadalajara,  1821. 
Mexico,  Reglamento  de  Aduanas  Maritinias.     Mexico,  18^.  4to. 
Mexico,  Reglamento  de  la  casa  de  Moneda.     Tlalpan,  1827. 
Mexico,  Reglamento  de  la  Direccion  de  Colonizacion.     Mexico,  1846. 
Mexico,  Reglamento  de  la  Milicia  Activa  y  General  de  la  Civica.    Mejioo, 

1833. 
Mexico,  Reglamento  del  Archivo  general  y  pdblico  de  la  Kacion.    Mexico, 

1846. 
Mexico,  Reglamento  del  cuerpo  de  cosecheros  de  Tabaco.    Mexico,  1842. 
Mexico,  Reglamento  del  Teatro  de  Mex.  Ap.  11.  1786.    [Mexico,  1786.] 

folio. 
Mexico,  Reglamento  6  instmccion  para  los  presidios.    Mexico,  1834.  folio. 
Mexico,  Reglamento  general  de  la  libertad  de  imprenta.     Mexico,  1827. 
Mexico,  Reglamento  interino  y  Proyisional  para  la  Conusarla  Central  de  Guer- 

ra  y  Maiina.     Mexico,  1825. 
Mexico,  Reglamento  para  el  corso  de  particnlares  en  la  presente  gaerra.  Mex- 
ico, 1846. 
Mexico,  Reglamento  para  el  establecimiento  de  las  colonias  militares  del 

istmo  de  Tehuantepec.    Mexico,  1851. 
Mexico,  RegUunento  para  el  gobiemo  interior  del  Congreso  GeneraL   Mexico, 

lo4o. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  el  Gobiemo  interior  de  la  Suprema  Corte  mardal. 
Mexico,  1837. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  el  Gobiemo  interior  de  los  tribunales  snperiores. 
Mexico,  1838. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  el  gobiemo  interior  y  econ6mico  de  la  Secretaria  de 
Estado.     Mexico,  1852. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  el  Supremo  Tribunal  de  Justicia  del  Estado.  Mex- 
ico, 1825. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  la  administracion  y  contabilidad.    Mexico,  1867. 
.  Mexico,  Reglamento  para  la  Gomunicacion  por  la  via  Inter-Ocednica  de  Te- 
huantepec.   Mexico,  1857. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  la  Guardia  Nacional.     Mexico,  1846. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  la  seccion  superior  de  los  distritos  de  Hacienda, 
Mexico,  1852. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  la  Tesoreria  general.    Mejico,  1831.  4to. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  para  los  Servicios  de  Honor  y  ceremonial  de  la  Corte. 
Mexico,  1866. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  Provisional  para  las  fnnciones  y  servicio  del  Estado 
Mayor.     Mexico,  1823.  4to. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  que  han  de  obseirar  el  juez,  el  administrador  Tesorero, 
el  contador  de  los  jnzgados  de  Acordada  y  Bebibas  prohibidas.  Mexico, 
1790.  foUo. 

Mexico,  Reglamento  y  Arancel  de  Corredores  para  la  plaza  de  Mexico. 
Mexico,  1854. 

Mexico,  Reglainentoe  de  los  Gabinetes  CiyU  y  militar  del  Empenulor.  Puebla, 
1865.  S>]io. 

Mexico,  Relacion  de  los  Conqnistadores.    In  Boc.  In^.,  torn.  i. 

Mexico,  Relacion  del  estado  en  qae  el  Marques  de  Gelnes  halld  los  Reynos  de 
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la  Kueva  Espafia.    Madrid,  1828;  Relacion  del  principio  y  ca  jsa  ^el  Al- 

▼oroto.  MS.  folio;  Relacion  particular  j  deecripcion  de  toda  la  provincia 

del  Santo  Eyangelio.    MS.  folio;  Relacion  Svmaria  y  Pnntoaf  del  Ta- 

molto  en  Mexico  15  Enero  1624.  n.pl.,  n.d.  4to. 
Mexico,  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Ftiblic  Credit*  etc,  on  the  adjuBtment 

of  the  English  Debt.    London,  1850. 
Mexico,  Reports  and  Dispatches  exhibiting  operations  of  the  U.  S.  Naval 

forces  auring  the  War  with  Mexico.     Washin^n,  1849. 
Mexico,  Representacion  dirigida  d  la  cdmara  de  Diputadoo  por  el  Supremo 

Tribunal  de  Guerra  y  Aulrina.    Mexico,  1835. 
Mexico,  Representacion  dirigida  al  Virey  de  Nueva  Espafia.  Mexico,  1812. 
Mexico,  Representacion  por  la  Junta  directiva  de  la  Industria  Nadonal  sobre 

necesidad  de  su  fomento.    Mexico,  1843. 
Mexico,  Representacion  oue  hace  el  Ayuntamiento  en  defensa  de  la  indnstria 

agricola.    Mexico,  1841. 
Mexico,  Representacion  unulde  que  hace  la  ciudad  en  favor  de  bus  natnralea  4 

C^los  m.  en  2  de  Mayo  de  1771.    Mexico,  1771.    MS.  2  vols. 
Mexico,  Representacion  que  la  Junta  de  Fomento  y  Admimstrativa  de  Min* 

eria.     Mexico,  1850. 
Mexico,  Representacion  sobre  pago  de  primicias  en  las  doctrinas.    MS. 
Mexico,  Resefia  de  las  f  estividades  que  han  tenido  lugar  en  Puebla  de  Sara- 

poza.    Puebla,  1870. 
Mexico,  Reseiia  hijBt6rica  de  las  negociaciones  entre  Espafia  y  Mexico.     Ma- 
drid, 1867. 
Mexico,  Reseua  hi8t6rica  y  explicativa  de  los  tdtimos  suoesos  de  Mexico. 

Paris,  1857.  4to. 
Mexico,  Resefia  sobre  el  eetado  de  los  prindpales  ramos.    Mexico,  1850. 
Mexico,  Revolucion  en  Mexico.     Marzo  de  1860.    Monterey,  1860. 
Mexico,  Segunda  representacion  que  hace  el  comercio  de  Megioo  al  Supremo 

Oonmso.     Megico,  1840. 
Mexico  (Servicio).    In  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenas,  Col.  Doc.,  torn,  vi 
Mexico,  Sesion  secreta  ordinaria  de  11  de  Marzo  de  1830.    [Tlalpam,  1830.] 
Mexico,  Sesiones  tenidas  por  el  Congreso  Constituyentedfil  Estado  en  los  dias 

28  y  29  del  liltimo  Mayo.     Tlalpam,  1830. 
Mexico,  Silver  Mines  in  M!exico.    n.pl.,  n.d. 
Mexico.  Slndico  segundo  del  Exmo  Ayuntamiento  sobre  la  nueva  respoesta. 

[Mexico,  1838.] 
Mexico,  Sitio  de  Puebla  de  Zaragoza.    Mexico,  1863. 
Mexico,  Stories  of.    New  York.  n.d. 
Mexico,  Tarifa  para  el  cobro  de  los  derechos  de  Alcabala  y  MunicipaL 

Mexico,  1853.  4to. 
Mexico,  Tarifas  de  los  Haberes  liquidoe  mensuales  que  corresponden  &  todas 

las  clases  pertenecientes  al  ramo  de  guerra.     Mexico,  1840. 
Mexico,  Teroera  parte  sobre  Consolidacion  de  la  Repiiblica  Mexicana.   Mexico, 

1851. 
Mexico,  Terrible  situacion  de  la  Repiiblica.    Mexico,  1852. 
Mexico,  Testimonio  de  la  averiguacion  practicada  por  6rden  del  Supremo 

Gtobiemo.    Mexico,  1861. 
Mexico,  Testimonio  simple  de  los  autos  de  la  Audiencia  en  el  asunto  de  la  ex 

pulsion  del  Arzobispo  1624.    In  Doc.  Hist.  Mex.,  serie  ii.,  tom.  ii. 
Mexico,  The  complaint  of  Mexico  and  conspiracy  against  liberty.    BoBto(n» 

1843. 
Mexico,  The  Countiy,  History  and  Peo^e.    London,  1863. 
Mexico,  The  Marine  Corps  in  Mexico— Trial  of  First  Lieutenant  J.  S.  Devlin. 

Washington,  1852. 
Mexico,  The  Mexican  Empire,  its  actual  situation.    New  York,  1806^ 
Mexico,  The  Republic  of  Mexico  restored.    Mexico,  1867. 
Mexico,  The  West  Coast  of.    Washington,  1880. 
Mexico,  Tratado  de  Anustad,  etc.,  Austria.    [Mexico.  1843.] 
Mexico,  Tribunal  del  Protomedicato.    MS. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


AUTHOKrriES  QUOTED.  btsxi 

Mexico,  Tnmnlto  de  1624.    In  I>oe.  HUt.  Mex.,  aerie  ii,  torn.  ii. 

Mexico,  Ultimae  Notaa  Diplom^ticas  cambiadas  entre  el  Ministro  de  Bela- 

dones  Esteriores  y  las  legaciones  estrangerae.    Mexico,  1862. 
Mexico,  Ultimo  Adioe  al  Ck>D^re8o  Gonstituyente  del  Estado.    Mexico,  1830. 
Mexico,  Varias  cartas  del  cabildo  de  Mexico  k  los  sefiorea  del  oonsejo  sobre  el 

tamultode  15  de  Enere  de  1624. 
Mexico,  Verdadera  Noticia  de  los  Tres  Dias  de  Ministerio.    Mexico,  1839. 
Mexico  and  Havanna,  A  Voyape  to ...  by  an  Italian.    New  York,  1841. 
Mexico  and  Mr  Poinsett,  Reply  to  a  British  Pamphlet.    Philadelphia^  Dec. 

21,  1829. 
Mexico  and  the  Monroe  Doctrine.  n.pl.,  n.d. 
Mexico  and  the  United  States,  An  American  view  of  the  Mexican  Question. 

San  Francisco,  1866. 
Mexico  and  the  United  States,  Treaties  of  1832;  1848;  1849;  1862.    Mexico, 

etc.,  1832-62.  11  vols. 
Mexico  y  Guatemala,  Cuestion  de  limites.    Mexico,  1875. 
Mexico  y  la  Intervencion.     Mexico,  1861. 

Mexico  y  BUS  AlrededoreSfColeccionde  Vistas,  etc.  Mexico,  1855-7.  atlas,  folio. 
Mexico  y  bus  IMsturbios.     MS.  2  vols. 
Mexico,  Texas  and  Canada,  Message  of  the  President,  Jan.  8, 1838  (25th  Gong. 

2d  Seas.  H.  Ex.  doc.  74).    Washington,  1838. 
Mexiko,  Aus  einer  Discussion,  etc.    New  York,  1865. 
Mexique,  De  la  Revolution  au  Mexique.    Mars,  1860. 
Mexique,  Description  Situation  k  vue  de  la  Ville.    n.pl.,  n.d. 
Mexique,  Documents  relatifs  k  la  protection  des  sujets  strangers  r^idant,  etc 

Mexico,  1864. 
Mexique,  Documens  sur  le  Commerce.    Paris,  1847. 
Mexique  (Le)  et  I'Europe  ou  exposi^  de  la  situation  actuelle.    Paris,  1847. 
Mexique  (Le)  et  llntervention.     Paris,  1861. 
Mexique  (Le)  et  see  Richesses.     Nouvelle-Orl^ans,  1862. 
Mexique,  £tudes  Historic^ues  au  point  de  vue  politique  et  social.    Paris,  1859. 
Mexique,  Le  G^end  Pnm  Le  S^at,  etc.,  dans  la  question  du  Mexique. 

Paris,  1863. 
Mexique,  L'Empereur  du  Mexique.    Paris,  1864. 
Mexique,  L'Empire  et  Tintervention.     Leipzig.  1869. 
Mexique,  Llntervention  fran^ise  au  Mexique.     Paris,  1868. 
Mexique,  Memorandum  des  negotiations  pendantes  entre  le  Mexique  et 

I'Espagne.     Poiasjr,  1857. 
Mexique,  Kecueil  de  pieces  relatives  k  la  Gonqadte  de.    Paris,  1838. 
Mexique,  Kecueil  (second)  de  pieces.     Paris,  1846. 
Mexique,  Conmussion  Scientinque,  Archives.     Paris,  1865-9.  3  vols. 
Mexique  Conquis  (Le).     Paris,  1752.  2  vols. 
Michelena  (Jos^  Mariano),  Contestacion  que  did  ante  laseccion  delffran  Jurado. 

Mex. ,  1836 ;  Esplicacion  de  la  conducta  en  algunos  puntos.    Mex. ,  1827. 
Michoacan,  ATi^lima  Estadistico  en  1822  por  J.  J.  L.  Mex.,  1824;  Arancel  de 

los  honorarios  y  derechos  iudiciales  que  se  han  de  cobrar.     Mex.,  1840; 

Constitucion  politica  del  Estado.    Mex.,  1825;  Decretos  del  Congreso 

Gonstituyente  1824-5.   Mex.,  1828;  El  Seflor  Diputado  al  Congieso  Gen. 

Don  Ricardo  Villaseflor  y  su  Retractacion,  etc.    Mex.,  1861 ;  Gobemador 

del  Estado  &  todos  sus  habitantes,  Marzo  28  de  1835.     Morelia,  1835; 

(Historia  de  la  Prov.  de  San  NicolAs  de  Tolentino  del  <Srden  de  San  Agus- 

tin);  Informe  del  Obispo  aoerca  de  las  missiones  de  Rio  Verde  su  fecha 

23  de  Octubre  de  1787.    MS.    Informes  dados  al  Sup.  Gob.  de  la  Re- 

pdblica  por  las  autoridades.    Morelia,  1845;  Iniciativa  que  la  Asamblea 

Departamental  elev6  en  28  de  Pebrero  de  1845.    Morelia,  1845 ;  Manifiesto 

Sue  paza  jnstificar  ante  la  opinion  pdblica.  Morelia,  1849;  Memoria  de 
k  Adm6n  ptiblica  del  Estado  de.  Morelia,  1830;  Protesta  del  Seflor 
Obispo  y  venerable  cabildo  contra  la  ley  de  11  de  Enero  de  1847.  Guada- 
lajara^ 1847;  Representacion  en  defensa  del  Sistema  Federal.  Mex., 
1835.  4to. 

Hm.  Xbx.,  Yol.  L   • 
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Mier  (Senrando  Teren),  Profecfa  politica,  diacarao  13  de  Die.  1823.    Mexico, 

1849. 
Mier  (Serrando  Teresa),  Yida,  aventiiraa,  escritoe,  y  viaffes.    Mexico,  1885. 
Mier  y  Teran  (Manuel  de),  Majiifestacion  del  ciudadano  al  ptiblico.    Mexico, 

1825. 
Mills  (Nicholas),  History  of  Mexico.    London,  1824. 
Mina  (Francisco),  Breve  Extracto  de  la  vida.    London,  1825. 
Mina  de  la  Luz,  Recnrso  de  Atentado  que  algunos  de  los  duefios  de  la  mina. 

Mexico,  1848. 
Mina  de  San  Clemente,  DicUmenes  de  varioe  abogados  sobre  el  fallo.    Megioo, 

1840. 
Minerla,  Informe  dado  por  el  Establecimiento  de,  &  la  Comision  de  Industria 

del  Congreso  Creneral.    Mex. ,  1836 ;  Informe  del  Establecimiento  al  Seftor 

Mimstro  de  Hacienda.     Mex.,  1838 ;  Manifestacion  que  con  motivo  de  la 

notapasada.   Mex.,  1850;  Representaciones  del  Real  Tribunal  de.   Mex., 

1791. 
Mineria  de  Nueya-Espafia,  Reales  ordenanzas  para  la  direccion,  regimen  y  so- 

biemo.    Madrid,  1783.  folio;  Representacioues  del  Real  Tnbunal  de. 

Mexico,  1781.  folio. 
Miqneorena  (Augustin  de),  Vida  de  la  Venerable  Madre  Michaela  Josepha  de 

la  Purificacion.     Puebla,  1755. 
Miramar  4  Mexico,  Viaje  del  Empereur  Maximiliano  y  de  la  Emperatriz 

Carlota.     Orizaba,  1864. 
Miramon,  Defensa  de  los  ministros.    A  collection. 
Miramon  (Michel),  G^n^ral  de  division  Chef  de  TArm^e  et  President  subeti* 

tut  de  la  lUpublique  Mexicaine  k  la  Nation.     [Chapultepec,  1859.] 
Miranda  (Cathalina  de),  Proceso  y  causa  criminal  contra.     MS.  1690. 
Miranda  (Francisco  Javier),   Algunas  Reflexiones  sobre  la  cuestion  de  la 

Paz.    Mex.,  1860;  Esposicion.     n.pl.,  n.d.;  Paneglrico  pronunciado  16 

de  Oct.  de  1859.     Puebla,  1859;  La  vida  6  la  Muerte.    n.pL,  1857.  MS. 

folio. 
Miranda  (Francisco  Montero  de),  Memoria  sobre  la  provincia  de  Verapaz. 

MS.,  1575.  folio. 
Miranda  (Jacinto),  Causa  de  homicidio.     MS.,  1792.  folio,  92  pages;  folio, 

10  pages. 
Miscelanea,  A  Collection.     7  vols. 
Miscelanea  Curiosa,  A  Collection.     3  vols. 
Miscelanea  del  Messico,  A  dJoUection. 
Miscellaneous  Pamphlets,  A  Collection. 
Miscellany,  A  Collection.     10  vols. 

Missa  Gothica  seu  Mozarabica,  etc.     Angelopoli,  1770.  folio. 
Missffi  pro  defunctis.     n.pl.  n.d.  4to. 

MittheUungen  eines  jungen  Bayers  Uber  dessen  See  Muncben,  1827. 
Moderados  (Los)  y  el  Estado  de  Mexico.     Toluca,  1861. 
Modem  Traveller  (The),  Mexico  and  Guatemala.    London,  1825.  2  vols.; 

Boston,  1830.  2  vols. 
Molina  (Alonso  de),  Ordinan^az  para  estas  OspitaUes.    MS. 
Molina  (Alonso  de),  Vocabulario  en  lengua  (Jastellana  y  Mexicana.    Mexico, 

1571.  2  vols,  folio. 
Molinero  del  Cerro  (Oralampio),  Cartas  de.     Mexico,  1868. 
Monardes  (NicoUs),  Historia  medicinal  de  las  coeas  que  se  traen  de  Indiaa 

Occidentales.     Sevilla,  1574. 
Monglave  (Eu^^ne  de),  R^8um6  de  l*histoire  du  Mexique.     Paris,  1826. 
Monitor  Constitucional  Independiente.     Mexico,  1845  et  seq. 
Monitor  Ultramarino  (El).    Madrid,  1822. 
Monroy  (Antonio  de  ViUasenor),  Oraciones  paneg^cas  fthiebres  en  las  ex- 

equias.    Mexico,  1716. 
Montafia  (Joseph  Isidro),  El  corazon  de  las  Rosas.    Puebla,  1765. 
Montafia  (Luis),  Car6cter  politico  y  marcial  de  los  insurgentes.    Mex.,  1810; 

Guanaxnato  Invadido  28  de  Sept.  de  1810.    Mex.,  1810;  Reflexionea 
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aobre  Iob  alborotos  acsscidos  en  alguiM  pueblos  de  Tierradentro.    Mex., 
1810. 

Hontejo,  Testimonia.    In  CoL  Doc.  In^.,  torn.  i. 

MontCToaior  (Joannes  Francis&s),  Excvbatioues  Semicentrm  ex  Decisionibiia 
Regis  ChanceUaris  Sancti.    Mexici,  1667. 

Monteuiaior  (Joannes  Franciscus),  Pastor  Bonos  Dominns  Jesus.  Mexico, 
1676. 

Montemaior  (Juan  Francisco  de),  Discurso  politico  hist^rioo  Juridico  del 
derecho  y  repartimiento  de  presas.    Mexico,  1858. 

Montemavor  y  C6rdova  de  Cuenca  (Juan  Francisco  de),  Svmarios  de  la« 
C^dvlas  Ordenea  por  su  Majs^estad  basta  1677.     Mexico,  1678.  4to. 

Montenegro  (A.  de  la  P.),  Itinerario  para  Parocbos  de  IndiDs.    Amberes,  1754. 

MontepiOy  Reglamento  para  el  CrOYiemo  del  Monte  pio  viudas  de  miuistros  de 
Aadiencias.     Madrid,  1770. 

Monte  Pio  de  Oficinas,  Prontuario  general  en  cinco  Tarifas.    Mexico,  1784. 

Monterde  (Pedro  M.  de),  Proclama  que  el  lutendeute  de  la  Provincia  de  Mex- 
ico.    Mexico,  1810. 

Montes  de  Oca  y  Obregon  (Ignacio),  Oracion  fiVnebre  que  en  las  bonras  de 
Juan  Ruiz  de  Alarcon.     Mexico,  1878. 

Monteeclaros,  Carta.    In  Pacbeco  and  Cardenas,  Col.  Doc.,  torn.  vi. 

Montesdeoca  (Demetrio),  Oracion  civica  el  dia  16  de  Sept.  de  1851.  Guana- 
juato, 1851. 

Montesquieu,  Esprit  des  lois.    Paris,  1867. 

Montgomery  (H.),  Life  of  Zachary  Taylor.    Auburn,  1851. 

Monuong  (Wilbelm  von),  Autbentiscbe  Entbiillungen  Ubw  die  letzten  Ereig- 
nisse  in  Mexico.    Stuttgart,  1868. 

Montiifar  (Lorenzo),  Respuesta  al  Segundo  Opi!isculo  sobre  Jesuitas.  Leon, 
1873. 

Monumentoe  Histdricos  de  la  dominacion  Espafiola  en  Mexico.     MS.  folio. 

Monumentoa  Hist6ricos  y  PoUticos  de  la  Administracion  ColoniaL  A  Collec- 
tion.    MS.  folio. 

Moora  (Katlian  B.).  Oeoloeical  Sketcb.    MS.  folio. 

Mora,  Mexico  y  sus  Revomciones.    In  Doc.  Hist.  Mex.,  serie  ii.,  torn.  iii. 

Mora  (J.  M.  L.)  Mejico  y  sus  Revoluciones.    Paris,  1836.  3  vols. 

Mora  (Jos^  Joaquin),  De  la  libertad  del  C^mercio.     Mexico,  1853. 

Mora  (Jos^  Maria),  Memoria  que  para  infoimar  sobre  el  oiigen  y  estado  ac- 
tual dd  las  lagunas.    Mexico,  1823. 

Mora  {Job6  Maria  Lulb),  Obras  Sueltas.    Paris,  1837.  2  vols. 

Mora  (Juan  Antonio  de),  Alientos  &  la  Verdadera  Confianza.    Mexico,  1721. 

Morales  (Juan  Bautista),  Disertacion  contra  la  Tolerancia  Religiosa.  Mejico, 
1831 ;  £1  Gallo  Pitag6rico.    Mex.,  1845. 

Moran  y  Butron  (Jacintho),  La  Azvcena  de  Qvito  que  brot6  en  el  florido 
Campo,  etc.     Mexico,  1732. 

Moran  y  Crivelli  (Tomds),  Juicio  crltico  sobre  el  sistema  de  Hacienda  en  Mex- 
ico.    Mexico,  1865. 

Morelia,  Iniciativa  que  el  mui  Dustre  Ayuntamiento  de  Morelia.  Morelia, 
1847;  Representacion  que  el  Vecindaiio  de.  Morelia,  1853;  Suplemento 
al  Ki!iinero  12  de  la  discusion  oue  se  publica  en.    Morelia,  1857.  4to. 

Moreno  (Diego),  Manifiesto  sobre  la  conaucta  observada  al  dejar  el  gobiem» 
de  Micboacan.     Mexico,  1833. 

Moreno  (Cxer6nymo),  Reglas  ciertas  y  precisamente  necessarias  para  Juezes  y 
ministros  de  Justicia.    Mexico,  1637;  Mexico,  1732. 

Moreno  < Juan  Becerra),  Relacion  del  Funeral,  entierro  y  exequias  de  el  illm» 
Seflor  Don  Manuel  Rubio  y  Salinas.     Mexico,  1766. 

Moreno  (Manuel),  Vida  y  Memorias.    Londres,  1812. 

Mocfi  (Juan  Agostin),  Coleocion  de  Documentos.  MS.  folio;  Desdrdenea  que 
se  advierten  en  el  Kuevo  Mexico,  etc.    MS.  1792.  foUo. 

Morfi  (Juan  Augustin),  La  nobleza  y  Piedad  de  los  Montafieses  demonatrubk 
por  el  Gristo  de  Btirgos.    Mexico,  1775.  folio. 

Moiga  (Antonio  de),  Sucesos  de  las  islas  Filipinas.    Mexico^  1600.  4to. 
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Moriana  y  ZafriU*  (Maroos),  SolemiiM  ezeqnias  el  9  y  10  de  Mayo  de  1810. 

Mexico,  1810. 
Morillo  (Pablo),  M^moires  relatifs  aax  camiMignes  en  Am^rioae  de  1815  i 

1821.    PariB,  1826. 
Moro  (Gerardo),  Infonne  en  derecho  sobre  que  la  oompaAia  de  el  Beal  aaiento 

de  la  Gmn  BretaflA.    Mexico,  1724.  foUo. 
Mone  (Isaac  E.),  Speech  in  defence  of  the  Mexican  War,  Deo.  1846.    Waah« 

ington,  1846. 
Moflaico  Mezicano  (El).    Mexico,  1840-42.  7  vols. 
Mota  Padilla  (Matias  de  la),  Historia  de  la  conqnitta  de  la  Kuera-Galidai 

Mexico,  1843.  MS.;  Mexico,  1870. 
Motolinia  (Toribio);  Carta  al  Emperador  C4rlo8  V.    In  Icazbalceta^  CoL  Doc., 

torn.  i. 
Motolinia  (Toribio),  Historia  de  los  Indioa  de  Nueva  Espa&a.    In  Icazbalceia, 

Col.  Doc.,  torn,  i 
Motolinia  (Toribio),  La  Vida  y  Muerta  de  tree  nifios  de  Tlaxcala.    MS. 
Motolinia  (Toribio),  Vidas  y  Martirioe  de  tree  Niflos  Tlaecaltecas.    MS.  folio. 
Motozoma,  Testamento.    In  Pacheco  and  Cardenas,  Col.  Doc.  torn,  vi 
Moya  y  Contreras  (Pedro),  Carta  al  Preeidento  de  Ice  Beales  ConsejoB  de 

Indios.    In  Cartas  de  Indiae. 
Moya  y  Contreras  (Pedro),  Carta  Relacion  al  Bey  Don  Felipe  n.    In  Cartas 

de  Indiaa. 
Mucharrez  (Josd  Antonio),  O>nte8tacion  del  Ensayador  y  Jnez  de  Balanza. 

Mex.,  1846;  Esposicion  sobre  reformaa  constitutionales.     Mex.,  1841. 
Maerde  Qnedito  (£1),  Papel  jocoeo,  serio,  satirico  y  moral.    MS.  1714. 
Miiller  (Baron  J.  W.  von),  BeiBen  in  den  Vereinigten  staaten  Cajiada  nnd 

Mexico.     Leipzig,  1864.  3  vols. 
Munguia  (Clemento),T)el  Derecho  Natural  en  sns  principios  oomnnea.    Mex., 

1849.  4  vols.;  Manifiesto  que  dirige  &  la  nacion  Mejicana.     Morelia, 

1851;  Mex.,  1852;  Un  voto  independiente  en  la  cuestion  del  juiamento. 

Morelia,  1851. 
Munguia  (Clemento  de  Jesus),  Defensa  EclesiAstica.    Mex.,  1858.   4to.  2 

vols.;  Instrucciones  Pastorales.     Mex.,  1857;  Obras  diversas,  Primera 

Serie.    Morelia,  1852-53.  2  vols.;  Obras  diversas,  Segunda  Setie.    Mex., 

1852.  2  vols. 
Munguia,  Pastorales.     A  Collection. 

Mufioz  (Juan  Bautista),  Historia  del  Nnevo  Mundo.    Madrid,  1793. 
Mufioz  (Juan  Bautista),  Memoria  sobre  las  Apariciones  y  el  culto  de  Nuestn 

Sefiora  de  Guadalupe  de  Mexico.     [Madrid,  1794.] 
Murphy  (Tomds),  Memoria  sobre  la  Deuda  esterior  de  la  Beptiblica  Mexicana. 

Paris,  1848. 
Muzzarelli,  Optisculo  de  la  escomunion.    Guadalajara,  1824;  Opiliscnlo  xL  de 

las  riquezas  del  Clero.    Guad. ,  1824;  Optisculo  xviii    Ininnnidad  eclesi^- 

tica  personaL    Guad.,  1824. 

Nacion  (La),  Mexico,  1856  et  seq. 

Nacion  Mexicana,  Plan  de  la  constitncion  politica.    Mexico,  1828. 

NahuatlMS.  1576. 

N&jera  (Domingo),  Estracto  del  Infonne  que  ante  la  teroeia  sala.  Mexicc^ 
1865. 

Nardi  (Francesco),  Visita  dell'  Imperatore  6  Imperatrice  del  Meealco  al  S. 
Padre.    Roma,  1864. 

Narto  (Sejo  Amira  de),  Clamores  de  la  America.  '  Mexico,  1811. 

Nautical  Description  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  Bay  of  Honduras.  LondoOf 
1856. 

Nava  (Joseph  Ignacio  Maria  de),  Elogio  ftiinebre  que  en  las  honraa  de.  Mex- 
ico, 1802. 

Navarreto,  Biografia.    In  Doo.  In^d.,  tom.  ii. 

l^avarrete  (Francisoo  Antonio),  Belacion  Peregrina  de  la  Agna  Corriente. 
Mexico,  1739. 
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Navarrete  (J.  G.),  Espoeicion  que  dirige  al  Congreso  GeneraL    Mexico,  1832. 
Kayarrete  (Manuel),  Entretenimientoe  Po^tioos.    Mexico,  1823.  2  yoIb. 
Nayarrete  (Martin  Fernandez),  Ck>leccion  de  Iob  ViageB  y  Descabrunientos  <ni« 

hicieron  loe  Espafioles  desde  fines  del  Siglo  XV.  Madrid,  1825-37.  5  vola. 
NaTarro  (Jos^  Antonio),  Estado  de  las  nusiones  de  Nayarit,  informe  dado  ea 

26deJuUodel785.  MS. 
Kavarro  y  Ibarra  (Joaquin),  DIbcuibo  pronunciado  el  27  de  Sept.  de  18i5» 

Mexico,  1845. 
Navarro  y  Noriega  (Fernando),  Catdlogo  de  loa  Curatos  y  Misiones  que  tiene 

la  Nneva  EspaiSa.    Mexico,  1813. 
Nayairo  y  Noriega  (Fernando),  Memoria  aobre  la  poblacum  del  Beioo  d« 

N.  E.     Mexico,  1820. 
Nayarit,  Fn^mento  Histbrico.  MS. 
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Navaritaa,  Belacion  de  la  Conquista.    Madrid.  [1722.1 
Nebel  (Cdrloe),  Yiage  pintoresco  y  Arqueoldjioo  de  la  Sep.  Mex.  Faris,  etc^ 

1839. 
Nebrija  (Antonio  de),  Explicacion  de  loe  libros  qvarto  y  quinto.    Paebla^ 

1605.  4to. 
Negocios  de  Mexico,  Discusion  en  el  Senado  EspaAol  sobre  los.  Mexico,  ] 

4to. 
NegocioB  Pendientes  entre  Mexico  y  Espafia.    Paris,  1858. 
Negocios  BIclesiistioos,  Dict&men  de  laComision  de.    Mexico,  1833. 
Nepomuceno  (Mariana  Juana),  Vida  de  la,  del  Monasterio  de  religio 

Mexico,  1808.  4to. 
Newcomb  (James  P.),  History  of  Secession  Times  in  Texas  and  Travels  in 

Mexico.     San  Francisco,  1863. 
Nicolie  (Elivd).  Newe  vnd  warhaffte  relation  von  deme  was  sich  in  beederly. 

Miinchen,  1619.  4to. 
Nicolin  {JoaA  Baimundo),  La  Division  del  Territorio  en  Yucatan,    Mexico, 

1861. 
Nieremberg  (J.  E.),  De  la  devocion  y  patrocinio  de  San  Miguel.    Mexico. 

[1643J 
Nieuw  Spaanje.     In  Aa.,tom.  x. 
Niles  (John  M.),  History  of  South  America  and  Mexico.   Hartford,  1844.  2 

vols. 
Nilet*  (John  M.),  Speech  in  Sen.  of  the  U.  S.,  Feb.  9, 1848.  Washington,  1848. 
Ni&OB  Expdsitoe,  Exposidon  que  hace  al  publico.    Mexico,  1838. 
Noamira  (J.  R.  Z. ),  Memoria  Instructiva  sobre  el  Maguey  6  Agave  Mexicano. 

Mexico,  1837. 
No  es  lo  mas  el  Juiamento  sine  si  sabe  Cumplir.     [Mejico,  1823.] 
No  Me  Olvides.     Londres,  1824-28.  6  vols. 
Noriega  (Jos^  M.  D.),  Fonestos  Recuerdos  del  Libertador  de  Mexico.  Mexico, 

1860. 
Norman  (6.  M.),  Eambles  by  Land  and  Water.     New  York,  1845. 
Norman  (B.  M.),  Bamblesin  Yucatan.    New  York,  1843. 
Notas,  Vocabulario  Geogr^co.    In  Cartas  de  Indias. 
Noticia  Biogrdfica  del  iax^hiduque  Fernando  Maximiliano  de  Austria.    n.pL 

n.d. 
Noticia  de  loa  Procedimientos  en  la  Reposicion  de  la  Sagrada  Imdgen,  etc 

Mexico,  1846. 
Noticia  Estraordinaria.    Division  de  operadones  en  la  Barra  de  Tampioo. 

[Mexico,  1829.]  folio. 
Noticia  individual  de  los  derechos  que  segvn  lo  reglado  en  el  idtimo  real 

proyecto.     Barcelona,  1732. 
Noticias  de  las  espediciones  que  han  hecho  los  Espafioles  para  la  Conquistn 

Mex.  MS.  foUo. 
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isterio  de  Fomento.    Madrid,  1878.  folio. 
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Nneva  Etpafia,  Acuerdoa  de  la  Junta  Snperior  de  Heal  Hacienda.    Mexico, 

1794.    MS. 
Kneva  Espafia,  Breye  Beedmen  del  DeBcnbrimiento  de  la.    Madrid.    [1707.] 

MS.  royal  folio.  2  vols. 
Kneva  Eipafia,  BespneBtas  d  las  pregnntas  hechas  sobre  el  estado  de  loe  In- 

dios.    MS. 
Kuevas  Reflexiones  sobre  la  cnestion  Franoo-Mexicana.    Mexico,  1802. 
Nnevo  Dicoionario  de  la  lengna  GasteUana. 
Nuevo  Leon,  Dict(Lmen  de  la  comision  ecleaistioo.  [Apr.  30, 1834.  Monterey, 

1834.] 
KncYo  Leon,  Diot^en  preaentado  sobre  introduocion  de  Algodon.    Mon- 
terey, 1845. 
Nnevo  Leon,  DictAmen  sobre  reforma  de  las  Bases  Or;^Uiicas.  Monterey,  1845. 
Kuix  (Juan),  Beflexiones  Imparciales.     Madrid,  1782. 
Nuftez  (Alonso),  Carta  Pastoral.    Mexico,  1777.  4to. 
Nuflez  (Alonzo),  Constituciones.    Mexioo.    [1775.1 
Kofiez  (Antonio),  Distribudones  de  las  obcas  orainarias  y  eztraordinarias. 

Mexico,  1712.  4to. 
Kunez  (Ildefonzo),  Belacion  de  la  f&nebre  ceremonia  y  exequias.   Mexioo,  1802. 

4to. 
Kuftez  de  Haro  y  Peralta  (Alonzo),  Oarta  PastoraL    Mexico.    [1776.] 
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Nye  (James  W.),  Speech  in  Sen.  of  U.  S.,  July  12,  1867.    n.pl.,  n.d. 

Oajaca,  Asuntos.    In  Mex.  Doc.  Ecles.    MS.  torn.  ii. 

Oajaca,  Carta  del  Ayuntamiento.  In  Pacheco  and  C&rdenas,  Col.  Doc. ,  torn.  xiiL 

Oajaca,  (Donstitucion  del  B^tado  de.  Oax.,  1857;  Copias  de  las  Contestaciones. 
Mex.,  1825;  Discurso  que  Pronunci5  el  ciudadano  J.  M.  Arteaga  2  de 
Enero  de  1843.  Oax.,  1843;  Esposicion  por  el  Gobiemo  al  Soberano  Con- 
greso,  1848  et  seq. ;  Iniciativa  que  la  Asamblea  elevd  19  Feb.  1845  sobre 
reformas  de  bases  Org^nicas.  Oax.,  1845;  Ley  de  Instruccion  Publica 
1867.  n^L,  n.d.;  Ley  Oig^nica  para  el  Gobiemo  y  Administracion  In- 
terior. Oax.,  1867;  Reglamento  espedido  nor  el  Hon.  Asamblea  7  de 
Feb.  1844.  Oax.,  1844;  Beparacion  de  la  Catedral  de  Antequera.  MS. 
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de  Diputados. .    Mexico,  1840. 
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Observaciones  Imparciales  acerca  de  la  Administracion  Financiera.  Mexioo, 
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Observaciones  sobre  las  Cuestiones  que  el  abate  Testory,  etc.  Guadalajara,  1866. 

Observaciones  y  comentarios  &  la  carta  que  Manuel  Payno  ha  dirijido  al  gen- 
eral Forey.    [Vera  Cruz,  1863.] 

Obeervador  de  la  Bepublica  Mexicana  (£1).    Mexico,  1827.  3  vols. 
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Ocaila,  Carta.    In  Pacheco  and  Cardenas,  Col.  Dbc.,  torn.  xui. 

Ochoa  (Anastacio  de),  Don  Alfonso,  Tragedia.    Mexico,  1811.    MS. 

Olmo  (Josd  del),  Belacion  Histdrica  del  auto  general  de  F^.     Mejioo,  1849. 

Oliate  (Zacarias),  Algo  sobre  loe  Ultimos  acontecimientos  de  Quer6taro.  Quer6- 
taro,  1869. 
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vol.  ii. 

Onis  (Luis  de),  Memoir  upon  the  Negotiations  between  Spain  and  the  United 
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Opodeion  (La).    Mexico,  1894  et  leq. 

Optbcnlo  de  la  Terdad  y  de  la  nnm  oontm  el  proyeoto  de  on  monopolio  co» 

merdaL     Mexico,  1839. 
Oracionee  Civicas.    A  CoUection. 

Oratoria  E^pafkola  y  Americana,  Diacono  Hiatdrico-Critico.    MS.  folio. 
Orcolaga  (Dieffo  Ambroeio  de),  La  Lnz  del  Pharo  Mai  Pnxa.   Mexico,  1718. 
Ordenanza  de  la  renta  de  Tabaco.    Mexico,  1846. 
Ordenanza  Militar,  tratado  coarto,  Reglamento  pen  el  Ejercido  y  BlaniobfM 

de  la  Infanteria     Mexico,  1854.  2  Tola. 
Ordenanzae.    n.pl.,  1548. 
Ordenanzaa  de  Indiaa.    A  Collection.    4to. 
Ordeoanzaa  de  la  Jnnta  de  Guerra  de  Indiaa.    [Madrid]  1634. 
Ordea  de  C&rloa  IH,  Real  DespAcho.    Madrid,  1775.  folio. 
Ordenes  de  la  Corona.    A  CoUection.    MS.  foUo.  7  vola. 
Orellana  (Manuel),  Manifeetacion  que  haoe  al  Piliblico.    Mexico,  1859.  4to. 
Orizava,  Libro  carioeo  one  oontiene  algunoa  apantea  particnlarea  acaecidoa  en 

esta  ViUa.    MS. ;  Reglamento  A  que  debe  anjetane  el  cuerpo  de  coae- 

cheroe  del  diatrito  10  de  Mayo  1842.    Mex.,  1842;  Reglamento  del  cnerpo 

de  coaechezoa  de  Tabaco  del  diatrito  de  13  de  Agoato  de  1842.     Mexico, 

1842. 
Oriz&Ta  y  C6rdoTa,  Docomentoa  referentea  4  loa  aaceaoa  oonrridoa.    Vera 

Croz,  1834. 
Ormaechea  (Juan  B.)»  Oracion  fiinebre  en  laa  aolenmea  honraa,  Joa4  Santiago. 

Mexico,  1845. 
Orozco  y  Berra  (Manuel),  Cartografla  Mexicana.    Mexico,    n.d. ;  Geografia 

de  iaa  Lenguaa  y  Carta  Etnoghlfica  de  Mexico.    Mexico,  1864;  Hiatoria 

de  Mexico;  Memoriaparael  JPlano  de  la  cindad  de  Mex.     Mex.,  1867; 

Memoriapara  la  Carta  HidrogrlBca del  Valle de  Mex.    Mex. ,  1864.  4to. ; 

Koticia  Hiatdrica  del  Marqu^a  del  Valle.    Mex.,  1853. 
Orqnesta  (La).     Mexico,  1870  et  acq. 

Orrio  (Fnmciaco  X.  A.  de),  Solucion  del  Gran  Problema.    Mexico,  1763.  4to. 
Orta  (Franciflco  de  P.),  Refutacion  al  manifieato  de  la  Guamicion  de  Vera 

Croz.     Mexico,  1839. 
Ortega  (Amado),  Veto  fnndado  de  uno  de  loa  miniitroa  de  la  corte  de  juaticia. 

Mexico,  1833. 
Orte&A  (Eulalio  Maria),  Plaidoyer  anr  rinoomp4tence  du  oonaeil  de  Guerre 

Fran^aia.     Mexico,  1804. 
Ortega  (F.),  Poesiaa.     Mejico,  1839. 

Ortega  (Fernando  de),  Alegccion  Juridica  por.    Mexico,  1714.  folio. 
Ortega  (Jeaua  G.),  Proteata  del  Preaidente  de  la  Corte  Suprema  de  Juaticia. 

[Mexico]  1865.  4to. 
Orteffa  (Liicaa  Fernandez),  Vida  de  la  Madre  Maria  Magdalena,  religioaa  del 

Monaaterio  de  San  Ger6nimo  de  Mex.     MS.  [1636.]  4to. 
Ortega  (Manuel  del  C),  El  Trono  de  Mexico  1864.    Mexico,  1864. 
Ort^^  y  San  Antonio  (Joaeph  Joachin),  Nueya  Aljaba  apoat<Slica  con  Tariaa 

cancionea.    Mexico,  1757. 
Ortiz  (Tadeo),  Mexico  conaiderado  como  nacion  independiente.    Burdeoe, 

1832. 
Ortiz  de  Ayala  (Tadeo),  Readmen  de  la  Eatadiatica  del  Imperio  Mexicano. 

Mexico,  1822. 
Oabocne  (John),  Guide  to  the  Weat  Indiaa,  Madeira,  Mexico,  etc    London, 

1845. 
Oaaorio  (Di^),  Americano  aerdphico  llanto  de  eataproTincia  del  Santo  Evan- 

gelio.    Mexico,  1737.  4to. 
Oaanna  (Joachin),  Peregiinacion  Christiana  por  el  camino  real    Mexico,  1756. 
Oiwald  (Felix  L.),  Summerland  aketchea.    Philadelphia,  1880. 
Otero  (Mariano),  Comnnicadon  sobre  Iaa  negociacionea  entre  Eatadoa-Unidoa 

y  Mexico.    Mexico,  1847. 
Otero  (Mariano),  Enaayo  aobre  el  yerdadero  eetado  de  la  cueation  aocial  y 

politica,  Mexico,  1842.    Mex.,  1842. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Irxr^T^H  ATTTHORITIBS  QUOTED. 

Otero  (MarUno),  Obns.    MS.  1850-60.  7  voU. 

Otero  (Mariano),  Oracion  civica  el  dia  16  de  Setiembre  de  1843.  Mezioo,  1843. 

Oviedo  (Juan  Antonio  de),  Vida  admirable,  apost61iooB  mimBterios  y  her6icaa 

yirtndea.     Mexico,  1752.  4to. 
Oviedo  y  Valdte  (Qonzalo  Fernandez  de),  Be  la  Natoml  Hystoria  de  las  In- 

dias.    Toledo,  1526. 
Oviedo  y  Yald^  (Gonzalo  Fernandez  de),  Hiatoria  Qeneral  y  Natoial  de  las 

Indias.    Madrid,  1851-5.  4  voU.  4to. 
Oviedo  y  Valdte  ((3onzalo  Femandes  de)  Sommario.    In  Bamnsio,  Viaggi. 

torn.  iii. 
Oviedo  Herrera  y  Rneda  (Lnia  Antonio  de),  Poema  saoro  de  la  paaion  de  Jesa 

Criflto.    Mezioo,  1780.  4ta 
Owen  (Tom),  Anecdotes  and  Letters  of  Zachary  Taylor.    New  York,  1848. 

Pabellon  Nacional.    Mexico.  1844  et  sea. 

Pacheco  (Joaquin  F.)  and  QUrdenas  et  at.,  Ck>leccion  de  Docnmentos  In^ditoa 

relativoe  al  Descubrimiento,  Conquista  y  Colonizaciou  de  las  Posesionea 

Espaftolas  en  America.    Madrid,  1864-81.  34yolB. 
Pacheco  (Joed  Ramon),  Cuestion  de  Mexico.    Mexico,  1863 ;  Descripdon  de  la 

Bolemnidad  fdnebre  etc.  de  Iturbide.     Mex.,  1S49;  Exposicion  del  exmin- 

istro  de  relaciones.    Querdtaro,  1847;  Guerra  de  Espafia  con  Mejioo. 

Paris,  1856;  Lettres  sur  le  Mexique.     Bordeaux,  1833. 
Pacto  Social  sobre  Leyes,  Jueces  y  Abogadoe,  contra  el  nuevo.    [Mexico,  1822.] 
Palacio  (Mariano  Riva),  and  Rafael  Mutinez  de  la  Torre,  Memorandum  sobre 

el  Proceso  del  Maximiliano.    Mexico,  1867. 
Palacio  (Vicente  Riva),  Soberania  de  los  Estados  y  la  Suprema  Corte  de  Jus- 

ticia.    Mexico,  1874. 
Palafox  y  Mendoza  (Juan),  Obras.    Madrid,  1762.  folio.  15  vols.    [Most  of 

which  works  also  exist  in  separate  form.] 
Palanca  (La).    Guadalajara,  1826  et  seq. 
Panes  (Diego  Garcia),  Extension  interesante  de  la  Plaza  de  Vera  Cruz.    MS. 

1800. 
Panes  y  AbeUan  (Diego),  Gronologia  de  los  Vi-reyes  de  Nueva  Espafia.    MS» 
Papalotla,  Instalacion  de  su  Ayuntamiento.    MS. 

Papel  de  Estrasa  en  que  se  filtra  el  BaratUlo  y  se  cuela  de  Nolgo.   MS.  1753. 
Papeles  en  Derecho.    A  Collection. 
Papeles  de  Jesuitas.     A  Collection.     MS.  folio. 
Papeles  Franciscanos.    A  Collection.    MS.  folio.  2  vols. 
Papeles  Sueltos.    A  Collection. 

Papeles  Varioa.     A  Collection  of  Spanish  and  Mexican  Runphlets.  218  vols. 
Puada  (Vicente  Gomez),  Segunda  esposicion  que  hace  al  Soberano  Congreso. 

Mexico,  1841. 
Pardo  (Dieso),  Mdtrica  exposicion  de  la  regla  serdfica,  etc.     MS.  1650. 
Parecer  delos  Seftores  The<)logo8  de.    Salamanca,  1541. 
Paredes  (Antonio  de),  Carta  edificante.    Mexico,  1791;  Carta  edificante,  ex- 

tinffuida  Compa&la  de  Jesvs.    Mexico,  1784 ;  Voto  Particular,  en  la  Junta 

de  Mineria  de  16  de  Marzo.     Mexico,  1868. 
Paredes  (Mariano),  Breve  Esposicion  que  el  General  hace.    Mex.,  1847. 
Paredes  y  ArriUaga  (Mariano),  Breve  esposicion  que  hace  &  susconciudadanos. 

Mex.,  1847;  Contestaciones  que  4  la  circular.     S.  L.  Potosi,  1845;  Espo- 
sicion que  A,  sns  conciudadanoa.     Mex.,  1841;  Manifiesto  de  la  Rep&b* 

Ilea  Mexicana.     Mex.,  1846. 
Parescer  6  Determinacion  de  los  sefiores  the61ogos  de  Salamanca.    Londies^ 

1854.  4to. 
Parian  (El),  Coleccion  de  docnmentos  oficiales  relativos  &  la  oonstrttccion» 

etc.,  deL   Mex.,  1843 ;  Esposicion  A  la  Cdmara  por  DemoUcion  de.   Mex., 

1844 ;  Primera  representacion  del  Comercio  soUcitando  una  indemnizacion. 

Mex.,  1849. 
Parker  (Theodore),  A  Sermon  on  the  Mexican  War.  June  25,  1848. .  Boston, 

1848. 
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Parkman  (P.)*  Infonne  que  did  el  perito  facoltetiYO,  minas  del  mineral  del 

Gallo.     Mexico,  1848.  4to. 
Pkura  (fVanciaco),  Gonqoista  de  la  proviiuna  de  Xalxsoo,  Nuero  Beyno  de 

GaUcia,  etc.     MS.  [1805]  4to. 
Parra  (Joeeph  Gomez),  Imm>rtantfa«imaB  y  yerdaderas  reaolaciones   jiara 

Edesi^ticoa.     Puebla,  1712. 
Parres  (Lnis),  ManifeBtacion  del  Contador  de  la  Adnaoa  Maritima  de  Mata- 

moroe.     Matamoros,  1839. 
Parrodi  (A.),  Memoria  aobre  la  Evacuadon  militar  del  puerto  de  Tampioo. 

Tamaulipas,  1846. 
Parthe  (Ernst),  Die  Intervention  in  Mexico.    Leipzig  and  Stuttgart,  1864. 
Pasatiempo  (£1),  Coleccion  de  Novelas,  Andcdotas,  etc.     Mejioo,  1839. 
Pastoral  en  doe  Actos.    MS.  *  1828. 
Patino  (Pedro  Pablo),  Disertacion  crftico  theo-nloedfica  Bobre  la  cooaervacioii 

de  la  Santa  imdgen.    Mexico,  1801.  4to. 
Patronato  analizado  contra  el  Patronato  embrollado.     Mejico,  1833. 
Patronato,  Di^logo  entre  un  cura  y  nn  Abogado.    Mexico,  1827. 
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Sefioia  de  Los  Angeles.    Mexico,  1781. 


Digitized  by  VjOO.QIC 


xo  AUTHORITIES  QUOTED. 
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Perry  (J.  A.),  Travels,  Scenes,  and  Sufferings  in  Cuba>  Mexico,  etc.    Boston, 
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gisten.    Kuremburg,  1620. 
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Platerfa,  Ordenanzas  do  la  nobiliasimo  arte.    Mexico,  1715.  folio. 
Plausible  gozo  de  la  N.  Espaua  por  la  prision  de  crueles  insurgentea.  [Mexico] 
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ISoO.] 
Posadas  (Manuel),  Alegato  de  defensa.    Mexico,  1830. 
Potestad  Pontificia.    Madrid,  1826. 
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Cruz,  1851. 
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tucion  Politica  del  Eatado  Libre  de  Puebla.  Puebla,  1825 ;  Puebla,  1848  ; 
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Estado  el  12  de  Agosto  de  1825.  Mex.,  1833;  Dict&men  que  la  Janta 
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on  infonne  que  Did.  Mejico,  1835;  Mai  Maromero  sali5  el,  etc.,  de  los 
Fan^tioos.    Mex.,  1823. 

Boot  (Joseph  M.),  Speeches  in  U.  S.  House  of  Rep.,  May  13, 1846;  December 
24,  1846;  March  15,  1848.     Washington,  1846,  1848.  3  vols. 

Rosa  ( Agnstin  de  la),  Optisculos.    A  collection. 

Bosa  (Lois  de  la),  Contestacion  del  Arzobispo,  etc.  Mex.,  1847;  Discarso  en 
la  Alameda  16  de  Setiembre  1846.  Mex. ,  1846 ;  Ensayo  sobre  la  Admin- 
istrackm  PtibUcade  Mex.  Mex.,  1853.  4to;  Impresiones  de  an  viage  de 
Mex.  4  Washington.  N.  Y.,  1844;  Observaciones  sobre  varioe  puntos. 
Bait.,  1851. 

Bosa  y  Figneroa  (F.  Antonio  de  la),  Quejas  contra  Indies.  A  collection  of 
Memorials.    MS.  1722. 

Bosas  (Landa),  Manifestacion  qne  hace  al  ptiblico  con  motivo  de  la  conducta 
^ne  obaerv6  en  la  campafia  de  la  Sierra  Crorda.    Mexico,  1857. 

Boscio  (J.  6.),  El  trinnfo  de  la  libertad  sobre  el  despotiBmo.    Oajaca,  1828. 

Bosecrans  (W.  S.),  Actual  Estado  del  Asunto  del  Ferrocarril  Interocednico. 
Mex.,  1873;  El  Ferrocarril  Interocednico,  Ultimas  Comunicaciones  Cam- 
Hist.  Xxx.,  Tol.  I.   7 
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biadas.  Mex.,  1873;  Ferrocarriles,  Oarta  del  General.  Mex.,  1872; 
Ferrodarriles,  La  Conoesion  hecha.  Mex. ,  1872 ;  Historia  de  la  Oonoedon 
del  FerrocarriL  Mex..  1872;  Mexico  neoesita  sub  Ferrocazrilea.  Mex., 
1872. 

Boure  (M.  P.),  Conqudte  du  Mexique.     Paris,  1811. 

Rnbio  (C.)9  Informe  de  la  empresa  de  tabaooa  al  piiblioo.    Mexico,  1841. 

Rubio  (Juan),  Ejemplos  Morales  6  las  Consecuencias  de  la  Buena  y  de  la  Mal^ 
Educacion  en  los  Varios  Destinos  de  la  Sociedad.     Mexico,  1820. 

Rnbio  (Manuel),  Demanda  promovida  en  Guanajuato,  Mina  de  la  Lnz.  Mex., 
1849 ;  Demanda  promovida  en  Guanajuato  por  los  herederos.  Mex. ,  1848; 
Informe  que  en  contestacion  al  que  mzo  el  Sr.  Licdo  Don  Jos6  MaCuevas. 
Mina  de  la  Luz.  Mex.,  1852;  Informe  que  hizo  el  Lic^o  Dn.  Jos^  Ma 
Cuevas  [suit  about  Mina  de  la  Luz].  Mex.,  1852;  Informe  que  en  con- 
testacion hizo  el  licdo  Franco  M.  Lombardo  [suit  about  Mina  de  la  Luz]. 
Mex. ,  1852 ;  Pedimento  del  Sr.  Fiscal  suplente  [suit  about  Mina  de  la  Luz]. 
Mex.,  1850;  Pedimento  del  Sr.  fiscal  suplente,  mina  de  la  Luz.  Mex., 
1850;  Eecurso  de  atentado  que  algunos  de  los  duefioe  de  la  mina  de  la 
Luz.     Mex.,  1848. 

Rubio  y  Salinas  (Manuel  Joseph),  Aranzel  de  derecho  porrochiaL  Mex. ,  1757; 
Caj-ta  Pastoral  que  el  Arzobispo.  Mex.,  1756;  Carta  Circular.  Mex., 
1762;  Carta  Circular  28  Sep.  1764.  n.nl.,  n.d.;  Explicacion  de  el  Area 
erigido  en  la  puerta  de  el  Palacio  Arz.  ae  Mex.     Mex.,  1760. 

Riider  (F.  A. )«  Gedrangtes  Gem&lde  des  Zustandes  von  Mexico.    Leipzig,  1828. 

Ruiz  (Ivan),  Discurso  hecho sobre  dos  impressiones  moteoroI6gicas.    n.pl.,  n.d. 

Ruiz  (Jos4),  Septenario  Devoto.     Mexico,  1861. 

Ruiz  (Manuel),  Informe  que  ante  la  Suprema  Corte  de  Justicia.  Mexico, 
1863. 

Ruiz  (Telesforo),  Apuntes  Porticos.    Mexico,  1866. 

Ruiz  de  Cabrera  (Christdual),  Algunos  singulares  y  extraordinarios  sacesos  del 
gouiemo  de  Marquds  de  Galves.     MS.  folio. 

Ruiz  y  Cervantes  (Joseph  Manuel),  Memorias  de  la  portentoea'Se5ora  de 
Xuquila.     Mexico,  1791. 

Rusk  (Thos.  J.),  Speech  on  Mexican  War,  Feb.  17,  1848.  Washington, 
lo4o« 

Sacramento  del  Altar.     A  Collection. 

Saenz  de  Santa  Maria  (Jos. ),  Carta  edificante  6  relacion'  suxnaria  de  la  vida. 

CAdiz,  1807. 
Sagazeta  (Gabriel),  Acusacion  que  eleva  contra  Josd  Gomez  de  la  Cortina. 

Megico,  1836. 
Sahagun  (Bernardino  de),  Historia  de  la  Conqnista   de   Mexico.     Mexico, 

1829. 
Sahn^n  (Bernardino  de),  Historia  Creneral  de  las  cosas  de  Nueva  Espafia. 

Mexico,  1829-30.  3  vols. 
Sahagun  (Bernardino  de),  Relacion  de  la  Conquista  de  esta  Nueva  Espafia. 

Mexico,  1840. 
Saint  Cloud,  Historia  secreta  de  la  corte.     Mexico,  1808.  2  vols. 
Saint  Jure  (J.  B.),  El  hombre  espiritual  6  la  vida  espiritual.     MS.  n.pl.,  n.d. 
Saint-Martin  (Vivien  de).  Rapport  fait  k  la  Comission  Scientifique  du  Mex- 
ique.   Paris,  1865. 
Sala  (Juan),  Ilustracion  del  Derecho  Real  de  Espafia.     Mexico,  1852.  2  vola. 
Sala  (Juan),  Sala  Hispano-Mejicano.     [Paris,  1844.]  2  vols. 
Salazar  (Francisco  Cervantes),  Mexico  en  1554.     Mexico,  1875. 
Salazar  (Juan  Francisco  Regis),  Sermon  funeral  en  las  honras.    Mexico,  1759. 
Salazar  de  Mendoza  (Pedro),  Monarquia  de  Espafia.   Madrid,  1770-1.  folio. 

3  vols. 
Salazar  y  Olarte  (Ignacio  de),  Historia  de  la  Conquista  de  Mexico.    Segnonda 

Parte.     [Continuation  of  Solis.]    Cordova,  1743.     folio;  also  Madrid^ 

1786.    4to. 
Saldana  (Ignacio),  La  Penitents  Paloma.    Mexico,  1758. 
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Siletii  (Fnnciflci),  De  confesaionibiis  scrapiiloaoram  breyis  txaetatas.  Medoi, 

1715. 
Salgaero  (Pedro),  Yida  de  Friar  Diego  Basalenque.    Mexico,  1064.    4to. 
Sahnas  del  Pefion  Blanco,  ComonicMOfl  y  Documentoa.    Zacatecas,  1845. 
Salm  SaLn  (Felix  de),  Contestacion  A  Don  Migael  Lopez.    Mexico,  1867. 
Salm  Salm  (Felix  de),  Mis  memoriaa  sobre  Quer^taroy  Maximiliano.   Mexicc^ 

1869. 
Sahn  Salm  (Felix),  My  Diary  in  Mexico  in  1867.    London,  1868.    2  voli. 
Salm  Sabn  (Felix),  Ten  Years  of  my  life.    Detroit,  1877. 
Salm  Salm  (In^  de)  Quer^taro,  Apontes  del  Diario  de  la  Princesa  In^s  do 

Salm  Salm.     Mexico,  1869. 
SalmeroD,  Carta  30  de  Marzo  de  1531.    In  Pacheco  and  Cirdenas,  Ck>L  Doc.» 

torn.  xiii. 
Salmeron  (Pedro),  Vida  de  la  Venerable  Madre  Isabel  de  la  Encamacion. 

Mexico,  1675.    4to. 
Salvatierra  (Andrte  Vernal  de),  El  Camino  Verdadero.     Mexico,  1718.. 
Salvatierra  y  Zappa,  Coirespondencia  entre  los  Venerables  Padres.    MSS.» 

1678-93. 
Samaniego  (Francisco),  Eepresentacion  tocante  A  su  salario.     Mexico,  1647. 
Sdmano,  Ordenanzas  Reales.    In  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenas,  Col.  Doc.,  torn,  xii, 
San  Agnstin  de  las  Cuevas,  Esposicion  documentada,  Colegio  y  Escuelas. 

Mexico,  1827. 
San  Anastasio  (Juan  de),  Colo<mios  Candnico-morales.     Mexico,  1816. 
San  Clemente,  Dictdmenes  de  Varios  Abogados.     Megico,  1840;  Escrito  da 

Sdplica  Especial.    Mex. ,  1839. 
San  Francisco  (Juan  de),  Vindicacion  del  R.  P.  Provincial  de  Carmelitas. 

Mexico,  1846. 
San  Francisco  de  Mexico,  libro  de  entradas  y  profesiones  de  los  novicios. 

MS.  [1597-1684.] 
San  Frandsco  de  Mexico,  Libro  de  recepciones  de  tote  Santo  Noviciado.    MS. 

[1597-1680.] 
San  Francisco  de  Mexico,  Libro  segundo  de  recepciones  y  Profesiones  en  este 

convento.     MS. 
San  Igxiacio  (Maria  Anna  Agueda  de),  Varias  Devodones.    Puebla,  1758. 
Sai^Luis  Potoflf ,  Composiciones  leidas  en  el  teadro  de  Alarcon.     S.  L.  Potosi^ 

1867 ;  Dictdmen  de  la  comision  segunda  de  puntos  constitucionales.  Mex., 

1850;  Exposicion  de  la  Audiencia.     Mex.,    1826;  Exposicion   que  la 

Honorable  Legislatura  del  Estado.     S.  L.  Potosi.  1850;  Las  fi^trantias  in- 

dividoales  en  el  departamento  de  Mex.,  1841;  Protesta  del  Illmo  Senor 

Obispo  de.     [Mex.]  1858;  Relacion  de  las  demostraciones  con  que  la 

cindad  de.    n.pl.,  n.d.;  Revolucion  comenzada  el  dia  14  de  Abril  de  1837. 

Mex.,  1837. 
San  Mi^el  (Evaristo),  Historia  de  Felipe  II.     Madrid,  1844-7.  4  vols. 
Saa  Miguel  (Juan  Sodrignez),  La  Bepiiblica  Mexicana  en  1846.     Mexico^ 

1845;  Pandectas Hispano-Megicanas.    Paris,  1852.  3  vols.;  Rectificacion 

de  Graves  Equivocaciones  del  Fondo  Piadoso.     Mexico,  1845. 
San  Miguel  (Mana),  La  dignidad  de  una  Esposa  de  Cristo.     Mexico,  1682. 

MS.  4to. 
San  Milian  (Francisco  Lorenzo),  Juez  oficial  de  la  casa.    n.pL,  n.d. 
San  Pedro  (Joaquin),  and  F.  Rodriguez,  Comentarios  &  las  leyes  de  minas,  eta 

Madrid,  1861. 
San  Salvador,  Carta  de  un  padre  A  sus  hijos.     [Mexico.  1810.] 
San  Salvador  (Aeustin  P.  Fernandez),  Disengafios  que  &  los  Insurgentea. 

Mex.,  1812;  Memoria  Cristiana  PoUtica.     Mex.,  1810;  Sentimiento  dm 

la  Nueva  Espafia.    n.pl.,  n.d. 
San  Salvador  (Fernando  Fernandez),  Defensa  juridica  de  la  Sra.  Maria  Micaela 

Romero  de  Terreros.    Mex.,  1796;  Reflexiones  del  Patriota  Americano. 

Mex.,  1810. 
San  Vicente  (Juan  Manuel  de),  Exacta  Descripcion  de  la  magnifica  CorU 

Mexicana.    C&diz,  n.d. 
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Sanchez  (Frandsco),  Informe  y  Parecer  aoerca  de  laa  ranmes.  Pnebla,  1091 ; 
Principios  de  Ret6rica  y  Po^tica.  Mex.,  1825;  KoBario  de  la  Virttem 
Maria.    Mex.,  1684. 

Sanchez  (Joan  de  Villa),  Jiutas  y  debidaa  honras  que  hicieron.  Paebla,  1756 ; 
Paebla  Sagrada  y  Profana.  Pnebla,  1835 ;  Sermon  fiinebre  el  1 1  de  Julio 
de  1748.    Mexico,  1749.  ^ 

Sandoval  (Pradencio),  Hiatoria  de  la  yida  y  hechoa  del  Emperador  G^oa  Y. 
Pamplona,  1634.  folio.  2  vols. 

Santa- Anna  (Antonio  Lopez),  Alegato  hecho  ante  el  Jnez  Primero  de  lo  crim- 
inal por  el  Apoderado.  Mex.,  1849;  Apelacion  id  bnen  ciiterio  de  laa  na- 
cioDaleayeatrangeroa.  Mex.,1849;  ApuntamientospaialahiBtoria:  Mex., 
1841 ;  Biografia.  Mex. ,  1857;  BiograKadelGen.  Mex. ,  1847;  Caoaacriminal 
instniida  al  Exmo  Sr.  Mex. ,  1 846 ;  Collection  of  Pamphlets;  Gomonicacion 
oficialdelExmoSr.  OrizaTa,1848;  Guadalajara,  1848;  Gontestacionaloficio. 
Orizava,  1847;  Gorrespondencia  recogida  A  los  agentea  de  Santa- Aima. 
Zacatecaa,  1858;  Defensa  de.  Mex.,  1822;  DeUU  de  laa  operadonea 
ocurridaa  en  la  defensa  de  la  Gapital.  Mex.,  1847;  Di^ogo  entre  un 
abogado  y  un  capitan.  Mex.,  1832;  Dictdmen  de  las  sesiones  unidas  del 
Oran  Jurado.  Mex.,  1845;  £1  General  d  los  Mexicanos,  Junio  5,  1866. 
Elizabethfort,  1866;  El  General  d  sua  Gompatriotas.  San  Thomda,  1858; 
El  General  de  diyision  A  sua  compatriotas  [dated  Die.  15,  1829.]  Mex. 
1829;  Estas  si  son  Glaridades.  Mex.,  1833;  Esposicion  dirigida  aX  Exmo 
Sr.  Gen.  Presidente.  Mex.  1853;  Esposicion  que  dirige  desde  la  Porta- 
leza  de  S.  G&rlos  de  Perote.  Mex.,  1845;  La  despeidida  del  General. 
Mex.,  1847;  Manifeetacion  que  hace  un  ciudadano  Mex.,  etc.  Mex. 
1834;  Manifiesto,  Cartajena,  1858;  Manifiesto  d  sus  conciudanos.  Mex., 
1823;  Manifiesto  del  Exmo-  Sr.  Mex.,  1844;  Manifiesto  del  General  de 
Division  Benem^rito  de  la  Patria.  Mex. ,  1848;  Manifiesto  del  Presidente 
de  la  Republica  &  la  nacion.  Mex.,  1847;  Manifiesto  de  sus  Operacionea 
en  la  Campafia  de  Tejas,  etc.  Vera  Cruz,  1837;  Manifiesto  aue  hace  al 
piiblico  [Oct.  10,  1821].    Mex.,  1821;  Manifiesto  que  hace  de  la  conducta 

?ue  ha  observado  7  de  Julio  de  1821.  Puebla,  1821;  Muerte  del  Sr. 
'oncha,  Manifiesto,  Oct.  5,  1821.  Mex.,  1821;  Proceso  del  Gen.  Mex., 
1845;  Proclama  del  impdvido  Teniente  Coronel.  Oct.  9,  1821.  Puebla, 
[1821];  Proclamas  d  los  habitantes  y  tropa  de  Vera  Cruz.  Mex.,  1822; 
Pronunciamiento  de  Perote.  Mex.,  1829;  Rdpida  Ojeada  aobre  la  Cam- 
pafia &  segunda  parte.  Mex.,  1847;  Representacion  dirigida  al  Concreao 
Nacional.  Mex.,  1837;  Vindicacionde los Crimenes.  Mex.,  1837;  What 
Santa  Anna's  professions  of  Republicanism  are  worth.    n.pL,  n.d. 

Santa  Anna  Castro  (Josd  Manuel),  Diario  de  sucesos  notables,  comprende  los 
afios  de  1752  d  1758.    In  Doc.  Hist.  Mex.,  serie  i.,  toms.  iv.  ▼.  vi*    ' 

Santa  Imdffen  de  la  Macana.    Li  Papelea  de  Jesuitas.  MS. 

Santa  Marui,  Carta  al  Emperador  Don  Cdrlos.     Li  Cartas  de  Indias. 

Santa  Maria,  Poder  que  otorgd  el  ProvinciaL  In  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenaa,  Col. 
Doc.,  tom.  vii. 

Santa  Maria  (Miciiel),  Exposicion  y  Protesta.    MS.,  1834 ;  also  Mexico,  1834. 

Santa  Theresa  (Manuel  de),  Compendio  de  Institvciones  Gramaticalea.  Mex., 
1724;  Instructorio  Espirituat  de  los  Terceros,  etc.    Mex.,  1816. 

Santa  Teresa  de  Jesus  Silver  Mining  Company,  Reports,  etc.  San  Fraodaco, 
1864. 

Santander,  Carta  el  Emperador.    In  Doc.  In^.,  torn.  xxvi. 

Santangelo,  (0.  de  A.),  A  Circular  to  the  World.  N.  Y.,  1842;  daima  on 
Mexico.    Baltimore,  1846. 

Santiago  de  loa  Dominicos.    In  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenaa,  Col.  Doc.,  torn.  v. 

Santiago  de  Papasquiero,  Descripcion.    MS.  1793. 

Santistebsji,  Ourta.    In  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenaa,  CoL  Doc.,  tom.  xiv. 

Santo  Catharina,  Paner^co  d  la  vida  y  elorioao  Martvrio  de.    n.pl.,  n.d. 

Santo  Thomda  (Diego  de).  Ceremonial  y  Manual  aacado  del  Miaaal  BomanOk 
Mexico,  1660. 

Sard  (Antonio  de),  Ensayo  sobre  las  Glorias  Frandacanaa.    Mexico,  1800. 
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Swrdo  (Joaqnin),  Relacion  hisUrica  de  la  portentoea  imige&i  etc    Mexioo^ 

1810. 
S^ffifiana  (Serero  M.)>  Trovas  Mexicanas.    Mexico,  1850. 
Sariftana  y  Cuenca  (Yridro),  Soleiiuie  dedicadoo  del  Templo  Metropolitano. 

Mezioo,  1608. 
Sartorioa  (C&rloe),  Importanda  de   Mexico  para  la  emigradon    Alemana. 

Mexico,  1852. 
Saoaeare  (Henri  de).  Coup  d'oeil  anr  I'Hydrologie du  Mexiqae.  Geneve,  1602. 
SausBore  (Henri  de),  Voyage  au  Mexique,  etc.    Paris,  1857. 
Scfaadtler  (Gustavo),  Docnmentoa  relativoe  A  la  admision  poi»  la  Junta  Mer* 

cantal  de  Fomento.    Mexico,  1844. 
Scherr  (Johannes),  Das  Frauerspiel  in  Mexiko.    Leipzig,  1868. 
Scixmidt  (Gustavus),  The  Civil  Law  of  Spain  and  Mexico.    New  Orleans*  1851. 
2Scott  (Winfield),  Illustrated  life  of.    New  York,  1847. 
Scott  (Winfield),  Life  of.    New  York,  1852. 

Scott  (Winfield),  Memoirs  of  Lieut. -General  Scott.    New  York,  1864.  2  vols. 
Scott  and  Taylor  Correspondence,  Message  of  the  President,  March  20, 1848. 

[30  Gong.  1st  Seas.  H.  Ex.  Doc.  56.]    Washington,  1848. 
Seager  (D.  W.),  The  Resources  of  Mexico.    Mexico,  1867. 
Seaman  (Henry  I.),  Speech  on  Mexican  War  Fehroary  13,  1847.    Washing- 
ton, 1847. 
Sedicion  en  la  ciudad  de  Mexico  el  15  de  Enero  de  1624,  Cauaas  y  prindplo 

de  ella.     MS.  folio. 
Segundo  Quinze  de  Enero  de  la  Corte  Mexicana.    Mexico,  1730. 
Segor,  La  Bevolucion.    Mexico,  1863. 
S^ura  ( Frandaco  Ddephonso),  Consultas  Variaa  Morales  y  M^sticas.    Puebla, 

1728. 
Segura  (Nicolis  de),  Defensa  Candnica  por  las  Provincias  de  la  Compa&ia  da 

Jesus  de  la  Nueba  Espafia  y  PhiUpinas.    MS.  [1767.] 
Segura  (Vicente),  Apuntes  para  la  Estadiatica  del  Departamento  de  Orizava.. 

Jalapa,  1831. 
Select  Pamphlets.    A  Ck>llection. 
Semanario  de  la  Industria  Mexicana.    n.pl.,  n.d. 
Semanario  Judicial  de  la  Federacion,  Coleccion  de  las  Sentencias  pronundadaa 

por  los  Tribunales  Federales,  etc.    Mexico,  1871.  4to. 
Semanario  Politico  y  literario  de  Mejioo.    Mexico,  1820-1.  2  vols. 
Semanario  Beligioso.    n.pl.,  n.d. 
Semblanzas  de  los  miembros  que  ban  compuesto  la  Ctoiara  de  Diputados  del 

Congreso  de  ]&  Hep.  Mex.,  1827-28.    New  York,  1828. 
Semblanzas  de  los  Bepresentantes  que  compusieron  aJ  Cong.  Const,  de  1836. 

Mexico,  1837. 
Semmes  (Raphael),  The  campaign  of  General  Scott.    Cincinnati,  1852. 
Semmea  (Raphael),  Service  afloat  and  ashore.    Cincinnati,  1851, 
Series  of  intercepted  letters  captured  by  the  American  Guard  at  Tacubaya, 

August  22,  1847.    Mexico,  1847. 
Sermones,  A  CoUection  of  634  sermons  preached  in  Mexican  Towns,  1617-1860. 

64  vols. 
Sermones  in  Festis  Sanctorum.    MS. 

Sermones  Varios,  A  Collectian  of  MSS.    Sermons  probably  preached  in  Mex- 
ico,   folio. 
Senuh  (Juan  Perez),  Auto  cessatio  A  Divinis.    In  Doc.  Hist  Max.,  serie  ii., 

torn.  ii. 
Sema  (Juan  Perez),  A^to  en  que  levanta  la  cesacion  i  Divinis.   Li  Doc  Hist. 

Mex.,  sefie  ii.,  tom.  ii 
Sema  (Juan  Perez))  Decreto  del  dicho  dedarando  excomulgados.    In  Doc. 

Hist.  Mex.,  serie  ii.,  tom.  ii. 
Sema  (Juan  Perez),  Otra  informadon  que  maad6  recibir.    In  Doc.  Hist.  Mex.» 

serie  ii.,  tom.  IL 
Sema  (Juan  Perez),  Eepresentadon  A  la  Real  Audiencia.   In  Doc.  Hist.  Mex., 

aerie  ii.^  tom.  iL 
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CHAPTER  I. 

VOYAGE  OP  HEENANDEZ  DE  06RDOBA  TO  YUCATAN. 

1516-1517. 

A  Olakcb  at  thb  Stats  of  Eusopean  Disoovsrt  and  Govebniient  m 
Amekega  at  the  Opening  of  thls  Volume — Dieoo  Velazquez  in 
Cuba — Chabagteii  of  the  Man — A  Band  of  Adventubebs  Abbives 
FBOM  Dabien— The  Govebnob  Counsels  them  to  Embabk  in  Slave- 
CATCHiNca — ^XJndeb  Hebnandez  de  Oobdoba  they  Sail  Westwabd  and 
D1SCOVIEB  Yucatan— And  abe  Filled  with  Astonishment  at  the 
Labgk  Towns  and  Stone  Towebs  they  See  thebe— They  Fight  the 
Natives  at  Cape  Catoche — Skibt  the  Peninsula  to  Champoton — 
Sanouinaby  Battle— Retubn  to  Cuba— Death  of  C6bdoba. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  a  century  after  the 
landing  of  Columbus  on  San  Salvador,  three  thou- 
sand leagues  of  mainland  coast  were  examined,  chiefly 
in  the  hope  of  finding  a  passage  through  to  the  India 
of  Marco  Polo.  The  Cabots  from  England  and 
the  Cortereals  from  Portugal  made  voyages  to  New- 
foundland and  down  the  east  coast  of  North  Amer- 
ica; Amerigo  Vespucci  sailed  hither  and  thither  in 
the  service  of  Spain,  and  wrote  letters  confounding 
knowledge;  Vasco  da  Gama  doubled  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope;  Columbus,  Ojeda,  Nino,  Guerra,  Bas- 
tidas,  and  Pinzon  and  Solis  coasted  the  Tierra  Firme 
of  Central  and  South  America;  Ocampo  skirted 
Cuba  and  found  it  an  island;  Cabral  accidentally 
discovered  Brazil;  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon  hunted  for 
the  Fountain  of  Youth  in  Florida;  Vasco  Nunez  de 
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Balboa  crossed  the  Isthmus  and  floated  his  ships  oo 
the  South  Sea.  Prior  to  1517  almost  every  province 
of  the  eastern  continental  seaboard,  from  ILabrador 
to  Patagonia,  had  been  uncovered,  save  those  of  the 
Mexican  Gulf,  which  casketed  wonders  greater  than 
them  all.  This  little  niche  alone  remained  wrapped 
in  aboriginal  obscurity,  although  less  than  forty 
leagues  of  strait  separated  the  proximate  points  of 
Cuba  and  Yucatan. 

.  Meanwhile,  in  the  government  of  these  Western 
Indies,  Columbus,  first  admiral  of  the  Ocean  Sea, 
had  been  succeeded  by  Bobadilla,  Ovando,  and  the 
son  and  heir  of  the  aiscoverer,  Diego  Colon,  each 
managing,  wherein  it  was  possible,  worse  than  his 
predecessor;  so  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  estab- 
lish at  Santo  Domingo,  the  capital  city  of  the  Indies, 
a  sovereign  tribunal,  to  which  appeals  might  be  made 
from  any  viceroy,  governor,  or  other  representative 
of  royalty,  and  which  should*  eventually,  as  a  royal 
audiencia,  exercise  for  a  time  executive  as  well  as  ju- 
dicial supremacy.  But  before  clothing  this  tribunal 
with  full  administrative  powers.  Cardinal  Jimenez,, 
then  dominant  in  New  World  afiairs,  had  deter- 
mined to  try  upon  the  turbulent  colonists  the  eflfect 
of  ecclesiastical  influence  in  secular  matters,  and  had 
sent  over  three  friars  of  the  order  of  St  Jerome, 
Luis  de  Figueroa,  Alonso  de  Santo  Domingo,  and 
Bernardo  de  Manzanedo,  to  whose  direction  gov- 
ernors and  all  others  were  made  subject.  Just  be- 
fore the  period  in  our  history  at  which  this  volume 
opens,  the  Jeronimite  Fathers,  as  the  three  friars 
were  called,  had  practically  superseded  Diego  Colon 
at  Espaflola,  and  were  supervising  Pedrarias  Ddvila 
of  Castilla  del  Oro,  Francisco  de  Garay  governor 
of  Jamaica,  and  Diego  Velazquez  governor  of  Cuba. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  Diego  Colon  had  sent 
Juan  de  Esquivel  in  1509  to  Jamaica,  where  he  was 
succeeded  by  Francisco  de  Garay;  and  Diego  Velaz- 
quez had  been  sent  in  15 II  to  Cuba  to  subdue  and 
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govern  that  isle,  subject  to  the.  young  admiral's  dic- 
tation; and  beside  these^  a.  small  establishment  at 
Puerto  Rico,  and  Pedrarias  on  the  Isthmus,  there 
was  no  European  ruler  in  the  regions,  islands  or  firm 
land,  between  the  two  main  continents  of  America. 

The  administration  of  the  religiosos  showed  little 
improvement  on  the  governmente  of  their  predeces- 
sors, who,  while  professing  less  honesty  and  piety, 
practised  more  worldly  wisdom;  hence-  within  two 
short  years  the  friars  were  recalled  by  Fonseca,  who, 
on  the  death  of  Jimenez,  had  again  come  into  power 
in  Spain,  and  the  administration  of  affairs  in  the 
Indies  remained  wholly  with  the  audiencia  of  Santo 
Domingo,  the  heirs  of  Columbus  continuing  to  agi- 
tate their  claim  throughout  the  century. 

It  was  as  the  lieutenant  of  Diego  Colon  that  Ve- 
lazquez had  been  sent  to  conquer  Cuba;  but  that 
easy  work  accomplished,  he  repudiated  his  former 
master,  and  reported  directly  to  the  crown. 

Velazquez  was  an  hidalgo,  native  of  Cu^llar,. 
who,  after  seventeen  years  of  service  in  the  wars, 
of  Spain,  had  come  over  with  the  old  admiral  in  his 
second  voyage,  in  1493,  and  was  now  a  man  of 
age,  experience,  and  wealth.  With  a  commanding^ 
figure,  spacious  forehead,  fair  complexion,  large  clear 
eyes,  well-chiselled  nose  and  mouth,  and  a  narrow 
full-bearded  chin,  the  whole  lighted  by  a  pleasing- 
inteUectual  expression,  he  presented,  when  elegantly 
attired  as  was  his  custom,  as  imposing  a  presence  as. 
any  man  in  all  the  Indies.  In  history  he  also  formed 
quite  a  figure.  And  yet  there  was  nothing  weighty 
in  his  character.  He  was  remarkable  rather  for  the 
absence  of  positive  qualities;  he  could  not  lay  claim 
even  to  conspicuous  cruelty.  He  was  not  a  bad  man 
as  times  went;  assuredly  he  was  not  a  good  man  as; 
times  go.  He  could  justly  lay  claim  to  all  the  cur- 
rent vices,  but  none  of  them  were  enormous  enough 
to  be  interesting.     In  temper  he  was  naturally  mold 
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and  affable,  yet  suspicious  and  jealous,  and  withal 
easily  influenced;  so  that  when  roused  to  anger,  as 
was  frequently  the  case,  he  was  beside  himself. 

Chief  assistant  in  his  new  pacification  was  Pdn- 
filo  de  Narvaez,  who  brought  from  Jamaica  thirty 
archers,  and  engaged  in  the  customary  butchering, 
while  the  governor,  with  three  hundred  men,  quietly 
proceeded  to  found  towns  and  settlements,  such  as 
Trinidad,  Puerto  del  Principe,  Matanzas,  Santi  Es- 
pfritu,  San  Salvador,  Habana,  and  Santiago,  making 
the  seat  of  his  government  at  the  place  last  named, 
and  appointing  alcaldes  in  the  several  settlements. 
Other  notable  characters  were  likewise  in  attendance 
on  this  occasion,  namely,  Bartolome  de  las  Casas, 
Francisco  Hernandez  de  Cdrdoba,  Juan  de  Grijalva, 
and  Hernan  Cortds. 

Discreet  in  his  business,  and  burdened  by  no  coun- 
teracting scruples,  Velazquez  and  those  who  were 
with  him  prospered.  Informed  of  this,  above  one 
hundred  of  the  starving  colonists  at  Darien  obtained 
permission  from  Pedrarias  in  1516  to  pass  over  to 
Cuba,  and  were  affably  received  by  the  governor. 
Most  of  them  were  well-bom  and  possessed  of  means; 
for  though  provisions  were  scarce  at  Antigua,  the 
South  Sea  expeditions  of  Vasco  Nunez,  Badajoz,  and 
Espinosa,  had  made  gold  plentiful  there.  Among  this 
company  was  Bernal  Diaz  del  Castillo,  a  soldier  of 
fortune,  who  had  come  from  Spain  to  Tierra  Firme 
in  1514,  and  who  now  engages  in  the  several  expedi- 
tions to  Mexico,  and  becomes,  some  years  later,  one 
of  the  chief  historians  of  the  conquest. 

Ready  for  any  exploit,  and  having  failed  to  receive 
certain  repartimientos  promised  them,  the  band  from 
Tierra  Firme  cast  glances  toward  the  unknown  west. 
The  lesser  isles  had  been  almost  depopulated  by  the 
slave-catchers,  and  from  the  shores  ol  the  adjoining 
mainland  the  affrighted  natives  had  fled  to  the  inte- 
rior. It  was  still  a  profitable  employment,  however, 
for  the  colonists  must  have  laborers,  being  themselves 
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entirely  opposed  to  work.  The  governor  of  Cuba, 
particularly,  was  fond  of  the  traflSc,  for  it  was  safe 
and  lucrative.  Though  a  representative  of  royal  au- 
thority in  America,  he  was  as  ready  as  any  irrespon- 
sible adventurer  to  break  the  royal  command.  During 
this  same  year  of  1516,  a  vessel  from  Santiago  had 
loaded  with  natives  and  provisions  at  the  Guanaja 
Islands,  and  had  returned  to  port.  While  the  captain 
and  crew  were  ashore  for  a  carouse,  the  captives  burst 
open  the  hatches,  overpowered  the  nine  men  who  had 
been  left  on  guard,  and  sailed  away  midst  the  frantic 
gesticulations  of  the  captain  on  shore.  Reaching 
their  islands  in  safety,  they  there  encountered  a 
brigantine  with  twenty-five  Spaniards  lying  in  wait 
for  captives.  Attacking  them  boldly,  the  savages 
drove  them  off  toward  Darien,  and  then  burned  the 
ship  in  which  they  themselves  had  made  their  en- 
forced voyage  to  Cuba. 

As  a  matter  of  course  this  atrocious  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  savages  demanded  exemplary  punishment. 
To  this  end  two  vessels  were  immediately  despatched 
with  soldiers  who  fell  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Guanaja, 
put  many  to  the  sword,  and  carried  away  five  hundred 
captives,  beside  securing  gold  to  the  value  of  twenty 
thousand  pesos  de  oro. 

Happy  in  the  thought  of  engaging  in  an  occupa- 
tion so  profitable,  the  chivalrous  one  hundred  cheer- 
fully adventured  their  Darien  gold  in  a  similar 
voyage,  fitting  out  two  vessels  for  the  purpose,  and 
choosing  for  their  commander  Francisco  Hernandez 
de  C6rdoba,  now  a  wealthy  planter  of  Santi  Espiritu.* 

1  In  the  memorial  of  Antonio  Velazquez,  successor  of  the  adelantado,  Diego 
Velazquez,  JfemorkU  del  negocio  de  D.Antonio  Velazquez  de  Batan^  in  Mendoza^ 
Col.  Doc.  IrUd.,  x.  8Q-6,  taken  from  the  archives  of  the  Indies,  the  credit  of 
thia  expedition  is  clauned  wholly  for  the  eoYemor.  Indeed,  Velazquez  him- 
self repeatedly  asserts,  as  well  as  others,  that  the  expedition  was  made  at  his 
ooet.  But  knowing  the  man  as  we  do,  and  coosidermg  the  claims  of  others, 
it  ifl  safe  enough  to  say  that  the  governor  did  not  invest  much  money  in  it. 
The  burden  doubtless  fell  on  C6raoba,  who  was  aided,  as  some  think,  by  his 
associates,  Cristobal  Morante  and  Lope  Ochoa  de  Caicedo,  in  making  up  what 
the  men  of  Darien  lacked,  Torquemada^  i.  349,  notwithistanding  Uie  claims 
for  his  fraternity  of  Bemal  I)iaz»  Hist,  Verdad.,  i.    Ogilby,  HUt,  Am.,  76, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


6  VOYAGE  OF  C0RD6BA  TO  YUCATAN. 

Velazquez  added  a  third  vessel,  a  small  bark,  in  con- 
sideration of  a  share  in  the  speculation.*  After  lay- 
ing in  a  supply  of  cassava,  a  bread  made  from  the 
yucca  root,  and  some  salt  beef,  bacon,  and  glass  beads 
for  barter,  the  expedition  departed  from  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  and  went  round  to  the  north  side  of  the  island. 
There  were  in  all  one  hundred  and  ten*  soldiers,  with 
Antonio  de  Alaminos  as  chief  pilot,  Alonso  Gonza- 
lez priest,  and  Bernardino  Ifliguez  king's  treasurer. 
Here  the  chief  pilot  said  to  the  commander,  "  Down 
from  Cuba  Island,  in  this  sea  of  the  west,  my  heart 
tells  me  there  must  be  rich  lands;  because,  when  I 

says  the  three  associates  were  all  Cuban  planters ;  that  they  equipped  three 
ships,  Velazquez  addinc  one.  This  Hernandez  do  C6rdoba  was  not  he  who 
served  as  lieutenant  under  Pedrarias,  though  of  the  same  name. 

^  Opinion  has  been  divided  as  to  the  original  purpose  of  the  expedition. 
As  it  turned  out,  it  was  thouglit  best  on  all  sides  to  say  nothing  of  the  in- 
human and  unlawful  intention  of  capturing  Indians  for  slaves.  Hence,  in  the 
public  documents,  particularly  in  the  petitions  for  recompense  which  invaria- 
oly  followed  discoveries,  pains  is  taken  to  state  that  it  was  a  voyage  of  dis- 
covery, and  prompted  by  the  governor  of  Cuba.  As  in  the  D^cadas  Abrt^icuUu 
de  los  DeHcuhrirnknlos^  Mendoza^  Col.  Doc.  Inid.^  viii.  5-64,  we  find  that  *EIl 
adelantado  Diego  Velazquez  de  Cuellar  es  autor  del  descubrimiento  de  la 
Nueva  Espana,'  so,  in  effect,  it  is  recorded  everywhere.  Indeed,  Bemal  Diaz 
solenmly  asserts  that  Velazquez  at  first  stipulated  that  he  should  have  three 
cargoes  of  slaves  from  the  Guauaja  Islands,  and  that  the  virtuous  one  hun- 
dred indignantly  refused  so  to  disobey  Cirod  and  the  king  as  to  turn  free  peo- 
ple into  skves.  *  Y  desque  vimos  los  soldados,  que  aquello  que  pediael  Diego 
Velazquez  no  era  justo,  le  respondimos,  que  lo  que  dozia,  no  to  mandaua  Dioo, 
ni  el  Key;  que  hiziessemos  Ji  los  libres  esclavos.*  HiM,  Verdad.^  1.  On  the 
strength  of  which  fiction,  Zamacois,  Hint.  M^j.y  ii.  224,  launches  into  lauda- 
tion of  the  Spanish  character.  The  honest  soldier,  however,  finds  difficulty  ia 
making  the  world  believe  his  statement.  Las  Casas,  Hist.  Ind. ,  iv.  348,  does 
not  hesitate  to  say  very  plainly  that  the  expedition  was  sent  out  to  capture  In- 
dians, *  ir  6  enviar  k  sal  tear  indios  para  traer  d  ella,'  for  which  purpose  there 
were  always  men  with  money  ready;  and  that  on  this  occasion  C6rdoba,  Mo- 
rante,  and  Caicedo  subscribed  1 ,500  or  2,000  castellanos  each,  to  go  and  catch  In- 
dians, either  at  the  Lucayas  Islands  or  elsewhere.  Torquemada,  i.  349,  writes 
more  mildly,  yet  plainly  enough ;  *  para  ir  k  buscar  Indios,  k  las  Islas  Con- 
vecinas,  y  hacer  Rescates,  como  hasta  entoncea  lo  acostumbraban.  *  CogoUudo, 
Hist,  Ywathfuif  1-6,  follows  Bernal  Diaz  almost  literally.  €k)mara,  HuiL  Iu<L, 
60,  is  non-committal,  stating  first  *  para  descubrir  y  rescatar,'  and  afterward, 
*  Otros  dizen  que  para  traer  csclauos  delas  yslas  Guanaxos  a  sus  minas  y  gran- 
jerias.*  Oviedo  and  Herrera  pass  by  the  question.  Landa,  Rel.  de  Yu4icUanf 
16,  'a  rescatar  esclavos  para  las  minas,  que  ya  en  Cuba  se  yva  la  genteapo- 
cando  y  que  otros  dizen  que  salio  a  descubrir  tierra.  *  Says  the  unknown  author 
of  De  JlemM  GeMis  Ferdinandi  CorfeHti^  in  IcazbafcHnt  Col.  Doc.,  i.  338,  *In 
has  igitur  insulas  ad  grassandum  et  praedandum,  ut  ita  dicam,  ire  hi  de  quibos 
Buprii  dictum  est,  constituerant;  non  in  lucatanam. '  It  is  clear  to  my  mind 
that  slaves  were  the  first  object,  and  that  discovery  was  secondary,  and  an 
after-thought. 

>  Bernal  Diaz  holds  persistently  to  1 10.  It  was  1 10  who  came  from  llerm 
Firme,  and  after  divers  recruits  and  additions  the  number  was  still  110. 
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sailed  as  a  boy  with  the  old  admiral,  I  remember  he 
inclined  this  way."  Suddenly  the  vision  of  C6rdoba 
enlarged.  Here  might  be  something  better,  nobler, 
more  profitable  even  than  kidnapping  the  poor  na- 
tives. Despatching  a  messenger  to  Velazquez,  C6r- 
doba  asked,  in  case  new  discoveries  were  made  while 
on  the  way  to  catch  Indians,  for  permission  to  act 
as  the  governor's  lieutenant  in  such  lands.  The  de- 
sired authority  was  granted,  and  from  the  haciendas 
near  by  were  brought  on  board  sheep,  pigs,  and 
mares,  so  that  stock-raising  might  begin  if  settle- 
ments were  formed. 

Sailing  from  the  Habana,  or  San  Crist6bal,  the  8th 
of  February,  1517,  they  came  to  Cape  San  Antonio, 
whence,  on  the  12th,  they  struck  westward,  and  after 
certain  days,*  during  two  of  which  they  were  severely 
tempest-tossed,  they  discovered  land;'  first  the  point 
of  an  island,  where  were  some  fine  salt-fields,  and  cul- 
tivated ground.  The  people  who  appeared  on  the 
shore  were  not  naked  as  on  the  Islands,  but  well 
dressed  in  white  and  colored  cotton,  some  with  orna- 
ments of  gold,  silver,  and  feathers.     The  men  were 

*  Authorities  vary,  from  four  days  given  by  Las  Casas,  and  six  by  Oviedo, 
to  21  by  Bemal  Diaz  and  Herrera.  The  date  of  departure  is  also  disputed, 
hat  the  differences  are  unimportant.  Compare  Peter  Martyr,  dec.  iv.  cap. 
Ti.;  Dinfeifj  RisurrUHiai.  i4m.,  i.  93;  piavigero,  StoriaMess.,  iii.  3;  Las  Comls, 
Hist.  Ind.,  iv.  348-63;  CotjoUudo,  Hist.  Ywathan,  3-8;  Gomara,  Hist.  ImL, 
■60-1;  Benutl  Diaz,  Hut.  Verdad,,  1-2;  Herrera,  dec,  ii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  xvii.; 
Solis,  Hist.  Mex.,  i.  22-4;  Vida  de  Cortin,  or  De  Rebus  Geatis  Ferdinandi  Coi-- 
tessH,  in  Iccaftalceta,  Ctd.  Doc.,  i.  331-41;  March  y  Laboren,  Mariiia Espanola, 
I  46.^;  Robertson's  Hist.  Am.,  i.  237-40;  FancourVs  Hist.  Yuc„  5-8. 

^  Though  remarkably  fair  and  judicious  in  the  main,  Mr  Prescott's  parti- 
ality  for  a  certain  class  of  his  material  is  evident.  To  the  copies  from  the 
Spanish  archives,  most  of  which  have  been  since  published  witn  hundreds  of 
others  equally  or  more  valuable,  he  seemed  to  attach  an  importance  pro^r- 
tionate  to  their  cost.  Thus,  throughout  his  entire  work,  these  papers  are 
paraded  to  the  exclusion  of  the  more  reliable,  but  more  accessible,  standard 
authorities.  In  the  attempt,  at  this  point,  to  follow  at  once  his  document 
and  the  plainly  current  facts,  he  falls  into  an  error  of  which  he  appears  unoon- 
jcions.  He  states,  Conq.  Mex.,  i.  222,  that  C6rdoba  *  sailed  with  three  vessels 
on  an  expedition  to  one  of  the  neighboring  Bahama  Islands,  in  quest  of  Indian 
slaves.  He  encountered  a  succession  of  heavy  gales  which  drove  him  far  out 
of  his  course.'  The  Bahama  Islands  are  eastward  from  Habana,  while  Cape 
San  Antonio  is  to^B^surd  the  west.  All  the  authorities  agree  that  the  expedition 
sailed  directly  westward,  and  that  the  storm  did  not  occur  until  after  Cape 
San  Antonio  had  been  passed,  which  leaves  Mr  Prescott  among  other  errors 
in  that  of  driving  a  fleet  to  the  westward,  in  a  storm,  when  it  has  already 
«ailed  thither  by  the  will  of  its  oommander,  in  fair  weather. 
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bold  and  brave,  and  the  women  well-formed  and  mod- 
est, with  head  and  breast  covered.  Most  wonderful 
of  all,  however,  were  some  great  towers,  built  of 
stone  and  lime,  with  steps  leading  to  the  top;  and 
chapels  covered  with  wood  and  straw,  within  which 
were  found  arranged,  in  artistic  order,  many  idols 
apparently  representing  women,  and  that  led  the 
Spaniards  to  name  the  place  De  Las  Mugeres.*  Pro- 
ceeding northward,  they  came  to  a  larger  point,  of 
island  or  mainland ;  and  presently  they  descried,  two 
leagues  from  the  shore,  a  large  town,  which  was 
called  El  Gran  Cairo. 

While  looking  for  an  anchorage,  on  the  morning  of 
the  4th  of  March,  five  canoes  approached  the  com- 
mander s  vessel,  and  thirty  men  stepped  fearlessly  on 
board.  The  canoes  were  large,  some  of  them  capable 
of  holding  fifty  persons ;  the  men  were  intelligent,  and 
wore  a  sleeveless  cloak  and  apron  of  cotton.*^  The 
Spaniards  gave  them  bacon  and  bread  to  eat,  and  to 
each  a  necklace  of  green  glass  beads.  After  closely 
scrutinizing  the  ship  and  its  belongings,  the  natives  put 
off  for  the  shore.  Early  next  day  appeared  the  cacique 
with  many  men  in  twelve  canoes,  making  signs  of 
friendship,  and  crying,  Conex  cotoch!  that  is  to  say^ 
Come  to  our  houses;  whence  the  place  was  called 
Punta  de  Catoche,*  which  name  it  bears  to-day. 

*  Following  Gromara  and  Torquemada,  Galvano  mentions  the  name  of  m>- 
other  place  in  this  voyage  than  that  of  Punta  de  las  Dneflas,  which  he  places  in 
latitude  20**.  He  farther  remarks,  Descobrimentos,  131,  'He  gete  milhor  atau- 
iada  que  ha  em  neuhua  outra  terra,  &  cnizes  em  q*  os  Indios  adorauam,  A  os- 
punham  sobre  seus  defuntos  quando  faleciam,  donde  parecia  que  em  algum  tepo- 
se  sentio  aly  a  fe  de  Christo.  The  anonymous  author  of  De  Bebits  Gestis  and 
all  the  best  authorities  recognize  this  as  the  first  discovery.  *  Sioque  non  ad 
Guanaxos,  quos  petebant,  appulerunt,  sed  ad  Muliemm  promontorium. '  Fer- 
nando Colon  places  on  his  map,  1527,  y:  de  mujeres;  Diego  de  Ribero,  1529, 
d'  mugeres,  the  next  name  north  being  amazonas.  Vaz  Dourado,  1571,  lays 
down  three  islands  which  he  calls  p:,  de  magreles;  Hood,  1592,  Y,  de  nrneres; 
Laet,  1633,  7«  de  mucheres,-  Ogilby,  1671,  y«  desconoeida;  Dampier,  1699. 
/.  mugeras;  JeflFerys,  1776,  /«  de  Mujeres j  or  WomaiCs  I.  It  was  this  name- 
that  led  certain  of  the  chroniclers  to  speak  of  islands  off  the  coast  of  Yncatan. 
inhabited  by  Amazons.  *  Sirvi6  de  asilo  en  nuestros  dias  al  celebro  pirata 
Lafitte.'  Boletin  de  la  Sociedad  Mex.  de  Oeog.,  iii.  224. 

'  For  a  description  of  these  people  see  BancrqfVs  Native  Rares^  i.  645-747. 

®  See  Landa,  ReL  de  Yuc.f  6.  *  Domum  Cotoche  sonat:  indicabant  enim: 
domus  et  oppidum  hand  long6  abesse.'  De  Rebus  Oegtia  Ferdinandi  Corienij  ixk 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ARRIVAL  AT  CAMPBCHE.  » 

Thus  invited,  C6rdoba,  with  several  of  his  officers^ 
and  twenty-five  soldiers  armed  with  cross-bows  and 
firelocks,  accompanied  the  natives  to  the  shore,  where 
the  cacique  with  earnest  invitations  to  visit  his  town 
managed    to  lead  them  into  ambush.     The  natives, 
fought  with  flint-edged  wooden  swords,  lances,  bows> 
and  slings,  and  were  protected  by  armors  of  quilted 
cotton  and  shields,  their  faces  being  painted  and  their 
heads   plumed.     They  charged   the   enemy  bravely, 
amidst  shouts  and  noise  of  instruments;  several  of 
the  Spaniards  were  wounded,  two  fatally.    At  length 
the  natives  gave  way  before  the  sharp  and  sulphurous 
enginery  of  their  exceedingly  strange  visitants,  leav- 
ing fifteen  of  their  number  dead  upon  the  ground. 
Two  youths  were  taken  prisoners,  who  were  after- 
ward baptized  and  named  Julian  and  Melchor,  and 
profitably  employed   by  the  Spaniards  as  interpret- 
ers.     Near  the  battle-ground   stood  three    more  of 
those   curious  stone  temples,  one  of  which  was  en- 
tered by  Father  Gonzalez  during  the  fight,  and  the 
earthen  and  wooden  idols  and  ornaments  and  plates 
of  inferior  gold  found  there  were  carried  away  to  the 
ship. 

Embarking,  and  proceeding  westward,  the  Span- 
iards arrived  a  fortnight  later  at  Campeche,*  where 
their  amazement  was  increased  on  beholding  the 
number  and  beauty  of  the  edifices,  while  the  blood 

Icazbalceta,  Col.  Doc.,  i.  339.  ' Oonez  cotoche,  q  quiere dezir,  Andad  aca  a  mi» 
caaas.'  Hcrrera^  dec.  ii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  xvii.  'Cotohe,  cotohe,'  that  is  to  say, 
*a  house.'  FancourVs  Hist.  Yuc,,  6.  *  Cotoche,  q  quiere  dezir  casa.*  OomarUy 
Higt.  Ind.,  61.  '  Con  escotoch,  con  eacotoch,  y  quiere  dezir,  andad  adl  &  mi» 
caaas.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  2.  This,  the  north-eastern  point  of  Yuca- 
tan, is  on  Fernando  Colon's  map,  1527,  gotoche;  on  the  map  of  Diego  de  Ribero, 
1529,  p:  d* cotoche;  Vaz  Dourado,  1571,  C;.  de  quoteche;  Pilestrina,  c;.  de  sam- 
palq.  Hood  places  a  little  west  of  the  cape  a  bay,  B.  de  contZ;  the  next  nam» 
west  is  AtaXcLia,  Ooldachmidt'a  Cartog.  Pac.  Coast,  MS.,  i.  358.  Kohl,  Beiden^ 
altesien  karien,  103,  brings  the  expedition  here  the  1st  of  March.  La«  Casas, 
Hist.  Ind,,  iv.  350,  confounds  Cdrdoba's  and  Grijalva's  voyages  in  this  respect, 
that  brings  the  former  at  once  to  Cozumel,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  Cordoba 
never  saw  that  island. 

*  So  called  by  the  natives,  but  by  the  Spaniards  named  San  Ldzaro,  be- 
cause *  it  was  a  Domingo  de  Lazaro '  when  they  landed.  Yet  Ribero  writes. 
chdpa,  while  Vaz  Dourado  employs  lUuaro,  and  Hood,  Campechy;  Laet  givea 
the  name  correctly;  Og^by  and  Jcfferys  call  the  place  S.  Frco  de  Campeche^ 
'Los  Indios  le  dezid  Quimpech.'  Herrera,  dec  ii.  hb.  ii  cap.  xviL 
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and  other  evidences  of  human  sacrifice  discovered 
about  the  altars  of  the  temples  filled  their  souls  with 
horror.  And  as  they  were  viewing  these  monu- 
ments of  a  superior  culture,  the  troops  of  armed 
natives  increased,  and  the  priests  of  the  temples, 
producing  a  bundle  of  reeds,  set  fire  to  it,  signify- 
ing to  the  visitors  that  unless  they  took  their  de- 
parture before  the  reeds  were  consumed  every  one  of 
them  would  be  killed.  Remembering  their  wounds 
at  Catoche,  the  Spaniards  took  the  hint  and  de- 
parted 

They  were  soon  caught  in  a  storm  and  severely 
shaken;  after  which  they  began  to  look  about  for 
water,  which  had  by  this  time  become  as  precious  to 
them  as  the  Tyrian  mures  tincture,  of  which  each 
fihell-fish  gave  but  a  single  drop.  They  accordingly 
came  to  anchor  near  a  village  called  Potonchan,  but 
owing  to  a  sanguinary  battle  in  which  they  were 
driven  back,  C6rdoba  named  the  place  Bahfa  de  Mala 
Pelea.^°  In  this  engagement  the  natives  did  not 
shrink  from  fighting  hand  to  hand  with  the  foe. 
Fifty-seven  Spaniards  were  killed  on  the  spot,  two 
were  carried  off  alive,  and  five  died  subsequently  on 
shipboard.  Those  whom  the  natives  could  not  kill 
they  followed  to  the  shore,  in  their  disappointed 
rage,  wading  out  into  the  sea  after  them,  like  the 
bloodthirsty  Cyclops  who  pursued  the  Trojan  ^neas 
and  his  crew.  But  one  man  escaped  unharmed,  and 
he  of  all  the  rest  was  selected  for  slaughter  by  the 
natives  of  Florida.  Cordoba  received  twelve  wounds; 
Bernal  Diaz  three.  The  survivors  underwent  much 
suffering  before   reaching   Cuba,   for   the   continued 

*°Now  Champoton,  applied  to  river  and  town.  Ribero  writes  camrd; 
Hood,  Chamjyoto;  Mercator,  Chapdton,  and  town  next  north,  Maranffa.  Po- 
tonchan, in  the  aboriginal  tongue,  signifies,  'Stinking  Place.'  Mercator  has 
jilso  the  town  of  Pofochan^  west  of  Tabasco  River.  West-fndi9c?te  Spiegkd^ 
Palocham,  Laet,  Ogilby,  and  Jefferys  follow  with  ChampoUm  in  the  usual 
Tariations.  *  Y  llegaron  d  otra  provincia,'  says  Oviedo,  i.  498,  *  que  los  indies 
llaman  Arjuanily  y  el  principal  pueblo  della  se  dice  Moscoba^  y  el  rev  6  cacique 
de  aqiiel  seAorio  se  llama  Chiapoton ; '  and  thus  the  author  of  De  kebus  Chstis 
Ferdiuaruli  Cort^sii,  *Nec  din  navigavenuit,  dim  Mochooobocum  perveniunt.' 
icazbalcrla,  Col.  Doc,,  i.  340. 
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liostilities  of  the  natives  prevented  their  obtaining 
the  needful  supply  of  water. 

There  being  no  one  else  to  curse  except  them- 
selves, they  cursed  the  pilot,  Alaminos,  for  his  dis- 
covery, aud  for  still  persisting  in  calling  the  country 
an  island.  Then  they  left  Mala  Pelea  Bay  and  re- 
turned along  the  coast,  north-eaistwardly,  for  three 
days,  when  they  entered  an  opening  in  the  shore  to 
which  they  gave  the  name  of  Estero  de  los  Lagartos," 
from  the  multitude  of  caimans  found  there.  After 
burning  one  of  the  ships  which  had  become  unsea- 
worthy,  C6rdoba  crossed  from  this  point  to  Florida, 
and  thence  proceeded  to  Cuba,  where  he  died  from 
his  wounds,  ten  days  after  reaching  his  home  at  Santi 
Espiritu. 

Diego  Velazquez  was  much  interested  in  the  details 
of  this  discovery.  He  closely  questioned  the  two  cap- 
tives about  their  country,  its  gold,  its  great  buildings, 
and  the  plants  which  grew  there.  When  shown  the 
yucca  root  they  assured  the  governor  that  they  were 
familiar  with  it,  and  that  it  was  called  by  them  tale^ 
though  in  Cuba  the  ground  in  which  the  yucca  grew 
bore  that  name.  From  these  two  words,  according 
to  Bemal  Diaz,  comes  the  name  Yucatan;  for  while 
the  governor  was  speaking  to  the  Indians  of  yucca 
and  tale^  some  Spaniards  standing  by  exclaimed,  "You 
see,  sir,  they  call  their  country  Yucatan."" 

>i  Pinzon  and  Solis  must  have  found  alligators  in  their  northward  cruise, 
otherwise  Peter  Martyr  could  not  honestly  lay  down  on  his  map  of  India  be- 
yond the  Ganges,  in  1510,  the  baya  d'  lagartos  north  of  guanase.  Mariners 
must  have  ffiven  the  coast  a  bad  name,  for  directly  north  of  the  B.  de  la  of 
Colon,  the  It:,  de  lofj  f  tos  of  Ribero,  the  B:,  de  layarts  of  Vaz  Dourado,  and 
the  R.  de  Lagartos  of  Hood,  are  placed  some  reefs  by  all  these  chart-makers, 
and  to  which  they  give  the  name  AlacrarwSf  Scorpions.  The  next  name  west 
of  Lagartos  on  Map  No.  x.,  Munich  AiUu,  is  coHanisa,  and  on  No.  xiii.  Ostanca, 
Again  next  west,  on  both,  is  Meilanos.  On  No.  x.,  next  to  cottta  iiisa,  and  on 
No.  xiii. ,  west  of  Punta  de  leu  Arenas,  is  the  name  A  ncones.  Ogilby  gives  here 
B.  de  Conil,  and  in  the  interior  south,  a  town  ConJl;  east  of  B,  de  Lagartos  is 
also  the  town  Quyo,  and  in  large  letters  the  name  Chtiaca. 

^*  *  Dezian  los  fispafiolcs  ^  estavan  hablado  con  el  Diego  Velazquez,  y  con  los 
Indios:  Seiior  estos  Indios  dizen,  que  su  tierra  se  llama  Yucata,  v  assi  se,  qued6 
•CO  este  n6bre,  que  en  propria  lengua  no  se  dize  assi. '  HiMt.  Verdad. ,  5.  Gomara, 
Hist.  Ind,,  60,  states  that  after  naming  Catoche,  a  little  farther  on  the  Span- 
iards met  some  native%  of  whom  they  asked  the  name  of  the  town  near  by. 
Tecteta,  was  the  reply,  which  means,  '  I  do  not  understand.'    The  SpaniardB, 
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The  people  of  this  coast  seemed  to  have  heard  ct 
the  Spaniards,  for  at  several  places  they  shouted  'Cas- 
tilians!'  and  asked  the  strangers  by  signs  if  they  did 
not  come  from  toward  the  rising  sun.  Yet,  neither 
the  glimpse  caught  of  Yucatan  by  Pinzon  and  Solis 
in  1506  while  in  search  of  a  strait  north  of  Guanaja 
Island  where  Columbus  had  been,  nor  the  piratical 
expedition  of  C6rdoba,  in  1 517,  can  properly  be  called 
the  discovery  of  Mexico. ^^  Meanwhile  Mexico  can 
well  afford  to  wait,  being  in  no  haste  for  European 
civilization,  and  the  attendant  boons  which  Europe 
seems  so  desirous  of  conferring. 

accepting  this  as  the  answer  to  their  question,  called  the  comitry  Yectetan, 
and  soon  Yucatan.  Waldeck,  Voy.  Pittorestjue,  25,  derives  the  name  from  the 
native  word  ouyotichutan,  *  listen  to  what  they  say. '  The  native  name  was  Maya. 
See  Bancroft's  NaXiw  Race»^  v.  614-34.  There  are  various  other  theories  and 
renderings,  among  them  the  following:  In  answer  to  (^rdoba's  inquiry  as  to 
the  name  of  their  country,  the  natives  exclaimed,  '  «y  m  tan,  esto  es :  oyw  como 
haJbla?^  Zamncois,  Hist.  Mcj,,  ii.  228.     *Que  preguntundo  a  estos  Indios,  ei 

auia  en  su  tierra  aquellas  rayzes  que  so  llama  Yuca Respondian  Ilatli,  por 

la  tierra  en  que  se  plan  tan,  y  que  de  Yuca  juntado  con  Ilatli,  se  dixo  Yucatta, 
yde  alii  Yucatan.*  Henera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  xviii.  Whencesoever  the  origin, 
it  was*  clearly  a  mistake,  as  there  never  was  an  aboriginal  designation  for  the 
whole  country,  nor,  like  the  Japanese,  have  they  names  for  their  straits  or 
bays.  For  some  time  Yucatan  was  supposed  to  be  an  island.  Grijalva  called 
the  country  hla  de  Santa  Maria  de  Remedioa,  though  tliat  term  was  employed 
by  few.  In  early  documents  the  two  names  are  united ;  instance  the  instruc- 
tions of  Velazquez  to  Cortes,  where  the  country  is  called  la  Ysla  de  Yucatan 
Sta  Marin  de  Remedios.  On  Cort<5s'  chart  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  1520,  it  is 
called  Yucatan,  and  represented  as  an  island.  Colon,  1527,  and  Ribero,  1529, 
who  write  Ivcatan;  Ptolemy,  in  Munaterj  1530,  lucatana;  Orontius,  on  his 
globe,  1531,  lucatana;  Munich  Atlas,  no.  iv.,  1532-40,  cucatnn;  Baptista 
Agnese,  1540-50,  iucatan;  Mercator,  1569,  Ivcatan;  Michael  Lok,  1582,  In- 
coton;  Hondius,  1595,  Laet,  Ogilby,  etc.,  Ytu^atany  which  now  assumes  penin^ 
Bular  proportions. 

^'  The  term  Mexico  has  widely  different  meanings  under  different  condi- 
tions. At  first  it  signified  only  the  capital  of  the  Nahua  nation,  and  it  wa» 
five  hundred  years  before  it  overspread  the  territory  now  known  by  that  name. 
Mexico  City  was  founded  in  1325,  and  was  called  Mexico  TenocfUUlan,  The 
latter  appellation  has  been  connected  with  Tenuch,  the  Aztec  leader  at 
this  time,  and  with  the  sicn  of  a  nopal  on  a  stone,  called  in  Aztec,  re- 
K)ectively  nocHli  and  tetl,  the  final  syllable  representing  locality,  and  the 
first,  te,  divinity  or  superiority.  The  word  Mexico,  however,  was  then 
rarely  used,  Tenochtitlan  being  the  common  term  employed ;  and  this  was 
retained  by  the  Spaniards  for  some  time  after  the  conquest,  even  in 
imperial  decrees,  and  in  the  official  records  of  the  city,  thoush  in  th« 
corrupt  forms  of  TemvUitan,  TenuHitan,  etc.  See  Libro  de  CabilS),  1524-9, 
MS.  Torquemada,  L  293,  states  distinctly  that  even  in  his  time  the  natives 
never  employed  any  other  designation  for  the  ancient  city  than  Tenochtitlan^ 
which  was  also  the  name  of  uie  chief  and  fashionable  ward.  Solis,  Conq. 
Mex.,  i.  390,  is  of  opinion  that  Mexico  was  the  name  of  the  ward,  Tenoch- 
titlan being  applied  to  the  whole  city,  in  which  cas^  Mexico  Tenocbtitlaii 
would  sigmfy  the  ward  Mexico  of  the  city  Tenochtitlan.    GradTially  the 
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It 


Spanish  records  began  to  add  Mexico  to  TenochtitUn,  and  in  tlioae  of  th« 
first  provincial  council,  held  in  1555,  we  find  written  TenuxtUlan  Mexico, 
€oncuios  Prov.y  i.  and  ii,  MS.  In  the  course  of  time  the  older  and  more  in- 
tricate name  disappeared,  though  the  city  arms  always  retained  the  symbolic 
nopal  and  stone.  Clavigero,  Staria  Mess,,  L  168;  iv.  205-70;  Soe,  Mex.  Otog. 


Asms  ov  tbb  Bbfubuc  ov  ICbzzoo. 

BoUtin,  viii.  408-16;  Veytia,  Hist,  Ant,  M^.,  ii.  157-9;  Humboldt,  EssaiPol, 
i,  140-7;  Catfo,  Tres  Siglos,  i.  2;  Carbaial  Espinma,  Hutt.  Mex.,  i,  92-3.  See 
also  MoUna,  Vocabulario.  A  number  of  derivations  have  been  given  to  the  word 
Mexico,  as  mexitli,  navel  of  the  nu^ey;  metl-ico,  place  amidst  the  maguey; 
meixcOf  on  the  maguey  border;  mecUii,  hare;  metzUi,  moon;  amcxica,  or  mexica, 
you  of  the  anointed  ones.  The  signification  spring,  or  fountain,  has  also  been 
applied.  But  most  writers  have  contented 
themselves  by  assuming  it  to  be  identical 
with  the  mexi,  mexUl,  or  tnecitl,  appellation 
of  the  war  cod,  Huitzilopochtli,  to  which 
has  been  aoded  the  co,  an  affix  implying 
locality;  hence  Mexico  would  imply  the 
place  or  settlement  of  Mexica,  or  Mexicans, 
This  war  god,  Huitzilopochtli,  as  is  well 
known,  was  the  mythic  leader  and  chief 
deitv  of  the  Aztecs,  the  dominant  tribe  of 
the  Nahna  nation.  It  was  by  this  august 
personage,  who  was  also  called  Mexitl, 
that,  according  to  tradition,  the  name  was 
given  them  in  the  twelfth  century,  and  in 
these  words:  *Inaxcanaocmoamotocayna- 
maz  te  ca  ye  am  mexica,'  Henceforth  bear 
ye  not  the  name  Azteca,  but  Mexica.  With 
this  command  they  received  the  distin- 
ffuishing  mark  of  a  patch  of  gum  and 
feathers  to  wear  upon  their  forehead  and 
ears.  BcmcrofCs  Isalivt  Races,  ii.  559 ;  iii. 
295-6;  ▼.  324-^  et  passim.  I  can  offer  no 
stronger  proof  as  to  the  way  in  which  the 
name  was  regarded  at  the  time  of  the  con- 
quest, and  anerwards,  than  by  placing  side  by  side  the  maps  of  the  sixteenth 
century  and  instituting  a  comparison.  In  Apiano,  Cosmographica,  1575,  is 
a  map,  supposed  to  Jm  a  copy  of  one  drawn  by  Apiouus  in  1520,  on  which 
ThemUteUm  is  given  apparently  to  a  larce  lake  in  the  middle  of  Mexico; 
Fernando  Colon,  in  1527,  and  Diego  de  Kibero,  1529,  both  give  the  word 
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Mexico  in  small  letters,  inland,  as  if  applied  to  a  town,  although  no  town  » 
designated;  Ptolemy,  in  Munsttr,  1530,  gives  TemistUan;  Munich  Atlcu,  no. 
Ti.,  supposed  to  have  been  drawn  between  1532  and  1540,  Timitisian  vd 
Meaicho;  Baptista  Acnese,*  1540-50,  Ttmitistan  vel  Mfnco;  Ramusio,  1565, 
Mexico;  Merc(Uor*8  Atlas,  1569,  Mexico,  as  a  city,  and  TenucfuUan ;  Michael 
Lok,  1582,  Mexico,  in  Hondius,  about  1595,  in  Druke*8  World  EncompoMcd, 
the  city  is  Mexico,  and  the  guLf  Bcua  d%  Meonco;  Hondius,  in  Purchas,  His 
PUgrimes,  Laet,  Ogilby,  Dampier,  West-hidiache  Spieyhel,  Jacob  Colom,  and 
other  seventeenth-century  authorities,  give  uniformly  to  the  city,  or  to  the 
dty  and  province,  but  not  to  the  country  at  large,  the  name  as  at  present 
written. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

JUAN  DE  GRUALVA  EXPLORES  THE  WESTERN  SIDE  OF  TER 
MEXICAN  GULF. 

1518. 

Velazquez   Plans  a  New  Expedition— Gives  the  Command  to  his 
Nephew,  Juan  deGrijalva— Who  Embarks  at  Santl\go  and  Strike* 

THE  CJONTINENT  AT  COZUMEL  ISLAND— COASTS  SOUTHWARD  TO  ASCENSION 

Ray — Then  Turns  and  Doubles  Cape  Catoche— Naming  of  New 
Spain — Fight  at  Champoton— Arrival  at  Lag  una  de  TArminos — 
Alaminos,  the  Pilot,  is  Satisfied  that  Yucatan  is  an  Island^ 
They  Ck>AST  westward  and  Discover  the  Rivers  San  Pedro  y  San 
Pablo  akd  Tabasco— Notable  Interview  at  this  Place  between 
the  Europeans  and  the  Americans— The  Culhua  Country — They 
Pass  La  Rambla,  TonalI,  the  Rio  Goazacoalco,  the  Mountain  of 
San  Mahtix,  the  Rivers  of  Alvarado  and  Banderas,  and  Come  to 
Islands  of  Sacrificios  and  San  Juan  de  Ulua. 


As  Diego  Velazquez  talked  with  C6rdoba's  men^ 
and  with  the  captives,  Melchor  and  Julian,  and  ex- 
amined the  articles  obtained  from  the  natives,  their 
superior  kind  and  workmanship,  and  the  gold  and 
images  taken  from  the  temple  at  Catoche  by  Father 
Gonzalez,  all  grew  significant  of  yet  greater  things 
beyond.  The  hardships  attending  the  expedition  were 
light  to  him  who  did  not  share  them,  and  the  late 
commander  being  now  dead,  the  governor  found  him- 
self free  to  act  as  best  suited  him. 

He  determined  at  once  on  a  new  expedition.  There 
was  a  young  man  who  seemed  admirably  fitted  for 
the  purpose,  Juan  de  Grijalva,  a  gentleman  of  the 
governor's  own  town  of  Cudllar,  nephew  of  Velaz- 
quez, though  some  deny  the  fact;  he  was  twenty- 
eight  years  of  age,  handsome,  chivalrous,  courteous, 

(15) 
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.and  as  honest  as  he  was  brave.  He  had  been  with 
the  governor  for  some  time,  and  the  wonder  was  how 
so  bad  a  master  should  have  so  good  a  man.  There 
was  no  lack  of  volunteers,  two  hundred  and  forty^ 
coming  forward  at  once;  among  them  several  who 
afterward  became  famous.  Two  caravels  were  added 
to  the  two  brought  back  by  C6rdoba,  making  in  all, 
refitted  and  equipped,  four  vessels,  the  San  SehastiaUy 
the  Trinidadj  the  Santiago,  and  the  Santa  Maria  de 
los  Bemedios.  The  pilots  and  manv  of  the  men  from 
the  former  expedition  were  engaged,  and  some  natives 
of  Cuba  were  taken  as  servants.  Grijalva,  as  com- 
mander of  the  armada,  directed  one  vessel,  and  Pe- 
<lro  de  Alvarado,  Alonso  Ddvila,  and  Francisco  de 
Montejo,^  were  appointed  captains  of  the  others. 
Orijalva's  instructions  were  not  to  settle,  but  only  to 
discover  and  trade.^  License  was  obtained  from  the 
Jeronimite  Fathers,  who  stipulated  that  Francisco  de 
Penalosa  should  accompany  the  expedition  as  veedor. 
As  priest,  attended  one  Juan  Diaz,*  and  Diego  de 
Godoy  went  as  notary. 

'SolisandHerrerasay230;  GomaraandGalvano,200;  Peter  Martyr,  300,  etc. 

'  Torquemada,  i.  353,  asserts  that  Monte  jo  furnished  his  own  vessel,  and 
that  Alonso  Hernandez  Puertocarrero,  Alonso  Ddvila,  Diego  de  Ordaz,  and 
•others,  went  at  their  own  cost. 

^  As  upon  this  point,  that  is  to  say,  the  orders  and  their  fulfilment,  tamed 
the  destiny,  not  only  of  Grijalva,  but  of  the  conquest,  there  has  been  much 
controversy  over  it.  '  Si  luan  de  Grijalua  supiera  conocer  aquella  buena  ve- 
tura,  y  poblara  alii  como  los  de  su  compaiiia  le  rogauan,  fueraotro  Cortes,  mas 
no  era  para  el  tan  to  bien,  ni  Ueuaua  comission  de  poblar.*  Oamara,  Hist.  Ind., 
57-8.  Partisans  of  Cortes  regard  Grijalva  with  disdain,  while  no  one  seems 
greatly  to  care  for  Velazquez.  Bemal  Diaz  was  of  opinion  that  the  matter  of 
founding  a  colony  was  left  to  Grijalva's  discretion;  but  Las  Casas,  who  had 
much  better  opportunities  for  knowing,  being  intimate  witli  the  governor,  and 
at  sjiecial  pains  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the  matter,  states  clearly  that  Gri- 
jalva's instructions  were  positive,  that  he  should  not  settle  but  only  trade. 
*  Bartolome  de  las  Casas,  autor  de  mucha  fe,  y  qiie  con  particular  cuydado  lo 
quiso  saber,  y  era  gran  amigo,  y  muy  intimo  de  Diego  Velazquez,  dize  que  fue 
la  instruccion  que  espressamente  no  poblasse,  sino  q  solamente  rescatasse." 
Herreray  dec.  ii.  lib.  iii.  cap.  i.  So  hold  Torquemada,  SoUs,  and  all  careful 
writers  on  the  subject. 

^  Or  as  he  calls  himself,  '  capellano  maggior '  of  the  armada.  Long  befors 
the  soldier,  Bemal  Diaz,  published  his  'True  History,*  Juan  Diaz  hiul  given 
to  the  world  an  aecount  of  the  voyage,  liineraiio  de  la  iaola  de  luchatan,  fol- 
lowing the  Itiinrario  deLvdovico  de  Varthema  Bolognese  7iellaEgiUo,  etc.,  in  a 
volume  printed  at  Venice  in  1520.  Juan  Diaz  disputes  the  honor  with 
Bartolome  de  Olmedo  of  having  first  said  mass  in  the  city  of  Mexico. 
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Embarking  from  Santiago  de  Cuba  the  8th  of 
April,  1518,  and  leaving  Cape  San  Antonio  on  Satur- 
day,* the  first  of  May,  they  fell  to  the  south  of  their 
intended  course,  and  on  Monday  sighted  the  island 
of  Cozumel,*  which  they  named  Santa  Cruz,'  "be- 
cause,** says  Galvano,  "  they  came  to  it  the  third  of 
May."  After  passing  round  the  northern  point  on 
the  sixth*    in  search  of  anchorage,  the  commander 

^  Here  again  Prescott  falls  into  error  in  attempting  to  follow  a  mannscript 
copy  of  Juan  Diaz,  without  doe  hee<l  to  the  standard  clironiclers.  Mr  Pres- 
cott writes,  Mex.,  i.  224,  *The  fleet  left  the  port  of  St  Jago  de  Cuba,  May 
1,  1518,'  and  refers  to  the  liinerario  of  Juan  Diaz  in  proof  of  his  statement. 
But  Juan  Diaz  makes  no  such  statement.  '  Sabbato  il  primo  giomo  del  mese 
de  Maze,'  he  says,  Jliiierario,  in  Ifcahcdceta^  Col.  Doc.,  i.  *Sl,  *de  questo 
sopradito  anno  parti  il  dicto  capitaneo  de  larmata  de  lisola  Femandina.' 
Saturday,  the  Ist  day  of  May,  the  armada  left  the  island  of  Femandina,  or 
Cuba,  llie  writer  does  not  intimate  that  they  left  the  port  of  Santiago  on 
that  day,  which,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  did  not,  but  the  extreme  western 
point  of  the  island.  Cape  San  Antonio.  This  Prescott  might  further  haye 
learned  from  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  iii.  cap.  i.,  '  Despachado  pues  luaii  de  Grijalua 
de  todo  punto,  salio  del  pnerto  de  Satiago  de  Cuba,  a  ocho  de  Abril  deste  aiio 
de  1518;'  from  Bemal  Diaz,  Hitt.  Verda/I,y  6,  who  states  that  all  met  and  at- 
tended mass  at  Matanzas,  the  5th  of  April,  just  prior  to  sailing;  *  Y  despues 
de  auer  otdo  Missa  con  gran  deuocion,  en  cinco  dias  del  mes  de  Abril  do  mil  y 
nuinientoB  y  diez  y  ochoafios  dimes  vela;'  from  Solis,  Contj.  Mex.,  i.  25,  'tar- 
oaron  finalmente  en  hacerse  d  la  mar  hasta  los  ocho  de  Abril ; '  from  Robertson, 
J  Jut.  Am.,  i.  241,  '  He  sailed  from  St  Jugo  de  Cuba  on  the  8th  of  April,'  etc. 
Temaux-Compuuis  perpetrates  two  gross  blunders  in  the  first  four  lines  of 
his  translation  of  this  liinerario  of  Juan  Diaz.  First  he  writes  March  for  May, 
* cnuivocando, '  as  Icazbalceta  says,  *l.i  palabra  inazo  del  original  con  marzo,* 
and,  secondly,  he  brings  the  fleet  to  Cozumel  Ishiud  on  the  4th,  when  his  author 
xi-rites  the  Sd,  which  is  enough,  without  the  palpable  absurdity  of  making 
Monday  the  4th  day  of  a  month  wherein  the  previous  Saturday  was  the  Ist. 
Oviedo  states,  i.  503,  that  *  salieron  del  puerto  de  la  cibdad  de  Sanctiago  A  los 
veynte  ^  9inco  dias  del  mes  de  enero ; '  that  they  were  at  M.-iCanzns  the  12th  of 
February,  at  Habona  the  7th  of  April;  that  they  left  Matanzas  finally  the 
20th  of  Apiil,  and  San  Antonio  the  1st  of  May,  in  all  which,  except  the  last 
statement,  he  i?  somewhat  confused. 

*  Like  a  good  soldier,  Bemal  Diaz  makes  the  time  fit  the  occixsion.  'A  este 
pueb!o,'  he  says,  Hinl.  Verdad.y  7,  'pusimos  por  nombre  Santa  Cruz;  ponj 
quatro,  6  cinco  diaz  antes  de  Santa  Cruz  le  vimos.'  The  native  name  of  the 
island  was  A  cusamil — Landa,  Ref.  de  Yuc. ,  20,  writes  it  Cuzmii;  CogoUudo,  HifU. 
Yucathan,  10,  CvzamU — Swallow's  IsUind,  which  was  finally  corrupted  into 
the  Cozomel  of  the  Spaniards.  Mercator,  indeed,  writes  Acummit,  in  1569, 
although  Colon,  Ribero,  and  Hood  had  previously  given  co^urm'f,  cczHrryly  and 
Contmel,  reepftctively.  Vaz  Dourado  comes  out,  in  1571,  with  quotjumeil,  since 
which  time  the  name  has  been  generally  written  as  at  present. 

'  Some  of  the  authorities  apply  the  name  Santa  Cruz  to  a  port;  others  to  a 
town  found  there;  but  it  was  unquestionably  the  islund  to  whicli  they  gave 
this  name.  *  A  questa  isola  de  Cozumel  che  ahora  se  adimanda  Santa  ^roce.' 
Dica,  fUnerario,  in  Icasbalcrta.  Cd.  Doc.,  i.  287.  *Se  le  pup^  nombre  d  eata 
Isla  Sancia  Cruz,  d  la  qual  los  indios  lUunan  CoqumcL'  Oviedo,  i.  504. 

•  This,  according  to  Diaz ;  Oviedo  says  they  landed  on  Wednesday,  the  5th, 
and  again  on  the  6th ;  and  Bemal  Diaz  affirms  that  the  landing  took  place  on 
the  south  side  of  the  island. 

Hist.  Max..  Vol.  I.    1 
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landed  with  a  hundred  men,  and  ascending  a  high 
tower  took  possession  of  the  country;  after  which, 
mass  was  said.  And  Las  Casas  questions  if  it  was 
quite  right  for  Juan  Diaz  to  hold  this  solemn  service 
in  a  place  where  sacrifices  were  wont  to  be  made  to 
Satan;  for  even  between  the  two  great  and  formal 
exercises  of  the  Spaniards,  an  old  Indian  priest  with 
his  attendants  had  entered  and  had  blown  incense 
before  the  idols,  as  if  to  rouse  his  gods  to  vindicate 
their  might  before  these  opposing  worshippers.     To 


the  point  w^as  given  the  name  San  Felipe  y  Santiago, 
and  to  a  town  standing  near,  that  of  San  Juan  ante 
Portam  Latinam.  Then  they  entered  the  town,  and 
found  there  houses  of  stone,  and  paved  streets,  in  the 
eyes  of  Juan  Diaz  not  unlike  the  towns  of  Spanisli 
construction.  Meanwhile,  a  small  party  penetrated 
one  or  two  leagues  into  the  interior,  and  observed 
other  towns  and  cultivated  lands. 

While  crossing  to  the  Yucatan  coast  the  following 
day,  they  descried  in  the  distance  three  towns,  and, 
as  they  descended  toward  the  south,  a  city  **so  large 
that  Seville  could   not  show  to  better  advantage." 
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Next  they  came  to  a  great  opening  in  the  shore,  to 
which,  after  Alaminos  had  examined  it  in  a  boat,  they 

Save  the  name  of  Bahia  de  la  Ascension,  from  the 
ay  of  discovery.  Unable  to  find  a  pass  in  this  di- 
rection round  the  supposed  island  of  Yucatan,  they 
turned  back,  passed  Cozumel,  and,  rounding  the  penin- 
sula, arrived  at  Campeche  the  25th,  rescuing  on  their 
way  a  woman  from  J amaica. 

Everywhere   they  beheld  the  same  evidences  of 
high  culture  seen  by  C6rdoba,  the  tower-temples  and 
crosses  of  the  Mayas  rising  from  gracefully  outlined 
promontories,  and  glistening  white  from  behind  le- 
gended  hills,  leading  them  every  moment  to  antici- 
pate the  discovery  of  some  magnificent  city,  such  as 
in  our  day  has  been  revealed  to  an  admiring  poster- 
ity;  for  while  the  East  buries  her  ancient  cities  in 
dust,  the   West  none  the  less  effectually  hides  hers 
in  foliage.     And  of  the  •monuments  to  the  greatness 
of  the  past,  and  of  the  profitless  millions  here  en- 
gendered, who  shall  speak?     And  why  do  men  call 
nature    considerate   or  kind?     Does  she  not  create 
only  to  destroy,  and  bestow  blessings  and  cursings 
with  the   same  merciless  indifference?     Surpassingly 
lovely,  she  is  at  once   siren,  nurse,  and  sanguinary 
beldam.      This  barren  border  of  the  peninsula  rested 
under  a  canopy  of  clear  or  curtained  sky,  and  glared 
in  mingled  gloom  and  brightness  beside  the  fickle 
gulf;  and   from  the  irregular  plains  of  the  interior 
came  the  heated,  perfumed  air,  telling  here  of  tree- 
less table-lands,  of  languid  vegetation,  and  there  of 
forests  and   evergreen  groves.     "It  is  like  Spain," 
cried  one.      And  so  they  called  the  country  Nueva 
Espafia,*  which  name,  at  first   applied  only  to  the 

*  It  was  the  cromes,  which  the  Spaniards  here  regarded  of  miraculous  origin, 
more  than  any  physical  feature  which  after  all  gave  the  name  to  these  shores. 
Cortes  established  it  for  all  the  region  under  Aztec  sway,  and  under  the  vice- 
roys it  waa  applied  to  all  the  Spanish  possessions  north  of  Guatemala,  includ- 
ing the  undefined  territories  of  California  and  New  Mexico.  Humboidi,  Esmi 
Pol,^  i.  6~7»  and  others,  have  even  shown  an  inclination  to  embrace  thereun- 
der Central  America,  but  for  this  there  is  not  sufficient  authority.     See  ifd- 
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peninsula  of  Yucatan,  finally  spread  over  the  whole 
of  the  territory  afterward  known  as  Mexico. 

At  Campeche,  or  more  probably  at  Champoton,"^ 
occurred  a  notable  affray.  The  fleet  anchored  toward 
sunset,  half  a  league  from  shore.  The  natives  imme- 
diately put  on  a  warlike  front,  bent  on  terrible  intimi- 
dations, which  they  continued  in  the  form  of  shouts 
and  drum-beating  during  the  entire  night.  So  great 
was  their  necessity  for  water  that  the  Spaniards  did 
not  wait  for  the  morning,  but  amidst  the  arrows, 
stones,  and  spears  of  the  natives,  they  landed  the  ar- 
tillery and  one  hundred  men  before  daybreak,  another 
hundted  quickly  following.  But  for  their  cotton 
armor  the  invaders  would  have  suffered  severely 
during  this  operation.  Having  reached  the  shore, 
however,  the   guns  were   planted,  and  the   natives 

dina^  Chron,  de  San  Diego  deMex.,  227;  Lopez  Vaz,  in  Pnrckcu,  His  PUffrimeSf 
Iv.  1432,  and  Oot/friedt,  Newe.  WeU^  74;  afso  Torquemada,  from  Herreiu,  and 
several  standard  authors.  New  Spain  was  for  a  long  time  divided  into  the 
three  kingdoms  of  New  Spain,  New  Galicia,  and  New  Leon,  each  composed 
of  several  provinces.  Under  the  administration  of  Galvez,  this  division  gave 
way  to  intendencias,  among  them  Mexico  and  a  few  provinces,  and  New  Spain 
came  to  be  limited  in  the  north  by  the  Provincias  Intemas,  though  including 
for  a  time  at  least  the  Califomias.  With  the  independence  the  name  New 
Spain  was  replaced  by  Mexico,  less  because  this  term  applied  to  the  leading 
province  and  to  the  capital,  than  been  use  the  name  was  hallowed  by  asaocia- 
tion  with  the  traditions  of  the  people,  whose  blood  as  well  as  sympathies  con- 
tained far  more  of  the  aboriginal  element  than  of  the  imported.  On  Ck>lon'a 
map  the  name  is  given  in  capital  letters,  Aooa  Sjxina.  Under  Nvtva  Espaika 
Ribero  writes  dixose  asi  por  queat/  aguy  muchas  coaas  que  a*j  en  eapaiia  atf  ya 
mucho  trigo  qon  Ueuado  de  nca  entanta  cantidad  q  lo  pueden  ea  cargar  pura 
drag  partes  ay  aquy  mucho  oro  de  uacimittUo,  Robert  Thorne,  in  Hakluyt^a 
Voy.,  carries  IfUpania  Nona  east  and  west  through  Central  Anierica,  while 
Ramusio,  Viaggi,  iii.  455,  places  La  Nova  Spagna  in  large  letters  acrosa  the 
continent. 

'^It  is  remarkable,  as  I  have  often  observed,  how  two  eye- witnesses  can 
sometimes  tell  such  diametrically  opposite  stories ;  not  only  in  reg.-Lrd  to  time 
and  minor  incidents,  but  to  place  and  prominent  events.  In  this  instance  Di&z 
the  priest  is  no  less  positive  and  minute  in  placing  the  affiiir  at  Campeche, 
than  is  Diaz  the  soldier,  at  Champoton.  The  second-rate  authorities,  toUow* 
ing  these  two  writers  who  were  present,  are  divided,  by  far  the  greater  num- 
ber, Herrera  among  the  rest,  accepting  the  statement  of  Bemal  Diaz.  Oviedo» 
who  was  a  resident  of  the  Indies  at  the  time,  describes  the  battle  as  occurring 
at  Campeche.  Perhaps  one  reason  why  the  soldier-scribe  has  more  adherents 
than  the  priest,  is  because  the  existence  of  t^e  natxative  of  the  latter  waa  not 
no  well  known.  Las  Casas  affirms,  Hiei.  Jnd,,  iv.  425,  that  the  pilot  unin- 
tentionally passed  LAzaro's  port,  or  Camprche,  and  landed  and  fought  at 
Champoton.  '  lieoaron,  pues,  al  dicho  pueblo  (que,  oomo  dije,  creo  que  foA 
Chamyiton,  y  no  elds  Lazaro).' 
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charged  and  driven  ba^  with  the  loss  of  three  Span- 
iards slain  and  sixty  wounded,  the  commander-in- 
chief,  ever  foremost  in  the  fight,  being  three  times 
struck  and  losing  two  teeth.  Two  hmidred  were  killed 
and  wounded  among  the  natives.  The  town  was 
found  deserted.  Presently  three  ancient  Americans 
appeared,  who  were  kindly  entreated,  and  despatched 
with  presents  to  the  fugitives,  but  they  never  re- 
turned. Two  nights  were  spent  ashore,  the  tower 
and  sacred  edifices  adjacent  being  used  as  barracks. 

Embarking,  soon  a  large  opening  in  the  coast  was 
discovered,  and  entered  by  Grijalva,  the  chaplain 
says,  the  last  day  of  May.  Puerto  Deseado"  the 
commander  called  his  anchorage,  being  the  desired 
spot  in  which  might  be  repaired  the  leaky  ships. 
The  Spaniards  thought  themselves  at  first  at  tibe 
mouth  of  a  river,  but  on  further  examination,  it  ap- 
peared to  them  more  like  a  sea.  Whereupon  the 
pilot  Alaminos,  who,  notwithstanding  evidence  to 
the  contraiT,  notwithstanding  three  days*  explorings, 
left  this  salt-sheet  still  landlocked,  never  ceased  in- 
sisting that  Yucatan  was  an  island,  and  he  now 
gravely  assured  his  commander  that  the  great  open- 
ing opposite  Amatique  Bay  and  Golfo  Dulce,  or  if 
that  were  too  far,  then  opposite  Chetumal  or  Ascen- 
sion, confirmed  his  suppositions,  and  settled  the 
matter  in  his  mind  that  this  was  the  termination  of 
the  islands;  hence  the  names  Boca  de  T^rminos,  and 
Laguna  de  Tdrminos,^*  which  followed.     The  temples 

"  Puerto  Escondido.  On  the  mape  of  Colon  and  Hood  it  is  placed  as  one 
of  the  eastern  entrances  of  the  Tiagiina  de  T^rminos,  the  former  writing  p. 
deteado,  and  the  latter  P,  denndo;  Ck)mara  places  the  Laguna  de  TirminoM 
between  Puerto  Deseado  and  Rio  Grijalva.  On  Ribero's  map,  north  of  Escon- 
dido, is  la  ger,  Vaz  Dourado  marking  in  the  same  locality  p\  ttq^  amgratriate, 
Bampier  gives  Boca  JSsehondido,  and  Jefferys,  Boca  JSacondidti. 

"  Velazqnez  had  instructed  his  captain  to  sail  round  the  island  of  Yucatan. 
Coet^B,  in  1519,  ordered  Escobar  to  surrey  this  sheet,  which  was  found  to  be 
a  bay  and  shallow.  Still  the  pilots  and  cliart-makers  wrote  it  down  an  island. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  in  the  earliest  drawings,  like  Colon's,  in  1527,  the 
nuker  appears  undecided,  but  Ribero,  two  years  Later,  boldly  severs  the 
peninsnlA  from  the  continent  with  a  strait.  See  Ooldsehmidt^a  Cartog.  Pac, 
CVnz^7hS.,  i.  412-14.  The  earliest  cartographers  all  write  terminoa,  Ribero 
yp^riring  a  Binall  Stream  flowing  into  the  Ugoon,  JR:,  de  x  pianoa.    Here  also 
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here  seen  were  supposed  by  the  Spaniards  to  be 
places  where  merchants  and  hunters  made  their  sacri- 
fices. A  greyhound,  eager  in  the  pursuit  of  game, 
neglected  to  return  in  time  and  was  left  behind; 
when  the  Spaniards  came  with  Cortes  they  found  the 
animal  well-fed  and  happy,  but  excessively  glad  to 
see  them.  Before  departing,  Grijalva  again  declared 
for  Spain,  "as  if,"  growls  Las  Casas,  "the  thousand 
possessions  already  taken  were  not  enough."  Indeed, 
this  fierce  charging  on  a  continent,  so  often  repeated, 
hurling  upon  the  inhabitants  a  new  religion  and  a  new 
king,  was  about  as  effective  as  Caligula's  advance 
on  Britain,  when,  preparatory  to  crossing,  he  drew 
up  his  troops  in  battle  array,  on  the  seaboard,  and 
gave  orders  to  collect  shells,  the  spoils  of  conquered 
ocean. 

Proceeding  the  8th  of  June,  and  creeping  stealth- 
ily along  the  coast,^*  dropping  anchor  at  night  and 
weighing  it  with  the  dawn,  they  came  to  a  river  which 
they  calTed  San  Pedro  y  San  Pablo,  and  then  to  a 
larger  one,  the  native  name  of  which  was  Tabasco,^* 
after  the  cacique  of  the  city,  but  which  the  Spaniards 
called  Grijalva,  in  honor  of  their  commander. 

The  face  of  nature  here  changed.  The  low,  gray 
hills  of  the  peninsula  gave  place  to  elevations  of  en- 
livening green,  made  lustrous  by  large  and  frequent 

is  the  town  and  point  of  Jicalanffo.  Ogilby  calls  the  lagoon  Lago  de  Xica- 
langOy  ^ast  of  which  is  the  name  iVf^  Sra  de  la  VUoria'^  Dampier  places  sontli 
of  LcupaM  Tennina  the  town  Chukahul;  Jeffer3rs  writes  in  Urge  letters,  a  little 
south  of  Lagiinade  Xica/anrfo  or  IWminoSf  the  words  Quehacnes  Indios  Brafw. 
Kohl  thinks  Puerto  Eacondido  may  be  the  Puerto  Deseado  of  GrijalA'a  men- 
tioned by  Gomara. 

*'  Of  *  la  isola  riccha  chiamata  Ualor/  as  the  chaplain  calls  it,  Diaz,  /line- 
mriOf  in  Icashalceta^  Coh  Doc.,  i.  295,  *descoprir  una  altra  terra  che  se  dice 
Mulua.*  Alaminos  believed  New  Spain  to  to  another  island  distinct  from 
Yucatan.     The  natives  called  it  Ck)lud,  says  Las  Casas,  Hist,  Ind.,  iv.  428. 

^^  On  the  chart  of  Cort^,  1520,  it  is  called  /?;.  de  Omalua,  and  placed  west 
instead  of  east  of  Rio  Santa  Ana.  Ribero  writes*  R:.  de  rjrisalua;  Vaz  Dourado, 
/?«.  de  grinalua;  Hood,  R,  de  OrUaltia;  Mercator^s  Atlas,  1674,  has  a  town, 
Tau-'ico;  Ogilby,  Dampier,  and  Jcfferys  employ  the  name  TaJbasco,  Kohl 
ascribes  the  name  of  the  river  8an  Pe'lro  y  San  Pablo  to  Grijalva.  Colon  ha^ 
R:.  de  m,  pahlo;  Ribero,  R.  de  s:.  PaJ)0;  Munich  Atlas,  No.  iv,,  rio  de  «.  p.: 
Baptista  Agnese,  rio  de  S.  patdo;  Hood,  R.  de  S.  Pahlo;  Ogilby,  S.  P-tuh: 
Dampier,  St,  PcU.r,  St.  Patd,  etc.  As  there  are  plenty  of  streams  in  that  vicinity 
Herrera  gives  one  to  Grijalva  and  still  leaves  the  chieftain,  Tabasco,  his  owe 
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streams.  Boldly  in  the  front  stood  the  heights  at 
present  known  as  San  Gabriel;  beyond  continued  the 
flat,  monotonous  foreground  of  a  gorgeous  picture,  as 
yet  but  dimly  visible  save  in  the  ardent  imaginings 
of  the  discoverers. 

The  two  smaller  vessels  only  could  enter  this 
river  of  Tabasco,  which,  though  broad,  was  shallow- 
mouthed  ;  and  this  they  did  very  cautiouslv,  advanc- 
ing a  short  distance  up  the  stream,  and  landing  at 
a  grove  of  palm-trees,  half  a  league  from  the  chief 
town.  Upon  the  six  thousand"  natives  who  here 
threatened  them,  they  made  ready  to  fire;  but  by 
peaceful  overtures  the  sylvan  multitude  were  brought 
to  hear  of  Spain's  great  king,  of  his  mighty  preten- 
sions, and  of  the  Spaniards*  inordinate  love  of  gold. 
The  green  beads  the  natives  thought  to  be  stone 
made  of  their  chalchiuite,  which  they  prized  so 
highly,  and  for  which  they  eagerly  exchanged  food. 
Having  a  lord  of  their  own  they  knew  not  why  these 
rovers  should  wish  to  impose  upon  them  a  new 
master;  for  the  rest  they  were  fully  prepared,  if 
necessary,  to  defend  themselves.  During  this  inter- 
view, at  which  the  interpreters,  Melchor  and  Julian, 
assisted,  the  word  Culhua,"  meaning  Mexico,  was 
often  mentioned  in  answer  to  demands  for  gold,  from 

^  It  ia  Lob  Casas  who  testifies  to  6,000 ;  Bemal  Diaz  enumerates  50  canoes ; 
Herrera  speaks  of  three  XiquipUes  of  8,000  men  each,  standing  ready  in  that 
vicinity  to  oppose  the  Spaniards,  waiting  only  for  the  word  to  oe  given. 

"iNot  'Cnlba,  Culba,  Mexico^  Mexico,*  as  Bemal  Diaz  has  it.  The  na- 
tives pronoanced  the  word  Culhua  only ;  but  this  author,  finding  that  Culhua 
referred  to  Mexico,  puts  the  word  Mexico  into  the  mouth  of  Tabasco  and  his 
followers.  Long  before  the  Aztecs,  a  Toltec  tribe  called  the  Acolhuas,  or 
Cnlhuas,  had  settled  in  the  valley  of  Mexico.  The  name  is  more  ancient 
than  that  of  Toltec,  and  the  Mexican  civilization  might  perhaps  as  appro- 
priately be  called  Culhua  as  Nahua.  The  name  is  interpreted  'crooked' 
from  eolottj  bend;  also  'grandfather*  from  colli,  Colhuacan  might  therefore 
signify  Land  of  our  Ancestors.  Under  Toltec  dominion  a  tripsu*tite  confed- 
<eracy  had  existed  in  the  valley  of  An&huac,  and  when  the  Aztecs  became  the 
ruling  nation,  this  alliance  was  re^tablished.  It  was  composed  of  the  Acol- 
hua,  Aztec,  and  Tepanec  kingdoms,  the  Aztec  king  assuming  the  title  Culhua 
Tecuhtli,  chief  of  the  Culhuas.  It  is  evident  that  the  Culhuas  had  become 
known  throughout  this  region  by  tiieir  conquests,  and  by  their  culture,  supe- 
rior as  it  was  to  that  of  neighbDring  tribes.  The  upstart  Aztecs  were  only 
too  prond  to  identifv  themselves  with  so  renownea  a  people.  The  name 
Culhua  was  retained  among  the  surro.inding  tribes,  and  applied  before 
<^rijal\'a  to  the  Mexican  country,  where  gold  was  indeed  abundant 
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which  the  Spaniards  inferred  that  toward  the  west 
they  would  find  their  hearts'  desire.  Then  th«jy  re- 
turned to  their  ships. 

In  great  state,  unarmed,  and  without  sign  of  fear. 
Tabasco  next  day  visited  Grijalva  on  board  his  vessel. 
He  had  already  sent  roasted  fish,  fowl,  maize  bread, 
and  fruit,  and  now  he  brought  gold  and  feather-work. 
Out  of  a  chest  borne  by  his  attendants  was  taken  a 
suit  of  armor,  of  wood  overlaid  with  gold,  which  Ta- 
basco plax^ed  upon  Grijalva,  and  on  his  head  a  golden 
helmet,  giving  him  likewise  masks  and  breast-plates 
of  gold  and  mosaic,  and  targets,  collars,  bracelets,  and 
beads,  all  of  beaten  gold,  three  thousand  pesos  in  value. 
With  the  generous  grace  and  courtesy  innate  in  him, 
Grijalva  took  off  a  crimson  velvet  coat  and  cap  which 
he  had  on  when  Tabasco  entered,  also  a  pair  of  new 
red  shoes,  and  in  these  brilliant  habihments  arrayed 
the  chieftain,  to  his  infinite  delight. 

The  Spaniards  departed  from  Tabasco  with  further 
assurances  of  friendship,  and  two  days  later  sighted  the 
town  of  Ahualulco,  which  they  named  La  Rambla, 
jccause  the  natives  with  tortoise-shell  shields  were 
observed  hurrying  hither  and  thither  upon  the  shore. 
Afterward  they  discovered  the  river  Tonald,  which 
was  subsequently  examined  and  named  San  Antonio;" 
then  the  Goazacoalco,"  which  they  could  not  enter 
owing  to  unfavorable  winds;  and  presently  the  great 
snowy  mountains  of  New  Spain,  and  a  nearer  range, 
to  which  they  gave  the  name  San  Martin,*'  in  justice 

''  *Da8  ^bse  Fest  des  heiligen  Antonius  von  Padua  fallt  auf  den  13  Juni, 
and  dies  giebt  una  also  eine  Gelegenheit  eines  der  Daten  der  Reiae  des  Gii- 
jalva,  deren  uns  die  Berichterstatter,  wie  inimer,  nur  wenige  geben,  genau 
festzusetzeu.'  KohU  Beiden  d/tcsfni  Karten,  105.  Ck)rt^8f  in  nis  ch:irt  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  1520,  calls  it  Sani^  Anton;  Fernando  Colon,  1527,  H.  dt  la 
Balsa,  with  the  name  O.  de  8.  anion  to  the  gulf;  Kibcro,  1529,  r;  de  Sdion; 
Globe  of  Oroutius,  1531,  C  S.  aJo;  Vaz  Douiudo,  1571,  rio  de  8.  ana;  Hood, 
1592,  B.  de  S.  AntoniOj  etc.  For  Santa  Ana  Dampier  in  1699  lays  down  8L 
Anns  J  and  JefTerys  in  1776,  B,  SL  Ann. 

*^  Cortes  calls  it  Bio  de  totiiqualquc ;  Colon,  B,  d*i  gasacalcos;  Ribero,  B.  df 
guasacaJco;  Orontius,  B.  de  qticUqo;  Vaz  Bourado,  B.o  de  de  yuaqaqa;  Hood, 
B,  de  Oiiaca:  Mercator,  Quacaqualco;  De  Laet,  Ogilby,  B,  de  Guazaeoaleo; 
Jefferys,  B,  Ouazaealo;  Dampier,  B.  OiiazacocUco  or  GuasMgtvalp. 

1*  Colon  gives  it,  Sierras  de  San  mrti;  Vaz  Dourado,  9eras  de  S.  marlin; 
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to  the  soldier  who  first  saw  it.  Overcome  by  his 
ardor,  Pedro  de  Alvaxado  pressed  forward  his  faster- 
sailing  ship,  and  entered  before  the  others  a  river 
called  by  the  natives  Papaloapan,  but  named  by  his 
soldiers  after  the  discoverer;**  for  which  breach  of 
discipline  the  captain  received  the  censure  of  his  com- 
mander. The  next  stream  to  which  they  came  was 
called  Rio  de  Banderas,"  because  the  natives  appeared 
in  large  numbers,  carrying  white  flags  on  their  lances. 
With  these  white  flags  the  natives  beckoned  the- 
strangers  to  land;  whereupon  twenty  soldiers  were- 
sent  ashore  under  Francisco  de  Montejo,  and  a  favor- 
able reception  being  accorded  them,  the  commander 
approached  with  his  ships  and  landed.  The  utmost 
deference  was  paid  the  guests,  for,  as  will  hereafter 
more  fully  appear,  the  king  of  kings,  Lord  Monte- 
zuma, having  in  his  capital  intelligence  of  the  strange^ 
visitors  upon  his  eastern  seaboard,  ordered  them  to- 
be  reverentially  entertained.  In  the  cool  shade  was- 
spread  on  mats  an  abundance  of  provisions,  while 
fumes  of  burning  incense  consecrated  the  spot  and 
made  redolent  the  air.  The  governor  of  this  prov- 
ince was  present  with  two  subordinate  rulers,  and 
learning  what  best  the  Spaniards  loved,  he  sent  out 
and  gathered  them  gold  trinkets  to  the  value  of  fif- 
teen thousand  pesos.  So  valuable  an  acquisition  im- 
pelled Grijalva  to  claim  once  more  for  Charles,  one  of 
the  natives,  subsequently  christened  Francisco,  acting 
as  interpreter.  After  a  stay  of  six  days  the  fleet 
sailed,  passing  a  small  island,  white  with  sand,  which 

Hood,  Sierras  de  S^  nun;  Ogilby,  Sierras  de  S.  Martin;  Dampier,  St.  Martin*^ 
High  Landy  and  St.  Mariin^s  Paint,  This  soldier,  San  Martiu,  was  a  natiw 
of  Habana. 

^Herrera  makes  the  Indian  name  Pajpaloava;  Bemal  Diaz,  Papalohuna, 
Gortds,  1520,  and  Orontins,  1531 »  give  A.  d  alvarado;  Colon,  1527,  R:  del 
ccnnetulador  alitnrado;  Ribero,  1529,  7?:.  de  Ahtarado;  Vaz  Dourado,  1571, 
i?o.  de  AUuora^lOt  etc.  '  Die  Karte  von  1527  hat  den  Rio  del  comendador  A Iva- 
rado  etwas  weiter  westlich,  jenaeits  des  Rio  de  banderas,  welches  keineswegs 
mit  den  Berichten  des  Bernal  Dias  tibercinstimmt. '  KoJU,  Beiden  aUetften 
KflrUn,  106. 

'*  Some  of  the  early  maps  place  this  stream  incorrectly  east  of  the  Papa- 
loapon;  where  Bibero  writes  P.  delf/ada,  firat  east  from  Jx:  de  uaruierdSt  Vaz 
Dourado  writes  p.:  de  hiqada. 
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Grijalva  called  Isla  Blanca,  and  then  the  Isla  Verde, 
gleaming  green  with  foliage  amidst  the  green  waters, 
four  leagues  from  the  continent;  coming  presently  to 
a  third  island,  a  league  and  a  half  from  the  mainland, 
which  afforded  good  anchorage.  This,  according  Uj 
Oviedo,  was  on  the  18th  of  June.  On  landing  the 
Spaniards  found  two  stone  temples,  within  which  lay 
five  human  bodies,  with  bowels  opened  and  limbs  cut 
oflF;  and  all  about  were  human  heads  on  poles,  vrhile 
at  the  top  of  one  of  the  edifices,  ascended  by  stono 
steps,  was  the  likeness  of  a  lion  in  marble,  with  a 
hollow  head,  showing  the  tongue  cut  out,  and  oppo- 
site to  it  a  stone  idol  and  blood-fount.  Here  was 
evidently  a  sacrifice  to  some  pagan  deity;  and  touch- 
ing it  is  to  witness  the  horror  with  which  these 
men  of  Spain  regarded  such  shocking  spectacles, 
while  viewing  complacently  their  own  atrocious 
cruelties. 

Crossing  from  Isla  de  Sacrificios,  as  they  called  this 
blood-bespattered  place,  the  Spaniards  landed  on  the 
adjoining  mainland,  and  making  for  themselves  shel- 
ter with  boughs  and  sails  began  trading  for  gold ;  but 
the  natives  being  timid  and  returns  inconsiderable, 
Grijalva  proceeded  to  another  island,  less  than  a 
league  from  the  mainland  and  provided  with  water. 
Here  was  a  harbor  sheltered  from  the  dread  yet 
grateful  north  winds,  which  in  winter  rush  in  with 
passionate  energy,  driving  away  the  dreadful  summer 
v6mito  and  tumbling  huge  surges  on  the  strand, 
though  now  they  formed  but  a  wanton  breeze  by  day, 
which  slept  on  waves  burnished  by  tlie  radiant  sun 
or  silvered  by  the  moon.  Here  they  landed  and 
erected  huts  upon  the  sand."  To  the  Spaniards  all 
nature  along  this  seaboard  seemed  dyed  with  the  bloo<:l 

'-'  The  Chaplain  Diaz  affirms  that  ten  days  were  passed  on  the  mainland, 
where  Indians  dressed  in  mantles  brought  them  fooil,  and  where  they  melted 
their  gold  into  bars ;  and  that  on  the  8an  Juan  Island  they  appointed  one  of 
Lhe  natives  cacique,  christening  him  Ovando.  *  El  capitaneo  li  disse  che  non 
volevano  se  non  oro  et  loro  re8)x«8eno  che  lo  portariano  laltro  giomo  portorono 
oro  fondido  in  verghe  et  lo  capitaneo  li  disse  che  portasseno  molto  d  quello.  * 
fUnerario,  in  Icazbalccta,  Col,  Doc. ,  i.  299. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  NAME  SAN  JUAN-  DE  ULUA.  27 

of  human  sacrifices.  And  here,  beside  evidences  of 
heathen  abominations  in  the  forms  of  a  great  temple, 
idols,  priests,  and  the  bodies  of  two  recently  sacri- 
ficed boys,  they  had  gnats  and  mosquitoes  to  annoy 
them,  all  which  led  them  to  consider  the  terror  of 
their  voyage  and  the  advisability  of  return.  Of  the 
Indian,  Francisco,  Grijalva  asked  the  significance  of 
the  detestable  rite  of  ripping  open  living  human  bodies 
and  offering  bloody  hearts  to  hungry  gods;  and  the 
heathen  answered,  because  the  people  of  Culhua,  or 
XJlua,  as  he  pronounced  the  name,  would  have  it  so. 
From  this  circumstance,  together  with  the  facts  that 
the  name  of  the  commander  was  Juan,  and  that  it 
was  now  about  the  time  of  the  anniversary  of  the  feast 
of  John  the  Baptist,  the  island  was  named  San  Juan 
de  Ulua,*^  while  the  continent  in  that  vicinity  was 
called  Santa  Maria  de  las  Nieves. 

^  To  distingaish  it»  Henera  says,  from  San  Joan  de  Puerto  Rico.  On  the 
chart  of  Cortes,  1520,  the  B:.  de  Sant  Juan  is  laid  down,  but  no  other  names 
are  given  except  that  of  Sacr\ficioii  Island^  which  is  pUced  some  distance  out 
and  called  Y*  delta  creficio.  On  Orontius*  globe,  1531,  three  islands  are 
called  JnmjUa  Sacrifid,  Colon  lays  down  JR:  de  s,  Jukan;  i?.  scdado;  B:  de  8. 
X  pouae  (cluristobaf) ;  vUla  rica,  and  y«o;  de  sacr^fidos.  Ribero  designates  B.\ 
de  e.Jua;  H:.  de  cdpucU;  uilla  ricut  and  y:,*^  de  sacjicios,  Vaz  Dourado  writes 
B.o  de  Sao  (santo)  Jodo  (Juan);  Uaueracrua  (la  vera  crnz),  and  uUla  riqua 
<villa  rica).  Hood  gives  R,  de  medelin;  S.  Jon  delua;  Laueraa-uz;  Sen  JucU; 
VUla  Rica;  and  marks  the  point  south  of  Vera  Cruz  P,  de  antonisardo,  Mer- 
«ator  gives  ViUa  Rica;  Ogilby ,  S,  Juan  de  Luz,  and  north  of  it  Villariea.  On 
another  of  his  maps  we  find  8.  Juan  de  Lua;  P^  de  Ant**  Sardo,  I,  y  Fuerca 
de  la  vera  Cruz  neuva.  La  Vera  Cruz,  R.  Meddin,  and  Yo»de  Sacnficios.  See 
further  Cartography  North  Am. ,  MS. ,  i.  531 .  Las  Casas  confounds  the  islands 
Sacrificios  and  Ulua,  callins  them  one.  The  Spaniards  supposed  the  conti- 
nent thereabout,  far  into  the  interior,  was  known  to  the  natives  as  Culhua ; 
hence  we  find  Velazquez,  in  his  instructions  to  Cortes,  Mendoza,  CoL  Doc,, 
xii.  227,  speaking  of  'una  tierra  crande,  que  parte  della  se  Uama  Ulda,  que 
pnso  por  noznbre  Santa  Maria  de  fits  Nieves.*    See  also  Oviedo,  i.  539. 


W     .    ..!       ..\ 
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BBTUKN  OF  ORIJALVA.    A  NEW  EXPEDITIOK  OBOANIZED. 

1518. 

JUFiraAL  OF  Gbijalva  to  Skttlb — ^Alvasado  Sent  back  to  Cuba— Qbualva 
CoNTiKuxs  HIS  DiscovKRT— ArrsR  Reaching  the  Pbovincb  of  Pijruco 

HE  TU&NS  BACK — TOUCRINO  AT  THE  RiO  QOAZACOALCO,  ToNALA.,  THE 
LaOUNA  DE  TiBHINOS,  AND  ChaM POTON,  THE  EXPEDITION  RktUBNS  TO 

Cuba — Gbijalva  Tbaducbd  and  Dischaiiosd — A  New  Expedition 
Planned— Velazquez  Sends  to  Santo  Domingo  and  Spain — Chabao- 
TEBS  OF  Velazquez  and  Gbualva  Contbasted— Candidates  for  the 
Captaincy  of  the  New  Expedition— The  Alcalde  of  Santiago  Suo> 
cessful — His  Standing  at  that  Time. 

At  various  places  during  this  expedition,  notably 
where  is  now  Vera  Cruz,  and  at  the  River  Tabasco, 
both  in  coming  and  returning,  Grijalva's  men  begged 
permission  to  settle  and  subdue  the  country.  In 
their  desire  to  remain  they  pictured  to  themselves  all 
the  pleasures  of  the  abandoned  crew  of  Ulysses,  in  a 
land  as  happy  as  that  of  which  Horace  sang,  where 
Ceres  decked  untilled  fields  with  sheave;^  and  Bacchus 
revelled  under  purple-clustered  vines.  And  they  were 
angry  with  their  commander  for  not  breaking  the  in- 
structions which  forbade  his  colonizing.  Pedro  de 
Alvarado  was  particularly  chafed  by  the  restraint, 
though  he  kept  his  temper  until  he  obtained  permis- 
sion to  return  to  Cuba  with  one  of  the  vessels*  which 
had  become  unseaworthy,  so  as  to  report  to  the  gov- 
ernor the  progress  of  the  discovery,  and  obtain  re- 
cruits and  fresh  supplies,  with  permission  to  found  a 
colony.  Beside  some  fifty  sick  persons,  all  the  gold, 
cotton,  and  other  articles  obtained  from  the  natives 

^  Herrera  says  it  was  the  San  SebasHan;  Oviedo^  the  Trinidad, 
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thus  far  were  placed  in  Alvarado's  ship,  which  sailed 
the  24th  of  June.  The  remainder  of  the  expedition 
continued  its  now  north-westward  course  past  Nautla,' 
which  the  Spaniards  called  Almeria,  and  with  the 
mountains  of  Tuxpan*  in  full  view,  advanced  as  far 
.as  Cabo  Rojo,  some  say  as  far  as  the  Rio  de  Pd 
nucc*  The  entrance  to  the  large  lagoon  now  known 
4is  the  Bahia  de  Tanguijo,  was  mistaken  for  a  river 
And  named  Rio  de  Canoas.  On  anchoring  here  the 
ships  of  the  Spaniards  were  fiercely  attacked  by  the 
occupants  of  twelve  canoes,'  which  came  out  from  a 
large  city  compared  by  the  worthy  chaplain  to 
Seville  in  size  and  magnificence,  in  common  with 
other  towns  along  this  seaboard;  and  as  if  this  were 
not  strange  enough,  the  same  authority  goes  on  to 

*  Town  and  river  given  both  hj  Cort^  and  Orontins.  Colon  writM  R:  d€ 
-dmieria;  Ribero  alvfiera;  Vaz  Dourado,  a//m«ira; Hood,  Almeria;  no*.  vL  and 
vii.,  Jinnich  AUas^  rio  Je  almeria^  and  Mercator,  Almeria.  Ogilby  places 
north  of  Lhanos  de  Almeria  a  large  gulf  labelled  R,  de  S  P^  y  S  Paulo,  and 
south  of  it  Toluia,  and  Tore  Branco.  Dampier  lays  down  Almeria  I.  oppoeite 
Tispe  and  Ilaniago  lele  on  the  mainland.  Laet  give*  NaoUUa?i  6  A  Imeriat  and 
LliaxoM  de  Almeria. 

'  *  Vimos  las  sierras  de  Tusta,  y  mas  adelante  de  a  hi  A  otros  dos  dias  vi- 
.mcM  otros  sierras  muy  altas,  q  agora  se  llamft  las  sierras  de  Tuspa ;'  so  called, 
Bemal  Diaz  says,  HiaL  Verdad.t  10,  from  the  towns  lying  at  their  base.  The 
£lo  de  Tuzpan  is  supposed  to  be  the  San  Pedro  y  San  Pablo  of  early  days. 
*  Da  daa  Peter-nnd  Pauls-Festauf  den  20  Juni.' 

*Kohl  tiiinks  Grijalva  did  not  pass  Cabo  Rojo,  the  C:.  rozo  of  Vaz 
Dourado.  and  Hood,  and  I  am  inclined  to  a^^ree  with  him.  Bemal  Diaz  says, 
Hiat.  Verdadt  10,  '  Y  esto  es  ya  en  la  Provincia  de  Panuco:  <^  yendo  por  nuestra 
nauegacio  Uegamoe  i  vn  rio  grande,  que  le  pusimos  por  nobre  Rio  do  Canoas. ' 
The  nomencUture  of  this  stream  is  quite  regular  m  the  several  times  and 
places.  Cort^  gives  Rio  Panuco  loaton;  Colon,  R:  panuco;  Ribero  and  Vaz 
Dourado,  panuco;  Orontius,  R,panico;  Hood,  Panuco;  Baptista  Agnese,  panu- 
eko,  and  rio  panueho;  no.  vi.  Munich  Atlas  the  same ;  Ptolemy,  1530,  in  Mun- 
9ter,  Panuco;  Mercator,  river  and  town  Panuco,  and  next  town  soutli  Chi/a. 
And  so  on  with  Hondius,  Ogilby,  Dampier,  and  the  rest.  See  QobischmxdVe 
Onrtog.  Pac.  Coast,  MS.,  i.  578.  Upon  the  hypothesis  that  the  San  Pedro  y  San 
Pablo  and  the  Tuxpan  were  two  streams,  the  latter  may  have  been  the  Rio  de 
Canoas  of  Grijalva  and  the  Pdnuco  discovered  by  Montejo  and  Alaminos  the 
year  following,  as  Kohl  surmises,  but  not  otherwise.  Herrera  says  the  expe- 
dition did  not  pass  Cabo  Rojo;  Bemal  Diaz  speaks  of  a  wide  projecting  cape, 
which  does  not  exist  beyond  the  Panuco  River.  Yet  both  affirm  that  the 
province  of  P&nnoo  was  reached,  and  we  well  know  that  little  would  be  said 
to  strangers  of  an  aboriginal  province  by  its  inhabitants  before  its  great  town, 
-or  its  great  river,  was  approached.  Hence  the  general  impression  that  Gri- 
jalva on  this  occasion  coastad  aa  far  as  Tampioo,  and  that  tlie  Piinuco  was  his 
Rio  de  Canoas.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  entrance  to  the  Bahia  de  Tanguijo, 
^mistaken  for  a  river,  was  the  Rio  de  Canoas  of  Grijalva,  and  that  Cabo  Rojo 
was  his  ultimate  point  of  discovery. 

^Some  aay  rixteen. 
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relate  a  miracle  which  happened  here  because  Grijalva 
refused  ths3  soldiers  leave  to  sack  the  place;  how  a 
star,  poised  above  the  fleet  after  sunset,  shot  toward 
the  town  and  hung  over  it  invitingly,  as  if  Jehovah 
signified  his  pleasure  that  the  Christians  should  seize 
the  city.* 

After  beating  back  the  canoes  the  Spaniards 
proceeded,  but  found  their  course  impeded  by  the 
currents  off  Cabo  Rojo;  from  which  circumstance^ 
together  with  the  hostility  of  the  natives,  the  rapidity 
with  which  the  season  was  advancing,  and  the  condi- 
tion of  the  ships,  they  determined  to  return.  Turn- 
ing toward  the  southward,  therefore,  they  were  carried 
past  the  River  Goazacoalco  by  boisterous  winds,  and 
entered  TonaU  to  careen  and  repair  a  leaky  vessel.' 
Again  the  men  blasphemed  and  held  the  commander 
in  derision  because  he  would  not  settle.  After  sev- 
eral failures  in  starting  they  continued  the  voyage, 
encountered  bad  weather,  touched  at  Deseado  for 
water,  engaged  in  a  parting  fight  with  the  natives 
of  Champoton,  sailed  again,  and  the  fifth  reached 
San  Ldzaro,  where  they  were  led  into  ambush  while 
searching  for  water,  and  attacked.  After  helping 
themselves  to  maize  they  embarked,  followed  the 
shore  past  Rio  de  Lagartos,  the  Comi  of  the  natives, 
whence  they  sailed  for  Cuba,  and  arrived  at  Matanzas 
about  the  first  of  November.® 

*  In  questo  giorno  sul  tardi  vedessemo  miracolo  ben  grande  el  qual  f  u  che 
apparve  una  ateila  incima  la  nave  dapoi  el  tramontar  del  sole  et  partisse  sem- 

{)re  buttando  razi  lino  che  se  pose  sopra  quel  vilagio  over  popmo  grande  et 
asso  uno  razo  ne  laiere  che  duro  piu  de  tre  hore  crande  et  anchora  vedesalmo 
altri  signal  ben  chiari  dove  comprendessemo  che  dio  volea  per  suo  servitio  po- 
pulassemo  la  dicta  terra.  Itinerario,  in  Icazbalceta^  Col.  Doc.^  i.  302. 

^  Bemal  Diaz  claims  to  have  planted  here  the  first  orange-seeds  sown  in 
New  Spain.  It  was  at  the  Imse  of  a  temple,  on  whose  summit  he  had  enjoyed 
a  refreshing  sleep,  above  the  clouds  of  mosquitoes,  and  through  gratitude  he 
sowed  these  seed,  which  he  had  brought  from  Cuba.  He  tells,  likewise,  of 
obtaining  here  by  barter  4,000  pesos,  which,  with  the  16,000  pesos  Alyarado 
carried  home,  made  20,000  pesos  secured  during  the  voyage.  Among  the 
treasures  were  some  copper  hatchets,  which  the  Spaniards  took  to  be  an  infe- 
rior kind  of  gold.  Las  Casas  gives  a  detailed  description  of  the  treasures 
obtained  by  this  expedition,  among  which  was  an  emerald  worth  2,000  ducats, 
from  the  mainland  opposite  Isla  de  Sacriticios. 

^Xhis,  foliowing  Oviedo,  who  in  1G23  visited  Velazquez,  and  waa  told 
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When  Grijalva  cast  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Ma- 
tanzas  his  heart  beat  high  with  promise.  He  had 
returned  successful  from  a  brilliant  discovery,  in 
which  had  begun  that  pronounced  mastery  of  life 
which  is  the  dream  of  every  chivalrous  mind.  There 
had  been  nothing  in  the  least  irrational  in  his  policy, 
or  fickle  or  factious  in  his  conduct.  He  had  used 
diligence  and  discretion,  had  been  true  to  his  com- 
panions, and  faithful  to  his  king  and  to  his  chief. 
Surely  his  uncle  would  praise  him,  his  governor 
would  reward  him,  and  his  king  would  intrust  him 
with  new  commissions.  So  he  deserved;  so  he  had 
every  reason  to  expect,  and  hence  it  was  with  pride 
and  pleasure  that  he  once  more  set  foot  on  Isla  Fer- 
nandina. 

But,  unfortunately,  this  most  virtuous  cavalier  was 
now  destined  to  reap  the  too  common  reward  of  hon- 
est service  in  the  cause  of  a  vicious  master.  Scarcely 
had  Grijalva  landed,  when  a  letter  from  the  governor 
was  placed  in  his  hand,  ordering  him  to  repair  with 
liis  ships  at  once  to  Santiago,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  notify  his  soldiers  that  opportunity  would  be 
quickly  given  all  who  desired  to  embarK  in  a  fresh 
adventure  to  New  Spain,  and  that  meanwhile  they 
might  rest  themselves  at  the  governor's  farms  in  that 
vicinity.  Then,  too,  he  first  learned  how  Velazquez, 
ever  fickle  and  distrustful  as  are  all  timid  and  un- 
scrupulous men,  becoming  nervous  concerning  the 
fleet,  had  sent  Crist6bal  de  Olid  in  a  small  vessel 
with  seven  soldiers  to  search  and  report;  and  that  on 
reaching  the  coast  of  Yucatan  a  storm  had  obliged 
the  explorer  to  part  with  his  anchor  and  return  to 
Cuba.®     Before  the  return  of   Olid,  Alvarado   had 

these  things.  Other  autliors  give  widely  different  accounts  of  Grijalva's 
return,  most  of  them  taking  him  at  once  from  Tonald  to  Matanzas,  but 
allowing  forty  days  for  the  voyage.  Oviedo  dates  Grijalva's  arrival  at  the 
River  Goazacoalco  July  9;  at  Deseado,  August  17  ;  at  Champoton,  September 
1 ;  San  Ldzaro,  September  5,  and  Matanzas,  October  8,  which  is  too  early, 
according  to  the  date  of  Cortes'  instructions. 

'  Oviedo  says  that  Olid  went  to  Cozumel  and  took  possession  of  the  island, 
thinking  he  had  discovered  it ;  then  coasting  north  and  westward  to  a  port, 
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Arrived  with  the  gold  and  good  tidings  from  the 
armada,  which  gave  the  governor  unbounded  joy. 
Grijalva  had  yet  to  learn,  however,  how  Aivarado, 
not  forgetting  the  censure  bestowed  on  him  for  dis- 
obedience, had  not  failed  to  color  the  conduct  of  his 
commander  to  suit  his  own  ends.  Grijalva's  repeated 
refusals  to  colonize  were  paraded  as  ths  gross  mis- 
takes of  a  stubborn  and  spiritless  man;  the  coolness 
and  bravery  displayed  at  Champoton  were  made  to 
appear  as  reckless  imprudence;  and  as  the  governor 
thought  of  the  danger  to  which  his  adventure  had 
there  been  subjected,  he  became  alarmed.  "  H^xl  I 
lost  all,"  he  muttered,  "it  would  have  been  a  gust 
penalty  for  sending  such  a  fool."  And  now  both 
JDAvila  and  Montejo  poured  fresh  poison  into  the  ear 
of  the  governor  respecting  his  nephew,  in  revenge 
for  similar  fancied  injuries;  so  that  when  Grijalva 
reported  himself  to  Velazquez  at  Santiago,  he  was 
told  to  go  his  way,  since  the  governor  had  no  further 
use  for  him. 

Indeed,  this  line  of  action  had  been  for  some 
time  determined  on.  Immediately  upon  the  arrival 
•of  Aivarado,  a  new  expedition  had  been  planned,  in 
which  Grijalva  was  not  to  participate.  The  latter 
was  hurt,  almost  to  death.  He  had  conferred  a 
great  benefit  on  this  Tiberius  of  an  uncle;  but  as 
aftection  is  heightened  by  the  conferring  of  benefits, 
so  it  is  often  lessened  by  the  acceptance  of  them. 
Not  long  after,  Juan  de  Salcedo  was  sent  to  Santo 
Domingo  for  permission  to  colonize  New  Spain,  and 
Benito  Martin,  chaplain  and  man  of  business,  was 
despatched  to  Spain  ^®  with  a  full  account  of  the  dis- 

Laguna  de  T^rminos,  and  finding  no  traces  of  Grijalva,  and  having  lost  his 
•anchors,  ho  returned  to  Matauzas  eight  days  before  Grijalva;  but  in  this 
■statement  he  is  sustained  neither  by  his  contemporaries  nor  by  his  own  col- 
lateral statements.  Velazquez'  instructions  to  Cortes  are  dated  the  23d  of 
October,  at  which  time  neither  Olid  nor  Grijalva  had  returned,  since  Gort^  is 
told  to  search  for  them ;  both  arrived,  however,  before  he  sailed. 

>"  It  was  in  May,  1519,  according  to  Ovietlo,  that  Benito  Martin — some 
dkll  him  Martinez — sailed  lor  Spain,  Grijalva  having  arrived  at  Santiago  lata 
in  the  October  previous.  By  reference  to  a  Velazquez  memorial,  in  iv.  233-4, 
'Col.  Doc,  bud, ,  we  find  that  before  thia,  upon  the  strength  of  Cordoba's  dis- 
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<X)very ,  and  with  gold  for  the  bishop  of  Biirgos.  Haste 
fieemed  necessary  to  Velazquez  lest  some  one  might 
anticipate  and  rob  him  of  the  honors  and  emoluments 
won  through  Grijalva's  eflforts.  Nor  were  forgotten 
the  Licentiate  Zapata  and  the  Secretary  ConchUlos; 
and  so  happily  were  distributed  the  Indian  villages  of 
Cuba  among  these  conscientious  men  of  Spain,  that 
Velazquez  gained  all  his  requests,  with  the  title  of 
Adelantado  of  Cuba  added. 

How  diflFerent  the  quality  of  these  two  men,  Velaz- 
quez and  Grijalva,  and  both  so  widely  different  from 
the  phoenix  now  about  to  rise  from  their  ashes!  The 
<jharacter  of  the  governor  was  like  a  candle  flame,  hot 
without  and  hollow  within.  Almost  as  much  as  gold 
he  loved  glory,  the  brass  and  tinsel  of  it,  but  lacked 
both  the  ability  and  the  courage  to  achieve  noble  dis- 
tinction. As  easily  worked  upon  by  designing  men 
AS  Othello,  there  was  in  him  none  of  the  nobility  of 
the  Moor;  and,  possessing  no  great  integrity  himself, 
he  was  very  ready  to  suspect  ^eachery  in  others. 

Grijalva,  on  the  other  hand,  was  the  Lysander  of 
New  World  discovery;  of  a  modest  though  manly 
spirit,  obedient  to  customs  and  superior  authority, 
preferring  honor  and  duty  to*  self  and  pleasure,  native 
to  generous  action,  the  very  faults  brought  out  by  his 
-enemies  shine  brilliant  as  virtues.  He  was  as  chival- 
rous as  any  Spaniard  that  ever  drew  steel  on  naked 
savage,  as  brave  and  talented  as  any.     But  he  lacked 

covery,  the  king,  on  the  13th  of  No^emher,  1518,  at  Sarag088a,made  Velasqnes 
^elantado  of  what  he  had  discovered,  or  might  discover.  Thus  far  he  claimed 
as  having  found,  at  his  own  cost,  Cozumel  and  Yucatan,  the  Santa  Maria  de 
loe  Rem^os  of  the  Spaniards,  which  was  not  true.  Indeed,  these  memorials 
of  the  descendants  of  conquerors  are,  as  a  rule,  widely  dLSerent  from  the 
facts ;  instance  this  one  agam,  which  gives  Olid  seventy  men  instead  of  seven. 
As  a  matter  of  course,  the  honor  of  the  discovery  is  claimed  wholly  for  the 
governor  of  Cuba,  to  the  prejudice  of  others  who  ventured  more  than  he. 
See  Carta  del  AyunL  de  Vera  Cruz,  in  Col,  Doc,  IiUd,,  i.  418-9.  Instance 
further  a  Memorial  del  negocio  de  Z>.  Antonio  Velazqttez  de  Bcuan,  in  Pacheeo 
.and  Cdrdenaa,  Col.  Doc,,  x.  80-6,  in  which  Grijalva  is  given  five  ships  and  a 
year  and  a  half,  and  Olid  three  ships  and  seventy  men.  In  the  Inatruceion 
^ue  did  el  adelcmiado  Diego  Velazquez  d  Heman  CortSs,  in  Col,  Doc.  lyUd.,  zii. 
1&26-46,  the  little  boat  of  Olid  has  grown  into  a  caravel  with  80  or  90  men. 
Han.  Mix.,  Toi..  L   8 
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the  unscrupulous  positiveness  inseparable  here  from 
permanent  success.  He  was  resolute  in  overcoming 
difficulties,  and  he  was  strong  and  shrewd  enough  in 
the  prosecution  of  any  high  enterprise,  particularly 
so  long  as  fortime  favored  him;  but  he  was  no  match 
for  the  subtle-minded  of  his  own  nation,  who  over- 
whelmed him  in  their  show  of  learning,  backed  by 
imposing  forms.  All  contemporary  writers  speak 
well  of  him;  Ukewise  all  the  chroniclers,  except  Gro- 
mara,  who  permits  chivalry  no  place  save  in  his  pet 
and  patron,  Cortes.  The  soldier  Bemal  Diaz  pro- 
nounces him  a  most  worthy  officer.  The  historians 
Oviedo  and  Herrera  call  him  a  comely  man,  thor- 
oughly loyal,  and  never  backward  at  fighting.  Yet 
we  are  told  that  some  censured  him,  while  others 
cursed  him  outright  for  his  conscientiousness,  be- 
cause he  did  not  break  orders  and  seize  opportu- 
nity. So  ready  were  they  to  engage  in  the  fallacious 
argument  that  it  was  right  to  do  wrong  if  good 
might  come  of  it.  To  disobey  Velazquez,  they  said, 
was  to  break  no  divine  law;  forgetting  that  the  gov- 
ernor derived  his  authority  from  the  king,  and  the 
king  from  the  Almighty.  Of  a  truth,  when  force 
alone  is  the  standard  of  right,  then  honesty  is  not 
the  best  policy.  For  a  time  he  carried  himself  with 
a  brave  front,  conscious  of  his  integrity,  yet  we  may 
say  he  was  laid  low  forever  by  the  blow  misfortune 
here  gave   him."     Meanwhile   patience,  good   gov- 

"  Las  Casas  saw  him  at  Santo  Domingo  in  1523.  He  was  reduced  to 
pennry.  Proceeding  thence  to  Panamd,  he  was  sent  by  Pedrarias  to  Nicaragiaa, 
where  he  was,  killed.  So  perished  the  best  and  morally  bravest  of  cavaliers, 
while  unscrupulous  tricksters  flourished.  Prior  to  his  departure  from  Cuba, 
however,  ana  notwithstanding  the  vile  treatment  of  the  governor,  at  Velaz- 
quez* request,  Grijalva  wrote  a  narrative  of  his  expedition,  which  was  lost  by 
Oviedo  m  its  transmission  to  the  king.  It  is  embodied,  however,  in  sub- 
stance, in  Oviedo,  i.  602-37.  One  of  the  most  original  and  complete  accounts 
of  Grijalva*s  expedition  extant  is  that  by  the  priest  Juan  Diaz,  ItineraHo 
de  Larjnata  del  Re  CcUholico  in  India  verso  la  Isola  de  lucIuUhan  del  anno 
M.  D.  X  VIII,  alia  qual  fu  PresidenU  ds  Capitan  Oenerale  loan  de  Oritalva; 
el  qucU  e  facto  per  el   capellano  maggior  de  dicta  Armata  a  tua  AlUrsa^ 

fubUshed  in  Itelian,  at  Venice,  in  1520,  in  French  by  Temaux-CSompans,  in 
838,  the  former  being  copied  and  quoted  in  manuscript  bv  Prescott.  The 
issue  at  Venice  was  as  the  second  part  of  the  Itinerario  de  Lvdomco  de  varthema 
Boioffnett  nello  EgUto,  ntUa  Soria,  etc.,  and  was  there  begun,  Qui  comincia  2» 
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emor  I     For  soon  enough  will  arise  an  agent  capable 
of  playing  shrewd  tricks  to  your  ample  contentment. 

JHnerario  de  lAsola  de  luehatan  nouamente  ritrouata  per  U  signor  Qioan  de 
OrUaluej  etc.  By  far  the  best  edition  Ib  that  giyen  with  a  Spanish  transla- 
tion by  Icazbaloeta,  in  his  Col.  Doc.,  i.  281-308,  printed  in  Mexico  in  1858. 
Next  is  the  account  by  Bemal  Diaz,  who,  like  the  chaplain,  accompanied  the 
expedition,  thns  giving  ns  narratives  by  eye-witnesses  at  once  from  ecclesi- 
astical and  secular  stand-points.  The  statements  of  Gomara,  Hi8t.  Ind. ,  56-8, 
and  Hiiti.  J/iex.,  9-11,  must  be  taken  with  allowance.  Worse  still  are  the  me- 
morials of  the  relatives  of  Velazquez  to  soverei^  majesty,  such  as  that  found 
in  PcLcheco  and  Cdrdenas,  Col.  Doc.,  x.  80-6,  which  are  little  better  than  tissues 
of  misstatements  and  exaggerations.  Soils,  HUt.  Mex.,  i.  24-40,  gives  a  fair, 
fall,  and  graphic  statement  of  particulars.  The  Instruccion  que  did  el  ode- 
laniado  Diego  Velazquez  d  Heman  Cortes,  in  Pacheco  and  Cdnlenas,  Col.  Doc., 
xiL  226-51,  also  important,  as  furnishing  original  collateral  light.  Las  Casas, 
Hist  Ind.t  iv.  16,  421-4,  tiiough  full,  ia  specially  inaccurate  and  weak,  not 
only  in  his  facts,  but  in  his  deductions.  Nor  is  Peter  Martyr,  dec.  iv. 
cap.  iii.,  any  stronger.  Clavigero,  Storia  Mess.,  in.  4-6,  De  Rebus  OesHsFerdi- 
nandi  CarteHtij  in  leazbalceia,  CoL  Doe.,  i.  341-6,  and  Landa,  Rel.  de  Yuc, 
21,  are  mediocre;  and  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib  iii.  cap.  i.  and  ix.,  is  quite  full 
and  very  valuable.  Cogolludo,  Hist.  Yucaihan,  8-16,  gives  a  fair  r^sum^, 
bat  a  far  better  one  is  Torquemada's,  i.  351-7.  PrescotVs  account,  Mex., 
i.  224-9,  is  meagre  and  imperfect,  though  his  deductions  are  much  more 
sound  than  those  of  Robertson's  Hist.  Am.,  i.  240-3.  One  of  the  most  super- 
ficial of  the  modem  narratives  of  this  expedition  la  given  by  Zamacois,  Hist» 
Jf<*/.,ii.  236-52.  Those  by  Morelet,  Foy.  rfana  Mm.  Cc«<.,i.  179-85,  and  Fan- 
oourt's  Hist.  Yve.,  0-18,  are  valuable.  A  collection  of  extracts  from  several 
letters  to  Charles  V.,  referring  to  Yucatan,  and  forming  'an  account  of  a 
recently  discovered  island,  describing  its  locality,  the  customs  and  habits  of  its. 
inhabitants,'  was  printed  at  Nuremberg,  by  Frederick ^eypus,  iu  1520,  un- 
der title  beginning  Ein  auszug  eUliclter  Hendbri^dem  aller  durcUeuchtujisten. 
Garbajal  Espinosa,  Hist.  Mex.,  i.  51-65,  ii.  21,  and  Bamirez,  in  his  Mexicaoi 
edition  of  Prescott,  i.  132  and  135,  beside  narratives,  give  portraits  of  Ve- 
lazquez, C6rdoba,  and  Grijalva.  SaJicLgun,  Hint.  Cong.  13-9,  and  Brtisseur  de 
Bmtrbourg,  Hist.  Nat,  Civ.,  iv.  27-50,  are  most  valuable  from  an  aboriginal 
stand-point.  Alaman,  in  his  Disert. ,  i.  49-91 ,  treats  of  both  C6rdoba's  and  Gri- 
jalva's  voyages.  Amons  the  many  allusions  to  these  two  expeditions  of  no- 
special  significance  are  those  found  in  Og'dby's  Am.,  76-8;  Purchas,  His  Pit- 
grimes,  v.  858;  Oveido,  Sommario,  in  Ramusio,  Viaggi,  iii.  182-9;  Soe.  Mex. 
0eog.,B6leUn,  iiL  242-3;  Robertson's  Visit  Mex.,  i.  143;  Voy.,  Cur.  and EtU.y 
471-9;  World  Displayed,  i.  166-79;  Voy.,  A  New  Col,  i.  189-98;  Sammlung 
aller  Reisebesch.y  xiii.  254-64;  Ldliarpe,  Abr^gi,  ix.  219-31;  Kerr's  Voy.,  ii. 
70-1,  and  iii.  416--53;  Klemm,  Allgemeine  Culturgeschiclite,  219;  Cordua,  Sckeeps- 
Togtf  3-18,  and  35-89,  in  Aa,  Naaid-eurige  Versameling,  Montanus,  Nieutve 
Weereld,  7^-5;  CMtfritd,  Reysen,  iii. ;  Folsom,  in  CorUs' Deapalckes,  6-8;  HowOCs. 
Hist.  U.  S.,  i.  8-9;  Lardner's  Hist.  D'tscov.,  ii.  43-4;  Span.  Conq.  in  Am.,u. 
^9;  Vetancvrt,  Teatro  Mex.,  pt  iii.,  106-9;  Larenaudidre,  Mex.  e.t  Ouat., 
6S-4;  CaUe,  Mem.  y  Not.,  81-2;  Mayer's  Mex.  Aztec,  i.  14-15;  Hassef,  Mex. 
Ouai.,  6;  Holmes^  An.  Am.,  i.  35-7;  Oalvano's  Discov.,  130-2;  Corrculi,  Descub. 
de  la  Am.,  ii.  7-19;  Dalton's  Cong.  Mex.  and  Peru,  47-9;  Span.  Emp.  in  Am.,. 
27-8;  Snouxlen's  Am.,  77-9;  Raunal,  Hist.  Phil,  iii.  246-7;  DescripciondeAm.,. 
MS.,  112-13;  Gordon's  Hist.  Am.,  112-13;  MalU-Brun,  Yucatan,  23-4;  Wil- 
son's Conq.  ifex.f  291;  Castellanos,  Varones  ilustres  de  Indias,  71;  Peter  Mar-- 
ivr,  dec  iv.,  cap.  i.-v.,  Dvfey,  Risumi,  i.  97-103;  Mavor'a  Hist.,  xxiv.  65-6; 
Qregory^s  Hist.  Mex.,  19-20;  Norman's  Rambles,  95;  WHaon's  Mex.  a^d  Reg.y 
18;  CwJUyiCs  Jour.  Oeog.,  No.  vi.  84;  Newe  ZeiUung  von  Jucatan,  1,  etc.;  Mon- 
glaoey  Risum^,  41-6;  March  y  Labores,  Marina  Espanola,  i.  463-4;  CortesU^ 
Neuen  ffisp.,  pt.  ii.  2-5;  Morellij  Pasti  Novi  Orbis,  16;  Armin^  A  Urn 
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Before  the  return  of  Grijalva,  interest  in  the  new 
expedition  had  ah^eady  raised  itself  into  a  whirl  of 
excitement;  and  as  volunteers  pressed  forward,  the 
captaincy  became  an  apple  of  discord  among  aspirants. 
Chief  among  these  were  Vasco  Porcallo  a  near  rela- 
tive of  the  count  of  Feria,  Antonio  Velazquez,"  and 
Bernardino  Velazquez,  the  last  two  kinsmen  of  the 
governor.  Another  was  Baltasar  Bermudez,"  from 
Velazquez'  own  town,  and  his  intimate  friend.  None 
of  these  suited.  Then  followed  for  the  governor  nights 
of  troubled  dreams  and  days  of  irritable  indecision. 
It  was  a  peculiar  personage  Velazquez  wanted.  He 
must  be,  in  Mexico,  courageous,  wise,  and  prudent;  in 
Cuba,  obedient,  teachable.  He  must  be  able  to  com- 
mand men,  to  brave  the  proudest  barbarian,  and  so 
fired  by  enthusiasm  in  the  field  as  cheerfully  to  endure 
hardships  and  risk  life;  his  work  successfully  accom- 
plished, he  must  return  humbly  to  Santiago,  and  lay 
his  trophies  at  the  feet  of  his  master.  Grijalva  was 
most  nearly  such  a  man;  but  he  lacked  that  subtle 
second  sense  ^hich  should  tell  him  when  it  was  the 
governor's  pleasure  to  have  his  orders  disobeyed.  Por- 
callo was  competent,  but  Velazquez  was  afraid  of  him. 
He  was  scarcely  farther  from  the  throne  than  himself; 
and  in  reporting  any  important  conquest  to  the  king 
would  prove  the  greater  of  the  two.  The  relatives 
present  were  worse,  if  anything,  than  Grijalva;  be- 
sides, they  had  no  means,  and  to  this  position  the  suc- 
cessful aspirant  must  bring  money  as  well  as  courage 
and  discretion.  Bermudez  might  be  eligible,  but  for 
his  services,  in  braving  the  dangers,  and  bringing  the 
results  of  the  expedition  to  Velazquez,  he  had  the 

Mex.,  77-8;  Tourorty  Hist.  Oen.  Am.,  m.  58-78;  Buasierre,  VEmpirt  Mex.^ 
19a-9;  Sandovaly  Hist.  Carlos  T.,  i.  161-2;  CorUs,  Hist.  Mex.,  30-110;  Cctmpe^ 
Hist.  Descnb.  Am.,  ii.  7-19;  Cortds^  Aven,  y  Conq.,  12-13;  Stephens*  Indd.  qf 
Travelin  Yuc.,  ii.  366-9;  Drake's  Voy.,  161-3;  HarVs  Tabasco,  4-6;  La  Ortix, 
T.  541-4;  NouvelUsAn.  des  Voy.,  xcvii.  30-1,  and  cbdv.  101;  and  Jf oust,  Cbn^. 
diJUess.,  1-3. 

>'  Called  Borrego,  says  Torquemada,  i.  361.  Bemal  Diaz  gives  Borrego  a« 
Hke  second  surname. 

^'  Bemal  Diaz  says  Augustin  Bermudez. 
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temerity  to  demand  thi'ee  thousand  ducats.  The 
proposition  was  not  for  a  moment  to  be  entertained; 
the  job  must  be  accomplished  for  less  money. 

Watchful  eyes  saw  the  governor's  dilemma,  and 

artful  tongues  wagged  opportunely.     Near  to  him  in 

their  daily  vocations  were  two  men,  both  small  in 

stature,  but  large  of  head,  and  broad  in  experience  and 

sagacity.     One  was  the  governor's  secretary,  Andres 

de  Duero,  and  the  other  the  royal  contador,  Amador 

de  LAres.      Both  possessed  rare  attainments;   they 

were  skilled  in  every  artifice,  and  could  make  their 

master  see  white  or  black;  while   Ldres  could  not 

write,  he  had  not  failed  to  profit  by  a  twenty -two 

years'  career  in  Italy,  during  which  time  he  rose  to 

the  honorable  distinction  of  chief  butler  to  the  Gran 

Capitan,  and  he  seldom  found  it  diflScult  to  move  the 

unstable  Velazquez  to  his  purposes,  although  they 

were  not  always  the  purest  and  best.^*    Following  the 

example  of  the  governor,  these  two  worthies  were 

not  averse  to  improving  their  fortimes  by  securing,  at 

little  risk  or  expense,  an  interest  in  the  New  Spain 

conquest;  and  so  they  gave  heed  when  the  alcalde  of 

Santiago  softly  insinuated  that  he  was  the  man  for 

the  emergency,  and  that  if  they  would  help  him  to 

the  command  they  should  share  the  profits.^ 

The  alcalde  of  Santiago  bore  a  fair  reputation,  con- 
sidering the  time  and  place;  for  comparatively  few 
names  m  the  New  World  were  then  wholly  free  from 
taint  In  the  prime  of  manhood,  his  age  being  thirty- 
three,  of  full  medium  stature,  well  proportioned  and 
muscular,  with  full  breast,  broad  shoulders,  square  full 
forehead,  small  straight  spare  compact  body  and  well 

^*  Laa  Casta  regarded  him  as  a  schemer,  and  often  warned  Velazquez 
a^inat  *Veintido6  alios  de  Italia.'  Hist,  Ind.,  iv.  447.  He  calls  him  like- 
wise 'Biuqgal^s*  and  '  hombre  aatntisimo.' 

'^  '  Qae  partirian/  says  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  13,  '  entre  todos  tres 
la  j^anancia  del  oro,  7  plata,  y  joyas,  de  la  ^rte  que  le  cupiesse  &  Cort^,' 


and  also,  growls  Las  Casas,  mi  mvpra — knowledge  of  the  facts  as  yet  being 
but  rnmor— what  Cort^  could  steal  from  the  kins  and  the  governor  was  sub- 
ject to  division,  beside  what  he  would  rob  from  the  natives. 
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turned  limbs,  though  somewhat  bow-legged,  he  me- 
sented  a  pleasing  rather  than  imposing  front.  His 
portraits  show  fine  antique  features,  bearing  a  some- 
what sad  expression,  which  was  increased  by  the 
grave  tenderness  of  the  dark  oval  eyes.  The  full 
though  thin  beard,  cut  short,  counteracted  to  some 
extent  the  eflfect  of  the  small  ash-colored  face,  and 
served  to  cover  a  deep  scar  on  the  lower  lip,  the 
memento  of  a  duel  fought  in  behalf  of  a  certain  firail 
fair  one. 

He  was  an  exceedingly  popular  alcalde;  there  was 
nothing  staid  or  sombre  in  his  method  of  administer- 
ing justice.  The  law  was  less  to  him  than  expedi- 
ency, and  his  standard  of  right  was  easily  shifted, 
according  to  circumstances.  In  wit  and  vivacity  he 
was  a  Mercutio.  Astute  of  intellect,  discreet,  of  a 
cheerful,  even  jovial  disposition,  with  brilliant  intui- 
tions and  effervescent  animal  spirits,  he  knew  how  to 
please,  how  to  treat  every  man  as  best  he  liked  to  be 
treated.  A  cavalier  of  the  Ojeda  and  Balboa  type, 
he  was  superior  to  either.  He  would  not,  like  the 
former,  woo  danger  for  the  mere  pleasure  of  it,  nor, 
like  the  latter,  tamely  trust  his  forfeited  head  to  any 
governor.  Life  was  of  value  to  him;  yet  adventure 
was  tlie  rhythm  of  it,  and  the  greater  the  peril  the 
greater  the  harmony  secured.  An  hidalgo  of  respect- 
able antecedents,  whatever  he  might  have  been,  or 
might  be,  he  now  played  the  part  of  magistrate  to 
perfection.  As  a  matter  of  course,  he  was  in  entire 
sympathy  with  the  religious  views  of  the  day,  as  well 
as  with  the  leading  men  among  the  clergy.  Indeed 
the  friars  ever  praised  him,  believing  him  to  be  a 
zealous  and  conscientious  man;  he  made  it  a  point 
that  they  should.  The  moral  ideal  of  the  Japanese 
is  politeness.  Politeness  is  virtue.  They  do  not 
say  that  lying  and  stealing  are  wrong,  but  impo- 
lite. While  the  alcalde  if  pressed  must  confess 
himself  an  optimist,  beUeving  that  whatever  is,  is 
best,  yet  in  practice  that  best  he  would  better,  and 
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whatsoever  his  strength  permitted,  it  was  right  for 
him  to  do.  He  was  a  sort  of  Mephistopheles,  decked 
in  maimers  and  guided  by  knowledge.  Besides  the 
world,  he  knew  books,  and  how  to  make  somewhat  of 
them.  Earnestly  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  church, 
many  of  his  acts  yet  met  with  its  most  unqualified 
<K>ndemnation.  Possessed  of  vehement  aspirations,  his 
ambition  was  of  the  aggressive  kind;  not  like  that  of 
Velazquez,  mercenary  and  timid.  Like  Tigellinus 
Sophonius,  it  was  to  his  pleasing  person  and  imscru- 
pulous  character  that  the  alcalde  owed  his  rise  from 
poverty  and  obscurity;  and  now,  like  Phaethon,  if 
for  one  day  he  might  drive  the  governor's  sun-chariot 
across  the  heavens,  it  would  be  his  own  fault  if  he 
were  not  a  made  man.  This  much  at  this  time  we 
may  say  of  Hernan**  Cortes,  for  such  was  the  al- 
calde's name;  which  is  more  than  he  could  say  for 
himself,  not  knowing  himself  as  we  know  him,  and 
more  than  his  associates  could  say  of  him.  Here- 
after as  his  character  develops  we  shall  become  further 
acquainted  with  him.  It  is  as  difficult  to  detect  the 
full-grown  plant  in  a  seed  as  in  a  stone,  and  yet  the 
seed  will  become  a  great  tree,  while  the  stone  remains 
a  stone. 

And  so,  with  the  aid  of  his  loving  friends  Duero 
and  Ld,res,  whose  deft  advice  worked  successfully  on 
the  plastic  mind  of  Velazquez,  and  because  he  pos- 
sessed some  money  and  many  friends,  as  well  as 
courage  and  wisdom,  the  alcalde  of  Santiago  was 
proclaimed  captain-general  of  the  expedition."    And 

^'  Heman,  Hernando,  Feman,  Fernando,  Ferdinando.  The  names  are  one. 
With  no  special  preference,  I  employ  the  first,  used  by  the  best  writers. 
Among  the  early  authorities,  SoUs,  the  Spanish  translator  of  Dt  Bebua  Oegti$ 
JFhxlinandi  CorUaii,  and  many  others,  write  Heman;  Pizarro  y  Orellana, 
Forones  Ilvstres^  Feman;  Bemal  Diaz  and  Oviedo,  Hernando;  Gomara,  Fer- 
.nando.  In  accordance  with  the  Spanish  usage  of  adding  the  mother's  samame, 
he  is  sometimes,  though  rarely,  called  Cortte  j  Pizarro.  For  portrait  and 
signature  I  refer  the  reader  to  Alamany  Dittert.,  i.  app.  i.  15-16 ;  portrait  as  an 
old  man;  Clatfigero,  Storia  Mesa,,  iii.  6-8;  PrescoU*s  Mex,,  iii  1;  Jd.,  (ed. 
Mex.,  1846,  iii.  210-11);  ArminAlte  Mex,,  82,  plate  from  the  painting  in  the 
Comcepcion  Hospital  at  Mexico ;  March  y  Labores,  Mcarvna  EapafUAa,  L  466. 
^^  In  making  out  the  commission  Duero  stretched  every  pomt  in  fayor  of 
lus  friend,  naming  him  captain-general  of  lands  diacovered  and  to  be  dia- 
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now,  while  the  heathen  wail  let  the  Spaniards  rejoice. 
Yes.  Noble  Castilian!  cry  aloud!  for  gold  shall  fill 
the  coflfers  of  your  king  as  they  were  never  filled 
before,  and  great  shall  be  the  glory  of  your  kingdom; 
and  if  the  sight  of  the  blood  your  captains  shall  draw 
from  the  hapless  savages,  even  more  freely  than  gold 
is  drawn,  does  not  spoil  your  appetite  for  the  gajne, 
then  whet  your  swords  for  the  grand  pacification. 

ooYered,  as  well  as  of  the  fleet.  Solis,  ffigt.  Mex.,  L  47;  for  the  greater  th^- 
share  of  Cortes,  the  greater  Duero's  share.  Gomara  says,  Hist,  i/er.,  12» 
'  Hablo  a  Pem&do  Cortes  para  q  armassean  ambos  a  medias,  porq  tenia  dos  mil 
GasteUanos  de  oro,*  etc. ;  but  2000  castellanos  alone  would  not  purchase  a  half 
interest  in  this  undertaJcing.  Las  Casas,  loc.  cit,  states  that  Velazquez,  for 
reasons  that  will  appear  in  the  next  chapter,  was  very  cautious  in  intercourse- 
witii  Cortte  until  his  scruples  were  overcome  by  advisers. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

TEDB  HERO  OF  THE  CONQUIiST. 

BiBTHPLACB  or  JBLebnan  GoktAs— His  ComNG  Compensatort  for  the  Deyh.- 
SENT  Luther— PARENTAOB—HERNiiN  A  Sickly  Child — Saint  Peteb: 
HIS  Patron — He  is  Sent  to  Salamanca— Returns  Home— Thinks  of 
C6ai>OBA  AND  Italy— And  or  Ovando  and  the  Indies — Chooses  thk 
Latter — ^Narrow  Esg\pb  during  a  Love  Intrigue — Ovando  Sails 

WITHOUT    HlH— CORT^  GOES  TO  VALENCIA— Is  THERE  IlL— RETURNS 

Home — Finally  Sails  roR  the  Indies— His  Reception  at  Santo 
DoMiKoo — ^Hb  Fights  Indians  under  Velazquez,  and  is  Given  an 
Enoomienda— Goes  to  Cuba  with  Velazquez— Makes  Love  to  Cata- 
una  Suarez— But  Declines  to  Marry- Velazquez  Insists — Corti^ 
Rebels — Seizures,  Imprisonments,  Escapes,  and  Reconciliation. 

Let  us  now  look  into  the  life  of  this  Cuban  magis- 
trate, so  suddenly  raised  to  prominence. 

Medellin,  a  small  town  of  Estremadura,  Spain,  was 
the  birthplace  of  Heman  Cortds,  and  1485  the  year 
in  which  he  was  bom — miraculously  bom,  as  Men- 
dieta  and  others  believe,  and  perhaps  by  way  of  com- 

E^nsation  for  the  appearing  about  this  time  of  Martin 
uther.^     The  shade  of  Montezuma,  peradventure,, 

>  Indeed,  to  make  the  miracle  perfect  in  all  its  details,  a  little  wajrping  of 
the  facts  is  perhaps  allowable.  So  when  the  zealons  chroniclers  bring  inta 
the  world  the  same  year,  the  same  day,  even  the  self -same  hour,  these  two 
great  champions  for  the  souls  of  men,  we  should  not  be  too  critical,  thonsh 
m  tmth  there  were  two  years  difference  in  their  a^es.  '  Y  asi,  no  carece  de 
misterio  one  el  mismo  afio  que  Lutero  nacid  en  Islebio,*  that  is  to  say  Eisleben, 
*  villa  de  Sajonia,  iiaci6  HCmando  Cortes  en  Medellin,  villa  de  Espafia;  aquel 
para  tarbar  el  mnndo  y  meter  debajo  de  la  bandera  del  demonio  a  machos  de 
los  fieles  que  de  padres  y  abnelos  y  muchos  tiempos  atras  eran  oat61icos,  y  este 
para  traer  al  gremio  de  la  Iglesia  infinita  mnltitod  de  gentes  que  ^r  afios  sin 
eaento  habian  estado  debajo  del  poder  de  Satmda  envneltoe  en  vicios  y  ciegoa 
con  la  idolatria.'  Mendieta,  Hint,  Eelea.,  174-5.  Pizarro  y  Orellaoa  will  not 
be  outdone  by  any  one  in  zeal  or  mendacity.  '  Naci6  este  Ilustre  Varon  el 
dia  mismo  que  aquella  bestia  infernal,  el  Perfido  Heresiarca  Lutero,  sali6 
al  mundo. '  Varonea  Ilvntres,  66.  Bemal  Diaz  is  the  first  authority  on  the  ques- 
tion  of  age.     '  En  el  afio  que  passamos  con  Cort^  dende  Cuba,'  he  writea 
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might  deny  that  his  was  the  advent  of  a  new  Messiah, 
though  the  deluded  monarch,  at  the  first,  sorrowfully 
hailed  him  as  such.  The  father,  Martin  Cortes  y 
Monroy,  was  of  that  poor  but  prolific  class  who  filled 
Spain  toward  the  close  of  the  Moorish  wars,  and 
who,  although  nothing  in  particular,  were  neverthe- 
less permitted  to  call  themselves  hidalgos,  sons  of 
something.  Some  give  him  the  title  of  escudero, 
others  place  him  stifi  higher  in  the  scale  of  fighting 
men.  The  mother,  Catalina  Pizarro  y  Altamirano, 
likewise,  with  poverty,  claimed  noble  blood.* 

Heman  was  a  sickly  child,  and  probably  would 
have  died  had  not  his  good  nurse,  Maria  de  Estdvan, 

Hist,  Verdad,,  238,  'a  la  Nueya  Espafia,  fue  el  de  quinientos  y  diez  y  nnene 
«fi08,  y  entonces  solia  dezir  estando  en  conversacion  ae  todoe  noBOtroe  fos  com- 
pa&eroB  qae  con  ^1  passamos,  que  aula  treynta  y  qnatro  afio«,  y  veynte  y  ocho 
qae  auian  passado  nasta  que  murio,  que  son  sesenta  y  doa  auos.*  While  agree- 
ing with  Bemal  Diaz  in  the  date  of  Cort^*  death,  December  2, 1547,  Gomara 
says  he  was  then  sixty-three.  From  his  false  premise  Mendieta  elaborates  a 
comparison  between  Luther  and  Cort^,  dwelling  with  pious  pathos  on  the 
holocaust  of  human  victims  offered  up  at  the  consecration  of  the  great  Aztec 
temple  at  Mexico,  which  deed,  he  coolly  states,  was  committed  on  the  day 
Cortes  was  bom.  For  the  facts,  see  BnncroJVs  Native  Races,  v.  6,  439-40. 
Without  taking  the  trouble  to  test  Mendieta's  statement,  Torquemada,  i.  340-1, 
carries  the  miraculous  still  further.  Following  the  heaven-descended  Cort^ 
in  his  piratical  raid  on  Mexico,  he  sees  the  hand  of  God  in  the  finding  of 
Aguilar,  who,  like  Aaron,  was  to  be  the  mouthpiece  of  his  chief,  in  the  alli- 
ances with  native  states,  and  in  the  mat  victories  and  hair-breadth  escapes 
of  the  conqueror,  fighting  under  the  banner  of  the  cross. 

"  According  to  the  TesUmonio  de  hidalguia  de  CorUs,  in  CoL  Doc,  Inid.^ 
i V.  238-9,  the  names  of  the  mother's  parents  were  Diego  Altamirano  and  Leonor 
Sanchez  Pizarro,  which  would  reverse  her  surnames,  and  make  the  son  a  Gort^ 
y  Altamirano.  But  Gromara,  De  Bebwt  Oestis  Ferdinandi  Cortesii,  and  other 
authorities,  do  not  accept  this  form.  This  important  document,  however,  the 
Tfstimonio,  establishes  the  fact  that  both  parents  were  hidalgos,  'gozando 
de  los  oficios  que  eozan  los  hijosdalgo  en . . .  Medellin. '  Some  historians  strain 
themselves  to  make  Cortes  the  scion  of  a  Roman  family,  or  even  of  a  king  of 
Lombardy  and  Tuscany,  whose  descendants  entered  Spain"*  durinff  Gothic 
rule.  Those  who  have  tastes  in  that  direction  may  consult  SiaUus,  Viris 
lUusi.,  141;  A  notes  de  Aragon,  iii.  xiv.;  Pizarro  y  OreUana,  Varones  Ilvstres, 
67.  Las  Casas,  Hist.  Ind,,  iv.  11,  who  claimed  acquaintance  with  the  family, 
slurs  their  pretensions  to  high  origin.  *Ambos  hijosdalgo  sin  ra^a'  is  the 
qualification  in  Sandoval,  Hist.  Carlos  V.,  i.  160.  No  doubt  the  parents  of 
0>rt^s  were  respectable  and  amiable  people,  but  to  attempt  to  make  of  them 
other  than  they  were  is  foll^.  '  Cathxurinia  namque  probitate,  pudicitift  et  in 
conjugem  amore,  nulli  aetatis  suae  feminae  cessit.*  De  Rebus  Oestis  FrrdincLndi 
Cortfsii,  in  Icazbalceta,  Col.  Doc.,  i.  310-11.  Tliis  document  refers  to  Martin 
Cort<^s  as  '  levia  armaturae  equitum  quinquaginta  dux  fuerit,'  on  which  evi- 
dence Prescott  makes  the  man  a  captain  when  he  is  only  a  lieutenant,  which 
yet  more  clearly  appears  by  Gomara,  who  states,  Hist.  Mex,,  4,  that  he  was 
a  *  teniente  de  vna  compa&ia  de  Ginetes.* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


EARLY  LIFE  OF  COKT&.  43 

secured  in  his  behalf  Saint  Peter,  thenceforth  his 
patron.'  With  his  mother's  milk  he  drank  courage* 
and  intelligence,  and  he  was  schooled  in  the  virtues 
and  the  vices  of  the  day.  In  his  youth  he  was  head- 
strong, but  chivalrous,  and  he  revelled  in  his  supe- 
riority over  other  boys.  The  brain-ferment,  chronic 
throughout  his  Ufe,  set  in  at  an  early  day.  He  was 
keenly  sensitive  to  disgrace.  As  he  developed  some- 
what of  archness  and  duplicity,  he  was  deemed  best 
fitted  for  the  profession  of  the  law.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen,  accordingly,  with  such  preparation  as  the 
slender  means  of  the  father  would  allow,  he  was  sent 
to  Salamanca,  whose  university,  though  past  the 
zenith  of  its  fame,  was  still  the  leading  seat  of  learn- 
ing for  conservative  Spain.  Two  years  of  restraint 
and  intellectual  drudgery,  during  which  time  he  lived 
with  his  father's  brother-in-law,  Nunez  de  Valera, 
sufficed  to  send  him  home' surfeited  with  learning,  to 
the  great  disappointment  of  his  family."  A  frolicsome 
and  somewhat  turbulent  disposition,  more  marked 
since  his  college  career  than  previously,  made  his  re- 
turn all  the  more  unwelcome.     Not  that  his  studies, 

'  The  nurse  was  a  '  vezina  de  Oliua,'  and  her  method  of  choosing  a  patron 
iras  characteristic  of  the  times.  *  La  deuocion  fue  echar  en  suertes  los  doze 
apostoles,  y  darle  por  auogado  el  postrero  q  ssliesse,  y  salio  san  Pedro.  En 
cnyo  ndbre  se  dixeron  ciertas  missas  y  oraciones,  con  las  qoales  plugo  a  IHos 
q  sanasse.'  CfomarOj  Hist,  Mex.^  4. 

*And  Pizarro  y  Orellana,  Varones  HwtrtSy  66-69,  indulges  in  a  lengthy 
dissertation  upon  the  effect  of  mothers*  milk  on  heroes.  *  Criole  a  sua  pechos 
I>oua  Catalina  Pizarro  su  madre :  y  a  la  generosidad  deste  lacticinio  atribuye 
Marineo  e  SicuJo  su  gran  valor,  y  virtud.  * 

3  Pizarro  y  Orellana,  Varonen  Ilmtrea,  67,  states  that  he  was  supported  at 
college  by  Movoy  and  Kodriguez.  It  is  possible  that  his  proud  spirit  chafed 
nnder  this  dependence,  or  that  he  felt  too  deeply  his  position  as  a  poor  student 
Among  the  w^thy  vouth  there  congregated;  or  that  this  aid  was  withdrawn 
owing  to  the  turbulent  character  here  developed  by  the  young  man.  These 
views  find  support  in  Oomara,  Hist,  if  ex.,  4:  'Boluiose  a  Medellin,  harto  o 
arrepentido  de  estudiar,  o  qui^a  falto  de  dineros.'  While  admitting  the  want 
both  of  money  and  inclination  for  study,  Torquemada,  i.  345,  states  that  a 
quartan  fever  came  on  as  he  was  preparing  for  the  study  of  law,  and  was  the 
chief  cause  of  his  leaving  the  college.  Las  Casas,  Uist.  Ind.,  iv.  11,  gives  him 
the  honors  of  a  bachiller,  and  as  having  studied  law,  both  of  which  statements 
are  unlikely,  considering  his  short  course.  'Aprendiendo  gramdtica'  implies  a 
course  of  study  in  Latin  and  Greek,  as  well  as  rhetoric,  which  it  required 
three  years  to  complete.  Plan  de  Estudios  de  la  Universidcul  de  Salamfinca, 
quoted  by  Folsom,  in  CvrUa^  DespoUches^  10.  According  to  Peralta,  '  asento 
eon  un  eacribano, . . . .  y  aprendi6  d  escrebir, '  etc.  in  Valladolid.   Not,  IlisL ,  56. 
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despite  his  aversion  to  them,  had  been  wholly  ne- 
glected; he  could  boast  a  smatter  of  Latin,  which 
indeed  proved  of  advantage  afterward,  giving  him  in- 
fluence over  many  of  those  with  whom  he  associated. 
He  had  also  acquired  some  knowledge  of  rhetoric,  as 
is  manifest  in  his  letters  and  occasional  verses.*     At 
present,  however,  his  intellectual  talents  were  em- 
ployed only  in  scribbling  rhymes  in  aid  of  amorous^ 
intrigues,  which  were  now  his  chief  pursuit.     Hence 
when  arms  possessed  his  fancy  the  parents  did  not 
repine,  but  were  only  too  glad  for  him  to  enter  ser- 
vice, as  he  seemed  inclined,  under  the  Gran  Capitan,. 
who  was  just  then  alluring  to  his  standard  the  chiv-^ 
airy  of   Spain   by  brilliant  achievements   in   Italy. 
There  was,  however,  the  glitter  of  gold  in  the  Indies,, 
and  the  appointment  of  Nicolds  de  Ovando,^  as  gov- 
ernor, turned  the  youth's  vacillating  mind  in  that 
direction. 

Cortes  had  concluded  to  accompany  the  new  gov- 
ernor, when  one  night,  just  before  the  sailing  of  the 
fleet,  an  accident  intervened.  While  engaged  in  one 
of  his  intrigues  he  had  occasion  to  climb  a  courtyard 
wall  to  gain  the  lady's  apartment.  The  wall  crum- 
bling beneath  his  weight  threw  him  to  the  ground^ 
and  the  noise  brought  to  the  door  of  an  adjoining 
house  a  blustering  Benedick,  who,  perceiving  the  sit- 
uation of  the  gaUant,  and  suspecting  his  own  newly 
made  wife,  drew  the  sword  with  bloody  intent.  At 
the  pra-yer  of  the  suspected  wife's  mother,  however, 
the  husband  suspendea  vengeance.    Before  the  scape- 

frace  recovered   from  a   fever  brought   on   by  the 
ruises  received  in  this  fall,  the  fleet  of  Ovando  haxi 
sailed. 

'Verses  which  were  tolerably  good,  and  even  procured  him  some  fame. 
Anales,  220.  '  Quando  hablana  con  Letrados,  y  hombres  Latinos,  respondia  ^ 
lo  que  le  dezian  en  Latin.*  Bemal  Diaz,  HitU.  Verdad.,  238.  The  combined 
qualities  of  scholar  and  general  have  called  up  a  not  inappropriate  oompariaoiL 
between  Cortes  and  Cs&sar.    See  Helptt*  Span.  Conq.t  and  other  authorities. 

^  Some  claim  him  for  a  relative  of  Cortes.  See  Pizarro  y  Ortilanay  Vartme*- 
Jlvstresy  70;  SoliSy  Hist.  Mez.,  i.  45;  De  Rebus  GesUs  Ferdinandi  Cortesii,  in 
Icazbalceta,  Col.  D<k,,  i.  312. 
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After  this,  Cortes  thought  again  of  Italy,  and  went 
i;o  Valencia  to  place  himself  under  C6rdoba,  but  once 
more  illness  overtook  him,  this  time  accompanied  by 
destitution,  and  he  returned  to  Medellin  somewhat 
sobered.®  Thus  another  year  was  idled  away;  but 
notwithstanding  his  follies,  the  youthful  cavalier,  who 
was  now  nineteen,  displayed  many  fine  qualities.  As 
he  approached  manhood  his  health  improved,  and  form 
and  features  became  more  pleasing.  Though  proud  in 
his  bearing,  and  of  quick  perceptions,  and  high-spirited 
in  temper,  he  sought  to  school  his  tongue,  and  to 
practise  discretion  in  the  use  of  his  sword.  Native  to 
him  were  generosity  and  amiability.  The  qualities  of 
his  heart  were  noble;  the  vices  were  those  of  his  time 
and  station.  Yet  he  lacked  the  moral  fibre  which 
should  be  interwoven  with  the  good  impulses  of  every 
rich,  sensitive  nature,  and  this  want  could  not  be 
made  up  by  repeating  prayers  and  singing  psalms, 
wherein  Gomara  describes  him  as  efficient. 

The  pinching  economy  to  which  Cortes  was  reduced 
made  his  present  frequent  visions  of  the  Indies  appear 
only  the  brighter;  and  when,  in  1504,  a  fleet  of  five 
ships  was  announced  to  sail  for  Espanola,  he  deter- 
mined to  delay  no  longer.  With  little  else  than  his 
father's  blessing  he  proceeded  to  Seville,  and  took 
passage  with  Alonso  Quintero,  master  of  one  of  the 
vessels,  who  fancied  himself  shrewder  than  other  men, 
and  shrewder  than  he  was.  Thinking  to  overreach 
his  brother  captains  in  whose  company  he  sailed,  and 
to  secure  at  Espafiola  the  first  market  for  his  merchan- 
dise, he  stole  forth  one  night  from  the  Canary  Isles, 
where  the  squadron  had  touched  for  supplies.  A  gale 
dismasted  his  vessel  on  reaching  the  open  sea,  and 
Bent  him  back  to  port.  The  others  agreed  to  await 
his  repairs,  which  generosity  Quintero  repaid  by  seek- 
ing a  second  time  to  take  advantage  of  them  by  going 

'  '  AnduTO  ae  a  1*  flor  del  berro,  aim  q  no  sin  trabajos  y  neceasidades 
•oerca  de  vn  aflo. '  Okmiara,  Hiet.  Mex,,  5.  *  Squandered  his  meaoa  at  Valencia 
iviUi  bad  oompaniona,*  is  the  tenn  oaed  in  Sandoval,  Hiti,  Carlos,  i.  161. 
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before,  and  his  treachery  was  a  second  time  punished 
by  the  winds,  aided,  indeed,  by  the  pilot,  who  was  at 
enmity  with  the  captain,  and  who  threw  the  ship  from 
her  course  during  the  night  so  that  the  reckoning  was 
lost.  The  usual  sufferings  are  related;  and,  in  answer 
to  prayer,  we  are  told  of  a  miraculous  interposition. 
On  Good  Friday,  when  all  hope  had  been  abandoned, 
there  was  seen  poised  above  the  ship  a  dove,  which 
presently  dropped  down  and  rested  on  the  mast.®  How- 
ever this  might  have  been,  we  are  credibly  informed 
that  the  wind  subsided  and  the  ship  proceeded  on  her 
voyage.  Finally,  on  reaching  his  destmation,  Quintero 
found  the  other  ships  snugly  riding  at  anchor,  their 
cargoes  having  been  profitably  disposed  of  several 
days  before. 

The  governor  being  absent,  his  secretary,  Medina^ 
received  Cortes  kindly,  and  pointed  him  the  common 
highway  to  fortune.  "Register  yourself  a  citizen,"  he 
said.  "Promise  not  to  le^ve  the  island  for  five  years,, 
and  you  shall  have  lands  and  Indians;  after  the  ex- 
piration of  your  time  you  may  go  where  you  choose."* 
Cortes  answered:  "I  want  gold,  not  work;  and  neither 
in  this  island  nor  in  any  other  place  will  I  promise  to 
remain  so  long."  He  thought  better  of  it,  however, 
and  on  the  return  of  Ovando  he  presented  himself, 
and  was  induced  to  settle.  Not  long  after  an  Indian 
revolt  called  Diego  Velazquez,  heutenant  of  Ovando, 
into  the  field,  and  Cortds  hastened  to  join  the  expedi- 
tion. The  coolness  and  ability  displayed  in  this  short 
campaign  won  for  him  the  admiration  and  esteem 
alike  of  chief  and  comrades.^®  His  reward  was  an  en- 
comienda  of  Indians  in  the  Daiguao  country,  together 
with  the  notaryship  of  the  new  town  of  Azua.  For 
the  next  six  years  he  was  occupied  in  husbandry  and 

'Tonjuemada, }.  346,  sees  in  the  bird  a  messenger  from  Qod  tacondnct 
safely  his  chosen  mstniment  for  converting  the  natives  of  the  New  World*. 
Pizarro  y  Orellana,  Varones  Ilvttres,  6&-70,  recognizes  the  Holy  Ghost,  who 
assumed  this  form,  and  comments  on  similar  appearances  elsewhere.  How 
goodly  a  thing  is  faith  1 

^^He  assisted  in  the  pacification  of  Higne,  Bauruco,  Baigoao,  lutagna^ 
Jaragu^,  and  Amgnayagua.  CorUs,  Memorial,  in  Col.  Doc.  Inid.,  iv.  220l 
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in  official  pursuits,  varied  by  military  exploits  and  love 
intrigues  which  kept  his  sword  from  rusting  and  gave 
him  wounds  which  he  carried  through  life.  An  ab- 
scess under  the  right  knee,  a  most  lucky  affiction, 
alone  prevented  his  joining  the  ill-fated  expedition  of 
Nicuesa  to  Veragua." 

On  assuming  the  direction  of  New  World  affairs  as 

fovemor,  in  place  of  Ovando,  Diego  Colon  in  1511 
tted  out  an  expedition  against  Ciioa,  and  gave  the 
command  to  Velazquez,  who  appointed  Cortes  his 
adviser  and  executive  officer,"  a  position  which  the 
latter  gladly  accepted,  deprived  as  he  was  of  his  patron 
Ovando,  and  heartily  tired  of  the  monotony  of  Es- 
panola.  Still  hidden  beneath  a  careless  exterior  were 
the  deeper  qualities  of  his  nature,  and  there  were  yet 
six  other  years,  and  more  of  ordinary  business  and 
pleasure,  before  the  appearance  of  earnest  thought  or 
great  self-reliance.^  Meanwhile  Spanish  women  were 
not  numerous  in  the  Indies,  and  rivalry  for  their 
favors  was   great.     Cortes   had  escaped   with  light 

^^  The  author  of  Dt  Rebus  Oestis  Ferdinandi  Cortesii  directs  thiB  expedition 
to  Cuba,  after  delaying  it  three  months  in  the  hope  of  securing  the  services 
of  Cort^,  in  both  of  which  statements  he  is  in  error.  Icazbakata^  CoL  Doc,, 
I  318-19. 

^'  'Socinm  et  rainistmm  consiliorom  omnium  adsnmit.'  De  Rebus  Oestis 
Ferdinandi  Cortesii,  in  Icazbalceta,  Col,  Doc,  i.  320.  So  highly  did  Velazquez 
esteem  the  qualities  of  his  friend,  '  diu  multtimque  Cortesium  rogat,  ut  secum 
eat:  maria  ac  montes  polUcetur,  si  operam  aa  id  bellum  polliceatur.'  Id., 
319.  Las  Caaas,  who  knew  Cortes  at  a  later  time,  makes  him  one  of  the  two 
secretaries  of  Velazquez,  the  other  being  Andrds  de  Duero ;  and  this  would 
coincide  with  the  above.  Las  Casas  is  too  inconsistent  to  be  very  reliable. 
On  the  same  page  he  refers  to  Cortes  as  a  prudent,  reticent  man,  and  also  as 
a  prater  not  to  be  trusted  with  secrets ;  useful  to  Velazouez  only  for  hia 
knowledge  of  Latin.  Jlisi,  Ind.,  iv.  10-11.  Herrera^  dec.  i.,  lib.  ix.,  cap.  viii., 
follows  Laa  Casas.  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  6,  calls  him  'oficial  del  tesorero 
^liguel  de  PassamOte,  para  tener  cueta  cO  los  quintos  y  hazienda  del  rey,  y 
aun  el  mesmo  Diego  Velazquez  se  lo  rogo,  por  ser  habil  y  diliffente. '  Gomara 
may  have  had  his  reasons  for  not  connecting  him  too  closely  with  his  later 
enemy,  but  he  admits  on  this  and  on  the  foUowine  page  that  Velazquez  in- 
trusted him  with  business  afihirs  of  his  own,  which  he  was  afterward  charged 
with  havinff  divulged.  Amonff  these  duties  was  superintending  the  con- 
struction ox  a  mint  and  hospital.  The  position  of  clerk  to  a  treasurer  would 
of  course  be  inferior  to  that  of  secreta^  to  the  chief  of  the  expedition ;  yet 
if  the  treasurer  was  as  illiterate  as  Contador  Ldres,  his  clerk  would  rank 
rather  as  deputy. 

"  *Era  muy  resabido  y  recatado,'  says  Las  Casas,  'puesto  que  uo 
moetraba  saber  tanto,  ni  ser  de  tanta  habuidad  como  despues  lo  moBtr6  en 
oosaa  drduas.' 
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punishment  many  gallantries,  but  he  had  not  been 
settled  long  in  (Juba  before  he  found  a  more  serious 
case  upon  ms  hands. 

Among  those  who  had  settled  in  Cuba  was  a  family 
from  Granada,  Suarez  by  name,  consisting  of  a  widow, 
lier  son  Juan,  and  three  daughters,  remarkable  for  their 
beauty.  They  had  come  with  the  vireyna  Maria  de 
Toledo,  and  Gomara  is  so  ungallant  as  to  say  that  their 
object  was  to  secure  rich  husbands."  Scores  of  hearts 
are  laid  at  their  feet,  but  the  marriage  obligation  is 
evaded  by  the  more  promising  men  of  the  colony,  for 
the  Suarez  family  has  a  somewhat  clouded  reputation. 
In  one  of  them  Velazquez  takes  a  tender  interest; 
fiome  say  he  marries  her."  Cortes  fancies  another; 
Catalina  is  her  name;  he  trifles  with  her  affections, 
obtains  her  favors,  promises  her  marriage,  and  then 
«eeks  to  evade  the  issue.  The  brother  petitions  the 
virtuous  governor,  who  cannot  see  the  sister  of  his 
love  thus  wronged.  Velazquez  orders  Cortes  to  marry 
Catalina.  The  cavaUer  refuses.  Enmity  arises  be- 
tween the  two  men,  and  without  difficulty  Cortes  is 
persuaded  by  certain  disaffected  to  join  a  cabal  against 
the  governor.  Nocturnal  meetings  are  held  at  the 
house  of  Cortes;  and  when  it  is  determined  to  lay 
their  fancied  grievances  before  the  authorities  at  Santo 

^*  The  deceased  head  of  the  family  bore  the  name  of  Diego  Suarez  P^ 
•checo,  the  mother  that  of  Maria  de  Marcaida,  also  wrongly  written  Mercaida. 
The  son,  Juan  Suarez,  the  partner  of  Cortes  in  the  Cuban  encomienda,  after- 
ward settled  in  Mexico.  ^er7iaZZ)/az, /T/^^  Verdad.,  12-13.  See  also  Proceso 
de  Marcayda,  in  CorUs,  Besidencia,  ii.  333.     Pendta,  the  son  of  Juan,  gives 

the  family  a  genealo&;y  of  high  order.  Not.  Hist. ,  57.    '  Suarez gente  pobre. ' 

Las  Casus,  Hist.  Ina. ,  iv.  13.  '  Dofia  Catalina  Suarez  Pacheco  (the  daughter), 
•doncella  noble  y  recatada.  *  Solis,  Hist.  Mex.,  i.  46,  and  Pizarro  y  Orellana, 
Varones  Ilvstres,  70,  also  write  Suarez,  Herrera  and  Gomara,  Xuarez.  The  lat- 
ter says  three  or  four  daughters.  Hist.  Mex. ,  7,  but  it  seems  that  there  were 
four  children  in  all.  Those  who  write  the  more  common  form  of  Suarez  are 
more  explicit,  and  deserve  at  least  equal  credit  with  Gomara. 

i&  Velazquez  was  married  not  long  after  his  arrival  in  Cuba  to  the  daughter 
of  Contador  Cu^llar.  The  bride  died  within  the  same  week.  Herrera,  dec 
i.  lib.  ix.  cap.  ix.  *  Velazquez  fauorecia  la  por  amor  de  otra  su  hermana,  q 
tenia  ruin  fama,  y  aun  el  era  demasiado  mugeril.'  Gomara^  Hist.  Mex,, 
7.  Delaporte,  Reisen,  x.  141-2,  assumes  that  Cort^  won  the  love  of  her  whom 
Velazquez  wished  to  possess;  while  Gordon,  Anc.  Mex.,  ii.  32,  supposes  that 
the  bride  had  been  the  object  of  Velazquez'  gallantry;  hence  tke  trouble. 
Folsom,  on  the  other  hand,  marries  one  of  the  Suarez  sisters  to  Velazquex^ 
«ad  calLi  him  the  brother-in-law  of  Cort^.     Cortes,  Despatches,  9,  11-12. 
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iDominffo,  Cortes  is  chosen  bearer  of  the  complaints." 
:Ab  he  IS  about  to  embark  on  his  perilous  mission,  to 
traverse  in  an  open*  boat  eighteen  leagues  of  open 
ocean,  the  governor  hears  of  it,  seizes  the  envoy,  and 
sends  him  in  chains  to  the  fortress.  His  partisans 
are  likewise  imprisoned,  and  active  in  preferring 
charges  against  them  are  Bermudez,  the  two  Velaz- 
•quez,  Villegas,  and  Juan  Suarez.  Friends  intercede 
and  prevent  immediate  hanging.^'  Cortes  resolves  on 
•escape.  With  some  diflScmty  he  extricates  himself 
from  his  fettera,  seizes  the  sword  of  the  sleeping 
guard,  forces  the  window,  and  dropping  to  the  ground 
takes  refuge  in  the  church."  Velazquez,  enraged  at 
the  escape,  yet  not  daring  to  violate  the  privilege  of 
sanctuary,  resorts  to  artifice.  Introducing  some  sol- 
diers into  the  chapel  through  a  small  door  in  the 
rear,  the  blushing  Catalina  is  stationed  at  a  distance 
before  the  sacred  edifice  as  a  decoy.  The  lover  sees 
her;  the  dear  girl  wishes  to  speak  with  him,  but 
her  maidenly  modesty  forbids  her  nearer  approach. 
Cortes  rushes  forward  to  clasp  her  in  his  arms,  only 
to  be  seized  from  behind,  and  placed  under  a  strong 
guard  in  the  hold  of  a  vessel  bound  for  Espaflola, 
where,  in  company  with  the  other  conspirators,  he  is 
to  undergo  trial.  ^' 

'*  Gomara,  Hist,  ifex.,  7,  InBists  that  Velazquez  had  no  motiTe  for 
aoger  except  the  refusal  of  Cort^  to  mariy.  The  meeting  of  conspirators 
at  his  house  gave  plausibility  to  the  charges  of  his  enemies.  By  others 
it  is  even  stated  that  at  these  meetings  Cortes  defended  the  governor 
against  the  charges  of  the  conspirators  and  overruled  their  plots.  De  Rebus 
Gegtis  Ferdmaiuu  Cortem,  in  IcazbaJceta,  Col.  Doc.^  L  325-6.  The  prepon- 
derance of  evidence,  however,  is  against  this  supposition. 

17  <  Estando  para  se  embarcar  en  una  canoa  de  indios  con  sus  papeles,  fu^ 
Diego  Velazquez  avisado  y  h6zolo  prender  y  q uisola  ahorcar. '  Las  Casas,  Hist. 
Ind. ,  iv.  1 1 .  He  was  cast  in  the  fort  prison,  lest  the  army  should  proclaim  him 
generaL  *Timebat  ne  si  quis,'  etc.  De  Bebus  Oestis  Ferdinandi  CortesU,  in 
IctsbalceUiy  Col.  Doe.,  L  325  and  326-7. 

^^  In  De  Rebus  Oestis  Ferdvnandi  CortesU,  in  Icaasbdlceta,  Col.  Doc,  i.  326-7, 
it  is  related  that  Cort^  broke  the  ropes  holding  him  by  means  of  a  stick,  and 
filed  the  padlock  of  the  chains.  Seizu^  a  bludgeon  he  advanced  on  the  sleep- 
Ins  jailer,  resolved  to  break  his  head  u  he  moved.  But  Crist6bal  de  Lagos 
ei&er  slept  or  pretended  not  to  hear  the  noise  as  Ck>rt^  seized  the  sword 
and  shield  at  bis  head.  Swin^g  oi>en  a  small  window,  Cort^  slid  down 
and  hurried  to  the  sanctuary,  giving  on  the  way  a  word  of  cheer  and  advice 
to  the  conspirators  who  were  held  within  the  prison. 

V  *  Cortte tnuo  por  ciertp  q  lo  embiari&  a  santo  Domingo  o  a  Bspafia.' 

Hns.  Xn..  Tol.  L   4 
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Sympathy  for  Cortes  increases  with  his  misfortunes^ 
and  aid  is  fiimished  for  a  second^escape.  The  shackles 
are  removed,  and  exchanging  clothes  with  an  attend- 
ant, he  mounts  the  upper  deck,**  strolls  carelessly  about 
watching  his  opportunity  until  he  gains  the  skin ;  then 
cutting  loose  the  boat  of  another  vessel  near  by,  to  pre- 
vent pursuit,  he  pulls  lustily  toward  Baracoa.  The 
boat  becomes  unmanageable,  he  plunges  into  the  water^ 
swims  ashore,  and  once  more  gains  the  sanctuary.^ 

Cortes  was  sensible  enough  now  to  perceive  that 
he  had  involved  himself  more  deeply  than  a  trifling 
love  afiair  would  justify,  and  that  possibly  he  might 
best  rid  himself  of  the  charming  Catalina  by  marry- 
ing her.  Once  determined  on  this  course,  he  called 
to  him  the  brother,  Juan  Suarez,  and  informed  him  of 
his  doleful  resolve.  Meanwhile  the  constant  impor- 
tunities of  powerful  friends,  and  the  need  of  Cort^^ 
services  in  an  Indian  outbreak,  induced  Velazquez  to 
make  overtures  of  reconciliation;  but  Cortds  met  him 

OomarOf  Hist,  Mex, ,  7.  There  would  have  heen  no  reasons  for  his  fears  on 
this  score,  if  he  possessed  papers  implicatinff  VeUusquez,  as  Goniara  states. 
Another  version  is  that  the  alcaldes  imposed  a  heavy  sentence  on  Cort^ 
after  his  capture,  and  that  Velazquez,  on  beinff  appealed  to  by  Duero  and 
others,  was  noble-minded  enough  to  grant  a  pardon.  He  discharged  him  from 
his  service,  however,  and  had  him  placed  on  board  a  ship  for  Espailola^ 
Torquemada,  i.  348.  Herrera  says  that  Catalina  lived  near  the  church,  and 
while  Cort^  was  making  love  to  her  an  alguacil  named  Juan  Escudero,  whom 
Ck>rt^s  afterward  hanged  in  Mexico,  came  up  behind  him  and  pinioned  his 
arms,  while  the  soldiers  rushed  to  his  assistance.  Dec.  i.  lib.  ix.  cap.  ix. ;  CorUs^ 
Reaulencia,  i.  63,  etc.  Las  Casas,  Hist,  Iiid.,  iv.  11;  De  Rebus  Gegtis  Fer- 
dinaiidi  CorUm^  in  Icazbalceta,  i.  327-8,  give  minutely  the  motle  of  capture. 

*°  Broke  the  pump  and  crawled  through,  *  Organum  pneumaticum,*  etc, 
De  Rebus  Oestls  Ferdinamli  Cortesii,  in  IcaShcdceta^  Col.  Doc. ,  i.  329. 

'*  The  current  of  the  Macaguanigua  River  did  not  allow  him  to  enter  it, 
and  elsewhere  the  breakers  would  upset  the  boat.  Stripping  himself,  he  tied 
to  his  head  certain  documents  against  Velazquez,  held  by  him  as  notary  of  the 
ayuntamiento  and  clerk  of  the  treasurer,  and  thereupon  swam  ashore.  He 
entered  his  house,  consulted  with  Juan  Suarez,  and  reentered  the  temple, 
armed.  OomarOj  Hist.  Mex.y  7.  De  Rebus  Oestis  Ferdinandi  Cortesii^  in 
Icazbalceta^  vi.  329-30,  refers  to  a  friend  of  Cortes  chained  in  the  same  ship's 
hold,  and  states  that  Ck>rtds  rowed  ashore.  On  the  way  to  the  house  of 
Suarez  he  narrowly  escapes  a  jmtrol.  Having  secured  arms,  he  proceeds  to 
cheer  his  captive  partisans,  and  then  enters  the  sanctuary.  At  dawn  the  cap- 
tain of  the  vessel  from  which  Cortes  escaped  comes  also  to  the  temple,  to  secure 
himself  against  Velazauez*  wrath,  no  doubt,  but  is  refused  aamission  into 
the  sacristy  by  his  fellow-refugee,  who  suspects  the  man,  and  fears  that  the 
provisions  may  not  outlast  the  siege.  In  nerrera^  dec.  i.  lib.  ix.  cap.  viiL» 
t)ort^  drifts  about  on  a  log  and  is  finally  cast  ashore. 
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in  a  haughty  spirit,  and  surrounding  the  church  with 
a  guard  he  went  his  way  to  the  wars.  Notwith- 
standing the  cavalier  had  made  up  his  mind  to  drink 
the  marriage-draught,  he  would  none  of  the  governor 
in  it;  or  if  he  must,  the  reconcihation  should  be  ac- 
complished after  his  own  fashion.  No  sooner  had  the 
governor  departed  than  Cortes  directed  Juan  Suarez, 
with  lance  and  cross-bow,  to  await  him  at  a  certain 
place.  Escaping  the  guard  during  the  night,  Cortes 
joined  Suarez,  and  proceeded  to  the  plantation  where 
Velazquez  was  quartered.  The  governor,  who  was 
engaged  in  looking  over  some  books  of  accounts,  was 
not  a  little  startl^  when  Cortes  knocked  at  the  open 
door  and  entered.  "Is  it  murder  the  man  means  with 
arms  in  his  hands,  and  at  this  hour?"  was  his  thought, 
as  he  gave  the  visitor  a  nervous  welcome.  "Command 
that  no  one  come  near  me  I"  exclaimed  Cortes,  "else  I 
will  put  this  pike  through  him.  And  now,  if  my  ex- 
cellent and  brave  captain,  Senor  Velazquez,  has  aught 
against  me,  let  him  speak.  I  am  here  to  answer.'" 
So  sweet  was  the  mutual  forgiveness  that  followed, 
that  in  the  morning  the  two  gentlemen  were  found 
occupying    the  same  bed.^     Not  long  after  Cortds 

^  So  the  story  was  current  at  the  time,  and  I  doubt  not  it  contains  some 
dq^ree  of  truth,  notwithstanding  Las  Casajs,  Hist.  ImL,  iv.  11-12,  sconts  it  as 
a  pore  fabrication.  He  knew  both  men ;  Velazquez  as  a  prond  chief,  exacting 
the  deepest  reTerence  from  those  around  him,  and  making  them  tremble  at 
his  frown ;  while  Cortes  was  in  those  days  so  lowly  and  humble  as  to  be  slad 
to  curry  favor  with  the  meanest  serrants  of  the  governor.  The  good  biSiop 
IB  evidently  prejudiced.  In  De  Rebus  Gestia  Ftrdinaruli  Cortesii,  in  IccabcUceta, 
CoL  Doc,,  i.  332-4,  the  facts  are  a  little  elaborated  and  contradictoxy,  aA 
usdaL  Cortes  escapes  the  guard  round  the  church,  and  reaches  the  farm. 
'  Halloh,  aenores !  *  he  shouts,  *  Cortes  is  at  the  door,  and  salutes  Sefior 
Velazquez,  his  excellent  and  gallant  captain.'  Velazquez  is  astonished,  yet 
pleaaed,  at  the  arrival  of  one  whom  he  always  had  regarded  as  a  friend  and 
beloved  brother.  He  orders  supper  and  bed  to  be  prepared;  but  Cortes 
insusts  that  none  shall  approach,  or  he  will  lance  them.  He  demands  to 
know  what  complaints  there  are  against  him.  He  abhors  the  suspicion  of 
bcdng  a  traitor,  and  will  clear  himself.  *  Receive  me, '  he  concludes,  *  in  your 
favor  with  the  same  good  faith  that  I  return  to  it.*  'Now  I  believe,* 
answers  Velazquez,  '  that  you  resard  as  highly  my  name  and  fame  as  your 
own  loyalty. '  They  shake  hands,  and  Ck>rt^s  now  enters  the  house  to 
folly  explain  the  misunderstanding.  After  supper  they  retire  to  one  bed. 
In  the  mominff  the  messenger,  Diego  Orellana,  arrives  to  announce  Cortes* 
ffi^t»  and  finas  them  lying  side  by  side.  Cortes  will  not  proceed  with 
the  expedition  just  then;  but  after  arranging  his  a&irs  he  loins,  to  the 
delight  of  the  genezal,  who  follows  his  adyice  implicitly,  as  he  had  dona 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


02 


THE  HERO  OF  THE  CONQUEST. 


married  Catalina,  and  jointly  with  his  brother-in-law 
received  an  encomienda  of  Manicarao  Indians.  Like 
a  brave  cavalier  he  put  the  best  face  possible  on  the 
inevitable,  and  vowed  he  was  as  pleased  with  his  bride 
as  if  she  had  been  a  duchess.*^  Velazquez  stood 
godfather  to  a  child  bom  to  them,  and  thenceforth 
addressed  Cortes  by  the  intimate  term  compadre,^ 
investing  him  afterward  with  the  staff  of  alcalde  at 
Santiago  de  Cuba.^  For  a  time,  however,  he  re- 
mained at  Baracoa,  where  the  preceding  events  oc- 
curred, and  beside  mining  he  was  one  of  the  first  upon 
the  island  to  engage  in  stock  raising.  Thus  by  diligence 
and  judicious  investments  he  was  enabled  to  rise  from 
poverty,  as  well  as  from  profligacy,  and  to  stand  ready 
to  embrace  the  golden  opportunity  fortune  was  now 
about  to  offer  him. 

The  soft  white  snow  gently  dropped  upon  the 
mountain  top  is  forged  by  alternate  thawings  and 
freezings  into  hard,  rasping  glaciers. 

in  former  campaigoB.  After  their  victorious  return  Cort^  enjoys  greater 
honors  than  ever.  Peralta,  who  also  gives  the  story  at  length,  states  that 
Cort^  surprised  Velazquez  asleep.  At  the  request  of  the  sovemor  he  gave 
himself  up  to  the  jailer  in  order  to  be  formally  released,  ^at.  Hist.,  5S-62. 
Still  Pcralta  is  a  little  confused. 

*'  She  was  received  by  Cortes  in  Mexico,  after  the  conquest,  with  great 
distinction ;  but  died  in  about  three  months  after  her  arriva>. 

^*  Las  Casas,  who,  as  usual,  will  have  a  fling  at  Cortes,  writes :  'Tuvo 
Cortes  un  hijo  6  hija,  no  s4  si  en  su  mujer,  y  suplic6  &  Diego  Velazquez 
que  tuviese  por  bien  de  se  lo  sacar  de  la  pila  en  el  baptismo  y  ser  sn  com- 
padre,  lo  que  Diego  Velazquez  acept6,  por  honralle.*  Hist,  Ind.,  iv.  13. 
Among  Cortes'  children  a  natural  daughter  by  a  Cuban  Tndian  is  mentioned, 
BemcU  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad,,  238,  but  it  is  not  likely  that  Cort^  would  ask 
the  governor  to  stand  godfather  to  a  natural  child.  The  same  writer  makes 
Vela^uez  the  groomsman  or  sponsor  at  the  marriage.  'Fue  su  podrino, 
•quando  Cortes  se  vel6  con  Dofla  Catalina;*  ib.,  13;  Vetancovrt,  Teatro  Mex., 
pt.  iii.  109.  Although  compadre  is  not  unfrequently  used  as  a  mere  term  of 
friendship,  it  is  not  likely  to  have  been  applied  by  a  marriage  padrino; 
hence  the  title  of  co-father  indicates  that  it  originated  at  the  font. 

^  An  office  granted  only  to  men  of  note  and  to  leading  conquistadores. 
Solis,  Hist.  Mex. ,  L  46.  It  conveyed  the  title  of  *  muy  virtuoso  seiior,  *  the  gov- 
ernor being  called  *muymagnificosefior,'  Pacheco  ana  Cdrderuxs,  Col,  Z>oc.,  xii. 
225,  and  permitted  the  holder  to  walk  side  by  side  with  the  £;ovemor.  Herrera^ 
dec.  ii.  lit),  iii.  cap.  xii.  *  Aula  sido  dos  vezes  Alcalde  en  lav  ilia  de  S&tlago  de 
Boroco,  ad6de  era  vezino :  porque  en  aquestas  tierras  se  tiene  por  mucha  hoora. ' 
Btmal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad,,  13.  He  does  not  refer  to  him  as  alcalde  at  Santi- 
hoo  de  Cuba,  where  the  fleet  is  fitting  out,  s^  he  clearly  states.  Gomara,  Hist, 
Mex,t  4,  mentions  merely  that  he  was  here  before  the  quarrel  with  Velazquez, 
Some  writers  assume  that  Santiago  de  Cuba  is  the  same  as  Santiago  de  Tarawa, 
but  Herrera,  loc,  dt.,  and  others,  observe  the  distinction. 
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151S-1619. 

The  Qt7ALiTT  op  Leader  Desired — Instructions  Issued  to  Hernan  Gor- 
T^  Commaxder-ik-Chief — The  Character  of  Cort^  Undergoes  a 
Change — Cost  of  the  Expedition — ^By  whom  Borne — Places  Estab- 
lished FOR  Enlistment— The  Banner — Cort^  Puts  on  the  Great 
Man — More  of  his  Character — The  Scene  at  Santiago  Harbor— 
The  Governor's  Jestert— Dare  Suspicions  of  Velazquez— Departurb 
from  Santiago— CoRTis  at  Trinidad — Fresh  Recruits— Verdugo 
Receives  Orders  to  Depose  Cortes — ^The  Fleet  Proceeds  to  San 
Crist6bal,  or  The  Habana — Review  at  Guaouanioo— Speech  ow 
Cortes — Organization  into  Companies — Departure  from  Cuba. 

With  relations  so  lovingly  established,  and  with  a 
personal  knowledge  of  the  military  genius  of  Cortds, 
and  the  strength  and  versatility  of  his  character,  it 
would  seem  that  here  would  be  the  first  instant  choice 
of  the  governor  for  the  command  of  the  important 
expedition  now  in  preparation.  But  the  quality  of 
the  man  required  did  not  altogether  hinge  on  merit. 
As  we  have  seen,  Velazquez  required  for  his  purpose 
an  anomalous  creation.  He  must  be  able  but  humble; 
able  to  command  men,  and  able  likewise  to  obey  his 
chief;  honest  to  Velazquez,  but  false,  if  necessary, 
to  all  the  world  else.  It  was  not  an  Alexander  or  an 
Alcibiades  that  was  wanted;  not  so  much  a  man  as  a 
thing:  "Piper,  non  homo,"  as  Petronius  Arbiter  said; 
pungent  as  pepper,  and  not  a  human  being. 

Be  this  as  it  mav,  the  sordid  friendship  of  Ldres 
and  Duero  prevailed  with  the  governor,  and  on  the  23d 
of  October,  1518,  his  instructions  to  Heman  Cortes, 
commander-in-chief  of  the  expedition,  were  drawn  up 
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before  the  notary,  Alonso  de  Escalante,  in  accordance 
with  the  permission  granted  by  the  authorities  at  Santo 
Domingo,  which  limited  the  enterprise  to  exploration; 
the  privilege  to  colonize  depending  on  royal  favor  for 
which  Velazquez  must  sue  m  Spain.^ 

One  would  think  that  after  these  twenty-five  years 
of  experience  there  could  be  found  no  ecclesiastic  or 
ruler  so  childish  as  to  expect  morality  or  humanity 
from  the  wolves  of  Spain  let  loose  among  the  naked 
and  defenceless  of  America.  And  yet  we  find  the 
friars  of  Espaiiola,  in  pursuance  of  the  devout  and 
high-minded  views  expressed  by  Velazquez,  subscrib- 
ing to  instructions  which  enjoin  Cortes  to  observe 
a  conduct  befitting  a  Christian  soldier,  as  if  there 
were  any  reasonable  hope  of  his  doing  so.  He  must 
prohibit  blasphemy,  licentiousness,  and  gambling 
among  his  men,  and  on  no  account  molest  the  natives, 
but  gently  inform  them  of  the  glory  of  God,  and  of 
the  Catholic  king.  Possession  must  be  taken  in  Ve- 
lazquez' name  and  the  secrets  of  the  country  ascer- 
tained. Search  must  be  made  for  Grijalva  and  Olid, 
and  for  the  Christian  captives  supposed  to  be  in 
Yucatan.  We  might  again  mark  the  double-dealing 
of  the  governor,  who  discharges  Grijalva  for  not 
having  settled  contrary  to  his  instructions,  while 
charging  the  new  commander  not  to  seize  the  coim- 
try,  yet  expecting  him  to  do  so.^     The  instructions 

* '  Fray  Luys  de  Figueroa,  fray  Alonso  de  santo  Domingo,  y  fray  Bemaldino 
Ma<?enedo,  q  eran  los  gouernadores,  dicron  la  licencia  para  Fernando  Cort^ 
como  capitan  y  armador  cd  Diego  Velazquez.'  OamwrOy  Hist.  Mex.,  12.  The 
Fathers  no  doubt  required  to  know  the  name  of  the  commander.  '  His  litteris 
Corteaius  confirmatus/  is  the  statement  iu  De  Rebus  Gestis  Ferdirtandi  Cortesii, 
in  loasbalceta^  Col.  Doc.,  i.  344,  in  reference  to  their  permit.  This  authority 
intimates  that  Salcedo,  at  a  later  date  probably,  obtained  license  from  tlw 
Fathers  for  warfare  in  Yucatan  and  for  the  settlement  of  the  mainland,  but 
this  is  not  confirmed  anywhere.  Id. ,  350. 

*  Evidently  Velazquez  desired  his  captains  to  disobey  instructions  and 
colonize.  He  could  not  officially  authorize  them  to  do  so,  not  hayins  as 
yet  received  permission  from  Spain.  Neither  Velazquez  nor  Gort^  had 
any  intention  m  this  instance  of  confining  this  enterprise  to  trade,  or  protect- 
ing the  natives,  or  imposing  morality  upon  the  men.  It  was  weU  unaerstood 
by  all  that  licentiousness  and  plunder  were  to  be  the  reward  for  perils  to 
be  undergone.  'Atque  etiam  quod  Grijalvae  praetentA  causa  auxilii  ferendi 
quod  Alvaradus  postulabat,  ire  licebat,'is  the  pointed  observation  in  Dt  Reims 
Oestia  Ferdinandi  Cortesii,  in  IcazbcUceta,  Col,  2>oc,,  i.  343-^     Bemal  Difti^ 
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connist  of  thirty  clauses,  and  the  document  reflects  no 
credit  on  the  sorivener.' 

Man  and  his  character  are  subject  to  environment. 
Neither  is  finished  until  decay  has  well  set  in. 
Long  before  the  receipt  of  his  commission  the  ado- 
lescent Cortds  was  a  creation  of  the  past;  even  the 
adult  Cort^  was  a  different  being  before  and  after 
his  appointment.  His  action  now  was  the  expression 
of  new  intuitions.  Always  under  the  influence  of 
turbulent  emotions,  his  ambition  had  suddenly  be- 
come more  aggressive.  In  pure  impulses,  in  refined 
feelings,  in  noble  instincts,  he  was  essentially  defective. 
He  harbored  no  ideal  of  duty,  such  as  we  have  seen 
in  the  mind  of  Grijalva.  His  code  of  ethics  was 
neither  broad  nor  catholic.  And  notwithstanding  his 
great  respect  for  religion,  so  great  indeed  as  to  excite 
suspicion  that  he  cared  very  little  for  it;  notwith- 
standing his  outward  piety,  and  his  devotion  to  the 
church,  the  lighter  immoralities  fitted  him  with  an 
ease  and  grace  that  hampered  his  movements  not  in 
the  least.  Yet  for  all  this  the  alcalde  of  Santiago 
suddenly  became  a  great  man,  not  in  name  only,  but 
actually ;  wellnigh  revolutionizing  the  society  of  which 
he  himself  was  the  product.  To  him,  and  to  others,  his 
commission  was  a  match  applied  to  explosive  material, 
letting  loose  the  latent  force.  The  leaders  of  the  first 
gulf-shore  expeditions,  C6rdoba,  Grijalva,  and  Cortes, 
present  themselves  before  us  in  relatively  increasing 
proportions.     Cdrdoba,  the  first,  was  least,  though  a 

HiU.  Verdctd.^  13,  refers  to  promiBes  of  Indian  repartimientos  in  the  new 
regions  as  an  inducement  for  volunteers.  Cort^'  statement  at  Vera  Cruz,  that 
he  had  no  order  to  settle,  means  nothing  in  view  of  the  motives  then  actuating 
him.  Secret  agreements  between  governors  and  lieutenants  for  defrauding  the 
crown  and  promoting  their  own  aims  were  only  too  common;  and  this  is 
overlooked  oy  those  who  trust  merely  to  the  instructions  for  arguments  on 
this  point. 

'The  fuU  text  of  the  instructions  is  to  be  found  in  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenas, 
Col,  Doc.,  xii.  225-46;  CoL  Doc,  Inid.,  L  385,  406;  Alaman,  Disert,  i.  Am>.  ii. 
1-27,  with  notes,  reproduced  in  Zamados,  Hist,  M^j. ,  ii.  791-S15.  The  Mufioz 
<^py»  given  in  PreacoU'8  Mex.,  iii  434-9,  preserved  the  original  spelling 
in  the  preamble,  bat  the  clauses  are  abbreviated,  though  Prescott  does  not 
appear  to  be  aware  of  it 
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most  gentlemanly  and  kind-hearted  pirate.  Grijalva^ 
though  second  to  Cortes  in  talents  and  fame,  was  far 
before  him  in  honesty.  During  the  preparations 
which  quickly  followed  the  appointment  of  Cortes, 
the  inherent  qualities  of  the  man  developed  to  a 
degree  alarming  aUke  to  friends  and  enemies,  and 
astonishing  to  himself  He  found  his  nature  a  strong 
one,  with  magnetic  attractions,  and  an  affinity  with 
danger.  He  found  himself  possessed  of  that  higher 
courage  of  the  mind  which  begets  self-confidence, 
breeds  the  hero,  and  ends  in  the  achievement  of  the 
uttermost.  And  genius  was  there ;  he  began  to  feel 
it  and  to  know  it:  the  genius  of  ambition  and  ego- 
tism,  whose  central  figure  was  himself,  an  all- 
prevailing  sentiment,  before  which  right,  religion,, 
humanity,  and  even  life  itself,  must  be  subservient. 
His  rapidly  evolving  will  was  becoming  ponderous^ 
overwhelming.  Fame  was  becoming  to  him  what 
ambition  was  to  Columbus;  only  he  possessed  his 
idea  instead  of  being  possessed  by  it.  Sufficiently 
educated  for  the  purposes  of  statecraft,  opportunity 
alone  was  needed  to  enable  him  to  turn  every  weapon 
to  the  furtherance  of  his  own  designs.  Without 
attempting  to  pry  into  the  occult,  he  now  began  to 
see  things  with  a  large  and  liberal  eye.  Life  was 
assuming  tremendous  realities,  which  bridled  impulse; 
yet  it  was  an  ordeal  he  believed  he  could  face.  While 
in  sophistry  he  found  himself  equal  to  Euripides,  he 
began  to  put  on  bombast  such  as  -^schylus  could  not 
have  scorned,  and  to  display  an  energy  as  sublime  as 
that  of  Archilochus;  yet  all  this  time  his  good  sense 
was  supplemented  by  graceful  courtesy.  All  who  wor- 
ship the  bright  wit  and  intellectual  versatiUty  that 
flatter  ambition  and  yield  unscrupulous  success  may 
henceforth  bow  the  knee  to  Hernan  Cortes. 

No  sooner  was  his  commission  sealed  than  Cortes  set 
himself  about  the  task  of  collecting  his  many  require- 
ments.   His  own  few  thousand  pesos  of  ready  money 
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were  quickly  spent;  then  he  mortgaged  his  estates^ 
and  borrowed  to  the  uttermost  from  his  friends, 
Velazquez  was  free  with  everything  except  his  sub- 
stance; free  with  his  advice  and  ostentation,  free- 
with  the  ships  of  others,  and  willing  to  sell  to  the- 
expedition  the  products  of  his  farm  at  exorbitant 
prices.  Nevertheless  the  investment  to  the  gov- 
ernor, as  well  as  to  Cortes,  was  large,  the  former 
furnishing  some  ships  of  his  own  and  some  money,  the 
whole  cost  of  vessels  and  outfit  being  about  twenty 
thousand  ducats.* 

*  The  ownership  of  the  expedition  has  been  a  moot  question,  some  authors' 
regarding  it  as  pertaining  chiefly  to  Velazquez,  while  others  accord  it  wholly 
to  Cort^  and  his  friends.  According  to  Gomara,  after  receiving  the  vessel 
brought  by  Alvarado,  and  another  provided  by  Velazquez,  Cort^,  aided  by 
his  friends,  bought  two  larse  and  two  small  vessels  before  leaving  Santiago;- 
and  at  least  two  more  were  Bought  after  this  with  bills  forced  upon  the  owners. 
The  rest  of  the  fleet  appears  to  have  been  made  up  from  the  transport  spoken 
of  and  from  Grijalva's  vessels.  The  latter  is  to  be  regarded  as  Velazquez*  con- 
tribution, for  in  the  testimony  before  the  royal  council  in  Spain,  Montejo,  the 
trusted  friend  of  the  commander,  declares  that  on  delivering  them  over  to 
the  governor  he  received  the  order  to  join  Cort^,  with  the  vessels,  of  course. 
His  statements,  and  those  of  the  captain  Pnertocarrero,  confirmed  by  the  let- 
ter of  the  ayuntamiento  of  Villa  Rica  to  the  emperor,  agree  that,  frf^m  their 
ovm  observations  and  the  accounts  given  bv  others,  Cort^  must  have  con- 
tributed not  only  seven  vessels,  but  expended  over  6000  castellanos  on  the 
outfit,  beside  procuring  goods  and  provisions,  while  Velazquez  furnished  only 
one  thirdy  chiefly  in  dothes,  provisions,  wines,  and  other  effects,  which  he 
sold  through  an  agent  to  the  company,  the  witnesses  included,  at  exorbitant 
prices.  Montejo  had  heard  that  Velazquez  contributed  three  vessels,  but 
whether  these  were  exclusi^'^e  of  Grijalva  s  fleet  is  not  clear.  He  is  also  sup- 
posed to  have  lent  Cortes  2000  castellanos,  and  to  have  given  twelve  or  thir- 
teen hundred  loads  of  bread,  and  300tocino8,  beside  1800  castellanos  in  goods, 
to  be  sold  to  the  party  at  high  prices.  Every  other  supply  was  furnished  by- 
Cort^y  who  maintained  the  wnole  force  without  touching  the  ship's  stores, 
while  remaining  in  Cuba,  no  doubt.  Col,  Doc.  IrUd.^  i.  487-90.  Pnertocarrero 
adds  that  Cort^'  liberality  to  men  in  advancing  means  and  outfits  was  gen- 
erally admitted.  He  himself  had  received  a  horse  from  the  commander.  He 
gives  a  list  of  the  outrageously  high  prices  charged  by  Velazquez  for  his  sup- 
plies. Id.f  491-5.  Another  member  of  the  expedition  states  that  Ck>rt^a 
furnished  seven  vessels,  and  Velazquez  three,  two  more  belonging  to  the  lat- 
ter joining  the  fleet  afterward.  Ck)rt^s  paid  for  all  the  outfit.  Extract  ap- 
Cded  to  Carta  del  Ayunt.  de  V.  Crta,  in  Col,  Doc.  IrUd.,  i.  419-20:  *  Casi 
doe  partes. . .  .4  su  (Cortes)  costs,  asi  en  navios  como  en  bastimentos  de 
mar.*  '  Todoel  concierto  de  la  dicha  armada  se  hizo  i  voluntad  de  dicho  Dieso 

VelsizqneZy  aunque  ni  puso  ni  ga8t6  €\  mas  de  la  terda  parte  de  ella La 

mayor  parte  de  la  dicha  tercia  parte fud  emplear  sus  dineros  en  vinos  y^ 

en  ropas  y  en  otras  cosas  de  poco  valor  para  nos  lo  vender  aci  (V.  Cruz)  en 
mucha  mas  cantidad  de  lo  que  k  ^1  le  costd.'  Carta  de  la  Jwtticia  de  Vera- 
cruzy  10  de  jnlio,  1619,  in  Cort^^  Cartas,  8;  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenas,  Col.  Doc., 
xiv.  37>  Claiming  to  have  no  ready  money  of  his  own,  Velazquez  took  for  tlie> 
expedition  1000  castellanos  from  the  estate  of  Narvaez  in  his  charge.  Gomara^ 
HiH.  Mex.,  \2r-\Z,  'Sali6de  la  Isla  de  Cuba...  con  quince  navids  suyos.^ 
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Establishing  places  of  enlistment  throughout  the 
island,  Cortes  roused  to  action  his  many  friends,  both 
in  person  and  by  letter.  At  principal  settlements  the 
expedition  was  proclaimed  aoout  the  streets,  in  the 
king's  name,  by  the  beating  of  drums  and  the  voice 
of  the  crier.  One  third  of  the  proceeds  of  the  ad- 
venture was  promised  the  soldiers  and  subalterns, 

CorUs,  Memorial,  1542,  in  Cortia,  Eacritos  SueltOBf  310.  Peter  Martyr  assumei 
that  Cuban  colonists  famished  the  fleet  with  the  governor's  consent,  and 
•elected  Cort^ commander.  Dec.  iv.  cap.  vi.  Solis,  HUt.  Mex.,  i.  61,  considers 
that  Velazquez  held  only  a  minor  share  in  the  expedition.  Montejo  stated 
in  a  general  way  that  he  spent  all  his  fortune  on  joining  the  expedition.  Cen, 
Am.,  1554-55,  127-30,  in  Squiers  MS,  In  Z>e  Rebus  Oestia  Ferdinandi 
<loTte8ii  it  is  asserted  that  Ck>rt^s  expended  6000  pesos  of  his  own,  and  6000 
•ducats  borrowed  money,  beside  what  Velazquez  lent  him;  his  expenditures 
being  in  all  15,000  pesos.  Velazauez  gave  not  one  real,  but  merely  sold 
£oods  at  exorbitant  figures,  or  maae  advances  at  a  high  interest,  even  the 
vessels  provided  by  hmi  being  transferred  to  the  commander  under  an  ex- 
pensive charter.  *  Simt  pretereii  luulti  Hispani  viri  boni  qui  et  nunc  vivunt, 
et  qui  cum  ea  classis  de  qua  agimus,  apparabatur,  aderant.  Hi  in  hujus 
causae  defensione,  cujus  apud  Ck>n8ilium  Regium  Indicum  Cortesius  est  accu- 
satus,  testes  jurati  assenmt  Velaz(j^uium  nihil  omnino  ex  propria  facultate  in 
Cortesii  classem  impendisse.'  This  would  indicate  that  Montejo  and  Puer^ 
tocarrero's  testimony  was  confirmed  by  manv  others.  The  agent,  Juan  Diaz, 
who  attended  to  the  sale  of  the  goods  and  the  collection  of  the  advances,  fell 
in  the  retreat  from  Mexico,  and  his  money  was  lost.  IcaxJbcdceta,  CoL  JDoc., 
i.  345-9.  This  testimony  by  members  of  the  expedition  merits  the  foremost 
attention  in  the  question,  particularly  since  the  fewer  statements  on  the  other 
side  are  based  wholly  on  supposition.  It  is  somewhat  qualified,  however, 
by  the  consideration  that  both  Montejo  and  Puertocarrero  were  stanch 
friends  of  Cort^,  and  that  the  letter  of  the  ayimtamiento  was  prepared  in 
his  presence.  It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  goodly  proportion  of  the 
share  attributed  to  him  consisted  of  vessels  and  effects  obtamed  upon  his 
•credit  as  captain-general  of  the  fleet,  and  also  in  a  semi-piratical  manner.  The 
statements  m  CorUa,  Memorial,  and  in  Ve  Rtbua  Oestia  Ferdinandi  CorUaii, 
indicate,  beside,  a  hardly  warranted  attempt  to  regard  Velazquez'  contribu- 
tion chiefly  as  a  loan  to  the  commander  or  to  the  party,  his  vessels  being 
•spoken  of  as  chartered.  Another  proportion  belonged  to  wealthy  volun- 
teers. On  the  whole,  however,  it  may  be  concluded  that  Cortes  could  lay 
-claim  to  a  larger  sliare  in  the  expedition  than  Velazquez;  but  the  latter  pos- 
sessed the  title  of  beinff  not  only  the  discoverer,  through  his  captains,  ox  the 
regions  to  be  conquered,  but  the  projector  of  the  expedition.  Oviedo,  while 
beueviiig  that  the  fleet  belonged  with  more  right  to  the  governor,  feels  no 
pity  for  the  treatment  he  received,  in  view  of  his  own  conduct  to  Diego  Colon. 
Complacently  he  cites  the  proverb:  *Maiardaymaiarte  han:  y  matardn  quien  te 
matare. '  As  you  do  unto  othei-s,  so  shall  be  done  unto  you.  Oviedo  asserts 
tliat  he  lias  seen  testimony  showing  that  Cortes  and  his  men  did  not  sail  at 
their  own  expense,  but  from  his  own  statement  it  appears  that  the  instmc- 
tions  of  Velazquez,  wherein  he  speaks  of  the  expedition  as  sent  in  his  name, 
is  the  chief  feature  in  this  so-called  testimony;  i.  538-9.  Las  Casas  naturally 
sides  with  Velazquez,  and  estimates  that  ne  expended  over  20,000  caste- 
llanos  ;  he  had  no  need  for,  nor  would  he  have  stooped  to  a  partnership,  at 
least  with  a  man  like  Cortes.  Hiat.  Tnd.,  iv.  448.  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  iiL 
cap.  xi. ,  copies  this,  and  Torquemada,  i.  359,  reverses  this  figure  in  fayor 
-of  Cortes. 
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two  thirds  going  to  the  outfitters.*  A  banner  of  black 
taffeta  was  embroidered  with  the  royal  arms  in  gold, 
and  blue  and  white  flames  surrounding  a  red  cross, 
and  roimd  the  border  it  bore  the  inscription,  "Amici 
sequamur  crucem,  si  nos  habuerimus  fidem  in  hoc 
signo  vincemus."  Friends,  let  us  follow  the  cross, 
and  if  we  have  faith  under  this  sign  we  shaD  conquer.* 
Assuming  a  dress  and  bearing  more  fitting  a  mili- 
tary conmiander,  Cortds  threw  open  his  doors,  and  by 
judiciously  combining  the  frank  joviality  of  a  soldier 
with  the  Uberal  hospitality  of  a  man  of  wealth,  he 
rapidly  drew  to  his  adventure  all  the  available  men 
of  the  island.  There  were  not  lacking  those  to  sneer 
at  this  assumption  of  preeminence,  which  flaunted  it 
so  bravely  wi^  plume  and  medal,  with  martial  music 
and  retinue,  saying,  here  was  a  lord  without  lands.^ 
But  they  Uttle  knew  the  strength  and  firmness  of 
him  who,  having  once  put  on  the  great  man,  would 
lay  the  livery  down  but  with  his  life.  This  soldierly 
display,  always  taking  to  the  Castilian  fancy,  could 
scarcely  be  called  a&ctation,  for  the  genius  which 
commands  success  was  present,  and  the  firmness  of 
resolve  was  covered  with  such  pleasing  affability  as 
to  render  its  presence  scarcely  suspected.    With  his 

*  Tesiimonio  de  Puertocarrero,  in  Col.  Doc.  In6d.,  i.  491.  *M&do  dar 
pregones,  v  tocar  soaatambores,  y  trompetas  en  nombre  de  su  Magestad,  y 
«n  8U  Bead  nombre  por  Diego  Velazquez  para  que  qualesquier  personas  que 
4}aijne88en  ir  en  su  compafiia  ji  las  tierras  nueyamente  descubiertas  d  los  con- 
•quistar  y  doblar,  lea  darian  sua  partes  del  oro  plata,  y  joyas  que  se  huYiesse, 
y  encomiendas  de  Indioa  deapues  de  pacificada.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad., 
13.  Mark  here  the  promise  of  encomiendas  to  the  volunteers.  The  word 
'doblar  *  doubtless  meant  to  explore  or  to  aail  round  the  new  islanda.  Bernal 
Diaz  doea  not  fail  to  observe  toat  the  royal  licenae  had  not  yet  arrived  to 
warrant  theae  proclamations. 

•  See  Landa,  Rel.  de  Yuc. .  23 ;  Tapia,  Hal. ,  in  Icaabalccta,  Col.  Doc. ,  ii.  554 ; 
Fancoart,  HUt.  Yuc,  27,  leavea  out  the  middle  sentence;  Gomara,  Hist. 
Mex.flb;  Torquemada,  i.  364,  and  others  give  only  the  Spanish  translation. 
Preacott  aaya  the  flag  waa  of  velvet,  and  attributea  the  sisn  to  the  labarum 
of  Conatantine,  which,  to  aay  the  leaat,  ia  somewhat  far-fetched.  Bernal  Diaz,  ■ 
HisL  Verdad.,  13,  placea  the  motto  upon  ' eatandartes,  y  vanderaa  labradas  de 
<iro  oO  laa  armaa  Bealea,  y  una  Cruz  de  cada  parte,  jnntamente  con  laa  armaa 
<de  nnestro  Rey.' 

^  '  Se  puao  vn  penacho  de  plnmaa  con  au  medalla  deoro.*  Bcmal  Diaz,  Hist. 
Verdad.,  13.  '  Tomo  caaa.  Hizo  Meaa.  Y  comenpo  a  yr  con  armaa,  y  mucha 
compallia.  De  que  mucfaoe  murmurauan,  diziendo  que  tenia  eatado  sin  seilorio.  * 
^EoiRora,  Hi$t.  Mex.,  13. 
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fine  soldierly  qualities  were  financial  and  executive 
ability,  and  fair  common  sense,  a  rare  combination  in 
a  Spanish  cavalier.  While  loving  adventure  he  did 
not  altogether  hate  ideas.  His  world  now  spread 
itself  before  him,  as  divided  into  two  unequal  classes^ 
those  that  use  others,  and  those  that  are  used  by 
others,  and  he  resolved  himself  forever  into  the 
former  categorv.  Like  Diogenes,  though  enslaved  at 
Crete,  Cortes  felt  that  if  he  could  do  one  thing  better 
than  another  it  was  to  command  men.  Coupled  with 
this  egotism  was  the  sensible  intuition  that  the  mas- 
tery of  others  begins  with  self-mastery.  Indeed  his 
command  over  himself,  as  well  as  over  others,  was 
most  remarkable.  "  By  my  conscience!"  was  a  favor- 
ite oath,  which  implies  not  brutal  passion.  At  times 
a  swelling  vein  in  the  forehead,  and  another  in  the 
throat,  indicated  rising  anger,  manifested  also  by  a 
peculiarity  of  throwing  off  his  cloak;  but  the  voice 
would  remain  decorous,  and  the  words  seldom  passed 
beyond  a  "  Mai  pese  i  vos  I"  May  it  bear  heavily  upon 
you.  To  the  insolent  soldier,  whom  we  shall  often 
find  overstepmng  the  bounds  of  prudence,  he  would 
merely  say,  '*Be  silent!"  or  "Go,  in  God's  name,  and 
be  more  careful  if  you  would  escape  punishment." 
Equally  composed  in  argument,  he  wielded  his  per- 
suasive powers  to  their  best  advantage.  Rio  de  Ave- 
nida,  the  Rushing  River,  was  at  one  time  a  nickname,, 
and  later  he  affected  long  hair  and  lawsuits.  At  the 
gaming-table,  to  which  he  was  greatly  addicted,  he 
won  or  lost  with  equal  sang-froid,  ever  ready  with  a 
witticism  to  smooth  the  varying  course  of  fortune. 
Though  he  did  not  hesitate  as  gay  Lothario  to  invade 
the  family  of  another,  most  unreasonably  he  was  very 
jealous  lest  his  own  family  should  be  invaded.  While 
liberal  to  friend  or  mistress,  and  ready  to  sacrifice 
almost  anything  to  gain  an  object,  he  was  not  always 
regarded  as  over-generous  by  his  men,  too  many  of 
whom  were  of  that  class,  however,  that  nothing  would 
satisfy.     Although  a  fair  eater,  he  drank  but  little. 
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^nd  confined  himself  to  simple  diet.  This  moderation 
also  extended  to  dress,  which,  before  his  elevation, 
was  not  only  neat  but  tasteful  in  its  rich  simplicity, 
ornamented  with  few  but  choice  jewels,  and  with  Uttle 
diversity.  A  love  of  pomp,  however,  developed  with 
his  rising  fortunes,  more  particularly  in  the  way  of 
showy  residences  and  a  large  retinue,  which  accorded 
well  with  the  courtly  manners  native  to  the  Spaniard 
claiming  noble  blood.  Cervantes  says  that  in  the 
army  even  the  niggardly  become  prodigal. 

Cortes  found  the  way  of  throwing  into  his  cause 
not  only  himself,  but  others,  in  some  respects  as  able 
as  himself.  His  liberal  measures  and  enthusiasm 
became  infectious,  and  brought  to  enrolment  wealthy 
volunteers,  who  furnished  not  only  their  own  outfit, 
but  helped  to  provide  others.®  Within  a  short  time 
there  joined  oyer  three  hundred  men,  among  them 
some  high  in  the  service  and  confidence  of  the 
governor — instance,  Francisco  de  Morla  his  chamber- 
kin,  Martin  Ramos  de  Ldres  a  Basque,  Pedro  Escu- 
dero,  Juan  Ruano,  Escobar,  and  Diego  de  Ordaz 
mayordomo  of  Velazquez,  and  instructed  by  him  to 
watch  proceedings  and  secretly  report. 

The  harbor  of  Santiago  at  this  time  presented  a 
l>usy  scene.  There  were  the  hurrying  to  and  fro  of 
laborers  and  recruits,  the  clang  of  carpenters'  ham- 
mers upon  ships  undergoing  repairs,  the  collecting  of 
goods,  and  the  loading  of  vessels.  Every  day  the 
landing  was  enlivened  by  the  presence  of  the  governor, 
often  arm-in-arm  with  his  most  dutiful  and  compliant 
captain-general,  surrounded  by  gayly  dressed  attend- 
ants and  followed  by  half  the  town.  On  one  of  these 
visits  of  inspection,  while  engaged  in  friendly  conversa- 
tion respecting  the  progress  of  affairs,  the  Governor  s 
jester,  JFrancisquillo,  who  was  present,  as  usual,  per- 

'  Cofttte  himself  was  very  liberal  in  advancing  money  or  necessaries.  Puer- 
toearrerOf  loc.  cit.  This  cavalier  received  a  horse  which  Cortes  bought  at 
Trinidad  with  gold  fringes  taken  from  his  mantle.  BemcU  Diaz,  Hist,  Ver- 
doiLf  14.  'Dio  a  machos  soldados . . .  dineros  con  obligacid  de  man  oomun.* 
^Oomara,  Hist.  Mex,,  12. 
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forming  his  antics  before  his  master,  cried  out,  "Ah^ 
friend  Diego!"  Then  to  Cort^s>  "And  how  fares  our 
brave  captain,  he  of  Medellin  and  Estremadura?  Be 
careful,  good  master,  or  we  shall  soon  have  to  beat 
the  bush  for  this  same  Cortes."  Velazquez  laughed 
heartily,  and  turning  to  his  companion  exclaimed^ 
"Compadre,  do  you  hear  this  fool?"  "  What,  senor?" 
repliea  Cortes,  pretending  preoccupation,  "He  says 
you  will  run  away  with  our  fleet,"  replied  Velazquez. 
"  Pay  no  attention  to  the  knave,  your  worship;  I  am 
very  sure  these  infamous  pleasantries  never  emanated 
from  his  mad  brain,"  rejoined  Cortes,  deeply  chagrined. 
And  ere  the  laugh  died  away  on  the  lips  of  the 
governor  his  timid  breast  was  chilled  by  fearful  fore- 
bodings. What  if  it  were  true,  thought  Velazquez,, 
and  this  fellow,  whom  I  have  lifted  from  his  low 
estate,  should  declare  for  himself  on  reaching  New 
Spain?  Then  he  called  to  mind  his  late  quarrel  with 
Cortes,  and  the  courage,  energy,  and  determination 
displayed  by  the  latter  throughout.  The  governor 
trembled  when  he  thought  of  it.  About  him  were 
enough  of  the  disappointed  only  too  ready  to  fan  these 
suspicions  into  a  flame.* 

I  regret  having  to  spoil  a  good  story;  but  the  truth 
is,  the  drama  reported  by  Bartolomd  Las  Casas,  and 
reiterated  by  Herrera  and  Prescott,  was  never  per- 
formed. It  tells  how  Cortds  put  to  sea,  Prescott 
asserts  the  very  night  after  the  jester's  warning;  and 
that  in  the  morning,  when  the  governor,  early  roused 
from  his  bed,  rushed  down  to  the  landing  with  all  the 
town  at  his  heels,  Cortes  returned  part  way  in  an 
armed  boat  and  bandied  words  with  him.  Beside 
being  improbable,  almost  impossible,  this  version  is 

•  L(M  Caj6CMy  Hist.  Ind,,  iv.  450-1 ;  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  iii.  cap.  xi.  Bemal 
Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  13,  relates  the  incident  as  having  occurred  on  the  way  to 
Sunday  mass.  The  fool,  whom  he  calls  Cervantes,  was  walkinff  in  front  of  his 
master  and  Corti^s,  uttering  nonsense  in  prose  and  rhyme;  fin^y  he  said  in  a 
louder  voice,  *  By  my  faiui,  master  Diego,  a  nice  captain  have  you  chosen: 
one  who  will  run  away  with  the  fleet,  1  warrant,  for  he  has  courage  and 
enterprise.'  Duero,  who  walked  close  by,  sought  to  check  his  tongue  by 
striking  at  him  and  by  shouting,  '  Silence,  fool !    Don't  be  knavish  as  well^ 
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not  sustained  by  the  best  authorities.^®  The  fact 
is,  some  time  elapsed,  after  the  suspicions  of  the  gov- 
ernor had  first  oeen  aroused,  before  the  sailing  of 
the  fleet,  dctring  which  interval  Grijalva  with  his  ships 
returned. 

Gomara  states  that  Velazquez  sought  to  break  with 
Cortes  and  send  only  Grijalva's  vessels,  with  another 
commander;  but  to  this  Ldres  and  Duero,  whose  ad- 
vice was  asked  by  the  governor,  made  strong  objection,, 
saying  that  Cortes  and  his  friends  had  spent  too  much 
money  now  to  abandon  the  enterprise,  which  was  very 
true;  for  like  the  appetite  of  Angaston  which  came 
with  eating,  the  more  Cortes  tasted  the  sweets  of 
popularity  and  power,  the  more  stomach  he  had  for 
the  business.  And  the  more  the  suspicions  of  the 
governor  grew,  the  greater  were  the  captain-general's 
assurances  of  devotion,  and  the  firmer  became  the 
determination  of  Cortes  and  his  followers  to  prosecute 
this  adventure,  in  which  they  had  staked  their  all." 

for  we  know  that  this  pretended  jest  is  not  of  thyself.'  But  the  jester 
persisted  in  calling  oat,  *  Hail  to  my  master  Diego  and  his  Taliaut  captain  I 
I  swear  to  thee,  my  master,  that  rather  than  see  thee  grievously  regret 
this  foolish  step  I  would  hie  me  with  Cort^  to  those  rich  lands.*  It 
was  sapposed  that  Velazquez*  relatiyes  had  induced  the  man  to  make  these 
remarks.  . 

^®  Preecott  states  that  Las  Casas  was  on  the  island  at  the  time.  In  this 
he  is  mistaken.  On  the  other  hand,  Bemal  Diaz  was  an  eye-witness,  and 
tells  a  very  different  story.  But  the  tale  of  the  soldier  is  not  so  striking 
as  that  of  the  priest,  who  writes  from  the  statements  of  Velazquez*  friends, 
colored  by  time  and  distance.  The  final  words  which  passed  oetween  the 
governor  and  Cortes,  according  to  Las  Casas,  in  effect  were  these :  *Com- 
padre,  is  this  the  way  you  are  going?  A  nice  manner,  truly,  of  taking 
leave  !*  To  which  Cort^  makes  answer,  'Pardon  me,  sir;  there  are  things 
which  mast  be  carried  out  before  they  are  considered.  I  wait  your  wor- 
ship's orders.  *  Hist.  Ind.,  iv.  451-2;  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  iii.  cap.  xii. 

^^  Testimonio  de  Montejo,  in  Col  Doc.  In^d.,  i.  437.  *  No  le  pudo  estoruar 
la  yda  por<|  todos  le  siguian:  los  q  alii  estanft,  como  los  q  venian  con  Grijalna. 
Ca  si  £>  tentara  con  ri^or  vuiera  rebuelta  en  la  cindad,  y  aon  mnertes. 
Y  como  no  era  pdrte  dissmiulo.  *  Cort^  even  announced  that  he  was  going 
on  lus  own  account,  and  that  the  soldiers  had  nothing  to  do  with  Velazquez. 
OomarcL,  Hist.  Mex.,  13.  But  this  is  highly  improbable.  According  to  De 
Bebus  Gestia  Ferdinandi  Cortesiiy  Cort^  spread  insinuations  against  Velazquez' 
greed  and  selfishness,  commented  upon  lus  own  liberality  and  upon  the  rich 
prospects  before  them,  and  thus  gained  the  voice  of  his  followers,  so  that 
the  former  dared  not  attempt  any  overt  acts.  '  LoricA  ab  eo  tempore  sub 
veste  munitos,  stipatusque  armatis  militibus,  qnos  spe  sibi  fidos  amicos  f ecerat.  * 
Icazbaketa,  Col.  Doe.,  i.  346-9;  CoHia,  Memorial,  1542,  in  CorUs,  Eeeritoa 
SueUoa,  310.    Las  Casas  repeats  his  condemnation  of  Gomara,  as  a  man  who 
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Warned  by  Lires  and  Duero  of  every  plot,  Cortes 
hurried  preparations,  sending  friends  to  forage,  and 
shipping  stores  with  the  utmost  despatch,  meanwhile 
giving  secret  orders  for  all  to  be  ready  to^  embark  at 
a  moment's  notice.  Finally,  the  hour  having  come, 
on  the  evening  of  the  17th  of  November,  with  a  few 
trusty  adherents,  Cortes  presented  himself  before  the 
governor,  and  politely  took  his  leave.  It  fell  suddenly 
on  Velazquez,  in  whose  eyes  all  movements  relating 
to  the  expedition  had  of  late  become  the  manoeuvres 
of  men  conspired  to  overreach  him.  But  having 
neither  the  excuse  nor  the  ability  to  stop  the  expedi- 
tion he  let  the  officers  depart. 

By  playing  with  the  devil  one  soon  learns  to 
play  the  devil.  Prom  the  governor's  house  Cortes 
hastened  to  the  pubhc  meat  depository,  seized  and 
^ded  to  his  stores  the  town's  next  week's  supply, 
and  left  the  keeper,  Fernando  Alfonso,  a  gold  chain, 
all  he  had  remaining  wherewith  to  make  payment." 
It  was  a  dull,  dry,  gray  November  morning,  the 
18th,  very  early,  after  mass  had  been  said,  when  the 
squadron,  consisting  of  six  vessels,  sailed  out  of 
Santiago  harbor  amidst  the  vivas  of  the  populace 
and  the  inward  cursings  of  the  governor.^  But  of 
little  avail  was  Velazquez'  remorse;  for  Cortes  carried 

wrote  only  what  he  was  told  by  his  master.  He  scouts  the  idea  of  the 
powerful  Velazquez  either  needing  Cort^'  pecuniary  aid  or  not  being  able 
to  dispose  of  his  fleet  as  he  wished.  A  humble  squire,  indeed,  to  raise  his 
Yoice  against  the  great  Velazquez,  who  could  have  taken  his  bread  and  life 
at  any  moment !  Hist,  hid,,  iv.  44S-9. 

*^  In  his  memorial  to  the  emperor  in  1542,  Cort^  relates  this  enforced 
transaction  quite  at  length.  Learning  that  his  stock  of  the  week  had  been 
%8eized,  Heman  Dalonso  seeks  Cortds  and  complains,  with  tears  in  his  eyes, 
whereupon  he  receives  the  gold  chain,  *  de  unos  abrojos.  *  CorUs,  Escritos  Suel- 
t08,  310-11;  CoL  Doc,  IjM.,  iv.  221. 

1^  Bemal  Diaz  asserts  that  Duero  and  Ldres  were  present  at  the  parting, 
and  that  Velazquez  and  Cortes  several  times  embraced  each  other  and  vowed 
•eternal  friendship.  *Habuit  Cortesius  ciun  e  Sancti  Jacobi  urbe  et  portu 
solvit,  naves  sex;  alii,  nam  septem  habuit,  in  portu,  ut  sarciretur  reficereturque, 
relictA.*  De  Reims  QesUs  Ferdiiiandi  Cortesii,  in  IcaabcUceta^  CoL  Doc.,  i,  348. 
This  authority  believes  that  one  of  the  reasons  for  Cortes*  hurried  departure 
was  a  fear  that  Grijalva's  vessels  might  turn  up;  but  they  had  alreadyarrived, 
■as  we  have  seen.  The  seventh  vessel,  a  caravel,  joined  Cortes  at  Trimdad, 
witli  nine  horses  and  ei^ty  volunteers,  under  Francisco  de  Salcedo.  Id.,  354. 
"*  Partio  se  de  Santiago  Barucoa. . .  .en  seys  nauios.'  Oomara,  Hist,  ifes.,  13. 
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no  ^olian  wind-bags  to  drive   him  back  from   his 
destination. 

Despatching  one  of  the  vessels  to  Jamaica"  for 
provisions,  Cortds  touched  at  Macaca  for  further  sup- 
plies, and  thence  steered  for  Trinidad,  where  he  was 
received  with  demonstrations  of  enthusiasm  by  the 
alcalde  mayor,  Francisco  Verdugo  brother-in-law  of 
Velazquez,  and  by  other  hidalgos,  who  placed  their 
houses  at  his  disposal.  Raising  his  standard  before 
his  quarters,  he  proclaimed  the  expedition  and  invited 
volunteers,  as  he  had  done  at  Santiago.  Soon  his 
force  was  augmented  by  over  one  hundred  of  Gri- 
jalva's  men.  Here  also  joined  several  captains  and 
hidalgos,  afterward  famous  in  New  Spain  adventure. 
There  were  the  five  brothers  Alvarado,  Alonso  de 
-Avila,  Gonzalo  Mejla  afterward  treasurer  at  Mexico, 
Cristdbal  de  Olid,  Alonzo  Hernandez  Puertocarrero 
cousin  of  the  count  of  Medellin,  Gonzalo  de  Sando- 
val who  became  so  great  a  friend  of  Cortds,  Juan 
Velazquez  de  Leon  a  relative  of  the  governor,  and 
others.^*  From  the  plantations  of  Santi  Espiritu  and 
elsewhere  came  many.  This  Cortes  beheld  with  proud 
satisfaction,  and  welcomed  these  important  acquisitions 
with  martial  music  and  peals  of  artillery. 

In  seeking  suppUes  Cortes  paid  Uttle  heed  to  rights 
of  property,  so  long  as  he  obtained  what  he  needed; 
he  was  subsequently  not  a  little  proud  of  his  success. 
"By  my  faith,"  he  boasts  in  Spain  in  1542,  "but  I  did 
play  the  corsair  genteelly."  Among  the  arbitrary 
purchases  was  that  of  a  vessel  from  Jamaica  laden 
with  provisions  for  the  mines,  for  which  the  owner 

^*  Pedro  Juarez  Oallinato  de  Porra  was  sent  with  a  caravel  under  orders 
to  take  the  cargo  of  supplies  to  Cabo  Corrientes  or  Punta  de  Santanton,  and 
there  await  the  fleet.  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex. ,  13.  In  De  Rebus  Gestis  Ferdinandi 
CortesU,  loc.  cit.,  the  captain  is  called  Pedro  Gonzalez  de  Tnijillo.  He  brings 
1500  tocinas  (salt  pork),  and  2000  loads  cassava.  *  Mil  cargas  de  pan  cazavi, 
jr  dos  mil  tocinoB  y  mnchos  fasoles  y  avea  y  otras  cosas.'  CorUs,  Memorial^ 
1542,  in  id,,  Eaeritos  SueUos,  311. 

^^  BenuJ  Diaz,  Hisi.  Verdad.,  14,  mentions  several  more  names,  with  occa- 
.donal  remarks  on  wealth  and  standing.  Puertocarrero  is  also  written  Puerto 
Carrero,  and  in  the  modem  form  of  Portocarrero.     Torquemada  and  Oviedo, 

:.,  Toz*.  I.   S 
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might  accept  promissory  notes  or  nothing."  Another 
vessel  firom  the  same  place,  on  the  same  mission, 
Cortes  sent  Ordaz  to  seize  and  convey  to  Cape  San 
Antonio,  or  perhaps  to  San  Cri8t6bal  where  we  after- 
ward find  him,  there  to  await  the  fleet.  This  captain, 
it  will  be  remembered,  was  the  spy  of  Velazquez,  and 
to  him,  therefore,  rather  than  to  another,  was  given 
this  mission,  to  prevent  his  watching  proceedings  at 
Trinidad.  The  commander  of  the  seized  vessel  waa 
Juan  Nuflez  Sedefio,  who  was  induced  to  join  the 
expedition."  Meanwhile  in  the  breast  of  Velazquez 
was  stirred  afresh  the  poison  of  jealousy  by  an  astrol- 
oger, one  Juan  Millan,  employed  by  the  enemies  of 
Cortes  to  work  on  the  fears  of  the  governor.  The 
result  was  the  arrival  at  Trinidad,  in  hot  haste,  of 
two  messengers  from  the  governor,  with  orders  for 
Verdugo  to  detain  the  fleet,  the  command  of  which 
had  been  transferred  to  Vasco  Porcallo.  Moreover, 
all  the  retainers  of  Velazquez  were  called  upon  to 
aid  in  deposing  Cortes.  It  was  no  difficult  matter, 
however,  for  Cortes  to  persuade  Verdugo  of  two 
things:  first,  that  there  were  no  grounds  for  Velaz- 
quez' fears,  and  secondly,  if  there  were,  force  would 
now  avail  him  nothing.  So  strong  was  Cortes  in  his 
position  that  he  could  easily  lay  the  town  in  ashes 
should  its  authorities  attempt  to  interfere  in  his  pur- 
poses. Taking  one  of  the  messengers,  Pedro  Lasso, 
into  his  service,  by  the  other  Cortes  wrote  Velazquez, 

1*  This  appears  to  be  the  same  vessel  referred  to  by  Gomara  as  AXonso 
Onillen's,  bousht  at  Trinidad,  though  nothing  is  of  course  said  about  the  mode 
of  payment.  Sist,  Mez. ,  13.  Prescott  mistakes  in  making  Sedefio  the  master 
of  this  vessel. 

^^  Ordaz  proceeded  on  his  mission  in  the  caravel  M  Chterho^  and  returned 
to  Trinidad  m  the  vessel  of  Sedefio,  who  received  two  thousand  and  more  cas- 
tellanos  in  gold  fringes,  the  only  treasure  on  hand.  CorUa^  Memorud,  1542,  in 
id,y  Escntoa  SueUoa^  312.  'Quatro  mil  arrouas  de  pan,  mil  y  quinientos 
tofinos  y  muchas  pallinas.'  Oomara^  Hist,  Mex.,  14.  Bemal  Diaz  intimates 
that  Sedefio  came  into  port  of  his  own  accord,  and  was  induced  to  sell  ships 
and  cargo.  Hist.  Verdcui.,  14.  He  was  reputed  the  richest  man  in  the  ip»rty- 
lb,;  Las  CasaSf  Hist,  Ind,,  ii.  455-6;  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  iii.  cap.  xii.  *6a 
una  hacienda  de  V.  M.  compr6  al  mayordomo  de  ella  quinientas  6  tantas 
cargas  (pan)'.  Cort^,  Memorial^  1542,  loc.  cit.  The  Probama  por  L^dLdty  in 
Iccabaiceta,  Col,  Doe,.,  1.  411,  contains  interesting  testimony  as  to  wliat  goods 
were  obtained,  and  how. 
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in  language  most  respectful,  begging  him  to  believe 
that  he  would  always  be  true  to  his  God,  his  king, 
and  his  dear  friend  and  governor.  In  like  notes  the 
robin  and  the  screech-owl  muffle  their  voices  when 
danger  is  near,  so  as  to  conceal  the  distance,  and  make 
themselves  seem  far  away.  Thus  passed  twelve  days, 
according  to  Bemal  Diaz,  at  Trinidad,  when  one  of 
the  vessels  was  despatched  to  the  north  side  of  the 
island  for  supplies,  and  the  fleet  departed  for  San 
Cristobal,  then  Habana,"  while  Pedro  de  Alvarado, 
with  fifty  soldiers  and  all  the  horses,  proceeded  thither 
overland,  adding  to  their  number  at  the  plantations 
on  the  way. 

One  night  during  the  voyage  to  San  Crist6bal,  the 
flag-ship  was  separated  from  the  other  vessels  and 
stranded  on  a  reef  near  Isla  de  Pinos.  With  skill  and 
promptness  Cortes  transferred  the  contents  in  small 
boats  to  the  shore,  set  free  the  lightened  vessel,  and, 
reloading,  joined  his  captains  at  San  Crist6bal.  This 
accident  delayed  him  seven  days,  during  which  time 
there  was  no  small  stir  among  his  men  at  San  Crist6- 
bal  as  to  who  should  command  the  fleet  in  case  its 
captain-general  failed  to  appear.  Conspicuous  among 
these  questioners  was  Ordaz,  who  claimed  precedence 
as  Velazquez'  representative.  But  the  arrival  of  the 
commander  put  an  end  to  the  controversy  and  spread 
unbounded  joy  throughout  the  armada.  Landing,  he 
accepted  the  hospitality  of  Pedro  Barba,  lieutenant  of 
Velazquez.  Among  those  who  joined  him  here  were 
Francisco  Montejo,  the  future  conqueror  of  Yucatan, 
and  Diego  de  Soto,  who  in  Mexico  became  the 
mayordomo  of  Cortes.  Again  the  commander  rid 
himself  of  Ordaz  by  sending  him  with  a  vessel  to  the 
plantations  near  Cape  San  Antonio,  there  to  await 

^  The  Habaiia  was  then  situated  on  the  south  side  of  the  island,  not  on 
the  north  side,  where  the  appellation  now  obtains.  Prescott  and  others  £all 
into  numerous  blanders  by  supposing  the  Habana  of  to-day  to  be  identical 
with  the  Habana  of  three  hnndrsd  years  ago,  sending  a  whole  fleet  far  out  of 
Hi  way  for  no  other  porpoee  than  to  collect  proyisions,  which  one  vessel  would 
aoeomplidi  as  welL 
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the  fleet.  The  artillery  was  landed  and  cleaned;  th( 
cross-bows  were  tested  and  the  firelocks  polished 
Cotton  armor  was  secured.  More  provisions  being 
required,  Quesada,  the  Episcopal  tithe-coJlector,  con 
tributed  his  stock. 

Warranted,  as  he  thought,  by  his  success  and  pros 
pects,  and  well  aware  of  the  effect  on  the  Spanisl 
mind  of  some  degree  of  ostentation  and  military  dis 
play,  Cortes  put  on  the  paraphernaUa  of  still  greatei 
leadership,  and  appointed  a  chamberlain,  a  chief  but 
ler,  and  a  mayordomo,  in  the  persons  of  Rodrigc 
Rangel,  Guzman,  and  Juan  de  Cdceres,  which  pomj 
he  ever  after  maintained."  Gaspar  de  Garnica  no\^ 
arrived  with  letters  from  Velazquez  to  Barba,  Ordaz 
Leon,  and  others,  ordering  and  entreating  them  t< 
stop  the  fleet,  arrest  Cortes,  and  send  him  a  prisonei 
to  Santiago.  It  was  of  no  avail,  however.  Soldiers 
ofiicers,  even  Barba  himself,  were  enthusiastic  fo: 
Cortes,  who  once  more  wrote  the  governor,  in  term 
as  courteous  as  they  were  costless,  and  shortly  after 
ward,  on  the  10th  of  February,  1519,  the  fleet  agaii 
set  sail.**     Guaguanico,  on   the  north  side  of  Cap< 

^*  'Comen^^  Cortes  ft  poner  casa,  v  A  tratarse  como  sefior:  y  el  prime 
Maestresala  q  tuvo,  f ue  vn  Guzm&  que  luego  se  mtiri6,  6  mataron  Indiois.  *  ^ 
different  man  from  the  later  mayoruomo,  Cristobal  de  Guzman,  who  capture 

Quauhtemotzin  during  the  siege  of  Mexico.    'Caceres fae  despuea    d 

ganado  Mexico,  hombre  rico.*   Benud  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.^  15-16. 

'^  Bemal  Diaz  says  that  Barba  was  one  of  the  most  devoted  to  Cort^ 
See,  also,  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  iii. ,  cap.  xiii.  Solis  details  at  length  a  publi 
gathering,  in  which  the  members  of  the  expedition  became  highly  excite 
over  Velatzquez*  efforts  to  stop  Cortes,  and  threatened  to  destroy  the  towi 
He  adds  that  a  rumor  of  Velazquez*  coming  in  person  to  enforce  his  ordc 
created  another  excitement.  HiMt.  Mex.,  i.  65-6;  Robertson,  Hist.  Am,,  ii.  { 
follows  him;  also  Prescott.  According  to  Las  Casas, Velazquez  sends  a  lett< 
to  Cortes,  asking  him  to  wait  for  an  important  oonmiunication,  which  he  wi 
bring  in  person  or  send  by  messenger.  At  the  same  time  come  letters  fc 
Ordaz  and  others,  requesting  them  to  seize  the  commander.  Ordaz  accorc 
inglv  invites  him  to  a  banquet  on  board  his  vessel,  with  the  intent  of  earn 
ing  him  off  to  Suitiago;  but  Cortes  perceives  the  snare  and  retires  under  pn 
tence  of  indisposition.  The  good  bishop  observes  that  he  never  kne 
Velazquez  evince  so  little  sagacity  as  on  this  occasion ;  nor  did  Ordaz  behai 
any  better.  Hist.  Ind.,  iv.  456-7.  Gomara  has  the  same  account,  but  adc 
that  the  messenger  from  Velazquez  came  in  a  caravel,  together  with  Alvaradt 
Olid,  Avila,  Montejo,  and  others  of  Grijalva's  party,  who  had  just  arrived  ttxx 
an  interview  with  the  governor.  Hist,  Mex.y  14.  He  is  evidently  inixe* 
Torquemada,  who  (quotes  both  versions  from  Herrera  and  Gomara,  places  tl 
occurrence  at  Trinidad,  and  considers  that  Cortes  was  capable  of  and  rig] 
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San  Antonio,  was  the  place  appointed  for  muster 
and  apportionment.*^  Meanwhile  Pedro  Alvarado 
was  sent  forward  with  sixty  soldiers  in  the  San 
Sebastian  to  bring  Ordaz  to  the  rendezvous,  but 
driven  by  a  gale  beyond  his  goal  and  near  to  Yuca- 
tan, he  thought  it  useless  to  return,  and  so  proceeded 
to  Cozumel  Island,  where  he  arrived  two  days  before 
the  others.  The  expedition  consisted  of  twelve  ves- 
sels, the  flag -ship  or  capitana  of  one  hundred  tons, 
three  others  of  from  sixty  to  eighty  tons,  and  the 
rest  small  brigantines  and  open  craft,  including  a 
transport  commanded  by  Gin^s  Nortes.  The  soldiers 
numbered  five  hundred  and  eight,  and  the  sailors  one 
hundred  and  nine,  including  officers  and  pilots.  The 
priests  present  were  Juan  Diaz  and  Bartolom^  de 
Ohnedo,  of  the  Order  of  Mercy.  Under  Juan  Beni- 
tez  and  Pedro  de  Guzman  were  thirty-two  cross- 
bowmen;  thirteen  men  only  carried  firelocks,  the  rest 
being  armed  with  swords  and  spears.  The  artillery 
consisted  of  ten  bronzed  guns  and  four  falconets,  and 
was  in  charge  of  Francisco  de  Orozco,  aided  by  Mesa 
Usagre,  Arbenga,  and  others.  About  two  hundred 
Cuban  Indians,  together  with  some  native  women 
and  negro  slaves,  were  brought  for  service,  despite 
the  prohibitory  clause  in  the  instructions.  Sixteen 
horses  receive  the  minute  description  and  glowing 
encomium  of  the  soldier  Diaz,  and  play  an  important 
part  in  the  coming  campaign.  The  supplies  included 
some  five  thousand  tocinos,  or  pieces  of  salt  pork,  six 
thousand  loads  of  maize  and  yucca,  fowl,  vegetables^ 

in  foilinff  Velazquez.  Bernal  Diaz  scouts  Gomara*s  story,  which  is  repeated 
in  De  Sebtu  Oealis  Fenlinandi  Cortesii,  in  Icazbalceta,  Col,  Doc.,  i.  355-6. 
Penlta  claims  that  his  father,  Suarez,  pursued  and  slew  the  Indian  courier 
sent  with  orders  for  Luis  de  Medina,  then  with  the  fleet,  to  assume  the 
command.  He  thereupon  brought  the  napers  to  Cortes  and  warned  him  to 
sail  away.  Nat.  Bist. ,  62-4.  Peralta  evidently  upholds  all  his  father  told  Mm. 
"  So  affirms  Tapia,  one  of  the  partj^.  RdaAon,  in  Icazhalcetay  Col.  Doc.^ 
ii  555;  and  this  is  the  view  of  most  writers.  Bernal  Diaz  states  that  the  re- 
view was  held  at  Cozumel,  which  may  also  have  been  the  case;  but  he  was 
not  present  at  San  Antonio.  A  review  must  have  been  held  before  the  fleet  set 
out  on  its  voyage,  in  order  that  captains  mi^ht  be  appointed  and  receive  ap- 
portionments of  men  and  supplies.  Zamaoois,  Bigt.  Mij.<,  ii.  292-3,  assumes 
(hat»  owing  to  Alvaiado's  abieience,  the  muster  was  reserved  for  CozumeL 
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groceries,  and    other  provisions.     For  barter  were 
eads,  bells,  mirrors,  needles,  ribbons,  knives,  hatchets, 
cotton  goods,  and  other  articles." 

The  force  was  divided  into  eleven  companies,  each 
under  a  captain  having  control  on  sea  and  land.  The 
names  of  the  captains  were  Alonso  Hernandez  Puer- 
tocarrero,  Alonso  de  Avila,  Diego  de  Ordaz,  Fran- 
cisco de  Montejo,  Francisco  de  Morla,  Escobar,  Juan 
de  Escalante,  Juan  Velazquez  de  Leon,  Crist6bal  de 
Olid,  Pedro  de  Alvarado,  and  Cortes,  with  Anton  de 
Alaminos  as  chief  pilot.^ 

From  this  list  it  will  be  seen  that  those  but  lately 
regarded  as  of  the  Velazquez  party  received  their  full 
share  in  the  command.  This  cannot  be  attributed  so 
much  to  the  captain-general's  sense  of  fairness,  which 
forbade  him  to  take  advantage  of  interests  voluntarily 
intrusted  to  his  care,  as  to  a  studied  poUcy  whereby 
he  hoped  to  win  for  his  purposes  certain  men  of  in- 

^^  'Tomo  [Cortes]  fiada  de  Diego  Sanz  tendero,  vna  tieda  de  bohoneria  en 
aietecietxw  pesos  de  ore.'  Oomarn^  Hist.  Mex.,  12,  14-15.  This  was  at  San- 
tiago. This  author,  who,  together  with  Diaz,  forms  the  main  authority  foi 
the  above  list,  mentions  only  eleven  vessels,  but  does  not  include  Alvarado's. 
He  places  the  Spanish  force  at  5oO  men,  but,  by  adding  to  this  the  sixty  and 
odd  men  absent  with  Alvarado  from  the  review,  the  number  would  agree  witfa 
Bernal  Diaz'  figures.  Thirteen  vessels,  two  having  joined  at  Habana  as  trans- 
poiia;  530  infantry;  twenty-four  horses;  5000  loads  of  maize  and  cassava | 
2000  tocinoB.  De  Rebus  Gfstis  Ferdinand i  Cortesii,  in  Icaihalceta,  Col.  Doc.^  i. 
356.  Twelve  vessels  and  500  men.  Carta  dfl  Ayunty  de  V.  Cruz,  in  CoL  Doc. 
[itM. ,  i.  4 1 9-20.  Fifteen  vessels  and  500  men,  without  any  Indians  or  nesroes, 
says  Cortes,  in  his  Memorial^  1542,  not  venturing  to  admit  that  he  had  dis- 
obeyed the  royal  order  and  his  instructions  in  taking  Cuban  Indians.  C-ort^s^ 
E.'tcritos  SueltoHj  310;  Col.  Doc.  Inrd. ,  iv.  220.  Seven  navios,  three  bergan tinea. 
Oviedo,  i.  539.  Nine  vessels,  550  Spaniards,  two  to  three  hundred  Indians. 
Zfw  Ca.'ias,  Hist.  Ind.,  iv.  446,  457.  Eleven  vessels  of  thirty  to  one  hundred 
tons,  663  Spaniards,  including  thirty  men  with  firearms.  Brasseiir  de  Baur- 
bourg.  Hist.  Nat.  Civ.,  iv.  54;  Cogolludo,  Hist.  Yucathan,  19;  Vetattcvrt,  Ttairc 
Ecles.y  pt  ii.  100-11;  FancourCs  Hist.  Ytic,  26-7;  ZamncoiSy  Hist.  Mtj.,  ii. 
296.  Thirteen  vessels,  560  persons,  thirteen  horses.  Tifpia^  RelticioHt  in  Iraz- 
balcelay  Col.  Doc.,  ii.  558;  Prescott,  Mfx.,  i.  262,  follows  both  Bernal  Dial 
and  Gromara,  but  without  seeking  to  account  for  their  differences,  and  thui 
allows  himself  to  exceed  every  other  authentic  estimate  for  the  number  of 
the  men. 

^^  Torquemnda,  i.  364;  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  14,  gives  the  same  names, 
except  that  Francisco  de  Salcedo  stands  in  the  place  of  Alvarado.  SoUs, 
Hist.  Mex.,  i.  66,  mentions  eleven,  including  Salcedo  and  Nortes;  Las  Casas, 
Hist.  Ind.,  iv.  453,  names  eight,  as  appointed  by  Velazquez.  Zamacois,  HisL 
Mij.y  ii.  287,  leaves  out  Avila,  which  is  certainly  a  mistake,  based  on  Bemal 
Diaz,  who  includes  Gin^s  Nortes,  the  captain  merely  of  a  transport.  Salcedo 
joined  later,  at  Villa  Rica. 
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fluence,  whom  it  would,  for  that  matter,  have  been 
dangerous  to  remove. 

Before  the  review,  Cortes  addressed  his  soldiers  in 
s.  speech  as  shrewd  and  stirring  as  that  of  Marcius  at 
Corioli.      Pointing  to  the  thousands  of  unbaptized,  he 
awakened  their  religious  zeal ;  dwelling  on  the  grandeur 
of  the  undertaking,  he  stimulated  their  ambition;  re- 
ferring to  the  vast  wealth  these  lands  contained,  he 
excited  their  cupidity.    Greater  and  richer  lands  than 
all  the  Spanish  kingdoms,  he  called  them,  and  in- 
habited by  strange  races,  only,  awaiting  submission  to 
their  invincible  arms.     Their  whole  fortune  was  in- 
vested in  the  fleet  that  carried  them;  but  who  would 
regret  so  trifling  an  expenditure  when  compared  with 
the  glorious  results  to  follow?    They  were  setting  out 
upon  a  career  of  conquest  in  the  name  of  their  God, 
who  had  always  befriended  the  Spanish  nation;  and 
in  the  name  of  their  emperor,  for  whom  they  would 
achieve  greater  deeds  than  any  ever  performed.  Riches 
lay  spread  before  them;  but  like  good  and  brave  men 
they  must  look  with  him  to  the  higher  and  nobler 
reward  of  glory.     "Nevertheless,"  he  archly  added, 
''be  true  to  me,  as  am  I  to  you,  and  ere  long  I  will 
load  you  with  wealth  such  as  you  have  never  beamed 
of     1  will  not  say  it  is  to  be  won  without  hardships; 
but  who  of  you  are  afraid?     We  are  few,  but  we  are 
brave.     Let  us  therefore  on  with  the  work  so  well 
begun,  joyously  and  confidently  to  the  end  I"  "    There 
is  no  passion  so  artful  as  avarice  in  hiding  itself  under 
some  virtue.      Sometimes  it  is  progress,  sometimes 
patriotism,  but  its  warmest  cloak  has  ever  been  religion. 
There  is  a  double  profit  to  the  devotee  whose  religion 
gratifies  his  avarice,  and  whose  avarice  is  made  a  part 
of  his  religion. 

On  the  morning  of  February  1 8th  mass  was  said,  the 

*^Sach  IB  in  Bnbstance  the  speech  prepared  by  Gomara,  Hist,  Mex,,  15-16, 
well  salted  for  the  enterprise,  yet  not  exactly  in  accord  with  the  pretended 
mission  of  peacefnl  trade  and  exploration.  Torqaemada,  i.  364-5,  gives  it 
nearly  in  the  same  form,  while  Soils,  HiH.  Mex,,  i.  71-3,  elaborates  to  suit 
himself. 
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campaign  standard  blessed,  and  Saint  Peter  invoked, 
whereupon  the  prows  were  pointed  toward  the  islands 
of  the  west.  AH  the  vessels  were  to  follow  the  flag- 
ship, whose  light  should  be  their  guide  by  night;  in 
case  of  separation  they  were  to  steer  for  Cape  Catoche 
and  thence  proceed  to  Cozumel.^ 

*^  The  date  of  departure  is  generally  admitted  to  be  February  18th,  but  m 
CortiSt  Memorial^  1542,  ia  written  '  tard6  en  esto  [fitting  out]  desde  dieciocho 
dias  del  mes  de  Octubre . . .  hasta  dieciocho  dias  del  mes  de  Enero,  del  afio  de 
diez  y  nueve  que  acab6  de  salir  de  la  dicha  Isla  de  Cuba,  del  cabo  de  Corrientes/ 
Cartes,  Escritoe  Sudtos,  313.  This  is  wrong,  however,  for  the  fleet  could  not 
have  left  Santiago  before  the  date  of  the  instructions;  yet  it  confirms  the  f act- 
that  three  months  were  spent,  after  leaving  Santiago,  before  the  fleet  finally 
left  the  island.  Some  of  the  authors  indicate  a  portion  of  this  time,  showing 
that  eight  days  were  spent  at  Macftco  and  twelve  at  Trinidad,  leaving  seventy- 
two  days  for  the  brief  passages  along  the  south  coast  of  Cuba  and  for  the 
stay  at  San  Crist6bal. 

De  Rebus  Gestis  Ferdinandi  CortesH,  or,  as  the  Spanish  translator  entitles  it, 
Vida  de  Heman  CorUs,  giving  the  fullest  but  also  the  most  partial  account 
of  Cortes  up  to  this  time,  is  an  anonymous  manuscript  in  Latin,  of  eleven 
folio  lea,ves,  deposited  in  the  Simancas  archives,  whence  Mufioz  obtained  a 
copy,  published  by  Icazbalceta  in  his  Coleccion  de  Documenlos,  i.  309-57.  It 
is  m  a  clear  hand,  with  corrections  and  marginals,  evidently  by  the  author. 
Several  points  indicate  that  it  formed  part  of  De  Orhe  Novo,  a  history  of 
America,  written  appcurently  in  a  aeries  of  biographies,  to  judge  from  the 
reference  made  to  a  preceding  part  relating  to  Columbus,  and  to  later  parts 
on  the  conauest  of  Mexico.  Mufioz  expresses  the  .opinion  that  the  author 
may  be  Calvet  de  Estrella,  chronicler  of  the  Indies,  mentioned  by  Kic. 
Antonio  as  the  writer  of  the  manuscripts  De  Rfhvs  Oestis  Vacca  Castri, 
in  the  Colegio  del  Sacro  Monte  de  Granada.  This  title  induced  him  to  name- 
the  present  document  De  Rebus  Gestis  Ferdinandi  Cortesii,  The  supposition 
is  warranted  by  the  style  and  by  the  evident  date;  for  references  indicate 
that  it  was  written  durins  the  lifetime  of  several  companions  of  Cortes. 
The  fragment  begins  with  uie  hero's  birth  and  ends  at  his  departure  with  the 
fleet  from  Cuba.  Although  the  facts  related  conform,  as  a  rule,  to  €romara*8 
version,  a  number  of  authorities  have  been  consulted,  some  of  them  no  longer 
extant,  chiefly  with  a  view  to  extol  the  character  and  career  of  the  hero,  and 
to  elaborate  incidents  into  tiresome  prolixity. 
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THE  VOYAOE. 
1610. 

BoifXTHIiro  OF   THE  CaFTAINS  OF  GoBXAs — ^Al.VARADO — MONTXJO— AviLA — 

Olid — Sandovai/—Leon — Obdaz — Morla — The  Passage — ^The  Fleet 
Struck  by  a  Squall— Abbival  at  Cozumel — Alvabado  Censubed— 

SeABCH    FOB    THE    CAmVE   ChBISTL^INS — ABBIVAL    OF  AOUILAB — HlS- 

Chaste  Advejjtubes — They  Come  to  Tabasco  Riveb— Battles 
THEBE — Conquest  of  the  Natives — Peace  Made — Twenty  Female 
Slaves  among  the  Pbesents — The  Fleet  Pbocbeds  along  the 
Shobe — ^PuEBTOCABBERo's  Witticism— Abbtval  at  San  Juan  de  Ulua. 

As  the  everlasting  waves  that  bowl  his  ships  along^ 
are  discoursing  to  Cortes  of  his  destiny,  let  us  make 
the  acquaintance  of  his  captains,  some  of  whom  are 
to  play  parts  in  the  Andhuac  amphitheatre  secondary 
only  to  his  own. 

First,  there  was  the  fiery  and  impetuous  Pedro  de 
Alvarado,  a  hero  of  the  Achilles  or  Sir  Lancelot 
school,  strong  and  symmetrical  as  a  goddess-bom; 
haughty,  choleric,  sometimes  stanch  and  generous; 
passionate  in  his  loves  and  hates,  with  the  usual  mix- 
tm^  of  license,  loyalty,  and  zeal  for  the  church.  He 
had  not  eyes  to  see,  from  where  he  stood  in  the  war- 
fare of  his  day,  at  once  the  decline  of  the  fiercer  bar- 
barism and  the  dawn  of  a  truer  and  gentler  heroism. 
Already  we  have  discovered  flashes  of  temper  and 
tendencies  to  treachery  that  displav  his  character  by 
too  sulphurous  a  flame;  but  we  shall  find  in  him  much 
to  admire  as  conquistador  and  governor. 

Alvarado  was  aboiit  the  age  of  Cortes,  Bajadoz. 
being  his  native  place.  There  his  father,  Diego  de 
Alvarado,  comendador  de  Lobon  in  the  order  of  San« 

(T8) 
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tiago,  and  his  mother,  Sara  de  Contreras,  struggled 
with  poverty  to  maintain  the  reputation  of  a  good 
family  name.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five  Pedro  came 
over  to  Santo  Domingo,  and  prompted  by  vanity 
paraded  himself  in  an  old  gown  of  his  father's,  whereon 
was  sewn  the  red  cross  of  Santiago.  At  first  he  wore 
this  garment  inside  out,  giving  as  a  reason  his  reduced 
circumstances  which  made  hun  ashamed  to  pubUcly 
own  the  rank  of  knight.  On  being  reproved  by  the 
admiral,  he  boldly  affixed  the  insignia  to  his  other 
dresses,  and  thenceforth  called  and  signed  himself  the 
Comendador  Alvarado.^  The  title  was  never  openly 
questioned  in  the  Indies,  where  men  had  little  time 
for  inquiring  into  the  affairs  of  others,  and  Alvarado 
failed  not  with  his  plausible  tongue  and  crafty  nature 
to  use  it  for  obtaining  certain  privileges  and  advance- 
ment. 

When  Grijalva  prepared  his  expedition  he  was 
living  as  an  encomendero,  near  Trinidad,  in  Cuba, 
with  five  brothers."  As  captain  under  this  chief  he 
gave  evidence  of  an  enterprising  nature,  combined 
with  an  impatiency  of  restraint  which  ill  fitted  a 
subordinate.  The  want  of  principle  already  shown 
by  his  conduct  at  Santo  Domingo  was  here  maxle 
apparent  in  the  attempt  to  injure  his  commander  with 
Velazquez,  in  order  to  further  his  own  ends.  His  now 
prominent  position  as  a  well-to-do  gentleman,  and 
the  experience  gathered  under  Grijalva,  had  maxle 
him  a  welcome  member  of  the  present  expedition. 
He  had  also  acquired  the  reputation  of  a  good  soldier 
and  horseman,  with  a  bravery  bordering  on  reckless- 
ness, and  was  a  great  favorite  with  his  men,  among 
whom  he  also  ranked  as  an  able  drill  master.  With 
an  agile  frame,  he  presented  a  most  cheerful  and 
pleasing  countenance,  fair,  some  called  it,  with  a  ten- 

^  'Qnstando. . .  .en  la  cibdad  de  Sto  Domingo  vibiendo  con  el  Almirante. 
Ramirez,  Proceso  contra  Alvarado y  jap.  xi  61;  Juarros,  OueU.,  L  252. 

*  *Todo8  hermanos,  que  fue  el  Capitan  Pedro  de  Alnarado,  y  Qoncalo  de 
Aluarado,  y  Joi^e  de  Aluarado,  y  Gon9alo  [Alonzc]  y  Gomez,  ^  Juan  de  Alva- 
rado el  viejo,  que  era  baatardo.*  BenuU  Diaz,  JSiat.  Verdad,,  14. 
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dency  to  ruddiness.  Its  attraction  centred  chiefly  in 
the  eyes,  and  afterward  obtained  for  him  among  the 
Indians  of  Tlascala  the  appellation  of  Toriatiuh,  the 
Sun.'  His  first  glance  thrown  upon  a  combatant  was 
the  flash  which  was  to  be  followed  by  the  thunder- 
bolt. Vanity  prompted  a  careful  attention  to  dress, 
but  with  a  result  approaching  the  showy  rather  than 
the  elegant.  His  manner,  no  less  winning  than  the 
face,  made  him  a  most  agreeable  companion,  the  more 
so  as  he  was  a  Uberal  fellow,  particularly  with  respect 
to  women,  and  to  pleasures  generally.  Beneath  this 
smiling  exterior,  however,  lay  hidden  an  insatiable 
longing  for  power,  and  a  bUnd  worship  of  gold  as 
the  purchaser  of  pleasure,  and  under  their  influ- 
•ence  he  became  at  times  so  insensible  to  feelings 
of  humanity  as  to  place  him  outside  the  category  of 
greatness.* 

Another  of  Grijalva*s  captains  here  present  was 
Francisco  de  Montejo,  who  came  from  Spain  with 
Pedrarias  Ddvila  in  1514.  After  enlisting  men  in 
Espanola,  and  aiding  in  the  conquest  of  Cenii,  he  came 
to  Cuba  to  wield  the  sword  for  Velazquez;  but  while 
ranking  as  a  brave  officer  and  a  good  horseman,  he 
showed  greater  aptitude  for  business. 

At  the  present  time  he  was  about  thirty-five  years 
of  age,  of  medium  stature,  and  with  a  bright  face, 

*  See  NcUive  RaceSy  iii.  109  and  183.  '  Biondo. '  Clavigero,  SUma  Mesa.,  in. 
8.  Elabor&ting  this,  Brasseur  de  Boarbourg  says,  'Aux  cheyeux  blonds  et 
colore  de  visage,  ce  qui  lui  fit  donner  par  les  Tlaxcalt^qnes  le  suraom  de 
I'onatiuh.'  JIuit,  Nat.  Civ.,  iv.  63.  But  the  authority  for  calling  him  blonde 
is  not  mentioned.  It  may  rest  on  mere  tradition.  A  Mexican  picture  gives 
him  dark  beard  and  a  yellow  helmet  or  head-dress,  the  same  colors  being 
^ven  to  the  beard  and  head-dress  of  figures  representing  the  Spanish  troops. 
Kamirez  is  rather  inclined  to  doubt  the  authenticity  of  the  portrait  so  fre- 
quently copied  from  Cortina's  copper-plates,  representine  hun  as  of  dark 
complexion,  with  long,  meagre,  pointed  face,  very  high  forehead,  stubbed 
hair,  mustache,  and  imperial.  Ramirez,  Proceso  catUra  Alvarado,  pp.  xi.  xxii. 
277-^2,  with  plates.  PrescotVt  Mtx.  (Mex.  1844),  i.  458;  Jd.  {Oondra  ed.), 
iii.  220;  *Carb*fja2  Espinosa,  Hist.  Mex.,  ii.  340,  686,  with  signature.  A 
wood-cut  in  AmUfij  Alte  Mex.,  222,  presents  a  much  younger  man,  with  a 
round,  handsome  face,  curled  hair,  and  full,  curled  beard.  Tnis  corresponds 
more  to  the  description  given  in  the  text,  but  the  authority  is  not  indicated. 
2amaoois,  Hist  Mij.,  ii.  484,  gives  a  full-length  portrait  correspondiuff  to  this. 

^  Helps,  CorUi,  ii.  163,  compares  him  to  Murat,  Cortes  being  the  iTapoleon. 
Btmal  Diaz,  Higt.  Verdad,,  15,  240,  245. 
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which  indicated  love  for  pleasure  and  generous  lib- 
erality.' 

Alonso  de  Avila,  the  third  of  Grijalva's  brave  lieu- 
tenants, had  also  a  pleasant  face  and  liberal  disposition, 
combined  with  good  reasoning  power,  but  was  alto- 
gether too  loud-spoken  and  argumentative,  and  had 
an  overbearing  manner  that  created  many  enemies. 
He  was  about  thirty-three  years  of  age.  Crist6bal 
de  Olid,  a  year  his  junior,  was  a  well  formed,  strong- 
limbed  man,  with  wide  shoulders  and  a  somewhat 
fair  complexion.  Despite  the  peculiarity  of  a  groove 
in  the  lower  lip,  which  gave  it  the  appearance  of  being 
split,  the  face  was  most  attractive,  and  the  powerfm 
voice  helped  to  bear  him  out  as  a  good  talker.  While 
lacking  in  sincerity  and  depth  of  thought,  and  being 
little  lit  for  the  council,  he  possessed  quaUties  which,, 
in  connection  with  great  bravery  and  determination,, 
made  him  an  admirable  executive  officer;  but  an 
ambition  to  command  began  to  assert  itself,  and  di- 
rected by  evil  influence  it  brought  about  his  fall  a  few 
years  later.  Bernal  Diaz  calls  him  a  very  Hector  in 
combat,  and  possessing,  among  other  good  qualities, 
that  of  being  hberal;  on  the  whole  an  excellent  man, 
though  unfit  to  be  a  leader.*  The  youngest  of  the 
captains,  the  most  worshipful  and  the  most  lovable, 
was  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  an  hidalgo  of  only  twenty- 
two  years,  from  Cortes'  own  town,  the  son  of  a  fortress 
commandant,  but  with  merely  a  rudimentary  educa- 

^Montfjo,  Memorial  al  Emp.,  1545,  in  Cent  Amer,,  1545-55,  MS.  130. 
'Fu^  uno  de  aquellos  milites  que  paasaron  d  estas  partes. .  .mill  6  quinientos 
y  catorpe,  6  aquel  mesmo  afio . . .  fu^sse  de  la  Tierra-Firma. . .  6  paas^ae  d  la  ialik 
deCuba.'  OvUdo,  iu.  217. 

^See  HisL  Cent,  Am.,  this  series,  i.,  524-32.  'Era  estremado  Taron,  maa 
no  era  para  mandar,  sino  para  ser  mftdado,  y  era  de  edad  de  treinta  j  Bei» 

afios,  natural  de  cerca  de  Baeza6  Linares Tenia  otras  buenas  codiciones, 

de  ser  franco.'  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  177.  *Era  vn  Hector  en  el  esfu- 
er90,  para  combatir  persona  por  persona.'  Id.,  240.  'Natural  que  fue  d» 
Vbeda  6  de  Linares. '  Id. ,  241.  '  Da  Baeza  nell'  Andaluzia.  Era  membroto, 
ombroso,  e  doppio.*  Clavigero,  Storia  Mrss.,  iii.  8.  *D'une  laideur  extreme; 
sa  duplicity  et  sa  fourberie  le  rendaient  un  homme  peu  sur,'  says  Brassenr  de* 
Bourbourg,  Hist,  Nat.  Civ, ,  iy.  53,  with  his  not  unusual  hasty  elaboration. 
Portrait  in  PrescotVs  Mtx,  (Mex.  1844),  i.  421 ;  also  in  Zamacois,  HiH,  M^., 
iv.  254. 
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tion.  Brave,  intrepid,  and  with  a  good  head,  he  was 
equally  determined  in  speech  and  in  deportment,  yet 
with  a  faultless  obedience  and  loyalty  that  won  the 
-confidence  and  esteem  of  his  chief.  With  a  strict  eye 
to  discipline,  he  possessed  also  a  kind,  humane  dispo- 
sition, which  gained  the  love  and  respect  of  his  men, 
whose  comfort  he  studied  far  more  than  his  own. 
Plain  in  dress,  and  modest  in  manner  and  aspiration^ 
he  was  free  from  the  greed  which  tainted  so  many 
■around  him.  A  soldier  in  all  qualities  of  the  heart 
a.nd  mind,  he  was  also  physically  fitted  for  one.  In 
battle  he  was  as  wrathful  and  as  beautiful  as  Apollo 
when  he  slew  the  Python.  The  robust  frame,  with 
its  high  chest  and  broad  shoulders,  supported  a  full 
face  adorned  with  short,  curly,  nut-brown  hair.  The 
powerful  voice,  inclining  at  times  to  a  lisp,  was  ex- 
hibited more  in  the  issue  of  brief  command  than  in 
conversation;  for  Don  Gonzalo  was  as  energetic  to  act 
as  he  was  chary  of  words.  The  slightly  bow-legged 
limbs  indicated  an  early  training  for  the  saddle. 
Indeed,  equestrian  exercises  were  his  delight,  and  his 
horse  Motilla,  a  chestnut  with  a  white  foot  and  a  star 
on  the  forehead,  is  described  by  Bernal  Diaz  as  the 
finest  he  ever  saw.  Sandoval  stands  before  us  not 
only  as  an  admirable  man,  but  as  an  ideal  officer,  in 
his  combined  qualities  of  juvenile  ardor  and  prudence, 
valor  and  hiunanity,  modesty  of  disposition  and  purity 
of  heart.  Cortes  spoke  of  him  after  his  death  with 
feelings  of  deepest  regret,  and  represented  him  to  the 
emperor  as  one  of  the  finest  soldiers  in  the  world,  fit 
to  command  armies.' 

In  Velazquez  de  Leon  we  find  another  admirable 
officer,  who  possesses  many  traits  in  common  with 
Sandoval.  He  is  described  as  about  four  years  older 
than  that  chivalrous  youth,  with  a  well  formed,  power- 
ful frume,  fine  chest  and  shoulders,  full  face,  set  in  a 

*  Bemal  Diaz,  HUL  Verdad.,  240,  246;  Clavigero,  Storia  Meas,,  iiL  8;  Por- 
trait and  signature  in  Carbc^cU  EspinoM,  Eitt,  Mex,,  il  254,  686.  Portrait 
in  Zamaeois^  HitL  Jli^.,  iL  485,  and  in  Armm,  AUt  Mtx,^  217. 
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somewhat  curled  and  carefully  tended  beard.  He 
was  open  with  the  hand,  ready  with  the  sword,  and 
an  expert  horseman.  He  bore  the  reputation  of 
having  killed  a  prominent  and  rich  man  m  a  duel  in 
Espanola,  a  deed  which  had  obliged  him  to  seek  refuge 
in  Cuba  with  his  relation  Velazquez. 

The  most  devoted  adherent  of  Velazquez,  although 
not  bound  to  him  by  ties  of  relationship,  was  hia 
ancient  mayordomo  mayor,  Diego  de  Ordaz,®  a  power- 
ful man,  of  large  stature,  with  full  face,  thin,  dark 
beard,  and  stuttering  speech.  As  a  leader  of  foot- 
soldiers,  for  he  did  not  ride,  he  gained  the  reputation 
of  possessing  great  daring,  as  well  as  a  good  head; 
and  among  comrades  he  ranked  as  a  liberal  man  and 
a  conversationaUst.  Of  the  other  captains,  Francisco 
de  Salcedo,  reputed  chief  butler  to  the  admiral  of 
Castile,  bore  the  sobriquet  of  'Dandy'  from  his  spruce 
manner;*  and  Francisco  de  Morla  is  spoken  of  as  a 
valiant  soldier  and  good  horseman.^^ 

On  the  way  over  the  vessels  were  dispersed  by  a 
squall,  but  were  gathered  by  the  flag-ship,  some  at 
Catoche,  and  some  at  Port  San  Juan,  on  the  north 
end  of  Cozumel  Island,  where  they  all  finally  congre- 
gated."    Quite  early  in  the  adventure  Cortds  was 


*  Also  written  Ordds.  '  Natural  de  tierra  de  Campos.'  Bemai  Diaz,  Hist. 
Verdad.j  246.     Portrait  in  Carbajal  Espinosa^  Hist,  Mex.^  ii  192. 

*  '  Saucedo,  natural  de  Medina  de  Rioseco;  y  porque  era  muy  pulido,  le 
llamayamos,  el  galan.'  Bemcd  Diaz,  Hist  Vtrdad.y  240.  This  captaLa  joins 
later. 

*^  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad.,  240-7,  gives  a  long  list  of  notices  of  members 
of  the  expedition,  many  of  whom  will  receive  attention  during  the  coarse  of 
the  narrative. 

^^  San  Juan,  Ante  Portam  Latinam.  See  also  Carta  de  Ayunt.  de  Vera  Cruz, 
in  CorldSf  CartaSy  9.  Several  authors,  following  Gomara,  it  seems,  refer  to  on© 
vessel  as  missing,  but  as  this  is  identified  with  Escobar's,  sent,  according  to 
Bemal  Diaz,  on  a  special  exploring  expedition  to  Laguna  de  T^rminos,  the 
view  of  the  latter  author  is  probably  more  correct.  It  is  not  likely  that  a 
captain  would  have  sailed  so  far  beyond  the  rendezvous,  and  there  waited  for 
weeks  the  chance  arrival  of  the  fleet.  In  Tapia,  Relacion,  in  Iccahalcetay 
Col.  Doc.y  ii.  557,  are  references  yet  more  vague  to  a  missing  vessel.  During 
the  gale  Morla's  vessel  was  struck  by  a  wave,  which  unshipped  her  rudder. 
His  signal  of  distress  caused  the  flag-ship  to  heave  to  till  daybreak.  The  rud- 
der was  then  discovered  floating  close  by,  and  tying  a  rope  to  his  body,  Morla 
leaped  into  the  sea  to  aid  in  replacing  it.  Oomara,  HisLMex,,  16;  LasCaacu^ 
Hist.  Ind.,  iv.  458. 
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called  on  to  spread  before  his  unbridled  associates 
the  quality  of  oiscipUne  they  might  expect.  It  seems 
that  Alvarado  arrived  at  Cozumel  Island  two  days 
before  the  fleet,  and  had  begun  to  carry  matters 
with  rather  a  high  hand  for  a  subordinate.  He  had 
entered  two  towns,  taken  three  persons  captive,  and 
seized  some  property  of  the  natives.  "Is  this  the  way 
to  win  to  our  purpose  barbarous  peoples?"  exclaimed 
the  indignant  Cortes.  For  failing  to  bring  the  vessel 
to  the  rendezvous  at  Cape  San  Antonio,  Alvarado's 
pilot  was  placed  in  chains.  A  little  later,  seven  sailors 
were  flogged  for  theft  and  perjury.  The  captives 
were  soothed  with  presents  and  liberated,  the  stolen 
articles  restored,  and  with  the  aid  of  Melchor,  the  in- 
terpreter, the  fears  of  the  natives  were  assuaged. 

In  answer  to  his  inquiries  regarding  the  captive 
Christians,  Cortes  was  informed  that  two  days'  journey 
in  the  interior  of  Yucatan  bearded  men  had  been  seen 
by  Cozumel  traders,  not  long  since,  whereupon  two 
vessels  were  despatched  to  Catoche  under  Ordaz,  who 
was  there  to  await,  one  week,  the  return  of  three 
Indian  messengers,  sent  with  presents  to  redeem  the 
captives,  and  bearing  a  letter  telUng  them  where  to 
find  their  countrymen." 

While  waiting  events,  Cortds  landed  the  horses  to 
explore  and  forage,  and  employed  the  otherwise  unoc- 

"  The  letter,  as  giyen  in  BenuU  Dica,  Hist,  Verdad.,  17,  and  Ocmara, 
HitL  Mex.f  19,  differs  somewhat  in  tenor,  and  the  former  assigns  eight  days» 
the  latter  six,  as  the  time  Ordaz  was  to  wait.  Gomara  writes  farther  that 
the  Indians  were  at  first  afraid  to  venture  on  such  an  errand  into  the  interior, 
bat  the  large  reward  overcame  their  fears,  and  they  were  carried  to  the  cape 
in  E^calante's  vessel,  escorted  by  Ordaz  in  two  other  craft  manned  by  fifty 
men.  Cogollndo,  Hist,  Tucathan,  20,  thinks  there  could  be  no  danger  for 
messengers.  '  Escondieron  [the  letter]  a  vno  entre  los  cabellos,  que  trahian 
largos  y  trenzados,  rebueltos,  a  la  cabe^a:  y  embi6  los  dos  nauios  de  menos 

re ... .  con  veynte  ballesteros,  y  escopeteros y  que  el  menor  boluiesse  a 
cuenta  de  lo  que  auian  hecho.'  nerrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  iv.  cap.  vi.;  Peter 

Martyr y  dec.  iv.  cap.  vi.   *  Envi6  un  bergantin  6  cuatro  bateles que  esper- 

arien  cinoo  dias,  ^  no  mas.'  Tapiay  Belaciont  in  Icazbalceta,  CoL  Doc,,  ii.  556. 
LasCasas,  Hint.  Ind,,  iv.  459,  states  that  the  cacique  of  Cozumel,  eager  to 
communicate  freely  with  CorUs,  sent  messengers  to  the  lord  owning  one  of 
the  captives,  and  asked  him  to  sell  or  lend  the  man.  Cortes  at  first  proposed 
to  rescue  the  captive  with  an  armed  force,  bat  the  cacique  suggested  a  ransom 
as  more  effective.  SoUa,  Hist,  Mex,,  i.  76;  Landa,  Bel.  de  Yuc,,  24-6. 
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cupied  men  in  military  exercise.  The  islanders  were 
highly  entei'tained,  and  thought  the  animals  giant  deer 
and  the  ships  water-houses.  In  return  they  gave  the 
strangers  cause  for  wonderment  not  unmixed  with 
wrath;  for  this  was  a  sacred  island,  in  a  heathen  sense, 
and  thither,  from  distant  parts,  resorted  pilgrims  with 
offerings  for  sanguinary  shrines.  And  when  one  feast- 
day  the  priests  of  Baal,  within  their  temple,  arose 
before  the  people  and  called  upon  the  gods  of  their 
fathers,  the  excited  Spaniards  could  not  contain  them- 
selves; Cortes  stood  forth  and  preached  his  religion 
to  the  indignant  savages,  but  miling  in  the  desired 
'effect,  the  Spaniards  rushed  upon  the  idols,  hurled 
them  from  their  seats,  and  planted  in  their  place  the 
•emblem  of  their  faith.  ^^ 

In  due  time  Ordaz  returned  without  the  lost 
Christians,  greatly  to  the  disappointment  of  Cortds, 
who  desired  them  particularly  for  interpreters.  The 
fleet  then  set  sail,  but  was  obliged  to  return,  owing 
to  the  leaky  condition  of  Escalante's  vessel.  While 
engaged  upon  repairs  one  day,  the  Spaniards  being 
encamped  upon  the  shore,  a  canoe  was  seen  approach- 
ing the  harbor  from  the  mainland.  Andres  de  Tapia 
and  others  hastened  to  the  landing,  where  presently 
the  boat  arrived,  and  four  tawny  undressed  figures 
stepped  upon  the  shore.  One  was  bearded,  and  his 
form  a  Uttle  bent,  and  as  he  advanced  before  the 
others  there  was  eager  questioning  in  the  piercing 
glance  he  threw  about  him.  Presently  he  cried  out 
m  ill-articulated  speech,  "Senores,  sois  cristianos?" 
On  being  assured  that  they  were,  he  dropped  upon 

''  Two  carpenters,  Alonso  Yaflez  and  Alvaro  Lopez,  claim  the  honor  of 
having  raised  the  first  cross  for  the  church  in  New  Spain.  To  this  the  natives 
made  no  great  objection,  the  cross  having  akeady  with  them  a  religious 
4Bignificance;  and  surely  the  sanctified  effigy  of  the  benijm  Mary  was  a  more 
beautiful  object  to  look  upon  than  their  idob.  See  Native  Baces.  in.  468-70.  In 
one  of  the  temples  '  auia  vna  cruz  de  cal  tan  alta  como  diez  palmos.'  Oomara, 
Hist.  Mex,,  24.  Las  Casas  objects  to  the  compulsory  mode  of  conversion  used 
by  Cort^  and  his  holy  company,  and  devotes  a  long  paragraph  to  depicting 
the  folly  and  evil  thereof.  Hist,  Ind, ,  iv.  460-2, 470.  Bemal  Diaz,  HisL  Ver- 
•dad.,  18,  describes  tlie  idoUtrous  rite,  and  Prescott,  Mez,,  L  26^71,  speaks 
of  Cort^  as  a  reformer. 
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his  knees,  and  with  tears  falling  from  uplifted  eyes 
thanked  God  for  his  deliverance.     Tapia  saw  it  at  a 
glance;  this  was  one  of  the  captives.     Hastily  step- 
ping forward,  he  caught. the   uncouth  object  in  his 
arms,  raised  him  from  the  ground  with  a  tender  em- 
brace, and  conducted  him  to  camp."     But  for  the 
beard  it  would  have  been  difficult,  from  his  outward, 
a{>pearance,  to  believe  him  a  European.     Naturally 
of  a  dark  complexion,  he  was  now  bronzed  by  ex- 
posure, and  entirely  naked  except  for  a  breech-cloth 
and  sandals.     His  crown  was  shorn,  and  the  remain- 
ing hair  braided  and  coiled  upon  the  head.^"    In  his 
hand  he  carried  a  net  containing,  among  other  things, 
a  greasy  prayer-book.     On  being  presented  to  Cortes 
he  seemed  dazed,  scarcely  knowing  whether  to  call 
himself  savage  or  civilized.     At  best  he  could  not 
all  at  once  throw  himself  out  of  the  former  and  into 
the  latter  category;  for  when  his  Indian  companions 
squatted  themselves  before  the  captain-general,  and 
with  the  right  hand,  moistened  by  the  Hps,  touched 
the  ground  and  then  the  region  of  the  hesat  in  token 
of  reverence,  impelled  by  habit  he  found  himself  doing 
the  same.      Cortes  was  touched.     Lifting  him  up,  he 
threw  over  the  naked  Spaniard  his  own  yellow  mantle, 

**  ThiB  is  the  substance  of  Tapia's  own  account.  Rdadon^  in  IcaTbaleeUi^ 
Col,  DoCf  ii.  556-7.  Others  differ  somewhat  in  the  number  of  Indians  who 
arrive  in  the  canoe,  in  the  mode  of  addressing  Tapia,  and  other  points.  Ac- 
cording to  Bemal  Diaz,  Iliat,  Vtrdad.y  19,  some  soldiers  out  hunting  report 
the  approach  of  the  canoe,  whereupon  Cort^  sends  Tapia  to  ascertain  its  ob- 
ject. Seyen  Indians  of  Cozumel  land,  and,  on  seeing  tne  Spaniards  advance, 
are  about  to  flee  in  alarm,  but  one  of  them  reassures  the  rest,  and  calls  out, 
'Dios,  y  Santa  Maria,  y  Sevilla.'  While  he  is  embraced  by  Tapia,  a  soldier 
rushes  to  announce  the  news  to  Cort^.  According  to  Gomara,  Hist.  Mtx. ,  20, 
it  is  meal-time  and  first  Sunday  in  Lent  when  the  news  of  a  canoe  with  four 
Indians  is  brought.  The  fleet  had  been  prevented  by  a  storm  from  Bailing 
on  theprevioos  day. 

li  This  was  a  conmion  form  of  Maya  hair-dress.  Bemal  Diaz,  Higt.  Vtrdad, , 
19,  and  some  others  describe  him  as  shorn  like  a  slave;  but  this  man  appears 
to  have  risen  from  that  condition.  He  gives  him  an  extra  pair  of  sandals, 
liAngJT^g  at  the  waist,  a  dilapidated  mantle  or  cloth-~called  a  net  by  Herrera — 
wherein  is  tied  a  thumbed  prayer-book,  and  upon  the  shoulder  he  places  an 
oar.  This  oar  is  brought  into  camp  by  almost  every  writer,  regardless  of  the 
fact  that  it  did  not  belong  to  him  and  could  no  longer  be  of  use.  Gomara, 
Hist.  Jtfex.,  20,  gives  him  bow  and  arrows.  Las  Casas,  HUt.  Ind,,  iv.  461, 
remarks  that  in  the  prayer-book  was  kept  an  account  of  time,  which  marked 
this  day  as  a  Wednesday,  while  it  really  was  Sunday. 
Han.  Msz.,  Vol.  L   6 
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lined  with  crimson.  He  asked  his  name,  and  the  man 
said  he  was  Ger6nimo  de  Aguilar,  ordained  in  minor 
orders,  a  native  of  Ecija,  and  relative  of  the  Licen- 
ciado  Marcos  de  Aguilar,  known  to  Cortes  in  Es- 
pafiola.  He  and  Gonzalo  Guerrero,  a  sailor  and  a 
native  of  Palos,  were  the  sole  survivors  of  the  ex- 
pedition which,  nearly  eight  years  before,  had  left 
Darien  for  Espafiola,  under  Valdivia,  whose  ship- 
wreck and  horrible  fate  I  have  elsewhere  detailed." 

If  backward  at  the  beginning  in  the  use  of  his  tongue, 
Aguilar  talked  well  enough  when  started,  giving  his 
thrilling  experiences  in  words  which  filled  his  hs- 
teners  with  amazement.  On  escaping  from  the  lord  of 
Maya,  who  had  eaten  Valdivia  and  the  others  with  the 
same  relish  that  the  Cyclops  ate  the  companions  of 
Ulysses,  the  survivors  threw  themselves  on  the  mercy 
of  a  neighboring  cacique  called  Ahkin  Xooc.  He  with 
his  successor,  Taxmar,  enslaved  them,  and  treated 
them  so  severely  that  all  died  but  himself  and  the 
sailor,  Guerrero.  There  is  a  law  of  relativity  which 
applies  to  happiness  and  misery,  no  less  than  to  mental 
and  physical  consciousness.  By  ways  widely  different 
these  two  men  had  saved  themselves;  the  former  by 
humiUty  and  chastity,  the  latter  by  boldness  and 
sensuality.  Securing  services  under  Nachan  Kan, 
cacique  of  Chetumal,  the  sailor  adopted  the  dress  and 
manners  of  the  people,  rapidly  rose  in  favor,  became 
the  chief  captain  of  his  master,  married  a  woman  of 
rank,  and  began  to  rear  a  dusky  race;  so  that  when 
the  messengers  of  Cortes  arrived  he  declined  to  be 
ransomed."  Then  blushing  beneath  his  tawny  skin 
the  sanctified  Aguilar  went  on  to  tell  of  his  own 
temptations  and  triumphs,  in  which  he  had  been  as 
lonely  as  was  Ethan  Brand  in  hugging'the  unpardon- 

^*  See  Hist.  Cent.  Am.,  i.  350,  this  series. 

'^  Agnilar  intimated  another  reason  why  Gnerrero  remained,  that  he  had 
taken  part  in  the  fights  against  C6rdoba  and  Grijalva  at  Potonchan,  which 
is  very  doubtful.  Then  it  is  said  that  his  face  was  tattooed  and  his  lips  tamed 
down,  and  when  Affuilar  besoncht  lum  to  go  the  children  clung  to  him,  and 
the  wife  first  begged,  and  then  tiireatened,  to  make  Aguilar  desist.  Cogolludo^ 
Hial,  Yucai/Mn,  23;  BemalDiaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  18-19;  Torquemada,  L  370l 
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able  sin.  So  sublime  had  been  his  patience  and  his 
piety  under  the  drudgery  at  first  put  upon  him,  that  he 
too  rose  in  the  estimation  of  his  master,  who  was  led 
to  entrust  him  with  more  important  matters.  For  in  all 
things  pertaining  to  flesh  and  spirit  he  acted  with  so 
much  conscientiousness  that  Taxmar ,  a  stranger  to  those 
who  loved  virtue  for  its  own  sake,  suspected  the  motives 
that  inspired  his  captives.  To  test  his  wonderful  in- 
tegrity, for  he  had  noticed  that  Aguilar  never  raised 
his  eyes  to  look  upon  a  woman,  Taxmar  once  sent 
him  for  fish  to  a  distant  station,  giving  him  as  sole 
companion  a  beautiful  girl,  who  had  been  instructed 
to  employ  all  her  arts  to  cause  the  Christian  to  break 
his  vow  of  continency.  Care  had  been  taken  that 
there  shoixld  be  but  one  hammock  between  them,  and 
at  night  she  bantered  him  to  occupy  it  with  her;  but 
stopping  liis  ears  to  the  voice  of  the  siren,  he  threw 
himself  upon  the  cold,  chaste  sands,  and  passed  the 
night  in  peaceful  dreams  beneath  the  songs  of  heaven.'® 
Cortes  smiled  somewhat  sceptically  at  this  and  like 
recitals,  wherein  the  sentiments  expressed  would  have 
done  honor  to  Scipio  Africanus;  nevertheless,  he  was 

1*  ThiB  10  in  subetance  the  adyentaresof  Aguilar,  as  related  at  length  in  ffer- 
rtra,  dec  IL  lib.  !▼.  cap.  ylL-Tiii.,  followed  by  Torqtiemada,  i.  370-72,  and  Cogol- 
hdo,  Hitt,  TttccUhan,  24-9,  and  prettily,  though  hastily,  elaborated  in  Irvmtfa 
Cohanlnu,  ill.  290-301,  and  other  modem  writers.     On  reaching  Catoche  and 
finding  Ordaz  gone,  he  proceeded  to  Cozomel,  in  the  hope  of  finding  some  of 
the  Spaniards.    '  £hnb  .Aguilar  estudiante  quando  passb  a  las  Indias,  y  hombre 
discreto,  y  por  esto  se  puede  creer  quaJquiera  cosa  del,'  concludes  Herrera, 
as  if  suspecting  that  the  version  may  be  questioned.    Prudence  is  shown  in  the 
care  witn  which  he  gradually  accustomed  himself  to  the  change  of  food  and 
habitsonagain  joining  the  Spaniards.  Peter  Martyr,  dec.  iv.  cap.  vi. ,  relatesthat 
Affuilar's  mother  became  insane  on  hearinff  that  ner  son  had  fallen  among  can- 
nibals— ^who  brought  her  the  news  it  is  hard  to  guess — and  whenever  she  beheld 
flesh  roasting,  loud  became  the  laments  for  his  sad  fate.    This  is  repeated  in 
Oomoro,  ffisL  Mex,,  22;  Martinez^  Hist,  Nat.  Niteva  Esp.,  ii.  xxiv.     Her- 
rera, who  cannot  avoid  mixinffin  all  the  romance  possible,  makes  him  search 
for  means  to  cross  the^strait.    Me  finds  at  last  a  leaky  canoe  half  bnried  in  the 
asnd,  and  in  this  frail  skifif  he  and  the  Indian  companionpresented  by  his  late 
master  managed  to  sain  the  island.    Others  give  him  Oort^'  messengers  for 
companions.     BemiJ  Diaz,  Jiiet.  Verdcui.,  18,  very  reasonably  permits  him  to 
hire  a  canoe  with  six  rowers,  for  he  has  beads  to  pay  for  it,  and  canoes  would 
not  be  wanting,  since  the  island  was  a  resort  for  pilgrims,  particularly  at  this 
very  time.     Mendieta,  ffigt,  JEeUs,,  175-76,  fails  not  to  recognize,  in  the  com- 
polsorv  retain  of  the  fleet  to  Gozumel,  and  in  the  finding  of  Aguilar,  the  hand 
of  Gk>a;  and  Torquemada,  i.  370,  eagerly  elaborates  the  miraculous  features  in 
the  iq;»pearanoe  of  this  Aaron,  who  is  to  be  the  mouth-piece  of  his  Moses. 
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exceedingly  glad  to  secure  this  man,  even  though  he 
had  been  a  little  less  chaste  and  brave  and  cunning 
than  he  represented  himself  to  be.  He  found  him 
not  only  useful  but  willing,  for  this  hiunble  holy  man 
was  a  great  fighter,  as  he  had  said,  and  was  very 
ready  to  lead  ttie  Spaniards  against  his  late  master, 
though  pledged  to  peace  and  friendliness. 

Early  in  March^^  the  fleet  again  sailed,  and  after 
taking  shelter  from  a  gale  behind  Punta  de  las  Mu- 
jeres  for  one  or  two  days,  passed  round  Catoche  and 
along  the  Yucatan  coast,  hugging  the  shore  to  note 
its  features,  and  sending  forth  a  growl  of  revenge 
on  passing  Potonchan.  jBoca  de  T^rminos  was  now 
reached,  whither  Escobar  had  been  sent  in  advance 
to  explore,  and  within  the  entrance  of  a  Uttle  harbor, 
to  which  a  boat's  crew  was  guided  by  blazings,  a 
letter  was  foimd,  hidden  in  a  tree,  from  which  cir- 
cumstance the  harbor  was  named  Puerto  Escondido. 
The  letter  reported  a  good  harbor,  surrounded  by 
rich  lands  abounding  in  game;  and  soon  after  the 
fleet  met  the  exploring  vessel,  and  learned  of  the  im- 

{xortant  acquisition  to  the  expedition  in  Grijalva'a 
ost  dog.**  Off  Rio  de  Tabasco  the  fleet  came  to 
anchor,  and  the  pilots  knowing  the  bar  to  be  low, 
only  the  smaller  vessels  entered  the  river.  Remem- 
bering the  friendly  reception  accorded  Grijalva,  the 
Spaniards  were  surprised  to  find  the  banks  fined  with 
hostile  bands,  forbidding  them  to  land.  Cortes  there- 
fore encamped  at  Punta  de  los  Palmares,  on  an  island 
about  half  a  league  up  the  river  from  the  mouth,  and 

''  Bemal  Diaz  says  the  4th,  which  ia  rather  close  reckoning,  aooordinff  tc 
his  own  account,  for  two  days  are  required  to  reach  Cozumel  from  Cape  SajD 
Antonio,  nine  days  are  consumed  bv  Ordaz  in  waiting  for  the  captives,  and 
four  days  for  repairing  £scalante*s  leaky  vessel.  This  alone  brines  ns  frcnr 
February  18th,  the  date  of  leavmg  Cape  San  Antonio,  to  March  5Ui,  withonl 
counting  a  probable  day  or  two  for  preparing,  starting,  and  returning. 

'°  A  greyhound  bitch,  really  of  great  service  to  the  hunters.  Bemal  I>iaz, 
Hist,  Verdad,,  20,  starts  Escobar  from  Punta  de  las  Mujeres.  Vetcmcvrt 
TecUro  Mex,,  Pt.  ill.  112.  CogoUudo,  Hisi.  Yucaihan,  29,  while  adopting  oi 
hearsay  the  more  general  supposition  that  a  missing  vessel  is  f  oimd  here,  f  olK>wi 
Diaz  in  the  account  of  the  exploring  vessel.  Gomara,  Hist,  i/ex.,  25-6,  anc 
Herrera,  dec.  ii  lib.  iv.  cap.  xi ,  evidently  attributes  the  name  Escondido  U 
the  finding  of  the  missing  vesseL 
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not  far  from  the  capital  of  the  Nonohualcas,  a  large 
town  of  adobe  and  stone  buildings  on  the  opposite 
mainland,  protected  by  a  heavy  stockade.** 

In  answer  to  a  demand  for  water,  the  natives  there- 
about pointed  to  the  river;  as  for  food,  they  would 
bring  some  on  the  morrow.  Cortes  did  not  like  the 
appearance  of  things;  and  when,  during  the  night, 
they  began  to  remove  their  women  and  children  from 
the  town,  he  saw  that  his  work  must  begin  here. 
More  men  and  arms  were  landed  on  the  island,  and 
Avila  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  mainland  with 
one  hundred  men,  gain  the  rear  of  the  town,  and 
attack  at  a  given  signal.^  In  the  morning  a  few 
canoes  arrived  at  the  island  with  scanty  provisions, 
all  that  could  be  obtained,  the  natives  said;  and 
further  than  this,  the  Spaniards  must  leave :  if  they 
attempted  to  penetrate  the  interior,  they  would  be 
cut  off  to  a  man.  Cortes  answered  that  his  duty  to 
the  great  king  he  served  required  him  to  examine  the 
country  and  barter  for  supplies.  Entering  the  vessels, 
he  ordered  them  to  advance  toward  the  town ;  and  in 
the  presence  of  the  royal  notary,  Diego  de  Godoy,  he 
made  a  final  appeal  for  peace,  as  reqmred  by  Spanish 
law,  casting  upon  the  natives  the  blame  for  the 
consequences  of  their  refusal.     The  reply  came  in 

^  Mille   qningentorom  passumn,  ait  Alaminus  nanclerus,  et  domorma 

qniiique  ae  viginti  millium egregie  lapidibus  et  calce  fabrefectse.*  Petar 

Martyr,  De  Iruvlia,  14.  'A  poco  mas  de  media  legna  que  subian  por  el, 
(river)  vieron  vn  cran  paeblo  con  las  casas  de  adoues  y  los  tejados  de  paja,  el 
qnal  estaoa  cercaao  de  madera,  con  bien  gruessa  pared  y  almenas,  y  troneras 
para  flecbar. '  Halls  and  temples  are  also  referred  to :  '  Mas  no  tiene  vegente 
y  cinco  mil  cajsas.*  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  26-37.  'Punta  de  los  Palmares 
[where  Grijalva  also  camjped],  que  estaya  del  pueblo  de  Tabasco  otro  medi& 
leffua.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad.,  20.  Montanus,  Nieuwe  Weertldy  77, 
foUowB  Gomara  and  Martyr,  in  calling  the  pueblo  Potonchan ;  so  does  Helps, 
Spwi,  C(mq.t  ii.  260-4,  who  frequently  reveals  the  superficiality  of  his  re- 
searches. Brasseur  de  Bourbourg  calls  it  Centla.  nisi.  Nat.  Oiv.^  iv.  58. 
The  stockade  defences  are  describid  in  detail  in  SoliSy  Hist.  Mex.,  i.  93-4. 

**  *  Mand6  poner  en  cada  vn  batel  tres  tiros.'  Avila  received  one  hundred 
soldiers,  incluaing  ten  cross-bowmen,  and  took  a  route  leading  across  creeks 
and  marshes  to  the  rear  of  the  pueblo.    Bernal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  20. 


'Sefialo  Cort^  dos  capitanes  con  cada  cienticinquento  EspatLoles.  Que  fueron 
Alonso  di  Anila,  y  Pedro  de  Aluarado.  *  A  ford  was  found  half  a  lea^e  above 
the  camp.  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  27;  Peter  Martyr,  dec.  iv.  cap.  vii.,  sends 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men  by  diiSerent  routes.  The  testimony  favors  the 
mppoeition  that  Avila  forded  the  river. 
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the  form  of  yells,  mingled  with  the  noise  of  conchs, 
trumpets,  and  drums,  and  a  shower  of  arrows.  The 
Spaniards  drove  their  prows  forward  into  the  mud. 
The  Indians  crowded  round  in  canoes  to  prevent  their 
landing.  A  well  directed  volley  at  once  cleared  the 
way,  and  notified  Avila  to  attack.  Panic-stricken  at 
the  strangeness  and  suddenness  of  it  all,  the  natives 
fell  back,  but  rallied  at  the  call  of  their  leaders,  and 
poured  a  shower  of  arrows  on  the  Spaniards  as  they 
threw  themselves  into  the  water  to  wade  ashore, 
receiving  them  at  the  point  of  their  lances  as  they 
reached  the  bank.  Tabasco's  men  were  powerful  and 
brave.  The  charge  of  cowardice  had  been  flung  at 
them  by  their  neighbors  for  having  been  friendly  with 
the  Spaniards  on  former  occasions,  and  they  were  now 
determined  to  vindicate  their  character  for  courage. 
Once  on  solid  ground  the  Spaniards  rang  their  battle- 
cry  of  "Sus,  Santiago,  i  ellos!"  Up,  Santiago,  and 
at  them!  and  drove  the  enemy  within  the  stockade. 
A  breach  was  quickly  made,  and  the  defenders  chased 
some  distance  up  the  streets,  where  they  made  a  stand, 
shouting  ' '  La,  la,  calachoni ! "  Strike  at  the  chief !  At 
this  juncture  Avila  appeared.  The  natives  saw  the 
day  was  lost  to  them,  and  they  turned  and  fled. 
The  Spaniards  did  not  pursue  very  far,  but  halted  in 
an  open  space,  where  three  stately  temples  invited  to 
pillage,  though  little  was  found  worth  taking,  except 
some  maize  and  fowl.  During  the  action  eighteen 
Indians  were  killed  and  fourteen  Spaniards  wounded." 
In  the  formal  taking  of  possession  which  followed,  it 
was  noticed  by  those  present  that  mention  of  the 
name  of  Velazquez  was  significantly  omitted.^ 

^  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  20,  estimates  that  twelve  thousand  warriors 
defended  the  town.  He  himself  received  a  wound  in  the  thi^h.  Gomara, 
Hist.  Mtx.y  20,  leaves  onlv  four  hundred  in  charge  of  the  place.  Peter 
Martyr,  dec.  iy.  cap.  vii.,  allows  the  horses  to  share  in  the  battle,  and  placet 
the  warriors  at  four  thousand.  Las  Casas,  HiiL  Ind.^  iv.  474,  exaggerates, 
of  course,  the  Spanish  excesses,  but  without  giving  de6nite  statements. 

^'  'Intetaba  nacer  lo  que  despues  hizo,'  says  Vetancvrt,  Tealro  Mex.,  pt.  iii. 
112,  in  reference  to  the  later  effected  independence  of  Velazquez.  The  mocle 
of  taking  possession  is  thus  described:  Advancing  with  drawn  sword  and 
diield  to  a  large  oeiba-tree  in  the  court-yard,  Cortes  struck  it  three  times,  and 
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Next  morning  Alvarado  and  Francisco  de  Lugo, 
each  with  one  hundred  men,  were  sent  by  different 
ways  to  reconnoitre  and  forage,  with  orders  to  return 
before  daxk.^  Melchor,  on  being  called  to  accompany 
one  of  them,  was  missing.  !rresently  his  clothes 
were  discovered  hanging  on  a  tree,  indicating  that  he 
had  gone  over  to  the  enemy.  Lugo  had  advanced 
not  more  than  a  league  when,  near  a  town  called 
Centla,  he  encountered  a  large  body  of  warriors,  who 
attacked  him  fiercely  and  drove  him  back  toward  the 
camp.  Alvarado  had  meanwhile  been  turned  by  an 
estuary  from  his  course  and  in  the  direction  of  Lugo. 
Hearing  the  noise  of  battle  he  hastens  to  the  assist- 
ance of  Lugo,  only  to  be  likewise  driven  back  by  the 
ever  increasing  hosts,  and  not  until  Cortes  came  to 
the  rescue  with  two  guns  did  the  enemy  retire.^ 
The  result,  according  to  Bernal  Diaz,  was  two  of 
Lugo's  men  killed  and  eleven  wounded,  while  fifteen 
Indians  fell  and  three  were  captured. 

Nor  did  the  matter  rest  here.  The  captives  told 
Cortes  that  Tabasco,  concerned  at  the  arrival  of  so 
large  a  fleet  which  augured  hostile  occupation,  had 
aroused  the  province,  the  assembled  chiefs  being  also 
urged  by  Melchor  to  manfully  expel  the  invaders,  as 

announced  that  he  took  possession  for  the  king,  and  would  defend  his  riffht 
against  all  coiners.  The  soldiers  thereupon  shouted  their  improval,  declaring 
that  they  would  sustain  their  captain  in  his  challenge.  Bemai  Diaz,  Hist, 
Verdad.y  21.  Zamacois  compares  this  form  with  others  used  elsewhere. 
Hist,  M^j,,  X.  988. 

»  The  Carta  del  Avuni.  de  Vera  Crttz,  in  CorUs,  Cartas,  16,  refers  to  a 
•certain  intercourse  held  with  natives ;  on  the  third  day  the  exploring  parties 
start,  lliia  intercourse  is  spoken  of  by  Gknnara,  Hist.  Mex.,  30,  as  the  visit 
<A  twenty  leading  men  to  promise  food  and  presents,  but  r^ly  to  spy.  The 
Spaniarda  were  encouraged  to  enter  the  interior  to  barter  food.  Torquemada, 
i.  374;  BemcU  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad.,  21.  Alvarado,  Avila,  and  Sandoval  are 
aent,  each  with  eighty  Spaniards  and  some  Cuban  carriers,  to  explore  by  three 
routes,  and  to  get  supplies  for  payment  only.  GoTnara,  Hist.  Mex.,  31; 
Herrera,  dec.  ii.  Ub.  iv.  cap.  xi.  Three  parties  sent  out.  Tapia,  JRelacum, 
in  fccabalcetay  Col,  Doe.,  ii  559.  Four  captains  sent,  with  over  two  hundred 
men.  Carta  Affunt,,\oc.  cit. 

**  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  31,  states  that  one  of  the  captains  took  refuge  in 
a  building  in  Centla  town,  and  was  there  joined  by  the  other  two.  All 
three  now  retreat  to  camp,  whither  two  fleet  Cubans  run  for  aid.  Herrera, 
Torquemada,  and  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg  follow  him.  Before  Cort^  set  out» 
says  Cogollado,  Hist,  Tueathan,  32,  he  had  repelled  an  attack  on  his  own 
«Mnp. 
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the  people  of  Potonchan  had  done.  To  depart  now 
would  leave  a  stain  upon  the  generalship  of  Cortes  in 
the  eyes  of  both  Spaniards  and  Indians  such  as  wa» 
not  to  be  thought  of  There  must  be  a  battle  fought 
and  won.  To  this  end  all  the  horses,  cross-bows,  fire- 
locks, and  guns  were  brought  on  shore.  Thirteen  of 
the  best  horsemen*'  were  selected  to  form  a  cavalry 
corps  under  the  leadership  of  Cortes.  The  horses 
were  provided  with  poitrels  having  bells  attached,  and 
the  riders  were  to  charge  the  thick  of  the  enemy  and 
strike  at  the  face.  Ordaz  was  made  chief  of  infantry 
and  artillery,  the  latter  being  in  special  charge  of 
Mesa.^®  In  order  both  to  surprise  the  enemy  and 
secure  good  ground  for  the  cavalry,  Cortes  resolved  to 
advance  at  once  on  Centla.  It  was  annunciation 
day,  the  25th  of  March,  when  the  army  left  camp  and 
stood  before  Centla,  in  the  midst  of  broad  maize  and 
cocoa  fields,  intersected  by  irrigation  ditches.  The 
enemy  were  ready,  their  dark  forms  appearing  in  the 
distance  under  an  agitated  sea  of  glistening  iztli.  The 
cavalry  now  made  a  detour  to  gain  their  rear,  while 
the  infantry  marched  straight  on.^  Formidable  as 
was  in  truth  the  Spanish  army,  the  unsophisticated 
natives  made  light  of  it,  and  came  gayly  forward  to- 
the  combat  in  five  squadrons,  of  eight  thousand 
warriors  each,**  as  Bemal  Diaz  says,  "  all  in  flowing^ 
plumes,  with  faces  painted  in  red,  white,  and  black,, 
sounding  drums  and  trumpets,  and  flourishing  lances 

*^  *  S^nalo  treze  de  acauallo,'  who  are  named  as  Olid,  Alyarado,  Pnertocar- 
rero,  Escalante,  Montejo,  Ayila,  Velazquez  de  Leon,  Morla,  Ldres  the  good 
horseman  to  distinguish  him  from  another  Ldres,  Gonzalo  Dominguez,  Moron 
of  Bazamo,  and  Pedro  Gonzalez  of  Trujillo,  Cort^  being  the  thirteenth. 
Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad. ,  22 ;  Solis,  Hist,  Mex. ,  i.  106,  says  fifteen  horses,  but^ 
in  the  Carta  del  AyuiU.  de  V,  Cruz,  in  Cortia,  Cartas,  16,  the  number  de- 
creases to  ten. 

^^  Gomara  says  the  force  mustered  500  men,  13  horses  and  6  guns ;  Her  - 
rera,  400  men  and  12  horses.     The  alf^rez  was  Antonio  de  Villaroel. 

'^  This  was  a  favorite  movement  of  Cort<5s,  and  as  such  Tapia  and  the  Carta 
del  Ayunt,  de  V.  Cruz  accept  it,  while  Benial  Diaz  and  most  writers  state 
that  the  swampy  ground  required  a  circuit. 

3^  An  estimate  based  probably  upon  the  strength  of  the  re^lar  Aztec 
XiquipUli,  with  which  the  conquerors  were  soon  to  become  acquamted.  See 
Native  BaceSj  ii.  425.  Tapia  even  raises  the  number  to  six  squadrons.  Hela^ 
don,  in  Icazbalceta,  Col.  Doc.,  ii.  560. 
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and  shields,  two-handed  swords,  fire-hardened  darts, 
and  slings,  and  every  man  protected  by  an  armor  of 
quilted  cotton."  They  would  encircle  these  impujlent 
interlopers,  and  did  they  not  fall  fainting  beneath  their 
brave  yells  and  savage  music,  they  would  crush  them 
like  flies.  And  by  way  of  beginning,  they  sent  forth 
a  cloud  of  arrows,  stones,  and  charred  darts,  wounding 
many  and  killing  one,  a  soldier  named  Saldana.  The 
Spaniards  answered  with  their  cross-bows  and  fire- 
locks, and  mowed  the  packed  masses  with  their  can- 
non. The  soft  soil  and  ditches  were  less  to  the  agile 
Indian  than  to  the  heavily  accoutred  Spaniard. 

It  adds  nothing  to  the  honor  of  Spanish  arms  to 
throw  in  at  this  juncture  a  miracle  to  terrify  the 
already  half-paralyzed  Indians,  who  might  otherwise 
prove  too  strong  for  their  steel-clad  assailants;  but 
the  records  compel  me.  While  in  the  dire  embrace 
of  heathen  hordes,  midst  thrust  and  slash  and  crash 
of  steel  and  stone,  the  enemy  hewn  down  and  driven 
back  only  to  give  place  to  thrice  the  number,  behold, 
upon  a  gray -spotted  steed,  a  heavenly  horseman 
appeared,  and  from  a  slight  eminence  overlooking  the 
bloody  field  he  frowned  confusion  on  the  foe.  The 
heathen  warriors  were  stricken  powerless,  enabling 
the  Spaniards  to  form  anew;  but  when  the  horseman 
vanished,  the  Indians  rallied.  Thrice,  with  the  same 
effect,  the  awful  apparition  came  and  went.'^     Then 

*^  Ck>rt^,  on  coming  up  and  being  told  of  this,  shouted,  '  Onward,  com- 
nmions!  God  is  with  us  I'  Bdacion,  in  IcaxbcUceta,  Col.  Doc.,  ii.  559-60. 
Gomara,  who  fervently  adopts  the  story,  states  that  the  rider  was  one  of  th& 
apostles,  in  the  person  of  Morla.  'Todos  dixeron,  que  vieron  por  tres  vezes  al 
del  caoallo  racio  picado....y  que  era  Santiago  nuestro  patron.     Fernando 

Cort^  ^'^  qneria  que  fuessesan  redro,  su  especial  auogado aun  tambien  los 

Indies  lo  notaron De  los  prisioneros  que  se  tomaro  se  supo  esto.*  Ui^, 

Jfex.,  32-3.  Pizarro  y  Orellfuia,  Varonft  llvslres,  72-3,  gives  ai^guments  to 
show  that  it  oonld  have  been  none  other  than  Santiago,  as  the  patron  of  Span- 
iaids.  After  a  struggle  with  his  pious  fears,  BemalDiaz  ventures  to  observe 
that  Gk>nuura.niay  be  right,  but  'I,  unworUiy  sinner,  was  not  graced  to  see 
either  of  those  glorious  apostles.'  Testimony  was  taJcen  about  the  battle, 
and  had  this  occurred  it  would  have  been  spoken  of.  '  I  say  that  our  vie- 
tory  was  by  the  hand  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  for  in  that  battle  the  Indians 
were  so  numerous  that  they  could  have  buried  us  with  handfuls  of  earth.  * 
Hi$t,  Verdad.,  22-3.  Las  dasas  scouts  the  story  as'  a  fabrication  of  Cortes, 
written  down  by  *  his  servant  Gomara, '  in  *  his  false  history. '  Hisi.  Ind. ,  iv.  477> 
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there  were  horsemen  indeed,  more  real  to  the  Span- 
iards, but  none  the  less  spectral  to  the  Indians.  They 
had  been  detained  by  the  marshes  intervening;  and 
now,  with  swords  and  helmets  glittering,  they  rose 
in  the  enemy's  rear,  and  midst  clang  of  arms  and 
shouts  of  Santiago  y  San  Pedro,  they  threw  them- 
selves with  terrible  effect  upon  him.  What  could 
the  Indians  do?  Those  that  were  not  trampled  or 
cut  to  death  turned  and  fled,  and  the  Spaniards  pos- 
sessed the  field.  "And  this  was  the  first  preaching 
of  the  gospel  in  New  Spain,  by  Cortes,''  remarks  the 
caustic  Las  Casas.** 

The  Spaniards  drew  up  at  a  grove  to  return  thanks 
for  this  great  victorv.  A  large  number  of  the  enemy 
were  slain.  Sixty  of  their  own  number  were  wounded, 
and  two  lay  dead;  eight  horses  had  been  scratched, 
and  their  wounds  were  cauterized  and  anointed  with 
the  fat  of  dead  Indians."    On  returning  to  camp  two 

"  The  bishop  forgets  the  sermon  before  the  idols  cast  down  at  Cocumel. 

''  Two  Spaniards  fell,  and  over  800  Indians  lay  dead,  so  said  their  oonntry- 
men.  Bernal  Diaz,  J  fist.  Verdad,,  22-3.  Over  70  Spaniards  were  wounded, 
and  more  than  300  Indians  were  slain  in  the  pursuit  alone.  Over  100  men 
fell  sick  from  heat  and  bad  water,  but  all  recovered.  Oomara,  IIi8t.Mex.y  33. 
Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  iv.  cap.  xi. ,  allows  no  killed  among  the  Spaniards,  while 
over  1000  Indians  are  laid  low.  Torquemada,  i,  375.  Three  Spamards  are 
killed  and  60  wounded.  Vetaficvrt^  TecUro  Mex.,  pt.  iii  113.  The  Ayunta- 
miento  of  Vera  Cruz,  in  its  letter  to  the  Emperor,  10  July,  1519,  for  obvious 
reasons  lowers  the  figures  to  twenty  wounded  Spaniards,  of  whom  none  died, 
and  to  220  dead  Indians,  out  of  40,000  engaged.  CorUs,  Cariaa,  17.  Finally 
comes  Las  Casas  with  the  other  extreme  of  30,000  souls,  said  to  have  been 
cruelly  slaughtered  in  this  first  great  battle  of  Cort^  Hitt.  Ind.,  iv.  477. 
Quite  a  list  of  misdeeds  are  here  raked  up,  or  invented  rather,  against 
the  Spaniards  in  the  Weat-Indische  Spieghel,  Amsterdam,  1624,  a  curious  little 

2uarto,  designed  for  Dutch  traders  in  America,  and  dedicated  to  their  West 
Qdia  Company.  The  author  is  called  Athanasium  Inga.  *  Penioen,  uyt  Cubco 
gheboren,  die  dit  alles,  soo  door  onder  vindinghe  als  door  transpoeitie  en  overset 
tinghe  sijnder  Voor-Ouderen,  hier  te  Lande  ons  overghedraghen  heeft,'  »y» 
Wachter,  in  the  preface.  The  volume  opens  with  a  lengthy  description  of  the 
Antilles,  but  the  remaining  text  is  wholly  devoted  to  the  Spuiish  colonies  on  the 
main,  mingled  without  oraer,  and  interspersed  with  special  chapters  on  navi- 
gation and  coast  routes  for  the  benefit  of  traders.  B^de  the  usual  descrip- 
tion of  physical  and  political  geography,  with  particular  reference  to  natoisl 
resources  and  aboriginal  customs,  several  vova^es  are  desciibed,  mainly  to 
point  out  sailing  directions  and  the  progress  of  discovery,  while  the  conquest 
period  is  told  with  some  minuteness,  but  garbled  with  the  idea  of  exposuw 
the  avarice  and  cruelty  of  the  hated  Spaniards.  This  is  also  the  o^ect  of 
nearly  all  the  neatly  engraved  copper-plates.  The  map  extends  Hudson 
Bay  very  close  to  the  Pacific  coast,  where  a  faintly  outlined  strait  is  visible 
aome  distance  above  Califomia  Island.    The  part  relatiiig  to  Mexico,  Loclnd- 
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of  five  captives,  leading  men,  were  sent  with  presents 
to  the  cacique  to  represent  the  danger  of  further  hos- 
tility, and  to  propose  a  council  of  peace.    Tabasco  was 
very  readjr  to  lay  down  arms,  and  he  sent  a  propitia- 
tory offering  of  fowl,  fried  fish,  and  maize  bread  by 
messengers  with  blackened  faces  and  dressed  in  rags. 
Cortes  answered  with  a  reprimand,  "Tell  your  master, 
if  he  desires  peace  he  must  sue  for  it,  and  not  send 
slaves/'    Tabasco  hastened  to  comply,  and  sent  imme- 
diately to  Cortds  an  embassy  of  forty  chiefs,  richly 
clad  and  walking  in  stately  procession,  followed  by  a 
file  of  slaves  bearing  presents.     Low  bowing  before 
the  bearded  assembly,  and  swinging  before  them  the 
censer  in  token  of  reverence,  the  ambassador  implored 
pardon,  and  profiered  submission.    "  The  blame  is  all 
your  own,**  said  Cortes,  with  severity.     The  Indians 
acquiesced,  though  it  puzzled  them  to  know  for  what 
they  were  to  blame.     Cortes  further  informed  them 
that   the  great  king,  his  master,  had  sent  him  to 
scatter  blessings,  if  they  were  found  deserving;  if  not, 
to  let  loose  upon  them  the  caged  Ughtning  and  the 
thunder  which  he  carried.    Whereat  the  gun  charged 
for  the   occasion  was  fired,  and  as  the  noise  rever- 
berated   over  the  hills  and  the  ball  went  crashing 
through  the  trees,  the  Indians   fell   prostrate  with 
fear,  and  the  noble  Europeans  were  proud  of  their 
superiority. 

Reassured  against  further  punishment,  the  next 
trick  played  upon  them  was  to  tie  a  mare  in  the 
bushes  in  sight  of  a  stalhon  which  they  paraded  be- 
fore their  visitors;  and  when  he  neighed  and  reared 
and  plunged  to  get  to  his  mate,  the  natives  were  told 
that  the  great  beast  was  angry  because  of  the  peace 
that  was  being  made,  and  oiuy  further  gifts  would 
pacify  him. 

inff  some  brief  referenceB  to  Central  America,  occupies  about  one  third  of  the 
vofome,  and  treats  chiefly  of  the  Conquest.  The  book  is  remarkable  for  its 
black-letter  text,  with  marginals  in  the  same  type,  and  for  its  title-page,  with 
the  figures  of  *  Montenchuma  *  and  *Atabaliba  surroimded  by  battle-scenes 
and  T^HiJMi  industrial  operations. 
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On  the  following  morning  Tabasco  presented  him- 
self in  person,  attended  by  a  large  retinue,  and  bring- 
ing presents,  among  which  were  some  gold  ornaments 
of  little  value  and  twenty  female  slaves.  The  terms 
dictated  by  Cortes  were  that  they  should  return  their 
women  and  children  to  the  village  within  two  days,  in 
token  of  their  good  faith,  and  that  the  treacherous 
Melchor  should  oe  delivered  up.  But  the  unfortunate 
interpreter  had  already  suffered  death  in  return  for  his 
bad  advice.  It  was  useless  to  demand  gold,  for  there 
was  little  or  none  here.  So  they  proceeded  at  once 
to  expound  the  doctrines  of  their  faith;  to  lay  before 
them  the  truths  of  the  gospel  which  they  had  come 
so  far  to  bring.  An  altar  was  erected  in  the  chief 
temple  on  which  was  placed  a  large  cross.  From  this 
altar  Father  Olmedo  preached  to  the  natives,  and 
here  were  baptized  the  first  converts  to  the  church 
in  New  Spain,  consisting  of  the  twenty  female  slaves, 
who  were  afterward  distributed  among  the  leaders. 
Then  followed  the  ceremonial  tender  of  allegiance  by 
the  chiefs  of  Tabasco's  province  to  the  Spanish  king^ 
and  the  formal  naming  of  the  large  town,  which  was 
called  Santa  Maria  de  la  Victoria,  in  commemoration 
of  the  victory.** 

Palm  Sunday  being  at  hand,  it  was  resolved  to 
celebrate  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  further  impress 
the  natives.  Attired  in  their  most  brightly  colored 
garments,  with  palms  in  their  hands  and  banners  aloft^ 

•*  *  Y  pusose  nombre  a  aquel  pueblo,  Santa  Maria  de  la  Vitoria,  h  assi  ae 
llama  agora  la  villa  de  Tabasco.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad.,  24,     •Potan- 

chanum  dicitur  ab  accolU  oppidum Victoriam  nostri  appellarunt.  *  I^et^r 

Martyr,  De  bisvlis,  14;  copied  in  Oomara,  Hist.  Mtx.,  36.  Referring  to  the 
battle  of  Centla,  Claviffero  writes:  *  e  per  memoria  vi  fondarono  poi  una  pic- 
cola  cittJi  col  nome  delU  Madonna  delta  Vittoria,  la  quale  su  per  lunffo  tempo 

la  capitale  di  quella  Provincia Si  spopolb  del  tutto  verso  la  metii  del  secolo 

passato.  *  A  later  foundation  received  tne  name  of  Villahermosa.  Storia,  Mem. , 
mTll,  This  is  based  on  a  statement  by  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  22,  and 
to  reconcile  this  with  the  note  above,  it  must  be  supposed  that  the  Nonohualca 
capital  was  removed  to  the  site  of  the  battle-field  when  the  Spaniards  settled. 
Other  authors  eiUier  confound  the  points  or  avoid  them  by  a  vague  reference. 
Victoria  was  founded  by  Cort^  in  1619.  Alcedo,  Die,  v.  305.  It  is  strange 
that  the  chief  town  is  not  referred  to  under  its  native  name,  for  Potonchan 
is  evidently  a  mistaJLC  by  Peter  Martyr. 
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the  Spaniards  marched  in  solemn  procession,  to  har- 
monious chants,  about  the  temple;  and  when  these 
doughty  men  of  war  humbled  themselves  before  the 
Bymbols  of  their  faith,  the  wondering  heathen  thought 
that  great  indeed  must  be  the  god  worshipped  by- 
such  beings.  After  commending  the  sacred  emblems 
to  the  care  of  the  chiefs,  with  a  promise  to  send  holy- 
men  to  teach  them  the  true  faith,  and  with  assurances 
of  royal  protection,  the  Spaniards  bade  the  Nonohual- 
cas  farewell,  and  were  shortly  on  their  way  again. 

Keeping  close  to  the  shore  for  purposes  of  observa- 
tion, the  several  places  observed  and  named  by  Grijalva 
were  pointed  out  to  Cortes  and  commented  upon  by 
those  who  had  accompanied  the  former  expedition. 
Certain  of  the  new  captains  took  umbrage  at  this 
assumption  of  superior  knowledge,  accompanied  by 
liberal  proflFers  of  advice ;  and  one  of  them,  the  polished 
Puertocarrero,  broke  out  in  a  strain  of  pleasant  sar- 
casm. "  It  seems  to  me,  seflor,"  he  said,  taking  the 
incidents  of  a  well-known  romance  for  his  text,  "as 
if  these  gentlemen  would  enlighten  you,  in  the  words 
of  the  father  of  Montesinos : 

Behold  France,  Montesinos; 
Behold  Paris,  the  city; 
Behold  the  waters  of  Douro, 
Where  they  fall  into  the  sea! 

Now  I  would  humbly  suggest  that  your  worship 
yourself  should  seek  out  rich  lands  and  learn  to 
govern  them  wisely."  Catching  the  significance  of 
the  words,  Cortes  replied:  "Let  God  only  grant  sue 
cess  to  our  arms,  as  he  did  to  Paladin  Koldan,  and 
with  such  gentlemen  as  yourself  to  aid  me  I  shall  well 
know  what  to  do." 

Gliding  past  islas  Blanca  and  Verde,  the  fleet 
anchored  behind  San  Juan  de  Ulua  late  on  Thursday 
in  passion  week. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

WHAT  MONTEZUMA  THOUGHT  OF  IT. 
Home  op  Mexican  Civilization — ^The  Border  Land  op  Sataoism — Con- 

PIOURATION  op  the  COUNTRY— ThE  NaHUAS  AND  THE  MaTAS — ^TOLTBCS, 
CmCHIMEGS,  AND  AZTECS — ^THE  VaLLEY  OP  MeXIOO— CiVIL  POLITY  OF" 

THE  Aztecs — King  Ahfitzoti/— Montezuma  Made  Emperor— Charac- 
ter OF  THE  Man — His  Career— The  First  Appearing  of  the  Span- 
iards NOT  Unknown  to  Montezuma — The  Quetzalcoatl  Myth — 
Departure  of  the  Fair  God — Signs  and  Omens  conceriono  his  Re 
turn — The  Coming  op  the  Spaniards  Mistaken  for  the  Fulfh.mxnt' 
OF  THE  Prophecy — The  Door  Opened  to  the  Inyader. 

Before  entering  upon  the  crusade  which  was  sa 

{)ainfully  to  affect  the  destinies  of  this  vast  interior, 
et  us  cast  a  brief  glance  upon  the  country  and  its^ 
inhabitants,  and  particulariy  on  that  idiosyncrasy  of 
the  aboriginal  mind  which  opened  the  door  to  the 
invaders.  The  first  two  subjects  are  fully  treated  in 
the  first,  second,  and  fifth  volumes  of  my  Native  Races 
of  the  Pacific  States  to  which  I  would  refer  the  reader^ 
being  able  here  to  give  only  an  outline  of  what  in 
detail  is  an  exceedingly  interesting  phase  of  indigenous 
development. 

This  development  awoke  to  consciousness  in  the 
forms  of  the  Nahua  and  Maya  civilizations,  the  former 
occupying  the  northern  portion  of  that  tropical  table- 
land which  rises  to  salubrious  heights  between  latitudes 
22°  and  11°,  and  the  latter  the  southern  portions. 
Round  the  opaque  lowland  edges  of  this  heaven-en- 
Ughtened  interior  the  mind  of  man  seemed  also  dark 
and  low,  dwarfed  by  sandy  sweeps,  or  overshadowed 
by  redundant  foUage ;  yet  it  was  not  altogether  free 
from  the  influence  of  its  neighbors,  for  the  people  of 
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the  tierras  cdlientes  bordering  this  elevation  were 
fiirther  removed  from  savagism  than  their  more 
northern  and  southern  brethren.  The  valley  of 
Mexico,  the  Andhuac  of  the  Aztecs,  was  situated 
between  the  two  principal  ranges,  the  Pacific  branch 
and  the  Atlantic  branch  of  the  Sierra  Madre,  under 
which  name  the  great  cordillera  here  presents  itself, 
coming  in  from  the  north-west,  flattening  near  the 
centre,  and  reuniting  before  reaching  Tehuantepec. 
Eventually  Andhuac  overspreads  the  whole  plateau. 
Cross  the  continent  on  the  nineteenth  parallel  and 
you  will  reach  the  greatest  elevation  and  see  the 
highest  mountains  in  this  vicinity.  Indeed,  from  the 
plain  of  Puebla,  whereabout  lay  the  walled  town  of 
Tlascala,  you  may  take  in  Popocatepetl,  Iztaccihuatl, 
and  Orizaba  at  one  view.  Within  seventy  leagues 
from  Vera  Cruz  inland,  through  the  temperate  vSley 
of  Orizaba,  you  may  pass  from  a  region  of  palms  to  a 
region  of  pines.  The  plains  of  Tabasco,  upon  whose 
border  we  have  already  landed  and  fought  our  battle, 
form  the  north-eastern  part  of  the  broad  isthmus 
valley  of  Tehuantepec.  This  is  bordered  on  the  south 
by  the  sierra  connecting  the  elevation  of  Andhuac 
with  the  table-land  of  Guatemala,  whose  western 
decUvity  breaks  into  parallel  wooded  ridges  running 
due  south-west.  North  of  Anihuac  the  surface  settles 
into  wide  plains  between  short  sierras,  until  monot- 
onous quietude  is  attained  in  the  prairies  of  Texas^ 
and  New  Mexico.  Crossing  the  isthmus  of  Tehuan- 
tepec at  a  diminished  altitude  the  cordillera  rises 
again  and  stretches  out  into  the  broad  and  lofty 
ranges  of  Central  America,  where  the  Maya  nations 
made  their  home. 

Earliest  among  the  Nahua  nations  to  stand  forth 
upon  the  mythic  record  are  the  Toltecs,  whose  first 
supremacy  in  Andhuac  is  placed  in  the  sixth  century. 
Endowed  by  tradition  with  a  culture  surpassing  that 
of  their  successors,  the  halo  surrounding  their  name 
has  been  kept  bright  by  monuments,  such  as  the 
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pyramids  of  Teotihuacan  and  Cholula.  » For  five  cen- 
turies this  people  flourish,  sustained  by  a  confedera- 
tion of  kings  whose  capitals  become  in  turn  famous 
as  seats  of  Teaming  and  of  imperial  splendor.  Relig- 
ious strife,  developing  graduaily  into  civil  war,  with 
attendant  famine  and  pestilence,  opens  the  door  to 
ruder  tribes,  and  the  Toltecs  pass  off  the  stage. 
Throwing  off  the  Toltec  veil  so  long  shielding  them, 
a  number  of  tribes  now  rise  into  distinct  political 
existence,  and  the  stronger,  in  connection  with  some- 
what ruder  yet  more  energetic  incomers,  form  the 
new  ruling  combination,  the  Ghichimec  empire.  •  Of 
the  leading  power,  denominated  the  Chichimec, 
nothing  is  known;  but  the  permanency  of  Nahua 
language  and  civilization  leads  to  the  supposition  that 
it  is  of  the  same  race  as  its  predecessors.  In  later 
times  the  name  is  also  applied  to  the  wild  border 
tribes  of  the  north.  For  several  centuries  Andhuac 
becomes  the  scene  of  intrigues  and  struggles  between 
the  different  branches  of  the  combination  for  the 
balance  of  power,  during  which  a  number  of  towns 
figure  as  dominating  centres,  and  a  number  of  tribes 
rise  to  prominence  under  the  traditional  term  of 
conquerors  and  immigrants.  Among  these  are  the 
Aztecs,  the  representative  nation  of  the  Nahua  civil- 
ization at  the  coming  of  the  Spaniards. 

Upon  opposite  sides  of  the  largest  of  a  cluster 
of  lakes  which  illuminate  the  oval  valley  of  Mexico 
have  stood,  since  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth 
century,  three  cities,  Tezcuco,  Mexico,  and  Tlacopan, 
capitals  of  three  confederate  nations,  the  Acolhuas, 
the  Aztecs,  and  the  Tepanecs.  To  the  first  belonged 
the  eastern  portion  of  the  valley,  to  the  second  the 
southern  and  western,  and  to  the  third  a  small 
portion  of  the  north-west.  Of  this  confederation, 
Tezcuco  was  for  a  time  the  most  powerful;  Tlacopan 
was  least.  While  keeping  to  their  respective  limits 
within  the  valley,  beyond  its  classic  precincts  the 
three  powers  made  common  cause  against  the  barba- 
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rians.  About  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
imder  the  waxlike  Montezuma  I.,  Mexico  attained 
the  supreniacy,  and  during  the  next  sixty  years  ex- 
tended her  empire  to  the  shores  of  either  ocean. 
Within  this  circuit,  however,  were  several  nations 
which  she  never  conquered;  instance  the  Tlascaltecs, 
the  Tarascos,  and  the  Chiapanecs.  Many  there  were 
— for  example,  the  people  of  Tehuantepec,  of  north- 
ern Guatemala,  and  Soconusco,  and  the  Miztecs  and 
Zapotecs  of  Oajaca,  whose  conquest  by  the  Aztecs 
was  temporary — ^who  either  paid  tribute  for  a  time 
only,  or  who  threw  off  the  yoke  the  moment  the  in- 
vader's back  was  turned.  The  Matlaltzincas,  west  of 
the  lakes,  and  the  Huastecs  and  Totonacs  of  Vera 
Cruz,  were  subjugated  but  a  few  years  prior  to  the 
appearing  of  the  Spaniard^  These  coast -dwellers 
had  not  yet  become  reconciled  to  the  rule  of  the  in- 
terior lords,  but  hated  them  as  inveterate  foes;  and 
herein  lay  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  success  accom- 
panying the  Castilian  arms.  Indeed,  Aztec  suprem- 
acy was  maintained  in  every  quarter  only  by  constant 
war;  rebellion,  as  soon  as  checked  in  one  quarter, 
breaking  out  in  another.  Further  than  this,  the 
Aztecs,  by  their  overbearing  spirit,  had  become  ob- 
noxious to  their  allies;  yet  their  aggressive  policy 
was  continued  in  full  force  by  the  predecessor  of 
Montezunaa  II.,  Ahuitzotl,  with  whom  war  was  an 
absorbing  passion. 

In  the  civil  poUty  of  the  Aztecs  were  elements 
which,  if  given  free  play,  would  by  elevating  the 
people  raise  the  nation  yet  higher  in  the  scale  of 
domination.  This  did  not  escape  the  observant 
neighbors,  upon  whom  the  prospect  fell  with  chilling 
fear,  a  fear  by  no  means  mitigated  by  the  ever  in- 
creasing tendency  of  the  Mexicans  for  the  immola- 
tion of  human  beings.  Nor  were  the  Aztec  nobles 
pleased  to  see  political  power  sUpping  from  their 
grasp  and  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  people,  among 
whom  the  spirit  of  republicanism  and  equality  was 
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regarded  as  having  already  gained  too  great  ascend- 
ancy. The  result  was  a  struggle,  not  unlike  that  at 
the  same  time  going  on  in  Europe,  between  the  nobil- 
ity and  the  commonalty,  the  clergy  taking  sides  with 
the  former.  And  at  the  death  of  Ahuitzotl  the 
higher  class  succeeded  in  raising  to  the  throne  a 
person  of  extreme  aristocratic  and  religious  tastes, 
though  humble  withal,  as  Coriolanus  could  not  be,  to 
catch  the  common  herd;  for  when  tidings  of  his  elec- 
tion were  brought  him  he  was  found  sweeping  the 
temple. 

Montezuma,  he  was  called,  and  surnamed  Xocoyo- 
tzin,  the  younger,  to  distinguish  him  from  the  first 
Montezuma,  known  as  Huehue,  the  elder.  He  was 
the  son  of  Axayacatl  and  Xochicueitl,  and  nephew 
of  the  late  king;  and  had  reached  only  his  thirty- 
fourth  year  when  selected  for  the  throne,  in  preference 
to  an  elder  brother.  The  reasons  alleged  for  this 
distinction  were  the  possession  of  high  qualities  as 
a  warrior,  whose  bravery  had  been  tested  on  more 
than  one  field  of  battle;  as  an  adviser,  whose  words, 
uttered  in  clear,  dignified  tones,  had  been  heard  in 
the  council  with  respect;  and  as  high  priest,  whose 
gravity  and  circumspection  had  won  him  favor  among 
all  classes.  Upon  occasions  he  could  observe  the 
taciturnity  which  so  often  attracts  a  reputation  for 
wisdom ;  and,  moreover,  he  possessed  a  fine  figure  and 
a  majestic  presence,  such  as  admirably  suited  the 
monarch.  He  was  proficient  in  astronomy,  picture- 
writing,  and  in  certain  esoteric  branches,  for  which 
he  showed  a  natural  bent;  hkewise  he  was  well  read 
in  the  history  of  his  people,  and  familiar  with  all  their 
traditions. 

This  second  Montezuma  was  a  born  prince,  and 
might  have  been  a  pattern  for  Niccolo  Macchiavelliy 
with  whom  he  was  contemporary.  For,  like  the 
Florentine's  ideal,  he  was  talented,  learned,  crafty^ 
and  unscrupulous.  Had  he  studied  in  his  own  lan- 
guage that  immaculate  manual  of  political  ethics.  The 
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Prince^  he  could  not  have  more  faithfully  followed  its 
precepts.  No  sooner  had  he  assumed  \hQ  sceptre 
than,  throwing  off  the  mask  by  which  he  had  deceived 
the  plebeians,  he  dismissed  every  person  of  that  class 
employed  about  the  palace,  and  filled  all  vacancies, 
civil  and  mihtary,  from  the  ranks  of  the  nobles.  He 
appUed  himself  with  energy  to  war  and  diplomacy, 
in  both  of  which  he  was  eminently  successful,  and 
raised  himself  and  his  throne  to  the  highest  pinnacle 
of  grandeur;  whereupon  he  did  not  disdain  the  title  of 
Emperor  of  the  World.  Notwithstanding  his  talents 
and  accomplishments,  he  was  exceedingly  superstitious, 
surpassing  in  this  respect  many  of  his  followers,  and 
was  dependent  on  diviners  and  astrologers,  appeal- 
ing also  to  the  counsels  of  NezahualpiUi  and  other 
prominent  personages.  Men,  whom  he  knew,  he  did 
not  fear;  but  the  gods,  whom  he  did  not  know,  he 
feared  exceedingly.  And  because  he  practised  human 
sacrifice  to  propitiate  them  he  has  been  called  cruel, 
but  the  actions  of  a  blind  devotee  of  religion  must 
not  be  nieasured  by  a  too  critical  standard.  There  was 
nothing  cruel  in  the  wish  of  Cahgula,  however  hate- 
ful and  vindictive  it  might  be,  that  the  Roman  people 
had  but  one  head,  so  that  he  might  strike  it  off  at  a 
single  blow;  but  when  he  tortured  men  and  women 
for  amusement  while  at  his  meals,  that  was  the 
quintessence  of  cruelty.  As  for  honor,  integrity,  and 
all  those  virtues  which  go  to  make  a  man,  we  must 
not  expect  them  in  princes  or  in  politicians;  yet  we 
may  safely  say  that  in  all  the  generous  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart  the  Aztec  monarch  was  no  whit 
behind  contemporary  European  rulers. 

From  all  which  it  is  safe  to  say  that  Montezuma, 
though  most  magnificent  and  lordly  among  his  lords, 
was  not  popular  with  the  masses,  and  his  position  at 
this  juncture  was  not  of  the  safest.  His  extravagance 
exceeded  all  bounds;  his  continuous  wars  were  expen- 
sive; and  to  meet  the  heavy  draughts  upon  the  treas- 
ury required  excessive  taxation.     This  was  made  to 
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weigh  with  special  heaviness  on  the  subjugated  prov- 
inces, on  which  likewise  was  laid  with  pecuHar  aggra- 
vation the  horrible  burden  of  furnishing  victims  for 
human  sacrifices.  The  successful  resistance  to  his 
arms  of  several  states  enclosed  by  his  conquests,  or 
bordering  on  his  domain,  caused  him  no  small  un- 
happiness.  There  was  the  little  republic  of  Tlascala, 
on  the  very  border  of  the  Mexican  valley,  which 
often  he  had  tried  to  conquer,  and  failed.  Then 
there  was  the  Tarascan  kingdom  of  Michoacan,  on 
the  western  side,  whose  people  boasted  as  high  a 
culture  as  any  of  the  lake  region,  which  stood  firm 
against  all  efforts  of  the  confederation. 

With  nations  beyond  their  border  little  intercourse 
existed,  yet  Aztec  traders,  likewise  playing  spies,  were 
often  as  far  south  as  Nicaragua,  and  along  the  coasts 
of  Honduras  and  Yucatan.  There  is  no  doubt,  there- 
fore, that  the  presence  in  those  parts  of  the  Spaniards 
was  known  to  Montezuma  from  the  first.  It  might 
have  been  like  a  voice  from  behind  the  clouds,  the  ire- 
ports  of  Columbus  and  Pinzon,  but  the  appearing  of 
C6rdoba  and  Grijalva,  who  talked  and  drew  blood, 
was  something  more  t>angible.  The  people  of  Tuito, 
on  the  west  coast  of  Mexico,  held  that  before  the  con- 
quest a  vessel  was  lost  there,  from  which  had  landed 
more  than  forty  persons,  dressed  like  Spaniards,  and 
whom  the  natives  received  kindly,  but  finally  slew 
because  they  insisted  on  the  worship  of  the  cross.*  A 
box  thrown  up  by  the  waves,  and  containing  peculiar 
clothing,  gold  rings,  and  a  sword  which  no  one  could 
break,  was  said  to  have  been  in  Montezuma's  posses- 
sion. Vague  as  were  these  appearings,  there  was 
something  painfully  portentous  in  them. 

^  When  Francisco  Cort^  entered  the  town,  shortly  after  the  ftdl  oj 
Mexico,  he  wasmet  by  a  body  of  Indians  with  their  hair  tonsured  likepriests,  and 
with  crosses  in  their  hands,  headed  by  the  chief  in  flowing  white  gown  and 
acapolary.  This,  they  explained,  had  been  the  practice  oi  the  shipwrecked 
crew,  who  had  held  up  the  cross  as  a  recourse  from  all  danger.  Frejes,  Hist, 
C<mq. ,  63-4.  This  authority  places  implicit  reliance  in  the  story,  and  renrdi 
the  strangers  as  a  missionary  party  driven  from  the  East  Indies  or  Cnizuu 
Jalitco,  Man,  Hiat,,  30-2. 
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For  the  chief  divinity  of  the  Nahua  nations  waa 
Quetzalcoatl,  the  gentle  god,  ruler  of  the  air,  con- 
troller of  the  sun  and  rain,  and  source  of  all  prosperity. 
In  the  palmy  days  of  the  Toltecs  he  had  oeen  their 
king,  the  creator  of  their  golden  age,  giving  them 
metals,  improved  government,  and  products  of  spon- 
taneous growth;  after  which  he  was  their  god,  with 
his  chief  shrine  at  Cholula,  where  surrounding  peoples, 
even  those  inimical  to  the  city,  maintained  temples  for 
his  worship.  From  toward  the  rising  sun  Quetzalcoatl 
had  come;  and  he  was  white,  with  large  eyes,  and 
long  black  hair,  and  copious  beard.  After  a  final  rule 
of  twenty  years  at  Cholula  he  set  out  for  the  country 
whence  he  came,  and  on  reaching  the  seaboard  of  Go- 
azacoaleo  he  sailed  away  on  a  craft  of  snakes.  His  last 
words  were  that  one  day  bearded  white  men,  brethren 
of  his,  perhaps  he  himself,  would  come  by  way  of  the 
sea  in  which  the  sun  rises,  and  would  enter  in  and 
rule  the  land;^  and  from  that  day,  with  a  fidelity  be- 
fitting Hebrews  waiting  the  coming  of  their  Messiah, 
the  Mexican  people  watched  for  the  fulfilment  of  this 
prophecy,  which  promised  them  a  gentle  rule,  free 
from  bloody  sacrifices  and  oppression;  but  to  their 
sovereign  the  thought  gave  rise  to  deep  apprehension, 
for  then  his  own  reign  must  terminate. 

Thus  it  was  that  the  tidings  of  strange  sails  and 
bearded  white  men  on  their  eastern  border  were  re- 
ceived at  the  gay  capital  with  mingled  fear  and  joy. 
And  marvel-mongers  went  about  the  streets  talking 
of  the  good  Quetzalcoatl  and  his  pedigree,  of  the  signs 
and  wonders  that  had  been  seen,  the  prodigies,  oracles,, 
and  occult  divinations,  as  in  ancient  Athens  the  old 
famiUes  of  Olympus,  with  their  ape-gods  and  buU-goda 
of  Memphis,  and  the  dog-headed  monster  Anubis, 
were  discussed;  and  as  for  Rome,  Lucan  has  recorded 

'  See  Native  Races,  iii.  and  ▼. ,  25-6,  for  the  myths  relating  to  Quetzalcoatl^ 
and  to  their  interpretation,  in  which  occur  the  characters  of  the  Messiah  and 
the  apostle  Saint  Thomas,  with  whom  some  pious  chroniclers  have  identified 
him.  The  Saint  Thomas  idea  is  advocated  in  Fhrencia,  IlUi,  Prov.  Comp. 
tie  Jeeus,  234. 
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no  omens  which  the  sages  of  Mexico  could  not  now 
match.  To  what  extent  the  Spanish  chroniclers  have 
assisted  the  natives  in  the  manufacture  of  marvels 
I  leave  the  reader  to  judge,  simply  recommending 
to  his  consideration  the  accompanying  lengthy  note; 
neither,  however,  fell  into  the  madness  of  Canute,  who 
chose  the  time  the  tide  was  rising,  instead  of  when  it 
was  falling,  to  order  the  stay  of  waters. 

It  was  not  alone  in  Mexico,  but  in  distant  parts, 
and  on  the  islands,  that  man  and  nature  were  thus 
annoyed  by  the  supernatural.  There  were  found  pre- 
dictions centuries  old,  by  priests  widely  separated,  and 
the  poems  of  wise  men,  all  pointing  in  the  one  direc- 
tion. The  destruction  of  towns  was  predicted  by  a  phi- 
losopher; the  famine  of  1505  spoke  more  plainly  than 
words;  Popocatepetl,  choked  by  consternation,  failed 
to  emit  his  smoke  for  twenty  days,  which,  however, 
was  a  good  omen;  an  eclipse  and  an  earthquake  near 
together  and  the  drowning  of  eighteen  hundred  sol- 
diers were  decidedly  unfavorable.  Most  terrible  of 
all,  however,  were  a  three-headed  comet  in  open  day,  a 
pyramidal  light  at  night,  and  other  portentous  scenes, 
such  as  the  furious  uprising  of  the  lake,  the  awaken- 
ing of  the  dead,  and  visits  to  the  spirit  world.* 

'  The  natives  of  Espaflola  are  said  to  have  received  an  oracle  shortly  be* 
fore  Columbus'  arrival,  announcing  the  coming  of  bearded  men,  with  sharp, 
bright  swords.  Vtllagvtierre,  Hist.  Conq.  liza. ,  33.  The  Yucatec  records  abound 
in  predictions  to  the  same  effect,  more  or  less  clear.  The  most  widely  quoted 
is  that  of  Chilam  Balam,  high-priest  of  Mani,  and  reputed  a  great  prophet, 
who  foretold  that,  ere  many  years,  there  would  come  from  the  direction  of 
the  rising  sun  a  bearded  white  people,  bearing  aloft  the  cross  which  he 
displayed  to  his  listeners.  Their  gods  would  flee  before  the  new-comers,  and 
leave  them  to  rule  the  land;  but  no  harm  would  fall  on  the  peaceful  who 
admitted  the  only  true  Grod.  The  priest  had  a  cotton  mantle  woven,  to  be 
deposited  in  the  temple  at  Mani,  as  a  specimen  of  the  tribute  reouired  by  the 
new  rulers,  and  he  it  was  who  erected  the  stone  crosses  found  oy  the  Span- 
iards, declaring  them  to  be  the  true  tree  of  the  world.  Cogolludo,  Hiat.  Yu- 
ccUfian,  99-101,  gives  the  prophecy  at  length,  which  is  not  quite  so  clear  as  the 
version  which  he  afterward  quotes  from  Herrera.  The  latter  calls  the  priest 
Chilam  Cambal,  and  says :  '  Esta  f  ue  la  causa  que  preguntauan  a  Francisco  Her- 
nandez de  Cordoua,  y  a  los  suyos,  si  yuan  de  donde  nacia  el  Sol. '  Dec.  ii.  lib. 
uL  cap.  i.     Alaman  enters  into  a  profound  argument  on  the  above,  and  inter- 

Srets  Chilam  Cambal  to  be  the  Chinese  for  Saint  Thomas.  In  seeking  to  give  a 
ate  he  mistakes  the  meaning  of  a  Yucatec  age  and  places  the  prophecy  back 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  era.  The  opening  lines  of  the  prophecy  read, 
'  at  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  age,'  which  should  be  interpreted  *  at  the  end  ol 
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To  US  the  most  wonderful  paxt  of  it  is,  not  the 
wonders  themselves,  but  that  it  should  so  happen,  if 
indeed  it  did,  that  these  fearful  forebodings,  running 

two  hundred  and  sixty  yean. '  The  name  is  also  given  as  Chilam  BaUn  and 
C^hilan  Balam,  the  latter  part  savoring  of  the  Canaanite  divinity.  Bemesal, 
Hist.  ChyapcL,  245-G;  Gonzalez  DdvUa,  Tealro  Ecle$.,  i.  203-4.  A  priest  of 
Itzalan,  named  Patzin  Yaxun  Chan,  is  recorded  as  having  urged  his  people  to 
worship  the  true  god,  whoso  word  would  soon  come  to  them;  and  the  high- 
priest  of  tho  same  place,  Na  Han  Pech,  prophesied  that  within  four  ases — a 
Vacatec  a^e  equals  twenty  of  our  years — ^nows  would  be  brought  of  the  su- 
preme God,  by  men  who  must  be  received  as  guests  and  masters.  Ah  Kn 
Kil  Chel,  aiso  a  priest,  spoke  with  sorrow  of  ills  to  come  upon  tho  people  from 
the  north  and  from  the  east.  In  the  age  following  the  date  of  his  prediction 
ao  priest  would  be  found  to  explain  the  uill  of  their  idols.  Another  temple 
.guardian  announced  that  in  the  last  age  idolatry  would  cease,  and  the  world 
would  be  purified  by  fire.  Hajppy  he  who  repented  I  CogolludOy  Hist,  Yuca- 
tha.iy  97-101.  Several  prophecies  therein  quoted  literally  are  reproduced  in 
VUlagvtierre^  /fiat.  Conq.  Itza.y  34-5,  which  also  refers  to  Itzan  predictions. 

Among  the  Mexicans,  says  Mendieta,  predictions  were  current  some  four 
generations  before  the  conquest  of  the  coming  of  bearded  men  dressed  in 
raiments  of  difierent  color,  and  with  caskets  on  their  heads.  Then  the  idols 
would  perish,  leaving  but  one  supreme  Grod;  war  would  cease,  roads  would  be 
opened,  intercourse  established,  and  the  husband  would  cherish  but  one  wife. 
Jlist.  Ecles.^  180;  Torquemada^  i.  235-U.  This  smacks  of  an  elaboration  of 
tlic  Quetzalcoatl  promise.  Nczahualcoyotl,  the  wise  Tezcucan  monarch,  who 
died  in  1472,  left  poems  in  which  chroniclers  have  discovered  vague  allusions 
to  a  coming  race.  The  reader  may,  perhaps,  be  equally  fortunate  if  he  exam- 
ine the  specimens  of  his  poems  given  in  Native  JiaceSt  ii.  494-7.  His  son 
Nezahualpilli,  equally  celebrated  as  a  just  king  and  a  philosopher,  versed  in 
the  occuU;  arts,  revealed  to  Montezuma  that,  accoraing  to  his  astrologic 
investigations,  their  towns  would  within  a  few  years  be  destroyed  and  their 
vassals  decimateil.  This,  he  added,  would  soon  bo  verified  by  celestial  signs 
and  other  phenomena.  DuraUy  Hist,  Jnd.,  MS.,  ii.  254-7.  The  precursor  of 
these  harbingers  of  evil  appears  to  have  been  the  famine  of  1505,  which 
•compelled  many  a  parent  to  sell  his  children  for  tho  means  to  obtain  food, 
wh&  oUiers  lined  the  road -side  with  their  famished  bodies.  The  cessation  of 
^moke  from  the  volcano  Popocatepetl,  for  twenty  days,  was  a  feature  seized 
upon  by  the  diviners  as  a  sign  of  reUef ;  and  true  enough,  in  the  following 
year,  the  suffering  people  were  cheered  with  an  abundant  harvest.  Soon 
again  their  fears  were  roused  by  an  eclipse  and  an  earthquake,  in  the  very 
inau<7ural  year  of  the  new  cycle,  1507,  and  by  the  drowning  of  1800  soldiers 
during  the  Miztec  campaign.  Almost  every  succeeding  year  confirmed  their 
^apprehensions  by  one  or  more  signs  or  occurrences  of  an  ominous  nature.  One 
of  the  most  alarmins  was  tho  appearance,  in  broad  day,  of  a  comet  with  three 
beads,  which  darted  across  the  sky,  eastward,  with  such  speed  that  the  tails 
seemed  to  scatter  sparks.     '  Salieron  cometaa  del  cielo  de  tres  en  tres ....  pare- 

4siui ecliando  de  si  brasas  de  f  uego . . . .  y  llevaban  grandes  y  largas  colas. ' 

MtntUftcty  Hv<t'  £cl€S.,  179.  '  Cay6  ima  cometa,  parecian  tres  estrellas.*  Saha- 
(fun.  Hist.  Conq.,  i.  4;  Native  Bares,  v.  466.  After  this,  in  1507  or  1510,  a 
pyramidal  light,  which  scattered  sparks  on  all  sides,  rose  at  midnight  from 
the  eastern  horizon  till  its  apex  reached  the  zenith,  where  it  faded  at  dawn. 
This  continued  for  forty  days,  or  for  a  year,  according  to  some  accounts.    *  Diez 

afios  antes  que  viniesen  los  espafioles dur6  por  espacio  de  un  afio  cada 

noche.*  Sahaguny  Hist.  Coiuj.y  i.  3.     'Ocho  afios  antes  de  la  venida  de  los 

espauoles, y  esto  se  vi6  cuatro  alios.*  Id.,  Hist,  Gen.,  ii.  271.     It  occurred 

in  1.j09,  and  lasted  over  forty  days.  Caiex  Tell.  Rem.,  in  Kingshorottgh's  Mex. 
A>Uiq.,y.  154;  vi.  144.    Tho  interpreter  of  the  Codex  enters  into  a  lengthy 
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back  for  generations,  should  all  converge  toward  the 
coming  of  the  brethren  of  QuetzaJcoaU  at  the  very 
time  the  Spaniards  appeared,  and  that  the  latter  should 

argument  to  prove  it  a  volcanic  eruption,  one  of  his  points  being  that  the  orig- 
inal picture-writing  places  the  lisht  as  appearing  behind,  or  from,  the  mountains 
east  of  the  city.  In  1510,  IxtlaxochiU,  Hist,  Chick,,  278,  or  year  five,  toxtli. 
Codex  Chimcdpopoca,  MS.;  Camargo,  Hist,  TYox.,  139.  Torquemada,  who 
had  no  other  authority  for  the  preceding  comet  than  Herrera,  considered 
that  by  the  comet  was  meant  this  light,  i.  234.  Humboldt  suggests  that 
the  fiery  pyramid  may  have  been  a  zcxliacal  light.  Astrologers  announced 
that  it  portended  wars,  famine,  pestilence,  mortality  amone  the  lords,  every 
imaginable  ill,  in  fact,  and  causing  one  general  cry  of  ^r  and  lament. 
Montezuma  himself  was  so  troubled  that  he  applied  for  advice  to  Nezahoal- 
pilli,  although  they  had  not  been  on  speaking  terms  for  some  time.  This 
royal  astrologer  showed  his  apprehensions  by  orderiug  all  campaigns  then 
upon  his  hands  to  be  suspended,  and  announced  to  his  confrere  that  the 
disasters  in  store  would  be  brought  upon  the  empire  by  a  strange  race. 
Montezuma  expressed  his  disbelief,  ancf  proposed  a  game  of  tlackHi  to  de- 
cide the  interpretation.  As  if  resigned  to  the  fate  predicted  for  himself, 
and  desirous  oi  showing  how  little  he  appreciated  wesdth  and  power,  Xeza- 
hualpilli  is  said  to  have  staked  on  the  result  his  kingdom  against  three  turkey- 
cocks.  The  wager  was  not  so  hazardous,  however,  as  it  seemed,  for  the  king 
of  Tezcuco  was  a  good  player.  After  allowing  Montezuma  to  win  the  first  two- 
points,  and  raising  high  his  hopes,  he  stopped  his  exultation  by  scoring  the  rest 
for  himself.  Still  doubtful,  Montezuma  called  on  an  astrologer  famous  for 
his  many  true  announcements,  only  to  receive  confirmation  of  Nezahualpilli's 
utterance,  whereupon  the  irate  monarch  caused  the  house  to  be  pulled  down 
over  the  diviner,  who  i)eri8hed  in  the  ruins.  Txtlifxochitl,  Hist,  Chick,,  278-9; 
Veytia,  Hist.  Ant,  M^j,,  iii.  345-7.  Clavigero,  who  connects  the  game  with  a^ 
comet,  is  quite  earnest  in  asserting  his  belief  in  traditions  and  presages  of  the 
coming  of  Spaniards,  as  attested  by  native  paintings  and  by  witnesses  of 
high  standing.  '  Se  il  Demonio  pronosticava  le  futura  calamitk  per  ingannar 
qu^  'miserabili  Popoli,  il  pietosissimo  Dio  le  annunziava  per  disporre  i  lora 
spiriti  al  Vangelo.  *  Storia  Mess. ,  i.  288-9.  According  to  Duran,  the  summon- 
ing of  NezahualpUli  was  due  to  a  comet  with  an  enormous  tail,  which  burst 
upon  the  view  of  a  temple- watcher  as  it  rose  in  the  east  and  settled  above  the 
city.  Montezuma,  who  had  been  roused  to  witness  the  phenomenon,  called 
on  his  sorcerers  for  an  explanation,  and  on  finding  that  they  had  seen 
nothing,  had  them  punished  for  their  sloth.  The  wise  Tezcucan  then  came  and 
presaged  dire  calamities,  which  would  also  afflict  himself.  He  was  resigned, 
and  would  retire  to  await  death.  This  was  to  be  the  last  interview  between 
the  two  kings.  Hist.  Ind, ,  MS . ,  ii.  274-85.  Torquemada  compares  the  comet  to^ 
that  which,  according  to  Josephus,  lib.  vii.  cap.  xii.,  presaged  the  entry  of  Titus 
into  Judea.  When  N'ezahualpilli  returned  to  his  palace,  a  h^^e  ran  into  the 
haUs,  pursued  by  eager  domestics,  but  he  bade  them  to  leave  it,  saying  that 
even  so  would  a  strangejpeople  enter  into  Andhuac  without  resistance.  Torque- 
mada^ i.  21 1-12, 214.  ^mal  Diaz  speaks  of  a  round  sign  in  the  eastern  sky,  of 
a  reddish  green,  to  which  was  attached  a  streak  extending  eastward.  The  con- 
sequent predictions  of  war  and  pestilence  he  finds  fulfilled  in  the  campaign  of 
Cortes,  and  in  the  smallpox  epidemic  introduced  by  Narvaez.  Hist,  re^iad. 
(Paris  ed.  1837),  iv.  460-1.  Among  the  accounts  of  celestial  signs  which 
may  be  based  on  the  preceding  is  one  by  Camargo,  describing  a  brightness  ob- 
served in  the  east  by  the  Tlascaltecs,  three  hours  before  dawn,  accompanied  by 
a  whirlwind  of  dust  from  the  summit  of  Mount  Matlalcueje.  Kemesal  refera 
probably  to  the  same  whirlwind  under  the  guise  of  a  white  cloud,  like  a  pDlar, 
which  often  appeared  in  the  east  before  sunrise,  and  afterward  descerded  upon 
the  cross  erected  in  Tlascala  by  the  Spaniards.     The  natives  aci  e^'ttd  this. 
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be  in  so  many  respects  as  the  good  gods  themselves 
were  to  have  been.  The  prophecies  of  Isaiah  are 
dim  indeed  and  unfathomable  as  compared  with  these. 

as  an  intiiDAtion  that  the  new-comers  were  heaven^s  chosen  people,  and 
received  the  cross.  JJist.  Chyapa,  304;  CamargOy  Hist,  Tlax.,  140.  Gomara 
appears  to  coimect  this  eastern  lieht  with  a  thick  smoke  and  with  the 
fiery  pTrainid,  which  were  followed  by  a  battle  in  the  sky  between  bodies 
of  armed  men,  attended  with  great  slaughter.  Some  of  the  courtiers  sur- 
ronnding  Montezuma  while  he  observed  this  phenomenon,  pointed  out  that 
the  arms  and  dress  of  the  yictorions  faction  resembled  those  in  tlie  chest 
which  had  been  washed  up  on  the  coast.  He  declared  his  conviction, 
however,  that  they  must  be  relics  of  his  divine  ancestors,  not  of  mortal  beinga 
who  fell  on  a  battle-field,  as  these  forms  appeared  to  do.  He  proposed,  as  a 
test,  that  they  should  break  the  divine  sword.  This  they  tried,  but  in  vain, 
and  remained  mute  with  wonder  at  its  flexibility  and  strength.  Hist.  Mex.,  214; 
Herrem,  dec.  iii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  ix.  Mendieta  places  this  sign  m  151 1 .  Hist.  Ecles. , 
179.  The  last  celestial  sign,  as  described  by  Mendieta,  is  a  large,  brilliant 
comet,  which  appeared  the  very  vear  of  the  Spaniards*  arrival,  and  remained 
immovable  in  the  air  for  several  days.  Hist.  EcUs.,  180.  Before  Nczahnalpilli 
returned  to  his  capital,  after  interpreting  the  fiery  signs,  he  was  feasted  by 
Montezuma,  and  the  two  monarchs  thereupon  retired  to  the  diviners*  cliamber 
to  search  into  the  legends  of  their  forefathers  for  further  li^ht  upon  the  omens. 
iVom  this  circumstance  grew  the  story  that  the  twain  had  made  a  journey  to 
the  ancient  home  of  their  race.  NezahualpUli,  being  a  conjurer,  took  Monte- 
zuma throngh  the  air  to  the  Seven  Caves,  where  they  conversed  with  the 
brethren  of  their  ancestors.  On  learning  that  the  first  named  was  a  descend- 
ant of  the  great  Chichimecatl  Xolotl,  he  was  offered  the  government  of  this 
region,  but  declined,  promising,  however,  to  return  at  a  later  date.  Torque- 
mada,  i.  212-13.  Buran  applies  to  the  reign  of  Montezuma  I.  a  similar  story, 
which  is  more  appropriate  to  the  present  subject.  Eager  to  acquaint  his 
ancestors  with  the  glorious  achievements  of  their  progeny,  and  to  learn  some- 
thing of  the  old  home,  this  monarch  sent  a  forceoi  sixty  sorcerers  on  a  mission 
to  Chicomoztoc,  with  numerous  presents  for  Coatlicue,  the  mother  of  the  di- 
vine Hnitzilopochtli.  Transforming  themselves  into  animals,  they  reached 
the  sacred  region  occupied  by  some  Aztecs  whom  the  god  had  left  behind 
when  he  set  out  on  his  career  of  conquest.  These  venerable  settlers  were  not 
a  little  surpriscid  to  behold  in  the  effeminate  and  ephemeral  specimens  before 
them  the  descendants  of  that  doughty  leader  and  of  his  companions.  On  reach- 
ing the  abode  of  the  divine  mother,  the  sorcerers  found  an  old  woman  sorrow- 
ing over  her  lost  son.  The  news  of  his  glorious  fate  roused  her  interest,  and 
she  was  induced  to  reveal  several  prophecies  by  her  son,  among  them  one 
concerning  the  coming  of  a  strange  people  to  wrest  the  land  from  the  Mexicans. 
The  messengers  were  dismissed  with  presents  of  food  and  clothing,  and  re- 
turned to  their  master  with  twenty  of  their  number  missing,  hist.  hid. ,  MS., 
i.  467-86.  Additional  facts  may  be  found  in  Native  Races,  v.  422-4,  etc. 
Another  visit  to  the  spirit  world  is  attributed  to  Papantzin,  sister  of  Montezuma 
EL,  who,  shortly  after  his  accession,  had  married  the  lord  of  Tlatelulco.  He 
Boon  died,  and  after  rulins  for  a  few  years  she,  in  1509,  followed  him  to  the 
grave.  She  was  buried  with  great  pomp  in  her  garden,  in  a  vault  closed  by 
a  flag-stone.  The  next  momiog  she  was  discovered  sitting  on  the  steps  of  the 
bath  adjoining  the  vault.  Her  niece,  a  child  of  five  or  six  years,  was  the 
first  to  notice  her.  Too  young  to  understand  what  would  frighten  older 
heads,  she  fearlessly  approached  the  resurrected  woman,  and  was  told  to 
call  Papantzin's  mayordoma.  This  old  dame,  on  receiving  the  summons, 
thought  it  a  child's  prank,  and  would  not  stir,  but  at  last  she  yielded,  and 
on  seeing  the  form  of  her  late  mistress,  swooned  with  fear.  Others  proved 
more  coarageoos,  and  carried  her  into  the  house.     Papantzin  now  enjoined 
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To  what  end  are  signs  that  cannot  be  interpreted  unti 
after  the  occurrence,  as  is  generally  the  case,  whei 
their  interpretation  is  not  needed,  sages  do  not  say 

silence,  and  wished  to  call  Montezuma,  but  no  one  daring  to  appear  befor 
the  cruel  and  superstitious  monarch,  Nezahualpilli  was  summoned,  and  b 
brought  the  brother  with  him  to  her  dwelling,  together  with  several  attend 
ants.  To  them  she  related  that,  on  being  released  from  her  earthly  bondi 
she  had  entered  a  boundless  plain,  ^  upon  a  road  which  soon  divided  int 
several  branches.  On  one  side  was'  a  fiercely  running  stream,  which  sh 
Attempted  to  cross,  but  was  motioned  back  by  a  youth  of  tine  stature 
dressed  in  a  loose  robe  of  dazzling  whiteness.  His  face,  bright  as  a  stai 
was  of  fair  complexion,  the  eves  g;rey,  and  the  forehead  marked  with  a  cross 
Taking  her  by  the  hand,  he  led  her  up  the  valley  past  heaps  of  dead  men 
l>ones,  from  many  of  which  rose  the  sound  of  lament.  She  also  observed 
number  of  black  persons,  with  horns  and  deer  legs,  building  a  house.  As  th 
sun  rose,  large  vessels  could  be  seen  ascending  the  river,  bearing  white  an 
bearded  men  in  stranse  attire,  with  shining  head-^ear,  and  standard  bora 
aloft.  They  were  chilaren  of  the  sun.  The  youth,  m  pointing  them  out,  sai 
that  God  did  not  yet  wish  her  to  pass  the  river,  which  could  never  be  recrossec 
but  to  wait  and  bear  testimony  to  the  faith  coming  with  these  men,  who  wei 
destined  to  wage  great  wars  witli  her  people  and  become  their  masters.  Tfa 
lamenting  bones  were  her  forefathers  — *  who  had  not  received  the  faith,'  is  th 
uncharitable  term  used  by  Torquemada — suffering  for  their  evil  deeds,  an 
the  house  building  was  to  hold  the  bones  of  those  slain  in  battle  by  the  foil 
faced  crews.  She  must  return  to  earth,  await  these  men,  and  guide  her  peop] 
to  baptism.  On  being  restored  to  her  senses  from  the  death  or  trance,  whiai 
ever  her  listeners  chose  to  term  it,  she  removed  the  stone  from  tiie  vault  an 
returned  to  her  chamber.  Many  of  those  present  sneered  at  the  story  as  orij 
inating  in  the  bram  of  a  sick  woman,  but  Montezuma  was  more  deeply  move 
than  he  cared  to  show.  Ho  never  again  saw  his  sister,  who  lived  a  retire 
life  till  the  arrival  of  the  Sptmiards.  She  then  came  forward,  the  first  woma 
in  Tlatelulco  to  receive  baptism,  and  under  the  name  of  Maria  Papantzi 
rendere^l  good  aid  in  the  missionary  cause.  This  account,  says  Torquemadj 
has  been  taken  from  old  native  paintings,  translated  and  sent  to  Spain,  an 
was  regarded  as  strictly  true  among  the  natives,  Papantzin  beins  well  know 
in  the  town.  *  Esta  Seilora  era  del  numero  de  los  Predestinaaos,*  i.  238-1 
Ixtlilxocliitl,  strangely  enough,  does  not  refer  to  the  resurrection.  According  t 
him,  the  mother  of  Ixtlilxochitl,  Jcing  of  Tezcuco,  was  the  first  woman  ba] 
tized,  and  this  under  compulsion  from  her  husband.  She  received  the  nan 
of  Maria.  After  her  came  Papantzin,  now  wife  of  this  king,  who  was  name 
Beatriz.  CJort  js  stood  godfather  to  both.  Saha^un  refers  briefly  to  the  resu 
rection  of  a  woman  of  Tenochtitlan,  who  issued,  four  days  after  her  deatl 
from  the  garden  vault  where  she  had  been  deposited.  Appearing  before  Moi 
tezuma,  she  announced  that  with  him  would  cease  the  Mexican  empire,  f< 
other  people  were  coming  to  rule  and  settle.  This  woman  lived  twenty -oi 
years  after  this,  and  bore  another  child.  Hist.  Oen.,  ii.  270-1.  At  this  ral 
she  must  have  been  alive  when  Sahagun  arrived  in  the  country;  yet  he  fai 
to  speak  of  her  as  a  princess.  Boturini  applies  the  story  to  a  sister  of  Kir 
Caltzoutzin,  of  Michoocan,  who  died  at  the  time  the  Spaniards  were  besiegii 
Mexico,  and  rose  within  four  days  to  warn  her  brother  not  to  listen  to  tl 
Mexican  overtures  for  an  alliance  against  the  white  invaders.  The  new-comer 
she  said,  were  destined  by  heaven  to  rule  the  land,  and  a  testimony  here 
would  appear  on  the  principal  feast-day  in  the  form  of  a  youth,  who,  risii 
in  the  eastern  sky,  with  a  light  in  one  hand  and  a  sword  in  the  other,  woul 
filidc  over  the  city  and  disappear  in  the  west.  This  sign  appearing,  the  kii 
did  as  she  bade  him,  rejected  the  Mexican  advances,  and  received  the  Spai 
iards  in  peace.  Catdlogo,  27-8.     Clavigero  censures  Boturini's  work,  in  tfa 
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But  in  this  instance  the  testimony  is  abundant  and 
explicit  that  many  of  these  prodigies  were  at  the  time 
received,  not  only  by  Montezuma  and  his  people,  but 

connectioii,  as  full  of  fables,  and  this  after  solemnly  observinff  that  the  Papant- 
zin  incident  '  fu  pubblico,  e  strepitoeo,  acadnto  in  presenza  di  due  Re,  e  della 
Nobiltk  Meaaicana.  Trovossi  altresi  rappresentato  in  alcune  dipinture  di 
quelle  Nazioni,  e  se  ne  mand6  alia  Corte  di  Spagna  un  attestato  giuridico.* 
aunia^  Mes8.^  i.  289-92.  He  places  the  baptism  of  Papantzinin  1524.  Veyiia, 
Hiat.  Ant.  Mij. ,  iii.  343-52 ;  VetancvH,  Tcatro  Mex. ,  pt.  ill.  125-6.  Torquemada 
^ves  the  story  of  what  occurred  in  the  spirit  land  in  her  own  words ;  so  does 
Clavigero,  though  he  differs  slightly.  See  also  his  English  translation  by 
Cullen.  As  if  in  confirmation  of  her  story,  ominous  signs  became  more  numerous 
than  ever.  The  big  lake  of  Mexico  began  to  boil  and  foam  without  apparent 
cause,  the  water  rising  high  within  the  cit]^  and  creating  great  damage.  The 
date  generally  accepted  for  this  occurrence  is  1509,  but  Meudieta,  Hist.  Ecles. , 
178,  says  1499.  The  lake,  like  the  sky,  was  connected  witli  more  than  one 
mysterious  occurrence.  A  troop  of  Huatuscan  conjurers  arrived  shortly  after 
-this  in  the  imperial  city  to  exnibit  tricks,  in  one  of  which  they  cut  off  their 
hands  and  feet,  disclosing  bleeding  stumps,  and  then  replaced  the  members. 
In  order  to  test  whether  this  was  an  illusion  or  not,  the  emperor  ordered  the 
severed  members  to  be  thrown  into  boiling  water  before  they  were  returned  to 
the  performers.  This  unwarranted  curiosity  stirred  the  magicians  to  the  veiy 
core,  and  before  retiring  they  predicted  that  the  lake  would  be  tinged  with 
blood,  and  that  their  avengers  would  soon  appear  in  a  strange  people,  the  con- 
querors of  the  empire.  Not  long  after,  Montezuma  noticed  streaks  of  blood 
in  the  lake,  mingled  with  a  number  of  human  heads  and  limbs.  He  called 
others  to  witness  the  sight,  but  none  save  himself  could  see  it.  Sending  to 
the  injured  conjurers  for  an  explanation,  they  replied  that  the  vision  denoted 
great  and  bloody  battles  to  bo  waged  in  jjhe  city  by  the  strange  people. 
I/errera,  dec.  iii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  ix.  About  the  same  time  some  fishermen  caught 
a  grey  bird,  like  a  crane,  with  a  round  comb  or  diadem,  resembling  a  mirror. 
On  being  brought  before  Montezuma,  he  was  startled  by  seeing  reflected  in 
this  mirror  tlie  heavenly  bodies,  although  none  appeared  in  the  sky,  for  it  was 
yet  daylight.  The  next  moment  the  stars  had  vanished,  and  in  their  place 
were  seen  beings,  half  man  and  half  deer,  who  moved  about  in  battle  array. 
Diviners  were  called  to  give  their  explanation,  but  when  they  came  the  bird 
had  disappeared.  Torquemada  appears  to  date  this  as  early  as  1505,  i.  235. 
Camaryo,  flutt.  Tlaac. ,  139-40.  Another  great  bird  is  referred  to,  with  a  human 
head,  which  soared  above  the  lalce  uttering  the  prediction  that  speedily  would 
come  the  new  rulers  of  the  empire.  Other  monsters  were  found  iu  the  shape 
of  double-bodied  and  double-headed  men,  which  dissolved  in  the  air  shortly 
after  being  brought  to  the  sorcerers',  or  black  hall,  of  Montezuma.  A  horrible 
animal  was  caught  near  Tecualoia.  ToT<piemada,  i.  214.  During  all  the  years 
of  these  signs  could  be  heard,  at  frequent  intervals,  a  female  voice  lamenting, 
*  Oh,  my  cliildren,  all  is  lost  to  us !  Aly  children,  whither  will  you  be  taken?' 
Id. ,  214,  233.  A  similar  voice  was  heard  before  the  fall  of  Jerusalem.  Josephujf, 
lib.  vii.  cap.  xiL;  Afendieta,  Hist.  Ecles.y  180;  Veytia,  Hist.  Ant.  Mij.,  iii.  358; 
ScUuujfun,  Hist.  Gen.^  i.  5.  In  1510  the  imperial  city  was  startled,  one  clear, 
quiet  night,  by  a  fire,  which,  bursting  from  the  heart  of  the  timbers  in  the 
temple  of  Huitzilopochtli,  burned  all  the  fiercer  under  the  efforts  made  to 

Suench  it.  A  precursor  of  this  had  been  the  fall  of  a  stone  column  close  to 
tie  temple,  coming  no  one  knew  whence.  *£1  chapitel  de  un  Cd  de 
Vitzilopuchtli,  que  se  llamaba  Tlacoteca,  se  encendi6. '  Saharpin^  HiH.  Conq, , 
i.  3<4.  Shortly  after,  the  temple  of  the  fire  god  Xiuhtecutli,  at  Zocomolco, 
was  stricken  by  lightning  and  burned.  This  occurred  without  the  usual 
accompaniment  of  thunder,  and  with  but  a  sprinkle  of  rain ;  many  regarded 
it  as  done  by  a  sunbeam,  and  consequently  as  particularly  ominous.     *  Los 
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by  the  neighboring  nations,  as  the  distinct  announce 
ment  of  the  coming  of  the  gods,  who  did  in  goo 
truth  appear  at  the  proper  time  in  the  person  of  th 
Spaniards.  And  what  should  be  their  doom,  thos 
stupid  and  profane  men  of  Potonchan  and  Tabasc( 
who  had  raised  their  hands  against  these  heavenl 
messengers  1 

We  are  further  assured  that,  prior  to  the  arrival  c 
any  Spaniard,  some  of  the  subjected  provinces  assume 
an  air  of  independence,  encouraged  by  the  fear  whic 
these  occurrences  produced  on  the  Aztecs,  agains 
whom  they  were  regarded  as  especially  directei 
Cuetlachtlan  sorcerers  having  in  their  divining- pii 
conjured  up  visions  of  Mexicans  acting  as  abje( 
carriers  to  armed  bearded  men  astride  giant  dee 
this  people  became  in  1511  so  insolent  as  to  refm 
the  customary  tribute,  and  even  to  murder  the  Azte 
officials  sent  to  collect  it.  And  so  involved  W2 
Montezuma  in  divers  troubles  that  he  was  unable  i 
resent  the  outrage. 

The  thought  occurred  to  the  Mexican  monarch  thj 
perhaps  the  threatened  evils  might  be  averted  by  pr< 
pitiating  the  gods  with  greater  sacrifices.  For  this  th 
several  campaigns  then  waged  or  concluded  promise 
an  abundance  of  victims;  and  to  make  the  holocauj 
still  more  imposing,  it  was  resolved  to  consecrate  2 
the  same  time  a  new  sacrificial  stone.  After  diliger 
search  a  suitable  stone  was  found  at  Tenanitlan,  nea 
Coyohuacan.  The  sculptors  having  finished  thei 
work,  and  the  priests  theirs,  with  loud  hosannas  i 
was  rolled  along  toward  the  imperial  city.  Whil 
crossing  the  Xolco  canal  the  bridge  broke,  and  th 
stone  sank  beneath  the  water,  dragging  down  the  high 
priest  and  his  attendants,  "who  went  to  hell  quicke 
than  the  stone,"  comments  the  pious  Torquemadj 

Indios  decian el  Sol  ba  quemado  este  Templo;  porque  ni  hemos  visi 

Relampago,  ni  hemos  oido  Trueno.'  Tormumada^  i.  214,  234.  Believing,  < 
pretending  to  believe,  the  city  attacked  by  enemies,  the  Tlatelulcans  rashc 
to  arms,  for  which  excess  of  zeal  they  were  ponished  by  a  suspension  of  a 
their  townsmen  who  held  positions  at  court.  NaUve  Races,  v.  461-67. 
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The  six>ne,  however,  was  recovered,  and  consecrated 
on  the  summit  of  the  great  temple,  in  1512,  with  the 
blood  of  over  twelve  thousand  captives.* 

And  now  Montezuma  almost  wishes  the  calamities 
he  fears  were  already  upon  him,  so  full  of  dread  and 
dire  oppression  is  he.  Priests,  chiefs  of  wards,  and 
other  officials,  says  Tezozomoc,  are  commanded  to 
ascertain  and  impart  all  dreams  and  strange  occur- 
rences relating  to  a  coming  people  or  to  the  throne. 
Wise  and  poUtic  as  he  is,  he  does  not  seem  to  know 
that  this  is  only  placing  himself  and  his  malady  at 
the  mercy  of*  the  masses.  Who  could  not  conjure 
up  visions  under  such  a  summons?  Some  old  men 
immediately  come  forward  with  a  dream,  wherein 
Huitzilopochtli's  image  is  overthrown  and  his  temple 
burned   to  the  ground,  leaving  no  vestige.     Certain 

*  Torquemada  assumes  that  the  12,210  victiinB  comprised  also  those  offered 
at  the  consecratum  of  two  new  temples,  Tlamatzmco  and  Quaohxicalli. 
See  Native  RaceSy  v.  471.  Tezozomoo  relates  that  the  laborers,  after  striving 
in  Yain  to  move  the  stone  from  its  original  site,  heard  it  utter,  in  a  muffled 
voice,  '  Your  efiforts  are  in  vain ;  I  enter  not  into  Mexico. '    The  incident  finds 


recovering  from  their  alarm,  they  tried  again,  and  now  the  stone  moved 
aLoiost  of  its  own  accord.  Another  halt  is  made,  a  second  oracle  delivered, 
and  finaUy  the  stone  reaches  the  bridge,  where  it  disappears  into  the  water. 
Amid  the  invocation  of  priests,  divers  descend  in  search,  only  to  come  back 
with  the  report  that  no  vestigeof  it  is  to  be  found ;  but  there  is  a  fathomless  pit 
extending  toward  Chalco.  While  diviners  are  cudgelling  their  brains  for  clues, 
in  comes  a  messen^r  to  announce  that  the  stone,  like  the  Penates  of  .^^eas, 
had  retained  to  its  original  site,  arrayed  in  all  the  sacrificial  ornaments. 
Observing  in  this  occurrence  the  divine  will,  Montezuma  let  the  stone  remain, 
and  i«cogni2ing  at  the  same  time  a  menace  to  himself,  perhaps  of  speedy 
death,  he  ordered  his  statue  to  be  at  once  sculptured  by  the  side  of  his  pre- 
decessors, on  the  rocky  face  of  Chapultepeo  Hill.  Tezozomoc  describes  the 
statue.  Hist,  Mex,,  ii.  204-7.  Duran,  Biat.  Ind.^  MS.,  ii.  31^-27.  Clavigero, 
SUyria  Meas. ,  i.  292-3.    Among  the  troubles  which  after  this  fell  upon  the 


Jlerrera,  dec.  lit  lib.  ii.  cap.  ix.  A  deluce  in  Tuzapan,  and  a  fall  of  snow 
which  overwhelmed  the  army  en  route  for  Amatlan.  While  crossing  the 
mountainB,  rocks  and  trees  came  tumbling  down  ujpon  them,  killing  a  large 
number,  while  others  froze  to  death.  Iztlilxochitl  places  this  m  1514. 
Others  say  1510.  Durins  the  Soconusco  campaign,  see  Native  Races,  v.  472, 
the  ground  opened  near  Mexico,  and  threw  up  water  and  fish.  The  Indians 
interpreted  tois  to  agmfy  a  victory,  but  the  lord  of  Culhuacan  intimated, 
with  a  shake  of  the  head,  that  one  force  expelled  another,  whereat  Monte- 
zuma's delight  somewhat  abated.  'Qnando  prendio  Cortes  a  entrambos,  se 
aocard6  (Montezuma)  muy  bien  de  aquellaa  poJabras.*  Herrera,  ubi  sup. 
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hags  next  appear  with  a  dream  of  a  furious  strean 
which  has  swept  away  the  palace  and  temple,  forciD 
the  lords  to  flee  the  city. 

This  will  not  do.  Away  with  such  trumpery  I  An 
so  the  terrified  monarch  hurls  the  evil  dreamers  in! 
prison,  and  leaves  them  there  to  die  of  starvatioi 
while  he  orders  on  new  ones  in  the  persons  of  tt 
priests  and  men  of  circumspection.  But  softly  noT 
These  wise  ones  deem  it  prudent  not  to  dream  at  al 
which  course  only  adds  suspicion  to  the  hot  anger  ( 
Montezuma.  Next  he  calls  on  all  astrologers,  sorcei 
ers,  and  diviners  in  the  empire  to  dr^am,  to  cauj 
others  to  dream,  and  to  declare  their  dreams;  to  d< 
clare  the  secrets  of  the  starry  realms,  and  all  thim 
pertinent  on  and  in  this  earth.  Neither  will  these  pi 
their  avocation  during  such  troublous  times.  Dow 
with  them,  then,  to  the  lowest  depths  1  In  prisoi 
however,  they  do  understand  that  the  planets  and  te 
restrial  phenomena  combine  to  foreshadow  extraord 
nary  occurrences,  whether  for  good  or  evil  the  emper< 
will  soon  enough  know.  ''Force  them  to  tell;  bui 
them  else,"  are  the  next  instructions.  But  the  me 
sengers  find  the  prison,  though  guarded,  empty.  Tl 
unhappy  monarch  sends  to  their  respective  towns  ar 
demolishes  their  houses,  but  these  agents  of  offende 
heaven  are  never  seen  again.*^ 

^  Meanwhile  it  came  to  pass  that  an  eagle  swooped  down  upon  a  peasant 
work  in  afield  not  far  from  Mexico,  and  seizinir  him  by  the  hair  in  full  view 
his  neighbors,  bore  him  out  of  sight.  Landed  hieh  upon  a  mountain,  the  m 
found  himself  led  by  invisible  hands  through  a  dark  cave  into  a  hall  of  di 
zling  splendor,  where  Montezuma  lay  as  if  asleep.  Less  favored  than  Gan 
mede,  he  was  permitted  to  see  no  other  form,  but  voices  around  explained 
him  tiiat  this  was  a  representation  of  the  emperor  intoxicated  with  pride  a] 
blinded  by  vanity.  Tezozomoc  writes  that  tne  eagle  assumed  the  form  of 
lord  and  spoke;  but  a  superior  being  can  hardly  be  supposed  to  have  aasum 
the  office  of  carrying  a  low  peasant.  A  lighted  pipe  with  a  rose  was  placed 
his  hand,  with  orders  to  bum  a  mark  upon  the  monarch's  leg,  and  tben  pi 
ceed  to  court  and  relate  to  him  what  had  occurred,  pointing  out  the  blisi 
in  testimony.  The  gods  were  annoyed  at  his  conduct  and  rule,  which  h: 
evoked  the  ills  soon  to  overthrow  him.  Let  him  amend  and  use  well  t 
short  term  still  allotted  to  him.  The  next  moment  the  peasant  found  hims' 
borne  through  the  air  by  the  eagle,  which  enjoined  upon  him  to  obey  the  coi 
mand  received.  The  man  did  so,  and  Monteznma,  recalling  a  droun  to  t 
same  effect,  looked  and  found  a  wound,  which  now  began  to  bum  painfuU 
Throwing  the  man  into  prison  as  an  evil  sorcerer,  he  sought  his  doctors  for  ] 
lief.    'Lo  que  vio  el  labrador,  pudo  ser  que  aconteciesse  en  vision  imaginati 
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This,  and  more  of  yet  wilder  strain  continued  in  the 
note,  shows  at  least  that  prior  to  the  coming  of  the 

porque .  no  es  increyble  que  DioB  por  medio  de  vn  Angel  bueno  ordenaBse .... 

que  aquel  aoiao  ae  diease.*  Hei-rerat  dec.  iii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  ix.  Montezuma  now 
resolved  to  seek  a  refuse  where  none  of  the  threatened  eyils  might  reach 
him.  The  place  selected  was  Cicalco,  *  house  of  the  rabbit/  painted  by  the 
myths  as  an  abode  of  delight,  abounding  in  every  product,  sown  with 
flowers,  and  flowing  with  crystal  waters,  a  place  where  death  never  entered. 
As  a  preliminary  step  four  human  victims  were  flayed  and  their  spirits 
sent  to  Huemac,  the  ruler  of  that  region,  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  living: 
messengers.  These  consisted  of  sorcerers,  accompanied  by  dwarfs  and  hunch- 
backs to  carry  the  flayed  skins  as  presents.  Two  hunchbacks  were  sent  with 
the  skins  of  ten  flayed  men,  says  Duran.  Entering  the  cave  leading  to  Cicalco,. 
they  were  enided  oy  its  guardian  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  presented 
themselvesDef ore  the  Aztec  Pluto.  With  humble  reverence  they  proffered  the 
skins  with  the  prayer  of  Montezuma  for  admission  into  that  abode  of  delights 
and  into  his  service.  Unwilling  to  make  an  exception  to  the  rule  for  admis-^ 
sion  through  death's  portals,  Huemac  sent  the  messengers  back  with  pres- 
ents, giving  the  evasive  reply  that  their  master  should  confide  to  him  his  sor- 
rows and  await  relief.  On  receiving  this  report  Montezuma  angrily  ordered 
the  men  to  be  cast  into  prison,  and  sent  other  messengers  with  fresh  skins, 
repeating  his  request  for  admission,  yet  conforming  in  so  far  as  to  ask  for  on 
explanation  of  the  many  signs  abroad.  Huemac,  again  avoiding  a  direct- 
answer,  told  them  that  Cicalco  was  quite  a  different  pliKse  from  what  they  sup- 
posed it  to  be.  He  and  his  comrades  stayed  not  of  their  own  accord,  but 
were  kept  there  by  a  superior  power,  steeped  in  abject  toil  and  misery.  This  un- 
satisfactoiy  report  entailed  upon  the  messengers  the  same  punishment  as  be* 
fore.  Two  Acolbuan  chiefs  were  now  entrusted  with  fresh  skins  and  the  request- 
that  Huemac  should  at  least  explain  the  signs  which  threatened  the  emperor, 
if  he  still  refused  him  admission.  Among  these  signs  is  mentioned  a  white- 
cloud  rising  at  midnight  toward  the  sky.  Propitiated  by  the  higher  rank 
or  qualities  of  these  messengers,  or  by  the  earnest  perseverance  of  their  mas- 
ter, Huemac  explained  that  the  suffering  and  menaces  were  the  result  of  his 
pride  and  cruelty.  Let  him  amend,  ana  as  a  prelininary  task  begin  a  fast  of 
eighty  days.  This  accomplished,  Huemac  would  meet  him  at  Tlachtonco,  on 
the  summit  of  Chapultepec.  Montezuma  was  so  delighted  with  this  answer- 
that  he  rewarded  the  chiefs  most  liberally,  and  made  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments for  the  government  of  the  empire  during  his  seclusion.  Going  at  tne- 
appointed  time  to  Tlachtonco,  a  brilliant  stone  ordered  him  to  make  certain 
preparations  and  return  in  four  days,  when  he  would  be  conducted  to  Cicalco. 
This  he  did,  i^ter  enjoining  secrecy  upon  all  who  had  assisted  in  the  matter. 
Arrayed  in  a  human  skin  adorned  with  precious  stones,  gold,  and  feathers,  he« 
seated  himself  upon  a  feathered  throne,  surrotmded  by  his  richly  dressed 
dwarf  and  hnnchoock  pages,  and  in  this  guise  awaited  Huemac.  Soon  a  light- 
in  the  distance,  brilliant  as  the  sun,  announced  the  approach  of  the  mys- 
terious being,  and  hope  leaped  high  in  Montezuma*s  breast.  It  stopped, 
however,  and  the  emperor  was  devoured  by  anxiety.  Suddenly  a  human 
voice  rocalled  him  from  his  absorption.  It  was  that  of  the  guardian  of 
Tzoncoztli  temple,  who  related  that  Huemac,  interdicted  by  supreme  com- 
mand from  approaching  the  emperor,  had  commissioned  hun  to  recall  his 
master  to  duty.  His  presence  is  needed  in  Mexico  to  direct  public  affairs 
and  to  infuse  respect  among  the  hostile  nations,  who  would  rise  the  mo- 
ment  his  disappearance  became  known.  What  will  his  subjects  think?  H& 
must  obey  the  divine  command,  and  remember  that  he  is  emperor  of  the 
world.  Montezuma  yielded  rductantly  and  reentered  his  palace,  taking  to  hia 
side  tJie  fail^ol  Tzoncoztli  ffuardian,  and  chax^ring  all  to  keep  the  secret. 
Taozomoe,  Hist.  Mex.y  ii.  21^27;  and  in  ^ng^bwrwugK%  Mex,  ArU„  v.  469,. 
ctseq.;  Dtertm,  HUL  Ind.,  MS.,  ii*  82S.4d. 
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Spaniards  the  people  of  the  Mexican  valley,  and  the 
sovereign  in  particular,  were  profoundly  moved  wil 
fearful  forebodings  of  calamity  of  some  kind.  Ar 
whether  these  forebodings  pointed  to  some  stranj 
arrival  by  sea  or  other  marvel,  certain  it  is  that  th( 
opened  the  door  of  this  rich  realm  to  the  invaders. 

Ever  intent  on  means  to  propitiate  the  gods,  Mont 
zuma  in  1517  hit  upon  the  idea  of  plating  the  temp 
of  Huitzilopochtli  with  gold  set  with  precious  stom 
and  feathers,  and  gave  the  order  accordingly  to  Tzoi 
pantzin,  the  minister  of  finance.  Now  Tzompanzt 
was  an  old  and  faithful  servant  of  the  governmen 
blunt  withal,  and  nowise  afraid  to  die.  He  was  < 
the  ancient  chivalry,  not  wholly  in  sympathy  wil 
the  present  regime,  and  did  not  hesitate  to  expo 
tulate  with  his  sovereign,  saying  that  the  peop 
would  be  ruined  by  the  proposed  tax.  "Beside,"  1 
concluded,  "Huitzilopochtli  will  not  long  be  god,  f 
those  even  now  are  coming  who  will  take  for  thei 
selves  all  these  riches  and  lord  it  over  us  forever 
That  very  night  Tzompantzin  and  his  son  were  polite 
escorted  across  the  dark  river.* 

The  following  year,  1518,  the  temple  of  Coatlan  wj 
dedicated,  with  the  usual  sacrifices,  the  last  recordc 
holocaust  to  consecrate  a  heathen  temple.  For  alreac 
the  white-winged  vessels  of  Spain  were  at  hand,  havii 
on  board  the  messengers  of  a  purer  religion,  even 
it  did  not  at  once  prove  to  be  the  gospel  of  peace 
the  poor  Indian. 

Pinotl,  calpixque  of  Cuetlachtlan,  was  the  first  < 
Montezuma's  captains,  according  to  the  native  recor 
to  make  observations  for  the  emperor  of  the  dreadc 
visitants.  Prompted  no  less  by  zeal  in  his  mastei 
service  than  by  curiosity,  Pinotl,  with  several  atten( 
ants,  armed  with  provisions  and  rich  mantles  f< 
presents,  had  mingled  with  the  crowd  which  boarde 
Grijalva's  vessel,  and  had  prostrated  himself  at  tl 
feet  of  the  commander  and  his  officers  as  before  kin^ 

*  Codex  C7umalpopoc€L,  in  BrasHur  de  Bourbaurg, Hiti,  Nat,  Crv.,  iv.  35-€^ 
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or  gods.^     The  beads  and  other  trinkets  given  in  re- 
turn for  their  goods  they  received  as  priceless  marks 
of  favor  from  supernatural  personages.    When  Pinotl 
explained  as  best  he  was  able  the  majesty  and  wealth 
of  his  sovereign,  Grijalva  promised  to  return  some 
day  and  visit  him  in  his  great  city.     Bearing  with 
them  paintings  on  amatl^  or  maguey  paper,  of  the 
vessels  with  dl  their  belongings,  and  of  the  soldiers 
and  sailors  with  their  arms,  armor,  dress,  and  atti- 
tude, down  to  their  very  swagger,  and  leaving  orders 
that  the  strangers  should  be  treated  with  every  con- 
sideration, the  chief  men  of  the  province  set  out  by 
fast  relays  to  report  the  awful  tidings  to  the  emperor." 
Entering   the   imperial    presence   they  prostrated 
their  bodies  to  the  ground,  which  they  kissed,  declar- 
ing themselves  worthy  of  death  for  having  ventured 
unbidden  before  their  lord,  but  their  mission  permitted 
no  delay.      "For  oh!  most  dread  sovereign,"  they  ex- 
claimed, "we  have  seen  gods!    All  of  us  here  present 
have  seen  their  water-houses   on  our   shores.     We 
have  talked  with  them,  and  eaten  with  them,  and 
have  handled  them  with  our  hands;   we  have  given 
them  gifts,  and  have  received  in  return  these  price- 
less treasures.'*    Then  they  showed  the  glass  beads,  a 
specimen  too  often  approaching  the  value  of  the  gifts 
received  by  the  strong  from  the  weak.     Montezuma 
sat  mute,  scarcely  heeding  the  messages  sent  him  by 
Grijalva,  concerned  most  of  all  that  vassals  should 
not  witness  his  dismay.    Here  again  was  his  phantasy 
before  him,  hke  the  shade  of  dead  Hector  before 

^  'Beaaron  todos  las  proas  de  las  naos  en  senal  de  adoracion,  pensaron  que 
era  el  Dioa  Quetzalcoatl  que  volyia.*  Sakagufiy  Hist,  Conq.y  i  5. 

*  According  to  Tezozomoc,  an  Indian,  with  ears,  thumbs,  and  big  toes  cut 
off,  arrived  from  Mictlanouauhtla  with  the  report  that  he  had  seen  a  round 
mountain  on  the  sea  moving  to  and  fro  without  approaching  the  shore.  The 
inlomuint  was  placed  under  guard,  and  a  chief  with  an  attendant  sent  to 
Pinotl  to  verify  the  statement,  and  to  chide  him  for  neglect  to  report.  They 
soon  returned  to  say  that  from  a  tree  they  had  seen  two  such  mountains  or 
towers,  from  one  of  which  a  canoe  had  set  out  on  a  fishing  trip.  The  men  on 
board  had  white  faces  and  hands,  long,  thick  beard,  long  hair,  raiments  of 
varied  and  brilliant  colors,  and  round  head-covering.  The  mutilated  Indian 
being  now  odled  to  answer  further  questions,  his  prison  cell  was  found  vacant. 
Hid.  Mex.,  ii.  232-4;  Duran,  HiU,  Ind.,  MS.,  ii.  35^77. 
HtsT.  Mix..  Voa..  L   i 
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-^neas,  warning  him  against  hopeless  resistance  t 
the  preordained  fall  of  Troy. 

Bidding  the  men  retire  and  keep  secret  what  the 
had  seen,  Montezuma  hastily  summoned  his  priv 
council,*  King  Cacama  of  Tezcuco,  his  brother  Cuitls 
huatzin,  lord  of  Itzapalapan,  and  laid  before  thei 
the  mystery.  After  sage  consultations,  attended  b 
divinings  and  comparisons  of  signs,  prophecies,  an 
traditions,  not  unlike  the  means  by  which  we  of  to-da 
likewise  ascertain  the  unknowable,  it  was  conclude 
that  this  commander  was  none  other  than  the  fail 
hued  god  himself,  who  had  returned  to  resume  th 
throne,  as  he  had  said.  Therefore  resistance  woul 
be  in  vain ;  and  the  only  proper  course  was  to  tende 
worthy  reception  and  conciliate  with  gifts.  The  chiei 
were  sent  back  with  orders  for  the  governors  of  th 
coast  districts^®  to  report  any  arrival  or  strange  occui 
rence.  Following  them  was  an  embassy  of  five  person 
bearing  rich  presents,  with  instructions  to  bid  the  go 
welcome  in  the  name  of  the  emperor  and  of  his  court 
yet  they  were  to  watch  him  closely.  But  the  embass^ 
was  too  late.     Grijalva  had  gone." 

•  Torquemada^  i.  379,  names  ten  members,  while  VeytiA,  Hitt,  Ant,  M&j 
iii.  378,  says  there  were  twelve. 

10  Particularly  at  Nauhtla,  Toztla,  Mictla,  and  Qnanhtla.  TorquemadA 
L  379;  Sahagun,  liisL  Conq.,  i.  6,  calls  the  districts  Cuextecatl,  Naulitlantoz 
Ian,  and  Mictlanquactla.  Braaseur  de  Bourbourg,  Hist,  Not.  Civ.,  iv.  4J 
writes  more  correctly  Nauthtlan,  Tochtlan,  andMictlan-Quauhtla. 

^^Torquemada,  i.  379-80,  expresses  his  disapproval  of  Gomara  and  He: 
rera  for  following  only  Spanish  versions,  and  ignoring  the  Tndian  records  tu 
quired  by  himself  and  otoers,  including  Sahagun.  The  latter  assumes  thi 
Montezuma  has  been  apprised  of  Grijalva's  departure  before  the  embassy  leavei 
and  this  body  is  therefore  not  sent  till  Cortes  arrives.  Hist.  Conq. ,  i.  7.  Thi 
is  not  unlikely,  for  council  had  to  be  first  held  and  the  future  course  detei 
mined,  and  messengers  were  always  on  the  way  between  the  subject  province 
and  the  capital,  ready  to  convey  news.  But  most  writers,  followed  by  th 
Native  RaceSf  take  the  view  presented  in  the  text.  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ii 
cap.  ix.,  who  is  very  brief  on  Grijalva's  visit,  says,  when  it  was  leame 
that  the  Spaniards  wanted  gold,  the  governors  on  the  coast  were  ordered  t 
bcui^r  with  it,  and  to  find  out  what  further  object  they  had  in  coming 
Ixtlilxochitl  states  that  merchants  from  the  coast  fair  brought  the  first  new 
of  Grijalva  to  Mexico.  Veytia,  Hist,  A  fit,  M^j.,  iii.  377-8,  is  brief  on  the  sub 
jcct.  Tezozomoc  describes  the  necklace,  bracelet,  and  other  jewelry  prepare 
as  presents  by  four  of  the  leading  goldsmiths  and  lapidaries.  With  uiese  th 
chief  who  had  been  to  the  coast  to  observe  the  floatins  towers  is  ordered  t 
seek  the  white  men.  Pinotl  must  prepare  food  for  them,  and  if  they  eal 
they  are  surely  Quetzalcoatl  and  his  suite.     '  But  if  they  prefer  human  flesh, 
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majB  Duran,  in  his  Yenion,  'and  wish  to  eat  yon,  let  them  do  ao;  I  promiae 
to  look  to  the  future  of  your  children  and  relatives.'  HiH,  Ind,,  MS.,  li.  366- 
7.     'If  you  are  convinced  that  it  is  Quetzalcoatl,*  continued  Montezunia,  I 

'adorn  his  person  with  these  jewels  made  for  the  purpose,  and  say  that  I  bes 
him  humbly  to  come  and  take  possession  of  the  throne  which  I  hold  for  hiuL  | 

Tezozomoc,  Hist,  Mex.,  ii.  236-9.     This  author  confounds  Grijalva  and  Cort^,  | 

but  allowB  the  jewels  and  message  to  reach  the  latter.    According  to  Duran,  ! 

Montezuma  telLs  the  chief  to  ask  the  god  for  permission  to  finiu  his  rule; 
after  hie  death  he  is  welcome  to  the  throne.     *Que  me  de^e  morir,  y  que  da-  ' 

apues  de  yo  muerto  venga  muy  de  norabuena,  y  tome  su  Keyno  pues  es  suyo 
y  lo  dej6  en  guarda  &  mis  antepasados/  ut  supra.  Acosta,  Aist.  Ind,,  508-14 
refers  briefly  to  this  subject,  and  to  the  various  omens  and  visions,  some  of 
which  he  regards  as  dreams  imparted  by  angels.  Meanwhile  fresh  messengers 
arrive  to  report  that  the  white  captain  had  spread  the  wings  of  his  floating 
mountains  and  faded  awav  in  the  east.  They  bring  later  drawings  and  gifts, 
including  beads,  shirts,  a  hat,  some  biscuits  and  wine.  The  monarch  crunches 
the  biscuits  and  admits  them  to  be  ^food,  but  the  wine,  with  its  penetrating 
sweetness,  lulling  the  senses  and  callmg  up  happy  visions,  this  deWhts  him« 
and  specimens  of  both  are  deposited  upon  the  altar  of  Quetzalcoatlat  Tula. 
Final^,  on  seeing  the  glass  necklace,  he  declares  the  giver  to  be  indeed  the 
Acatl  Ynacuitl,  the  travelling  god  of  the  reed;  and  deeming  himself  un- 
worthy of  so  brilliant  an  adornment,  he  consecrates  it  to  the  g(Kls.  The  best 
painters  are  called  to  give  a  superior  representation  of  the  strai^e  visitors  from 
the  rude  drawings  brought  by  tne  messengers,  and  from  their  description,  while 
the  old  and  wise  men  are  asked  for  recollections  and  ideas  which  may  throw 
light  upon  the  subject.  After  much  search  a  tradition  is  raked  up,  wherein 
a  race  is  to  come  from  the  east  mounted  on  serpents  or  masted  mountains, 
and  with  them  a  white,  bearded  people,  astride  of  bis  deers  and  eagles,  who 
will  land  at  Tzonapan,  and  obtain  possession  of  all  the  land.  Tliey  are  also 
described  as  a  one-legged  people,  with  the  face  in  the  middle  of  the  body,  of 
white  complexion  and  with  long  beard.  In  confirmation  thereof  is  produced 
an  old  painting,  which  agrees  with  those  depicting  the  late  arrivals.  Con- 
vinced of  the  identity,  Montezuma  orders  the  governors  of  the  coast  provinces 
to  maintain  a  close  watch  for  the  return  of  the  strangers,  so  that  he  may  re- 
ceive speedy  notice.  Tezozomoc,  Hvnt,  Mex,,  ii.  241-50;  Duran,  Hist.  Ind., 
MS.,  ii.  359-92. 

This  chapter  presents  but  a  faint  picture  of  the  state  of  affairs  within  the 
Mexican  empire  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  Cortes.  As  I  said  at  the  outset, 
all  this  I  have  ffiven  in  my  NcUive  Races,  and  can  not  of  course  repneat  it  here. 
Further  authorities  on  omens  and  on  the  state  of  the  Aztec  empire,  most  of 
them,  however,  of  no  value,  are  Carbajal  Espmosa,  Hist.  31  ex.,  ii.  5-12;  Bel- 
trami^ Afexique,  ii.  137-9  and  142-3;  Zamacois,  Hist.  Mij.,  iii.  130-2;  Vetai^ 
cvrtt  TecUro  Afcx.,  pt.  iiL  124-6;  Bos,  Leben  der  See-Helden,  4-5;  Hazart,  Kir- 
chen'Oegdiichte,  ii.  505-8;  Touran,  Hist.  Oen.  ^m.,  iii.  127-34;  Viagero  Univ., 
xxvi.  192-237;  Larenaudi^re,  Mex.  et  Guat,  7S-6;  Lafond,  Voy.,  i.  105-7? 
Egqiesttm^a  Montezuma,  11-17;  Sammlung  alter  Reisebesch,,  xiii.  289-91;  Rvs- 
9dts  Hist.  Am.,  i.  76-9;  Laluirpe,  Ahr^gi,  ix.  268-73;  Du  Perrier,  Oen.  Hist. 
Vau  332^^;  Burke^s  Europ.  Set.,i.  71;  8mollHt*s  Voy.,  L  214-19;  Chewn- 
lier  Mexique,  7-22;  *Mexiqtie  6tudes,  9-10;  Robertson^s  Hist.  Am.,  ii.  17-18; 
Bussierre,  L*E!mp.  Mex.,  119-30;  Jfanst,  C<mq.  di  Mess.  14-19;  Rourty  ConqttHe 
liaJfex.,  211-20. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

THE  COMBATANTS  SALUTE. 

AfbHt-Mat,  1519. 

Tbe  Embassy  vbom  the  Shobe— The  New  Intebpreteb— Mabina— I 
Appeabancx  and  Qualitt — Heb  Romantic  Histobt — She  Clea 

TO  THE  SpAKIABDS  AND  TO  COBT^S — AnD  BECOMES    OnE  OF    THE  H 

Impobtant  Chabactebs  op  the  Conquest— The  Spaniabds  Land  j 
FoBM  AN  Encampbient— The  Govebnob  Comes  with  Pbesents— 1 
Spaniabds  Astonish  the  Natives — ^Who  Repobt  all  to  Mo5 
EUMA— CoBTifes  Sends  the  Monabch  Pbesents — Council  Called 
Mexico— Montezuma  Detebmines  not  to  Keceive  the  Stbangks 
Recipbogates  in  Pbesents  a  Hundbedfold— CobtAs  Pebsist 
Montezuma  Declines  mobe  Fibmly— Olmedo  Attempts  Convees 
— ^Teuhtlile,  Offended,  Withdbaws  his  People  fbom  the  Cami 
THE  Spaniabds. 

Under  San  Juan  de  Ulua  the  fleet  of  Cortes  rei 
at  anchor,  lying  lazily  there,  its  fiery  purpose  cloth 
in  peaceful  white,  like  a  snow-capped  volcano  baski 
in  the  sunUght.  The  ships  had  been  watched  fn 
afar  by  expectant  eyes;  and  now  from  the  wonderi 
multitude  that  Unes  the  Chalchiuhcuecan^  shore  co] 
two  large  canoes,  whose  occupants  step  to  the  deck 
the  flag-ship  and  reverentially  ask  for  the  Tlatoa 
Their  language  is  new  to  Aguilar;  none  of  t 
company  can  understand  it.  What  is  to  be  doB 
Modestly  speaks  one  of  the  female  slaves,  *'Th( 
are  Mexicans,  sent  by  Cuitlalpitoc,*  cacique  of  i 

^  See  NcUive  Races,  iv.  434.  Duraii's  native  records  call  this  the  'p 
•f  Chalchuih^ueyacan.  Higt,  Ind,,  MS.,  ii.  389.  The  spelling  by  difiei 
aothorities  differs  ffreatly.  Clavigero,  and  Veytia,  Hist.  AnL  Mif,,  in.  I 
Ave  April  21  as  the  date  of  arrival,  while  Bustamante,  in  Sahagun,  I 
Ccnq.  (ed.  Mex.  1845),  135,  makes  it  the  22d.  Year  Ce  AcatL  IxtUbtoc 
MtL,  411.    Sahagun,  Hist.  Conq.y  L  7.,  says  13  oonejos. 

'  Tcrquemada^  L  387.    Benial  Diaz  writes  Pitalpitoque,  named  by 

(U«) 
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nearest  town,  to  welcome  the  white  chief  and  oflfer 
their  devotion.  They  would  likewise  know  whence 
he  comes,  and  why." 

Instantly  all  eyes  are  on  the  speaker,  who  under 
their  continued  gaze  draws  back,  abashed  at  her  own 
temerity,  while  the  warm  blood  mantles  beneath  its 
clear  olive  confine,  and  the  breath  comes  inconstant 
between  parted  lips.  Cortes  regards  her  as  she  stands- 
there  unconscious  of  the  important  service  she  has 
rendered  him;  for  possessed  she  the  power  of  Thetis, 
to  assume  any  form  she  pleased,  the  fair  interpreter 
could  not  at  this  juncture  have  appeared  before  the 
chief  in  any  other  aspect  half  so  fascinating.  Who  is 
she?  The  one  baptized  Marina,  at  Tabasco;  and  who, 
being  the  greatest  lady  there,  was  given  to  Puerto- 
carrero,  the  greatest  gentleman  present.  Why  had 
she  been  given  to  Puertocarrero?  Why  had  not  the 
chief  chamberer  himself  taken  her?  Cortes  had 
weightier  matters  on  his  mind.  He  was  playing  for 
empire,  and  would  not  now  stop  to  divide  the  petty 
winnings  with  his  men.  By  and  by  right  royally  will 
he  reward  the  unsanctified  within  him  for  its  absti- 
nence. As  for  this  girl,  he  seems  now  for  the  first 
time  to  see  her.*  Had  Marina,  the  slave,  been  born 
in  other  lands,  under  different  auspices,  to  what  exalted 
sphere  might  not  her  personal  loveliness  and  beauty 
of  character  have  entitled  her  I 

They  say  she  was  fair  for  an  Indian;  very  beautiful 
she  certainly  is,  and  of  that  order  of  loveliness  that 
captivates  the  understanding  no  less  than  the  pas- 
sions. The  old  as  well  as  the  young  are  ravished  with 
her  beauty,  even  as  with  Helen  were  the  elders  of 
Troy.  She  is  about  eighteen,  and  in  form  and  features 
perfect;  her  long  hair  falling  over  smooth,  round 
shoulders,  and  from  large  lustrous  eyes  radiating  a 

SpAniardsOvandillo.  Hid,Verdad,,25.    Herrera,  Pitalpitoc.    Soils,  followed 
by  Robertson,  Hlpatoe.    Bernal  IHaz  and  Gomara  name  Tenhtlile,  the  chief 
governor  of  the  province,  who  lived  farther  in  the  interior,  as  the  sender. 
*  According  to  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex,^  40,  and  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap.  iv.» 
'  interpreter  is  not  discovered  until  four  days  later. 
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tender   melancholy  that  overspreads    the   face  am 

tones  to  harmony  whatever  falls  beneath  its  influcHa 

Sweet  and  frank   in   her  disposition,  she  is  nevei 

theless  resolute  enough  upon  occasion;   yet  in  he 

ordinary  mood  there  is  a  rare  OTace  and  femininitj 

in  which  she  is  as  liquid  and  pellucid  as  a  passage  i 

f  Herodotus.     There  is  no  shame  in  her  blush,  nothin: 

\  bordering  on  conscious   inferiority  in   her  bearing 

nothing  that  these  or  any  other  beings  may  do  unt 

,  her  can  lessen  her  self-respect.     She  scarcely  knoi» 

she  is  a  slave,  the  plaything  of  passion;  she  finds  th 

world  made  so,  men  the  stronger  and  wickeder,  an 

she  has  but  to  acquiesce.* 

Cortes  is  deeply  interested.  As  if  from  heave 
some  bright  being  had  been  sent  to  his  assistance 
so  comes  to  him  Marina  now.  What  is  her  history 
Strangely  romantic.  She  is  the  daughter  of  a  cacique 
born  at  Painala,  eight  leagues  from  Goazacoalct 
While  yet  a  child  her  father  died;  and  upon  a  soi 
the  fruit  of  a  second  marriage,  the  mother  centred  a 
her  affections.  To  secure  to  him  the  succession  an 
inheritance  which  rightly  belonged  to  the  daughte 
Marina  was  given  as  a  slave  to  some  travelling  me] 
chants  of  Xicalanco,  while  a  slave  girl  who  had  jui 
died  was  passed  off  for  Marina  and  buried  with  tl 
usual  stately  ceremonies.*  Arrived  at  Tabasco,  Marir 

*  *£ntremetida,  6  desembuelta/  slabbers  that  lecherous  old  soldier  Ben 
Diaz.  To  call  women  loose  comes  well  from  men  who  spend  their  lives 
making  them  so.  If,  as  has  been  stated,  the  women  of  her  native  distr 
iiave  borne  a  reputation  not  altogether  enviable,  whose  fault  is  it?  1^ 
theirs,  truly.  Tnat  this  girl  was  the  mistress  of  men,  under  the  circui 
stances,  detracts  not  one  iota  from  her  cood  name  in  the  minds  of  right-thii] 
ing  persons ;  nay,  it  detracts  nothing  &om  her  purity  of  mind,  her  honesi 
or  ner  innate  morality.  'Reprehensiole  medio  de  asegurarla  en  su  fidelida< 
■ays  Solis,  Hist.  Conq,  Mex.,  i.  119,  otherwise  so  ready  to  cover  up  the  defe< 
of  his  hero. 

^Berncd  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  24-5.  According  to  Gk)mara  she  vna  be 
in  Viluta,  in  the  direction  of  Jalisco,  the  daughter  of  rich  parents,  relat 
to  the  cacique.  From  them  she  was  stolen  by  traders  and  sold  in  Xicalan< 
Ifigt.  Mex.,  40.  The  town  and  district  may  be  a  corruption  of  Huilotlan, 
Xalatzinco,  which  Ixtlilxochitl,  Uiet.  Chidu^  287,  gives  as  her  native  place,  a 
this  may  be  identical  with  the  present  Oluta  or  Holuta,  near  Acayucan,  on  t 
isthmus  of  Tehuantepec.  Painala  is  no  longer  known.  Fossey,  who  travel! 
through  the  region,  states  that  tradition  makes  Xaltipan  or  Altipan  her  bin 
place,  and  in  support  of  this  belief  a  moimtain  is  pointed  out,  close  to  1 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


AN  EMBODIED  BOMANCE.  119 

iras  sold  to  the  cacique,  and  by  him  transferred  to 
the  Spaniards.  With  a  mind  elastic  and  quick  to 
learn,  to  her  native  Mexican  tongue  she  added  at 
Tabasco  a  knowledge  of  the  Maya,  becoming  after- 
ward proficient  in  Spanish.  And  now  no  longer  slave, 
save  to  the  passion  love,  she  is  to  queen  it  for  a  while 
-as  consort  of  the  conqueror,  becoming  in  the  conquest 
second  only  in  power  and  importance  to  Cortds 
himself,  whom  with  her  whole  soul  she  loves,  and  to 
whom  alone  she  cUngs  after  the  departure  presently  of 
Puertocarrero  for  Spain.  Accompanying  the  invaders 
as  interpreter  and  adviser,  she  shares  their  hardships 
and  rejoices  in  their  successes.  For  is  not  the  daring 
commander  lord  of  her  heart  and  person?  Moreover, 
what  claim  upon  her  has  a  nation  which  drives  her 
into  solitude  beyond  its  border,  and  for  no  crime? 
Therefore,  if  her  newly  found  friends  sicken,  she 
nurses  them;  if  they  despair,  she  comforts  them. 
Nevertheless  she  cannot  forget  her  people,  but  freely 
exerts  her  influence  in  their  behalf,  saving  many  a 
life  and  many  a  town  from  destruction.  Toward  the 
end  both  races  vie  in  showing  her  their  admiration, 
gratitude,  and  respect;  and  although  to  the  Indian 
the  invaders  become  more  and  more  objects  of  execra- 
tion, yet  lie  never  mentions  with  aught  but  loving 
reverence  the  name  Malintzin,  or  Malinche,  as  in  his 
toncfue  is  called  Marina.* 

town,  bearing  the  name  of  Malinche.  Mexique,  26-7;  Oomara,  Hiai.  Mex, 
{Biistamante  ed. ),  i.  41;  Berendt^  in  SaXazar^  Mix.  en  1554, 178;  Herrera,  dec. 
ii.  lib.  V.  cap.  vi. ;  Sahagun,  Hist,  Conq.  i.  15,  mentions  Teticpac,  and  Oviedo 
names  Mexico  as  Marina's  native  place,  iii  259,  while  Saavdra  undertakes 
to  reconcile  the  difierent  statements  by  supposing  that  her  family  came 
•originally  from  Jalisco,  west  of  Anahuac,  to  Mexico  city,  and  thence  to 
Ooazaooalco.  Her  high  intelligence  indicates  that  she  was  educated  in  the 
capital.  Die.  Univ.,  ix.  774. 

'Mexicans  being  unable  to  pronounce  the  'r,'  Marina  became  Malina,  to 
which  the  tzin  was  added  in  respect,  equivalent  to  dofia  or  lady.  Malinche  was 
A  Spanish  corruption,  which  was  at  times  applied  by  the  Indians  to  Cortes,  as 
the  lord  and  companion  of  Marina,  and  Juan  Perez  de  Arteaga  had  also  the 
appellation  added  to  his  name,  from  being  so  often  with  her.  Bemal  Diaz,  HiaL 
Verdad.t  62.  Another  conjecture  is  tlmt  her  original  name  was  Malina,  or 
Malinalli,  signifying  'twisted  thing,'  the  term  for  one  of  the  Mexican  days, 
applied  in  accordance  with  a  native  custom  of  giving  children  the  name  of 
taeir  birthday.     The  name  indeed  is  not  uncommon,  the  lord  of  Tlachqmauhoo» 
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To  the  embassy  of  Cuitlalpitoc  Cortes  makes  firiendlj 
answer.  He  will  explain  his  purposes  to  the  cacique  ic 
person.  Meanwhile  the  messengers  are  regaled  with 
food;  presents  are  given  them,  and  gold  is  shown  a£ 

for  instance,  being  called  Malinal  or  Malinal  tzin.  Veianevrt^  Teatro  Mex, ,  ii  31 , 
40.  On  findmg  her  own  name  so  similar  to  Marina,  the  Spanish  priest  gave  hej 
this  at  the  font.  The  Indians  usually  acquired  a  surname  after  they  grew  up, 
and  Tenepal  is  that  found  for  Marina.  Siguenza  y  Gfongora,  Parayso  Occid. ,  38 
SaXazar  y  OlarUy  Conq.  Alex.,  211;  Arrdniz,  Orizaba,  171,  182.  To  Cort^  shi 
bore  a  son,  who  was  recognized  by  his  father  and  raised  to  the  rank  of  a  knighi 
of  Santiago.  While  on  the  way  with  Cort^  to  Honduras,  in  1524,  she  wai 
legally  married  to  Captain  Juan  «faramillo.  This  took  place  at  Ostoticpac,  neai 
Orizaba,  and  excited  no  little  comment.  Some  believe  that  the  arrival  oJ 
Cort^*  wife  was  the  cause  of  the  marriage;  but  although  this  may  have  led  U 
his  separation  from  Marina,  it  could  not  have  affected  the  marriage,  since  th( 
wife  was  already  dead.  Cortes  no  doubt  found  her  an  incumbrance,  and  soughi 
to  be  rid  of  it  in  a  manner  honorable  to  her  at  least.  Gomara  accuses  him  o1 
having  made  Jaramillo  drunk  for  the  purpose.  HiaL  Mex. ,  251 ;  but  this  Ber 
nal  Duiz  corrects.  He  knew  one  of  the  witnesses  at  the  ceremony.  HiM, 
Verdad.f  25.  Jaramillo  liad  achieved  a  certain  prominence  as  commandei 
of  one  of  the  bri^antines  which  aided  in  the  siege  of  Mexico,  and  in  othei 
affairs,  and  is  said  to  have  been  an  hidalgo.  Lctlilxochitl  marries  her  tc 
Aguilar,  probably  because  this  seemed  a  fit  union.  Huft.  Chick. ,  287.  Canmrgo, 
Jiist.  Tlax.j  143.  Shortly  after  her  marriage  the  army  halted  at  Goazaco 
alco,  whither  all  the  chiefs  of  the  neighborhood  were  summoned  to  tender 
submission  and  to  receive  instruction  in  the  faith.  Among  them  was  a 
young  cacique  with  his  mother,  whose  resemblance  to  Marina  at  once  called 
the  attention  of  all  acquainted  with  the  story,  and  led  to  her  recognition 
as  the  heartless  parent.  The  old  dame  feared  for  her  life,  but  Slarina 
reassured  her  with  tender  caresses,  excusing  her  conduct  as  controlled  by 
the  deceased  stepfather,  and  cheered  her  with  a  number  of  presents.  She 
presented  her  husband,  and  referred  with  fond  pride  to  the  son  she  had  given 
to  Cortes.  Both  mother  and  half-brother  accepted  baptism,  he  receiving  the 
name  of  Ldzaro,  and  she  that  of  Marta,  an  appropriate  name  for  one  whc 
perhaps  lived  long  enough  to  lament  the  ruin  oi  her  people  and  country,  an 
indirect  result  of  her  unnatural  treatment  of  Marina.  Bemal  Diaz,  who  wit- 
nessed all  this,  and  became  further  acquainted  with  the  family,  declares  Go- 
mara wrong,  and  says :  *Conoci  d  su  madre,  y  d  su  hermano,'  concluding  *todo 
esto  que  digo,  se  lo  oi  muy  certificadamente,  y  se  lo  jur6,  amen. '  Hist.  Verdad. , 
25;  Clavigero,  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  12-14;  CogoUudo,  Hist.  Yucaihan,  38.  Re- 
turning to  Mexico,  she  received  lands  there  and  in  her  native  province,  but 
took  up  her  residence  in  the  capital,  where  her  husband  held  a  prominent 
position  through  his  wealth  and  offices,  such  as  regidor  and  as  the  first  alf ^rez 
of  the  city.  *Recibieron  pi*  Alferes  de  esta  Ciudad  a  Juan  Xaramillo.' 
*  Primer  Alferes.*  Librode  Cahildo,  MS.,  216.  Reference  is  made  to  lots  and 
other  grants  made  to  him  and  his  wife  Dofla  Marina,  on  March  14,  1528,  and 
other  dates.  Id,  Both  held  repartimientos,  one  of  which  lay  in  Xilotepec. 
Marina  appears  to  have  been  still  living  in  Mexico  city  in  1550,  impressing 
her  memory  upon  the  hearts  of  the  grateful  people,  over  whose  welfare  she 
even  now  watches.  Invoked  by  them,  her  spirit  is  frequently  encountered  in 
its  twilight  flights  on  errands  of  mercy  and  consolation,  issuing  from  the 
ancient  groves  of  Chapultepec,  where  centres  the  recollection  of  A^ec  glories. 
Ballads  still  perpetuate  her  virtues,  and  many  a  nature's  monument  bears 
proudly  the  beloved  name  of  Malintzin.  Tradition  also  transforms  her  into  a 
naiad  who  daily  rises  from  the  pool  of  Chapultepec,  sinking  divinely.  Rodr%QUf%^ 
AnAhuac,  4Q\.  She  appears  to  have  had  several  chUdren  by  Cort^.  Penlta 
mentions  five  besides  Martin,  of  whom  two  died  while  young.    The  three 
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something  Spaniards  delight  in.  Then  they  return 
to  the  shore,  which  appears  not  very  inviting,  with 
its  broad  reach  of  sand  and  sandy  hillocks  whirled  up 
by  the  northers.  Likewise  vegetation  hereabout  is 
stunted,  larger  trees  appearing  only  in  the  distance. 
The  place  had  been  recommended  by  Grijalva,  how- 
ever, as  possessing  good  anchorage,  and  the  people  as 
being  rich  and  hospitable.'' 

remaining  were  daughters,  of  whom  two  be<»me  nmis,  and  the  third,  Leonor, 
the  wife  of  Martin  de  Toloaa.  Nat.  Hist.,  75.  This  is  not  whollv  correct^ 
however,  for  in  the  Libro  de  Grobiemo  del  Virey  Mendoza  is  a  aocnment, 
dated  April,  1550,  wherein  the  viceroy  grants  a  petition  from  her  in  favor  of 
her  grandson,  Don  Alonao  de  Estrada,  son  of  Luis  de  Saavedra,  deceased,  and 
encomendero  of  Tilantongo  town.  Alaman's  notes,  in  PreacoWs  Mex.  (Mcx. 
1844),  ii.  2C8-9.  In  Cortes,  Besideneia,  i.  123,  ii.  70,  101,  witnesses  refer  also 
to  a  daughter  of  the  interpreter  Aianna,  with  whom  Cort^  is  accused  of 
having  tampered,  as  he  did  with  the  mother.  If  so,  this  can  hardly  be 
Saavedra's  wife,  but  a  Tabascan  child;  yet  Marina's  master  would  not  have 
presented  a  woman  incumbered  with  a  child  when  he  sought  to  do  honor  to 
the  Spaniards.  Saavedra  allows  Marina  to  proceed  to  Spain  with  her  husband, 
who  procured  for  her  a  high  position  at  court.  Here  she  died,  leaving  several 
children,  from  whom  descended  some  of  the  first  families  in  Srain.  Dic^ 
Univ.,  ix.  778.  But  this  authority  is  too  full  of  blunders  to  be  relied  upon. 
Ideal  portraits  are  given  in  Carbajal Espinoaa,  Hist,  Mex,,u,  65,  and  Zanuicoia, 
H%8t.  M^j.y  ii.  350. 

^  I  have  said,  as  the  native  record  interpreted  by  Tezozomoc  and  Duran  re- 
lates, that  the  fleet  is  sighted  and  reported  long  before  it  reaches  San  Juan  de 
Ulua — ^from  Tabasco,  says  Vetancvrt,  TeatroMex.,  ii.  114.  Montezuma,  who 
had  already  begun  to  hope  that  the  strangers  would  never  return,  becomes  sad 
with  apprehension ;  yet  he  orders  special  relays  to  be  stationed  on  the  route  to 
the  coast,  in  order  to  bring  speedy  news,  commands  his  lieutenant  to  furnish 
the  strangers  with  all  they  need,  and  sends  Tlillancalqui,  the  messenger  who 
met  Grijalva,  to  ascertain  their  object.  He  is  instructed  to  declare  that  Mon- 
tezuma holds  the  throne  as  mere  deputy  at  the  disposal  of  the  white  god,  for 
he  supposes  that  it  is  Quetzalcoatl,  as  before.  If  the  god  intends  to  proceed 
to  Mexico  the  roads  will  be  cleaned,  and  the  towns  and  stations  prepared  for 
his  accommodation.  Tlillancalqui  delivers  his  message,  together  with  a  neck- 
lace of  gold  set  with  precious  stones,  and  in  his  eagerness  to  please  the  strange 
beings  ne  offers  fowl  and  tortilla  to  horses  as  well  as  men.  uort^  signifies  his 
wish  to  ffo  to  Mexico,  and  asks  that  chiefs  be  sent  to  guide  him.  Tlillancalqui 
hurries  back  with  the  message,  leaving  orders  to  supply  the  Spaniards  with 
all  they  desire.  DurcMj  Hist.  Ind.,  MS.,  ii.  389-06;  Tfzoizomoc,  Hist  Mex.,  ii. 
250-3.  According  to  the  version  by  Sahagun  and  Torquemada,  Montezuma 
sends  the  scune  messengers  whom  he  despatched  the  year  before  to  seek 
Grijalva,  but  who  arrived  too  late.  Their  names  are  Yohualychan,  the  leader, 
TepuztecatI,  Tizahua,  Huehuetecatl,  and  Hueycamecatleca.  With  them  are 
sent  the  presents  already  prepared  for  Grijalva,  and  the  sacerdotal  vestments 
of  QuetzalcoatL  On  reacning  the  flag-ship  they  inquire  for  their  king  and 
god  Quetzalcoatl.  At  first  surprised,  Cort^  the  next  moment  catches  the 
clue.  Seating  himself  on  an  improvised  throne,  surrounded  by  a  large  suite, 
he  orders  the  messengers  to  appear.  Being  told  that  he  is  the  personage 
whom  they  seek,  they  prostrate  themselves,  kissing  the  deck.  The  leader 
thereupon  addresses  him:  'Welcome,  god  and  master;  long  have  we,  your 
servants  and  vassals,  waited  for  you.    Montezuma,  your  vassal  and  lieutenant. 
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Early  on  Good  Friday  Cortes  landed,  planted  gun 
upon  the  hillock,  and  began  the  construction  of 
fortified  camp,  consisting  of  houses,  huts,  and  shedf 
high  in  the  centre  of  which  was  placed  a  large  cross 
Informed  of  this,  the  cacique  sent  men  to  carry  timbei 
plaster  the  walls,  and  put  up  awnings.  Food  was  als 
provided,  and  feather-work  and  gold  were  presente 
Cortds,  with  the  information  that  the  governor  woul 
visit  him  presently.  Meanwhile  the  natives  flocke 
in  to  trade,  so  that  on  Saturday  the  place  presente 
the  appearance  of  a  fair,  rather  than  the  encampmeE 
of  an  invading  army. 

On  Easter  Sunday,  while  preparations  were  mad 
for  mass,  Cuitlalpitoc  arrived  with  his  chief,  Teuhtlil< 

?overnor  of  the  province,  whose  residence  vras  a 
!uetlachtlan,  eight  leagues  away.®  Attending  thei 
was  a  large  retinue  of  nobles,  and  slaves'  bearin 
presents.     Cortes,  with  an  escort,  advanced  to  recei\ 

sends  us  to  salute  you,  and  begs  the  acceptance  of  this  small  present  ai 
these  precious  ornaments,  once  used  by  you  as  our  king  and  god.*  They  no 
array  him  in  the  vestments  of  Quetzalcoatl,  addinff  also  many  omamen 
pertaining  to  the  gods  Tezcatlipoca  and  Tlalocatecuhtii,  as  if  to  proclaim  hi 
the  neatest  of  the  gods.  The  most  attractive  pieces  are  a  bejewelled  and  plun 
heaa-dress,  and  a  necklace  of  precious  stones.  *  Is  this  all  the  gift  of  weicon 
tliat  you  bring?'  asks  Cortes.  'Lord  and  king,  it  is  all  that  was  given  i 
for  your  Majesty,'  was  the  reply.  They  are  given  food  and  accommodati( 
for  the  night.  In  order  to  impress  upon  them  the  full  extent  of  Spanii 
power,  they  are  tied  hands  and  feet  while  the  horses  are  exhibited,  the  ani 
displayed,  and  the  guns  fired.  They  are  then  told  that  the  white  men  ha' 
heard  the  fame  of  Mexican  warriors,  as  able  to  overcome  ten  or  even  twem 
times  superior  numbers,  and  desire  a  proof  thereof  by  fighting  them  in  equ 
force.  Swords  and  shields  are  given  them,  but  they  decline,  pleading  the 
character  as  mere  envoys.  They  are  thereupon  insulted  as  cowards,  and  to 
that  the  white  men  will  descend  upon  their  country,  kill  all  who  resist,  tal 
possession  of  the  government,  and  secure  better  presents  than  those  sei 
them.  The  messengers  now  hurry  back  to  Mexico  without  informing  any  oi 
on  the  way  of  what  has  occurred.  Torquema/fa,  i.  3S1-4;  Sahagun^  Hit 
Conq.,  i.  7-11 ;  Sifjiienza  y  Gdngora,  El  Fenix,  MS.,  273-8. 

^Teudilli,  or  Quitaluor,  from  Cotosta,  is  Gomara's  corrupt  form.  Hu 
Mex.,  39.  Herrera  calls  Teuthlille  the  chief  governor,  and  Pitalpitoe  a  chic 
dec.  u.  lib.  v.  cap.  iv.  Teutile,  captain-general,  and  Pilpatoe,  governor.  Soli 
Hist.  Mex.,  i.  119.  Teotlili  arrives  on  Monday.  IxUUxochitl,  Hud.  Chick 
286.  *Tendile,  y  Pitalpitoque  eran  Gouemadores  de  vnas  Prouinciaa  que  i 
dizen,  Cotastlan,  Tustepeque,  Guazpaltepeque,  Tlatalteteclo,  y  de  otros  pu 
bios  que  nueuamete  tenia  sojuzgados. '  Vernal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad. ,  26.  £ 
means,  however,  that  Tendile  is  uie  chief  governor.  Pinotl  had  evidently  lef 
Ouetlachtlan  province  appears  to  have  extended  from  Rio  Papaloapan,  < 
Alvarado,  to  Rio  de  la  Antigua. 

'  Ixtlilxochitl  and  Qomara  place  the  number  attending  at  over  4,000. 
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them,  and  after  interchange  of  courtesies  led  the  way 
to  the  altar,  draped  in  native  cotton  fabrics,  where 
Father  Olmedo  celebrated  mass,***  aided  by  Father 
Juan  Diaz,  A^uilar,  and  a  trained  choir.  The  service 
over,  Cortes  invited  the  chiefs  to  dinner,  and  there 
informed  them  that  he  was  a  captain  of  the  greatest 
monarch  the  sun  smiled  on,  Charles  V.  of  Spam,  who, 
hearing  of  Montezuma's  fame,  had  sent  him  presents 
and  a  message,  which  must  be  delivered  in  person 
immediately."  How  easy  the  way  to  him  who  knows 
it  I  Had  Uortds  but  spoken  the  simple  word,  "I  am 
Quetzalcoatl,  come  to  resume  my  rule,"  he  might 
possibly  at  one  time  have  ridden  midst  hosannas  to 
the  capital,  and  seated  himself  without  resistance  on 
Montezuma's  throne. 

But  the  miniou  of  an  earthly  monarch  is  quite  a . 
different  being  from  the  fair  god  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Aztec  oflficers,  who  answer  somewhat  haughtily,  "  Be 
it  known  to  you  that  our  master  is  the  inferior  of 
none;  and  for  the  present  let  these  gifts  suffice."  Say- 
ing which  the  signal  is  given;  the  slaves  advance  and 
deliver  their  burdens,  consisting  in  part  of  food,  cotton 
fabrics  more  than  ten  bales,  brilliant  feather-work, 
and  a  caeaxtli,  or  basket,  filled  with  wrought  gold  set 
with  rare  stones  and  pearls.  Cortes  expressed  thanks, 
and  gave  for  Montezuma  in  return  a  carved  and  in- 
laid amoL-chair,  some  engraved  marcasite  laid  in  musk- 
scented  cotton,  a  bright  red  cap,  a  gold  medal  stamped 
with  the  figures  of  St  George  and  the  dragon,  twisted 
strings  of  beads,  and  other  articles;  and  would  the 
emperor  deign  to  wear  the  cap  and  occupy  the  chair 
when  it  became  his  pleasure  to  receive  him?  To 
the  chiefs  were  also  given  some  trifles.  Teuhtlile 
promised  to  deliver  to  Montezuma  the  gifts  and  the 

^^Here  Solis  takea  Bemal  Diaz  to  task  for  assertine  that  mass  had  been 
already  aaid  on  Friday.  Hist.  Mex,,  i.  121.  But  the  scholar  is  too  severe  upon 
the  soldier,  whoee  head  is  true  enough,  however  ma^bbe  his  tongue. 

"  'All  Gomara's  fictions,'  sneers  Las Casas,  Hist.lnd.j  iv.  484,  who  ignores 
Marina's  ability  to  interpret,  and  thinks  the  interview  was  limited  to  the  sim- 
|>Uflt  expressions  conveyed  by  signs. 
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message.  Then  pointing  to  the  gilt  helmet  of  a  sol- 
dier, which  resembled  in  form  the  head-dress  of  the 
idol  Quetzalcoatl,  he  expressed  a  desire  to  show  it 
to  Montezuma.  "  Take  it/'  said  Cort<§s,  "and  bring 
it  back  filled  with  gold-dust,  that  we  may  show  our 
emperor  what  kind  of  metal  you  have."^^ 

Observing  the  native  painters  transcribing  to  amatl- 
paper  the  several  novelties,  and  wishing  to  impress 
them  further,  Cortes  mounted  a  horse,  and  ordered 
the  troops  to  fall  into  line  and  the  cannons  to  be 
charged.  The  infantry  first  passed  in  review  to  the 
sound  of  music  with  arms  and  banners  displayed. 
Then  came  the  cavalry  with  the  best  riders,  led  by 
Alvarado,  dashing  past  in  varied  and  swift  evolutions. 
The  graceful  movements  of  the  great  animals,  their 
rearing  and  prancing,  and  above  all  their  speed;  the 
flashing  swords,  the  glittering  armor,  all  seemed  to 
these  simple  people  like  a  scene  from  the  supernatural. 
Their  admiration  was  changed  to  terror,  however, 
when  the  guns  belched  flames  and  smoke,  and  sent 
midst  many  thunderings  the  stone  balls  scudding 
along  the  beach  or  crashing  among  the  trees.  All, 
even  their  own  fears,  were  faithfully  depicted  by  the 
painters.  On  leaving,  Teuhtlile  gave  orders  to  supply 
the  Spaniards  with  every  necessary,  for  which  purpose 
two  thousand  of  his  people  were  detailed  to  attend 
them,  particularly  to  bring  wood,  water,  and  food. 
For  their  accommodation  another  cluster  of  huts  was 
erected,  so  that  within  these  few  days  two  towns  arose 
on  the  sands  of  Chalchiuhcuecan.  Cuitlalpitoc,  who 
remained  for  a  time  to  superintend  the  service,  received 
from  his  guests  the  name  of  Ovandillo.^* 

*'  Carta  del  AyurU,^  ubi  sup.,  19.  Gomara,  Hiat,  Mex.,  39-41,  while  he 
does  not  refer  to  a  helmet,  states  that  Cortes  asked  for  gold,  as  a  remedy  for 
heart  disease,  from  which  he  and  his  men  were  suffering. 

*'  'Dexo  alli  dos  hombres  principales,  como  capitanes,  con  hasta  doe  mil 
personas  entre  mugeres  y  hombres  de  scruicio,  y  fueseaCotoeta.'  Cfonuira, 
Hist.  Mex.,  41.  He  left  over  1000  to  wait  upon  the  Spaniards,  and  over  1000 
to  carry  supplies.  Las  ^asas^  Hist,  Ind.,  iv.  482;  IxtiUxochUl,  Hist.  Chick., 
287;  Bemal'Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.^  26,  supposes  that  TeuhtUle  went  in  persob 
to  Mexico,  but  not  so  Gomara  and  IztluxochitL 
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Montezuma  was  .quickly  in  possession  of  all  these 
facts;  and  when  he  saw  the  gifts,  and  read  the  picture 
writings,  and  learned  how  a  woman,  beautiful  as  the 
sun,  talked  to  his  people  in  their  own  language;  more 
particularly  when  he  compared  the  helmet  with  that 
worn  by  Huitzilopochtli,  and  was  told  that  the 
terrible  strangers  insisted  on  an  interview,  apprehen- 
sion filled  his  soul."  Cuitlahuatzin,  his  brother,  and 
Cacama  of  Tezcuco,  were  summoned  to  aid  in  telling 
him  what  to  do.  The  council  was  divided.  There 
was  the  popular  behef  regarding  Quetzalcoatl  with 
its  attendant  prognostics;  on  the  other  hand  these 
strangers  did  not  behave  like  gods.  They  had  human 
appetites,  overthrew  the  idols,  claimed  allegiance  to 
another  power,  and  had  proved  themselves  vulnerable 
at  Potonchan.  Yet  could  beings  wholly  terrestrial 
so  live  without  women,  mount  gigantic  deer,  and 
tame  the  hghtning?  Cacama  thought  they  should 
have  a  hearing.  The  national  honor  demanded  it; 
beside,  refusal  impUed  fear.  Cuitlahuatzin  saw  in 
the  visitation  only  evil  to  the  commonwealth,  and 
urged  expulsion.  The  gods  should  decide;  and  very 
foolish  gods  they  would  have  been  to  vote  admission 
to  their  destroyers.  And  now  behold  the  fatal  folly 
of  Montezimial     Instead  of  vigorous  action  toward 

^^  'T  deaque  yi6  el  casco,  y  el  que  tenia  su  Hoichilobos,  tuuo  por  cierto,  que 
enunos  del  linage  de  los  que  les  auian  dicho  sub  antepassados,  <^ue  vendrian 
&  eeflorear  aquesta  tierra.^  BemcU  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdaa.,  26.  This  statement 
18  followed  by  a  cut  at  Gomara  for  giving  unreliable  information.  Camargo, 
Hist.  Tlasc.,  141.  The  native  version  of  Sahagun  and  Torquemada  describes 
how  the  messengers  are  sprinkled  with  fresh  human  blood,  as  customary  with 
important  bearers  of  news,  before  presenting  themselves  before  Montezuma. 
The^  arouse  his  admiration  by  sp^kking  of  the  wonders  beheld,  of  the  pene- 
trating swords,  the  sulphurous  smell  of  the  thimder  smoke,  and  of  the  in- 
toxicating food;  but  when  they  relate  how  outrageously  they  have  been 
treated  and  how  the  strangers  threatened  to  conquer  the  country,  then  the 
emperor  wept,  and  with  him  all  the  city.  Sahagun^  HisL  Conq,,  L  12-13; 
Twquemadii,  L  3d&-6;  Acosta,  Hist.  Ind.,  515-18.  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg 
incorporates  all  this  native  version  in  his  narrative,  and  allows  Teuhtlile  to 
reach  Mexico  with  his  report  a  few  days  after  these  messengers,  thus  con- 
firming their  account.  HisL  NaL  Civ.,  iv.  75-6.  Duran  writes  that  on  hear- 
ing of  Gort^'  eagerness  to  obtain  guides  for  Mexico,  Montezuma  began  to 
gneve  deeply  over  the  prospect  of  lutving  to  resign  and  die.  The  envoy  con- 
soled him  by  representing  the  benignity  of  the  white  gods,  but  he  neverthe- 
less set  about  to  arrange  for  the  safety  of  Ids  children.  Hist.  Iiid.,  MS.,  ii. 
396-7;  ToBOBomoc,  Hist.  Mex.,  ii  253. 
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the  end  determined  on,  he  adopted  a  middle  course 
He  would  decline  the  interview,  yet  not  rudely  driv< 
the  strangers  hence,  lest,  peradventure,  they  migh 
be  gods  and  successfully  oppose  him.  He  would  senc 
tliem  liberal  gifts,  and  beseech  them  to  depart,  thui 
exposing  at  once  his  weakness  and  his  wealth.^* 

A  diplomate  of  the  first  nobility  was  accordingly 
despatched  to  the  sea-shore.  With  him  went  Teuh 
tlile,  returning  after  only  a  week's  absence."  Numer 
ous  natives  were  in  attendance,  among  them  ove] 
a  hundred  slaves.  Bowing  low  before  Cortds,  wh< 
had  on  this  occasion  put  on  greater  pomp  than  usual 
the  envoy  touched  the  earth  with  his  hand,  carryinj 
it  to  his  lips,  and  then  he  swung  the  copal  censer.' 
Together  with  Teuhtlile  he  thereupon  seated  himsel 
beside  Cortes;  and  it  was  remarked  how  much  alik( 
they  looked,  the  Spanish  commander  and  the  Azte^ 
envoy,  who,  perhaps,  had  been  selected  for  thi 
reason,  with  the  aid  of  the  portraits  made  by  th( 
native  painters,  and  as  a  mark  of  honor  to  the  whit 
captain.  The  soldiers  not  inappropriately  called  hin 
the  Mexican  Cortes.  ^® 

The  slaves  were  then  directed  to  lay  down  th< 
presents;  among  which  were  thirty  bales  of  cottoi 
fabrics,  from  gauzy  curtains  to  heavy  robes,  white 

»  IxUilxockUl,  Hist.  Ckich.y  287-8;  Cfamargo,  Hist,  Tlasc,,  141-2;  Herrtrc 
dec.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap.  ix.  Torquemada  refers  to  the  similar  mistake  of  Kin, 
Hezekiah  of  Judea,  in  exhibiting  to  the  Assyrian  envoys  his  wealth,  and  thu 
attracting  invaders,  i.  391,  404. 

^'  This  seems  an  incredibly  short  time  in  a  country  without  horses,  fo 
Mexico  lies  over  200  miles  by  road  from  this  part  of  the  coast;  but  wit! 
numerous  relays  of  runners  and  litter-bearers  the  distance  would  not  tak 
long  to  cover.  *  Estas  mensajerias  fuerO  en  vn  dia,  y  vna  noche  del  real  d 
Cortes  a  Mexico,  que  ay  setenta  leguas  y  mas.'  Ocmara^  Hist,  Mex.,  41. 

^^  Torquemada.,  i.  389,  assumes  this  to  have  been  in  token  of  divine  adora 
tion,  but  the  ceremony  was  a  quite  conmion  mark  of  respect  for  distinguishes 

persons.     See  Native  Btxces,  u.  284.     'Nos  llamaron  Teules 6  dioses. 

'  Hence  when  I  say  Teules,  or  Gods,  it  may  be  understood  to  mean  us,'  say 
Bemal  Diaz  with  conscientious  pride.  Jaist,  Verdad,,  32.  But  the  teu  o 
tea  prefix  to  names  must  be  accepted  in  the  same  light  as  the  incense  bum 
ing,  and  in  this  case  equivalent  to  'hero.'  See  also  Clavigero,  Storia  Mess. 
iii.  19.     'Demonios*  is  Oviedo's  translation  of  teules,  iiL  500. 

^^  Some  writers  doubt  the  ability  of  native  painters  to  have  given  a  suffi 
ciently  accurate  portrait;  but  with  the  aid  of  explaoatoxy  signs  there  wa 
little  difficulty. 
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colored,  plain,  and  figured,^*  interwoven  with  feathers- 
or  embroidered  with  gold  and  silver  thread;  feathers. 
and  plumes  of  all  colors,  embroidered  sandals,  and 
marcasite  mirrors.  All  these,  however,  were  trifles 
beside  the  gold,  the  beautiful  glittering  gold  which 
was  now  disclosed,  and  likewise  the  silver.  First 
there  was  a  disk  of  the  yellow  metal,  representing 
the  sun  with  its  rays,  as  large  as  a  carriage  wheel,, 
ten  spans  in  diameter,  ornamented  in  demi-relief  and 
valued  at  thirty-eight  hundred  pesos  de  oro."  A 
companion  disk  of  solid  silver,  of  the  same  size,  and 
equally  ornamented,  represented  the  moon.^^  Then 
there  were  thirty  golden  ducks,  well  fashioned;  a 
number  of  other  pieces  in  form  of  dogs,  lions,  monkeys, 
and  other  animals;  ten  collars,  a  necklace  with  over 
one  hundred  pendent  stones  called  emeralds  and  rubies, 
by  the  Spaniards;  twelve  arrows,  a  bow  with  cord 
stretched,  two  staves  each  five  palms  in  length ;  fans,, 
bracelets,  and  other  pieces,  all  of  fine  gold,  beside  a 
number  of  silver.  What  could  have  delighted  the 
Spaniards  more?  One  thing  only,  and  that  was  not 
wanting — the  gilt  helmet  returned  full  of  virgin  gold, 
fine  dust  and  coarse,  with  a  plentiful  mixture  of 
nuggets  of  various  sizes  and  shapes,  all  fresh  from 
the  placers.     The  value  of  this  was  three  thousand 

^'  Some  of  them  were  checkered,  which  to  Peter  Martyr  is  a  sufficient  proof 
that  the  Mexicans  played  chess,  dec.  v.  cap.  x. 

^  Carta  delAyunt.  de  V,  Cruz,  in  Cortis,  Cartas,  29.  'Pessaha  la  de  oro 
qnatro  mill  y  ocho^entos  pessos . . .  tenia  nueve  palmos  y  medio  de  anchura  6 
treynta  de  9ircanf eren9ia/  says  Oviedo,  who  inspected  the  presents  at  Seville, 
evidently  with  mathematical  preciedon.  iii.  259.  *Pesaaa  cien  marcos,  hecha 
como  Sol,  y  con  muchos  follajes,  y  animales  de  relieue.*  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex.y 
42.  Peter  Martyr,  dec.  iv.  cap.  ix.,  describes  the  central  figure  as  a  king  en- 
throned, surrounded  with  foliated  ornaments.  In  the  above  Carta  del  Ayunt, 
a  peso  de  oro  and  a  castellano  are  shown  to  be  equivalent,  and  a  marco  con- 
tarns  fifty  castellanos.  Writers  differ  widely  in  their  calculations  to  reduce 
these  coins  to  modem  Talues,  Pirescott  estimating  the  castellanos  at  $11.67  in 
United  States  money,  and  Ramirez,  in  a  critical  note  thereupon,  at  ^.93. 
Pre^cott^s  Mex, ,  i.  321 ;  also  edition  Mex.  1845,  app.  ii  79-92.  See  note  on. 
coins  in  Hitt,  Gent.  Am,,  this  series,  i.  192-3.  Olemencin,  in  Mem,  RecU  Acad^ 
de  Hist.,  vi.  Ulust.  20,  525-45,  enters  fully  into  the  subject. 

'I  Weighing  48  maiVx>6.  Carta  del  Ayunt. ,  loc.  cit.  'De  cincuenta  y  tanto» 
marcos,  temia  de  gordor  como  un  toston  de  4  4  reales,'  says  Las  Casas, 
who  examined  the  gifts  in  Spain.  Hist.  Ind.,  iv.  485-6.  *Otra  mayor  rueda 
de  plata.'  Bemal  IHaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  26.  Robertson,  Hist.  Am.,  ii.  16,  449,. 
misunderstanding  Diaz,  places  the  value  of  this  disk  at  20,000  pesos  or  £5000. 
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pesos,  and  appreciation  was  attracted  not  so  much  fc 
the  amount  as  by  the  significance  of  the  gift,  as  Be: 
nal  Diaz  remarks,  for  it  afforded  a  sure  indication  c 
the  existence  of  rich  mines  in  the  country.  "It  wi 
this  gift  which  cost  Montezuma  his  head,""  sa] 
Torquemada. 

The  words  which  followed  fell  on  closed  ear 
These  so  greatly  admired  gifts  are  but  a  slight  toke 
of  the  high  regard  of  the  emperor,  who  would  I 
pleased  to  form  a  friendship  with  his  king;  but  1 
could  not  think  of  troubling  Cortes  to  come  to  hi: 
through  a  hostile  country;  besides,  he  was  ailin 
Everything  the  visitors  might  wish  to  aid  their  d 
parture  would  be  instantly  supplied.  This  and  mor 
JPoor,  foolish  monarch!  As  well  might  he  ask  tl 
ravenous  wolf  to  depart  after  giving  it  to  lick  a  litt 
blood  from  his  scratched  hand.  For  the  gifts,  a  thoi 
sand  thanks;  but  after  so  long  a  voyage,  undertake 
solely  for  the  purpose,  the  Spanish  captain  dared  n( 
face  his  master  without  having  seen  the  great  Mont 
zuma.  As  for  the  road,  its  difficulties  or  dangers  we: 
nothing.  Would  the  chiefs  present  their  monarc 
these  further  articles,  and  bring  speedy  answer?^ 

Meanwhile  discussion  was  in  order  among  tl 
Spaniards,  and  speculation  as  to  what  should  1 
done.     Some  tulvised  immediate  advance  on  Mont 

^^Monarq,  Ind,,  L  390.  '  Valdria  el  oro  y  la  plata  que  alli  habia  2( 
25,000  castellaaoB,  pero  la  hermosura  dellas  y  la  hechura,  mucho  m^. '  1 
CasaSy  ubi  sup.  *  Podia  valer  este  presente  ve3mte  mil  duoulos,  o  pocos  m 
£1  qual  present  teniau  para  dar  a  Grijalua. '  Oomara,  Hist,  Mex. ,  42.  *  (^lo 
parta  c5  los  Teules  que  cdsigo  trae,*  says  Bemal  Diaz,  HUt,  VercUuL,  t 
intimating  that  another  present  was  coming  for  the  white  emperor ;  but 
was  applied  to  the  expeoition  treasury  like  nearly  everything  obtuned 
trade  or  seizure.  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap.  v;  Vetancvrt^  Teairo  Mex.^  \ 
iii.  115.  Brasseur  de  Bourbours  estimates  the  gold  disk  alone  at  357,2 
francs.  Hint,  Nat,  Civ,^  iv.  85.  reter  Martyr,  dec.  iv.  cap.  ix.,  gives  a  c 
tailed  description  of  several  of  the  presents. 

^  This  time  the  presents  for  the  chiefs  were  some  embroidered  shirts,  si 
sashes  and  other  things,  while  to  the  emperor  he  sent  a  Florentine  soblet,  g 
and  enamelled  with  figures,  three  Holland  shirts,  and  some  bead  articles,  no 
very  costly  return  for  what  he  had  received.  Bemal  Diaz,  HisL  Verdad.,  ! 
and  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap.  vi.,  enumerate  the  presents  given  to  the 

*  Teudilli le  rogo  mucho,  q  pues  estaua  mal  aposentado  en  el  c&po  y  arenal( 

se  fuesse  con  el  a  vnoe  Injures  seys  o  siete  leguas  de  alli.*  But  Cortte  c 
clined  to  leave  the  camp.  Gcmara,  Hist,  Mex,,  43. 
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ziima's  capital;  some,  fearful  of  the  nation's  strength, 
ss  manifested  by  its  arts  and  refinements,  favored 
return  to  Cuba  for  reinforcements.  Cortes  let  them 
talk,  but  said  little.  TraflSc  at  first  was  freely  per- 
mitted among  the  men,"  and  as  the  result  was  meagre 
Cortes  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  require  of  them 
a.  division.  To  this  irregularity  certain  of  the  Velaz- 
quez leaders  objected,  demanding  at  least  that  the 
royal  fifth  should  be  deducted;  the  commander  there- 
fore ordered  gold  to  be  received  only  by  Gonzalo 
JVf  ejla,  as  treasurer.^ 

Ten  days  elapsed  before  Teuhtlile  returned,  without 
the  envoy ,^  but  followed  by  a  file  of  slaves  bearing, 
among  other  things,  as  a  present  to  the  Spanish  king, 
ten  loads  of  rich  feathers  and  robes,  some  gold  figures 
valued  at  three  thousand  pesos,  and  four  chalchiuite 
stones,  each  declared  to  be  worth  a  load  of  gold,  but 
of  no  value  to  Europeans. 

Teuhtlile  then  stated  that  further  messages  to 
the  emperor  were  useless,  since  the  desired  inter- 
view could  not  be  granted.  He  hoped  the  Spaniards 
would  content  themselves  with  the  promised  supplies 
and  depart  in  peace. 

Turning  to  his  companions,  Cortes  said:  "Truly 
this  must  be  a  great  lord,  and  rich;  and,  God  willing, 
some  day  we  will  visit  him."  Just  then  the  bell 
struck  for  Ave  Maria,  and  instantly,  with  uncovered 
heads,  the  soldiers  were  kneeling  round  the  cross. 
The  priests,  ever  ready  to  preach  their  faith  where 
an  opportunity  presented,  were  soon  at  work.  His 
words,  however,  made  a  bad  impression  on  the  gov- 
ernor, as  had  also  the  evasive  answer  of  Cortes  to  his 

**  *Y  aquel  oro  que  rescatauamos  daoamos  k  los  hombres  que  traiamoB  de 
la  mar,  que  iban  &  pescar,  &  trueco  de  su  pescado. '  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad. , 
27.     If  so  it  was  probably  after  the  Indians  deserted. 

**  Gromara  refers  to  an  order  to  stop  all  barter  for  gold,  with  a  view  to  let 
it  appear  that  the  Spaniards  cared  not  for  the  metal,  and  thus  to  induce  the 
Indians  to  make  no  secret  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  obtained.  Hist  Mex. , 
39.  As  if  the  natives  had  not  already  learned  what  we  wanted,  sneers 
Bemal  Diaz. 

^  '  Qne  se  dezia  Quintalbor,  no  bolvi6  mas,  porque  aula  adolecido  en  el 
camino.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad,,  27. 
Vol.  I.   9 
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message.  He  bade  a  cold  farewell,  and  the  ne 
morning  the  Spaniards  awoke  to  find  the  native  e 
campment  deserted,  and  even  the  supplies  carri( 
away.  Precautions  were  now  taken*against  probab 
attack,  by  sending  on  board  the  provisions  and  i 
cumbrous  articles,  leaving  embarkation  easy  at  ai 
moment.^ 

^  According  to  Gomara,  Hittt,  Mex,,  45,  Cort^  told  the  governor  that 
would  not  leave  without  seeing  Montezuma.  Solis  elaborates  this  aa  us 
into  a  long  speech,  to  which  Teuhtlile  replies  with  threats,  and  tumins 
back  stalks  out  of  the  camp.  Conq,  Mex,,  i.  15S-5;  Herrerck,  dec  L  lio. 
cap.  vL 
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SiBIOUS  DlI^MMA  OF  CORT^S — AUTHORITY  WITHOUT  LaW — MONTEJO   SKNT 

Northward — Recommends  another  Anchorage — Dissensions  at 
Vera  Cbuz — Prompt  and  Shrewd  Action  op  CortAs — ^A  Munioi- 
PAUTY  Organized — ^Cort^  Resigns — And  is  Chosen  Leader  by  the 
Municipality — ^Velazquez*  Captains  Intimate  Rebellion — Cort& 
PROMPTLY  Arrests  Several  op  Them — ^Then  he  Conciliates  them 
ALL — Important  Embassy  from  Cempoala— The  Veil  Lifted — The 
March  to  Cempoala— What  was  Done  there — Quiahuiztlan— The 

COMINO   OF  THE  TRIBUTE  GATHERERS — HoW  ThEY  WERE    TREATED — 

Grand  Alliance. 

At  this  point  in  his  career  Hernan  Cortds  found 
himself  less  master  of  the  situation  than  suited  him. 
The  color  of  his  command  was  not  sufficiently  pro- 
nounced. He  had  no  authority  to  settle ;  he  had  no 
authority  to  conquer;  he  might  only  discover  and 
trade.  He  did  not  care  for  Velazquez ;  anything  that 
pertained  to  Velazquez  he  was  prepared  to  take.  But 
V  elazquez  had  no  legal  power  to  authorize  him  further. 
Cortes  cared  little  for  the  authorities  at  Espaiiola;  the 
king  was  his  chief  dependence;  the  king  to  whose  favor 
his  right  arm  and  mother  wit  should  pave  the  way. 
Some  signal  service,  in  the  eyes  of  the  monarch, 
might  atone  for  slight  irregularities;  if  he  failed,  the 
severest  punishments  were  already  come.  But  where 
was  the  service?  Had  Montezuma  granted  him  an 
interview,  he  might  make  report  of  that,  and  find 
listeners.  As  it  was,  he  could  land  and  slay  a  few 
thousand  natives,  but  his  pien  would  waste  away  and 
BO  benefits  accrue.    Nevertheless,  if  he  could  plant 

(131) 
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himself  somewhat  more  firmly  on  this  soil  than  1 
commission  seemed  to  justify,  chance  might  oflFer  oppo 
tunity,  and  the  signal  service  find  achievement.  Su( 
were  the  thoughts  that  just  now  filled  his  sagacio 
brain,  but  the  way  was  by  no  means  clear  before  hii 

While  the  events  narrated  in  the  preceding  chapt 
were  in  progress,  Montejo,  with  two  vessels,  had  De< 
sent  northward  to  seek  a  harbor  less  unwholesor 
than  the  present,  where  many  of  those  wounded 
Tabasco  had  died.^  As  second  in  command  we 
Rodrigo  Alvarez  Chico,  and  as  pilots,  Alaminos,  aj 
Alvarez  el  Manquillo.  On  reaching  the  extrer 
point  attained  by  Grijalva,  the  strong  current  pi 
vented  further  advance,  as  in  the  former  attemp 
They  were  obliged  by  a  gale  to  throw  overboa 
part  of  their  cargo.  Water  failed,  and  in  the  attem 
to  land  an  artilleryman  perished.  Prayer  was  nc 
their  only  recourse,  and  this  not  only  changed  t 
wind,  but  brought  rain.  After  a  fortnight  of  m 
adventures'  they  returned  to  San  Juan  de  Ulua,  a 
hastened  bareheaded  to  the  cross  to  offer  thanl 
More  wholesome  airs  were  not  diflScult  to  find,  b 
good  harbors  were  not  abundant  thereabout.  T 
only  favorable  spot  found  bv  Montejo  lay  some  t 
leagues  north  of  the  camp,  close  to  the  native  fortrc 
of  Quiahuiztlan.*   A  high  rock  affording  shelter  frc 

^  Bemal  Diaz^  Hist,  Verdad.,  27.  Herrera,  doc.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap.  vi.,  i 
others  refer  to  a  similar  number  as  being  on  the  sick-list.  Tellow  fever, 
v6mito  negro,  now  the  scourge  of  this  and  adjoining  reffions,  appears  to  hi 
developed  with  the  growth  m.  European  settlements,  and  Clavigero  states  t 
it  was  not  known  there  before  1725.  Storia  Mess.,  i.  117. 

^  *  Hasta  el  parage  del  rio  grande  de  Ptouco. '  Herrcroy  loc.  cit.  '  Llega 
al  parage  del  rio  grande,  que  es  cerca  de  Panuco,  adonde  otra  vez  ll^a 
quildo  lo  del  Capita  Juan  de  Grijalua.*  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdctd.,  27. 

'  *  Doze  diss  que  gastaron  en  este  peligroso  viage.  *  Herrera,  ubi  sup.    *I 

uiose  al  cabo  de  tres  semanas le  salian  los  de  la  costa,  y  se  sacau&  sangn 

se  la  ofrecia  en  pajuelos  por  amistad  a  deidad.'  Gomara,  Hist,  Mex,^  45. 

* Txtlilxochitf,  Hist.  Chicfi,,2S9,  Quiauitl,  rain  or  shower.  MoUna,  Voca 
Uirio.  Hence  rainy  place.  Herrera  calls  it  Chianhnitzlan,  and  this  has  b 
adopted  by  Clavigero  and  most  other  writers.  Presoott,  Mex,,  i.  348,  i 
note  holds  up  Clavigero  as  a  standard  for  the  spelling  of  Mexican  names, 
lie  forgets  that  the  Italian  form,  as  in  the  above  case,  would  be  tniala^in^ 
English  people. 
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north  winds  gave  the  place  some  resemblance  to 
the  Spanish  harbor  of  fiernal,  which  name  was  ac- 
cordingly appUed  to  it.  Extending  inland  were  green 
fields  fringed  with  fine  timber,  and  suppUed  with 
creeks  of  good  water.* 

The  fifty  men  comprising  the  expedition  of  Montejo 
had  been  picked  from  the  adherents  of  Velazquez,  in 
order  that  by  weakening  this  faction  Cortes  might 
be  allowed  to  develop  his  plans.  For  the  army  was 
slowly  but  surely  drifting  into  division,  as  we  have  so 
often  found  in  adventures  of  this  kind,  and  the  Velaz- 
quez party  comprised  all  who  desired  immediately  to 
return.  In  this  clique  were  many  wealthy  and  in- 
fluential men  who  cared  no  more  for  Velazquez  than 
for  Cortes,  but  who  had  possessions  in  Cuba,  and 
were  becoming  impatient  to  return  to  them.  Nor  was 
there  much  cfiflSculty  in  giving  form  to  discontent. 
There  were  grave  suspicions  afloat  as  to  the  loyalty 
of  the  commander;  but  these,  which  assuredly  were 
more  conspicuous  in  Cuba  than  here,  were  of  little 
moment  when  they  harmonized  with  the  wishes  of 
the  men.  What  stupidity  in  forming  camp  amidst 
such  malaria,  and  in  so  early  making  enemies  of  the 
people.  It  was  evident,  so  they  argued,  that  the 
commander  intended  to  sacrifice  the  company  to  his 
ambition. 

The  action  of  Cortes  here  as  elsewhere  marks  the 
great  man,  the  man  of  genius,  the  born  master  of 
men,  and  rightfully  places  him  beside  the  Caesars  and 
the  Napoleons  of  the  world.  The  commander  wished 
to  remain.  All  his  fortune,  all  the  fortunes  of  his 
friends  were  staked  on  this  adventure,  and  he  would 
rather  die  than  return  unsuccessful.  Little  hope  there 
would  be  of  his  obtaining  command  again;  he  would 

*  <Le  llanuurS  Venud,  por  ler,  oomo  es,  vn  Oerro  alto.'  Vetancvrtf  Teatro 
Mtx. ,  pt.  iii  1  Id.  This  may  have  been  the  origin  of  the  name  for  the  Spanish 
port,  after  which  Beraal  Diaz  savs  it  was  <»blled.  Hist,  Verdad.,  27.  He 
apices  the  name  to  a  neighboring  fort,  spelling  it  in  different  ways,  of  which 
Sous,  and  consequently  I&bertson,  have  selecteid  the  most  unlikely.  Gomara 
applies  Aqniahuiztlan  to  the  harbor.  Hist,  Mex,,  49. 
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not  return,  neither  would  he  just  at  present  die.  Ii 
desperate  cases  spirited  counsels  and  spirited  actiom 
are  usually  safest. 

Calling  to  him  his  most  trusty  followers,  Puerto 
carrero,  Alvarado  and  his  brothers,  Avila,  Olid,  Esca 
lante,  and  Francisco  Lugo,  he  laid  the  situation  fairb 
before  them.  Shortly  after  these  captains  were  ou 
among  the  men,  holding  forth  to  them  privately  oi 
the  wealth  of  the  country,  the  ease  and  glory  of  con 
quest,  and  the  prospect  of  repartimientos.  Where  wa 
the  benefit  of  returning  to  Cuba?  Surely  they  migh 
as  well  hold  the  country  for  themselves  as  to  aban 
don  it  and  let  others  step  into  their  places.  It  woul< 
be  much  easier  to  increase  the  present  force  by  add 
ing  to  it  than  to  raise  a  new  army  better  appointee 
or  larger  than  this.  Nor  did  they  forget  the  argu 
ment  of  religion,  which,  however  hollow  in  practice 
was  weighty  enough  in  theory.  "Elect  therefore  t 
remain,"  they  said  in  conclusion;  "and  choose  th 
able  and  generous  Cortes  for  your  general  and  justici 
mayor  till  the  emperor  decides  in  the  matter."* 

The  opposition  was  by  no  means  ignorant  o 
these  manoeuvres,  and  Ordaz  was  commissioned  t 
remonstrate  with  Cortds.  He  dwelt  on  the  dange 
of  present  colonization,  denounced  any  attempt  t 
ignore  Velazquez,  and  insisted  on  instant  return 
Suppressing  the  anger  naturally  arising  from  thes 
insinuations,  true  as  they  were,  Cortes  disavowed 
any  intention  of  exceeding  the  instructions  of  hi 
commission.  For  himself  he  preferred  to  remain,  as 
among  other  reasons,  the  only  means  of  reimbursing 
himself  for  his  heavy  expenditures.     If,  however,  i 

<  Bemal  Diaz  relates  with  sreat  satisfaction  how  earnestly  the  speakc 
pleaded  for  his  vote,  addressing  nim  repeatedly  as  'your  worship. '  One  reaso 
for  their  earnestness,  he  implies,  was  the  superiority  in  number  of  the  Vehu 
quez  party.  '  Los  deudos,  y  aminos  del  Diego  Velazquez,  que  eran  muchoe  nu 
que  nosotros.'  BenicU  Diaz,  Jiist.  VerdcM.,  28-9.  He  forms  this  estiniat 
most  likely  on  tlie  proportion  of  leaders  who  from  jealousy  of  Cort^,  and  fc 
•ther  reasons,  were  addicted  to  Velazquez;  but  their  men  were  probabl 
more  in  favor  of  the  general  than  of  the  captains,  to  judge  from  the  result 
The  sailors  for  obvious  reasons  may  have  added  to  the  Velazquez  number,  J 
not  to  their  strength. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


COBTlgS  WINS.  135 

was  the  will  of  the  army  to  return,  he  would  yield. 
A  few  hours  later  appeared  an  order  to  embark  the 
following  day  for  Cuba.  This,  as  was  intended, 
brought  public  feeling  to  a  crisis.  All  saw  their 
golden  hopes  suddenly  dashed  to  the  ground,  their 
visions  of  honors  and  repartimientos  dispelled;  even 
the  men  so  lately  clamorous  to  return  were  not 
prepared  to  find  their  request  so  readily  granted. 
Would  it  not  be  well  to  think  further  of  the  matter, 
and  perhaps  devise  a  plan  to  cover  the  emergency? 
After  noisy  discussion  the  soldiers  appeared  in  force 
before  the  captain-general  and  demanded  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  order.  They  had  left  Cuba  with  the  de- 
clared understanding  that  a  colony  was  to  be  planted, 
and  now  they  were  informed  that  Velazquez  had 
given  no  authority  to  settle.  And  if  he  had  not, 
were  not  the  interests  of  God  and  the  king  par- 
amount to  the  order  of  any  governor?  And  did  not 
this  same  Velazquez  defame  Grijalva  for  not  disobey- 
ing instructions  in  this  very  regard?  With  no  small 
satisfaction  Cortes  saw  that  he  was  safe;  then  urging 
calm  deliberation  he  graciously  promised  delay,'' 
which  was  employed  first  of  all  in  impressing  on  their 
minds  how  indispensable  he  was  to  their  success. 

Finally  before  the  assembled  army  the  captain- 
general  appeared  and  said :  That  he  had  invested  his 
whole  fortune  in  the  fleet,  and  controlled  it;  yet  he 
was  willing  to  subordinate  his  individual  interest  to 
that  of  the  whole.  He  had  given  the  order  to  return 
because  he  understood  such  to  be  the  will  of  the 
majority.  As  this  was  not  the  case,  he  would  gladly 
remain;  for  God  who  had  ever  been  with  them  was 
now  disclosing  such  a  field  of  wealth  and  glory  as  had 
never  before  oeen  offered  to  Spaniard.  Yet,  if  any 
wished  to  return,  let  them  freely  speak,  and  a  vessel 
would  be  at  their  disposal.  What  magic  power  ruled, 
that,  when  the  disaffected  majority  were  thus  given 

^  'Se  hazift  macho  de  rogar:  y  oomo  dize  el  refran:  Tu  me  lo  ruegas,  ^  yo 
tne  U)  quiero.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Vtrdad.,  29. 
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their  way,  every  mouth  was  dumb,  and  the  commander 
remained  more  potent  than  ever? 

A  colony  being  thus  decided  on,  the  founding 
ceremony  was  performed  by  the  quasi  laying  out  of 
a  town,  the  planting  a  pillory  in  the  plaza,  and  a 
gallows  at  some  distance  outside,*  though  strictly 
speaking,  the  town  was  not  properly  located  or  laid 
out  till  afterward.  Referring  to  the  treasures  here 
obtained,  and  to  the  day  of  landing,  the  new  town 
was  called  Villa  Rica  de  la  Vera  Cruz.'  Cortes,  as 
commander,  appointed  the  municipal  officers,^"  naming 
for  alcaldes  Puertocarrero  and  Montejo,  a  judicious 
selection,  both  for  his  own  interests  and  as  likely 
to  meet  general  approval.  And  here  again  is  dis- 
played the  subtle  policy  of  Cortes,  who  to  this  im- 
portant position  nominates  but  one  from  among  his 
own  faction,  Montejo  being  for  Velazquez.  Thus  o< 
an  opponent  he  made  an  adherent,  conciliating  al 
the  same  time  the  entire  Velazquez  party."  The 
regidores  were  Alonso  de  Avila,  Pedro  and  Alonsc 
de  Alvarado,  and  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval;  procuradoi 
general,  Francisco  Alvarez  Chico ;  alguacil  mayor,  Juar 
de  Escalante;  escribano,  Diego  de  Godoy.  Beside 
these  were  appointed,  in  the  interests  of  the  militarj 
department,  as  capitan  de  entradas,  Pedro  de  Alva 
rado;  maestre  de  campo,  Crist6bal  de  OUd;  alftrez 
Corral;  alguaciles  de  real,  Ochoa  and  Romero-  teso 
rero,  Gonzalo   Mejia;   contador,  Alonso    de  Avila.^ 

* '  Se  pu80  vna  pioota  en  la  pla^a,  y  fuera  de  la  Uilla  vna  horca. '  Berna  I  Diaz 
Hist.  Verdad.,  29;  Vetancvrt,  Teatro  Mex.^  pt.  iii.  116.  Thia  signifies  tha 
justice  was  installed,  its  officers  being  next  appointed. 

*See  note  23,  chap,  ii.,  this  volume. 

^^  'Nombr6no6 por  alcaldes  y  regidores,*  say  distinctlv  the  appointee 

officers  themselves,  in  their  letter  to  the  emperor.  Carta  del  Ay  tint,  ^  in  Cor(4^ 
Cartas,  20.  Bemal  Diaz  also  indicates  that  Cort^  made  the  appointments 
although  he  at  first  says,  *  hizimos  Alcalde,  y  Regidores. '  Yet  it  is  probable  thai 
the  au&orities  were  confirmed  formally  as  they  were  tacitly  by  the  memben 
of  the  expedition;  for  Gort^,  as  he  acknowledges,  had  no  real  authority  U 
form  a  settlement. 

' '  TestimotUo  de  Montejo,  in  Ccl,  Doc.  Inid, ,  i.  489.  *  A  este  Montejo  porqu< 
no  estaua  muy  bien  con  Cort^,  por  metelle  en  los  primeros,  y  principal,  1< 
mand6  nombrar  por  Alcalde.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  29. 

^*  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap.  vii ;  Torqttemada,  i.  587.  Bemal  Diaz  sklpi 
the  regidores.    He  thinks  Villareal  was  not  reappointed  alf^rez  because  o! 
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Nearly  all  these  men  were  devoted  to  Cortds,  and 
were  therefore  a  powerful  point  (Tappui  for  his  project. 
Thus  far  all  was  well.  The  men  of  Velazquez  and 
the  men  of  Cortes,  Spaniards  all,  for  the  same  God 
and  the  same  king,  had  of  their  own  volition  deter- 
mined here  t^  plant  a  Spanish  settlement,  and  had  so 
planted  it.  By  virtue  of  his  office,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  higher  authority,  the  captain -general 
had  chosen  temporary  officers  for  the  new  common- 
wealth. This  was  all.  These  men  had  elected  to 
transform  the  army  into  a  civil  society,  for  temporary 
or  permanent  purposes  as  the  case  might  be;  and  they 
had  done  so.  J3ut  about  their  leader?  What  position 
did  he  occupy?  A  general  without  an  army,  de  facta 
at  the  head  of  affairs,  but  by  no  legal  right.  Let 
him  cut  his  own  knot. 

Hat  in  hand,  before  the  new  municipality,  Cortes 
appeared  and  surrendered  his  commission.  Authority, 
chief  and  absolute,  was  now  vested  alone  in  the  ayun- 
tamiento.  Then  with  the  modesty  of  Cincinnatus  he 
retired. 

It  was  then  in  order,  on  the  part  of  the  munici- 
pality, to  choose  a  chief  ruler  and  representative  of 
royal  authority.  This  could  be  done  by  the  council 
alone,  though  in  this  instance,  for  obvious  reasons,  it 
would  be  better  to  secure  the  appointment  by  popular 
vote.  Cortes  felt  safe  enough  either  way.  A  glowing 
eulogy  delivered  by  a  fluent  speaker  was  followed  by 
such  noisy  demonstrations  that  the  opposition  found 
no  opportunity  to  express  their  opinion."   The  foUow- 

a  difficulty  with  Cortes  about  a  Cuban  female.  Hist.  Verdad.,  29;  Vetancvrt, 
Teairo  Mex.^  pt.  iii.  116.  Promotioii  and  other  causes  gave  speedy  rise  to 
changes  among  the  officials ;  Avila,  for  instance,  becoming  alcalde  mayor  of 
New  Spain,  and  Pedro  de  Al-varado  alcalde  of  the  town. 

*'  '  Los  q  para  esto  estaui  auisados,  sin  dar  lugar  a  que  nadie  tomasse  la 
mano.  A  vozes  respddier5  Cortes,  Cortes.'  Herrtra^  dec.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap.  viL 
Bemal  Diaz  merely  intunates  that  a  *  packed'  meeting  was  held,  by  8tatin|^ 
that  the  men  of  Velazquez  were  furious  on  finding  Cort^  and  the  munici- 
pality elected,  declaring,  'q'  no  era  bien  hecho  sin  ser  sabidores  dello  todos  los 
oLpitanes,  y  soldados.'  HiA,  Verdad,  ^  29.  This  indicates  also  that  many  of 
the  opponents  mnst  have  been  sent  awajjr  from  camp  for  the  occasion,  perhaps 
on  board  the  vessels.    Montejo  had  besides  a  number  with  him. 
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ing  day  a  committee  was  sent  to  apprise  Cortes  o 
his  election,^*  in  the  name  of  their  Uatholic  High 
nesses,  to  the  offices  of  captain-general,  and  of  justici 
mayor  of  the  town.  On  appearing  before  the  counci 
to  take  the  oath,  the  alcalde  addressed  Cortes,  gi\ 
ing  as  reason  for  the  appointment  his  loyalty,  hi 
worth,  and  his  talents.  The  commission  which  wa 
then  given  granted  him  one  fifth  of  all  treasure  ac 
qnirea  by  trade  or  conquest,  after  deducting  th 
royal  fifth.  This  was  in  consideration  chiefly  fo 
his  services   as   leader."    Exitus  acta  probat.     La 

^*  'El  qual  como  si  nada  stipiera  del  caso,  T)regunt6  que  era  lo  que  mandaui 
Having  signified  his  acceptance,  'Quisierd  bewirle  las  manos  por  ello,  cod 
cosa  al  bien  de  todos.  *  lierreray  ubi  sup. 

^^Gromara  says  frankly,  'Cortes  acepto  el  cargo  de  capitan  general 
justicia  nmyor,  a  pocos  ruegos,  porq  no  desseaua  otra  cosa  mas  por  entonce: 
Hist.  Mfx.y  48.  'Y  no  tuyo  yerguenza  Gomara,'  is  Las  Casas  comment  < 
the  admission.  Hist.  Iiid. ,  iy.  496.  Bernal  Diaz  states  that  Cort^  had  nuu 
it  a  condition,  when  the  army  pleaded  to  remain  in  the  country,  that  ] 
should  receiye  these  offices:  *Y  lo  peor  de  todo  que  le  otorgamos  que 
dariamos  el  qainto  del  oro.*  Hist.  Verdad.y  29.  The  letter  of  the  ayimt 
miento  to  the  emperor  sets  forth  that  they  had  represented  to  Cort^  tl 
injustice  of  trading  ^old  for  the  sole  benefit  of  Velazquez  and  himself,  ai 
the  necessity  of  secunng  the  country  and  its  wealth  for  the  king  by  foundii 
a  colony,  which  would  also  benefit  them  all  in  the  distribution  of  grant 
They  had  accordingly  urged  him  to  stop  barter  as  hitherto  carried  on,  ai 
to  found  a  town,  ft  is  then  related  how  he  yielded  his  own  interest  in  fay 
of  kin^  and  community,  and  appointed  them  alcaldes  and  residores.  B 
authority  having  in  consequence  become  null,  they  appointed  him  in  tl 
king's  name  justicia,  alcalde  mayor,  and  captain,  as  the  ablest  and  most  loy 
man,  and  in  consideration  of  his  expenses  and  ser\'ices  so  far.  Carta  . 
Jul.y  15 19 J  in  Cort^f  Cartcu,  19-21.  ^th  Puertocarrero  and  Montejo  co 
firm,  in  their  testimony  before  the  authorities  in  Spain,  that  Cort^  yields 
to  the  general  desire  in  doing  what  he  did.  Col.  Doc.  Initl.y  i.  489,  493- 
According  to  Gromara,  Cort^  makes  a  trip  into  the  neighboring  country,  an 
finding  how  rich  it  is,  he  proposes  to  settle,  and  to  send  the  vessels  to  Cul 
for  more  men  wherewith  to  undertake  the  conquest.  This  was  approver 
Cortes  accordingly  appointed  the  municipality,  and  resigning  the  authori 
conferred  by  the  Jeronimite  Fathers  and  oy  Velazquez,  m  now  oselesii.  thf 
officers  in  turn  elected  him  as  their  captain-general  and  justicia  mayor.  Tl 
council  proposed  tliat,  since  the  only  provisions  remainbig  belonged  to  Corti! 
he  should  take  from  the  vessels  what  he  needed  for  hiniEK^U  and  servants,  %i 
distribute  the  rest  among  the  men  at  a  just  price,  their  joint  credit  l*eii 
pledged  for  payment.  The  fleets  and  outfit  were  to  be  accepted  by  the  cot 
pany  in  the  same  way,  tlie  vessels  to  be  used  to  carry  provisions  from  t] 
islands.  Scorning  the  idea  of  trading  his  possessions,  Cortea  surrendertid  t] 
fleet  and  effects  for  free  distribution  among  his  eotiimiuans.  Althon^ 
liberal  at  all  times  with  them,  this  act  was  prompte«]  ny  a  desire  to  ga 
^ood-will.  Hist.  Mex.j  40-8;  Herrera^  dec.  ii.  nb.  v.  cap.  vii.;  TVrw/ttrnt'Mi 
1.  395,  587.  Las  Casas  terms  the  whole  transaction,  ag  related  by  Gomara  ai 
the  a3runtamiento,  a  plot  to  defraud  Velazquez  of  his  iiropert^'  and  Uonot 
Comparing  the  conduct  of  Cort^  with  that  of  Velazqi k^b  against  Colon,  1 
finds  the  latter  trifling  and  pardonable,  while  the  former  was  a  barefac^ 
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Casas  insists  that,  since  Cortes  had  no  authority  to 
form  a  settlement,  his  appointment  of  an  ayuntamiento 
was  illegal,  and  consequently  their  election  of  him. 
No  one  supposed  for  a  moment,  least  of  all  Cortes, 
that  these  proceedings  were  regular.  They  were 
but  make-believe  legal.  But  in  following  Gomara's 
version  Las  Casas  failed  to  understand  that  the 
appointment  was  conferred  by  the  popular  majority 
in  the  name  of  the  king,  which  though  not  strictly 
legal  threw  over  all  the  color  of  law.  Beside,  with 
consummate  skill  Cortes  made  it  appear  that  the 
•expedition  obliged  him  to  act  as  he  did;  and  if  these 
manoeuvres  did  not  legalize  the  transaction,  they  were 
the  means  of  weaving  a  strong  bond  between  the 
men  and  their  leader,  such  as  King  Charles  and  all 
his  ordinance-makers  never  could  have  created.  Cor- 
tes was  no  longer  the  chief  of  Velazquez'  expedition, 
but  the  leader  of  the  Vera  Cruz  militia,  as  the  army 
might  now  be  termed,  and  removable  only  by  the 
power  that  placed  him  there,  or  by  the  emperor.^* 

Although  opposition  was  now  in  vain,  the  ad- 
herents of  Velazquez  loudly  denounced  the  whole 
affair,  called  it  a  conspiracy  and  a  cheat,  and  refused 
to  acknowledge  Cortes  as  their  leader.  So  abusive 
did  they  become  that  open  rupture  was  imminent. 
The  leaders  of  this  faction  were  Velazquez  de  Leon, 
Ordaz,    Escobar,  Pedro   Escudero,   Morla,   and   the 

robbery,  resulting  to  Velazquez  in  loss  of  fortune,  honors,  and  life.  The  cap- 
tains -were  accomplices.  Hiat.  Ind.y  iy.  4o3,  494-6.  Peter  Martyr  gives  the 
lacts  in  brief  without  venturing  an  opinion,  dec.  v.  cap.  i. ;  ZumdiTaga,  in 
Bamirezj  Doc.y  MS.,  271-2.  Cortes  still  held  out  the  offer  to  furnish  a  vessel 
for  those  who  preferred  to  return  to  Cuba.  As  for  Velazouez'  goods,  they 
remained  safely  in  charge  of  the  authorized  agent,  who  also  recovered  the 
advances  made  to  members.  See  note  5,  cap.  v. 

^'As  for  the  ayuntamiento,  the  passive  recognition  accorded  to  it,  con- 
finned  as  it  was  by  the  popularly  elected  general,  may  be  regarded  as  sufficient. 
Spanish  municipal  bodies  possessed  an  extensive  power  conferred  upon  them 
during  successive  reigns,  chiefly  with  a  view  to  afiord  the  sovereign  a  support 
against  the  assuminff  arrogance  of  the  nobles.  Their  deliberations  were 
respected;  they  could  appoint  members,  regulate  their  expenses,  and  even 
raise  troops  under  their  own  standard.  As  an  instance  of  the  consideration 
enjoyed  by  these  troop,  it  is  related  that  laskbella  the  Catholic,  when  re- 
viewing the  army  besieging  Moclin,  gave  a  special  salute  of  respect  to  the 
banner  of  Seville.   Alamaa^  Diaert.,  L  612;  iantacou,  Ilkt.  Mij.,  ii.  401-2. 
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priest  Juan  Diaz.  Seeing  the  necessity  of  prompi 
action,  Cortds  seized  the  first  two,  with  a  few  others 
and  sent  them  on  shipboard  in  irons,  while  Alva 
rado  went  a-foraging  with  a  hundred  men,  chieflj 
adherents  of  the  disaffected  leaders."  They  found  i 
fertile  country,  and  several  small  towns.  The  in 
habitants  fled  at  their  approach,  leaving  signs  of  re 
cent  human  sacrifices  in  the  temple.  In  one  building 
with  pyramidal  foundation  several  feet  in  height 
were  found  a  number  of  fine  rooms,  some  filled  witl 
grain,  beans,  honey,  and  other  provisions;  other 
with  cotton  fabrics  and  feathers,  adorned  in  instance 
with  gold  and  silver.  In  obedience  to  strict  order 
nothing  was  touched  save  food.  The  report  brough 
back  of  the  beauty  of  the  country,  together  with  th 
ample  supplies  obtained,  tended  toward  harmony;  an< 
while  the  soldiers  were  thus  easily  reconciled  to  th 
new  order  of  things,  Cort(5s  with  his  usual  tact  woi 
over  nearly  all  his  adversaries.  Some  he  bribed 
some  he  flattered;  others  were  allured  with  hope 
of  preferment.  Most  remarkable  was  it  that  witl 
such  fire  in  his  veins,  he  could  so  control  it;  for  how 
ever  treacherous  Cortes  knew  them  to  be,  seldom 
sign  escaped  him  that  he  suspected  them.  Even  th 
imprisoned  officers  yielded  to  his  persuasive  powei 
aided  as  it  was  by  irons,  and  soon  were  ranked  amon 
his  devoted  sustainers." 

And  now  came  to  pass  an  event  such  as  the  god 
not  unfrequently  fling  their  favorites,  which  was  ms 
terially  to  brighten  the  prospects  of  the  Spaniards 
While  preparing  their  removal  to  a  new  harboj 
and  shortly  after  the  Mexican  withdrawal  from  intej 

"  Acoordinff  to  Gk>mara,  Cort^  enters  the  country  with  400  men  and  all  tl 
horses,  before  tne  election  had  been  mooted.  He  describes  the  towns  viaite< 
Hisl.  Mex. ,  46-8.  Bemal  Diaz  pronounces  the  number  of  men  and  the  tin 
of  entry  false.  He  also  states  that  Montejo  was  bought  over  for  2000  pes 
and  more.   Hist.  Ver  fad.,  30. 

^*  According  to  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Vertlcul.,  30,  gold  played  an  importai 
role  in  effecting  this  change  of  allegiance,  termed  by  Velazquez,  in  his  M 
morials  to  Spain,  a  witchery.  Solis  sees  nothing  but  the  dignified  yet  deT 
traits  of  his  hero  in  all  this. 
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course,  Bernal  Diaz  brought  in  from  his  outpost  five 
Indians,  different  in  dress  and  features  from  any 
hitherto  seen.  Among  other  peculiarities  were  large 
gold  rings,  set  with  stones,  in  their  perforated  ears, 
nose,  and  lower  lip.  Two  of  them,  who  spoke  Mexi- 
can, explained  the  purport  of  their  visit.  The  deeds 
of  the  Spaniards  having  reached  the  ears  of  their 
master,  the  lord  of  Cempoala,  in  the  Totonac  country, 
they  had  been  sent  to  see  these  valiant  beings,  and  in- 
vite them  to  their  city  a  few  leagues  distant."  Ques- 
tionings revealed  that  the  Totonacs  were  a  subjected 
nation,  languishing  like  others  under  the  oppressive 
yoke  of  the  Aztecs,  and  only  too  ready  to  welcome 
deliverance. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  Cortds  and  his  com- 
panions were  wholly  in  the  dark  as  to  the  power 
and  positions  of  the  interior  nations.  Now  for  the 
first  time  a  little  light  was  shed  on  the  subject.  It 
appeared  that  the  mighty  monarch,  with  whom  took 
place  the  late  interchange  of  courtesies,  had  enemies 
who,  if  not  as  powerful  as  himself,  were  still  strong, 
and  in  spirit,  at  least,  unsubdued.  Might  not  this 
adverse  influence  be  utilized  and  joined  to  other  ad- 
verse influences  for  the  humbling  of  the  great  interior 
power?  Possibly  Montezuma  might  grant  Cortds 
audience  under  circumstances  yet  to  be.  Thus  the 
plan  of  the  conquest  was  conceived.  The  messengers 
were  dismissed  with  presents  and  the  assurance  of  a 
speedy  visit.** 

According  to  Ixtlilxochitl,  the  first  revelation  of 
Aztec  weakness  was  made  by  his  ancestor  and  name- 
sake, the  king  of  northern  Acolhuacan.^^  Fearing  the 
power  and  treachery  of  Montezuma  and  his  allies,  and 

^The  Boldien  called  them  Lopelncioe,  because  their  first  inquiry  was 
Lopelucio,  'chief,*  whom  they  wished  to  see.  They  had  not  ventured  to  ap- 
proach while  the  Mexicans  were  at  the  camp.  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad. ,  28. 

*•  According  to  Gomara,  followed  by  Herrera,  the  Totonacs  were  about 
twenty  in  nuniDer,  and  came  while  Teuhtlile  was  absent  on  his  second  mission 
to  Mexico,  without  bringinff  a  direct  invitation  to  the  Spaniards.   Hitt, 

»  See  Native  Maces,  t.  475-7. 
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hating  the  Aztecs  with  a  perfect  hatred,  this  prince 
had  hailed  with  joy  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards,  and 
had  gloated  over  the  terror  with  which  their  presence 
would  inspire  the  emperor.  The  prospect  of  gaining 
an  ally  who  might  aid  his  own  ambitious  plans  for 
supremacy,  and  for  Mexican  humiliation,  impelled  him 
to  send  an  embassy  to  Cortes  with  rich  presents,  and 
with  instructions  to  explain  to  the  strangers  the 
prevailing  disaffection,  the  ease  with  which  the  Aztecs 
might  be  overthrown,  and  the  rare  spoils  that  would 
accrue  to  the  conquerors.  The  interview  with  Cortes 
is  placed  at  about  the  same  time  as  the  Totonac  visit, 
and  Ixtlilxochitl  is  said  to  have  received  the  most 
friendly  assurances  from  Cortes.**  Be  that  as  it  may, 
here  was  an  incident  which  should  crush  all  cavillings. 

As  well  to  examine  the  coimtry  as  to  inure  the 
troops  to  whatever  experience  should  be  theirs  on  tbiji= 
strange  shore,  Cortds  with  about  four  hundred  men  and 
two  light  guns  proceeded  by  land  to  Cempoala,  whik 
the  fleet  with  the  heavy  camp  material  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  expedition  coasted  farther  northward 
to  Quiahuiztlan. 

Burning  overhead  was  the  sun;  burning  underfoot 
were  the  sands;  while  on  the  one  side  was  the  tan- 
talizing sea,  and  on  the  other  the  tantalizing  wootl, 
both  inviting  by  their  cool  refreshing  airs.    Behind 

^  IxtlUxochitly  Hist.  Chick.  ^  288,  Thia  author  is  not  Tery  careful,  how  ever, 
and  his  desire  to  court  the  Spaniards  has  no  doubt  led  htm  to  antedatf^  tb« 
event.  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg  accepts  his  story  in  full.  J  list.  Nttl.  Cit\ ,  iir. 
87-8.  A  similar  revelation  is  claimed  to  have  been  made  by  two  AzU^o  chiefs, 
Vamapantsdn  and  Atonaltzin,  who  came  to  the  camp  in  the  retinue  of  thf  tirst 
messengers  from  Mexico.  Descendants  of  the  early  Aztec  kings,  and  disixin- 
tented  with  the  present  ruler,  they  promised  Cortes  to  deliver  certain  nitth-B 
paintings  foretelling  the  comincr  of  white  men,  to  reveal  the  whcroabtiuta  oi 
the  imperial  treasures,  and  to  plot  an  uprising  among  native  states  in  aid  o! 
Spaniards.  For  these  services  they  rec^ved  extensive  grants  after  the  con- 
quest, including  that  of  Ajapusco  town.  The  document  rcoordinj^  thia  is  a 
fragment  which  Zerecero  parades  in  the  opening  part  of  hia  Mfm.  Riv.  Mex.^ 
8-14,  as  a  discovery  by  him  in  the  Archivo  General.  It  pretends  to  be  a  title 
to  Ajapusco  lands,  aad  contains  on  the  first  pages  a  letter  eigrn^d  by  Cortes  al 
San  Juan  de  Ulua,  '20  March,*  1519,  as  'Captain-general  and  govi^mor  at 
•these  New  Spains.*  Both  the  date  and  titles  stamp  the  letter  at  leaat  a^  mor« 
than  suspicious. 
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the  dark-fringed  forests  rose  old  Orizaba,^  laughing 
at  their  distress  beneath  its  cap  of  snow,  and  wonder- 
ing why  mortals  so  superior  should  choose  the  deadly 
tierra  ccUiente  country  for  their  promenade,  when 
gentle,  genial  An^huac  lay  so  near.  But  presently 
the  senses  quickened  to  the  aroma  of  vegetation;  soft 
swards  and  cultivated  fields  spread  before  them  their 
Uving  green,  and  the  moist,  murmuring  wood  anon 
threw  over  them  its  grateful  shade.  If  beside  grave 
thoughts  on  the  stupendous  matters  then  under 
consideration,  might  find  place  such  trifles  of  God's 
creation  as  birds  of  brilliant  plumage  and  of  sweet 
song,  they  were  there  in  myriads  to  charm  the  eye 
and  ear;  game  to  fill  the  stomach,  though  not  so 
satisfying  as  gold,  always  commanded  attention,  and 
was  aJso  plentiful^  Through  all,  dispensing  life  and 
beauty  on  every  side,  flowed  the  Rio  de  la  Antigua, 
where  a  few  years  later  rose  old  Vera  Cruz.^ 

Crossing  this  stream  with  the  aid  of  rafts  and 
shaky  canoes,  the  army  quartered  on  the  opposite 
bank,  in  one  of  the  towns  there,  which  was  desti- 
tute alike  of  food  and  people,  but  which  displayed  the 

^  The  natives  called  it  CiUaltepetl,  starry  mountain,  with  reference  probably 
to  the  sjiarks  issuing  from  it.  For  height,  etc. ,  see  Humboldt,  Essai  Pol. ,  i.  273. 
Braaseur  de  Bourbourg  gives  it  the  unlikely  name  of  Ahuilizapan.  Hist,  KcU, 
Civ. ,  iy.  99.  The  ending  'pan'  implies  a  district  or  town,  not  a  mountain.  The 
description  in  Carta  del  Ayunt.,  in  Corlds,  Cartas,  22-3,  expresses  doubt 
whether  the  whiteness  of  the  summit  is  due  to  snow  or  to  clouds. 

«*  Alvarado  chased  a  deer,  and  succeeded  in  wounding  it^but  the  next 
moment  the  dense  underbrush  saved  it  from  pursuit.  The  Carta  del  Ayunt., 
loc.  cit. ,  gives  a  list  of  birds  and  quadrupeds ;  and  a  descriptive  account, 
founded  greatly  on  fancy,  however,  is  to  oe  found  in  the  curious  Erasmi 
FraTicisci  Guineischer  wnd  Americanischer  Blumen-Pusch,  NUmberg,  1669, 
wherein  the  compiler  presents  under  the  title  of  a  nosegay  the  *|)erfume  of 
the  wonders  of  strange  animals,  of  peculiar  customs,  ftnd  of  the  doings  of  the 
kings  of  Pern  and  Mexico. '  The  first  of  its  two  parts  is  devoted  to  the  animal 
kingdom,  with  particular  attention  to  the  marvellous,  wherein  credulity  finds 
free  play,  as  may  be  seen  also  in  the  flying  dragon  of  one  of  the  crude  en- 
gravings. In.  the  second  part,  the  aborigines,  their  history,  condition,  and 
customs,  are  treated  of,  chiefly  under  Peru  and  Mexico,  chapter  v.  relating 
specially  to  the  latter  country.  The  narrative  is  quite  si\perficial  and  fragmen- 
tary ;  the  'nosegay '  being  not  only  common  but  faded,  even  the  style  and  type 
appearing  antiquated  for  the  date.  Appended  is  Hemmersam,  ChtineUche  und 
West-ImPaniacAeJReisabeschreibung,  with  addition  byDietherr,  relating  to  Africa 
and  Brazil. 

^  'A  trea  leguas  andadas  Uego  al  no  que  parte  termino  con  tierras  de  Moxi» 
tecfuma.'  Gcmarti,  Jlist.  Mex.,49;  Torriuemada,  i.  305. 
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usual  ghastly  indications  of  recent  human  sacrific 
The  next  morning  they  followed  the  river  westwar 
and  soon  after  met  a  party  of  twelve  Totonacs,  wl: 
had  been  sent  by  the  Cempoalan  ruler  with  presen 
of  food.  By  them  the  Spaniards  were  guided  nort] 
ward  to  a  hamlet  where  a  bountiful  supper  was  pri 
vided.*^  While  marching  the  next  day,  with  scou 
deployed  as  usual  to  guard  against  ambuscades,  tlit 
emerged  from  a  dense  tropical  forest  into  the  mid 
of  gardens  and  orchards,  and  by  a  sudden  tnrn  in  tt 
road  the  bright  buildings  of  CempoaJa  stood  forth  i 
view. 

Just  then  twenty  nobles  appeared  and  offered  we 
come.  They  were  followed  by  slaves,  and  instant 
the  travel -worn  army  was  revelling  in  fruits  ai 
flowers.  What  more  beautiful  reception  could  ha^ 
been  given?  yet  the  Spaniards  would  have  preferrt 
1  a  shower  of  gold.     To  Cortes  were  given  bouquet 

a  garland,  chiefly  of  roses,  was  flung  around  his  nee 
and  a  wreath  placed  upon  liis  helmet.  Species  < 
pineapples  and  cherries,  juicy  zapotes,  and  aromat 
anones  were  distributed  to  the  men  without  stit 
Almost  the  entire  populace  of  the  city,  some  twent 
five  thousand,^  staring  their  wonderment  with  op< 
eyes  and  mouth,  thronged  either  side  of  the  wi 
along  which  marched  the  army  in  battle  array,  head* 
by  the  cavalry.  Never  before  had  the  Spaniards  set 
so  beautiful  an  American  city.   Cortes  caUed  it  SeviU 

'*  €romara,  who  ignores  the  previous  night's  camp,  states  that  the  detour 
the  river  was  made  to  avoid  marshes.  They  saw  only  isolated  hiits,  and  ttcl 
and  also  about  twenty  natives,  who  were  chased  and  caught.  By  thciu  tl 
were  guided  to  the  hamlet.  Hist.  Mex.,  49.  They  met  one  bimdrctl  bj 
bringing  them  food.  IxUilxochUl,  Hist,  Chich.,  289.  Prescott  alli^vvs  t 
Spaniards  to  cross  only  a  tributary  of  la  Antigua,  and  yet  gam  Ceiupoii 
Mex.,  i.  339-40. 

"  Las  Casas  says  20,000  to  30,000.  Hist,  Jnd.,  iv.  492.    Torquemada  y^r 
in  different  places  from  25,000  to  150,000.    The  inhabitants  wcr@  inorcxl 
Oonde  de  Monterey  to  a  village  in  Jalapa  district,  and  in  Torquemmla's  iv 
loss  than  half  a  dozen  remained,  i.  397.    'Dista  de  Vera-Cruz  qin^tro  k^gu; 
y  las  ruinas  dan  d  entender  la  grandeza  de  la  Ciudad ;  pero  es  dititmto  de  i^i 

Zempoal que  dista  de  este  doze  leguas.'  Lortn&iiiay  in  Cortes^  IliU. 

SspaiUif  39.  *Assentada  en  vn  llano  entre  dos  rios.*  A  league  auU  a  half  £n 
the  sea.  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap.  viiL 
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a  name  which  Spaniards  frequently  applied  to  any  place 
that  pleased  them,  as  we  have  seen,  while  the  soldiers, 
charmed  with  its  floral  wealth  and  beauty,  termed 
it  Villaviciosa,  and  declared  it  a  terrestrial  paradise. 
One  of  the  cavalry  scouts,  on  first  beholding  the 
freshly  stuccoed  walls  gleaming  in  the  sun,  came  gal- 
loping back  with  the  intelligence  that  the  houses 
were  silver-plated.  It  was  indeed  an  important  place, 
holding  a  large  daily  market.  A  central  plaza  was 
inclosed  by  imposing  temples  and  palaces,  resting 
on  pyramidal  foundations,  lined  with  apartments  and 
surmounted  by  towers,  and  around  clustered  neat 
dwellings  with  whitened  adobe  walls  embowered  in 
foliage.  Statelier  edifices  of  masonry,  some  having 
several  court -yards,  rose  here  and  there,  while  in 
every  direction  spread  an  extensive  suburb  of  mud 
huts  with  the  never  failing  palm-leaf  roof  Yet  even 
the  humblest  abodes  were  smothered  in  flowers." 
The  people  also,  as  we  might  expect  by  their  sur- 
roundings, were  of  a  superior  order,  well  formed,  of 
intelligent  aspect,  clothed  in  neat  white  and  colored 
cotton  robes  and  mantles,  the  nobles  being  adorned 
with  golden  necklaces,  bracelets,  and  nose  and  lip 
rings,  set  with  pearls  and  precious  stones. 

When  the  troops  reached  the  plaza,  Chicomacatl," 
lord  of  the  province,  stepped  from  the  palace  to 
receive  his  guests.  He  was  supported  by  two  nobles, 
and  though  enormously  stout,'"  his  features  denoted 
high  intelligence,  and  his  manner  refinement.  He  was 
more  of  a  gentleman  than  many  of  the  Spaniards, 
whose  merriment  over  his  corpulence  Cortes  was 
obliged  to  repress.  After  saluting  and  wafting  incense 
before  the  commander  of  the  strange  company,  Chico- 
macatl  embraced  Cortds  and  led  him  to  his  quarters 

^  'Cempoal,  que  yo  intitnld  SeviUa.  *  CorUs,  OartcLS,  52.  See  Native  JRaces, 
u.  553-90;  iv.  425-63,  on  Nahua  architecture. 

^ IxdUxochitl,  Hist,  Chick.,  294.  Brasaeur  de  Bourbourg,  by  a  miscon- 
stractLonof  kU  authoritieB,  calls  him  Tlacochcalcatl.  Codex  Chimalpopocay  in 
BrajtteurdeBovrbourg,  Hist.  Nat,  Civ.,  iv.  93.    See  Sahagun,  Hist.  Conq.,  16. 

**  *Una  gordura  monstruosa Fue  necesario  que  Cort^  detuviesse  la  risa 

delosBoldadoe.'  Solis,  Hist.  Mex,,  I  175. 
HiR.  Kxx..  Vol.  I.   10 
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in  the  spacious  halls  adjoining  the  temple,  after  whid 
he  retired  for  a  time.  There  the  men  rested  and  re 
freshed  themselves,  guards  being  carefully  posted,  fo 
Cortes  would  not  trust  his  fate  to  strangers,  an( 
strict  orders  were  given  that  no  one  should  leave  th 
building.^ 

It  was  not  long  before  Chicomacatl  returned  in 

litter  with  a  richly  attired  suite,  bringing  presents  c 

fine   robes,  and  jewels  worth   about   two   thousan 

ducats.    During  the  conversation  that  ensued,  Corte 

as  usual  extolled  the  greatness  and  power  of  his  kinc 

and  spoke  warmly  of  his  mission  to  replace  thei 

bloody  religion  with  a  knowledge  of  the  true  Groc 

j|  Were  there  wrongs  to  redress,  that  is  to  say,  whei 

opportunity  offered  for  the  perpetration  of  a  greate 

wrong  by  himself,  no  knight  of  La  Mancha  or  Amadi 

of  Gaul  could  be  more  valiant  than  he.     In  retur 

the  chief  of  Cempoala  unbosomed  himself,  for  th 

^  manner  of  Cortds  was  winning,  and  his  speech  in 

spired  confidence  whenever  he  chose  to  make  it  sc 

Then  his  fame,  already  wide-spread  over  the  land,  ani 

the  dim  uncertainty  as  to  his  nature,  whether  mor 

1  celestial  or  terrestrial,  added  weight  to  his  words.     S 

I  Chicomacatl  poured  forth  from  an  overflowing  hear 

a  torrent  of  complaints  against  the  tyranny  of  Mont€ 

I  zuma.     He  drew  for  the  Spaniards  a  historic  outlin 

I  of  the  Aztecs — how  a  people  the  youngest  in  the  Ian 

'  had,  at  first  by  cunning  and  treachery,  and  finally  b 

'  forced  allies  and  preponderance  of  arms,  built  thei 

i  power  upon  the  ruin  of  older  states.     The  Totonae 

\  whose  records  as  an  independent  nation  in  this  regio 

extended  over  seven  centuries,  had  succumbed  onl 

some  twenty-five  years  before  this.**    And  now  Mor 

tezuma's  collectors  overran  the  provinces,  gatherin 

heavy  tributes,  seizing  the   beautiful   maidens,  an 

"  *  Se  hizo  el  alojamento  en  el  patio  del  Templo  mayor.*  Herrera,  dec  i 
lib.  V.  cap.  viii. 

*^  For  the  reigns  of  their  kings,  see  TorquemadcL,  i.  278-80.  Robertsoi 
Hist,  ^m.,  ii.  31,  wrongly  assumes  the  Totonacs  to  be  a  fierce  people,  differei 
from  Cempoalans. 
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conveying  the  men  into  slavery  or  to  the  sacrificial 
stone.  Neither  life,  liberty,  nor  property  could  be 
enjoyed  with  any  degree  of  safety. 

Whereat  Cortes  of  course  was  indignant.  It  was 
his  special  business  to  do  all  the  tyrannizing  in  that 
region  himself;  his  sword  would  give  ample  pro- 
tection to  his  new  allies,  and  bring  abundant  honor 
to  his  king  and  himself.  Let  but  the  people  prove 
loyal  to  him,  he  concluded,  and  he  surely  would  de- 
liver them  from  the  hated  yoke;  yet  he  did  not 
mention  the  more  fatal  bondage  into  which  he  would 
place  them.  Chicomacatl  eagerly  assured  Cortes  of 
support  from  the  Totonacs,  numbering  fifty  thousand 
warriors,  with  numerous  towns  and  fortresses.*^  Fur- 
thermore, there  were  many  other  states  ready  to  join 
an  insurrection  which  should  prove  strong  enough  to 
brave  the  terrible  Montezuma. 

Their  visit  over,^  the  Spaniards  continued  their 
march  northward  to  join  the  fleet.'  Four  hundred 
tlamamas,  or  carriers,  attended,  in  courtesy  to  hon- 
ored guests,  to  relieve  the  soldiers  of  their  burdens. 
The  following  day  they  reached  Quiahuiztlan,  a  for- 
tified town  about  a  league  from  the  sea.  This  town 
was  picturesquely  placed  on  a  rocky  promontory 
bordering  one  of  the  many  wild  ravines  thereabout, 
and  of  difficult  access,  commanding  the  plain  and 
harbor  at  its  base.**     The  army  advanced  cautiously, 

^  'Toda  aqiiella  proYincia  de  Cempoal  y  toda  la  sierra  comarcana  &  la 
dicha  villa,  que  ser&n  hasta  cinquenta  mil  hombres  de  guerra  y  cincuenta 
villas  y  fortalezas.*  Cortis,  Cartas,  53.  *Cien  mil  hobres  entre  toda  la  liga.* 
ChymarOy  Hist.  Mesi, ,  57.  '  En  aquellas  tierras  de  la  lengua  de  Totonaque,  que 
eran  mas  de  trienta  pueblos.*  Bemal  DiaZy  Hist.  Verdcui.,  31.  The  province 
appears  to  have  extended  from  Rio  de  la  Antigua  to  Huaxtecapan,  in  the 
north  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  from  the  sea  to  Zacatlan,  in  Puebla.  Patiflo  assumes 
Mixquhoacan  to  have  been  the  capital,  but  this  must  be  a  mistake. 

**  Gomara  relates  that  the  army  remained  at  Cempoala  fifteen  days,  during 
which  frequent  visits  were  made  by  the  lord,  Cort6s  paying  the  first  return 
visit  on  the  third  day,  attended  bv  fifty  soldiers.  BLe  describes  briefly  the 
palace,  and  how  Cortes,  seated  by  the  side  of  the  lord,  on  icpalli  stools,  now 
won  his  confidence  and  adhesion.  Hist,  Mex,,  51-3;  Tapia,  ReL,  inlcazhal- 
ceta.  Col.  Doc,  ii.  561;  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap.  x.  Bemal  Diaz  declares 
Gomara  wrong,  and  insists  that  they  proceeded  on  their  way  the  following 
day.  Nist.   Verdad.,  31;  Clavigero,  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  26-7. 

>^For  iliustrateddescriptionof  barranca  ruins,  see  Native  RaceSf  iv.439etBeq. 
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in  battle  array ,^  but  the  place  was  deserted.  On 
reaching  the  plaza,  however,  some  fifteen  chiefs  came 
forward  with  swinging  censers,  and  apologized,  saying 
that  the  people  had  fled,  not  knowing  what  the  strange 
arrival  portended,  but  reassured  by  the  CempoaJans, 
they  were  already  returning  to  serve  them.  The 
soldiers  then  took  possession  of  a  large  building,  where 
food  was  brought  them.  Presenuy  the  chief  ap- 
peared; and  close  at  his  heels  in  hot  haste  came  the 
ord  of  Cempoala,  who  announced  that  the  Aztec  col- 
lectors had  entered  his  city.^  While  conferring  with 
Cortes  and  the  chiefs  assembled,  Chicomacatl  was 
informed  that  the  collectors,  five^  in  number,  had 
followed  him  to  Quiahuiztlan,  and  were  even  then  at 
the  door.  All  the  chiefs  present  turned  pale,  and 
hastened  out  to  humble  themselves  before  the  officers, 
who  responded  with  disdainful  condescension.  The 
officers  were  clad  in  embroidered  robes,  with  a  pro- 
fusion of  jewelry,  and  wore  the  hair  gathered  upon  the 
crown.  In  the  right  hand  they  carried  their  insignia 
of  office,  a  hooked  carved  stick,  and  in  the  left  a  bunch 
of  roses,  the  ever  welcome  ofiering  of  the  obsequious 
Totonac  nobles  who  swelled  their  train.  A  suite  of 
servitors  followed,  some  with  fans  and  dusters,  foi 
the  comfort  of  their  masters.  Passing  the  Spanish 
quarter  without  deigning  to  salute  the  strangers^ 
the  emissaries  of  the  mighty  Montezuma  entered  an- 
other large  building,  and  after  refreshing  themselves 
summoned  the  tributary  chiefs,  reprimanded  them 
for  having  received  the  Spaniards  without  permission 
from  Montezuma,  and  demanded  twenty  young  persons 
for  an  atoning  sacrifice.    Well  might  the  demoniaca] 


**  Avila,  who  had  command,  was  bo  strict  as  to  lance  Hernando  Alonso  d< 
ViUanueva  for  not  keeping  in  line.  Lamed  in  the  arm,  he  received  ih< 
nickname  of  el  Manquillo.  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  31.  The  riders  wen 
obliged  to  retain  their  seats,  lest  the  Indians  should  suppose  that  the  horse 
oould  be  deterred  by  any  obstacles.  Gomara^  Hist,  Mex.,  53. 

^  Vetancvrt,  TecUro  Mex,j  pt.  iii.  117.  Others  suppose  that  he  came  merelj 
to  persuade  the  cacique  to  join  Cortes.  Clavigero,  Storia  Mesa,,  ilL  27. 

■*  Four  men.  IxiUlxochiil,  Hist,  Chich. ,  289.  *  Twenty  men,  *  says  Qoman 
ffist.  Mex,,  54,  who  does  not  refer  to  the  arrival  of  Cempoida's  lord. 
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order  cause  to  tremble  every  youth  throughout  the 
land;  for  whose  turn  should  be  next  none  could 
tell.  Even  the  faces  of  the  chiefs  were  blanched  as 
they  told  Cortes,  informing  him  also  that  it  was 
already  determined  in  Aztec  circles  to  make  slaves 
of  the  Spaniards,  and  after  being  used  awhile  for 
purposes  of  procreation,  they  were  to  be  sacrificed.* 
Cortes  laughed,  and  ordered  the  Totonacs  to  seize 
the  insolent  officials.  What!  lay  violent  hands  on 
Montezuma's  messengers?  The  very  thought  to  them 
was  appalling.  Nevertheless  they  did  it,  for  there 
was  something  in  the  tone  of  Cortes  that  made  them 
obey,  though  they  could  not  distinguish  the  meaning 
of  his  words.  They  laid  hold  on  those  tax-men  of 
Montezuma,  put  collars  on  their  necks,  and  tied  their 
hands  and  feet  to  poles.^  Their  timidity  thus  broken, 
they  became  audacious,  and  demanded  the  sacrifice 
of  the  prisoners.*^  "By  no  means,"  Cortes  said,  and 
he  himself  assumed  their  custody. 

Howsoever  the  cards  fall  to  him,  a  skilful  gamester 
plays  each  severally,  nothing  cavilling,  at  its  worth. 
So  Cortds  now  played  these  messengers,  the  method 
assuming  form  in  his  mind  immediately  he  saw  them. 
With  him  this  whole  Mexican  business  was  one  great 
game,  a  life  game,  though  it  should  last  but  a  day; 
and  as  the  agencies  and  influences  of  it  fell  into  his 
fingers,  with  the  subtlety  of  the  serpent  he  dealt 
them  out,  placing  one  here  and  another  there,  playing 
with  equal  readiness  enemy  against  enemy,  and  mul- 
tiplying friends  by  friends. 

These  so  lately  pride-puffed  tribute-men,  now  low 
laid  in  the  depths  of  despondency — ^how  shall  they  be 
played?  Well,  let  them  be  like  him  who  fell  amongst 
thieves,  while  the  Spanish  commander  acts  the  good 

>*  *  Montezuma  tenia  pensamiento, . . . .  de  nos  auer  todos  d  las  manoe,  para 
que  hiziessemoe  generacion,  y  tambien  para  tener  que  sacrificar.*  BerncU  JOiax^ 
HUL  Verdad,,  28. 

^ '  Garoerati  nelle  loro  gabbie,*  is  the  Way  Clavigero  pats  it.  Storia  Mess,, 
iii  28.     One  was  even  whipped  for  resisting. 

*^ '  Porque  no  se  les  fuesse  algnno  dellos  d  dar  mandado  d  Mexico,*  is  Ber- 
nal  Diaz'  reason  for  it.  Bist.  Verdad.,  32. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


150 


THE  MIGHTY  PROJECT  IS  CONCEIVED. 


Samaritan.  In  pursuance  of  which  plan,  when  all 
had  retired  for  the  night,  he  went  stealthily  to  them, 
asked  who  they  were,  and  why  they  were  in  that  sad 
plight,  pretending  ignorance.  And  when  they  told 
him,  this  rare  redresser  was  angry,  hot  with  indig- 
nation that  the  noble  representatives  of  so  noble  a 
monarch  should  be  so  treated.  Whereupon  he  in- 
stantly released  two  of  them,  comforting  the  others 
with  the  assurance  that  their  deliverance  should 
quickly  follow;  for  the  emperor  Montezuma  he  es- 
teemed above  all  emperors,  and  he  desired  to  serve 
him,  as  commanded  by  his  king.  Then  he  sent  the 
twain  down  the  coast  in  a  boat,  beyond  the  Totonac 
boundary. 

Next  morning,  when  told  that  two  of  the  Aztec 
captives  had  broken  their  bonds  and  escaped,  the 
Totonacs  were  more  urgent  than  ever  for  the  im- 
molation of  the  others.  But  Cortes  again  said  no, 
and  arranged  that  they  should  be  sent  in  chains  on 
board  one  of  his  vessels,  determined  afterward  to 
release  them,  for  they  were  worth  far  more  to  his 
purpose  alive  than  dead. 

It  is  refreshing  at  this  juncture  to  hear  pious 
people  censure  Cortds  for  his  duplicity,  and  to  hear 
other  pious  people  defend  him  on  the  ground  of  ne- 
cessity, or  otherwise.  Such  men  might  with  equal 
reason  wrangle  over  the  method  by  which  it  was 
right  and  honorable  for  the  tiger  to  spring  and  seize 
the  hind.  The  one  great  wrong  is  lost  sight  of  in  the 
discussion  of  numerous  lesser  wrongs.  The  murderer 
of  an  empire  should  not  be  too  severely  criticised  for 
crushing  a  gnat  while  on  the  way  about  the  business.*^ 

At  the  suggestion  of  Cortes,  messengers  were  sent 
to  all  the  towns  of  the  province,  with  orders  to  stop 

"*Condotta  artifiziosa,  e  doppia,*  etc.,  says  Clavigero,  Storia  Mesa,,  in. 
28,  while  Soils  lauds  it  as  *  Grande  artifice  de  medir  lo  que  dispoziia,  con  lo  qa« 
rezelaba:  y  prudente  Capitan.'  Hist,  Mex,,  i.  186. 
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the  payment  of  tribute  and  to  seize  the  collectors, 
but  to  spare  their  lives.  Information  was  likewise  to 
be  given  to  the  neighboring  nations,  that  all  might 
prepare  to  resist  the  force  which  Montezuma  would 
probably  send  against  them.  The  Totonacs  became 
wild  ivith  joy,  and  declared  that  the  little  band  who 
dare  so  brave  Montezuma  must  be  more  than  men." 
To  Quiahuitzlan  flocked  chiefs  and  nobles  from  all 
parts,  eager  to  behold  these  beings,  and  to  ascertain 
their  own  future  course  of  action.  There  were  those 
among  them  still  timid,  who  urged  an  embassy  to 
the  kin^  of  kings,  to  beseech  pardon  before  his  army 
should  be  upon  them,  slaying,  enslaving,  and  laying 
waste ;  but  Cortes  had  aheady  influence,  was  aheady 
strong  enough  to  allay  their  fears,  and  bring  them 
all  into  allegiance  to  the  Spanish  sovereign,  exacting 
their  oath  before  the  notary  Godoy  to  support  him 
with  all  their  forces.  Thus,  by  virtue  of  this  man's 
mind,  many  battles  were  fought  and  won  without  the 
striking  of  a  blow.  Already  every  Spaniard  there 
was  a  sovereign,  and  the  meanest  soldier  among  them 
a  ruler  of  men. 

«3  *  Desde  alli  adelante  nos  llomaron  Tenles,'  says  Bemal  Diaz,  with  great 
Batisfaction.  //»<  Verdad.,  32.  '  A  los  Espafioles  Uamaron  teUuh,  que  quiere 
4lecir  dioses,  y  los  Espaiioles  oorrompiendo  el  vocablo  decian  teules,  el  cual 
aombre  les  dur6  mas  de  tres  auos,'  till  we  stopped  it,  declaring  that  there 

I  but  one  God,  Motolinia^  Hist.  Lid.,  i.  142-3.     See  note  16. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

MULTIPLICATION  OF  PLOTS, 
June-July,  1619, 

COBTis,   DiPLOMATB    AND    GeNEBAIt— ThE    MtmcIFALITY    OP    YlLLA    RlC 

Located — Excitement  throughout  Anahuac — Montezdma  Demob 
ALiZED— Arrival  of  the  Released  0;jllectors  at  the  Mexica: 
Capital — The  Order  for  Troops  CorNTERMAKDED — MosfTEzrat 
Sends  an  Embassy  to  CortAs — Chicomacatl  Ase3  Aid  agai^jst 
Mexican  Garrison— A  Piece  of  Pleasaktrv— The  Velazqfez  Me 
Refuse  to  Accompany  the  Expedition — OrroitTUNiTy  Oftered  the! 
TO  Return  to  Cuba,  which  they  Decline  tsroctoh  8il^iie — Th 
ToTONACS  Rebuked — The  Cempoala  Biiide3 — DESTRtTcrioN  of  th 
Idom — Arrival  at  Villa  Rica  of  Sau  eim) — Efforts  or  Vclaeqce 
WITH  THE  Emperor — Cort6s  Sends  Me.'4sengeii3  to  Spaxn — Velai 
QUEZ  Orders  them  Pursued— The  Letters  or  GoErts — Apdixnc 
OF  the  Emperor  at  Tordesillas. 

Palamedes  invented  the  game  of  chess  while  watch 
ing  before  the  gates  of  Troy;  a  tame  business,  truly 
beside  the  achievements  of  the  heaven-born  Achilles 
the  hero  of  the  war.  Yet  chess  remains,  while  AchiUe 
and  his  heaven  have  melted  with  the  mists.  W]i< 
shall  say,  then,  which  was  the  greater,  Cortes  tin 
soldier,  or  Cortes  the  diplomato^  But  these  weri 
barbarians,  one  says,  with  whom  the  shrewd  Span 
iards  had  to  deal;  they  had  neither  horses,  nor  iron 
nor  gunpowder,  to  aid  them  in  their  wars.  Further 
more,  they  regarded  the  strangers  fully  as  demi-gods 
probably  as  some  of  their  own  wandering  deities  re 
turned.  True;  but  he  makes  a  great  mistake  whi 
rates  the  Mexicans  so  far  beneath  Europeans  in  natu 
ral  ability  and  cunning.  Montezuma  lacked  some  o 
the  murderous  enginery  that   Cortds  had,   and  hi; 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LOCATING  VILLA  RICA.  153 

inner  life  was  of  different  dye;  that  was  about  all.  If 
any  would  place  Cortds,  his  genius,  and  his  exploits, 
below  those  of  the  world's  greatest  generals,  because 
he  w^arred  on  enemies  weaker  than  their  enemies,  we 
have  only  to  consider  the  means  at  his  command,  how 
much  less  was  his  force  than  theirs.  What  could  the 
Scipios  or  the  Caesars  have  done  with  half  a  thousand 
men ;  or  Washington,  or  Wellington,  with  five  hundred 
against  five  hundred  thousand?  Napoleon's  tactics  were 
always  to  have  at  hand  more  forces  than  the  enemy. 
In  this  the  Corsican  displayed  his  astuteness.  But  a 
keener  astuteness  was  required  by  Cortes  to  conquer 
thousands  with  hundreds  and  with  tens.  Perhaps 
Moltke,  who,  with  a  stronger  force,  could  wage  suc- 
cessful war  on  France,  perhaps  he,  and  a  handful  of 
his  veterans,  could  land  on  the  deadly  shores  of  the 
Mexican  Gulf,  and  with  Montezuma  there,  and  all  the 
interior  as  dark  to  them  as  Erebus,  by  strategy  and 
force  of  arms  possess  themselves  of  the  country.  I 
doubt  it  exceedingly.  I  doubt  if  one  in  ten  of  the 
greatest  generals  who  ever  lived  would  have  achieved 
what  the  base  bastard  Pizarro  did  in  Peru.  The  very 
qualities  which  made  them  great  would  have  deterred 
them  from  anjrthing  which,  viewed  in  the  light  of  ex- 
perience and  reason,  was  so  wildly  chimerical.  Then 
OTve  these  birds  of  prey  their  petting,  I  say;  they 
deserve  it.  And  be  fame  or  infamy  immortal  ever 
theirs!  Lastly,  if  any  still  suspect  the  genius  of 
Cortes  unable  to  cope  with  others  than  Indians,  let 
them  observe  how  he  handles  his  brother  Spaniards. 

It  was  about  time  the  municipality  should  find 
anchorage;  too  much  travelUng  by  a  town  of  such 
immaculate  conception,  of  so  much  more  than  ordinary 
signification,  were  not  seemly.  Velazquez  would  de- 
ride it;  the  emperor  Charles  would  wonder  at  it: 
therefore  half  a  league  below  Quiahuiztlan,  in  the 
dimpled  plain  which  stretches  from  its  base  to  the 
harbor   of   Bemal  at  present  protecting  the  ships. 
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where  bright  waters  commmgling  with  soft  roun 
hills  and  rugged  promoutories  were  lifted  into  ethere 
heights  by  the  misted  sunshine,  the  whole  scene  falH  i 
on  the  senses  like  a  vision,  and  not  like  tame  realit 
there  they  chose  a  site  for  the  Villa  Rica,^  and  drc 
a  plan  of  the  town,  distributed  lots,  kid  the  founds 
tions  for  forts  and  batteries,  granary ^  chiu^^h,  towi 
hall,  and  other  buildings,  which  were  constructt 
chiefly  of  adobe,  the  whole  being  inclosed  by  a  stroi 
stockade.  To  encourage  alike  men  and  officers  ' 
push  the  work,  Cort<5s  himself  set  the  example 
preparing  for  the  structures,  and  In  carrying  ean 
and  stones.  The  natives  also  lent  their  aid,  and  in 
few  weeks  the  town  stood  ready,  furnisliiug  a  go< 
shipping  depot,  a  fortress  for  the  control  of  the  i 
terior,  a  starting-point  for  operations,  an  asylum  f 
the  sick  and  wounded,  and  a  refuge  for  the  army 
case  of  need. 

Great  was  the  excitement  in  Aii:iliuac  and  tl 
regions  round  about  over  the  revolt  of  the  Totona 
and  the   attitude   assumed   by  the    Spaniards ;   ai 

*  Villa  Rica  is  the  name  appearing  in  the  first  royal  charter  of  1523^  1 
with  later  foundations  Vera  Cruz  became  the  title.  Fun*^^  ETtemion  IV 
€7ti2,  MS.,  1  et  scq.  The  municipal  council,  however,  dmtinctlj  calls  it 
Rica  Villa  de  la  Veracruz  and  ought  to  be  the  prujhcr  flutbority  h:^t  the  fc 
of  name  first  applied.  Carta  del  Ai/utU.f  in  CortdSy  Caritt^,  1  ct  Beq.  *  V  Im 
ordenamo8.de  hazer,  y  fundar,  6  poblar  vna  Villa,  quo  ao  nornbry  la  Villa  It 
de  la  Vera-Cruz;  porque  lle^amos  Jueves  de  la  Ccua^  y  ilesf^'mbarcunoa 
Uiemes  Santo  de  la  Cruz,  <S  nca  por  aquel  Cauallemi  <]nc  . . .  dijco  qac  tn%m 
las  tierras  ricas.'  Bernal  Diaz,  nisi,  Verdad.,  29.  '  L  la  mo  la  MUii  Rica  a 
nueua  poblaciO,  y  de  la  Veracruz,  por  auer  descmbarcado  el  Vicnves  Si  to 
Rica,  por  la  riqueza  que  se  aula  descubierto.  *  If*rr*:m,  dec.  ii,  lib.  r.  a 
Tii.  Although  nominally  founded  adjacent  to  San  J  nun  do  Ulua,  there  waa 
intention  to  build  the  town  on  that  unhealthy  imd  dreary  spot  The  Ji 
actual  foundation  took  place  at  the  harbor  of  Benml.  Noarly  lire  y«axs  la 
the  town  rose  anew  on  tne  present  Rio  de  la  Anti^^i^  where  it  became  tug 
alone  as  Vera  Cruz.  In  1599  the  actual  or  new  'NKjrji  Crus  found  itself  fina 
planted  on  the  very  site  of  the  first  nominal  foundatiou.  Th(i  chief  ren^on 
this  change  was  probably  the  need  for  the  better  prutcctioti  against  filibu^t 
afforded  by  the  island  of  San  Juan  de  Ulra,  whose  batteries  conimajidt-d  1 
harbor.  See  AUxyrnoz,  Carta  al  Emperador,  Dec.^  lo25i  in  /traifjo/c'Xit,  t 
Dor. ,  i.  495.  The  charter  for  la  Nueva  Ciudad  de  la  Vt^ra-Cmi  was  graal 
July  19,  1615.  Calle,  Mem.yNot.,  68;  Clavi<ferOy  Storla  Mim. ,  \u,  30;  Ri^ 
Hitit.  Jalapa,  i.  27;  Humboldt^  Kami  Pol.,  i.  276-7-  Alegrc,  IJiM.  Comp. 
JeMuSf  i.  149-50,  has  some  excellent  remarks  hereon.  Few  authors,  howev 
are  free  from  blunders  with  regard  to  the  different  liiteai  even  Loren^uia  0€ 
mitting  more  tlian  one.  Cort6s,  Hist.  N.  Espatla,  3Sl, 
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while  hope  swelled  the  breast  of  subjected  peoples, 
the  Aztec  nobles,  seeing  revolution  in  the  signs  of 
the  times,  began  to  look  to  the  safety  of  their  fami- 
lies and  estates.*  To  Montezuma  the  seizure  of  his 
collectors  was  an  outrage  on  the  sacrcdness  of  his 
majesty,  and  a  slur  on  his  power,  which  the  council 
declared  must  be  punished  in  the  most  prompt  and 
effective  manner,  lest  other  provinces  should  follow 
the  exajnple.  And  yet  the  monarch  had  no  stomach 
for  the  business.  Ofttimes  since  these  accursed 
strangers  touched  his  shores  would  he  willingly  have 
resigned  that  which  he  above  all  feared  to  lose,  his 
sceptre  and  his  life;  then  again,  as  appetite  returned 
and  existence  was  loaded  with  affluent  pleasure,  he 
sighed  to  taste  the  sweets  of  power  a  little  longer. 
He  was  becoming  sadly  pusillanimous,  an  object  of 
contempt  before  his  gods,  his  nobles,  and  himself.  It 
seemed  to  him  as  if  the  heavens  had  fallen  on  him 
and  held  him  inexorably  to  earth.  There  was  no 
escape.  There  were  none  to  pity.  He  was  alone. 
His  very  gods  were  recreant,  cowering  before  the 
approach  of  other  gods.  Repressing  his  misgivings 
as  best  he  might,  he  issued  orders  for  an  immediate 
descent  of  the  army  on  the  offenders.  Let  the  mettle 
of  these  beings  be  proven,  and  let  them  live  or  die 
with  their  Totonac  allies.  To  this  end  let  levies  be 
made  of  men  and  money  on  a  long-suffering  people, 
whose  murmurs  shall  be  drowned  in  the  groans  of 
fresh  victims  on  the  sacrificial  altar  of  the  war  god.' 
See  now  how  powerfully  had  wagged  that  little 
forked  tongue  of  Cortes!  See  how  those  gentle 
whisperings  that  night  at   Quiahuiztlan,  those  soft 

*  'IxM  Hombres  mas  Poderoaos  entendian  en  buscar  Lugares  en  los  Montes, 
y  partes  mas  remotas,  para  conservar  sus  Mugeres,  Hijos,  y  Hacienda.*  Tot' 
quemcula,  i.  403. 

'  Inconsolable  at  the  prospect  of  the  strangers  ac^nirin^  a  footing  in  the 
country,  Montezuma,  after  vainly  searching  ^r  admission  mto  the  Hades  of 
Cicalco,  retired  to  the  abode  occupied  by  him  ere  he  became  emperor.  Saha- 
gun.  Hist.  Conq. ,  i.  15-16.  One  reason  for  this  is  said  to  have  been  the  result 
of  the  embassy  to  the  oracle  at  Achiuhtla,  in  Mi2tecapan,  which  brought  back 
the  announcement  that  the  Aztec  empire  must  yield  to  strangers.  Burgoa, 
Oeog,  Descrip.  Oaja^a^  pt.  ii.  129. 
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dissemblings  breathed  into  the  ears  of  two  poor  cap- 
tives— see  how  they  shot  forth  like  winged  swords  to 
stop  an  army  on  the  point  of  marching  to  its  slaugh- 
ters! Here,  as  in  scores  of  other  instances,  Cortes' 
shrewdness  saved  him  from  disaster.  , 

For  in  the  midst  of  the  warlike  preparations  arrived 
the  two  released  collectors,  and  their  presentation  of 
the  magnanimity  of  the  white  chief,  of  his  friendly 
conduct  and  warm  assurances,  materially  changed 
the  aspect  of  affairs.  There  was  no  alliance;  there 
was  no  rebellion;  the  Totonacs  dared  not  rebel  with- 
out foreign  support;  with  them  Montezuma  would 
settle  presently.  And  with  no  little  alacrity  did  he 
countermand  the  order  for  troops,  and  send  an  em- 
bassy to  Cortes.  Thus  through  the  vacillating  policy 
which  now  possessed  the  Mexican  monarch  was  lost 
the  opportunity  to  strike  the  enemy  perhaps  a  fatal 
blow;  and  thus  by  that  far  off  impalpable  breath 
was  fought  and  won  another  battle,  this  time  van- 
quishing the  king  of  kings  himself,  with  his  hundred 
thousand  men. 

The  embassy  sent  comprised  two  of  Montezuma's 
nephews,*  accompanied  by  four  old  and  honorable 
caciques.  They  were  to  express  the  monarch's  thanks 
to  the  Spaniards,  and  to  remonstrate  against  the  re- 
volt encouraged  by  their  presence.  He  had  become 
assured  that  they  were  of  the  race  predicted  by  his 
forefathers,  and  consequently  of  his  own  lineage;  out 
of  regard  for  them,  as  guests  of  the  revolted  people, 
he  would  withhold  present  chastisement.  A  gift  of 
robes  and  feather- work,  and  gold  worth  two  thousand 
castellanos,  accompanied  the  message.* 

We  cannot  blame  Cortds  if  his  heart  danced  to  its 
own  music  as  he  assured  the  envoys  that  he  and  all 
his  people  continued  devoted  to  their  master;  in  proof 
of  which  he  straightway  produced  the  other  three 

'  'Figiuoli  porsedel  snofratelloCuitlahuatzin.'  davigero^  Storia  Mess,^  iii.  90. 
^'Ciertas  pie^as  de  oro  v  plata  bien  labmdas,  y  vn  casquete  de  oro  menu- 
do. . .  Peso  todo  esto  dos  mil,  y  noaenta  Castellanos. '  Oomara,  HisL  Mtx, ,  58. 
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collectors,  safe,  sound,  and  arrayed  in  their  new  attire.* 
Nevertheless,  he  could  but  express  displeasure  at  the 
abrupt  departure  of  the  Mexicans  from  the  former 
camp.  This  act  had  forced  him  to  seek  hospitality 
at  the  hand  of  the  Totonacs,  and  for  their  kind 
reception  of  him  they  deserved  to  be  forgiven.  Fur- 
ther than  this,  they  had  rendered  the  Spaniards 
great  benefits,  and  should  not  be  expected  to  serve 
two  masters,  or  to  pay  double  tribute;  for  the  rest, 
Cortes  himself  would  soon  come  to  Mexico  and 
arrange  everything.  The  envoys  replied  that  their 
sovereign  was  too  engrossed  in  serious  affairs  to  be 
able  as  yet  to  appoint  an  interview.  "Adieu,"  they 
concluded,  "and  beware  of  the  Totonacs,  for  thev  are 
a  treacherous  race."  Not  to  create  needless  alarm, 
nor  leave  on  the  minds  of  the  envoys  at  their  depart- 
ure unpleasant  impressions  concerning  his  projects, 
Cortes  entertained  them  hospitably,  astonished  them 
with  cavalry  and  other  exhibitions,  and  gratified  them 
with  presents.  The  effect  of  this  visit  was  to  raise 
still  higher  the  Spaniards  in  the  estimation  not  only 
of  the  Aztecs,  but  of  the  Totonacs,  who  with  amaze- 
ment saw  come  from  the  dread  Montezuma,  instead 
of  a  scourging  army,  this  high  embassy  of  peace.  "It 
must  be  so,"  they  said  among  themselves,  "that  the 
Mexican  monarch  stands  in  awe  of  the  strangers." 

Not  long  after,  Chicomacatl  came  to  Cortes  ask- 
ing aid  against  a  Mexican  garrison,  said  te  be  com- 
mitting ravages  at  Tizapantzinco/  some  eight  leagues 
from  Cempoala.  Cortes  was  in  a  merry  mood  at  the 
moment;  he  could  see  the  important  progress  he 
was  making  toward  the  consummation  of  his  desires, 
though  the  men  of  Velazquez  could  not — at  least 
they  would  admit  of  nothing  honorable  or  beneficial 
to  Cortes,  and  they  continued  to  make  much  trouble. 

*  Before  the  embassy  came,  says  Herrera,  'Di6  orden  con  voluntad  del 
sefiorde  duAnhnitzlan,  que  los  ties  Mezicanos  pressos  fuessen  sueltos,'  dec.  iL 
UK  ▼.  cap.  zi. 

^  IxUUchotUlt  ffi$L  Chkh.t  2ii(k    Other  aathorities  differ  in  the  spelling. 
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Here  was  an  opportunity  to  test  the  credulity  cf 
these  heathen,  how  far  they  might  be  brought  to 
beHeve  in  the  supernatural  power  of  the  Spaniards. 
Among  the  musketeers  was  an  old  Biscayan  from  the 
Italian  wars,  Heredia  by  name,  the  ugliest  man  in 
the  army,  uglier  than  Thersites,  who  could  not  find 
his  fellow  among  all  the  Greeks  that  came  to  Troj. 
Lame  in  one  foot,  blind  in  one  eye,  bow-legged,  with 
a  slashed  face,  bushy-bearded  as  a  lion,  this  musketeer 
had  also  the  heart  of  a  lion,  and  would  march  straight 
into  the  mouth  of  Popocatepetl,  without  a  question^ 
at  the  order  of  his  general.  Calling  the  man  to  him, 
Cortes  said :  "The  Greeks  worshipped  beauty,  as  thou 
knowest,  good  Heredia,  but  these  Americans  seem  ta 
deify  deformity,  which  in  thee  reaches  its  uttermost 
Thou  art  hideous  enough  at  once  to  awe  and  enravish 
the  Aztecs,  whose  Pantheon  cannot  produce  thine 
equal.  Go  to  them,  Heredia;  bend  fiercely  on  them 
thine  only  eye,  walk  bravely  before  them,  flash  thy 
sword,  and  thunder  a  little  with  thy  gun,  and  thou 
shalt  at  once  command  a  hundred  sacrifices."  Then 
to  the  Totonac  chief:  "This  brother  of  mine  is  all 
sufficient  to  aid  thee  in  thy  purpose.  Go,  and  behold 
the  Culhuas  will  vanish  at  thy  presence."  And  they 
went;  an  obedience  significant  of  the  estimation  in 
which  Cortds  was  then  held,  both  by  his  own  men  and 
by  the  natives. 

They  had  not  proceeded  far  when  Cortes  sent 
and  recalled  them,  saying  that  he  desired  to  examine 
the  country,  and  would  accompany  them.  Tlamamas 
would  be  required  to  carry  the  guns  and  baggage,  and 
they  would  set  out  the  next  day.  At  the  last  moment 
seven  of  the  Velazquez  faction  refused  to  go,  on  the 
ground  of  ill  health.  Then  others  of  their  .number 
spoke,  condemning  the  rashness  of  the  present  pro- 
ceeding, and  desirmg  to  return  to  Cuba.  Cortes  told 
them  they  could  go,  and  after  chiding  them  for  neglect 
of  duty  he  ordered  prepared  a  vessel,  which  should 
be  placed  at  their  service.     As  they  were  about  to 
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embark,  a  deputation  appeared  to  protest  against 
permitting  any  to  depart,  as  a  proceeding  prejudicial 
to  the  service  of  God,  and  of  the  king.  "Men  who 
at  such  a  moment,  and  under  such  circumstances, 
desert  their  flag  deserve  death."  These  were  the 
words  of  Cortes  put  into  the  mouth  of  the  speaker. 
Of  course  the  order  concerning  the  vessel  was  re- 
called, and  the  men  of  Velazquez  were  losers  by  the 
affair.® 

The  expedition,  composed  of  four  hundred  sol- 
diers,  with  fourteen  horses,  and  the  necessary  carriers, 
then  set  off  for  Cempoala,  where  they  were  joined  by 
four  companies  of  two  thousand  warriors.  Two  days^ 
march  brought  them  close  to  Tizapantzinco,  and  the 
following  morning  they  entered  the  plain  at  the  foot 
of  the  fortress,  which  was  strongly  situated  on  a  high 
rock  bordered  by  a  stream.  Here  stood  the  people 
prepared  to  receive  them;  but  scarcely  had  the  cav- 
alry come  in  sight  when  they  turned  to  seek  refuge 
within  the  fort.  The  horsemen  cut  off  their  retreat 
in  that  direction,  however,  and  leaving  them,  began 
the  ascent.  Eight  chiefs  and  priests  thereupon  came 
forth  wailing,  and  informed  the  Spaniards  that  the 
Mexican  garrison  had  left  at  the  first  uprising  of  the 
Totonacs,  and  that  the  Cempoalans  were  taking  ad- 
vantage of  this  and  of  the  Spanish  alliance  to  enforce 
the  settlement  of  a  long-standing  boundary  dispute. 
They  begged  that  the  army  would  not  advance. 
Cortes  at  once  gave  orders  to  restrain  the  Cempoalans^ 
who  were  already  plundering.  Their  captains  were 
severely  reprimanded  for  want  of  candor  as  to  the 
real  object  of  the  expedition,  and  were  ordered  to 
restore  the  effects  and  captives  taken.  This  strictness 
was  by  no  means  confined  to  them,  for  a  soldier  named 
Mora,  caught  by  the  general  in  the  act  of  stealing 

*One  of  them  who  had  bartered  a  fine  lisht- colored  horse  for  some 
property  in  Cuba  was  unable  to  annul  the  trade,  and  thus  lost  his  animal. 
BerruU  DiaZj  Hist.  Verdad,,  34.  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  64,  refers  merely  to 
murmurs  in  favor  of  Velazquez,  which  Cortes  quiets  by  placing  a  few  ia 
chains  for  a  time. 
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two  fowls,  was  ordered  hanged.  Alvarado,  however, 
cut  him  down  in  time  to  save  his  life,  probably  at  the 
secret  intimation  of  Cortds,  who,  while  securing  the 
benefit  of  example,  would  not  unnecessarily  sacrifice  a 
Boldier.* 

Charmed  by  this  display  of  justice  on  the  part  of 
the  Spaniards,  and  impressed  as  well  by  their  ever 
increasing  prestige,  the  chiefs  of  the  district  came  in 
and  tendered  allegiance.  A  lasting  friendship  was 
established  between  them  and  the  Cempoalans;^®  after 
which  the  army  returned  to  Cempoala  by  a  new  route  " 
and  was  received  with  demonstrations  of  joy  by  the 
populace.  With  a  view  of  binding  more  closely  such 
powerful  allies,  Chicomacatl  proposed  intermarriages. 
And  as  a  beginning  he  presented  eight  young  women/^ 
richly  dressed,  with  necklaces  and  ear-rings  of  gold, 
and  each  attended  by  servants.     "Take  them,"  said 

*  '  Murib  este  soldado  en  vna  euerra  en  la  Prouincia  de  Goatimala  sobre 
Tn  Pe&ol.'  Bemal  DietZy  Hist.  VerdcuLf  35.  He  places  the  incident  on  the 
return  march. 

1^  According  to  Gomara  the  Aztec  carrison  does  ravage  the  country  when 
the  Totonac  revolt  occurs,  and  their  forces  meet  the  Spaniards  on  the  field, 
only  to  flee  at  the  sight  of  the  horsemen.  Ck>rt^s  and  four  others  dismount, 
and  mingling  with  the  fleeing,  reach  the  fort  gates,  which  they  hold  till  their 
troops  come  up.  Surrendering  the  place  to  the  allies,  Cort^  tells  them  to 
respect  the  people  and  to  let  the  garrison  depart  without  arms  or  banner. 
This  victory  gained  great  influence  for  the  Spaniards,  and  remembering  the 
feat  of  Cortes,  the  Indians  declared  that  one  Spaniard  was  enough  to  aid  them 
in  achieving  victory.  Hist.  Mex.^  69.  IxtlilxochiU,  who  follows  Gomara, 
fights  the  A^tec  garrison  as  far  as  the  city,  and  then  captures  it.  Hist.  Chick., 
290.  Solis  assumes  that  a  few  Spaniards  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  townsmen, 
and  rushing  forward  with  some  Cempoalans,  are  already  inside  when  the 
leaders  come  to  plead  for  mercy.  Hvit.  Mex.^  i.  197-8.  The  foremost  credit 
is  however  due  to  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.y  34-5,  who,  being  present, 
declares  Oomara's  account  wholly  wrong,  that  no  garrison  existed  here,  and 
that  no  resistance  was  made.  The  latter  sentence  is  modified  by  Tapia,  also 
a  member  of  the  expedition,  who  states  that  the  town  did  resist  and  was 
punished.  Relnnoiiy  in  Icazbalcetaf  Col.  Doc.,  ii.  666.  Hence  it  may  be 
assumed  that  Diaz,  as  a  foot  soldier,  was  not  present  to  see  the  probably 
bloodless  rout  of  the  Indians  by  the  cavalry.  The  townsmen  are  not  likely  to 
have  allowed  the  Cempoalans  to  approach  without  ofiering  resistance,  or,  in 
case  they  knew  of  the  Spanish  advance,  without  sending  a  deputation  before 
the  pillage  began. 

^^  Passing  through  two  towns,  the  soldiers  suffering  greatly  &om  heat 
and  fatigue.  Near  Cempoala  the  lord  awaited  them  in  some  temporary  huts 
with  bountiful  cheer,  though  apprehensive  of  Cort^'  anger  at  his  deception. 
The  following  day  they  entered  the  city.  BemcU  Diaz,  Hist,  VerdcuL,  35; 
Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap.  xiii. 

*^ '  Veinte  Doncellas  (aunque  Gomara  dice,  que  fueron  echo),*  says  Torque- 
mada,  i.  399,  without  giving  his  reasons. 
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lie  to  Cortes.  "  They  are  all  daughters  of  caciques. 
Seven  are  for  your  captains,  and  this,  my  niece,  is  for 
yourself,  for  she  is  the  ruler  of  towns." 

Matters  were  becoming  interesting.  Cortes  and 
some  of  his  captains  had  wives  in  Cuba,  and  nearly 
all  of  them  had  mistresses  here.  The  damsels  of 
Cempoala  were  not  famed  for  their  beauty;  the  one 
offered  Cortes  was  particularly  ill-favored.  With  re- 
•gard  to  captives  and  slaves,  of  course  no  marriage 
vow*  was  necessary,  but  with  princesses  the  case  was 
-different.  But  even  here  there  was  little  difficulty. 
The  aboriginal  form  of  marriage,  while  it  satisfied  the 
natives,  rested  lightly  on  the  Spaniards.  Indeed, 
with  them  it  was  no  marriage  at  all;  and  so  it  has 
been  throughout  the  New  World;  in  their  marital 
relations  with  foreigners  the  natives  have  felt  them- 
selves bound,  while  the  Europeans  have  not.  To  the 
•ceremony  in  this  instance  no  objection  was  offered. 

At  this  happy  consummation,  though  the  rite  is 
not  yet  performed,  serious  meditation  takes  posses- 
sion of  the  mind  of  Cortds,  who  bethinks  himself  that 
he  is  doing  little  of  late  for  his  God,  who  is  doing 
so  much  for  him.  Success  everywhere  attends  his 
strategies.  And  these  female  slaves  and  princesses  I 
While  trying  to  quiet  his  conscience  for  accepting 
this  princess,  he  was  exceedingly  careful  in  regard  to 
taking  unto  himself  real  wives,  as  we  have  seen  in 
Cuba.  But  here  marriage  after  the  New  World 
&ishion  would  surely  advance  his  purposes.  And  so 
they  are  compelled  to  submit  to  the  stronger,  who  by 
the  right  of  might  proceeds  to  rob  them  of  their  gold 
and  to  desolate  their  homes;  and  now  assumes  the 
higher  prerogative  of  requiring  them  to  relinquish 
the  faith  of  their  fathers  and  embrace  the  religion  of 
their  enemies.  It  would  please  God  to  have  these 
Cempoala  people  worship  him;  Cortes  can  make  them 
do  so.  True,  they  love  their  gods  as  much  as  Cortes 
loves  his.  Their  gods  Ukewise  help  them  to  ffood 
things,  among  others  to  the  Spaniards  themselves, 

BZR.  Max..  YoIh  I.   U 
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who  in  return  now  determine  their  overthrow.  And 
Bhall  they  consent!  Alas,  they  are  weak,  and  their 
gods  are  weak  I 

Heathenism,  with  its  idolatry,  and  bloody  sacri- 
fices, and  cannibalism,  is  horrible,  I  grant  you.  "For 
daily  they  sacrificed  three  or  five  Indians,"  says  Bemal 
Diaz,  "offering  the  heart  to  idols,  smearing  the  blood 
upon  the  walls,  and  cutting  off  the  limbs  to  be  eaten. 
I  even  believe  they  sold  the  flesh  in  the  market."^* 
But  equally  horrible,  and  far  more  unfair,  are'  the 
doings  of  the  superior  race,  which  with  the  advance 
of  the  centuries,  and  the  increase  of  knowledge  and 
refinement,  are  often  guilty  of  deeds  as  bloodthirsty 
and  cruel  as  these.  With  the  most  powerful  of  micro- 
scopic aids  to  vision,  I  can  see  no  difference  between 
the  innate  goodness  and  badness  of  men  now  and  two 
or  five  thousand  years  ago;  the  difference  Ues  merely 
in  a  change  of  morality  fashions,  and  in  the  apparent 
refining  and  draping  of  what  conventionally  we  choose 
to  call  wickedness.  What  is  the  serving  of  dainty 
dishes  to  the  gods  in  the  form  of  human  sacrifices, 
of  carving  before  them  a  few  thousand  fattened  cap- 
tives, to  the  extirpation  of  a  continent  of  helpless 
human  beings ;  and  that  by  such  extremes  of  treachery 
and  cruelty  as  the  cannibals  never  dreamed  of,  entrap- 
ping by  fair  words  only  to  cut,  and  mangle,  and  kill 
by  steel,  saltpetre,  and  blood-hounds;  stealing  at  the 
same  time  their  lands  and  goods,  and  adding  still  more 
to  their  infamy  by  doing  all  this  in  the  name  of  Christ; 
when  in  reality  they  violate  every  principle  of  religion 
and  disregard  every  injunction  of  the  church;  just  as 
men  to-day  lie  and  cheat  and  praise  and  pray,  and  out 
of  their  swindlings  hope  to  buy  favor  of  the  Almighty! 

And  now  these  poor  people  must  give  up  their 
poor  gods,  for  their  masters  so  decree.    The  chiefs  and 

i>  *  Tambien  auiaii  de  ser  limpios  de  Bodomias,  porqne  tenian  mnchachoa 
yestidos  en  habito  de  mugeres,  que  andanan  d  ganar  en  aquel  maldito  oficio.' 
This  they  promiaed.  Bernal  Dtaa^  Hist,  Verdad.^  35.  oolis  aasomes  that 
Cort^  was  aroused  to  this  crosade  by  the  heavy  sacrifices  at  a  great  festivaL 
HitL  Mex.,  i.  204-^. 
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native  priests  protest.  The  Spaniards  are  benefactors 
aud  friends,  but  the  gods  are  superior  to  men.  To 
them  they  owe  health,  prosperity,  existence;  and  sac- 
rifices are  but  the  necessary  slight  returns  for  so  great 
blessings.  The  sacrificed  are  by  no  means  injured, 
say  the  Aztecs,  but  are  sent  to  heaven  and  enfolded 
at  once  in  the  bosom  of  their  god.  Verily  there  are 
curious  articles  of  faith  among  the  heathen  wor- 
shipers as  well  as  among  our  own,  but  if  we  look  for 
all  the  good  in  ours  we  shall  be  mistaken.  In  vain 
the  men  of  Cempoala  beg  to  retain  the  religion  of 
their  forefathers  and  the  sacred  emblems  of  their 
faith.  Carried  away  by  the  fierce  zeal  which  more 
than  once  in  these  annals  overcomes  his  prudence 
and  brings  him  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  Cortds  cries: 
"Christians  and  soldiers,  shall  these  things  be — 
these  idolatries  and  sacrifices,  and  other  impious 
doings?  No!  First  down  with  the  images,  then  to 
arguments,  and  the  granting  of  entreaties.  Our 
lives  on  work  rewarded  with  eternal  glory!"  Shouts 
of  earnest  approval  was  the  response,  and  on  they 
marched  toward  the  temple.  Priests  and  people 
rushed  to  the  defence  of  their  deities.  With  a 
scornful  gesture  the  ruler  was  waived  aside,  as  he 
interposed  with  the  warning  that  to  lay  hands  on  the 
idols  was  to  bring  destruction  alike  on  all.  "  You  are 
not  my  friends,"  exclaimed  Cortes,  "  if  you  do  not  as 
I  wish  I  Choose  ye;  and  I  will  leave  you  your  gods 
to  save  you  from  the  threatened  vengeance  of  Mon- 
tezuma." This  was  by  far  too  practical  an  application 
of  their  piety.  The  fact  is,  their  gods  had  not  done 
exactly  right  by  them  in  the  matter  of  the  Aztec 
imposition.  These  white  strangers,  after  all,  seemed 
to  be  better  gods  than  their  idols.  "Well,  work  your 
will,"  at  length  said  Chicomacatl,  "but  do  not  ask  our 
aid  in  such  detestable  doings."  So  the  thing  was  ac- 
complished, as  before  this  had  been  determined.  In 
a  moment  fifty  soldiers  were  on  the  temple  summit, 
and  down  came  the  worshipful  wooden  things,  shat- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


164  MULTIPLICATION  OF  PLOTS. 

tered  and  clattering  along  the  steps,  while  with 
bleeding  hearts  their  makers  stood  oy,  their  faces 
covered  to  exclude  the  sacrilegious  sight.  Ah,  how 
they  wailed,  how  they  lamented,  calling  on  the  mis- 
shapen blocks  to  pity  their  inability  to  stop  the  deedP* 
Not  such  dastards  were  these  people,  however,  that 
not  one  among  them  would  strike  a  blow  for  their 
faith.  For  presently  the  court-yard  was  filled  with 
armed  men,  headed  by  infuriated  priests  in  long 
hooded  robes  of  dark  material,  with  slashed  ears  and 
faces  clotted  with  blood,  determined,  if  not  to  pre- 
vent, at  least  to  avenge  the  outrage.  What  was 
sworn  allegiance,  or  even  life,  beside  the  momentous 
question  of  religion?  Seeing  the  danger,  Cortes  with 
characteristic  promptness  seized  the  lord,  together 
with  several  leading  men,  and  declared  if  a  single 
Spaniard  was  so  much  as  scratched  they  should  im- 
mediately die.  Chicomacatl  accordingly  spoke  to  the 
people  and  made  them  retire.  Nor  was  wholly  lost 
on  them  the  mute  argument  of  the  shattered  idols 
lying  powerless  at  their  feet.  Hence  when  the  im- 
ages were  burned,  the  natives  looked  on  with  com- 
parative calmness.  "  Surely  these  beings  are  superior 
to  our  gods,  whom  they  have  thus  vanquished,'  they 
said  one  to  another.  Sweetly  and  serenely  Cortds  now 
smiled  on  them,  called  them  brethren,  and  preached 
the  European  doctrines.  The  pagan  temple  was 
cleansed,  the  blood-smeared  walls  were  whitewashed, 
and  in  their  place  was  erected  a  Christian  altar,- dec- 
orated with  flowers  and  surmounted  with  a  cross. 
Here,  before  the  assembled  natives,  Olmedo  preached 
the  Christian  faith,  and  celebrated  mass.  The  con- 
trast between  the  simple  beauty  of  this  impressive 
ceremony  and  their  own  bloody  worship  made  a  deep 
impression  on  the  minds  of  the  natives,  and  at  the 
conclusion  those  who  desired  were  baptized.    Among 

^'Gomara  makes  the  natiyes  tear  down  the  idols  and  the  sepulchres  of 
caciques  worshipped  as  gods.  '  Acabo  con  los  de  la  cindad  que  derribassen  los 
idolos  y  sepulcros  de  los  caciques,  q  tambien  reueredauan  como  a  dioaes.' 
HisL  Mex.,  67. 
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them  were  the  eight  brides,  the  ill-favored  ruler  of 
towns  who  had  been  given  to  Cortes  being  called 
Catalina,  probably  in  honor  of  his  wife  in  Cuba,  whose 
place  she  was  to  occupy  for  a  time.  Lucky  Puerto- 
carrero's  second  pretty  prize,  the  daughter  of  Cacique 
Cuesco,  was  named  Francisca.^ 

Accompanied  by  the  brides  and  a  large  escort  the 
army  now  returned  to  Villa  Rica.  There  they  found 
just  arrived  from  Cuba  a  vessel  commanded  by  Fran- 
cisco de  Salcedo,  nicknamed  'the  dandy,'  who  with 
Luis  Marin,  an  able  oflBcer,  and  ten  soldiers,  all  well 
provided  with  arms,  and  with  two  horses,  had  come 
in  quest  of  fortune  under  Cortds.^*  Salcedo  reported 
that  Velazquez  had  received  the  appointment  of  ade- 
lantado  over  all  lands  discovered  by  him  or  at  his 
cost,  with  one  fifteenth  of  all  royal  revenues  thence 
arising." 

Benito  Martin,  the  chaplain,  who  had  been  sent  to 
obtain  the  commission,  was  rewarded  with  the  benefice 
of  the  new  discovery  at  Ulua,  which  really  comprised 
all  Mexico,  while  the  lately  appointed  bishop  of  Cuba, 
the  Dominican  Julian  Garcds,  confessor  to  the  bishop 
of  BArgos,  the  patron  of  Velazquez,  was  promoted  to 

**  BemcU  Diaz,  Hid.  Verdad. ,  36;  Uerrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap.  ix.  xiv. 
Gomara  places  the  presentation  of  the  women  at  the  first  visit  of  the  Span- 
iards to  the  city,  and  herein  he  is  followed  by  Herrera,  Torquemada,  and 
Ixtlilxochitl.  IJist.  Chick,,  289. 

'•These  proved  the  more  valuable  since  Cortes'  horse  had  died  shortly 
before.  He  obtained,  by  gift  or  purchase,  the  fine  Arriero,  a  dark  chestnut 
belonging  to  Ortiz,  the  musician,  and  to  Garcia,  the  miner.  Ber-nal  Diaz,  Hist. 
Verdad. ,  33.  Gomara  assumes  that  Salcedo  brought  a  caravel,  with  sixty  Span- 
iards and  nine  horses,  the  vessel  having  been  detained  in  Cuba  for  repairs. 
Hist.  Mex.,  59;  yet  he  includes  Salcedo  as  present  at  the  final  review  there. 
Id.,  14.     He  is  evidently  confused. 

''  For  himself  and  one  heir.  Further,  after  conquering  and  settling  four 
islands,  he  might  select  one  from  which  to  receive  perpetually  for  himself  and 
heirs  one  twentieth  part  of  all  the  revenue  accruing  therefrom  for  the  king. 
No  duty  would  be  cnarged  during  his  life  on  any  clothing,  arms,  and  pro- 
visions imported  by  him  into  those  lands.  As  an  aid  toward  the  expenses  of 
the  conquest,  a  royal  estate  at  Habana  was  granted  him,  and  a  salary  in 
those  lands  of  300,000  maravedis.  The  other  clauses  of  the  commission  re- 
lated to  mines,  cler^,  taxes,  and  settlers.  It  was  dated  at  Saragossa,  Novem- 
ber 13,  1518,  'five  days  previous  to  the  usurpation  of  the  fleet  by  Cort^,' 
observes  Las  Casas,  Hist.  Ind.,  v.  3-5.  Dated  at  Barcelona,  says  Herrera, 
dec.  ii.  lib.  iii.  cap.  xi.  Several  are  led  to  suppose  that  Velazquez  did  not  re- 
ceive the  notice  of  his  appointment  for  over  a  year  after  its  date,  which  is 
unlikely.  Mex^u.  222r^. 
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the  insignificant  see  of  Cozumel.  These  preferments, 
based  on  an  insufficient  knowledge  of  the  country, 
were  corrected  at  a  later  time,  when  Garc^s  was 
made  bishop  of  Tlascala,  while  Martin  received  other 
compensation.^'  Before  the  issue  of  these  grants 
it  appears  that  Yucatan  at  least  had  a  narrow  escape 
from  slipping  entirely  out  of  Spanish  hands.  At  the 
first  news  of  C6rdoba's  discoveries  the  admiral  of 
Flanders  was  induced  to  ask  for  the  land  in  grant,  in 
order  to  settle  it  with  Flemings,  and  also  to  petition 
for  the  governorship  of  Cuba  as  a  means  to  promote 
the  colony.  This  was  supported  by  Xfevres,  the  chief 
adviser  in  such  matters,  who  knew  little  of  the  Indies 
and  the  vast  tracts  referred  to,  and  so  the  promise 
was  given.  Las  Casas  was  in  Spain  at  the  time,  and 
being  consulted  by  the  admiral  as  to  the  means  for 
colonizing,  became  indignant  at  the  rash  concession  of 
Cuba,  which  he  considered  as  belonging  to  Columbus. 
He  remonstrated,  and  warned  those  interested  to  do 
the  same.  The  result  was  the  withdrawal  of  the 
grant,  greatly  to  the  disappointment  of  the  admiral, 
for  whose  account  several  vessels  had  already  reached 
San  Liicar,  laden  with  Flemish  settlers." 

Cortes  was  fully  aware  that  Velazquez,  possessed 
of  a  commission,  would  not  long  delay  in  asserting  his 
claim  with  all  the  power  at  his  command  upon  the 
islands,  and  with  all  his  influence  at  court;  this  spurred 
on  the  captain-general  to  lose  no  time  in  bringing  for- 
ward his  own  pretensions,  and  in  seeking  to  obtain 
royal  approval  of  his  acts.  Therefore  at  this  juncture 
he  determined  to  gain  authority  for  eflfectually  sup- 
planting the  Cuban  governor  in  the  field  wherein 
he  had  already  openly  ignored  him,  and  to  despatch 

'^  Which  he  failed  to  enjoy,  since  he  died  at  sea  while  en  route  to  New 
Spain  to  take  possession.  Las  Casas^  Hist.  Jjid.,  iv.  465-6;  Herrera,  dec.  iL 
lib.  iii.  cap.  xi.;  Cogolludo,  Hist,  Yucathan,  16-17. 

1^  Many  of  these  died  from  hardship,  and  the  rest  retnmed  impoTeriBhed 
to  their  country.  Las  Casas,  Hist.  Ind.y  iv.  374-6;  Herrera,  dec  iL  Ub.  iL 
cap.  xix.;  CogoUudo,  Hist.  YuccUhan,  8. 
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messengers  to  the  king.  The  men  of  Cortes  needed 
no  prompting  to  see  how  necessary  to  their  interest 
it  was  to  procure  his  confirmation  as  general  to  the 
exclusion  of  Velazquez,  and  to  support  Cortds  by 
writing  reports  in  corroboration  of  his  own  state- 
ments. Yet,  in  view  of  the  flowing  in  of  exaggerated 
accounts  concerning  new  discoveries,  little  would 
avail  descriptions  of  conquests  and  resources,  how- 
ever glowing,  and  recommendations  however  warm, 
unless  made  real  by  specimens  of  the  treasures  which 
were  the  main  attraction  alike  to  king  and  subject. 
For  gifts  can  move  gods,  says  Hesiod.  To  the  crown 
was  due  one  fifth  of  the  wealth  so  far  obtained,  but 
fearing  that  this  would  hardly  produce  the  efiect  de- 
sired, Cortes  proposed  to  surrender  the  one  fifth  due 
himself,  and  prevailed  on  his  friends,  and  with  their 
aid  on  all  members  of  the  expedition,  to  give  up 
their  share  in  the  finer  pieces  of  wrought  gold  and 
silver,  and  in  all  choice  articles,  so  that  a  gift  worthy 
of  themselves  and  the  country  might  be  presented 
to  the  king.^ 

^  It  has  been  generally  assumed,  from  a  loose  acceptance  of  chroniclers' 
text,  that  all  the  treasures  were  surrendered  for  the  object  in  view,  but  this 
could  not  have  been  the  case.  The  pile  of  gold  dust  and  nuggets,  accumulated 
by  constant  barter  along  the  coast,  and  increased  by  the  contents  of  two 
helmets  sent  by  Montezuma,  formed  a  respectable  amount,  of  which  only  a 
small  portion  was  sent  to  the  king,  as  specimens  of  mining  products.  Three 
thousand  castellanos  were  set  aside  for  the  expenses  of  the  messengers  to  Spain, 
and  an  equal  sum  for  Ck)rt^'  father,  *  Otros  3000  aue  Cortes  enviaba  para  su 
padre. '  Las  Ccmas,  HiaL  Ind. ,  iv.  498.  '  A  su  padre  Martin  Cortes  y  a  su  madre 
ciertos  Castellanos.'  Cromara,  H'^st.  Mex.^  62.  The  disposal  of  the  dust  alone 
indicates  an  apportionment.  Further,  the  list  of  treasure  sent  to  Spain,  as 
appended  to  the  Carta  del  AyurUamieutOj  and  as  given  by  Oomara,  shows  that 
much  of  the  wrought  metal  received  from  Montezuma,  not  counting  that 
acquired  by  barter,  was  retained  by  the  expedition.  Gomara  writes  tliat  the 
first  step  of  Cort4s  was  to  order  a  division  of  treasures  by  Avila  and  Mejia, 
acting  respectively  for  the  crown  and  the  army.  All  the  effects  being  displayed 
in  the  plaza,  the  gold  and  silver  amounting  to  27,000  ducats,  the  cabildo 
observed  that  what  remained  after  deducting  the  royal  fifth  would  belong  to 
the  general  in  payment  for  the  vessels,  arms,  and  supplies  surrendered  by  him 
to  the  company.  Cortes  said  there  was  time  enough  to  pay  him ;  he  would 
now  take  only  his  share  as  captain-generaJ,  and  leave  others  wherewith  to 
settle  their  small  debts.  He  also  proposed  that  instead  of  sending  merely  the 
one  fifth  to  the  king,  the  finest  specimens  should  be  given,  which  was  agreed 
to.  His  list  is  given  in  Hist.  Mex,,  60-2.  Ordaz  and  Montejo  were  sent  round 
with  a  list  to  be  signed  by  all  who  wished  to  surrender  their  share  in  the  gold. 
*  Y  desta  manera  todos  lo  firmaron  k  vna. '  BenuU  XHaZf  Hist,  Verdad, ,  36.    The 
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The  flag-ship  was  prepared  for  the  voyage,  and  the 
navigation  intrusted  to  Alaminos  and  another  pilot 
called  Bautista,  with  fifteen  sailors  and  the  necessary 
outfit.    Four  Indians,  rescued  from  the  sacrificial  cage 
at  Cempoala,  where  they  had  been  kept  to  fatten, 
were  also  sent  on  board,  together  with  native  curiosi- 
ties, including    specimens   of  picture-writing.     The 
difficult  task  of  out- manoeuvring  Velazquez  and  se- 
curing the  aims  of  their  party  was  intrusted  to  the 
alcaldes  Puertocarrero  and  Montejo,  the  former  being 
selected  chiefly  because  of  his  high  connections,  which 
might  serve  him  at  court,  the  latter  for  his  business 
talent.    Three  thousand  castellanos  were  given  them 
from  the  treasury  for  expenses,  together  with  the 
necessary  power  and  instructions,  and  three  letters 
in  duplicate  for  the  king.     One  of  these  was  the  first 
of  the  celebrated  letters  of  Cortes  on  the  conquest. 
He  related  at  length  all  that  had  occurred  since  he 
left   Santiago;   the   difficulties   with  Velazquez,  the 
hardships  of  the  voyage,  and  the  progress  of  conquest 
for  God  and  the  king.     He  dwelt  on  the  vast  extent 
and  wealth  of  the  country,  and  expressed  the  hope  of 
speedily  subjecting  it  to  the  crown,  and  of  seizing  the 
person  of  the  great  Montezuma.    And  he  trusted  that 
in  return  for  his  services  and  loyal  devotion  he  would 
be  remembered  in  the  c^dulas  to  be  issued  for  this 
new  addition  to  the  empire.^ 

Carta  del  A^unt.  refers  to  four  of  Velazqnez'  men  as  objecting  to  the  presents 
being  sent  elsewhere  than  to  their  leacfer.  Cort6s,  Cartas,  26-7;  Tapia,  Re- 
lacion,  in  Icazbalceta,  Col.  Doc,  ii.  563;  Ilerrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap.  xiv.; 
Torquemada,  i.  407;  l^'etancvrt,  TeaZroMex.,  pt.  iii.  118. 

'^^  No  generous  allusion  appears  to  haye  been  made  to  the  discoverers  who 
opened  the  way  for  him.  Goinara  alone  gives  a  brief  outline  of  the  letter,  but 
the  original  or  copy  has  never  been  found,  notwithstanding  the  close  search 
made.  Since  Charles  V.  received  it  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  for  Germany, 
it  occurred  to  Robertson  that  the  Vienna  archives  might  throw  on  it  some 
light,  and  the  consequent  search  led  to  the  discovery  of  an  authenticated  copy 
of  the  companion  letter  from  the  municipality  of  Villa  Rica,  but  nothing  re- 
lating to  Cort<^s'  report.  Hist.  A  m. ,  preface,  x.-xi.  Panes  insists  that  the  letter 
must  have  existed  m  the  Vienna  Court  Library  at  one  time.  Doc.  Domin.  Esp., 
MS.,  59-60.  Barcia  suggests  several  ways  in  which  it  might  have  been  lost; 
one  being  its  production  oefore  the  royal  council  at  the  instance  of  P4nfilo  d& 
Norvaez.  Biol.  Occid.,  tit.  iv.  ii.  598.  Fortunately  the  companion  letter  and 
other  narratives  cover  its  essential  points. 
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The  second  letter  was  by  the  ayuntamiento  of  Villa 
Rica,  dated  July  10,  1519,**  covering  not  only  the 
same  ground,  but  giving  an  account  of  the  voyages  of 
discovery  by  C6rdoba  and  Grijalva,  the  reasons  for 
founding  a  colony,  and  for  Cortds'  appointment.  The 
features  of  the  country,  its  resources  and  inhabitants, 
were  touched  upon,  and  the  belief  expressed  that  of 
gold,  silver,  and  precious  stones  "there  is  in  the  land 
as  much  as  in  that  where  it  is  said  Solomon  took  the 
gold  for  the  temple."  Velazquez  was  exposed  as  a 
cruel,  dishonest,  and  incompetent  governor,  and  as 
such  most  dangerous  to  be  intrusted  with  the  control 
of  these  vast  and  rich  territories.  They  asked  for  an 
investigation  to  prove  the  charges,  as  well  as  the 
propriety  of  their  own  acts;  and  concluded  by  recom- 
mending that  Cortes,  whose  character  and  conduct 
stamped  him  a  loyal  subject  and  an  able  leader,  be  con- 
firmed in  his  oflfices,  till  the  conquest  of  the  country, 
at  least,  should  have  been  achieved.^ 

The  third  letter,  even  longer  than  this,  though  of 
similar  tenor,  was  signed  by  the  representative  men 
in  the  army,^  and  concluded  by  praying  that  their 
services  and  hardships  be  rewarded  with  grants,  and 
that  Cortes  be  confirmed  in  the  government  till  the 
king  might  be  pleased  to  appoint  an  infante  or  a 
grandee  of  the  highest  class,  for  so  large  and  rich  a 
country  ought  to  be  ruled  by  none  else.  Should  the 
designing  bishop  of  Bdrgos  of  his  accord  "send  us  a 

^  '  El  CabUdo  escriuib  jnntamente  con  diez  soldadoa ...  .6  iva  yo  firmado 
en  ella.*  BerncU  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  36. 

**  Written  by  CJort^s*  most  devoted  friends,  and  undoubtedly  under  hia 
Bupervision,  we  cannot  expect  to  find  it  other  than  a  labored  effort  to  promote 
hia  views.  Robertsoni  whose  suggestion  led  to  its  discovery  in  the  Vienna 
Imperial  Library,  offers  a  mere  syncpsis  of  the  contents.  HisL  Am,,  preface,  p. 
xi.  li.  621-2.  It  is  given  at  length  in  the  CorUs,  Cartas,  by  Gayangos,  Paris, 
1866, 1-34,  with  notes,  and  with  the  list  of  presents  appended ;  and  in  Col.  Doc. 
ItUiL,  i.  417-72,  and  in  Alaman,  Dlsert,  i.  2d  app.,  41-104,  preceded  by  an 
introductory  sketch  of  the  expedition  by  the  collector  of  the  jMipers,  and 
containing  the  list  of  presents  as  checked  by  Muftoz  in  1784  from  the  Manual 
del  Tesorero  de  la  Casa  de  la  Contratacion  ae  Sevilla. 

>^<TodoB  lo8  Capitanes,  y  soldados  juntamente  escriuimos  otra  carta.  ^ 

Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.  ,36.     *  El  cabildo escriuio dos  letras.     Vna 

no  finnaron  sino  alcaldes  y  regidores.     La  otra  fue  a  cordada  y  firmada 

del  cabildo  y  de  todos  los  mas  prindpales.*  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  63. 
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governor  or  captain,  before  we  obey  him  we  shall 
inform  your  royal  person."  This  sentence,  which 
Las  Casas  characterizes  as  a  "great  though  sweet- 
ened piece  of  impudence,"  and  several  others  not  in 
harmony  with  Cortds'  own  calculated  report,  were 
probably  the  cause  for  the  disappearance  of  the  letter 
before  it  reached  the  emperor." 

The  messengers  or  procuradores  left  the  port  July 
16,^  and  although  ordered  not  to  touch  Cuba,  lest 
Velazquez  should  learn  of  the  mission,  Montejo  could 
not  resist  the  temptation  of  taking  a  peep  at  his 
estates  at  Mariel  de  Cuba,  a  port  close  to  Habana. 
Here  they  entered  August  23,  and  took  supplies  aud 
water.  This  could  not  of  course  be  done  in  secret, 
and  swelling  with  rumor  the  report  reached  Velazquez 
that  his  flag-ship  had  come  ballasted  with  gold,  to 
the  value  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  pesos. 
No  less  alarmed  than  furious  at  this  proof  of  the 
perfidy  he  had  so  long  feared,  he  despatched  a  fast 
sailing  vessel  with  a  strong  force  under  Gonzalo  de 

'^Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  37,  gives  a  long  detail  of  its  contents,  par- 
ticularly of  the  conclusion,  wherein  the  bishop  of  Burgos  is  pointed  out  aj 
favoring  liis  friends  and  relations  in  the  distribution  of  Indian  governments. 
Velazquez  enjoyed  his  special  favor  in  return  for  the  large  presents  in  gold 
and  to-wTis  he  had  made,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  crown.  Cortes,  on  reaain^: 
the  letter,  was  highly  pleased  with  the  eulogy  bestowed  upon  himself,  and 
promised  to  remember  it  when  rewards  came  to  be  distributed,  but  he  ob 
jected  to  the  prominence  given  to  the  discoveries  of  C6rdoba  and  Grijalva, 
'sino  d  61  solo  se  atribuia  el  descubrlmiento,  y  la  honra,  6  honor  do  todo,' 
and  wished  to  suppress  the  statement  that  one  fifth  of  the  profits  were  to  he 
given  to  him.  The  men  declined  to  hide  anything  from  the  king,  and  so 
Oortt^s  no  doubt  m.ide  the  messengers  hide  the  letter.  Tapia  gives  a  brief 
synopsis  of  it,  mentioning  the  objections  raised  against  the  bishop  of  Burgos, 
and  tlie  resolution  not  to  olx^y  any  orders  contrary  to  their  report  till  the  king 
had  replied  to  it — '  6  para  que  otra  cosa  en  contrario  de  lo  que  le  escrebiamos 
no  so  hiciese,  que  S.  M.  sin  saber  de  qud  hacia  mercedes,  no  las  hicie:»e,  esti- 
bamos  prestos  de  morir  6  tener  la  tierra  en  su  real  nombre  f asta  ver  respuesta 
de  esta  carta. '  Relacion^  inlcazbafceta,  Col.  Doc, ,  ii.  506.  *  Esta  carta  no  vido  el 
Emperador,  porque,  si  la  viera,  no  les  sucederia  ni  d  Cortes  ni  d  sus  consortes  el 
aegocio  tan  favorable  como  abajo  so  parecerd.'  Las  CasaSf  U'tst.  Ind,^  iv.  40 S. 

'^^  *  En  una  nao  que despachd  d  16  de  julio  del  aQo  de  1519,  cnvi6  a  V. 

A.  muy  larga  y  particular  relacion.'  VorUt^  Cartas^  51 ;  Oviedo^  iii.  261.     *  Kii 

velnte  y  scis  dias  del  mes  do  Julio partieron  de  San  Juan  de  Ulua.'  Dt^nuJ 

Diaz,  J  list.  Verdad.,  37.  On  the  next  page  he  says  July  0th.  The  naming 
of  Ulua  as  the  port  of  departure  shows  also  a  carelessness  of  facts ;  yet  Gomani 

says :  *  Partieron de  Aquiahuiztla a  veinta  y  seis.  *  Hist.  Afrx. ,  6l    Still 

Cortos'  letter,  written  so  soon  after,  ought  to  be  correct.  Prescott  accepts 
the  26th. 
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Guzman,  the  royal  treasurer,  to  capture  her;  but  she 
had  stayed  only  three  days  at  Mariel,  and  then  passed 
Bafely  through  the  Bahamas  Channel,  the  first  to 
make  that  passage.^ 

The  arrival  of  the  messengers  at  Seville,  in  October, 
created  no  small  stir,  and  aided  by  their  treasures  and 
reports  they  became  the  heroes  of  the  hour.  But  their 
triumph  was  of  short  duration;  for  Benito  Martin, 
the  chaplain  of  Velazquez,  happened  to  be  at  the  port. 
This  man  at  once  laid  claim  to  the  vessel  for  his 
master,  denounced  the  persons  on  board  as  traitors, 
and  prevailed  upon  the  Casa  de  Contratacion  to  seize 
the  ship,  together  with  the  private  funds  of  the  com- 
mission, as  well  as  certain  money  sent  by  Cortds  for 
his  father.  A  still  stronger  opponent  appeared  in  the 
person  of  Fonseca,  bishop  of  Biirgos,  whose  interest 
in  Velazquez,  fostered  by  a  long  interchange  of  favors, 
was  strengthened  by  a  projected  marriage  of  the  gov- 

^  'Elsta  fuga  fue  ocasion  de  descubrir  el  derrotero  de  la  Canal  de  Bahama, 
para  la  buelta  de  Espafia,  hasta  entonces  no  nauegada,  y.desdo  aquella  ocasion 
flicmpre  seguida.'  CogoUudo,  HisC.  YuccUlian,  41.     •Alaminos. .  .fue  el  primero 

3ue  nauego  per  aquella  canal.*  Bcrncd  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  36-39.  Preju- 
i<»d  against  Montejo,  as  shown  by  previous  expressions,  this  author  accuses 
him  of  sendinff  letters  to  Velazquez  by  a  sailor,  who  spread  the  news  of  the 
mission  along  nis  route.  Some  of  the  letters  were  from  adherents  in  Cbrtes' 
army.   *  Pareci6,  de  otras  personas  principales  que  estauan  en  nuestro  Real, 

fueron  aconsejados  que  fuessen  d  aquella  estancia y  aun  escriuieron  para  que 

el  Diego  Velazquez  tuuiesse  tiempo  de  auellos  A  las  manos. '  Velazquez  ac- 
cordingly sends  two  small  vessels  under  Gabriel  de  Rojas  and  Guzman  to 
pursue  the  ship,  but  their  cruise  between  Habana  and  the  Bahamas  Channel 
is  in  vain.  Montejo's  conduct  before  and  after  this  indicates  nothing  that  can 
justify  the  accusations,  and  Velazquez,  in  his  letter  to  Figueroa,  juez  de  resi 
dencia  in  £apauola,  inveighs  against  ono  *  Montejo'  and  his  companion  for 
taking  not  only  provisions  and  forty  butts  of  water,  but  a  number  of  Indians 
from  Slariel,  ana  then  leaving  *  without  informing  any  magistrate  or  other  per- 
son,* taking  a  dangerous  and  hitherto  unknown  route.  In  Icazftalceta,  Col. 
Doc,  i.  491.  During  the  investigation  held  on  the  subject  by  the  governor, 
it  appeared  that  Juan  de  Kojas  of  Habana  reported  the  secret  visit  of  Mon- 
tejo, who,  knowing  that  Rojas  had  become  aware  of  his  presence,  wrote  him 
at  the  moment  of  leaving  that  he  was  goinc  to  visit  Velazquez.  From  Pei-ez, 
a  servant  of  Kojas  and  in  charge  at  Mariel,  it  seems,  he  exacted  an  oath  not 
to  reveal  what  he  had  learned  of  the  rich  car^o  and  destination  of  the  vessel. 
Kojas  nevertheless  obtained  the  facts  from  him.  TeatimoniOy  in  Pacheco  and 
Cdrdenas,  Col.  Doc. ,  xii.  151-204.  In  a  letter  to  the  bishop  of  Bdrgos,  October 
12,  1519,  Velazquez  states  that  a  man  at  Mariel,  Perez  probably,  was  at  the 
last  moment  shown  the  treasures.  Guznmn  was  sent  with  a  vessel  in  pursuit. 
In  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenas^  Col.  Doc. ,  xii.  248-50.  Gromara  also  says,  *  embiando 
traa  ella  vna  carauela  de  armada.'  J  fiat,  Mex.,  64;  Tcnrquemadci,  i.  407. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


172  MULTIPLICATION  OP  PLUltt. 

emor  with  his  niece.^  Detaining  the  messengers  and 
their  papers  by  deferred  promises  and  other  meas- 
ures,^ he  filled  the  royal  ear  with  the  most  damaging 
charges  against  them  and  their  party  in  behalf  of  his 
prot^g^. 

Velazquez  had  meanwhile  been  taking  testimony 
against  Cortds,  and  had  sent  treasurer  Guzman  to 
Spain  with  documents  and  instructions  to  join  Martin 
in  pressing  his  suit  before  the  bishop.** 

Charles  V.  had  been  elected  emperor,  and  was  busy 
in  Spain  raising  supplies  and  making  preparations  on 
a  vast  scale  for  presenting  an  appearance  in  Germany 
befitting  so  high  a  dignity.  Previous  to  embarking 
for  Flanders  he  was  to  meet  the  cortes  at  Compos- 
tela.  The  messengers  from  New  Spain  could  afford 
to  lose  no  more  time,  and  so  with  the  aid  of  Puerto- 
carrero's  friends  and  the  men  opposed  to  Fonseca, 
among  them  the  Licenciado  Nunez,  relator  of  the 
royal  council  and  related  to  Cortes,  they  slipped 
away,  and  in  company  with  Alaminos  and  Martin 
Cortds,  managed  to  be  presented  to  the  monarch  at 

*^  'Dofta  Mayor  de  Fonseca.  £1  obispo  de  Btli^ . . .  por  la  mnerte  del 
Gran  ChanoiUer . . .  tom6  d  alear  7  d  ser  principal.'  Las  Casas,  Hisi.  Ind.^  v. 
2;  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  iii.  cap.  xi.;  2rii7iiV/a,  Analea  Ecles.  Sevilln,  414. 

^  The  bishop  of  Bilirgos,  then  at  Valladolid,  spoke  so  harshly  to  Puertocar- 
rero  that  the  latter  ventured  to  remonstrate,  ana  demand  that  their  message 
be  forwarded  to  the  king.  A  charge  was  now  raked  up  against  Puertocar- 
rero  of  having  three  years  before  carried  oflf  a  woman  from  Medellin  to  the 
Indies,  and  for  this  he  was  cast  into  prison.  Bemal  Diaz.,  IJisL  Verdad.,  38; 
Veta  ncvrtf  Teatro  Mex. ,  pt.  iii.  119. 

'°  Guzman  appears  to  have  started  in  October  from  Cuba,  when  Narraez* 
expedition  against  Cortes  had  already  begun  to  be  fitted  out.  Carta  de  Vehz- 
q7iez,  Oct.  12,  1519,  in  Col.  Doc.  Inid.,  i.  472-5;  PacJuco  and  Cdrdenas,  Col, 
Doc.y  xii.  246-51;  Carta  at  Ftgueroa^  in  Icazhalceta,  Col.  Doc,,  L  402;  Las 
Casas,  Hiat.  Ind, ,  v.  2.  Hia  api>eal  to  the  Jeronimite  Fathers,  says  Bcrnal 
Diaz,  met  only  with  rebuff.  They  considered  that  Cortes  had  done  well  to 
send  so  rich  a  present  to  the  king.  'Le  embiaron  al  Diego  Velazquez  4 
Cuba  A  vn  Licenciado  que  se  dezia  Zuazo  para  que  le  tomasse  residencia 

Uelazquez,  se  congox6  mucho  mas,  y  como  de  antes  era  muy  gordo,  se 

par5  fiaco  en  aquellos  dias.*  Hist.  Verddd.,  38.  Martin  petitioned  the  bishop 
for  the  repair  and  return  of  the  messengers*  vessel  to  Velasquez,  together 
with  another  vessel,  both  to  carry  reinforcements  to  the  Indies.  This  was 
needed,  partly  to  prevent  the  possible  conflict  between  Cort^'  party  and 
the  expedition  fitting  out  under  Velazquez  to  support  the  men  he  had 
already  sent  under  O^rt^s  as  his  lieutenant.  Memorial^  in  Col.  Doe.  Inid., 
i.  407-9. 
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Tordesillas,  in  the  beginning  of  March."  The  king 
was  not  a  little  pleased  with  the  reports,  gilded  as 
they  were  with  the  richest  presents  that  had  as  yet 
reached  him  from  his  American  possessions,"  but  he 
was  unfortunately  too  absorbed  with  the  imperial 
crown  and  the  preparations  for  departure  to  give 
more  than  a  passing  attention  to  the  subject,  and  still 
less  would  he  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  claims  pre- 
sented. Finding,  however,  that  Fonseca  had  not  been 
impartial  in  the  matter,  he  was  prevailed  on  to  refer 
it  to  Cardinal  Adrian,  and  the  junta  of  prelates  and 
ministers  governing  the  kingdom  during  the  royal  ab- 
sence, before  whom  the  Council  of  the  indies  had  also 
to  lay  its  reports.  The  messengers  were  meanwhile 
allowed  under  bond  to  receive  from  the  seized  funds 
what  was  needed  for  their  support.^  The  powerful 
Fonseca  managed,  however,  by  misrepresentation  and 
other  means,  to  delay  the  case,  and  for  about  two 
years  it  dragged  its  weary  length.  And  yet,  where  a 
man  is  strong  enough  to  carve  out  his  own  fortune, 
particularly  where  the  administration  of  strict  justice 
might  sena  his  neck  to  the  halter,  the  law's  delay  and 
its  susceptibihty  to  perversion  may  be  most  fortunate. 

■^  Samdowd^  Hist.  Carlos  T.,  i  203.  '  Vini^ronse  oon  1a  oorte  hasta  Uegar 
4l  la  Comfia,  y  en  este  camino  loe  oognoeci yo.'  Las  Caaas,  Hist.  Ind,,  iy.  499; 
fferrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  vii. 

''  In  the  Mannal  do  la  Casa  de  Contratacion  de  la  Indias  is  noted  that  the 
Cempoala  natives  were  presented  to  the  kin^,  at  Tordesillas,  in  February,  or 
March,  1520,  and  the  presents  at  Valladolid  in  ApriL  The  Indians  were  sent 
to  Cuba  at  the  close  ot  March,  1521,  except  one  wno  had  died.  Cortis,  Cartas, 
34;  Alaman,  Divert.,  L  91-104. 

^  According  to  Bemal  Diaz  the  bishop  of  Btbrgos  retained  not  only  the 
original  letters  of  the  king,  but  a  portion  of  the  presents,  which  produced  a 
sh^  letter  from  Charles.  The  dnplioate  letters  reached  him,  howeyer.  Hist, 
Veraad.,  38-9.  This  author  is  not  well  informed  about  the  movements  of  the 
procaradores.  He  lets  the  king  reach  Flanders  before  they  arriye,  and  there 
reoeiYe  only  the  reports. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

THE  SINKING  OP  THE  FLEET. 

July-August,  1519. 

DiEOO  Velazquez  once  More— His  Suppobtebs  m  the  Camp  op  Cortes— 
They  Attempt  Escape— Ajele  Discoyebed— The  Leaprbs  abe  Seiz£i> 
AND  Executed— CoBT^*  Ride  to  Cempoala,  and  what  Came  or  it- 
He  Detebmines  on  the  Destbuction  op  the  Fleet — PBELnnxABT 
Stbategems — Sevebal  op  the  Ships  Pbonounced  Unseawobtht— 
The  Matteb  bepobe  the  Soldiebs— The  Fleet  Sunk— Indignation 
OP  THE  Velazquez  Faction — One  Vessel  Remaining — ^It  is  Opfbbip 
to  any  Wishing  to  Desebt — It  is  pinally  Sunk — Fbancbco  dr 
Gabay*s  Pbetensions — Seizube  op  Some  op  his  Men. 

To  the  top  of  a  fir-tree,  which  he  curbed  and  then 
let  spring,  Theseus  fastened  the  robber  Sinis,  who 
bad  been  accustomed  himself  to  kill  travellers  in  that 
way.  In  a  hollow  brazen  bull,  which  he  had  made 
for  the  Sicilian  tyrant  to  roast  his  victims  in,  Perillus 
the  inventor  was  roasted.  A  famous  detective  was 
hanged  at  last  for  house-breaking.  Matthew  Hop- 
kins, the  witch-finder,  who  about  the  middle  of  the 
seventeenth  century  travelled  the  country  over  to 
discover  and  bring  witches  to  punishment,  was  finally^ 
with  pronounced  efiect,  subjected  to  one  of  his  own 
tests.  Witches,  he  had  said,  would  not  sink  in  water. 
This  was  a  safe  proposition  for  the  prosecution;  for 
if  they  sank  they  were  drowned,  and  if  they  did  not 
sink  they  were  burned.  Being  at  length  himself 
charged  with  witchcraft,  the  people  seized  and  threw 
him  into  a  river;  and  as  he  floated,  by  his  own  law  he 
was  declared  a  witch,  and  put  to  death  accordingly. 
In  more  ways  than  one,  he  who  invents  a  guillotine 

(174) 
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is  often  the  first  to  suflfer  by  it.  It  is  not  wise  to  sow 
dragons'  teeth,  and  expect  therefrom  a  happy  harvest. 

Now  Diego  Velazquez  had  all  his  life  been  sowing 
dragons'  teeth,  and  hunting  witches,  and  building  guil- 
lotines, and  brazen  bulls.  Starting  from  Spain  in  the 
guise  of  a  noble  old  soldier,  as  he  advertised  himself, 
though  some  said  of  him  that  his  sword  was  bloodless 
and  his  bravery  bravado,  he  served  the  usual  appren- 
ticeship in  the  New  World,  chasing,  and  mutilating^ 
and  murdering,  and  enslaving  natives,  working  to 
death  on  his  plantations  those  saved  for  this  most 
cruel  fate.  For  this  and  similar  service  Diego  Colon, 
then  ruling  the  Indies  at  Espanola,  sent  him  to  Cuba 
to  play  governor  there  over  those  inoffensive  and 
thrice  unlucky  savages.  Fraud  being  native  to  his 
character,  no  sooner  was  he  fiiirly  seated  than  he 
repudiated  his  late  master  and  benefactor,  and  reported 
directly  to  the  king,  even  as  his  own  captain  of  the 
Mexican  expedition  was  now  doing.  Another  of  his 
guillotines  was  the  vile  treatment  of  Grijalva  for  not 
disobeying  orders,  on  which  score  he  could  not  com- 
plain against  Grijalva's  successor.  Yet,  as  head  and 
heart  frosted  with  time  the  Cuban  governor  was  not 
happy:  misdeeds  never  bring  true  or  lasting  happi- 
ness. His  bitterness,  however,  was  but  in  the  bloom ; 
the  full  fruit  of  his  folly  would  come  only  after  the 
consummation  of  events  upon  the  continent,  grand  as 
yet  beyond  conception.  Ordinarily  it  is  much  easier 
to  kill  a  man  than  to  create  one;  in  this  instance  it 
was  extremely  diflScult  to  kill  the  man  that  he  had 
made. 

If  among  the  New  World  cavaliers  such  a  thing  as 
poltroon  or  coward  could  be,  Diego  Velazquez  was 
that  thing,  notwithstanding  he  had  participated  in  so 
much  fighting.  Yet  I  do  not  call  him  coward,  for 
my  pen  refuses  to  couple  such  a  term  with  that  of 
sixteenth-centurjr  Spaniard.  Certain  it  is,  however, 
that  few  men  m  those  days  preferred  conquering 
new  lands  by  deputy  to  winning  glory  in  person,  ana 
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if  this  soldier  and  governor  was  not  a  coward,  there 
was  little  of  the  manly  or  chivalrous  in  his  bravery. 
He  was  cautious,  yet  frequently  his  cupidity  overcame 
his  caution;  and  when  he  adventured  his  gold — for  he 
seldom  risked  his  life,  either  for  fame  which  he  dearly 
loved,  or  for  gold  which  he  loved  still  dearer — it 
was  under  restrictions  ruinous  to  almost  any  enter- 
prise. In  his  ordinary  mood  he  played  fairly  enough 
the  statesman  and  hero,  but  in  truth  his  statesmanship 
was  superficial,  and  his  heroism  theatrical.  Las  Casas 
calls  him  a  terrible  fellow  for  those  who  served  him, 
and  Gomara  says  he  had  little  stomach  for  expendi- 
tures. This  much  allowance,  however,  should  be 
made  in  any  statements  of  historians  respecting  the 

fovernor  of  Cuba:  in  their  drama  of  the  conquest 
)iego  Velazquez  plays  the  part  of  chief  villain  to  the 
hero  Hernan  Cortds,  when  as  a  matter  of  fact  Cortes 
was  the  greater  villain  of  the  two,  principally  because 
he  was  the  stronger. 

Even  the  priests  praise  Cortds,  though  many  of 
his  acts  were  treacherous;  and  timidity  in  a  leader 
was  accounted  the  most  heinous  of  crimes.  On  the 
whole,  I  agree  with  Torquemada  that  the  governor 
should  have  gone  against  Montezuma  in  person,  if  it 
was  necessary  he  should  go  on  such  dastardly  work 
at  all;  but  we  may  be  sure  that  Velazquez  would  not 
himself  venture  upon  this  sea  of  high  exploit,  though 
^olus  with  a  silver  cord  had  tied  up  the  winds  in  an 
ox-hide,  as  he  did  for  Ulysses.  And  now  from  this 
time  forth,  and  indeed  from  the  moment  the  unre- 
strainable  Estremaduran  embarked  defying  him,  the 
sulphurous  fire  of  hatred  and  revenge  burned  constant 
in  the  old  man's  breast. 

Never  was  villainy  so  great  that  if  united  with 
high  station  or  ability  it  could  not  find  supporters; 
for  most  men  are  rascals  at  heart  in  one  direction  or 
another.  The  pretty  pair,  Velazquez  the  governor, 
and  Cortds  the  adventurer — so  well  pitted  that  the 
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difference  between  them  consists  chiefly  in  setting 
off  the  position  of  one  against  the  native  strength  of 
the  other,  the  manners  and  pusillanimity  of  the  one 
against  the  fate-defying  chivalry  of  the  other — had 
each  his  active  workers  not  only  in  Spain,  but  in 
America,  those  of  Velazquez  being  some  of  them  m 
the  very  camp  of  Cortes.  Since  the  royal  grant  of 
superior  powers  to  Velazquez,  this  faction  has  lifted 
its  head.     And  now  its  brain  works. 

The  messengers  for  Spain  had  scarcely  left  the 
port  before  these  malcontents  form  a  plot,  this  time 
not  with  the  sole  desire  to  return  to  a  more  com- 
fortable and  secure  life,  but  with  a  view  to  advise 
Velazquez  of  the  treasure  ship  so  close  at  hand. 
Amongst  them  are  to  be  found  the  priest  Juan  Diaz ; 
Juan  Escudero,  the  alguacil  of  Baracoa,  who  be- 
guiled and  surrendered  Cortes  into  the  hands  of  the 
authorities ;  Diego  Carmeno  and  Gonzalo  de  Umbria, 
pilots ;  Bernardino  de  Coria,  and  Alonso  Penate,  be- 
side several  leading  men  who  merely  countenanced 
the  plot.^  They  have  already  secured  a  small  vessel 
with  the  necessary  supplies,  and  the  night  of  embark- 
ment  is  at  hand,  when  Coria  repents  an<l  betrays  his 
companions. 

Cortes  is  profoundly  moved.  It  is  not  so  much 
the  hot  indignation  that  stirs  his  breast  against  the 
traitors  as  the  Hght  from  afar  that  seems  to  float  in 
upon  his  mind  like  an  inspiration,  showing  him  more 
vividly  than  he  had  ever  seen  it  before,  his  situation. 
So  lately  a  lax  and  frivolous  youth,  apparently  of 
inept  nature,  wrought  to  stiffer  consistency  by  some 
years  of  New  World  kneading,  by  a  stroke  of  the 

I  The  names  vary  somewhat  in  different  authorities,  Bemal  Diaz  including 
instead  of  Pefiate,  a  number  of  the  Gibraltar  sailors  known  as  Pefiates,  who 
were  lashed  at  Gozumel  for  theft.  The  plot  was  hatched  'Desde  &  qnatro 
d^quepartieronnuestrosProcuradores.'  HUt.Verdad.fSd.  Cortes  mentions 
only  four  *determinado  de  tomar  un  bergantin . . . .  y  matar  al  maestro  d^,  y 
irse  &  la  isla  Femandina.'  Cartas,  5^-A.  Gomara  assumes  them  to  be  the 
same  who  last  revolted  on  setting  out  for  Tizapantzinco.  Hist.  Mex.,  64. 
*  Pusieron. . . .  por  obra  de  hurtar  un  navio  pequefto,  ^salir  4  robar  lo  que 
llevabanparaefrey.'  Tapia,  Bela<Mn,ialcastMceta,Col.I)oc,,v^  Peter 

Hartyr  jumbles  the  names,  dec.  v.  cap.  i. 
Hdt.  Mbx.,  Tol.  I.   U 
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rarest  fortune  he  suddenly  finds  himself  a  commandei 
of  men,  in  a  virgin  field  of  enterprise  fascinatiBg 
beyond  expression,  and  ofiering  to  the  soldier  possi- 
bilities excelled  by  nothing  within  the  century.  As 
the  mind  enlarges  to  take  in  these  possibilities,  the 
whole  being  seems  to  enlarge  with  it,  the  unstable 
adventurer  is  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  behold  a  mighty 
rock  fills  the  place.  Against  it  heads  shall  beat 
unprofitably.  The  momentous  question  of  to  be  or 
not  to  be  is  forever  determined;  it  is  an  affair  simply 
of  life  now.  Life  and  the  power  of  which  he  finds 
himself  possessed  shall  rise  or  fall  together;  and  if 
his  life,  then  the  lives  of  others.  No  life  shall  be 
more  precious  to  him  than  his  own;  no  life  shall  be 
accounted  precious  at  all  that  stands  in  the  way  of 
his  plans.  To  a  lady  who  complained  of  the  burning 
of  the  Palatinate  by  Turenne,  Napoleon  answered: 
"ALnd  why  not,  madame,  if  it  was  necessary  to 
his  designs?''  The  Palatinate  I  ay,  and  a  hundred 
million  souls  flung  into  the  same  fire,  ere  the  one 
omnipotent  soul  shall  suffer  the  least  abridgment 
It  was  a  small  matter,  and  he  would  do  it;  all  the 
islands  of  the  Western  Inde  he  would  uproot  and  fling 
into  the  face  of  the  Cuban  governor  before  he  would 
yield  one  jot  of  his  stolen  advantage.  Each  for  him- 
self were  Velazquez,  Columbus,  and  Charles,  and  the 
rest  of  this  world's  great  and  little  ones,  and  Cortes 
would  be  for  himself  Henceforth,  like  Themistocles, 
though  he  would  die  for  his  country  he  would  not 
trust  her.  Return  to  Cuba  he  well  knew  for  him  was 
death,  or  ignominy  worse  than  death.  His  only  way 
was  toward  Mexico.  As  well  first  as  last.  AJl  the 
past  life  of  Cortds,  all  his  purposes  for  the  future, 
concentred  in  these  resolves  to  make  them  the  pivot 
of  his  destiny.  Cortes,  master  of  kings,  arbiter  of 
men's  lives!  As  for  these  traitors,  they  shall  die; 
and  if  other  impediments  appear,  as  presently  we 
shall  see  them  appear,  be  they  in  the  form  of  eye  or 
right  hand,  they  shall  be  removed.    Tyrant,  he  might 
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be  branded;  aj,  as  well  that  as  another  name,  for  so 
are  great  ends  often  brought  to  pass  by  small  means. 
Unjneasant  as  it  may  be,  the  survivors  may  as  well 
bear  in  mind  that  it  will  be  less  difficult  another  time. 

So  the  conspirators  are  promptly  seized  and  sen- 
tenced, Escudero  and  Cermeno  to  be  hanged,  Umbria 
to  lose  his  feet,  and  others  to  receive  each  two  hun- 
dred lashes.*  Under  cover  of  his  cloth  Padre  Diaz, 
the  ringleader  and  most  guilty  of  them  all,  escapes 
with  a  reprimand.  As  for  the  rest,  though  among 
them  were  some  equally  guilty,  they  were  treated  with 
such  dissembling  courtesy  and  prudence  as  either  to 
render  them  harmless  or  to  convert  them  into  friends. 
"Happy  the  man  who  cannot  write,  if  it  save  him 
from  such  business  as  this  I"  exclaimed  the  com- 
mander^ as  he  affixed  his  name  to  the  death-warrants. 
Eor  notwithstanding  his  inexorable  resolve  he  was 
troubled,  and  would  not  see  his  comrades  die  though 
they  would  have  sacrificed  him.  On  the  morning  of 
the  day  of  execution  he  set  off  at  breakneck  speed 
for  Cempoala,  after  ordering  two  hundred  soldiers  to 
follow  with  the  horses  and  join  a  similar  force  which 
had  left  three  days  before  under  Alvarado.* 

Cortes'  brain  was  in  a  whirl  during  that  ride.  It 
was  a  horrible  thing,  this  hanging  of  Spaniards,  cutting 
off  feet,  and  flogging.  Viewed  in  one  light  it  was  but 
a  common  piece  of  military  discipline;  from  another 
stand-point  it  was  the  act  of  an  outlaw.  The  greater 
part  of  the  Uttle  army  was  with  the  commander;  to 
this  full  extent  the  men  believed  in  him,  that  on  his 

'Thus  Cort^  had  his  rerenffe  on  the  alguacil.  *  Y  no  le  Tali6  el  net  BVk 
Compadre,'  says  Vetancvrt,  with  a  hasty  assumption  which  is  not  uncommon 
with  him.  TetUro  Mex.^  pt.iii.  119.   Cromara  mentions  no  mutilation.    *  Parece 

daro  ser  a^uestas  obras, propias  de  averiguado  tirano,'  says  Las  Casas, 

Jiist.  Ind.,  iv.  496,  which  may  be  regarded  as  a  singularly  mild  expr«sssion  for 
the  bishop.  Herrera  dwells  upon  Germeflo's  extraordmary  skill  with  the 
leaping-pole;  he  could  also  smell  land  fifteen  leagues  ofif  the  coast,  dec.  ii.  lib. 
▼.  cap.  xiv.  'Coria,  vezino  que  fue  despues  de  Chiapa.*  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist* 
Verdad,^  39. 

'  *  Embiado. . .  .por  los  pueblos  de  la  sierra,  i>orque  tuuiessen  que  comer; 
panque  en  nuestra  Villa  passauamos  mucha  necessidad  de  bastimentos.*  Id, 
This  seems  unlikely,  since  the  Totonacs  were  not  only  willing,  but  bound,  U^ 
pnmde  supplies. 
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valor  and  discretion  they  would  adventure  their  lives. 
With  most  men  beUefs  are  but  prejudices,  and  opinions 
tastes.     These  Spaniards  not  only  believed  in  their 
general,  but  they  held  to  a  most  impetuous  beUef  in 
themselves.    They  could  do  not  only  anything  that 
any  one  else  ever  had  done  or  could  do,  but  they  could 
command  the  supernatural,  and  fight  with  or  against 
phantoms  and  devils.   They  were  a  host  in  themselves; 
besides  which  the  hosts  of  Jehovah  were  on  their  side. 
And  Cortds  measured  his  men  and  their  capabiUties, 
not  as   Xerxes  measured   his  army,  by  filling  sue 
cessively  a  pen  capable  of  holding  just  ten  thousand; 
he  measured  them  rather  by  his  ambition,  which  was 
as  bright  and  as  limitless  as  the  firmament.    Already 
they  were  heroes,  whose  story  presently  should  vie  ia 
thrilling  interest  with  the  most  romantic  tales  of  chiv- 
alry and  knight-errantry,  and  in  whom  the  strongest 
human  passions  were  so  blended  as  to  lift  them  for  a 
time  out  of  the  hand  of  fate  and  make  their  fortunes 
their  own.    The  thirst  for  wealth,  the  enthusiasm  of 
religion,  the  love  of  glory,  united  with  reckless  daring 
and  excessive  loyalty,  formed  the  most  powerful  in 
centives  to  action.     Life  to  them  without  the  attain- 
ment of  their  object  was  valueless;  they  would  do  or 
die;  for  to  die  in  doing  was  life,  whereas  to  live  failing 
was  worse  than  death.     Cortes  felt  all  this,  though  it 
scarcely  lay  on  his  mind  in  threads  of  tangible  thought 
There  was  enough  however  that  was  tangible  in  his 
thinkings,  and  exceedingly  troubling.    Unfortunately 
the  mind  and  heart  of  all  his  people  were  not  of  the 
complexion  he  would  have  them.    And  those  ships. 
And  the  disaffected  men  lying  so  near  them,  looking 
wistfully  at  them  every  morning,  and  plotting,  and 
plotting  all  the  day  long.     Like  the  Palatinate  to 
Turenne,  like  anything  that  seduced  from  the  stem 
purposes  of  Cortds,  it  were  better  they  were  not. 

This  thought  once  flashed  into  his  mind  fastened 
itself  there.  And  it  grew.  And  Cortes  grew  with  it, 
until  the  man  and  the  idea  filled  all  that  country,  and 
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became  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the  world. 
Destroy  the  ships  1  Cut  off  all  escape,  should  such  be 
needed  in  case  of  failure  I  Bum  the  bridge  that  spans 
time,  and  bring  to  his  desperate  desire  the  aid  of  the 
eternities  I  The  thought  of  it  alone  was  daring;  more 
fearfully  fascinating  it  became  as  Cortds  dash^  along 
toward  Cempoala,  and  by  the  time  he  had  reached  his 
destination  the  thing  was  determined,  and  he  might 
with  Caesar  at  the  Kubicon  exclaim,  Jacta  est  alea! 
But  what  would  his  soldiers  say  ?  They  must  be  made 
to  feel  as  he  feels,  to  see  with  his  eyes,  and  to  swell 
with  his  ambition. 

The  confession  of  the  conspirators  opened  the  eyes 
of  Cortes  to  a  fact  which  surely  he  had  seen  often 
enough  before,  though  by  reason  of  his  generous 
nature  which  forgot  an  injury  immediately  it  was  for- 
given, it  had  not  been  much  in  his  mind  of  late,  namely, 
that  too  many  of  his  companions  were  lukewarm,  if 
not  openly  disaffected.  They  could  not  forget  that 
Cortds  was  a  common  man  like  themselves,  their 
superior  in  name  only,  and  placed  over  them  for 
the  accomplishment  of  this  single  purpose.  They 
felt  they  had  a  right  to  say  whether  they  would 
remain  and  take  the  desperate  chance  their  leader 
seemed  deterpiined  on,  and  to  act  on  that  right  with 
or  without  his  consent.  And  their  position  assuredly 
was  sound;  whether  it  was  sensible  depended  greatly 
on  their  ability  to  sustain  themselves  in  it.  Cortes 
was  exercising  the  arbitrary  power  of  a  majority  to 
drive  the  minority  as  it  appeared  to  their  death.  They 
had  a  perfect  right  to  rebel;  they  had  not  entered  the 
service  under  any  such  compact.  Cortes  himself  was 
a  rebel;  hence  the  rebellion  of  the  Velazquez  men, 
being  a  rebeUing  against  a  rebel,  was  in  truth  an  ad- 
herence to  loyalty.  Here  as  everywhere  it  was  might 
that  made  right;  and,  indeed,  with  the  right  of  these 
matters  the  narrator  has  little  to  do. 

Success,  shame,  fear,  bright  prospects,  had  all  lent 
their  aid  to  hold  the  discontented  in  check,  but  in 
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these  several  regards  feeling  and  opinion  were  subject 
to  daily  fluctuations.  Let  serious  danger  or  reverses 
come,  and  they  would  flee  in  a  moment  if  they  could. 
And  the  fleet  lying  so  near  was  a  constant  temptation. 
Cut  that  off,  and  the  nerves  of  every  man  there  would 
be  freshly  strung.  The  meanest  would  suddenly  be- 
come charged  with  a  kind  of  nobiUty;  they  would  at 
once  become  inspired  with  the  courage  that  comes 
from  desperation.  Often  those  least  inclined  to  fight 
when  forced  to  it  are  the  most  indifferent  to  death. 
Other  dormant  elements  would  be  brought  out  by  the 
disappearance  of  those  ships;  union,  fraternity,  com- 

f)lete  community,  not  only  of  interest  but  of  life.  Their 
eader  with  multiplied  power  would  become  their  god. 
On  him  they  would  be  dependent  for  all  things; 
for  food  and  raiment,  for  riches,  glory,  and  every  suc- 
cess; for  life  itself  Cortds  saw  all  this,  pondered  it 
well,  and  thought  it  would  be  very  pretty  to  play  the 
god  awhile.  He  would  much  prefer  it  to  confinement 
in  old  Velazquez'  plaza-pen,  or  even  in  a  Seville  prison. 
Cortds  was  now  certain  in  his  own  mind  that  if  his 
band  remained  unbroken  either  by  internal  dissension 
or  by  white  men  yet  to  arrive,  he  would  tread  the 
streets  of  the  Mexican  capital  before  he  entered  the 
gates  of  the  celestial  city.  If  Montezuma  would  not 
admit  him  peaceably,  he  would  gather  such  a  force 
of  the  emperor  s  enemies  as  would  pull  the  kingdom 
down  about  his  ears.  It  would  be  necessary  on  going 
inland  to  leave  a  garrison  at  Villa  Rica;  but  it  would 
be  madness  to  leave  also  vessels  in  which  they  could 
sail  away  to  Cuba  or  elsewhere.  And  finally,  if 
the  ships  were  destroyed,  the  sailors,  who  otherwise 
would  be  required  to  care  for  them,  might  be  added 
to  the  army.  Such  were  the  arguments  which  the 
commander  would  use  to  win  the  consent  of  his  people 
to  one  of  the  most  desperate  and  daring  aets  ever 
conceived  by  a  strategist  of  any  age  or  nation. 

Not  that  such  consent  was  necessary.     He  might 
destroy  the  ships  and  settle  with  the  soldiers  after- 
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ward.  The  deed  accomplished,  with  or  without  their 
consent,  there  would  be  but  one  course  open  to 
them.  Nevertheless  he  preferred  they  should  think 
themselves  the  authors  of  it  rather  than  feel  that  they 
had  been  tricked,  or  in  any  way  unfairly  dealt  with. 
And  with  the  moral  he  would  shift  the  pecuniary 
responsibility  to  their  shoulders.  So  he  went  to  work 
as  usual,  with  instruments  apparently  independent, 
but  whose  every  step  and  word  were  of  his  directing. 
One  day  quickly  thereafter  it  came  to  pass  that  the 
masters  of  several  of  the  largest  ships  appeared  be- 
fore the  captain-general  with  lengthened  faces  well 
put  on,  with  the  sad  intelligence  that  their  respective 
craft  were  unseaworthy;  indeed  one  of  them  had 
sunk  already.  They  did  not  say  they  had  secretly 
bored  holes  in  them  according  to  instructions.  Cortds 
was  surprised,  nay  ho  was  painfully  aflfected;  Roscius 
himself  could  not  have  performed  the  part  better; 
"for  well  he  could  dissemble  when  it  served  his  pur- 
pose," chimes  in  Las  Casas.  With  Christian  fortitude 
he  said:  "Well,  the  will  of  God  be  done;  but  look 
you  sharply  to  the  other  ships."  Barnacles  were  then 
freely  discussed,  and  teredos.  And  so  well  obeyed 
the  mariners  their  instructions  that  soon  they  were 
able  to  swear  that  all  the  vessels  save  three  were  un- 
safe, and  even  these  required  costly  repairs  before 
they  would  be  seaworthy.*  Thus  as  by  the  hand 
of  providence,  to  the  minds  of  the  men  as  they 
were  able  to  bear  it,  the  deed  unfolded.  Soon  quite 
apparent  became  the  expediency  of  abandoning  such 
vessels  as  were  leaking  badly;  there  was  trouble  and 
no  profit  in  attempting  to  maintain  them,  for  they 
would  surely  have  to  be  abandoned  in  the  end.  "And 
indeed,  fellow-soldiers,"  continued  Cortds,  "I  am  not 

*  Testhnonio  de  AforUejo  y  PuertocarrerOj  in  Col.  Doc,  IrUd. ,  i.  489, 494.  *  Vinie- 
•en  d  61,  cuando  estuyiese  mucha  gente  con  ^1  junta,  y  le  deniinciasen  como  no 
podian  veneer  el  agua  de  los  navios.'  Las  Casas^  Hist.  Ind.^  iv.  497.     *Tuuo 

torma  para  que  los  Boldados  mas  aficionados  que  teuia  se  lo  pidiessen Los 

soldados  se  lo  pidieron,  y  dello  se  recibio  auto  por  ante  escriuano.'  Herrera^ 
dec  ii.  lib.  v.  cap.  xiv.  *  Le  aconsejamos  los  que  eramos  sus  amigos,  que  no 
dezaase  Nauio  en  el  Puerto.'  BenuU  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad,,  39. 
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sure  but  it  were  best  to  doom  to  destruction  also  the 
others,  and  so  secure  the  cooperation  of  the  sailors  in 
the  coming  campaign,  instead  of  leaving  them  in  idle- 
ness to  hatch  fresh  treachery."  This  intimation  was 
successful,  as  had  been  foreordained  by  the  ruler  of 
these  events  it  should  be.  It  was  forthwith  resolved 
to  scuttle  all  the  ships  but  one,  the  one  brought  by 
Salcedo.  Accordingly  Escalante,  the  alguacil  mayor, 
a  brave  and  able  oflScer  wholly  devotea  to  Cortds, 
was  sent  down  to  Villa  Rica  to  carry  out  the  order, 
with  the  aid  of  the  picked  soldiers  there  stationed. 
Sails,  anchors,  cables,  and  evervthing  that  could  be 
utilized  were  removed,  and  a  few  hours  later  some 
small  boats  were  all  that  remained  of  the  Cuban 
fleet.» 

It  was  then  the  community  first  realized  its  sit- 
uation. The  followers  of  Cortes,-  with  unbounded 
faith  in  their  leader,  did  not  so  much  care,  but  the 
partisans  of  Velazquez,  few  of  whom  knew  that  the 
afiair  had  been  coolly  predetermined,  were  somewhat 
agitated.  And  when  on  closer  inquiry  they  were 
enlightened  by  certain  of  the  mariners,  the  cry  arose 
that  they  were  betrayed;  they  were  lambs  led  to  the 
slaughter.  Cortes  promptly  faced  the  now  furious 
crowd.  What  did  they  want?  Were  their  lives  more 
precious  than  those  of  the  rest?  "For  shame!  Be 
men!"  he  cried,  in  conclusion.  "You  should  know 
ere  this  how  vain  are  the  attempts  to  thwart  my 
purpose.  Look  on  this  magnificent  land  with  its 
vast  treasures,  and  narrow  not  your  vision  to  your 
insignificant  selves.  Think  of  your  glorious  reward, 
present  and  to  come,  and  trust  in  God,  who,  if  it  so 
please  him,  can  conquer  this  empire  with  a  single  arm. 
Yet  if  there  be  one  here  still  so  craven  as  to  wish 
to  turn  his  back  on  the  glories  and  advantages  thus 

^  *  Los  Pilotos,  6  Maestres  viejos,  y  marineros,  que  no  esrk  bnenos  para  ir  ft 
la  guerra,  que  se  quedassen  en  la  Villa,  y  co  dos  chinchorroe  que  tnuiessen  careo 

de  pescar y  luego  se  vino  (Escalante)  A  Cempoal  con.vna  Gapitania  de 

hombres  de  la  mar,  que  fuessen  los  que  sacaron  de  los  Nauios,  y  salieroD 
algunos  dellos  muy  buenos  soldados.*  BemtU  Diaz,  HisL  Verdad,,  &. 
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offered;  if  there  be  one  here  so  base,  so  recreant  to 
heaven,  to  his  king,  to  his  comrades,  as  to  sUnk  from 
such  honorable  duty,  in  God's  name  let  him  go.  There 
is  one  ship  left,  which  I  will  equip  at  my  own  charge 
to  give  that  man  the  immortal  infamy  he  deserves." 
This  he  said  and  much  more,  and  to  the  desired  effect. 
The  speaker  knew  well  how  to  play  upon  his  men, 
as  on  an  instrument,  so  that  they  would  respond  in 
any  tune  he  pleased.  Cheers  rent  the  air  as  he  con- 
cluded, in  which  the  opposition  were  forced  to  join 
through  very  shame.  Seeing  which  Cortes  gently 
intimated,  "Would  it  not  be  well  to  destroy  the 
remaining  vessel,  and  so  make  a  safe,  clean  thing  of 
it?"  In  the  enthusiasm  of  the  moment  the  act  was 
consummated  with  hearty  approval.® 

*  It  is  generally  admitted  that  Cort^  snggested  the  idea  of  destroying  the 
fleet,  for  even  Bemal  Diaz,  who  at  first  gives  the  credit  to  the  men  by  saying, 
'le  aconsejamos  los  que  eramos  sus  amigos,'  confesses  on  the  following  page 
that  'el  mismo  Cortes  lo  tenia  ya  concertado.*  Hist.  Verdad.,  39-40.  The 
preponderating  testimony  also  shows  that  the  masters  made  their  report  in 
pnblic,  with  uie  evident  object,  as  the  best  authorities  clearly  indicate,  of 
obtaining  the  consent  of  the  responsible  majority  for  the  scn^ling.  During 
the  partition  of  treasures  at  Mexico,  large  shares  were  set  aside  for  Gortos 
and  V  elazqnez  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  fleet  and  the  outfit,  *  que  dimos  al 
traues  con  eUos,  pues  todos  fuimos  en  ellos,'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad.,  84, 
which  is  proof,  in  addition  to  the  reliable  assertion  that  the  deed  was  agreed 
upon  by  the  majority.  Cortes'  expression,  'los  echd  d  la  costa,'  Cartas j  54, 
Lb  merely  that  of  a  leader  of  that  party  or  majority,  who  besides  really 
gives  credit  to  others.  Hence  the  conclusion  of  Prescott  and  others,  that  the 
scuttling  was  done  on  his  own  responsibility,  is  not  well  founded.  Cortes 
was  clever  enongh  always  to  have  those  present  who  were  ready  to  take  any 
responsibility  for  him  tnat  he  might  wish.  The  phrase, '  his  was  the  greatest 
sacrifice,  for  they  (the  vessels)  were  his  property,  *  PrtsooWs  Hex, ,  i.  374,  is  also 
wroDg,  for  he  was  compensated  by  the  army.  And  it  is  an  exaggeration  to  say 
that  the  execution  of  the  measure  'in  the  face  of  an  ijicensea  and  desperate 
soldiery,  was  an  act  of  resolution  that  has  few  parallels  in  history,'  /</.,  376, 
since  his  partv  supported  him.  According  to  Oomara  the  pilots  bore  holes  in  the 
vessels,  and  bring  their  report,  whereupon  five  vessels  are  first  sunk ;  shortly 
afterward  the  remauider  except  one  are  scuttled.  The  offer  of  this  vessel  to 
those  who  wished  to  return  was  made  with  a  view  to  learn  who  were  the 
cowards  and  malcontents.  Many  indeed  did  ask  for  leave,  but  half  of  them  were 
sailors.  Others  kept  quiet  out  of  shame.  Hitt,  Mex, ,  65.  It  was  never  Cortes' 
policy  to  mark  the  disaffected,  however.  This  author  is  followed  by  Torque- 
inada,  '  porqne  asi  se  ha  platicado  siempre  entre  las  Gentes,  que  mas  supieron 
de  esta  Jornada,'  L  409,  and  on  the  strength  of  this  the  latter  argues  that 
Hcrrera's  version,  dec.  ii.  lib.  v.  cap.  xiv.,  which  adheres  chiefly  to  Bemal 
Diaz',  must  be  wroDg.  Tapia,  Relation,  in  Icasbalceta,  Col.  Doc.,  ii  563,  con- 
forms chiefly  to  Qomara.  Robertson,  after  following  Bemal  Diaz,  takes  the 
trouble  of  having  the  ships  '  drawn  ashore  and ....  broke  in  pieces. '  flist.  Am. , 
iu  33-^;  Clavigero^  StoriaMess.,  iii.  35-6;  Oviedo,  Hist.  Oen.,  iii.  262;  Sando- 
valj  Hist,  Carlos  T.,  i.  171;  Peter  Martyr,  dec.  v.  cap.  i.    Peralta  has  them 
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"To  Mexico  1"  was  now  the  cry,  and  preparations 
for  the  march  were  at  once  made.  Escalante,  whose 
character  and  services  had  endeared  him  to  Cortes, 

burned  by  secret  agents  of  Cortds.  Nat,  HiH.,  76.  Solis,  ever  zealous 
for  his  hero,  objects  to  Bemal  Diaz*  attempt  to  pluck  any  of  the  glory,  and 
sconts  the  idea  that  fears  of  pecuniary  liability  could  haye  influenced  Cort^ 
to  gain  the  approval  of  others  for  his  act  '  Tuyo  &  destreza  de  historiador  el 
penetrar  lo  interior  de  las  acciones/  is  the  complacent  tribute  to  his  own  skill 
m  penetrating  the  question.  JJisl,  Mex.,  i.  214-15.  The  view  of  the  founder- 
ing fleet,  appended  to  some  editions  of  his  work,  has  been  extensively  copied. 
One  is  given  in  the  Antwerp  edition  of  1704,  141.  A  still  finer  view,  with 
the  men  busy  on  shore,  and  the  sinking  vessels  in  the  distance,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Madrid  issue  of  1783,  i.  213.  The  destruction  of  the  fleet  has 
been  lauded  in  extravagant  terms  by  almost  every  authority,  from  Gomaia 
and  Solis  to  Robertson  and  Prescott,  as  an  unparalleled  deed.  Of  previous 
examples  there  are  enough,  however,  even  though  the  motives  and  the 
means  differ.  We  mav  go  back  to  .^neas,  to  whose  fleet  the  wives  of  the 
party  applied  the  torch,  tired  of  roaming;  or  we  may  point  to  Agathocles, 
who  first  fired  his  soldiers  with  a  resolution  to  conquer  or  to  die,  and 
then  compelled  them  to  keep  their  word  by  firing  the  vessels.  Julian  offered 
a  tamer  instance  during  his  campaign  on  the  Tigris ;  but  the  deed  of  the  ter- 
rible Barbarossa  in  the  Mediterranean,  only  a  few  years  before  the  Mexican 
campaign,  was  marked  by  reckless  determination.  Still  examples  little  affect 
the  greatness  of  an  act ;  motives,  means,  and  results  afford  the  criteria.  '  Pocos 
exemplos  destos  ay,  y  aquellos  son  de  grandes  hombres.'  Gomaray  Hist.  Mtx., 

65.   *  Una  dc  las  acciones  en  que  mas  se  reconoce  la  grandeza  de  su  dnimo 

Y  no  sabemos  si  de  su  g^nero  sc  hallard  mayor  algnna  en  todo  cl  campo  dc 
las  Historias.'  Soiis,  JJist.  Mex.j  i.  213.  *  An  effort  of  magnanimity,  to  i^hich 
there  is  nothing  parallel  in  history.*  Rohertsoriy  Uisi,  ^fn.,  ii.  34.  *  Un'  im- 
press, che  da  per  se  sola  basterebbe  a  far  conoscere  la  sua  magnanimitik,  e  ad 
immortalaro  il  suo  nome.*  ClavUjero^  Storia  Mess,,  iii.  35;  Prescott,  J/«f.,  L 
375-(},  is  equally  carried  away,  and  he  finds  more  words  for  his  admiration. 
He  is  wrong  in  supposing  that  one  of  the  vessels  in  the  harbor  was  left  intact; 
the  exempt  ship  referrea  to  by  a  chronicler  was  the  one  carrying  the  messen- 
gers to  Spain. 

Antonio  de  Solis  y  Ribadeneyra  is  remarkable  as  the  first  Spanish  historian 
of  the  conquest.  It  appears  to  us  strange  tliat  an  episode  so  glorious  to  the 
fame  of  Castilians  should  have  been  allowed  to  lie  so  long  neglected  in  the 
musty  pages  of  their  chroniclers.  True,  these  were  worthy,  zealous  men,  who 
conscientiously  narrated  every  occurrence  of  any  note,  but  their  standard  for 
historic  truth  and  dignity  caused  them  to  clothe  facts,  however  striking,  in  a 
garb  of  dreary  gravity,  dryness  of  detail,  and  ambiguous  confusion,  which  dis- 
couraged even  the  student.  It  required  the  dramatic  eye  of  the  composer  and 
the  imagination  of  the  poet  to  appreciate  the  picturesque  sketches  of  a  strange 
people  now  fading  into  oblivion,  the  grandeur  of  a  semi-savage  pageantry,  the 
romantic  exploits  that  recalled  the  achievements  of  the  Cid.  This  faculty 
was  innate  in  Solis,  developed  besides  by  a  long  and  successful  career  in  let- 
ters. He  had  profited  also  by  the  advantages  opened  to  him  as  the  secretary 
of  Conde  de  Oropesa,  Viceroy  of  Navarre  and  of  Valencia,  who  Maecenas- 
like fostered  the  talents  and  aided  in  the  promotion  of  the  promising  savant, 
for  as  such  he  already  ranked.  Cradled  in  the  famous  college  town  of  Alcali 
de  Henares,  he  had  ffiven  early  evidence  of  talent,  and  at  Salamanca  uni- 
versity ho  had  signalized  himself  in  his  seventeenth  year  by  producing  a 
comedy  of  considerable  merit.  While  pursuing  "with  energy  the  study  of  law 
and  moral  philosophy,  he  cultivated  with  hardly  less  ardor  the  muses,  to 
which  end  he  was  no  doubt  impelled  also  by  hia  intimacy  with  the  illustrious 
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was  placed  in  command  of  Villa  Kica.     The  native 
chiefs  were  directed  to  regard  him  as  the  representa- 

Caideron.  ^  Several  of  his  dnuxias  were  received  with  acclamation,  and  one  waa 
translated  into  French,  while  his  misceUaneous  poems,  reprinted  in  otir  days, 
are  marked  by  a  vivid  imagination  and  an  elegance  which  also  adorns  hia  let- 
ters. Talents  so  conspicuous  did  not  wait  long  for  recognition,  and  with  the 
aid  of  hia  patron  he  advanced  to  the  dignities  of  royal  secretary  and  chief 
chronicler  of  the  Indies.  When  56  years  old  his  mina  underwent  a  change, 
and  entering  the  church  heabandonc^l  forever  the  drama  and  light  literature. 
The  i>en  changed  onlv  its  sphere,  however,  for  it  served  the  mstoriographer 
zealously,  achieving  for  him  the  greatest  fame;  and  fame  alone,  for  at  his 
death,  in  April,  1686,  at  the  age  of  76,  deep  poverty  "was  his  companion. 
Wlien  he  entered  on  this  office  the  Indies  had  lapsed  into  the  aormant 
quietude  imposed  by  a  strict  and  secluding  colonial  regime.  There  were  no 
stirring  incidents  to  reward  the  efforts  of  the  historian,  save  those  connected 
with  free-booter  raidte,  which  offered  little  that  could  flatter  Spanish  pride. 
To  achieve  fame  he  must  take  up  some  old  theme,  and  present  it  in  a  form 
likely  to  rouse  attention  by  its  contrast.  Thus  it  was  that  ho  selected  the 
thrimng  episode  of  the  conquest  of  Mexico,  with  the  determination  to  rescue 
it  from  the  unskilful  arrangement  and  repetitions,  the  want  of  harmony  and 
consistency,  the  dryness  and  faulty  colormg,  to  which  it  had  hitherto  been 
subjected,  and  to  expend  upon  it  the  effects  of  elegant  style  and  vast  eru- 
dition. When  the  work  appeared  at  Madrid,  in  1684,  its  superior  merits  were 
instantly  recognized,  and  although  the  sale  at  first  was  not  large,  editions 
have  multiplied  till  our  day,  the  tin  est  and  costliest  being  the  illustrated  issue 
of  1783-4,  in  two  volumes,  which  I  quote,  while  consulting  also  the  notes  of 
several  others.  So  grand  and  finely  elaborated  a  subject,  and  that  from  a 
Spanish  historian  who  was  supposed  to  have  exhausted  all  the  available  re- 
sources of  the  Iberian  archives,  could  not  fail  to  rouse  general  attention 
throughout  Europe,  and  translations  were  made  into  different  languages. 
Robertson,  among  others,  while  not  failing  to  point  out  certain  blemishes, 
has  paid  the  high  compliment  of  accepting  Soils  for  almost  sole  guide  on 
the  conquest,  and  this  with  a  blindness  which  at  times  leads  him  into  most 
amusing  errors.  Even  Prescott  warms  to  his  theme  in  a  review  of  six  closely 
printed  page8«  wherein  eulogy,  though  not  unmingled  with  censure,  is  stronger 
than  a  ckarer  comprehension  of  the  theme  would  seem  to  warrant.  But  in  una 
he  is  impelled  to  a  great  extent  by  his  oft  displayed  tendency  to  hero  worship. 
Solis  deserves  acknowledgment  for  bringing  order  out  of  chaos,  for  pre- 
senting in  a  connected  form  the  narrative  of  the  conquest,  and  for  adorning  it 
with  an  elegant  style.  But  ho  has  fulfilled  only  a  part  of  the  promises  made 
in  his  preface,  and  above  all  has  he  neglected  to  obtain  information  on  his 
topic  beyond  that  presented  in  a  few  of  the  generally  accessible  works,  even 
their  evidence  being  not  very  closely  examined.  He  has  also  taken  great 
liberties  with  the  text,  subordinating  facts  to  style  and  fancy,  seizing  everv 
possible  opportunity  to  manufacture  speeches  for  both  native  and  Spanisn 
heroes,  and  this  with  an  amusing  disregard  for  the  consistency  of  lan- 
guage with  the  person  and  the  time.  His  religious  tendencies  seriously 
mterfere  with  calm  judgment,  and  impel  him  to  rave  with  bigoted  zeal 
against  the  natives.  The  hero  worship  of  the  dramatist  introduces  itself  to 
such  an  extent  as  frequently  to  overshadow  everything  else,  and  to  mis- 
represent. *  Sembra  piii  un  panegirico,  che  una  istoria,'  says  Clavigero,  very 
aptly.  Storia  Mess.,  i.  16.  His  arguments  and  deductions  are  at  times  most 
childish,  while  his  estimation  of  himself  as  a  historian  and  thinker  is  aired  in 
more  than  one  place  with  a  ridiculous  gravity.  With  regard  to  style,  Solis  had 
Livy  for  a  model,  and  belonged  to  the  elder  school  of  historians ;  he  was  its  last 
good  representative,  in  fact.  His  language  is  expressive  aud  elegant,  greatly 
imbued  with  a  poetic  spirit  not  unsuit^  to  the  subject,  and  sustained  in 
eloquence,  wiiile  its  pure  idiom  aids  to  maintain  the  work  as  classic  among 
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tive  of  the  general,  and  to  supply  him  with  every 
requirement.^ 

Some  nine  days  after  the  sinking  of  the  fleet  a 
messenger  arrived  from  Escalante,  announcing  that 
four  vessels®  had  passed  by  the  harbor^  refusing  to 
enter,  and  had  anchored  three  leagues  oflT,  at  the 
mouth  of  a  river.  Fearing  the  descent  upon  him  of 
Velazquez,  Cortds  hurried  off  with  four  horsemen, 
after  selecting  fifty  soldiers  to  follow.  Alvarado  and 
Sandoval  were  loft  jointly  in  charge  of  the  army, 
to  the  exclusion  of  Avila,  who  manifested  no  UtiJe 
jealousy  of  the  latter.  Cortds  halted  at  the  town 
merely  to  learn  particulars,  declining  Escalante's 
hospiteJity  with  the  proverb,  "A  lame  goat  has  no 
rest."  On  the  way  to  the  vessels  they  met  a  notary 
with  two  witnesses,"  commissioned  to  arrange  a  boun- 
dary on  behalf  of  Francisco  de  Garay,  who  claimed 
the  coast  to  the  north  as  first  discoverer,  and  desired 
to  form  a  settlement  a  little  beyond  Nautla.  It  ap- 
peared that  Garay,  who  had  come  out  with  Diego 
Colon,  and  had  risen  from   procurador  of  Espanola 

CaBtiliana.  '  Ingenio  Conceptnoso,  Floridisimo,  i  Elo^nente,'  is  the  observa- 
tion in  the  work  of  his  historiographic  predeoeaaor,  Pmelo,  E^pitome,  ii  607. 
But  it  lacks  in  boldness  and  dignity ;  the  rhapsodies  are  often  misplaced,  and 
the  verboseness  is  tiresome.  Some  of  the  faults  are  of  course  due  to  the  time, 
but  not  the  many,  and  it  also  becomes  only  too  apparent  that  Solis  is  so  con- 
ceitedly infatuated  with  his  affected  grandiloc^uence  as  to  sacrifice  facts 
wherever  they  interfere  with  its  free  scope.  It  is  said  that  he  intended  to 
continue  the  history  of  Mexico  after  tne  conquest,  and  that  death  alone 
prevented  the  consunmiation  of  the  project.  But  this  is  mere  conjecture, 
and  it  appears  just  as  likely  that  the  dramatist  recognized  the  effect  of 
closing  a  great  work  at  so  appropriate  a  point  as  the  fall  of  Mexico.  Tbe 
work  was  taken  up,  however,  oy  Salazar  y  Olarte,  who  published  in  1743  the 
second  part  of  the  Conquest^  till  the  death  of  Cort^,  abounding  in  all  the 
faults  of  the  superficial  and  florid  composition  of  Solis. 

^ '  Luego  le  zahumaron  [the  chiefs]  al  Jueui  de  Escalante  oon  bus  inciensoa.' 
Btmal  Diaz^  Hist.  Verdad.,  40.  *Dej6  en  la  villa  de  la  Veracruz  ciento  y  cin- 
cuenta  hombres  con  doze  de  caballo.*  CorUs,  Cartas^  52-3.  One  hundred  and 
fifty  Spaniards,  with  two  horses  and  two  fire-arms,  were  left  here  under  Pedro 
de  Ircio,  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  65-0,  but  Bemal  Diaz  corrects  him.  'Al  Pedro 
de  Ircio  no  le  auian  dado  cargo  niuj^uno,  ni  aun  de  cuadrillezo.'  ubi  snp.; 
Ixdilxochitl^  Hist.  Chicfi.,  291.  The  torce  seems  to  be  altogether  too  large. 
Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad.^  51,  says  60  old  and  suffering  soldiers  were  left  as 
garrison. 

^  Bemal  Diaz  says  one  vessel ;  but  Cortes  and  other  authorities  mention  four. 

*  Bemal  Diaz,  who  appears  to  have  been  with  the  party,  names  tiiem  as 
Guillen  de  la  Loa,  nota^;  Andrds  Nufiez,  shipwright;  Pedro  de  la  Ai^  a 
VaJencian,  and  a  fourth  man.  Hist,  Verdad.,  40. 
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to  become  governor  of  Jamaica,  had  resolved  to 
devote  his  great  wealth  to  extending  his  fame  as 
explorer  and  colonizer.  On  learning  from  Alaminos 
and  his  fellow  voyagers  of  the  coasts  discovered  in 
this  direction,  he  resolved  to  revive  the  famed  projects 
of  Ponce  de  Leon,  and  with  this  view  despatched  a 
small  fleet  in  1518,  under  Diego  de  Camargo.^^  Driven 
back  by  the  Floridans  with  great  slaughter,  says 
Gomara,  the  expedition  sailed  down  to  Pdnuco  River, 
again  to  be  repulsed,  with  the  loss  of  some  men, 
who  were  flayed  and  eaten.  Torralba,  steward  of 
Garay,  was  then  sent  to  Spain,  and  there,  with  the 
aid  of  Garav's  friends,  obtamed  for  him  a  commission 
as  adelantado  and  governor  of  the  territories  that  he 
might  discover  north  of  Rio  San  Pedro  y  San  Pablo." 
Meanwhile  a  new  expedition  was  despatched  to 
Pdnuco,  under  Alonso  Alvarez  Pineda,  to  form  a 
settlement  and  to  barter  for  gold.  After  obtaining 
come  three  thousand  pesos,  Pineda  sailed  southward 
to  take  possession  ana  to  select  a  site  for  the  colony." 
And  now  while  the  notary  is  endeavoring  to 
arrange  matters  with  Cortes,  JPineda  waits  for  him 
a  Uttk   distance  from  the  shore.     At  that  moment 

10  <  Aimo  Francisco  de  Garay  tres  carauelas  en  lamaica,  el  afio  de  mil 
qoinietoa  v  deziocho,  y  fue  a  tentar  la  Florida.'  Oomara^  Hist,  Ind.,  55. 
U>eterniino  de  enviar  &  iin  hidalgo,  llamado  Diego  de  Gamargo,  d  descubrir  6 
contLnnar  el  descubrimiento  que  Grijalva  habia  hecho,  con  uno  6  con  dos 
navioe;  el  cnal  descubrir  la  provincia  de  Panuco,  6,  por  melor  decir,  comenz6 
de  alii  donde  Grijalva  se  habia  tornado,  que  fu^  deade  Panuco,  y  anduvo 
navegando  por  lacosta  cien  leguas  hdcia  la  Florida.'  Las  Casaa,  Hist,  Ind.,vr, 
466;  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  iii.  cap.  xi.;  Gcdvano*8  Discov.^  133-4. 

11  See  Hist,  Mex,,  i  29,  this  series.  <£1  Bey  se  las  concedi6  el  afio  de  819, 
estando  en  Barcelona.'  Laa  CasaSf  loc.  cit.  'Torralua. . .  truxo  prouisiones 
•j^trA  que  fuesse  Adelantado,  j  Gouemador  desde  el  rio  de  San  Pedro,  y  San 
Pablo,  y  todo  lo  que  descubnesse :  y  por  aquellas  pruisioneB  embib  luego  tres 
Kauios  con  hastadozientoB  y  setentasoldados.'  Berncd  DuiZy  Hist.  Verdad.^  41. 

^'  Bemal  Diaz  intimates  that  Pineda  had  remained  at  Bio  Pdnuco  to  colo- 
nize, while  one  vessel  was  sent  down  to  take  possession  where  Cort^  met 
the  men.  After  giving  an  account  of  two  expeditions  in  1518  and  1519,  Go- 
mara says:  'Otros  dizen,  que  no  fue  mas  de  vna  vez.  Sino  que  como  estuuo 
mncho  alia  cnetan  por  dos. '  Hist,  Ind, ,  55.  But  Las  Casas  mentions  distinctly 
that  it  was  on  the  strength  of  Camargo's  discoveries,  in  1518,  that  the  grant 
was  made  to  Garav  in  the  following  year,  ubi  sup.  '  Garai  aula  corrido  mucha 
costa  en  dem&da  de  la  Florida,  y  tocado  en  vn  rio  y  tierra,  cuyo  rey  se  llamaua 
Panuco,  donde  vieron  oro,  aim  que  poco.  Y  que  sin  salir  de  las  naues  auift  res- 
catado  hasta  tres  mil  pesos  de  oro.  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  67;  Cortes,  Cartas^ 
5d-7;  OviedOf  ill.  262-3;  Herrera,  dec.  it  lib.  vi.  cap.  L 
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CorWs  cared  little  for  Garays  or  boundaries;  but  he 
would  by  no  means  object  to  a  few  more  Spaniards  to 
take  the  place  of  those  he  had  hanged,  and  of  others 
whom  he  might  yet  be  obliged  to  hang.  To  this  end 
he  converted  perforce  to  his  cause  the  notary  and  his 
attendants.  Then  learning  from  them  that  Pineda 
could  on  no  account  be  prevailed  on  to  land  for  a 
conference,  Cortes  signalled  to  the  vessels  with  the 
hope  that  more  men  would  come  on  shore.  This 
failing,  he  bethought  himself  of  letting  three  of  his 
men  exchange  clothes  with  the  new-comers  and  ap- 
proach the  landing,  while  he  marched  back  with  the 
rest  in  full  view  of  the  vessels.  As  soon  as  it  grew 
dark,  the  whole  force  returned  to  hide  near  the  spot 
It  was  not  till  late  the  following  morning  that  the 
suspicious  Pineda  responded  to  the  signals  from 
shore,  and  sent  off  a  boat  with  armed  men.  The  trio- 
now  withdrew  behind  some  bushes,  as  if  for  ^hade. 
Four  Spaniards  and  one  Indian  landed,  armed  with 
two  firelocks  and  two  cross-bows,  and  on  reaching 
the  shrubbery  they  were  pounced  upon  by  the  hidden 
force,  while  the  boat  pushed  off  to  join  the  vessels  all 
ready  to  sail.*' 

^'  *  El  uno  (of  the  captured  ones)  era  maestre  de  la  una  nao,  4  piiao  faegoik 
la  escopeta,  6  matara  al  capitan  de  la  Veracruz,  sino  que  d  la  mecha  lo  fiut<^ 
el  fuego.'  OviedOf  iii.  263.  Bemal  Diaz,  in  a  less  intelligent  account  of  the 
capture,  states  that  only  two  men  landed.  'For  manera  que  se  huuieroa 
de  aquel  Nauio  seis  soldados . . . .  Y  esto  es  lo  que  se  hizo,  y  no  lo  que  eacriae 
el  Coronista  Gomara.'  HUt,  Verdad,,  41.  But  Cort^'  version  must  surely  b» 
the  best,  since  it  was  related  shortly  after  the  occurrence,  and  by  an  im- 
mediate participator  in  the  events. 
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ElTTHTTSIASM  OF  THE  AbMT— ThE  FoRCB— ThE  ToTONACS  AdVISE  THE  TlA5- 

GALAN  Route— Arrival  at  Jalapa— A  Look  Backward — ^The  ANijauAO 
Plateau — Meeting  with  Olintetl— Arrival  in  the  Country  of 
THE  Tlascaltecs — Thb  Senate  Convenes  and  Receives  the  Envoys 
OF  CobtAs — ^An  Encounter — ^A  More  Serious  Battle — Xicotencatl 
Resolves  to  Try  the  Prowess  of  the  Invaders,  and  is  Defeated. 

The  Garay  affair  having  thus  been  disposed  of,  it 
was  announced  to  the  Spaniards  that  they  would 
now  go  in  quest  of  the  great  Montezuma.  For  as 
the  conciliating  sea  smooths  the  sand  which  but 
lately  it  ground  in  its  determinate  purpose  from  the 
rocks,  so  had  Cortes  quieted  the  ruffled  temper  of 
the  malcontents,  till  they  were  committed  as  one 
man  to  the  will  of  the  leader.  And  he  smiled  some- 
what grimly  as  he  concluded  his  harangue:  "To 
success  or  total  destruction  now  we  march;  for  there 
is  open  to  us  no  retreat.  In  Christ  we  trust,  and  on 
our  arms  rely.  And  though  few  in  number,  our 
hearts  are  strong."  The  soldiers  shouted  their  ap- 
proval, and  again  signified  their  desire  to  press  onward 
to  Mexico.* 

The  force  for  the  expedition  consisted  of  about 
four  hundred  and  fifty  Spaniards,  with  fifteen  horses, 
and  six  or  seven  light  guns,  attended  by  a  consider- 
able number  of  Indian  warriors  and  carriers,  in- 
cluding Cubans.  The  Totonac  force  comprised  also 
forty  chiefs,  taken  really  as  hostages,  among  whom 

^  *  Y  todo0  &  vna  le  respondimoB,  que  hariamos  lo  que  ordenasse,  que  echada 
cstana  la  suerte  de  la  buena  6  mala  ventora.'  BenuU  Diaz,  Hist.  V^erdad.,  40. 

(191) 
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are  named  Mamexi,  Tamalli,  and  Teuch,  the  latter 
proving  a  most  able  and  trusty  guide  and  c^ounsellor.* 
The  advice  of  the  Totonacs  is  to  take  the  route 
through  Tlascala,  as  a  state  friendly  to  them  and  bit- 
terly opposed  to  the  Mexicans,  and  on  the  16th  of 
August  the  army  leaves  Cempoala  for  the  interior. 
Soon  begins  the  gentle  ascent  which  lifts  them  from 
oppressive  heat  and  overpowering  vegetation  to  cooler 


T«nlhaaen   v£/ 
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'Bernal  Diaz  states,  65,  that  on  reaching  Mexico  City  'no  Ueganamoe  k 
450  soldados/  intimating  that  thev  mnst  have  amonnted  to  fully  this  fiffore 
on  leaving  Villa  Rica.  This  would  allow  fuUv  120  men  to  Escalante,  wnich 
appears  a  large  carrison,  even  after  making  allowances  for  the  old  and  InfirnL 
(^mara  places  uie  force  at  400  Spaniards,  with  15  horses,  6  gnns,  and  1900 
Indians,  mcluding  Cubans  and  carriers.  Conq.  Mfx,,  67;  llerreroy  dec.  ii  lib. 
vi.  cap.  i.;  Torquemada,  i.  411,  517.  Ixtlilxochitl  increases  this  to  7  gonS) 
1 300  warriors,  and  1000  carriers.  *  Con  quince  de  caballo  y  trescientos  peones. ' 
CorUa,  Cartas^  52.  Cort^  refers  later  on  to  400  Cemjpoalans.  He  mentions 
merely  200  carriers.  Clavigero  has  415  Spaniards,  a  ngure  resulting  from  a 
misreading  of  his  original.  StoriaMess.,  iii.  36.  Solis,  Hise,  Mex,,  i.  216-17, 
followed  of  course  by  Bobertson,  changes  the  figures  to  500  men,  200  carriers, 
and  400  Indian  troops.  A  page,  twelve  years  old,  was  left  with  the  lord  d 
Cempoala  to  learn  the  language.  '  Tomaron  im  indio  principal  que  lUunaban 
Tlacochalcail  para  aue  los  moetrase  el  camino,'  taken  from  the  country  by 
Grijalva,  and  brougnt  back  by  Cort^.  Sahagun,  Conq.  Mex,y  16.  Shortly 
before  beginning  the  march,  says  Duran,  a  messenger  arrived  from  Mexico 
in  the  person  of  Motelchiuh,  sent  by  Montezuma  to  serve  as  guide,  and  to 
provide  for  the  proper  service  and  hospitality  on  the  way.  Being  told  that  no 
guide  was  needed,  he  returned,  leaving  orders  with  the  caciques  en  route  to 
tender  good  reception  to  the  strangers.  Dwrwn^  HiH.  Ind.^  MS.,  iL  4O5-10i 
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regions,  and  at  the  close  of  the  second  day  is  reached 
the  beautiful  Jalapa,'  a  halting -place  between  the 
border  of  the  sea  and  the  upper  plateau. 

There  they  turn  with  one  accord  and  look  back. 
How  charming!  how  inexpressibly  refreshing  are 
these  approaching  highlands  to  the  Spaniards,  so 
lately  from  the  malarious  Isthmus  and  the  jungle- 
covered  isles,  and  whose  ancestors  not  long  since  had 
held  all  tropics  to  be  uninhabitable;  on  the  border, 
too,  of  Montezuma's  kingdom,  wrapped  in  the  soft 
folds  of  perpetual  spring.  Before  the  invaders  are 
the  ardent  waters  of  the  gulf,  instant  in  their  humane 
pilgrimage  to  otherwise  frozen  and  uninhabitable 
lands;  before  them  the  low,  infectious  tierra  caliente 
that  skirts  the  lofty  interior  threateningly,  like  the 
poisoned  garment  of  Hercules,  with  vegetation  bloated 
by  the  noxious  air  and  by  nourishment  sucked  from 
the  putrid  remains  of  nature's  opulence,  while  over  all, 
filled  with  the  remembrance  of  streams  stained  san- 
guine from  sacrificial  altars,  passes  with  sullen  sighs 
the  low-voiced  winds.  But  a  change  comes  gradually 
as  the  steep  ascent  is  made  that  walls  the  healthful 
table -land  of  Andhuac.  On  the  templada  terrace 
new  foliage  is  observed,  though  still  glistening  with 
sun -painted  birds  and  enlivened  by  parliaments  of 
monkeys.  Insects  and  flowers  bathe  in  waves  of 
burning  light  until  they  display  a  variety  of  colors 
as  wonderful  as  they  are  brilliant,  while  from  cool 
canons  rise  metallic  mists  overspreading  the  warm 
hills.  Blue  and  purple  are  the  summits  in  the  dis- 
tance, and  dim  glowing  hazy  the  imperial  heights 
beyond  that  daily  baffle  the  departing  sun.  And  on 
the  broad  plateau,  whose  rich  earth  with  copious  yield 

'  Meaning  '  Spring  in  tho  Sand. '  Rivera^Hiat.  JdUfpa^  i.  app.  7.  '  Y  la  primera 
jornado  fuimoe  ft  vn  pueblo,  que  se  dize  Xalapa.*  Bemal  Diazy  Hist.  Verdad., 
41.  But  the  road  was  too  Ions  for  one  day's  march.  I  may  here  observe  that 
Bemal  Diaz  is  remarkably  famty  in  his  account  of  this  march  and  of  the  cam- 
paign into  Tlascala,  and  this  is  admitted  by  several  writers,  who  nevertheless 
follow  him  pretty  closely.  The  place  is  known  the  world  over  for  its  fairs  and 
productions,  particularly  for  the  drug  bearinc  its  name,  and  is  famous  in  the 
neighboring  mstricts  for  its  eternal  spring  and  beautiful  surroundings. 
Hm.  Mxx.,  YoL.  I.   18 
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of  gold  and  grain  allures  to  cultivation,  all  the  realm 
are  out  of  doors  keeping  company  with  the  sun. 
From  afar  comes  the  music-laden  breeze  whispering 
its  secrets  to  graceful  palmts,  aloft  against  the  sky^ 
and  which  bend  to  meet  the  confidence,  while  the^ 
little  shrubs  stand  motionless  with  awe.  Each  cluster 
of  trees  repeats  the  story,  and  sings  in  turn  its  own 
matin  to  which  the  rest  are  listeners.  At  night,  how 
glittering  bright  with  stars  the  heavens,  which  other- 
wise were  a  shroud  of  impenetrable  blackness.  In 
this  land  of  wild  Arcadian  beauty  the  beasts  are 
free,  and  man  keeps  constant  holiday.  And  how  the 
hearts  of  these  marauders  burned  within  them  as  they 
thous;ht,  nothing  doubting,  how  soon  these  glories 
should  be  Spain's  and  theirs. 

The  boundary  of  the  Totonac  territory  was  crossed^ 
and  on  the  fourth  day  the  army  entered  a  province 
called  by  Cortes  Sienchimalen,  wherein  the  sway  of 
Montezuma  was  still  maintained.  This  made  no 
difference  to  the  Spaniards,  however,  for  the  late 
imperial  envoys  had  left  orders  with  the  coast  gov- 
ernors to  treat  the  strangers  with  every  consider- 
ation. Of  this  they  had  a  pleasing  experience  at 
Xicochimalco,*  a  strong  fortress  situated  on  the  slope 
of  a  steep  mountain,  to  which  access  could  be  had 
only  by  a  stairway  easily  defended.  It  overlooked 
a  sloping  plain  strewn  with  villages  and  farms, 
mustering  in  all  nearly  six  thousand  warriors."  With 
replenished  stores  the  expedition  began  to  ascend  the 
Cordillera  in  reality,  and  to  approach  the  pine  forest* 
which  mark  the  border  of  the  tierra  fria.  March- 
ing through  a  hard  pass  named  Nombre  de  Dies,* 
they  entered  another  province  defended  by  a  fortress^ 


*  Identified  with  Naulinco.  Lorenzana,  Viage,  p.  ii. 

^  Cortes  refers  to  a  friendly  chat  with  the  governor,  who  mentioned  the 
orders  he  had  received  to  oflfer  the  Spaniards  all  necessities.  Cartas^  57. 

* '  Por  ser  el  primero  que  en  estas  tierras  habiamos  pasado.  El  cual  es  tao 
affro  y  alto,  que  no  lo  hay  en  Espaiia  otro.*  Cortes,  Cartas,  57.  *  Hoy  ae  Uuna 
elPaso  del  OoiMpo.*  Lorenzana,  ubi  sup.  'Ay  en  ella  muchas  parras  con  vuas, 
y  arbolea  co  miel.'  Oomara,  HUt.  Mex.,  68. 
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named  Teoxihuacan/  in  no  wise  inferior  to  the  first 
for  strength  or  hospitahty.  They  now  finished  the 
ascent  of  the  cordillera,  passed  through  Tejotla,  and  for 
three  days  continued  their  way  through  the  alkaline 
wastes  skirting  the  ancient  volcano  of  Nauhcampate- 
petl,®  exposed  to  chilling  winds  and  hailstorms,  which 
the  Spaniards  with  their  quilted  armor  managed  to 
endure,  but  which  caused  to  succumb  many  of  the 
less  protected  and  less  hardy  Cubans.  The  brackish 
water  also  brought  sickness.  On  the  fourth  day  the 
pass  of  Puerto  de  Lena/  so  called  from  the  wood 
piled  near  some  temples,  admitted  them  to  the  And- 
huac  plateau,  over  seven  thousand  feet  above  the  sea. 
With  a  less  balmy  climate  and  a  flora  less  redundant 
than  that  of  the  Antillean  stamping-ground,  it  ofiered 
on  the  other  hand  the  attraction  of  being  not  unlike 
their  native  Spain.  A  smiling  valley  opened  before 
them,  doubly  fitlluring  to  the  pinched  wanderers,  with 
its  broad  fields  of  corn,  dotted  with  houses,  and  dis- 
playing not  far  off  the  gleaming  walls  and  thirteen 
towering  temples  of  Xocotlan,  the  capital  of  the  dis- 
trict. Some  Portuguese  soldiers  declaring  it  the 
very  picture  of  their  cherished  Castilblanco,  this 
name  was  applied  to  it.^^ 

Cacique  Olintetl,  nicknamed  the  temblador  from 
the  shaking  of  his  fat  body,  came  forth  with  a  suite 
and  escorted  them  through  the  plaza  to  the  quarters 
assigned  them,  past  pryamids  of  grinning  human 
skulls,  estimated  by  Bernal  Diaz  at  over  one  hundred 

^  *Hoy  86  nombra  Ixhuacdn  de  loa  Reyes.*  Lorenzana,  Viage, 

'*De  NatUtcampaj  quatre  parties,  et  tepHl^  tnontagne.*  Humboldt,  Vues, 
it  191 .    Equivalent  to  the  Spanish  name  of  Cofre  de  Perote. 

'  Lorenzana  believes  it  to  be  the  later  Sierra  de  la  Agua.  A  map  with 
profile  of  the  route  is  given  in  CarbajcU  E^tpinosay  Hist.  Jllfx.,  li.  201;  and  a 
still  better  map  by  Orozco  y  Berra,  lUnerario,  in  Noticiaa  Mex.,  233. 

'^The  name  must  not  be  coufounded  with  Zacatlan,  as  IxtUlxochitl  calls  it, 
for  this  lies  north  of  Tlascala.     'Este  valle  f  poblacion  se  llama  Caltanmi.' 

'  Tenia  las  mayores  y  mas  bien  labradas  casas  que  hasta  entouces habiamos 

s,  *the  - 


visto,*  CarUiSf  Carlos  58.     Lorenzana  says,  *  the  present  Tlatlanquitepec,*  in 
the  lower  l3ring  portion  of  which  stood  the  palace  of  Caltanni,  *  house  below  ;* 


and  there  stands  the  big  tree  to  which  the  natives  say  that  Cort<Ss  tied  his 

horse.  Viage,  pp.  iii.-iv.     *  Llamase Zaclotan  aquel  lugar,  y  el  valle  Zaca- 

tami.'  Gomara,HUt.Mex.,eS;  Oviedo,  m,  2&).    Cocotkn.  Bernal  Diaz,  HisL 
Verdad.,  41. 
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thousand.    There  were  also  piles  of  bones,  and  skulls 
suspended  from  beams,  all  of  which  produced  far  from 

Eleasant  impressions.  This  horror  was  aggravated 
y  the  evident  coldness  of  their  reception,  and  bv  the 
scanty  fare  offered."  Olintetl  occupied  what  CJort^s 
describes  as  the  "  largest  and  most  finely  constructed 
houses  he  had  yet  seen  in  this  country,"  wherein  two 
thousand  servants  attended  to  the  wants  of  himself 
and  his  thirty  wives. 

Impressed  by  the  magnificence  of  his  surroundings, 
Cortes  inquired  whether  he  was  a  subject  or  ally  of 
Montezuma.  "Who  is  not  his  slave?"  was  the  reply. 
He  himself  ruled  twenty  thousand  subjects,"  yet  was 
but  a  lowly  vassal  of  the  emperor,  at  whose  command 
thirty  chiefs  at  least  could  place  each  one  hundred 
thousand  warriors  in  the  field.  He  proceeded  to  extol 
the  imperial  wealth  and  power,  and  the  grandeur  of 
the  capital,  wherein  twenty  thousand  human  victims 
were  annually  given  to  the  idols.  This  was  probably 
intended  to  awe  the  little  band;  "But  we,"  says 
Bemal  Diaz,*'  "with  the  qualities  of  Spanish  soldiers, 
wished  we  were  there  striving  for  fortunes,  despite 
the  dangers  described."  Cortes  calmly  assured  the 
cacique  that  great  as  Montezuma  was,  there  were 
vassals  of  his  own  king  still  mightier,  with  more  to  the 
same  effect;  and  he  concluded  by  demanding  the  sub- 
mission of  the  cacique,  together  with  a  present  of  gold, 
and  the  abandonment  of  sacrifices  and  cannibaJ&sm. 
Olintetl's  only  reply  was  that  he  could  do  nothing 
without  authority  from  the  capital.    "Your  Monte- 

^^  Gomara  intimates  that  the  Spaniards  were  well  received,  and  had  50  men 
sacrificed  in  their  honor.  Hist.  Mex. ,  68.  The  native  records  state  that  bread 
sprinkled  with  the  blood  of  fresh  victims  was  oflfered  to  them,  as  to  idols,  but 
this  beins  rejected  with  abhorrence,  pure  food  was  brought.  Before  this 
sorcerers  had  been  sent  to  use  their  arts  against  them,  by  spreading  diseases, 
casting  spells  to  prevent  their  advance,  and  otherwise  opposing  them.  But 
«verytiiing  failed  before  the  magic  influence  shed  perhaps  by  the  banner  of 
the  cross.  DuraUfHisi.  Ind,,  MS.,  ii.  401-8;  Sahagun,  Hist.  C(mq.,  14;  Acosta, 
Hut,  Ind.,  518;  Torquemada,  i.  417-8. 

IS  <  Tenia  Montezuma  en  este  pueblo,  y  su  comarca,  cinco  mil  soldados  de 
gnamicion.'  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  vi.  cap.  ii. 

^^Conq.  Mex.,  42.  'A  muchos  valientes  per  ventora  desmayaray'says  to  the 
Motrary  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  60. 
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zuma/*  replied  the  audacious  Spaniard,  with  suppressed 
anger,  "shall  speedily  send  you  orders  to  surrender  to 
me  gold  or  any  other  desired  effects  in  your  possession/* 
More  generous  were  the  caciques  of  two   towns 
at  the  other  end  of  the  valley,  who  brought  a  few 
golden  trifles  and  eight  female  slaves."     The  revela- 
tions of  the  Cempoalans  and  of  Marina  concerning  the 
wonderful  power  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  honors 
paid  them  by  Montezuma's  envoys,  had  the  effect  of 
making  Olintetl  also  more  liberal  with  provisions  at 
least.     Being  asked  about  the  road  to  Mexico  he 
recommended  that  through  Cholula,  but  the  Cem- 
poalans representing  the  Cholultecs  as  highly  treach- 
erous, and  devoted  to  the  Aztecs,  the  Tlascalan  route 
was  chosen,  and  four  Totonac  chiefs  were  despatched 
to  ask  permission  of  the  republican  rulers  to  pass 
through  their  lands.    A  letter  served  as  mystic  creden- 
tials, and  a  red  bushy  Flemish  hat  for  a  present." 

After  a  stay  of  four  days  the  army  proceeded  up 
the  valley,  without  leaving  the  customary  cross,  it 
seems,  with  which  they  had  marked  their  route  hith- 
erto; the  reason  for  this  was  the  objection  of  Padre 
Olmedo  to  expose  the  emblem  to  desecration  in  a 
place  not  wholly  friendly  to  them."  The  road  lay 
for  two  leagues  through  a  densely  settled  district  to 
Iztacmixtitlan,  the  seat  of  Tenamaxcuicuitl,  a  town 
which  Cortes  describes  as  situated  upon  a  lofty  height, 
with  very  good  houses,  a  population  of  from  five  to  six 
thousand  families,  and  possessing  comforts  superior 
to  those  of  Xocotlan.     "It  has  a  better  fortress,"  he 

^*  Cortes,  Cartas,  59.  Bemal  Diaz  assumes  that  Olintetl  was  persuaded  by 
the  Cempoalans  to  conciliate  Gortte  with  four  slaves,  a  few  paltry  pieces  of 
jewelry,  and  a  load  of  cloth. 

»  Gamargo  sends  the  letter  from  Cempoala,  together  with  a  sword,  a  cross- 
bow, and  a  red  silk  cap.  Iligt.  TIax.,  145.  But  it  is  not  probable  that 
Cort6s  would  deprive  himself  of  such  needful  articles,  not  overabundant  with 
him,  even  if  he  had  no  objection  to  let  Indians  examine  them.  Bemal  Diaz, 
Hist.  Verdad.,  42-3,  despatches  two  Cempoalans  from  a  later  station,  and 
this  on  hearing  that  the  Tlascaltecs  had  risen  to  oppose  them. 

"  Still  Goinara,  in  his  sweeping  way,  declares  that  Cortes  'puso  muchas 
emzes  en  los  temples,  derroc&do  los  idolos  como  lo  hazia  en  cada  lugar.'  Hist, 
Mex.,  70;  Tapia,  ReUicum,  in  Irazbafceta,  Col.  J  Joe.,  ii.  667.  Twenty  leading 
wazriors  were  taken  from  here,  says  Bemal  Diaz. 
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writes,  ''than  there  is  in  half  Spain,  defended  by  a 
wall,  barbican,  and  ^  moats."  The  cacique  who  had 
invited  the  visit  made  amends  for  the  cold  reception 
of  the  previous  chief,  and  the  Spaniards  remained 
for  three  days  waiting  in  vain  for  the  return  of  the 
messengers  sent  to  Tlascala.  They  then  passed  on- 
ward, reinforced  by  about  three  hundred  warriors  from 
the  town."  Two  leagues'  march  brought  them  to  the 
boundary  of  Tlascala,  conspicuous  by  a  wall  of  stone 
and  mortar  nine  feet  in  height  and  twenty  in  breadth, 
which  stretched  for  six  miles  across  a  valley,  from 
mountain  to  mountain,  an4  was  provided  with  breast- 
works, and  ditches." 

Between  latitude  19°  and  20*  ranges  of  hills  cut 
the  plain  of  Andhuac  into  four  unequal  parts.  In  the 
centre  of  the  one  eastward  stood  the  capital  of  Tlascala. 
The  state  so  carefully  protected  was  about  the  same 
small  territory  which  we  now  see  on  the  map,"  with 
twenty-eight  towns,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand families,  according  to  the  rough  census  taken  by 
Cortds.*^  A  branch  of  the  Teo-Chichimec  nation,  the 
Tlascaltecs  had,  according  to  tradition,  entered  upon 
the  plateau  shortly  before  the  cognate  Aztecs,  and, 
after  occupying  for  a  time  a  tract  on  the  western  shore 
of  Tezcuco  Lake,  they  had  tired  of  the  constant  dis- 
putes with  neighboring  tribes  and  proceeded  eastward, 
in  three  divisions,  the  largest  of  which  had,  late  in 
the  thirteenth  century,  taken  possession  of  Tlascala, 
'Place  of  Bread.'  The  soil  was  rich,  as  implied  by  the 
name,  but  owing  to  the  continued  wars  with  former 
enemies,  reinforced  by  the  Aztecs,  they  found  little 
opportunity  to  make  available  their  wealth  by  means 

^^  Clavigero  calls  them  '  un  competente  numero  di  tnippe  Measicane  del 
presidio  di  Xocotla/  Storia  Afess,,  iii.  41,  which  is  unlikely. 

^*  See  Native  Eacea^  ii.  668,  et  seq. 

^*  Fifteen  leagues  from  west  to  east,  ten  from  north  to  south,  says  Tor- 
quemada,  i  276.    Herrera  extends  it  to  30  leagues  in  width. 

^  'Hay  en  esta  provincia,  por  visitacion  que  yo  en  ella  mand^  hacer.  ciento 
cincuenta  mil  vecinos.'  CorUs^  Cartas,  69.  In  the  older  edition  of  these 
letters  by  Lorenzana,  it  reads,  500,000  families,  a  figure  which  in  itself 
indicates  an  exaggeration,  but  has  nevertheless  be^  widely  copied.  Gomara, 
IJuft,Mex„  S7. 
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of  industries  and  trade,  and  of  late  years  a  blockade 
had  been  maintained  which  deprived  them  of  many 
necessaries,  among  others  salt,    feut  the  greater  atten- 
tion given  in  consequence  to  agriculture,  had  fostered 
temperate  h^^bits  and  a  sinewy  constitution,  combined 
with  a  deep  love  for  the  soil  as  the  source  of  all  their 
prosperity.    Compelled  also  to  devote  more  time  and 
practice  to  warfare  for  the  preservation  of  their  Ub- 
erty  than  to  the  higher  branches   of  culture,  they 
presented    the    characteristics   of   an    isolated   com- 
munity, in  being  somewhat  behind  their  neighbors  in 
Tefinement,  as  well  as  in  the  variety  of  their  resources. 
In  government  the  state  formed  an  aristocracy, 
ruled  by  a  senate  of  the  nobility,  presided  over  by 
four  supreme  hereditary  lords,  each  independent  in 
his  own  section  of  the  territory.     This  division  ex- 
tended also  to  the  capital,  which  consisted  of  four 
towns,  or  districts,  Tizatlan,  Ocotelulco,  Quiahuiztlan, 
and   Tepeticpac,   ruled   respectively  by  Xicotencatl, 
Maxixcatzin,  Teohuayacatzin,  and  Tlehuexolotl.^^ 

It  was  before  this  senate  that  the  messengers  of 
Cortes  appeared,  informing  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Cempoalan  lord  of  the  arrival  of  powerful  gods  from 
the  east,  who  having  liberated  the   Totonacs  from 
Montezuma's    sway,   now   desired   to   visit   Tlascala 
in  passing   through   to   Mexico,  and  to  offer  their 
friendship  and  alUance.    The  messengers  recommended 
an  acceptance  of  the  offer,  for  although  few  in  num- 
ber the  strangers  were  more  than  equal  to  a  host. 
They  thereupon  depicted  their  appearance,  their  swift 
steeds,  their  savage   dogs,  their  caged   lightning,  as 
well  as  their  gentle  faith  and  manners.     The  messen- 
gers having  retired,  the  senate  proceeded  to  discussion. 
Prudent  Maxixcatzin,  lord  of  the  larger  and  richer 
industrial  district,  called  attention  to  the  omens  and 
signs  which  pointed  to  these  visitors,  who  from  all 

*>  For  farther  inf ormation  about  Tlascala,  see  NcUive  Races^  ii.  and  v. 
Torqaemada  gives  a  detailed  history  of  the  state  in  i.  259-78.  See  also 
Prr9coU*8  Mex,,  i.  411-19;  Stjria^  latoria  y  Fundacion  de  la  Ciudad  de  Tlax- 
ctda,  MS.  in  Aztec,  am.  4"  of  48  leaves. 
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accounts  must  be  more  than  mortal,  and,  if  so,  it 
would  be  best  to  admit  them,  since  resistance  must  be 
vain.  Xicotencatl,  the  eldest  lord,  replied  to  this 
that  the  interpretation  of  the  signs  could  not  be  relied 
on.  To  him  these  beings  seemed  monsters  rejected 
by  the  sea-foam,  greedy  of  gold  and  luxuries,  whose 
steeds  devoured  the  very  ground.  To  admit  them 
would  be  ruinous.  Besides,  should  the  invincible  Tlas- 
caltecs  submit  to  a  mere  handful?  The  gods  forbid T 
It  was  further  argued  that  the  amicable  relations  of 
the  strangers  with  Montezuma  and  his  vassals  did 
not  accord  with  their  protestations  of  friendship.  This 
might  be  one  of  the  many  Aztec  plots  to  obtain  a 
footing  in  the  country.  Nor  did  the  destruction  of 
idols  at  Cempoala  increase  the  confidence  of  a  people 
so  jealous  of  its  institutions.  The  discussion  waxing 
warmer,  senator  Temilotecatl  suggested  the  middle 
course  of  letting  the  Otoml  frontier  settlers,  who 
were  thoroughly  devoted  to  their  Tlascaltec  patrons, 
make  an  attack  on  the  invaders,  aided  by  their 
own  general  Axayacatzin  Xicotencatl,  son  of  the  old 
lord,  and  known  by  the  same  name.  If  successful, 
they  could  claim  the  glory;  if  not,  they  might  grant 
the  victors  the  permission  they  had  desired,  while 
casting  the  blame  for  the  attack  on  the  Otomis.  Thia- 
was  agreed  to." 

^^Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  vi.  cap.  iii.,  confounds  the  two  Xicotcncatls,  and 
Tor(^ueinada,  in  seeking  to  correct  him,  applies  the  title  of  general  to  Maxix- 
catzin,  i.  416,  supposing  besides,  with  Clavigero,  that  Temilotecatl  may  be 
another  name  for  Tlehuexolotl.  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  40;  Brasseur  de  Bourbourtj, 
Hist.  Nai.  Civ.,  iv.  133.  Jealous  of  the  honor  of  his  countrymen,  and  eager 
to  vindicate  them  against  the  charge  of  duplicity  or  enmity  toward  the 
Spaniards,  Camargo  lets  the  messengers  go  back  with  a  friendly  invitation. 
Aifter  they  had  started  on  this  mission  the  idols  were  consulted,  but 
remained  mute ;  the  temples  were  overthrown  by  earthquakes,  and  comets 
appeared,  creating  a  general  panic.  Hist,  Tlcux.^  144-6.  The  account  of 
the  conquest  by  this  author  is  particularly  interestinff  since  Diego  Mufloz. 
Camargo  was  a  native  of  the  valiant  little  republic  of  Tlascala,  a  mestizo^ 
says  Veytia,  Hist.  AtU.  Mij.^  ii.  91,  who  calls  him  Domingo,  while  Clavi- 
gero  gives  him  nobility.  Storia  Mess.,  i.  10.  Bom  shortly  after  these  events, 
and  in  contact  with  the  very  men  who  figured  therein,  his  stories  are  repro- 
duced from  ^eir  lips,  though  colored  with  the  spirit  of  a  convert  and 
patriot  who,  like  nearly  all  oi  his  countrymen,  was  only  too  eager  to  cuny- 
lavor  with  the  dominant  race.  This  is  apparent  in  nearly  every  line  of  iar- 
text)  wherein  the  terms  of  praise  bestowea  on  the  conquerors  become  not  nn. 
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As  the    Spaniards  halted   before  the  great  wall, 
speculating  on  the  strength  of  the  people  who  had 
erected  it,  and  upon  the  possible  traps  it  might  hide, 
their   late   hosts  again  besought  them  •  to  take  the 
Cholula    route,   but    Cempoalan   counsel    prevailed. 
Waving  aloft  his  banner,  Cortes  exclaimed:  "Behold 
the  cross  1    Senores,  follow  it!"    And  with  this  he  led 
the  way  through  the  semicircular  laps  of  the  en- 
trance.   The  wall  was  not  provided  with  sentinels,  and 
the  army  met  with  no  obstacles.^    Attended  by  ten 
horsemen,  the  general  advanced  to  reconnoitre.    After 
proceeding  about  four  leagues  he  caught  sight  of  fifteen 
armed  Indians,  who  were  pursued  and  overtaken.    A 
fight  ensued,  in  which  the  natives,  nerved  by  despair, 
fought  so  fiercely  that  two  horses  were  killed,  and 
three  horses  and  two  riders  wounded.^    Meanwhile  a 

frequently  absurd  from  the  contradictions  implied  by  other  passages.  Nor 
does  he  neglect  to  hold  forth  on  his  own  people  for  their  bravery  and  exploits  in 
fighting  the  detested  Aztecs,  and  their  unswerving  devotion  to  tlie  Spaniards. 
In  the  pursuit  of  this  pleasins  theme  he  scruples  not  to  sacrifice  truth  when 
it  proves  a  stumbling-block.  He  leaves  the  impression,  for  instance,  tiiat  tho 
Tlascaltecs  never  raised  sword  against  Cortes.  Many  of  the  misstatements, 
are  due  to  a  non-critical  acceptance  of  tales,  for  Camargo  was  as  simple  and 
BuperstitiouB  as  any  of  his  contemporaries.  Although  acting  as  interpreter 
in  the  province,  Torquemada,  i.  523,  he  exhibits  a  not  very  thorough  acquaint- 
ance with  Spanish,  which  is  the  cause  of  errors  and  repetitions.  The  con- 
quest forms  but  a  portion  of  his  narrative,  which  treats  chiefly  of  aboriginal 
history  and  customs,  and  touches  lightly  the  events  that  passed  before  his 
eyes.  It  was  written  in  1585,  and  lay  for  some  time  in  tlie  Felipe  Neri  convent 
archives,  where  it  was  consulted  by  Torquemada.  Taken  afterward  by  Panes 
to  Spain,  it  was  deposited  by  Mufloz  with  the  Royal  Academy  of  History  at 
Maarid,  from  which  source  copies  were  obtained,  among  others  one  by  Temaux- 
Compans,  and  a  faulty  translation  was  published  in  the  Nouvtlks  AnncUea  ties 
Voynffes,  xcviii.-ix. 

^  A  short  distance  further  they  passed  through  a  pine  grove,  wherein  threads 
and  papers  were  fixed  and  scattered  across  the  path,  the  work  of  Tlascaltec 
sorcerers,  who  thus  sought  to  cast  a  spell  upon  the  invaders.  Herrercu,  dec.  ii. 
lib.  vi.  cap.  iv. 

'^  'Segun  algunos  que  lo  vieron,  cortaron  cercen  de  vn  golpe  cada  pescueco 
con  rien&s  y  two.'  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex.^  71. '  *Io  viddi  che  cobattedosi  vn  dl, 

diede  vn  Indiano  vna  cortellata  a  vw  cauallo nel  petto,  che  glielo  aperse 

fin  alle  Iteriora,  et  cadde  icdtanete  morto,  k che  vn  'altro  Indiano  diede 

vn'altra  cortellata  a  vn'altro  cauallo  su  il  collo  che  se  lo  gett6  morto.'  Hela- 
tione  per  vn  gentil*huomo,  in  Rwmusio,  Viaffffi,  iiL  305.  According  to  Duran 
two  warriors  stepped  forth  from  a  vast  Tlascalan  army  before  the  re^lar 
battle,  and  issued  a  challenge,  which  was  accepted  by  two  horsemen.  Aner  a 
short  combat  the  Indians,  by  deft  movements,  killed  botii  horses,  cutting  off 
the  neck  of  one,  and  wounding  the  other  in  the  pasterns.  Hist.  Ind.y  MS.,  ii. 
411-20;  TezozomoCy  Hist.  Alex.,  ii.  255-6.  TMs  attack  is  the  only  resistance 
admitted  by  Canuu^o.  The  assailants  were  all  Otomis,  who  killed  one 
Spaniard  and  two  horses.  HisL  Tlax.,  146. 
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force  of  Indians  came  up,  estimated  at  from  three  to 
five  thousand,  and  a  horseman  was  at  once  sent  back 
to  hurry  forward  the  infantry,  while  the  rest  boldly 
charged  the  enemy,  riding  through  their  ranks,  and 
killing  right  and  left  without  being  injured  them- 
selves. On  the  approach  of  the  foot-soldiers,  and  the 
discharge  of  a  volley,  the  natives  retired  with  about 
sixty  of  their  number  slain.^  Shortly  afterward  two 
of  the  Cempoalan  messengers  returned  with  some 
Tlascaltecs,  who  expressed  their  sorrow  at  the  attack 
made  by  a  tribe  not  belonging  to  their  nation.  They 
offered  to  pay  for  the  horses  killed,  and  invited  the 
Spaniards  in  the  name  of  the  lords  to  proceed.  The 
army  advanced  for  a  league  into  more  open  country, 
and  camped  among  some  abandoned  farms,  where  dogs 
proved  to  be  the  only  food  left.  Thus  ended  the  first 
day  in  Tlascalan  territory,  the  first  of  September, 
according  to  Bernal  Diaz. 

In  the  morning  the  Spaniards  met  the  two  other 
messengers  returning  from  their  mission  to  Tlascala, 
who  told  a  harrowing  story  of  their  seizure  for  the 
sacrificial  stone,  and  of  their  escape  by  night.  It 
is  probable  that  their  detention  by  the  Tlascaltecs 
for  messenger  purposes  had  frightened  them  into 
believing  that  they  were  destined  to  be  sacrificed, 
for  envoys  enjoyed  the  greatest  respect  among  the 
Nahuas.^  Shortly  after  a  body  of  over  one  thou- 
sand warriors^  appeared,  to  whom  Cortes,  in  pres- 
ence of  the  notary  Godoy,  sent  three  prisoners,  with 
a  formal  assurance  of  his  friendly  intentions.     The 

*^ '  Hirieron  A  quatro  de  lo8  naestroe,  y  pareceme  que  desde  alii  &  pocos  dias 

murib  el  vno  de  las  heridas ^uedaron  maertos  hasta  diez  y  aiete  delloa.' 

Bernal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  43;  CorUs,  Cartas^  61;  Lorenzana  caUs  tiie  scene 
of  this  battle  the  plain  of  Quimichoccan.  Kio^f ,  p.  viii 

**See  Native  Races,  ii.  413;  Solis,  Hist.  Mex,,  i.  230.  Aocordinff  to  Bernal 
Diaz  the  messengers  are  met  before  the  Tlaacalan  border  is  reachea,  and  they 
deliver  the  announcement  that  the  Tlascaltecs  will  kill  the  Spaniards  and 
eat  their  flesh,  in  order  to  test  their  reputed  strength.  The  C'empoalans  shall 
suffer  the  same  fate,  since  they  are  assumed  to  l^  plotting  in  behalf  of  the 
Aztecs,  loc.  cit.  Sahagun  supposes  that  the  Cempoalan  guide  had  treacher- 
ously led  the  Spaniards  against  the  Otomls.  Conq.  Mex,  (ed.  1840),  40; 
CfuvitjerOf  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  42-3. 

"  Bernal  Diaz  says  6000. 
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only  reply  being  showers  of  arrows,  darts,  and  stones, 
Cortes  gave  the  "Santiago,  and  at  theml"  and 
charged.  The  enemy  retreated  with  the  face  to 
their  pursuers,  enticing  them  toward  some  broken 
ground  intersected  by  a  creek,  where  they  found 
themselves  surrounded  by  a  large  force,  some  bearing 
the  red  and  white  devices  of  Scotencatl.  Missiles 
were  showered,  while  double-pointed  spears,  swords, 
and  clubs  pressed  closely  upon  them,  wielded  by 
bolder  warriors  than  those  whom  the  Spaniards  had 
hitherto  subdued.  Many  were  the  hearts  that 
quaked,  and  many  expected  that  their  last  moment 
had  come;  "for  we  certainly  were  in  greater  peril 
than  ever  before,"  says  Bernal  Diaz.  "None  of  us 
will  escape!"  exclaimed  Teuch,  the  Cempoalan  chief, 
but  Marina  who  stood  by  replied  with  fearless  confi- 
dence: "The  mighty  God  of  the  Christians,  who 
loves  them  well,  will  let  no  harm  befall  them."*  The 
commander  rode  back  and  forth  cheering  the  men, 
and  giving  orders  to  press  onward,  and  to  keep  well 
together.  Fortunately  the  pass  was  not  long,  and 
soon  the  Spaniards  emerged  into  an  open  field,  where 
the  greater  part  of  the  enemy  awaited  them,  estimated 
in  all,  by  different  authorities,  at  from  thirty  thousand 
to  one  hundred  thousand.* 

How  long  was  this  to  continue,  each  new  armed 
host  being  tenfold  greater  than  the  last?  Yet  once 
again  the  Spaniards  whet  their  swords,  and  prepare 
for  instant  attack,  as  determined  to  fight  it  out  to 
the  death,  as  Leonidas  and  his  brave  Spartans  at 
the  pass  of  Thermopylae.  The  cavalry  charged  with 
loose  reins,  and  lances  fixed  on  a  range  with  the 
heads  of  the  enemy,  opening  a  way  through  the  dense 
columns  and  spreading  a  confusion  which  served  the 

'^  HerrtTCLt  dec.  ii.  lib.  tI.  cap.  v.  A  pious  conquistador  who  was  present, 
says  Duran,  told  me  that  many  wept,  wishing  they  had  never  been  bom,  and 
curaing  the  marquis  for  having  led  them  into  such  danger.  HiA,  Ind.,  MS., 

ii  417. 

'^Tapia  gives  the  higher  and  Herrera  the  lower  figure,  while  Ixtlilxochitl 
makes  it  80,000. 
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infantry  well.  Bemal  Diaz  relates  how  a  body  of 
natives,  determined  to  obtain  possession  of  a  horse^ 
surrounded  an  excellent  rider  named  Pedro  de  Moron, 
who  was  mounted  upon  Sedefio's  fine  racing  mare, 
dragged  him  from  the  saddle,  and  thrust  their  swords 
and  spears  through  the  animal  in  all  directions. 
Moron  would  have  been  carried  off  but  for  the  in- 
fantry coming  to  his  rescue.  In  the  struggle  which 
ensued  ten  Spaniards  were  wounded,  while  four  chiefs 
bit  the  dust.  Moron  was  saved  only  to  die  on  the 
second  day,  but  the  mare  was  secured  by  the  natives 
and  cut  into  pieces,  which  were  sent  all  over  the 
state  to  afford  opportunity  for  triumphal  celebrations. 
The  loss  was  greatly  regretted,  since  it  would  divest 
the  horses  of  their  terrifying  character.  Those  pre- 
viously killed  had  been  secretly  buried.  The  battle 
continued  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  without  enabling 
the  Indians  to  make  any  further  impression  on  the 
Spanish  ranks  than  inflicting  a  few  wounds,  while 
their  own  were  rapidly  thinning  under  the  charges  of 
the  cavalry  and  the  volleys  of  artillery  and  firelocks. 
The  slaughter  had  been  particularly  heavy  among 
the  chiefs,  and  this  was  the  main  reason  for  the  re- 
treat which  the  enemy  now  began,  in  good  order." 
Their  actual  loss  could  not  be  ascertained,  for  with 
humane  devotion  the  wounded  and  dead  were  carried 
off  the  moment  they  were  stricken;  and  in  this  con- 
stant self-sacrificing  effort  the  Tlascaltecs  lost  many 
lives  and  advantages.  Robertson  regards  with  sus- 
picion the  accounts  of  the  great  battles  fought  during 
the  conquest,  wherein  Indians  fell  by  the  score  while 

"^  During  the  battle  one  of  the  late  Cempoalan  envoys  recognized  the  cap- 
tain who  h£ul  bound  him  for  sacrifice,  and  with  Cortes*  permission  he  sent  him 
a  challenge.  The  duel  was  held  in  front  of  the  armies,  and  after  a  tough 
struggle  the  Cempoalan,  with  a  feint,  threw  his  opponent  off  guard,  and 
secured  his  head,  which  served  as  a  centre-piece  during  the  Cempoalan  vic- 
tory celebration.  Htrrera^  dea  ii  lib.  vi.  cap.  vi.  This  author  also  relates 
that  one  of  the  final  acts  of  the  battie  was  the  capture  by  Ordaz,  with  60men^ 
of  a  pass.  'Les  matamos  muchos  Indies,  y  entre  ellos  ocho  Capitanes  muy 
principales,  hijos  de  los  viejos  Caciques.*  Five  horses  were  woundea  and  fifteen 
soldiers,  of  whom  one  died.  The  other  chronicles  admit  of  no  dead.  Bernal 
Diaz,  HwL  Verdad.,  44. 
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the  Spaniards  stood  almost  unscathed,  and  Wilson 

ridicules  the  whole  campaign,  reducing  the  Tlascalan 

population,  for  instance,  to  about  ten  thousand,  with 

a  fighting  force  of  less  than  one  thousand  men.    Such 

remarks  certainly  show  a  want  of  familiarity  with 

the  subject."    We  have  often  seen,  in  the  New  World 

wars,  a  thousand  naked  Americans  put  to  flight  by 

ten  steel-clad  Europeans,  and  I  have  clearly  given 

the  reasons.   When  we  look  at  the  Indians,  with  their 

comparatively  poor  weapons,  their  unprotected  bodies, 

their  ineflScient  discipline  and  tactics,  whereby  only  a 

small  portion  of  their  force  could  be  made  available, 

the  other  portion  serving  rather  as  an  obstruction, 

their  custom  of  carrying  ofi*  the  dead,  and  other  weak 

points,  and  when  we  contrast  them  with  the  well 

"  Robertson,  Hist.  Am,,  ii.  38-9;   WilsorCs  Conq,  Mex.,  360-70;  Benzoni, 

Hat,  Mondo  Nvovo,  51.    It  is  seldom  that  I  encoiinter  a  book  which  I  am 

forced  to  regard  as  beneath  censure.     He  who  prints  and  pays  the  printer 

l^enerally  has  something  to  say,  and  generally  believes  something  of  what  he 

says  to  be  true.     An  idiot  may  have  honest  convictions,  and  a  knave  may 

have  talents,  but  where  a  book  carries  to  the  mind  of  the  reader  that  its 

author  is  both  fool  and  knave,  that  is,  that  he  writes  only  foolishness  and  does 

not  himself  believe  what  he  says,  I  have  not  the  time  to  waste  in  condemning 

such  a  work.     And  yet  here  is  a  volume  purporting  to  be  ^  New  History 

of  the  Conquest  of  Mexico,  written  by  Robert  .^derson  Wilson,  and  bearing 

date  Philadelphia,  1859,  which  one  would  think  a  writer  on  the  same  subject 

should  at  least  mention.    The  many  and  macmificent  monuments  which  to  tiie 

present  day  attest  the  g^eat  number  and  high  culture  of  the  Nahua  race,  and 

the  testimony  to  this  effect  offered  by  witnesses  on  all  sides,  are  ignored  by 

him  with  a  contempt  that  becomes  amusing  as  the  pages  reveal  his  lack  of 

investigation  and  culture.    Indeed,  the  reader  need  go  no  further  than  the 

introduction  to  be  convinced  on  the  latter  point.     Another  amusing  feature  is 

that  iiie  work  pretends  to  vindicate  the  assertions  of  Las  Casas,  who,  in  truth, 

extols  more  than  other  Spanish  author  the  vast  number  and  advanced  culture 

of  the  natives.     In  addition  to  this  mistaken  assumption,  which  takes  away 

his  main  support,  he  states  that  Prescott  worked  in  ignorance  of  his  subiect 

and  his  authorities,  and  to  prove  the  assertion  he  produces  wrongly  applied  or 

distorted  quotations  from  different  authors,  or  assumes  meanings  that  were 

never  intended,  and  draws  erroneous  conclusions.    Thus  it  is  he  proves  to  his 

own  satisfaction  that  Mexico  City  was  but  a  village  occupied  by  savages  of  the 

Iroquois  stamp,  and  that  Cort^  was  the  boastful  victor  over  little  bands  of 

naked  red  men.     As  for  the  ruins,  they  were  foimded  by  Phoenician  colonists 

in  remote  ages.    Another  tissue  of  superficial  observations,  shaped  by  bisotry 

and  credulous  imorance,  was  issued  by  the  same  author  under  the  tiUe  of 

Afcdco  and  Us  Jieligion,  New  York,  1855,  most  enterprisingly  reprinted  in 

the  disguise  of  Mexico:  Us  Peasants  and  its  Priests,  New  York,  1856.    In 

common  with  Mr  Horsan,  and  others  of  that  stamp,  Mr  Wilson  seems  to 

have  deemed  it  incumbent  on  him  to  traduce  Mr  Prescott  and  his  work, 

apparently  with  the  view  of  thereby  attracting  attention  to  himself.     Such 

i^nare  not  worthy  to  touch  the  hem  of  Mr  Prescott's  garment;  they  are 

not  worthy  oi  mention  in  the  same  category  with  him. 
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armored  Spaniards,  with  their  superior  swords  and 
lances,  their  well  calculated  movements,  and  their  con- 
certed action  carried  out  under  strict  and  practised 
officers,  and  above  all  their  terror-inspiring  and  rav- 
aging fire-arms  and  horses — how  can  we  doubt  that 
the  Tatter  must  have  readily  been  able  to  overcome 
vast  numbers  of  native  warriors?  It  was  soon  so 
understood  in  Europe.  For  once  when  Cortes  was- 
in  Spain  he  scoffed  at  certain  of  his  countrymen 
for  having  fled  before  a  superior  force  of  Moors, 
whereupon  one  remarked:  "This  fellow  regards  our 
opponents  like  his,  of  whom  ten  horsemen  can  put 
to  flight  twenty -five  thousand."  In  the  retreat  of 
the  Ten  Thousand,  who  under  Cyrus  had  invaded 
Persia,  we  have  an  example  of  the  inadequacy  of 
numbers  against  discipline.  Though  for  every  Greek 
the  Persians  could  bring  a  hundred  men,  yet  the 
effeminate  Asiatic  absolutely  refused  to  meet  the 
hardy  European  in  open  conflict,  -^schylus  was 
inspired  by  personal  experience  in  his  play  of  the 
Persians  when  he  makes  the  gods  intimate  to  the 
wondering  Atossa,  the  queen-mother,  that  free  Athe- 
nians, unwhipped  to  battle,  could  cope  successfully 
with  the  myriads  of  despotic  Xerxes.  The  poor 
Americans  had  yet  to  learn  their  own  weakness,  and 
to  pay  dearly  for  the  knowledge. 

**It  well  seems  that  God  was  he  who  fought  for  ua 
to  enable  us  to  get  free  from  such  a  multitude,"  says 
Cortes.  He  attempted  no  pursuit,  but  hastened  to 
take  possession  of  Tecohuatzinco,  a  small  town  on  the 
hill  of  Tzompachtepetl,"  where  they  fortified  them- 
selves upon  the  temple  pyramid,  and  proceeded  to 
celebrate  the  victory  with  songs  and  dances,  a  per- 
formance wherein  the  allies  took  the  leading  part. 

**Lorensana,  Viage^  iz.,  wherein  the  appearance  of  the  hill  is  described 
as  the  bishop  saw  it.  TxtlilxochiU^  Hist.  Chick.  ^  292;  Camargo,  Hist,  Tlax.^ 
146.  Other  authors  differ.  *Teoaizinco,  cio^  il  luogo  deiracqua  divina/ 
ClavifjerOf  Storia  Me89.,  in.  44.  Duran  assumes  that  the  battle  was  for  the 
possession  of  this  place,  which  he  calls  Teooac.  Hiti,  Ind.,  MS.,  iL  418, 422; 
Taozcmoc,  Hisi.  if  ex.,  ii.  256.  'Aldea  de  pocas  casas,  que  tenia  vna  torrezilla 
y  teplo.*  Oomara,  Hist,  Mex.,  74. 
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The  following  day"  Cortes  sallied  forth  with  the 
horses,  one  hundred  infantry,  and  seven  hundred 
allies,  partly  to  forage  before  the  enemy  appeared, 
but  also  to  inflict  some  damage,  and  to  show  that 
they  were  as  fresh  as  ever.  "I  burned  five  or  six 
small  villages,"  he  says,  "each  of  about  one  hundred 
families,  and  returned  with  four  hundred  prisoners."^ 
After  being  consoled  with  food  and  beads,  the  cap- 
tives, including  fifteen  taken  during  the  late  battle, 
were  despatched  to  the  camp  of  Xicotencatl,  two 
leagues  oflF,  with  a  letter  to  serve  as  credentials,  and 
a  message  assuring  him  of  the  friendly  intentions  of 
the  Spaniards,  although  they  had  been  obUged  to 
resort  to  severe  measures.  By  no  means  impressed 
either  with  his  defeat  or  with  the  assurances,  Xico- 
tencatl replied  that  peace  would  be  celebrated  at  his 
father's  town  with  a  feast  on  the  Spaniards'  fleshy 
while  their  hearts  and  blood  were  delighting  the 
gods.  They  would  receive  a  more  decisive  answer 
on  the  morrow.  With  this  defiant  message  came  the 
report  that  the  Tlascalan  army,  largely  reinforced, 
was  preparing  to  march  on  and  overwhelm  them. 
"When  we  learned  this,"  says  Bemal  Diaz,  "being 
men,  we  feared  death,  many  of  us;  and  all  made  con- 
fession to  the  Merced  father,  and  the  clergyman  Juan 
Diaz,  who  all  night  remained  present  to  listen  to 
the  penitent;  and  we  commended  ourselves  to  God^ 
praying  that  we  might  not  be  conquered."  Cortes 
appUed  himself  energetically  to  supervise  preparations 
and  give  the  enemy  a  welcome.  A  fresh  supply  of 
arrows,  and  of  Indian  shields  of  plaited  cane  and 
cotton,  were  made,  and  the  arms  and  accoutrements 
inspected.  He  impressed  upon  the  soldiers  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  close  together,  round  the  banner  to 
be  carried  well  aloft  by  Alferez  Corral,  in  order  that 
they  might  not  be  cut  off*.     As  for  the  cavalry  they 

"So  Cort6B  difltinctly  says.  Bemal  Diaz  writes,  however,  that  this  day 
was  devoted  to  rest.    Still,  a  later  obaervation  indicates  that  Cort^  is  right. 

9*/d,  Bemal  Diaz,  Hiet.  Verdad,^  44,  admits  only  twenty  captives,  and 
blames  the  aUies  for  firing  the  villages;  butCort^  is  frank  enough  about  it. 
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were  to  make  repeated  charges,  without  losing  time 
in  delivering  thrusts. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  September  5th  the  Indian 
armj^  could  be  seen  extending  far  over  the  field, 
terrible  in  war-paint,  plumed  helmets,  and  gaudy- 
shields,  with  their  double-edged  flint  swords  and 
many-pointed  lances  gleaming  in  the  sun,  while  the 
air  resounded  with  shrill  yells,  mingling  with  the 
melancholy  tones  of  their  drums  and  the  doleful 
blasts  of  conchs  and  trimipets.'^  It  was  the  larorest 
and  finest  army  yet  seen  by  the  Spaniards,  numbering, 
according  to  Gomara,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
men,  but  according  to  Bernal  Diaz  only  fifty  thousand,* 
in  four  divisions,  representing  Tizatlan,  Ocotelulco, 
Quiahuiztlan,  and  Tepeticpac,  each  distinguished  by  its 
own  banner  and  colors,  the  latter  noticeable  also  in  the 
war-paint  of  the  common  soldier  and  in  the  quilted 
armor  of  the  officers.  Far  in  the  rear,  indicative 
of  hostile  sentiment,  rose  the  standard  of  the  state, 
bearing  a  bird  with  wings  extended.^  Gomara  relates 
that,  confident  of  success,  the  Tlascaltecs  sent  mes- 
sengers to  the  camp  with  three  hundred  turkey-cocks 
and  two  hundred  baskets  of  tamales,  each  of  one 
hundred  arrobas,  so  that  they  might  not  be  taunted 
with  having  fought  starved  men,  or  having  offered 
such  to  the  idols. 

But  this  story,  adopted  by  Herrera,  Clavigero, 
Robertson,  and  nearly  every  other  writer,  implies  a 
generosity  altogether  too  impolitic  for  an  enemy  who 
had  already  suffered  two  severe  defeats.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  Xicotencatl  may  have  sent  small  pres- 


•*  Prescott,  Mex.f  438-42,  gives  a  pretty  description  of  the  army,  but  is  so 
carried  away  that  he  dons  it  with  helmets  glittering  with  gold  and  precious 
stones,  etc. ;  and  this  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  chroniclers  to  exhibit  the 
Tlascaltecs  as  very  poor  in  anything  but  rude  comforts. 

'*  Under  five  captains,  to  whom  ne  applies  the  names  of  the  four  lords,  as 
he  imderstands  them,  and  of  the  ruler  of  Huexotzinco.  Hist.  Verdad,,  45; 
Oomara,  Hist,  Mex.,  75.  149,000  men,  says  Cort^,  in  his  second  letter,  62, 
but  this  exactness  is  probably  due  to  a  printer's  mistake. 

'^  For  colors  and  banners,  and  how  carried,  see  Native  Haces,  ii.  411~12» 
and  Torquemada,  L  436. 
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ents  of  food  in  order  to  obtain  an  opportunity  for  his 
spies  to  examine  the  camp.* 

The  Indians  advanced  in  several  columns  up  the 
sides  of  the  hill,  and,  despite  the  resistance  offered, 
pressed  onward  into  the  very  camp,  but  were  soon 
obliged  to  yield  before  murderous  bullets  and  cutting 
blades.  Cortds  allowed  the  Indians  to  become  tired 
and  discouraged  with  repeated  charges,  and  then  with 
a  ringing  "Santiago I"  the  Spaniards,  followed  by  the 
allies,  sallied  forth,^  driving  them  in  confusion  to  the 

{)lain,  where  the  cavalry  followed  up  the  advantage, 
eaving  bloody  paths  in  all  directions.  Checked  and 
reinforced  by  the  reserve,  the  enemy  turned  with 
fresh  courage  on  their  pursuers.  The  shock  was  over- 
whelming. The  tired  Castilians  yielded;  their  ranks 
were  broken,  and  all  seemed  lost.  Even  Cortes  was 
seized  with  a  terrible  misgiving,  but  it  was  only  for 
a  moment.  Leading  the  cavalry  to  the  rescue,  he 
raised  his  voice  above  the  din  of  battle,  and  called 
on  all  to  rally.  Nerved  by  his  words  and  deeds,  the 
men  phed  lustily  their  swords,  and,  driving  back  the 
enemy,  formed  anew.  "So  ably  and  valiantly  fought 
the  horsemen,"  writes  Bemal  Diaz,  "that  next  to 
God  who  protected  us,  they  proved  oiur  strength." 
Following  up  their  advantage,  the  Spaniards  hewed 
down  the  enemy  in  great  numbers. 

Victory  might  yet  have  turned  against  them  but 
for  a  quarrel  between  Xicotencatl  and  another  cap- 

"  He  was  detected  in  thia  trick  afterward.  '  Lo  qnal  fae  gran  refrigerio 
y  aocorro  para  la  necesidad  qne  tenian.*  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  76.  Oyiedo 
increases  tne  gift  to  700  baskets,  iii.  495.  Gomara  proceeds  to  relate  that  in 
sign  of  contempt  for  the  small  nnmber  of  the  enemy,  whom  it  conld  be  no 
honor  for  his  large  army  to  overcome,  Xicotencatl  detached  2000  warriors — 
200  says  Oviedo — to  seize  and  bring  him  the  strangers  bound.  They  at- 
tacked, and  were  routed  with  an  almost  total  destmction  of  their  nnmber. 
'No  escapo  hombre  dellos,  sino  los  q  acertaron  el  passo  de  la  barranca. '  loc. 
dt  76. 

**  Bemal  Diaz  states  that  they  did  not  wait  for  the  enemy  to  attack,  bnt 
marched  forth  and  met  them  one  eighth  of  a  league  from  camp.  Iliat.  Verdad. , 
45.  Bat  Cortes  says  distinctly,  'Otro  dia  en  amaneciendo  <mn  sobre  nnestro 
real  mas  de  ciento  y  cnarenta  y  nneve  mil  hombres.  *  Cartae,  62.  Gomaia  and 
Herrera  also  allow  Indians  to  attack  the  camp  first.  Cort^  is  too  fond  of 
announcing  when  he  takes  the  initiatiye  to  have  failed  to  say  so  had  he  done 
it  in  this  ca«e. 

Hut.  ICsx.,  Vol.  I.   U 
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tain,^  one  accusing  the  other  of  mismanaging  the  kte 
battle.  The  latter  not  only  challenged  the  other,  it 
seems,  but  withdrew  his  troops,  and  induced  another 
division  to  follow  him.*^  Thus  left  with  only  half  his 
army,  and  that  shattered  and  discouraged,  Xicotencatl 
retired  before  the  handful  on  whom  his  every  effort 
seemed  to  have  made  no  impression.  He  retreated 
in  good  order,  carrying  oflF  most  of  the  dead,  for  the 
opponents  were  too  exhausted  to  pursue.  Indeed,  all 
the  horses  were  wounded,  and  fully  sixty  men,  of 
whom  it  appears  several  must  have  died  soon  after^ 
though  Cortes  admits  of  no  dead,  and  Bemal  D'ibz 
of  only  one.*^ 

^ '  Son  of  Chichimeclatecle,'  aays  Bemal  Diaz,  a  name  which  should  read 
Chichimeca-tecnhtli 

*^  That  of  Gnaxolcingo — meaoiiup  Hnezotzmoo.  Bemal  Dka,  HUL  Vtr^ 
da4,t  45.  That  of  Tlehuexolotzin.  Clavigero,  Storia  Mesa,,  iii.  46.  Solia  ex- 
aggerates this  into  an  actual  battle  between  the  leaders  and  their  followers. 
Hist.  Mex.f  i.  255-^.  Herrera  intimates  that  a  secret  arrangement  had  been 
formed  between  Cort^  and  the  seceding  captain,  the  latter  appearing  with 
his  officers  at  the  camp,  the  eyening  after  the  preyions  battle,  and,  declanng 
himself  oonyinoed  that  the  Spaniards  were  inyincible,  offered  not  onW  to 
remain  neutral,  bnt  to  aid  them  in  entering  Tlaacala.  Cort^  agreed.  When 
the  captain  returned  to  Xiootencatl's  camp  he  was  so  badly  beaten  that  he 
came  bock  to  Cort^  for  medical  treatment.  Certain  signs  were  to  be  worn,  so 
that  the  Spaniards  might  respect  the  neutral  troops,  dec  it  lib.  vi.  cap.  vi. 
He  also  relates  that  one  Tlascaltec  maintained  himself  so  long  and  braTely 
against  two  Spanish  soldiers  that  Ldres,  the  smith,  rushed  up,  cried  shame 
upon  the  twain,  and  lanced  the  warrior.  Id.y  cap.  vii. 

*^  This  soldier  himself  receiyed  two  wounds,  which  did  not  preyent  him  from 
fighting,  however.  '  Nos  mataron  vn  soldado, '  he  says,  and  a  few  lines  further 
down,  '  y  enterramos  los  muertos ....  porque  no  yiessen  los  Indios  one  enmos 
mortales. '  Hist,  Verdad, ,  45.  Thus  even  the  '  TVue  Historian  *  reyeals  the  com- 
mon weakness.  Hazart,  Kircken-Otschkhte,  ii.  512-14;  West-Indische  Spieghd, 
224-35;  Franek,  WeUbucf^  < 
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ENTRY   INTO   TLASCALA, 

SSFTXMBBE,   1510. 

Hativb  Chiefs  Sjent  as  Envotb  to  thx  Tlasgalak  OAPrrAXr— Theib  Favos- 

ABLB  ReCBFTIOIT — ^XlCX)TBNGATL  PlaNS  ReSISTAKCS  TO  GOBT^S— SbNDB 

OUT  Sfdes — CoBTita  Seitds  them  back  Mutilatbd— The  Spaniakdb 
Attack  Ain>  Defeat  Xicotengatl — Night  ENCoxnrrEBS— Genekai. 
Dissatisfaction  and  a  Desibe  to  Retttbn  to  Villa  Riga — Envoys 

AbBIVB  FEOM   MONTEZITICA  —  COBT^  RECEIVES  XlOOTENGATL  AND  TBB 

Tlasgalan  Lobds — Peace  Conclxtded — Tlasgala — Festivities  and 
Bbjoicinos — Mass  Celebbated — Cobt^  Inclined  to  Extbehe  Re- 
ligious Zeal — Bkides  Pbbsented  to  the  Spaniabds— Afpbopbiatb 
Cebexonies — Pbefabing  to  Leave  Tlasgala  fob  Cholula — Goic- 
munigations  with  the  Cholultecs. 

In  the  late  battle  thre%  chiefs  had  been  captured^ 
and  they  together  with  two  others  were  sent,  this 
time  to  the  Tlascalan  capital  direct,  to  carry  an  offer 
of  peace,  and  to  explain  that  the  Spaniards  would 
not  have  harmed  their  warriors  had  they  not  been 
obhged  to  do  so.  If  peace  was  still  declined  they 
would  come  and  destroy  them  all.  Meanwhile  Cortds 
set  out  on  another  foraging  and  raiding  expedition, 
and  "burned  more  than  ten  towns,  one  exceeding 
three  thousand  houses,"  retiring  by  the  early  after- 
noon, when  the  Indians  began  to  gather  in  aid  of  the 
raided  neighbors.^ 

Tired  of  the  fruitless  fighting,  attended  with  loss 
of  life  and  property  only  to  themselves  as  it  ap- 
peared, the  peace  party  in  Tlascala  had  been  gaining 
the  ascendancy,  with  the  eflEbrts  of  Maxixcatzin,  sup- 

'  CorUSf  CartaSj  02-3.  Acoordiiig  to  Goman  the  Indiaiui  pnrsned  to  the 
▼err  cftinp,  where  they  were  defeAtM  with  great  slanghter,  alter  fiye  hoonT 
ficbtinff.   HiH,  Mex,^  76-7. 
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ported  as  he  now  was  by  the  powerful  factions  which 
had  quarrelled  with  the  general.  When  the  peace 
messengers  of  Cortes  arrived  they  were  therefore 
received  with  favor.  His  previous  friendly  oflFers 
were  considered,  also  his  kind  treatment  of  captives, 
so  unusual  with  the  natives,  and  the  oracles  and  signs 
of  a  coming  race  of  rulers.  Whether  gods  or  men, 
they  were  evidently  invincible,  and  the  friendship 
and  alliance  held  out  by  them  must  be  desirable,  and 
ought  to  be  secured  before  the  strangers,  embittered 
by  further  resistance,  should  pass  on  to  join  their 
enemies.  An  embassy,  headed  by  Costomatl  and 
Tolinpanecatl,*  was  accordingly  despatched  with  pro- 
visions and  some  other  trifling  gifts  to  open  negotia- 
tions for  peace.  Humbly  these  men  appeared  before 
Cortes,  expressing  the  sorrow  of  the  lords  for  the 
hostility  shown,  and  their  desire  for  peace.    With  a 

grave  reproval  for  their  obstinacy,  Cortds  said  that 
e  would  admit  their  apology,  and  the  envoys  de- 
parted, after  leaving  beside  the  other  gifts  a  number 
of  male  and  female  slaves?* 

Smarting  under  the  disgrace  of  his  defeats,  Xico- 
tencatl  had  meanwhile  been  laying  plans  to  retrieve 
himself  Among  other  counsellors  he  had  summoned 
diviners  to  his  aid,  and  they,  calling  to  mind  the 
assumption  that  the  Spaniards  were  children  of  the 
■  sun,  declared  that  as  such  the  new-comers  were  in- 
vincible only  when  animated  by  its  beams,  and  at 
night,  when  deprived  of  this  invigorating  power,  they 
became  mortals,  who  must  bow  to  superior  force. 
Knowing  the  strength  of  the  party  opposed  to  him 
in  the  Tlascalan  capital,  he  does  not  appear  to  have 
submitted  his  projectiS  there,  but  to  have  ventured 
upon  detaining  the  envoys  as  they  were  returning 

'  Camargo,  Hist.  Tlax. ,  146.  Drnim  giyes  a  short  speech,  delivered  in  the 
council-chamber.  Hist.  Ind.y  MS.,  ii.  422-3. 

*Cort^  places  the  arrival  of  this  embassy  on  the  day  following  the 
raiding  of  the  ten  towns,  Cartas,  63 ;  but  Bernal  Diaz  at  a  later  date.  He 
makes  the  envoys  four  in  number,  and  allows  them,  in  retaining,  to  instruct 
tiie  neighboring  settlements  to  furnish  supplies  to  the  Spaniards,  all  of  which 
XTcotencatl  prevents.  Hitt.  Verdad.,  47-8, 60,  55. 
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from  the  Spanish  caxap  until  the  result  of  his  plans 
should  have  been  ascertained;  and  this  in  face  of  the 
command  to  desist  from  hostihty.*  In  order  to  make 
everything  as  sure  as  possible  for  the  intended  blow, 
Xicotencatl  sent  fifty  Indians  to  the  camp,  with  in- 
structions to  gather  information  concerning  the  ap- 
proaches, the  condition  of  the  soldiers,  and  other 
points.  They  appeared  before  Cortds  with  the  usual 
demonstrations  of  respect,  and,  placing  before  him 
five  female  slaves,  a  quantity  of  food,  and  other  pres- 
ents, they  said :  "  Lord,  behold  these  slaves  1  If  you  are 
fierce  gods,  eat  their  flesh  and  blood,  and  more  shall 
be  brought;  if  gentle  gods,  take  these  feathers  and 
incense;  if  men,  here  are -fowl,  bread,  and  fruit." 
Cortes  answered  that  they  required  no  sacrifices  of 
men.  Had  they  desired  such  they  could  have  taken 
by  force  all  the  victims  needed.  He  rebuked  their  ob- 
stinacy and  advised  submission.*^  "^^^7  ^®^®  ^^^^^  taken 
aside  to  receive  the  hospitalities  of  the  camp,  after 
which  they  dispersed  to  satisfy  their  curiosity,  and  to 
question  the  aUies.  This-  aroused  the  suspicions  of 
Teuch,  the  Cempoalan  chief,  who  warned  the  general. 
Seizing  the  men  he  examined  them  singly,  and  soon 
ascertained  that  their  object  was  not  only  to  spy, 
but  to  fire  the  huts,  and  otherwise  to  aid  the  attack 
which  would  be  made  upon  the  camp  that  very  night. 
Finding  that  his  friendly  advances  had  been  scorned, 
Cortes   resolved  to   inflict  a  lesson  that  would  be 

*  Bemal  Diaz  aastiines  that  the  lords  consult  the  diyiners,  and  allow  a  night 
attack  to  be  made;  but  then  he  describes  two  night  attacks,  while  Cortes  and 
others  distinctly  allow  only  one,  and  he  forgets  his  former  admission  that, 
in  addition  to  the  peace  party,  half  the  army  had  actually  abandoned  Xico- 
tencatl. It  is  after  this  first  night  attack,  ignored  by  other  writers,  that  the 
senate  send  in  their  submission,  and  order  Xicotencatl  to  desist  from  hostilities. 
He  refuses  to  obey,  and  detains  the  envoys  on  tiieir  way  to  the  Spaniards, 
whereupon  bis  officers  are  ordered  to  desert  him.  Finally  he  repents  and  is 
forgiven.  Bist.  Verdcui.<,  46-7.  The  detention  of  the  envoys  must  be  placed 
on  their  return  from  the  Spanish  camp,  for  Cort^  distinctly  states  that  the 
peace  proposals  from  the  lords  arrived  before  the  night  attack. 

^  According  to  Gomara,  Cort^  announces  that  his  men  are  mortal  lika 
themselves,  which  is  not  very  likely.  Hist.  Mex,,  77.  Bemal  Diaz  calls  the 
slaves  four  old  hags,  and  allows  the  Indians  to  act  in  rather  an  insulting 
manner,  and  without  tendering  the  usual  courtesies,  which  is  also  unlikely; 
when  we  consider  that  they  hM  an  object  to  gain.  HisL  Verdad.,  49. 
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understood  by  a  people  so  deeply  intent  upon  war  and 
sacrifices.  This  was  to  cut  off  the  hands  of  the  leading 
spies,  and  the  thumbs  of  others,  and  to  send  them 
back  with  the  message  that  this  would  be  the  punish- 
ment of  spies,  and  that  the  Spaniards  were  prepared, 
ni^t  or  day,  to  face  their  enemies.* 

Fearing  the  confusion  and  danger  of  a  night  at- 
tack, when  the  artillery  and  other  means  would  be 
less  effective,  Cortes  resolved  to  anticipate  the  enemy 
by  a  counter  charge,  wherein  the  cavalry  might 
render  particular  service.  Learning  that  Xicotencatl 
was  hidden  with  ten  thousand  or  twenty  thousand 
men  behind  a  hill  not  far  off,  Cortes  did  not  despatch 
the  mutilated  spies  till  after  dusk,  in  order  to  let  him 
approach  nearer  to  camp.''  When  his  messengers  re- 
turned to  Xicotencatl  and  displayed  their  bleeding 
stumps,  the  general  was  troubled,  and  throughout  his 
army  there  was  consternation,  and  numbers  of  war- 
riors declared  openly  that  it  was  useless  to  fight  men 
who  not  only  appeared  to  be  invincible,  but  who  could 
read  their  very  intentions.     While  in  this  state  of 

* '  Ii08  mandd  tomar  &  todo0  cmcuenfca  y  cortarles  las  manos,'  says  CorUa, 
Cartas,  63 ;  but  the  phrase  may  be  loose,  for  Bemal  Diaz  specifies  only  seyen- 
teen  as  sent  back  with  hands  or  thumbs  cut  off.  HiiL  verdad.,  49.  'El 
marques  les  hizo  &  alaronos  de  elloscontar  {sic  pro  cortar)  las  manos. '  Tapia,  ReL, 
in  Icazbalcetaj  Col.  Doc.y  ii.  670.  '  Msndb  cortar  las  manos  a  siete  dellos,  y  a 
slgunos  los  dedos  pulgares  muy  contra  su  voluntad.*  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  vl 
cap.  yiii.  Gomara  p&ces  this  occurrence  on  tiie  6th  of  September,  but  it  is 
most  likely  later,  and  makes  the  spies  a  different  party  from  those  brining 
tfie  slaves  and  feathers,  who  arrive  on  the  preceding  dav.  Hist.  Mex,,  77-8. 
Bemal  Diaz  accounts  for  this  difference  by  stating  that  the  party  had  been  in 
camp  since  the  previous  day.  Robertson  reverses  the  order  by  assuming  that 
mutilation  of  the  spies  so  perplexes  the  Indians  that  they  send  the  men  with 
the  slaves  snd  feathers  to  ask  whether  they  are  fierce  or  gentle  gods,  or  men. 
He  does  not  understand  why  so  many  as  50  spies  should  have  Men  sent,  but 
had  he  read  Cort^'  letter  more  closely,  he  would  have  divined  the  reason, 
that  they  intended  to  fire  the  camp,  and  otherwise  aid  in  the  attack.  He 
stigmatizes  as  barbarous  the  mutilation,  Hist,  ^m.,  ii.  42,  451,  but  forgets,  in 
doing  so,  that  the  Spanish  conquerors  belonged  to  an  affe  when  such  deeds 
were  little  thought  of.  Spies  even  now  suffer  death,  and  the  above  punish- 
ment may  therefore  be  regarded  as  comparativelv  lenient,  particularly  by  a 
people  who  daily  tore  out  the  heart  from  living  victims.  The  mutinous  pUot 
of  Villa  Rica  had  his  life  spared,  but  lost  his  feet.  Cortte,  as  the  cajytain  of 
a  small  band,  was  obliged  to  conform  to  his  age  and  surroundings  in  the 
measures  taken  for  its  safety. 

^ '  En  yendo  so  las  espias,  vieron  de  nuestro  real  como  atrauessaoa  por  vn 
cerro  grandissima  muchedumbre  de  gente,  y  era  la  que  traya  XicotencatL* 
Qomara,  Hist,  i/ex.,  79. 
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demoralization  they  were  startled  by  the  jingling 
of  bells  and  the  tramp  of  the  dreaded  horses,  magni- 
fied by  their  fears  ana  by  the  weird  moonlight  into  a 
host.  The  next  moment  the  Spaniards  announced 
their  presence  by  a  ringing  "  Santiago  1"  and,  unde- 
terred by  the  few  stray  and  feeble  volleys  of  stones  and 
arrows  sent  against  them,  they  rode  into  the  crowds 
of  natives  already  in  full  flight,  slashing  and  riding 
down  in  all  directions.' 

After  this  lesson  Xicotencatl  appears  to  have 
made  no  further  attempts  to  molest  the  Spaniards, 
although  small  skirmishing  parties,  chiefly  Otomfs, 
continued  to  hover  round  the  camp  and  give  the 
soldiers  opportunities  for  sallies.  Gomara  magnifies 
these  skirmishes  into  daily  attacks  on  the  camp  by 
the  army,  whose  divisions  take  turns  so  as  not  to 
embarrass  one  another.  This  caused  them  to  fight 
better,  partly  from  a  spirit  of  rivalry  to  surpass  the 
preceding  record.  The  ambition  of  the  natives  was 
to  kill  one  Spaniard  at  least,  but  the  object  was 
never  attained,  so  far  as  they  knew.  This  continued 
for  a  fortnight,  and  daily  came  also  messengers  with 
food  to  sustain  the  strangers.' 

^CorUs,  Cartas,  63-4;  Oamara,  Hist.  Afex,,  78-9;  Tapia,  Rd.,  in  leaz- 
balceta,  CoL  Doc, ,  ii  569 ;  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  vi  cap.  viii.  Bemal  Di&z  de- 
«cribeB  a  night  attack  with  10,000  warriors,  made  a  few  days  before,  in  whidi 
the  Spaniaras  driye  back  the  Indians  and  pursue  them,  capturing  four,  while 
the  morning  revealed  twenty  corpses  still  upon  the  plain.  Two  of  the  diviners 
appeal  to  have  been  sacrificed  for  their  bad  advice.  He  now  reappears  with 
20,000  men,  but  on  meeting  the  mutilated  spies  he  becomes  disheartened,  and 
turns  back  without  attempting  a  blow.  Hist,  Verdad.,  46,  49-50.  He  is  the 
only  authority  for  two  nigbt  expeditions.  Having  already  been  defeated  in 
<me  night  attack,  Xicotencatl  would  be  less  likely  to  attempt  a  second,  particu- 
larly since  nocturnal  movements  were  contrary  to  Indian  modes  of  warfare. 
Cort^  distinctly  intimates  that  the  present  occasion  was  the  first  attempt  at  a 
night  raid.  Ixtlilxochitl,  Hist.  Chick.,  291. 

'  He  b^pns  to  suspect  that  their  object  may  also  have  been  to  spy.  Gort^ 
was  suffering  from  fever  at  this  time,  and  one  night  he  took  plLls,  a  course 
which  amonff  the  Spaniards  involved  the  strictest  care  and  seclusion  from 
aflBurs.  Eanv  in  the  morning  three  large  bodies  of  Indians  appMkred,  and 
regardless  of  his  pills  Cortes  headed  the  troops,  fighting  all  day.  The  follow- 
ing morning,  strange  to  say,  the  medicine  operated  as  if  no  second  day  had 
intervened.  '  No  to  cueto  por  milagro,  sino  por  dezir  lo  que  paaso,  y  que 
Cortes  era  muy  sufridor  de  trabajos  y  males.'  (Tomaro,  Hist.  Mex.,  80.  But 
Sandoval  assumes  *  que  sin  duda  fue  milaffro.'  Hiat,  Carlos  F.,  i.  173.  Soils 
Applies  this  story  to  the  night  attack,  whi^  seems  plausible,  and  smiles  phil* 
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In  order  to  further  impress  upon  the  Indians  that 
fighting  by  night  was  quite  congenial  to  the  Span- 
iards, Cortes  set  out  one  midnight  to  raid  and  forage 
in  the  direction  of  a  large  town  called  Tzompant- 
zinco,  which  could  be  distinguished  beyond  a  range- 
of  hills,  toward  the  capital.*^  The  soldiers  had  not 
gone  far  before  one  horse  after  another  began  to 
tremble  and  fall,  including  the  general's.  This  was 
regarded  a  bad  omen,  and  the  men  urged  a  re- 
turn, but  Cortds  laughed  it  off,  sent  back  five  horses^ 
and  proceeded  with  the  rest,  declaring  that  God,  in 
whose  cause  they  were  engaged,  was  superior  to 
nature."  Two  small  villages  were  surprised,  with 
some  slaughter,  and  shortly  before  dawn  the  Span- 
iards fell  upon  the  large  town,  containing  twenty 
thousand  houses,  it  is  said.  Frightened  out  of  their 
senses  by  the  noise,  the  people  rushed  from  the 
dwellings  to  join  in  the  crowd  which  sought  to 
elude  the  pursuers.  Finding  that  no  resistance  was. 
attempted,  Cortes  speedily  stopped  the  attack,  and 
collecting  his  men  in  the  plaza  he  forbade  any  at- 
tempt on  life  or  property.  The  chiefs  and  priests 
presently  appeared  with  gifts  of  food  and  two  female 
slaves,  pleading  that  the  proximity  of  Xicotencatl's 
army  had  prevented  them  from  sending  in  their  sub- 
mission. They  would  henceforth  prove  their  gratitude 
for  his  leniency  by  sending  supplies  to  the  camp. 
Cortes  accepted  their  excuses,  and  told  them  to  pro- 

osophically  at  Sandovars  conclusion.  Hist,  Mex.,  i.  271;  IxtlUxoehUl,  HitL 
Chick. ,  291;  Clavigero,  Storia  Mess. ,  ill.  47-8.  '  Tenia  calenturaA,  5  tercianas.*' 
Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.y  47.  Some  place  the  story  with  the  later  capture 
of  Tzompantzinco,  where  it  is  entirely  out  of  place,  if  indeed  worth  record- 
ing at  all,  for  this  expedition  was  a  voluntaiy  project,  calling  for  no  sick 
men  to  venture  out  Duran  relates  that,  tired  of  being  besieged,  Cort^  one- 
night  made  a  sally  in  different  directions.  One  party  surprised  all  the  native 
leaders  together  and  asleep,  and  brought  them  to  camp,  in  the  morning  they 
were  sent  hack  to  the  army,  which  had  awakened  to  find  them  missin^^.  In. 
recognition  of  their  kind  treatment  the  chiefs  raised  the  siege.  This  is  told 
on  the  authority  of  an  eye-witness,  who  evidently  reserved  his  choicest  stories 
for  Padre  Duran.  Hist.  Ind.,  MS.,  ii  41»-20. 

^®  Bemal  Diaz  places  it  one  league  from  the  camp,  and  Tapia  four  leagues. 
Ixtlilxochitl  calls  it  Tzimpantzinco ;  others  vary. 

"  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  80.  Tapia  allows  the  horses  to  overcome  their 
attack  and  proceed.    It  appears  to  have  been  due  to  the  cold  night  winds. 
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ceed  to  Tlascala  to  urge  upon  the  lords  the  necessity 
for  accepting  peace.  Before  returning,  Cortes  as- 
cended a  hill,  and  thence  saw  the  capital,  with  its 
surrounding  villages.  "  Behold,"  he  said  to  those  who 
had  objected  t6  his  leniency  with  the  towns,  "what 
boots  it  to  have  killed  these  people,  when  so  many 
enemies  exist  over  there?"" 

Although  left  in  comparative  peace  for  some  days, 
the  end  of  the  campaign  seemed  to  the  Spaniards  as 
remote  as  ever.  The  harass  and  hardship  of  their 
life,  the  vigils,  the  cold  nights,  the  scanty  supplies, 
the  absence  of  salt,  medicine,  and  many  other  neces- 
saries, all  this  was  severely  felt,  particularly  since 
so  large  a  number  were  either  sick  or  wounded,  in- 
cluding Cortes  and  Padre  Olmedo.^^  The  ailments 
and  wounds  were  as  a  rule  slight,  yet  they  helped 
to  magnify  dangers,  and  to  dim  every  cheerful  aspect. 
The  very  cessation  of  regular  hostile  demonstrations 

"  Gamara,  Hist.  Mex.,  80-1.  According  to  Herrera,  Alcalde  Mayor  Grado 
counselled  Cort^,  on  seeing  this  populous  country,  to  return  to  Villa  Eica  and 
send  to  Velazauez  for  aid.  Deeply  ^eved  at  such  advice,  the  general  re- 
marked that  tne  very  stones  would  nse  against  them  if  they  retreated,  dec. 
ii.  lib.  Yi.  cap.  viii. ;  Carina,  Cartas,  64-5.  Bemal  Diaz  places  this  raid  before 
the  final  nignt  attack.  Hist,  Verdad,,  47;  Tapia,  Bet,,  in  Icazbalceta,  Col, 
Doc.,  ii.  668-9. 

"  *  Nos  Timoa  todos  heridos  &  doe,  y  &  tres  heridos,  y  muy  cansados,  y  otros 
dolientes . . . .  y  faltauan ya sobre  cincuenta y  cinco  soldados  oue  se  auian  muerto 
en  las  batallaB,  y  dolencias,  y  f  rios,  y  estauan  dolientes  otros  aoze.  *  Bemal  Diaz, 
46.  Frescott,  i.  458,  is  careless  enough  to  accept  this  verbally,  but  the  run  of 
the  text  here  and  elsewhere  indicates  that  the  sentence  is  rather  figurative. 
The  last  four  words,  *  twelve  others  were  on  the  sick-bed,'  indicate  that  only 
three  per  cent,  were  laid  low,  and  that  the  general  health  and  condition  must 
^erefore  have  been  tolerably  ffood.  This  also  indicates  that  the  55  missing 
soldiers  could  not  have  died  smce  they  left  Vera  Cruz,  as  certain  writers  as- 
sume. The  only  obstacles  under  which  the  soldiers  could  have  succumbed 
in  any  number  were  the  several  battles  with  the  Tlascaltecs,  wherein  the  total 
number  of  the  wounded  nowhere  foots  up  to  more  than  100.  Of  these  50 
per  cent,  could  not  have  died,  to  judge  from  the  warfare  engaged  in,  and 
nx>m  the  very  few,  a  couple  at  the  most,  it  is  said,  who  fell  on  the  field.  Nor 
could  diseases  have  killed  many  during  a  month's  march  through  a  fine  and 
fertile  coun^,  for  the  passace  of  theCofre  de  Perote  did  not  affect  Uie  Spaniards 
seriously.  Uence  it  must  be  assumed  that  the  55  dead  include  the  35  who 
feu  out  of  the  ranks  ere  the  army  reached  Villa  Rica.  This  leaves,  say,  fifteen 
casualties  for  the  present  expedition  since  it  left  Villa  Rica,  and  that  appears 
to  be  a  fair  proportion.  The  only  one  who  rightly  interprets  Bemal  Diaz  on 
this  point  appears  to  be  Torquemada,  who  says,  '  desde  que  salieron  de  Cuba, 
ae  avian  muerto  cinquenta  y  cinco  Castellanos.*  i.  428.  The  old  soldier  con- 
firms the  interpretation  by  stating  in  more  than  one  place  that  the  Spaniards 
numbered  450,  or  nearly  so,  on  entering  Mexico  City,  ubi  sup.,  65,  109. 
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eeemed  to  cover  a  plot  for  a  new  Tlascalan  combi* 
nation.  If  this  people  could  exhibit  such  armies 
and  such  valor,  what  must  be  expected  from  the  far 
more  numerous  and  equally  warhke  Aztecs?  These 
views  owed  not  a  Uttle  of  their  acceptance  to  the 
fears  and  exaggeration  of  the  Indian  allies,  and 
through  their  medium  the  prospect  of  reaching  the 
impregnable  Mexico  began  to  appear  preposterous. 
Cortds  was  aware  that  this  feeling  existed  among  a 
large  number,  for  in  making  his  customary  tour  of  the 
camp  one  evening  he  had  overheard  a  party  of  soldiers 
express  themselves  pretty  strongly  about  the  madness 
of  his  enterprise.  It  would  happen  to  him  as  to  Pedro 
Carbonero,  who  ventured  with  his  force  among  the 
Moors  and  was  never  heard  of  again.  The  general 
should  be  left  to  go  alone. 

The  murmurs  in  camp  grew  particularly  strong 
during  the  raid  on  Tzompantzinco,  promoted  of  course 
by  Velazquez'  men;  and  when  Cortes  returned,  a 
deputation  of  seven,  whom  Bernal  Diaz  forbears  to 
name,  appeared  before  him  to  recommend  that,  in 
view  of  the  suffering,  the  danger,  and  the  dark  pros- 
pects, they  should  return*  to  Villa  Rica,  build  a  vessel, 
and  send  to  Cuba  for  reinforcements.  They  were 
only  tempting  providence  by  their  foolhardy  course. 
Finding  that  arguments  would  be  lost  on  these 
men,  Cortes  had  caused  his  adherents  to  rally,  and 
turning  to  them  he  recalled  the  determination  formed 
at  Villa  Rica  to  advance  on  Mexico,  and  extolled  their 
valorous  deeds,  which  dimmed  even  the  Greek  and 
Roman  records.  He  was  suffering  equally  with  them, 
vet  he  wavered  not.  Should  they,  the  brave  Spaniards, 
belie  their  character  and  country,  and  desert  their 
duty  to  their  king,  to  their  God,  who  had  protected 
them  hitherto?  To  retreat  now  would  be  to  abandon 
the  treasures  to  be  found  only  a  few  leagues  off,  the 
reward  for  which  they  had  striven  during  a  whole 
year,  and  to  draw  upon  themselves  the  contempt  not 
only  of  their  countrymen,  who  at  present  looked  on 
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theiQ  as  the  bravest  of  the  brave,  but  that  of  the 
natives,  who  regarded  them  as  gods.    The  Tlascaltecs 
had  ab'eady  sued  for  peace,  but  let  the  Spaniards 
/  take  one  step  in  retreat,  and  the  enemy  would  turn 

with  renewed  ardor  on  them,  joined  by  the  Mexi- 
cans, so  far  held  in  check  by  their  fame  and  deeds. 
Even  the  allies  would  for  tiieir  own  safety  join  to 
crush  them.  To  retire  was  impossible,  because  it 
would  be  fatal.  In  any  case,  death  was  preferable 
to  dishonor.  The  usual  marks  of  approval  which 
followed  the  speech  silenced  the  deputation,  and  noth- 
ing more  was  heard  about  retreat." 

Great  was  the  sensation  in  Mexico  at  the  successive 
reports  of  easy  Spanish  victories  over  the  stanch 
armies  of  Tlascala  —  victories  by  an  insignificant 
band  over  armies  which  had  successfully  resisted  the 
vast  forces  of  the  Andhuac  allies.  Since  it  was  only 
too  evident  that  force  could  not  keep  the  strangers 
from  reaching  the  capital,  Montezuma  again  eddied 
his  council  to  consider  the  situation.  Cuitlahuatzin 
proposed  that  they  should  be  bought  off  with  pres- 
ents, while  Cacama  represented  that  their  mission 
was  probably  harmless,  and  that  they  should  be 
frankly  invited  to  the  city,  there  to  be  awed  with  the 
grandeur  of  the  monarch.  Others  favored  this  course, 
but  with  the  idea  of  laying  traps  for  the  strangers. 
The  fear  of  their  being  warned  and  aided  by  Ixtlil- 
xochitl,  the  rebellious  brother  of  Cacama,  caused 
Montezuma  to  incline  to  the  advice  of  Cuitlahuatzin; 
and  six  prominent  lords,  headed  by  Atempanecatl,"^ 

^*  Gomara  ^Tes  a  long  speech,  and  intimates  that  it  was  delivered  before 
a  regular  meeting.  Hiat,  Mex.,  81-3;  CorUe,  Cartas,  65;  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib. 
TL  cap.  iz.;  Torquemadaf  i.  428-9;  TapiOy  Bel.,  in  Icazbalceia,  Col.  Doc.,  ii. 
571.  Bemal  Diaz  addresses  the  speech  to  the  committee,  and  states  that 
Cort^  on  finding  them  still  unconvinced,  abandoned  the  gentle  tone  he  had 
used,  and  exclaimed  with  some  asperity  that  it  was  better  to  die  like  brave 
men  than  to  live  dishonored.  The  men  being  appealed  to  upheld  him,  and 
declared  that  they  wonld  listen  to  no  contrary  talk.  Hist.Verdad.,  48-9; 
SoUs,  Hut.  Mex.,  i.  25^-63. 

i^Snmamed  Tlachjpanqnizqin,  it  seems.    JxUilxochUl,  Hut.  Chick.,  292; 
Veytia,  Hua.  ArU.  M^.,  iii.  380.    Bemal  Diaz  calls  them  five  leading  men. 
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were  accordingly  despatched  to  the  Spanish  camp 
to  congratulate  the  white  chieftain  on  his  victories, 
and  to  offer  annual  tribute  in  gold,  silver,  jewels, 
cloth — ^in  fact,  to  do  almost  anything  that  his  king 
might  desire,  on  the  condition  that  he  should  not 
proceed  to  Mexico.  The  envoys  entered  the  pres- 
ence of  Cortds  followed  by  two  hundred  attendants, 
and  laying  before  him  a  present  of  twenty  bales  of 
embroidered  cloth  and  feathers,  and  about  one  thou- 
sand castellanos  in  gold-dust,  they  delivered  their 
message.**  They  explained  that  their  monarch  would 
gladly  see  him  in  Mexico,  but  feared  to  expose  the 
Spaniards  to  the  hardships  of  the  rough  and  sterile 
country  wherein  Mexico  was  situated.  Cortds  ex- 
pressed his  thanks,  and  said  that  he  would  consider 
the  proposal." 

While  entertaining  the  Mexican  envoys  the  camp 
was  stirred  bv  the  announcement  of  the  Tlascalan 
plenipotentiaries,  consisting  of  fifty  leading  men, 
headed  by  Axayacatzin  Xicotencatl  himself"  The 
soldiers  crowded  forward  to  gaze  at  the  dreaded  gen- 
eral, who  appeared  to  be  a  man  of  about  thirty-five 
years,  tall  and  broad-shouldered,  well  formed  and 
robust,  with  broad,  rough  face,  grave  in  manner  and 
commanding  in  presence,  though  he  came  a  suppliant- 
He  had  used  every  means  as  a  noble  patriot  to  save 

^"Nearly  evexy  writer  states  that  Montezuma  acknowledged  himself  the 
vassal  of  the  Spanish  king,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  he  stooped  so  low  before 
a  distant  enemy.  Gomara,  Hist,  Mex,,  79,  caUs  the  present  1000  ropas  and 
1000  castellanos  de  oro,  and  Cort^  says  pesos  de  oro,  which  doubtless  means 
dust;  but  Bemal  Diaz  terms  the  latter  gold  jewels  worth  that  amount. 
Prescott  confounds  these  presents  with  a  later  gift,  and  assumes  without  good 
authority  that  they  came  after  Xicotencatl  had  brought  in  his  submission. 
Gomara  on  the  other  hand  places  their  arriyal  on  September  6,  which  must 
be  altogether  too  early. 

^^  'iNo  les  quiso  dar  luego  la  respuesta,  porque  estaua  purgado  del  dia 
antes/  says  Bemal  Diaz,  in  explanation  of  the  delay.  Hist,  verdad,,  51. 
Brasseur  de  Bourbourg,  however,  lets  Cort^  declare  that  the  orders  of  hia 
king  oblige  him  to  disregard  the  wishes  of  the  emperor.  But  the  seneral  waa 
too  prudent  to  give  an  open  rebuff  ere  he  saw  now  affidrs  would  develop. 
According  to  Qomara  he  wished  to  detain  them  to  witness  his  prowess  against 
the  Tlascaltecs.  Hist,  Mex,,  79;  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  vi  cap.  x. 

"  Ixtlilxochitl  alone  differs  by  stating  that  they  were  headed  by  Tolin- 
panecatl  Tlacatecuhtli  the  younger  brouier  of  Xicotencatl;  but  he  appears 
confused. 
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his  country  from  the  enslavement  which  he  seemed 
with  prophetic  spirit  to  have  foreseen;  and  as  a  brave 
soldier  he  had  stru^led  to  uphold  the  honor  of  the 
army.  With  pride  subdued  he  had  sought  pardon  of 
the  lords  for  disobeying  their  orders,**  and  oflFered  the 
best  amends  in  his  power  by  personally  humbling 
himself  before  the  chief  who  had  torn  the  wreath 
from  his  brow.  He  approached  Cortes  with  the  cus- 
tomary profound  salute,  while  his  attendants  swung 
the  copal  censer,  and  announced  that  he  had  come  in 
the  name  of  his  father  and  the  other  lords  to  ask  his 
friendship,  and  to  oflFer  their  submission  to  the  might- 
iest of  men,  so  gentle  yet  so  valiant.  Accepting  a 
seat  by  Cortes'  side,  he  entered  into  explanations, 
and  frankly  took  upon  himself  the  blame  for  the  resist- 
ance offered,  but  pleaded  the  Tlascalan  love  for  liberty, 
threatened,  as  they  imagined,  by  an  ally  of  Monte- 
zuma, for  were  not  Mexican  allies  in  the  Spanish 
train?  and  had  not  the  Aztec  monarch  exchanged 
friendly  intercourse  with  them?  While  delighted 
with  the  manner  of  the  chief,  and  particularly  with 
the  object  of  his  visit,  Cortes  thought  it  necessair  to 
administer  a  slight  rebuke  for  the  obstinate  remsal 
of  his  friendly  offers;  yet  since  his  people  had  already 
suffered  enough  for  this,  he  freely  pardoned  them  in 
the  name  of  fis  king,  and  received  them  as  vassals.*^ 
He  hoped  the  peace  would  be  permanent;  if  not, 
he  would  be  obliged  to  destroy  the  capital  and  mas- 
sacre the  inhabitants.  Xicotencatl  assured  him  that 
the  Tlascaltecs  would  henceforth  be  as  faithful  as 
they  had  hitherto  been  unfriendly.  In  proof  of  their 
sincerity  the  chiefs  would  remain  with  him  as  host- 
ages. He  begged  Cortes  to  come  to  the  city,  where 
the  lords  and  nobles  were  awaiting  him,  and  regretted 

1*  Solifl  cansea  him  to  be  dismiased  from  the  office  of  captain-general.  Hist, 
Mex,,  i.  272-3.  In  Caarhajal  Sspinoia,  Hist,  Mex,,  u.  154,  is  a  portrait  of  him, 
eorreaponding  fairly  to  the  deecription. 

'^  It  ifl  ffeoerally  accepted  that  the  Tlascaltecs  tabmitted  as  vassals.  Tet  it 
i»  jnst  as  Ukely  that  they  merely  offered  their  friendship  and  alliance,  a  lela- 
ticQ  which  alter  the  oonqnest  was  changed  into  Tassalage. 
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not  being  able  to  oflTer  a  present  worthy  of  his  ac- 
ceptance, but  they  were  poor  in  treasures,  even  in 
cloth  and  salt,  and  what  they  once  possessed  had  been 
surrendered  to  the  Mexicans.^ 

Mass  was  said  by  Padre  Diaz  to  celebrate  the  con- 
cluded peace,  and  in  honor  of  the  occasion  Tecohuat- 
zinco  received  the  name  of  Victoria."  Both  Spaniards 
and  allies  concluded  the  day  with  feasting  and  appro- 
priate demonstrations  of  their  delight.  At  Tlascala,. 
where  it  was  soon  understood  that  the  Spaniards  were 
in  some  way  to  liberate  the  state  from  the  tyranny 
of  Montezuma,  floral  decorations  and  sacrifices  gave 
eclat  to  the  festivities,  and  twenty  thousand  leading 
men  are  said  to  have  taken  part  in  the  mitote  dance^ 
singing  to  the  prospective  overthrow  of  the  Mexicans 
and  to  the  glory  of  the  Spaniards. 

The  Mexican  envoys  felt  not  a  little  chagrined  at 
a  peace  which  could  bode  no  good  to  their  nation. 
Before  Cortes,  however,  they  sought  to  ridicule  the 
whole  proceeding  as  a  farce  on  the  part  of  the  Tlas- 
caltecs.  The  latter  were  too  treacherous  to  be  trusted. 
When  the  Spaniards  were  once  in  their  city  they  would 
fall  on  them,  and  avenge  the  defeats  and  losses  which 
till  then  must  rankle  in  their  hearts.  Cortes  told 
them  that  the  Spaniards  could  not  be  overcome  in 
town  or  field,  by  day  or  night.  He  intended  going 
to  Tlascala,  and  if  the  inhabitants  proved  treacherous 
they  would  be  destroyed.  Xicotencatl  had  been  no 
less  abusive  of  the  Mexicans  during  his  late  interview^ 
and  Cortes,  as  he  declares,  enjoyed  their  dissension^ 
sympathizing  alternately  with  either  party,  in  order  to 
promote  his  own  ends."    Finding  the  general  so  de- 

^  Aocording  to  Bernal  Diaz  the  Tlaacaltecs  pave  but  one  present,  and  that 
at  the  capital,  but  some  authors  prefer  to  bnng  it  in  here.  'Le  present^^ 
cantidad  ae  alpargatas  para  el  camino.  *  IxUUxochiu,  Hist,  ChicK ,  292;  HerrtrOt 
dec.  ii.  lib.  vi.  cap.  X.;  Qcmara^  Hist.  Mex.,  84-^5;  Cortia,  Cartas,  66-7. 

**  Herrera,  loc.  cit 

^  'Aun  acord^me  de  una  autoridad  evang^lica  que  dice:  OtMie  reyntcm  m 
seipsum  divisum  desoUUntur;  y  con  los  unos  y  con  los  otros  maneaba.'  CorOs^ 
Cartas,  70.  According  to  Izuilxochitl  quite  a  quarrel  sprang  up  between  the 
Mexican  and  Tlascalan  representatiYes  in  the  presence  of  Cwt^  attended  by 
an  exchange  of  epithets.  Hist,  Chick,,  292. 
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tennined,  the  envoys  begged  that  he  would  remain 
at  the  camp  for  a  few  days  while  they  communicated 
with  the  emperor.  This  was  granted,  partly  because 
Cortes  wished  to  await  developments,  not  being  at  all 
sure  of  the  Tlascaltecs,  and  partly  because  he  and 
others  needed  a  respite  to  recover  from  their  wounds 
and  fevers.^ 

The  only  result  of  the  message  to  Mexico  appears 
to  have  been  an  instruction  to  the  envoys  to  use 
every  effort  to  prevent  the  Spaniards  from  going 
either  to  Tlascala  or  to  Mexico;  and  to  make  their 
representations  more  weighty  a  present  was  sent,  con- 
sisting of  ten  pieces  of  wrought  gold,  worth  over  three 
thousand  castellanos,  says  Bernal  Diaz,  and  of  several 
hundred  pieces  of  cotton  fabrics,  richly  embroidered.^ 
It  served  but  as  another  magnet  to  aid  in  attracting 
the  invaders.  Cortes  accepted  the  presents,  but  held 
out  no  hopes  of  changing  his  determination. 

The  Tlascaltecs  had  meanwhile  kept  the  camp 
liberally  supplied  with  provisions,  for  which  they 
would  accept  no  recompense,  and  were  daily  urging 
Cortds  to  depart  for  Tlascala.  Alarmed  at  his  delay^ 
the  lords  thought  it  best  to  go  in  person,  accompanied 
by  the  leading  nobles,  to  entreat  him.*     The  last 

**  Cort^  gives  only  his  suspicions  of  the  Tlascaltecs  as  a  reason  for  the 
delay,  without  referring  to  any  communication  being  sent  to  Mexico.  Cartas^ 
G7.  Meanwhile  he  wrote  to  Escalante  at  Villa  Bica,  informing  him  of  occur- 
rences, and  asking  for  a  supply  of  holy  wafers  and  two  bottles  of  wine,  which, 
speedily  came.  BerruU  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad.,  51. 

^  After  an  absence  of  six  days,  six  leading  men  came  from  Mexico,  who 
bnnight,  beside  the  ten  pieces  of  jewelry,  200  pieces  of  cloth.  BemcU  Diaz, 
Hist,  Verdad.,  52.  The  envoys  who  had  been  sent  to  Mexico  came  back  on 
the  sixth  day  with  ten  beautifully  wrought  jewels  of  gold  and  1500  pieces  of 
cloth,  far  richer  than  the  former.  (7omara,  Hist,  Mex.,  85-6. 

^  *  Todos  los  sefiores  me  vinieron  d  rogar.  *  CorUa,  CarUu,  67.  '  Vinienm 
assi  mismo  todaa  las  cabe^eras  y  sefiores  de  Tiaxcallan  a  rogarle.'  Chmara, 
Hisi,  Mex.t  86.  Bernal  Diaz,  Uisi.  Verdad.,  52,  names  five  lords,  but  the 
names  are  very  confused,  except  Xicotencatl  and  Maxixcatzin,  which  approach 
nearer  to  the  usual  form.  Ixtlilxochitl  states  that  Cortes  made  it  a  condition, 
that  the  lords  should  come  and  ask  him,  whereupon  tiiey  each  select  two  high 
representatives  to  proceed  to  the  camp  and  escort  him  to  Tlascala.  They  were 
guded  by  the  envoys  Tolinpanecatl  and  Costomatl,  and  brought  a  few  jewels 
as  presents.  Hist.  Chick,,  292-3.  Kor  does  Camai:go  allow  the  lords  to  go  to 
the  camp,  but  Costomatl  and  Tolinpanecatl  are  sent  Hist,  Tlax,,  146. 
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envoy  from  Montezuma  had  just  delivered  his  pres- 
ents when  they  were  announced.  Descending  from 
their  litters  they  advanced  toward  Cortes  with  the 
customary  salute,^  the  lead  being  taken  by  Xico- 
tencatl,  ruler  of  Tizatlan,  so  blind  and  old  that  he 
had  to  be  supported  by  attendants,  and  by  Maxix- 
catzin,  of  Ocotelulco,  the  youngest  and  wisest  of  the 
lords.* 

Xicotencatl  expressed  his  sorrow  for  their  resist- 
ance, but  reminded  the  Spanish  chief  that,  this  being 
forgiven,  they  had  now  come  to  invite  him  to  their 
city,  and  to  offer  their  possessions  and  services.  He 
must  not  believe  the  slanderous  insinuations  which 
they  feared  the  Mexicans  had  uttered.  Cortes  could 
not  resist  the  evident  sincerity  of  this  appeal  from  so 
prominent  a  body,  and  he  hastened  to  assure  them 
that  preparations  for  the  departure  and  other  affairs 
had  alone  detained  him." 

The  lords  accordingly  returned  to  prepare  for  the 
reception,  and  to  send  five  hundred  carriers  to  assist 
in  the  march,  which  began  the  following  morning. 
The  Mexican  envoys  were  invited  to  accompany  the 
Spaniards,  in  order  that  they  might  witness  the 
honors  paid  to  them.  The  road  to  Tlascala,  some  six 
leagues  in  length,  passed  through  a  hilly  yet  well 
cultivated  country,  skirted  on  the  east  by  the  snow- 
crowned  peak  which  was  soon  to  bear  the  revered 
name  of  Malinche.  In  every  direction  were  verdure- 
clad  slopes  spotted  with  huge  oaks,  while  above  and 
beyond  the  vista  was  closed  by  a  dark  green  fringe  of 

"  ' TocarO  las  nuuios  en  el  suelo,  y  besaron  la  tiemu'  BertuU Diaz^  HisU 
Verdad.,  52, 

^  Camargo,  Hitt:  THax.,  155.  Maxixcatzm  is  put  forward  by  the  Spanish 
writers  as  the  principal  lord,  chiefly  perhaps  because  he  was  the  most  devoted 
to  the  conquerors,  but  also  because  his  quarter  of  Ocotelulco  was  the  largest 
and  richest.  Gamargo  and  Ixtlilxochitl  place  Xicotencatl  first,  and  he 
certainly  takes  the  lead  in  speaking  and  in  receiving  the  Spaniards  at  his 
palace.  His  age,  which  Gamargo  raises  into  the  hundred,  may  have  had 
something  to  do  with  this,  however. 

^  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  VerdacL,  52,  states  that  he  pleaded  the  want  of  car- 
riers, which  was  not  very  plausible,  unless  intended  as  a  hint  at  Tlascalteo 
hospitality. 
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iihe  hardier  fir,  which  seemed  to  rise  like  shielding 
bulwarks  round  the  settlements  in  the  valleys.  The 
leading  towns  on  the  route  were  Tzompantzinco  and 
Atlihuetzin,  where  the  population  turned  out  en  masse 
to  receive  the  Spaniards. 

A  quarter  of  a  league  from  the  capital  they  were 
met  by  the  lords  and  nobles,  accompanied  by  a  great 
retinue,  attired  in  the  colors  of  the  different  districts. 
Women  of  rank  came  forward  with  flowers  in  gar- 
lands and  bouquets;  and  a  long  line  of  priests  in 
flowing  white  robes,  with  cowls,  and  flowing  hair 
clotted  with  blood  from  freshly  slashed  ears,  marched 
along  swinging  their  copal  censers,  while  in  the  rear 
and  arouna  surged  a  crowd  estimated  at  one  hun- 
dred thousand  persons. 

Before  them  rose  the  capital,  prominently  located 
upon  four  hills,  "so  great  and  so  admirable,"  quoth 
Cortfe,  "that  although  I  say  but  little  of  it,  that 
little  will  appear  incredible,  for  it  is  much  larger  than 
Oranada  and  much  stronger,  with  as  good  edifices 
and  with  much  more  people  than  Granada  had  at  the 
time  it  was  captured;  also  much  better  supplied  with 
the  things  of  the  earth."**  There  were  four  distinct 
quarters,  separated  by  high  stone  walls  and  traversed 
by  narrow  streets.  In  each  stood  a  lordly  palace 
for  the  ruler,  and  here  and  there  rose  temples  and 
masonry  buildings  for  the  nobles,  but  the  greater 
part  of  the  dwellings  were  one-story  adobe  and  mud 
huts.  The  highest  quarter  in  situation  was  Tepet- 
icpac,  the  first  settled,  separated  from  Ocotelulco 
by  the  river  Zahuatl.'^  The  latter  was  not  only 
the  largest  and  most  populous,  but  the  richest,  and 
held  a  daily  market  attended  by  thirty  thousand 
people,  it   is  claimed.^     Quiahuiztlan  lay  below  on 

^Cortis,  Garku,fi7. 

•*  Now  Atoyac. 

*'  Cort^  proceeds  to  give  an  acoount  of  articles  sold  here,  which  is  on  a 
par  with  hia  Granada  comparison,  and  accords  little  with  the  declared  sim- 
plicity or  norerty  of  the  people.    In  the  temple  oyer  800  persona  had  been 
•acrificed  during  some  yean.  Peter  Martyr,  deo.  v.  cap.  ii 
Hm.  Max.,  Vol.  I.    16 
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the  river,  and  above  it  Tizatlan,  the  residence  of  the 
blind  chief 

It  was  here  that  the  Spaniards  entered  on  Sep- 
tember 23d,^  henceforth  a  feast-day  to  its  people. 
Through  streets  adorned  with  festoons  and  arches, 
and  past  houses  covered  with  cheering  multitudes, 
they  proceeded  to  the  palace  of  Xicotencatl,  who  came 
forward  to  tender  the  customary  banquet.  Cortes 
saluted  him  with  the  respect  due  to  his  age,*  and  was- 
conducted  to  the  banquet-hall,  after  which  quarters 
were  pointed  out  in  the  courts  and  buildings  sur- 
roundmg  the  temple."  Neat  beds  of  matting  and 
nequen  cloth  were  spread  for  the  troops.  Close  by 
were  the  quarters  of  the  allies  and  the  Mexican 
envoys. 

A  round  of  invitations  and  festivities  was  tendered 
the  guests  in  the  several  quarters;  yet  Cortes  allowed 
no  relaxation  in  the  usual  discipline  and  watches, 
greatly  to  the  grief  of  the  lords,  who  finally  remon- 
strated against  this  apparent  want  of  confidence.  The 
Mexicans  must  have  poisoned  the  mind  of  Malinche 
against  them,  they  said.  Malinche  was  becoming  a 
recognized  name  for  Cortds  among  the  Indians.  It 
seems  strange  that  they  should  have  fixed  upon  no 
higher  sounding  title  for  so  great  a  leader  than  'master 
of  Marina,'  as  it  implied,  while  the  inferior  Alvarado 
was  dubbed  Tonatiuh,  'the  sun.'  The  Tlascaltecs 
had,  however,  another  name  for  the  general  in  Chal- 
chiuitl,  the  term  for  their  favorite  precious  stones,  and 
also  a  title  of  Quetzalcoatl,  'the  white  god.'*"    Cortes 

'^Oomara,  Hist,  Mex.,  87-8;  Herrera^  dec.  ii.  lib.  vi.  caps.  t.  xiL  xiiL; 
Carbajal  Espinoan,  Hist.  Mex,,»n.  162;  Las  Ceuas,  Hist,  Apofog,,  MS.,  l^U. 

*^  BemcUlHaZf  Hist,  Verdcid,,  52.  Gomara,  followed  by  Herrera,  says  the 
18th. 

'^  *  Se  quit6  la  gorra  y  les  hizo  una  mny  grande  y  btimilde  revereiicia,  y 
Inego  abraz6  &  Xicotencatl/  says  Ixtlilxochitl,  with  an  exactness  which  is 
donbtless  intended  to  impress  the  ruder  Spanish  population  of  his  day.  Hid, 
Chick. ,  293.  Camargo  also  describes  ceremonies  with  some  detail.  Hist.  Tlax,, 
147,  and  Duran,  Hist.  Ind.,  MS.,  ii.  425-7. 

*^  Oomara^  Hist,  Alex.,  86.  Camargo  and  Ixtlilxochitl  quarter  the  Span- 
iards  in  the  pahM».    'A  las  casas  reales.'  Sahagun,  Hist  Cong,,  17* 

*7  Camargo,  Hist.  TUxx,,  150;  BenuU  Diaz,  HisL  Verdad.,  52. 
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was  quite  touched  by  the  fervor  of  the  lords  in  their 
newly  formed  jfriendship.  Untutored  in  some  respects, 
they  appeared  to  rush  like  children  from  one  extreme 
to  another — ^from  obstinate  enmity  to  profound  devo- 
tion, now  worshipping  the  doughty  little  band  who 
had  overcome  their  vast  number  and  admiring  their 
every  trait  and  act,  willing  to  yield  Ufe  itself  for  the 
heroic  leader.  He  hastened  to  assure  them  of  his 
confidence,  and  declined  the  hostages  they  ofiered,. 
asserting  that  strict  discipline  was  part  of  the  military 
system  which  he  was  in  duty  bound  to  maintain.  This 
seemed  to  convince  the  lords,  and  they  even  sought 
to  introduce  among  their  own  troops  some  of  the 
regulations  which  they  learned  to  admire. 

The  second  day  of  their  sojourn  Padre  Diaz  said  mass 
in  the  presence  of  the  two  leading  lords,  who  there- 
upon presented  Cortds  with  half  a  dozen  fishes  made 
of  gold,  several  curious  stones,  and  some  nequen  cloth,, 
altogether  worth  about  twenty  pesos,  says  Bernal 
Diaz."  Insignificant  as  was  the  gift,  they  expressed 
a  hope  that  in  view  of  their  poverty  he  would  accept 
it  as  a  token  of  friendship.  Cortes  assured  them  that 
"he  received  it  from  their  hand  with  greater  pleasure 
than  he  would  a  house  filled  with  gold  dust  from 
others."*  In  return  he  gave  them  some  of  the  robes 
and  other  useful  articles  obtained  from  Montezuma^ 
beside  beads  and  trinkets.  They  now  proposed,  as  a 
further  proof  of  their  good- will,  to  bestow  on  the  cap- 
tains their  daughters,  in  order  to  have  for  relatives  men 
so  good  and  brave.  Cortes  expressed  himself  pleased, 
but  explained  that  this  could  not  be  admitted  till  the 
Tlascaltecs  renounced  idolatry  and  its  attendant  evils. *^ 

'^  Camargo  calls  it  a  rich  present. 
^Bernal  Diaz,  HiH.  Vm-dad.,  53. 

^AcconUnff  to  the  somewhat  mixed  account  of  Bernal  Diaz,  XiootencatI 
oilers  his  daughter  at  once  to  Cortes,  who  accepts,  and  thereupon  urges  Padre 
Olmedo  to  begin  a  raid  against  idolatry.  The  latter  tells  him  to  wait  till  the 
daughters  are  brought.  They  are  introduced  on  the  following  day,  five  in 
number,  and  Xicotencatl  joins  the  hands  of  the  general  with  the  one  intended 
for  him!  He  accepts  her,  but  declares  that  she  and  her  companions  must 
renuun  with  their  parents  till  oonTersion  is  consummated.  Finally  the  daughter 
jg  tnnsferred  to  Alvarado. 
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He  thereupon  proceeded  to  expound  to  them  the  doo 
trines  of  his  faith  and  contrast  them  with  the  impure, 
cruel,  and  bloody  rites  practised  by  them.  This  was 
ably  interpreted  by  Marina  and  Aguilar,  who  were 
by  this  time  expert  in  preaching,  and  the  cross  and 
virgin  image  were  pMduced  to  illustrate  the  discourse. 
The  lords  answered  that  they  believed  the  Christian's 
God  must  be  good  and  powerfiil,  since  he  was  wor- 
shipped by  such  men,  and  thev  were  willing  to  accord 
him  a  place  by  the  side  of  their  idols  ;*^  but  they  could 
not  renounce  their  own  time-honored  and  benevolent 
deities.  To  do  so  would  be  to  create  an  uprising 
among  the  people,  and  bring  war  and  pestilence  from 
the  outraged  gods.  Cortes  produced  further  argu- 
ments, only  to  be  told  that  in  time  they  would  better 
understand  the  new  doctrines,  and  might  then  yield, 
but  at  present  their  people  would  choose  death  rather 
than  submit  to  such  sacrilege. 

Finding  that  the  religious  zeal  of  Cortes  threatened 
to  overcome  his  prudence.  Padre  Olmedo  hastened  to 
interpose  his  counsel,  representing  the  danger  of  losing 
all  that  their  valor  and  perseverance  hsS  gained  u 
they  pressed  so  delicate  a  subject  with  a  superstitious 
and  warlike  people  as  yet  only  half  gained  over.  He 
had  never  approved  of  forcible  conversion,  and  could 
see  no  advantage  in  removing  idols  from  one  temple 
when  they  would  be  sure  to  rise  in  another.    Ind^d, 

Sersecution  could  only  tend  to  root  idolatry  more 
eeply  in  the  heart.  It  were  better  to  let  the  true 
faith  work  its  way  into  the  appreciation  of  the  people, 
as  it  would  be  sure  to  do  if  the  natives  were  given  an 
opportunity  to  contrast  their  bloody  rites  with  the 
religion  of  Christ,  provided  the  Spaniards  would  them- 
selves follow  the  precepts  of  love  and  gentleness  they 
were  commending  to  the  Indians.  The  success  of  the 
conquest  owes  much  to  Olmedo,  whose  heart,  like 
Las  Casas',  warmed  for  the  benighted  Indians,  to 
him  wayward  children  who  must  be  won  by  moder- 

'^  A  not  Tmcommon  practioe  in  Mexico,  carried  oat  in  the  same 
the  Bomans.    See  NaUve  iiocef,  iii,  paaaim. 
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ation.  Liike  a  guardian  angel  he  rose  in  defence  of 
his  flock,  saving;  at  the  same  time  the  Spaniards  &om 
their  own  passions.*^  Alvarado,  Velazquez  de  Leon, 
and  others,  who  had  no  desire  to  witness  a  repetition 
of  the  Cempoalan  iconoclasm,  supported  the  father  in 
his  counsel,  and  Cortds  agreed  to  content  himself  for 
the  present  with  having  an  appropriate  place  set  aside 
in  the  temple  for  an  altar  and  a  cross."  And  upon 
this  cross,  say  the  credulous  chroniclers,  a  white  radiant 
cloud,  in  form  of  a  whirling  pillar,  descended  at  night 
from  the  sky,  impressing  the  natives  with  the  sacred- 
ness  of  the  symbol,  and  guarding  it  till  the  conquest 
had  established  the  faith  in  the  land.**  The  Spaniards 
succeeded  further  in  abolishing  human  sacrifices,  and 
the  fattening-cages  being  torn  down,  a  large  number 
of  intended  victims  sought  refuge  in  their  camp,  laud- 
ing their  doctrines  and  aiding  not  a  Uttle  to  pave  the 
way  for  conversion." 

The  inaugural  mass  for  the  new  altar  was  followed 

by  the  baptism  of  the  brides,  the  daughters  and  nieces 

\  of  the  lords  being  the  first  to  undergo  the  ceremony. 

f  ^'Portrait  in  Carbajal  Espinoaa,  Hist.  Mex,,  ii.  165,  and  Zamcicois,  Hist, 

Mij.,  ii  614. 
I  *"  En  aqnel  templo  adonde  estaua  aposentado,  se  hiziesse  vn  capilla. '  Her- 

rtra,  dec.  ii.  lib.  vi.  cap.  xv.  A  new  temple  near  b^  was  set  aside  for  this. 
BernalDica,  Hist.  Veruad.,  54.  'Hizo  la  sala  principal  de  Xicotencatl  Ora- 
torio.' Ixtlilxochitl,  Hist.  Chich,,  294.  'Hizo  una  iglesia  en  nna  casa  de  un 
Idolo  principal.'  Tapia,  Bel.,  in  Iccahalceta,  Col.  Doc.,  ii  672-3.  This  author 
does  not  intimate  that  Cort^  sought  to  force  conversion,  Bemal  Diaz  alone 
being  responsible  for  the  statement,  though  Herrera  adopts  it.  Eager  to 
remove  the  reproach  of  infidelity  from  his  people,  Camarffo  relates  that  Cort^ 
insisted  on  the  renunciation  of  idolatry,  and  that  the  chiefs  finally  yielded, 
while  placing  upon  him  the  responsibility  of  removing  the  images.  When 
the  iconoclasm  began,  the  people  hastened  to  hide  their  cherished  idols,  which 
they  long  worshipped  in  secret,  although  accepting  baptism.  Hist.  Tlax. ,  160-8. 
In  a  hieroglyphic  painting  still  possessed  by  the  cabilao,  says  Ixtlilxochitl,  it  is 
shown  that  tne  lords  were  at  this  time  baptized.  He  gives  their  new  names. 
Hist.  Chich.,  294. 

<*'I>nr6  tres,  6  quatro  alios.'  Remesal^  Hist.  Chyapa,  304;  Ddvila,  Teatro 
EcUs. ,  i.  78 ;  CamaryOy  Hist.  Tlax. ,  140 ;  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  vi.  cap.  xv.  Solia 
dwells  upon  the  spiritual  effect  of  the  miracle,  which  occurred  immediately 
after  the  departare  from  Tlascala.  HiU.  Mex. ,  i.  324-5.  Torauemada  devotes  a 
whole  chapter  to  it,  and  states  that  the  first  cross  was  raisea  by  unseen  handa 
the  night  after  the  arrival  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  city.  The  high-priest  placed 
over  it  a  guard,  who  was  surprised  by  a  celestial  lija^ht  which  appeared  at  mid- 
night anddrove  out  the  demon  from  the  temple,  hi.  200-3. 

4i  >  £^  primero  que  mandaua  nuestro  Gapitan  era  quebralles  las  tales  car^ 
oeles,  y  echar  fnera  los  prisioneros.'  BemtUDiaz,  HisL  Verdad.,  55. 
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Cortes  pleading  that  he  was  already  married,  Tecuil- 
huatzin,  the  daughter  of  Xicotencatl,  destined  for  him, 
was  at  his  request  given  to  Alvarado,  his  brother  and 
captain  as  he  proclaimed  him,  and  blessed  with  the 
name  of  Luisa,  while  her  sister  Tolquequetzaltzdn, 
baptized  as  Lucia,  was  conferred  on  the  brother, 
Jorge  de  Alvarado.     Maxixcatzin's  niece  Zicuetzin,  a 

Sretty  girl,  was  named  Elvira  and  given  to  Velazquez 
e  Leon,  it  appears.  Olid,  Sandoval,  Avila,  and  others 
also  received  distinguished  brides  with  dowries.  Cortds 
found  it  necessary,  however,  to  decline  accepting  wives 
for  the  whole  company,  as  the  lords  proposed.^  In- 
deed, they  urged  him  to  settle  among  them,  offering 
to  give  lands  and  to  build  houses  for  the  whole  party .*^ 
Finding  him  determined  to  proceed  to  Mexico,  they 
offered  their  cooperation,  and  gave  an  account  of  the 
wealth,  power,  and  condition  of  the  lake  states,  dwell- 
ing in  particular  on  the  magnificence  of  Montezuma. 
They  did  not  omit  a  tirade  against  his  t3rraimv,  and 
stated  that  whenever  he  proposed  to  attack  Tlascala 
no  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  men  were  placed  in 
the  field.  It  was  because  they  were  forewarned  that 
their  resistance  was  so  successful,  and  because  the 
Aztec  troops,  gathered  as  they  were  to  a  great  extent 
from  subject  provinces,  fought  with  less  spirit.** 

^In  order  to  obtain  by  them  a  race  of  heroes.  Most  writers,  following 
Benial  Diaz  and  the  less  explicit  chroniclers,  allow  Xicotencatl  to  give  only 
one  daughter,  but  Ixtlilzochitl  names  two.  Hist.  Chick, ,  294,  and  Juairos,  in  his 
biography  of  the  Alvarados,  enumerates  their  different  wives,  and  among  them 
the  two  sisters,  with  their  full  names  and  their  descendants.  Pedro  de  Alva- 
rado's  only  surviving  issue,  he  says,  was  a  daughter  Leonor,  by  Luisa,  who 
married  first  Pedro  Puertocarrero  and  afterward  Francisco  de  la  Cneva, 
nephew  of  the  Duke  of  Alburqnerque.  The  other  sister  also  left  a  daughter. 
Hitt.  OucU.f  347-8.  Bemal  Diaz  mentions  also  a  son,  Pedro,  by  Luisa.  Hid. 
Verdad.,  54;  Glavigero^  Sloiia  Mcm,,  iii.  64.  According  to  Camargo,  900 
young  andpretty  slave  girls,  destined  for  the  sacrifices,  were  the  first  women 
offer^.  They  were  at  first  declined,  but  finally  accepted  for  the  suite  of 
Marina.  Finding  that  they  were  well  treated,  the  lords  offered  their  own 
daughters  in  marriage.  Biai.  Tlax,,  14S-50.  A  number  of  women  were  added 
to  the  suite  of  Marina  and  of  the  new  wives,  from  the  first  families  in  tiie  state, 
another  authority  intimates.  Oamara,  Hist,  Mtx,,  86;  HerrerOt  dec.  iL  lib.  yL 
cap.  xi. 

*^CainnrgOy  Hist.  77aa;.,  150-1.  They  opened  a  road  to  Oempoala,  and 
brought  effects  from  Villa  Rica,  including  presents  for  the  lords.  IxtUlxockiHj 
Hist.  Chick,,  294. 

^  Tapia  writes,  '  Yo  que  esto  escribo  preguntd  A  Mutecznma  y  &  otros  sos 
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Cortes    had   now  a  further  motive  for  going   to 
Mexico,  which  was  the  alliance  proposed  to  him  by 
Ixtlilxochitl,  the  rebellious  brother  of  Cacama,  and 
Tuler    of    northern  Acolhuacan,   who    hoped   with 
Spanish  aid  to  overthrow  the  hated  Montezuma,  and 
raise  himself  to  the  thrgne  of  Tezcuco,  at  least,  and 
to  the  head  of  the  allied  states.    To  this  pleasing  pro- 
posal Cortes  replied  in  a  manner  which  could  not  fail 
to  promote  his  own  interests  by  keeping  alive  the 
apint  of  dissension  among  his  prey.^   Huexotzinco, 
the  ally  of  Tlascala,  sent  in  her  formal  adhesion  about 
the  same  time. 

Finding  that  the  Spaniards  could  not  be  kept  away 
from  Mexico,  Montezuma  thought  it  best  at  any  rate 
to  hasten  their  departure  from  Tlascala.  An  urgent 
invitation  to  visit  him  in  his  capital  was  accordingly 
sent  through  four  prominent  caciques,  attended  by 
followers  bearing  as  usual  a  costly  present,  consisting 
of  ten  bales  of  embroidered  robes  and  a  number  of 
gold  articles,  worth  fully  ten  thousand  pesos."®  A 
council  was  held  to  consider  the  departure  and  the 
route  to  be  taken.  The  lords  of  Tlascala  did  not 
relish  the  idea  of  a  friendly  visit  to  Mexico  by  their 
new  allies,  to  be  won  over  perhaps  by  the  arts  of 
the  enemy.    They  sought  to  impress  upon  Cortes  that 

•capitanes,'  and  was  told  that  the  Mexicans  could  readily  have  subdued  little 
Tlascala,  but  they  preferred  to  use  her  as  a  means,  close  at  hand,  for  exer- 
-dsing  their  youth  and  armies  in  warfare,  and  for  supplying  war  captiyes  for 
the  sacrifices !  Tapia^  Rel. ,  in  Icashnlceta,  Col.  Doc. ,  ii.  572.  *J  untaua  dozientoa 
y  trezientoe  mil  hombres  para  vna  batalla. '  Gomaray  Hist,  Mex. ,  89.  The  Tlas- 
•caltecs  spoke  of  their  descent  from  giants,  and  produced  gigantic  bones^  in 
•evidence  thereof.  Some  of  these  were  sent  to  Spain  by  Oort^,  together  with 
the  report.  Bernal  Diaz,  Hi$t.  Verdad. .  66. 

^'Torquemada  places  the  arrival  of  this  embassy  immediately  after  Cort^* 
«ntry  into  Tlascala,  Monarq,  Ind, ,  i.  433,  while  Gla\igero  dates  it  at  Tecohuat- 
2inco.  Storia  Meas.,  iii.  61-2.  Brasseur  de  BourTOurg  calls  it  the  second 
embassy,  Hiat.  Nat,  Civ.^  iv.  185,  for  he  accepts  the  statement  of  Ixtlilxochitl, 
HigL  Chich. ,  288,  that  the  first  envoys  saw  Cortes  at  his  camp  by  San  Juan 
de  UluA.    For  Ixtlilxochitl*8  career,  see  Native  RaceSy  v.  474-7. 

^  Bemal  Diaz  relates  that  Cort^  detained  these  men  as  hostages,  while  he 
htsnt  Alvarado  and  Bernardino  Vazquez  de  Tapia  to  Mexico  to  oonrniumcate 

da 


with  Montezuma,  and  to  examine  the  route  and  approaches  to  the  city.  They 
had  hardlv  left  before  the  company  began  to  censure  the  rashness  of  sc 
two  valuable  men  on  so  risky  a  mission,  and  Cort^  accordingly  sent  to 
them.     Tapia  having  fallen  sick  on  the  road,  tiiey  gladly  returned,  bi 
ihe  guides  to  prooeecfto  Mexico. 
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Montezuma  was  the  incarnation  of  treachery,  await- 
ing only  an  opportunity  to  get  them  into  his  power 
and  to  crush  them.  They  were  ready  to  join  in  an 
armed  descent  upon  the  tyrant,  proposing  to  spare 
neither  young  nor  old ;  the  fcrmer,  because  they  might 
grow  up  to  be  avengers,  the  latter  because  of  their 
dangerous  counsel.  Cortes  suggested  that  he  might 
yet  establish  friendly  relations  between  them  and  the 
Mexicans,  and  reopen  the  trade  in  salt,  cotton,  and 
other  articles;  but  this  aroused  only  an  incredulous, 
smile.  With  regard  to  the  route,  they  favored  either 
the  Calpulalpan  road,  proposed  by  Ixtlilxochitl,  or 
that  leading  through  Huexotzinco,  friendly  to  them, 
declaring  that  it  would  be  preposterous  to  pass  by  the^ 
way  of  Cholula,  as  urged  by  the  Mexican  envoys,, 
since  this  was  the  very  hatching -place  for  Monte- 
zuma's plots.  The  road  to  it,  and  every  house  there, 
were  full  of  snares  and  pitfalls;  the  great  Quetzalcoatl 
temple-pyramid,  for  instance,  being  known  to  contain 
a  mighty  stream  which  could  at  any  moment  be  let 
loose  upon  invaders,  and  Montezuma  having  a  large 
army  hidden  near  the  saintly  city.*^ 

The  extraordinary  accounts  of  Cholula  served  to 
arouse  Cortds'  curiosity,  and  the  representation  of 
dangers  made  him  the  more  resolved  to  encounter 
them,  chiefly  because  he  did  not  wish  to  appear  in- 
timidated. This  route  was  beside  easier,  and  passed 
through  a  rich  country.    He  accordingly  decided  in 

^^  'Me  dijeron qne  para ello  habia  enviado  Mateczuma  de  bu  tierra 

cincuenta  mil  hombrcs,  y  que  Iob  tenia  en  guamicion  &  dos  leguas  de  la  dicha 

ciudad 6  que  tenian  cerrado  el  camino  real  por  donde  soUan  ir,  y  hecho  otro 

nuevo  de  muchos  hoyos,  y  palos  agudos  hincadoa  y  encubiertoa  para  que  loa 
caballos  cayesen  y  se  mancasen,  y  que  tenian  muchaa  de  las  calles  tapiadas,  y 
por  las  azoteas  de  las  casas  muchas  piedras. '  CorUs,  Cartas^  70.  The  stream 
within  the  temple  was  a  myth,  which  the  Cholultecs  sought  to  maintain  in 
order  to  frighten  their  enemies.  Oviedo  and  Qomara  relate  that  Xicotencatl 
junior  was  concerned  in  these  jplots,  and  that,  warned  by  his  sister,  the  wif& 
of  Alvarado,  Cortes  had  him  quietly  seized  and  choked  to  death,  lii.  497;  Ei«L, 
Mex, ,  90.  Whoever  may  have  been  throttled,  it  certainly  was  not  the  ffeneral, 
for  he  met  his  fate  at  a  later  date.  According  to  Bemal  Diaz  the  whole  army 
was  consulted  as  to  whether  all  were  prepar^  to  start  for  Mexico.  Many  of 
'those  owning  estates  in  Cuba  raised  objections,  but  Cort^  firmly  declared  that 
there  was  no  other  way  open  than  the  one  to  Mexico,  and  ao  they  yielded. 
Hi8t,  Verdad.,  56. 
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favor  of  it,  and  when  reminded  of  the  suspicioua 
absence  of  any  deputation  from  that  city,  he  sent  a 
message  to  the  rulers  that  they  might  remedy  the 
omission.** 

The  Cholultec  council  was  divided  on  the  answer 
to  be  sent,  three  of  the  members  being  in  favor  of 
compliance,  and  the  other  three,  supported  by  the 
generalissimo,  opposing  any  concession."®  Finally  a 
compromise  was  effected  by  sending  three  or  four 
persons  of  no  standing,  and  without  presents,  to  say 
that  the  governors  of  the  city  were  sick  and  could  not 
come.  The  Tlascaltecs  pointed  out  the  disrespect  in 
sending  such  men  and  such  a  message,  and  Cortes  at 
once  despatched  four  messengers  to  signify  his  dis- 
pleasure, and  to  announce  that  unless  the  Cholultecs 
within  three  days  sent  jpersons  of  authority  to  offer 
allegiance  to  the  Spanish  king,  he  would  march 
forth  and  destroy  them,  proceeding  against  them  as 
against  rebels." 

Finding  that  it  would  not  do  to  trifle  with  the 
powerful  strangers,  some  of  the  highest  nobles  in 
the  city  were  despatched  to  the  Spanish  camp,  with 
a  suitable  retinue,  to  tender  excuses,  pleading  that 
they  had  dreaded  to  enter  Tlascala,  a  state  hostile 
to  them. 

They  invited  Cortes  to  their  city,  where  amends 

*'  •  Y  dar  la  obediencia  &  nuestro  Rey,  y  Sefior,  sino  que  loa  temia  por  do 
malaa  intencioines. '  Bemal  ZHoz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  56.  According  to  Camargo, 
Patl&hnatzin  of  Tlascala  was  sent  with  the  message.  The  Cholultecs  sei^Kl 
and  flayed  his  face  and  arms,  catting  off  the  hands,  so  that  they  were  left 
Aanfrimg  bv  the  skin  from  the  neck.  In  this  guise  they  sent  him  back  with 
the  reply  tSiat  thus  would  they  receive  the  white  gods  whose  prowess  he  had 
extollra..  The  Tlascaltecs  demanded  that  Cort^  should  avenge  the  cruelty  and 
the  insult,  and  he  did  so  in  the  massacre  of  Gholula.  This,  continues  the  nar- 
rator, is  commemorated  in  Tlascalan  song,  but  the  account  is  evidently  mixed, 
and  probably  refers  chiefly  to  some  earlier  occurrence.  Hist.  Tlax.,  161-2* 
Braasenr  de  Boorbourg  assumes  that  Patlahuatzin  is  merely  insulted  and  ill- 
treated.  Hie  two  peoples  had  once  been  friends  and  allies,  but  during  the 
last  battle  which  they  fought  against  their  common  enemy,  the  Aztecs,  the 
Cholultecs  had  suddenly  changed  sides  and  fallen  on  the  rear  of  their  unsus- 
pecting allies,  inflicting  great  slaughter.  Herrera^  dec.  ii  lib.  vi.  cap.  xviii. 

^  Three  of  the  members  are  imprisoned  for  favoring  an  alliance  with  the 
Spaniards,  bat  they  escape  and  come  to  Gort^,  says  Herrera,  id. 

^  Cort^  Cartas,  71,  says  that  he  sent  this  message  by  the  Cholultec  mes- 
WQgers. 
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would  be  made  by  rendering  the  obedience  and  tribute 
which  was  considered  due  from  them  as  vassals  of  his 
king." 

^  '  £  Mi  lo  Ment<S  un  eacribano. '  Id, ,  72.  '  Otro  dia  yinieron  mnchos  sefioret 
y  capitanes  de  Chololla.*  Ocmara,  Hist,  Mex.,  91.  Acoording  to  BiBBsear  de 
Bourbourg,  CorMs  is  already  en  route  for  Cholnla  when  the  friendly  cotincil 
members  appear  to  bring  excuses  and  invitations.  Hitt.  Nat,  Civ.,  iv,  169-70. 
Bemal  Diaz,  indeed,  appears  to  say  that  the  Gholultecs  sent  to  excuse  them- 
aelves  from  appearing  More  Cortte  so  long  as  he  remained  in  hostile  territory. 
But.  Verdad.,  67. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

SUBJUGATION  OF  CHOLULA. 

OCTQBKR,   1519. 
DXPABTUBX  FBOM  TlA8GALA— BbSCBIFTIOV  OF  GBOLUI.4— TBB  WbLOOMX — 

Abmt  Quahtebs  in  the  Cit7 — ^Intimations  or  a  Ck>N8raucY  sstwesn 
THE  Mexicans  and  Cholultecs — Coet^s  Asks  foe  Peo visions  and 
Waebiobs — ^He  Holds  a  Council— Peepabations  foe  an  Attack— 
The  Lobds  Entee  the  Couet  with  the  Required  Supplies — Coet^ 

BSPBIMANDB  THEM  IN  AN  AdDEESS— ThE  SLAUGHTER  BEGINS— DSSTEUC- 
TIOK  OF  THE  CtTT— BUTCHBET  AND  PiLLAGB— AmNBSTT  FINALLY  PRO- 
CLAIMED— Xicotengatl  Returns  to  Tlascala— Reconciliation  of 
THE  Cholultecs  and  Tiascaltecs — Dedication  of  a  Temple  to  the 

ViROIN — ^RSFIiBCnONB  ON  THE  MASSACRE  OF  ChQLULA. 

The  Spaniards  had  been  three  weeks  beneath  the 
hospitable  roofs  of  the  Tlascaltees,  and  now  they  de- 
parted amid,  expressions  of  good-will  mingled  with 
grief.*  A  crowd  as  large  as  that  which  had  welcomed 
their  arrival  followed  them  for  a  considerable  distance, 
and  this  included  all  the  available  warriors  of  the 
districts,^  who  would  gladly  have  joined  the  handful  of 
heroes  in  their  quest  for  wealth  and  glory  amongst 
the  hated  Aztecs.  Cortes  did  not  think  it  well,  how- 
ever, to  trammel  his  movements,  or  to  intrude  on  his 
various  hosts  with  too  large  a  force  of  undisciplined 
and  unmanageable  men,  whom  he  had  not  learned  to 
trust,  and  only  about  five  thousand  were  allowed  to 
attach  themselves  to  his  army.* 

'*Hi90  aacrificar  treynta  muchachos  el  dia.  que  se  partierQii.'  Otnedo, 
lii.  4d7. 

'Esiimatecl  by  Cort^  at  a  round  100,000.  Others  say  he  was  offered 
10,000  to  20,000  men. 

'  This  is  the  figure  deduced  from  later  references.  '  Quedaron  en  mi  com- 
pafiia  hasta  cinco  6  seis  mil.*  CorUs,  CartaSy  72.  DismiBsing  the  100,000  with 
presents,  he  retained  only  3000.    '  For  no  ponerse  en  manos  de  gente  barbara.' 

L23S) 
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Late  in  the  afternoon  the  army  reached  the  southern 
border  of  Tlascala,  and  camped  by  a  river  two  leases 
from  Cholula.  The  city  stood  in  a  vast  fertile  plain, 
so  thickly  covered  with  plantations  and  gardens  *Hhat 
not  a  span  of  land  remained  uncultivated."  A  net- 
work 01  ditches  irrigated  the  fields  wherein  maize 
and  agave,  cochineal  and  chile,  swelled  the  resources 
of  the  owners.  "  No  city  in  Spain/'  exclaims  Cortes, 
"presents  a  more  beautiful  exterior,  with  its  even 
surface  and  mass  of  towers,"  interspersed  with  charm- 
ing gardens  and  fringed  with  alluring  groves.  Its 
six  sections  were  marked  by  fine,  straight  streets, 
lined  with  buildings,  the  neatness  and  substantial  ap- 
pearance of  which  fully  corresponded  to  the  reputed 
wealth  of  the  occupants.  Cortds  estimates  the  num- 
ber of  houses  at  twenty  thousand,  with  as  many  more 
in  the  suburbs,  which  implies  a  population  of  two 
hundred  thousand.* 

Cholula  was  one  of  the  most  ancient  settlements  in 
the  country,  with  traditions  reaching  far  back  into  the 
misty  past.  It  was  here  that  Quetzalcoatl  had  left 
the  final  impress  of  his  golden  age  as  ruler  and  prophet, 
and  here  that  a  grateful  people  had  raised  to  him  the 
grandest  of  his  many  temples,  erected  upon  the  ruins 
of  a  tower  of  Babel  which  had  been  stayed  in  its 
growth  by  divine  interference.  Notwithstanding  the 
vicissitudes  of  war,  during  which  the  frenzy  of  the 
moment  had  overcome  religious  scruples  to  wreak 
destruction,  or  during  which  reckless  invaders  less 
imbued  with  veneration  came  to  desecrate  this  western 
Rome,  she  had  maintained  herself,  ever  rising  from 
the  ashes  with  renewed  vigor  and  fresh  splendor, 
and  she  was  at  this  time  the  commercial  centre  for 

Herrtraj  dec.  ii.  lib.  Tii.  cap.  i.  'Six  thousaod  warriora,'  Bays  Ixtlilxochitl, 
Hx8t.  Cfudu,  294.  He  gives  the  names  of  their  chiefs,  which  differ  wholly 
from  those  mentioned  in  CamargOy  Hist,  Tlax.,  160.  '  Fueron  t&bien  con  el 
machos  mercaderes  a  rescatar  sal  y  mantas.'  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  91. 

*  Cartas,  74-^.  *En  el  tiempo  de  la  guerra  salian  en  cami>o  ochenta  6 
noventa  mill  hombres  de  guerra.*  Oviedo,  iii.  498.  'Ultra  triginta  nullia 
famiUarum  capiebat'  Iau  Casas,  JRegio,  Ind.  DevasttU,,  28.  'Parecio....en 
el  assiento,  y  proepetiaa  a  Valladolid.'  Berrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  viL  cap.  i. 
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the  great  Huitzikpan  plateau,  famous  beside  for  her 
pottery  and  delicate  fabrics.  The  warlike  Tlascaltecs 
referred  to  her  contemptuously  as  a  city  of  cunning 
and  effeminate  traders,  and  there  was  doubtless  a 
good  deal  of  truth  in  tliis;  but  then  her  merchants 
rivalled  those  of  Mexico  in  wealth,  while  her  citizens 
were  not  behind  the  dwellers  on  the  lake  in  refine- 
ment. 

But  the  chief  renown  of  Cholula  consisted  in  being 
the  holy  city  of  Andhuac,  unequalled  for  the  frequency 
and  pomp  of  her  festivals  and  sacred  pageantry;  in 
being  the  religious  centre  for  countless  pilgrims  who 
journeyed  from  afar  to  worship  at  the  shrines  here 
maintained,  not  only  by  the  citizens,  but  by  princes  of 
different  countries.  Her  temples  were  estimated  to 
equal  the  number  of  days  in  the  year,  and  as  some 
possessed  more  than  one  chapel,  fully  four  hundred 
towers  rose  to  bewilder  the  eye  with  their  gleaming 
ornamentation.  Chief  among  them  was  the  semi- 
fipherical  temple,  with  its  vestal  fire,  devoted "  to 
Quetzalcoatl,  which  stood  upon  a  quadrilateral  mound 
of  nearly  two  hundred  feet  in  height,  ascended  by  one 
hundred  and  twenty  steps,  .and  with  a  larger  base 
than  any  old-world  pyramid.*^ 

The  government  was  aristocratic  republican,  directed 
by  a  council  of  six  nobles,  elected  in  the  six  wards.  At 
their  head  sat  two  supreme  magistrates,  the  tlcLchiach 
and  aquiachj  chosen  respectively  from  the  priesthood 
and  nobility,  and  corresponding  to  pontiff  and  captain- 
general,*  the  latter  office  held  at  this  time  by  Tecuan- 
huehuetzin.'' 

^See  Native  Baees,  iii.  !▼. 

^Native  Bcieea,  v.  264;  Camargo,  Hist,  Tlaas,,  160.  ' QoaernanaBe  por  vn 
capital!  general,  cligido  por  la  repnblica,  con  el  consejo  de  seys  nobles,  assUt- 
ian  en  el  aacerdotes.*  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  vii.  cap.  ii.  Gomara  mentions  only 
•a  captain-general  or  governor.  Hwt,  Mex,,  95.  Torqnemada  gives  the  city 
four  lords,  who  divide  between  them  the  territory,  li  350-1.  The  govern- 
ment appears  to  have  imdergone  several  chances  since  the  age  of  Quetzal- 
coatl, ana  at  one  period  four  nobles  appear  to  nave  represented  the  wards, 
hot  these  increasea  in  course  of  time  to  six,  and  the  council  appears  also  to 
have  been  increaaed  by  the  attendance  of  other  priests  beside  the  pontiff. 

^Chimalpain,  Hist.  Conq,,  100, 107-8.  For  history  and  description  of  d^ 
and  templei»  see  NcUive  Raeea,  ii.-v. 
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At  the  command  of  these  chiefs  a  number  of  Cho- 
lultec  nobles  appeared  at  the  camp  to  offer  welcome 
and  to  bring  provisions.*  In  the  morning  the  army 
advanced  toward  the  city  and  was  met  by  a  crowd 
of  fully  ten  thousand  people,  preceded  by  a  stately 
procession,  at  the  head  of  which  appeared  the  lords. 
They  showed  themselves  most  obsequious,  but  re- 
quested that  the  Tlascaltecs,  as  their  enemies,  should 
not  be  allowed  to  enter  the  city,  and  Cortes  ac- 
cordingly persuaded  these  warriors  to  camp  outside. 
Some  of  their  carriers  alone  entered  with  the 
Cempoalans  and  Spaniards  to  receive  a  share  in  the 
proffered  hospitality.  If  the  troops  found  no  arches 
and  floral  festoons,  as  at  Tlascala,  to  honor  them,  nor 
the  same  jubilant  shouts  of  welcome,  they  were  at 
least  heralded  by  clashing  music,  and  dense  crowds  of 
spectators  lined  the  streets  and  roofs,  while  priests, 
in  white  robes  went  chanting  by  their  side,  swinging 
the  censers  whence  the  copal  rose  to  shed  a  halo  on 
the  heroes.  Cortes  was  struck  with  the  superior 
quality  and  quantity  of  dresses  worn,  the  higher 
classes  being  noticeable  in  their  embroidered  mantles,, 
not  unlike  the  Moorish  cloak.  He  also  observed  that 
beggars  abounded,  as  they  did  in  "Spain  and  other 
parte  inhabited  by  civilized  people." 

The  courts  of  one  of  the  temples'  were  offered  aa 
quarters  for  the  army,  and  presently  servants  ap- 
peared with  provisions,  which,  if  not  abundant,  were 
at  least  good.^^  Cortes  did  not  omit  to  vaunt  the 
grandeur  of  his  king  and  to  impress  the  advantages 
of  the  true  faith,  but  although  the  lords  bowed  ad- 
mission to  the  first  they  held  firmly  to  their  idols. 

'  From  a  vagae  reference  in  Camaigo,  Bnuisear  de  Bourbonig  aasomefl  that, 
this  party  is  headed  by  the  three  counsellors  least  friendly  to  the  Spaniards. 
A  little  later  the  other  three  come  to  Oort^  for  protection,  after  escaping  from 
the  imprisonment  imposed  u{>on  them  by  their  collea^es.  Hist,  Nat,  Civ,,  iv. 
174.  Herrera  places  the  arrival  of  the  refugees  at  Tlascala.  dec.  ii  lib.  vi. 
cap.  xviii.     But  there  appears  to  be  no  ground  for  these  statements. 

•  *  Del  gran  Cii  de  QuetzalcoaU.'  Sahagun,  Hist,  Cong,,  18. 

10  <Le8  dieron  aquella  noche  a  cada  vno  th  gallipauo.*  Ownara,  SitL. 
Afex.,  92. 
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The  following  day  thev  failed  to  appear,  and  the 
supply  of  food  dwindled  perceptibly,  while  none  was. 
fornished  on  the  third  day,  the  populace  even  ap- 
pearing to  avoid  the  Spanish  quarters.  Cortes  sent 
to  remind  the  chiefs  of  their  neglect,  but  received 
only  the  scantiest  provisions,  with  the  excuse  that 
the  stock  was  nearly  exhausted." 

The  same  day  came  envoys  from  Montezuma,  un- 
provided with  the  usual  presents,  who,  after  some 
words  with  the  confreres  acting  as  guides  to  the 
Spaniards,  represented  that  to  proceed  to  Mexico 
would  be  useless,  since  the  roads  were  impassable  and 
the  food  supply  insufficient."  Finding  that  these  and 
other  statements  had  no  effect  on  Cortes,  they  left, 
taking  with  them  the  leading  envoy  stationed  with 
the  Spaniards."  All  this  was  far  from  reassuring^ 
taken  in  connection  with  the  warning  of  the  Tlas- 
caltecs  still  ringing  in  their  ears,  and  with  the  report 
brought  by  Cempoalans  of  barricades,  of  stone  pilea 
upon  the  roofs,  and  of  excavations  in  the  main 
street  set  with  pointed  sticks  and  loosely  covered 
over." 

Now  came  messengers  from  the  allied  camp  to 
announce  that  women  and  children  had  been  leaving 
the  city  with  their  effects,  and  that  unusual  prepa- 
rations seemed  to  be  going  on.  Scarcely  had  this  set 
Cortes  pondering  when  Marina  appeared  with  the  still 
more  startUng  information  that  a  native  woman  of 
rank,  won  by  her  beauty  and  evident  wealth  no  doubt, 
had  just  been  urging  her  in  a  most  mysterious  man- 
ner to  transfer  herself  and  her  effects  to  the  house 
of  the  woman,  where  she  should  be  married  to  her 

"  *Lo  que  tauian  era  agua,  y  lefia,'  says  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  58. 
^'  'Do  Muteczama  estaba  habia  mucho  ntbnero  de  leones  6  tigres  6  otras 
fierao,  6  que  cada  que  Muteczuma  quirie  las  hacie  soltar,  6  bastaban  para 
oomemoB  6  despedazamoe.'  Tapia,  Bel.,  in IcazbcUceia,  Col.  Doc.,  ii  574;  Go- 
ffuxrcL,  JTisL  Mex.,  92. 

"  Cort6B  told  them  to  wait,  for  he  would  start  for  Mexico  on  the  following 
day,  and  they  promised  to  do  so,  says  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  58. 

I'^On  his  entry  into  the  dty  Cort^  also  observed  suspicious  features. 
MIgffTifttt  calles  de  la  cindad  tapiadas,  y  muchas  piedras  en  todas  las  azoteas.' 
Cartas,  72. 
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son."  By  expressing  gratitude  and  pretending  ac- 
quiescence, Marina  elicited  that  envoys  had  been 
coming  and  going  between  Mexico  and  Cholula  for 
some  time,  and  that  Montezuma  had  prevailed  on 
the  chiefs,  by  means  of  bribes  and  promises,"  to 
attack  the  Spaniards  that  very  night  or  in  the 
morning.  Aztec  troops  were  stationed  close  to  the 
city,  to  the  number  of  twenty  or  even  fifty  thousand, 
to  aid  in  the  work  and  to  carry  the  Mexican  share  of 
the  captives  to  their  capital."  Cortes  at  once  secured 
the  communicative  woman,  who  was  awaiting  the  re- 
turn of  Marina  with  her  valuables,  and  ascertained 
further  that  the  covered  excavations,  the  stone  piles, 
and  the  barricades  were  no  fiction. 

He  also  secured  two  apparently  friendly  priests," 
and  by  bribing  them  with  chalchiuite  stones,  and 
showing  that  he  was  aware  of  the  plot,  obtained 
a  revelation  which  agreed  substantially  with  the  ac- 
count already  given.  It  appeared  that  Montezxmia 
had  proposed  to  quarter  his  troops  in  the  city,  but 
this  the  lords  had  objected  to,  fearing  that  once 
within  the  walls  the  Aztecs  would  retain  possession." 
The  Cholultecs  intended  to  do  the  deed  themselves, 
and  it  was  only  in  case  the  Spaniards  left  the  city, 
or  escaped,  that  the  confederate  Aztecs  were  to  take 
an  active  part. 

Only  tliree  of  the  wards  had  consented  to  share  in 
the  treachery,**  and  the  priests  of  the  others  had  that 

'^  'Heimano  de  otro  mo^o  que  traia  la  vieja  que  la  acompafiaua. '  Bemal 
DiaZy  JiMt,  Verdad,,  69.  This  is  probably  the  young  man  who,  according  to 
Peter  Martyr,  reveals  the  plot  to  Aguilar.  A  'Cempoal  maiden*  warn  also 
warned  by  a  Cholultec  woman,  dec.  v.  cap.  ii. 

^*  'Dieron  al  capitan-genenJ  vn  atambor  de  oro.*  Oomara^  Hist.  Jfer.,  92. 
This  official  was  the  huslimd  of  the  old  woman.  Bernal  Diaz,  JIUt.  Verdad. ,  59. 

^^  *Auian  de  quedar  veinte  de  nosotros  para  sacrificar  d  los  idolos  de  Cho- 
lula.* Bemal  Diaz^  Hist.  Vcrdad.,  69.    Others  say  half  the  captives. 

^^  Marina  won  them  over.  Id.  'Dos  que  andauan  muy  solicitos.'  Herrent, 
dec.  ii.  lib.  vii.  cap.  i.  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg  supposes  that  the  friendly 
chiefs  were  those  wno  gave  the  first  intimation  of  the  plot.  Hist,  NeU,  Oiv.,  iv. 
174,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  thdt  they  did  warn  the  Spaniards. 

1*  Oviedo  regards  the  Cholultecs  as  having  rebelled  against  Montezuma, 
iii.  498.  But  they  stood  rather  in  the  position  of  allies.  See  Native  Baces,  v. 
Bemal  Diaz  assumes  that  half  the  Aztec  troops  were  admitted. 

^  'Los  Mezicanos trataron  con  los  Senores  de  los  Tree  Barrios.'  Tor- 
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very  day  sacrificed  ten  children^  to  the  god  of  war, 
and  received  assurances  of  victory.  So  confident  were 
they  of  securing  the  encaged  guests  that  ropes  and 
stakes  had  been  prepared  to  bind  the  captives. 

Cortds  called  his  counsellors,  and  placing  before 
them  the  state  of  affairs  asked  their  views.  A  few  of 
the  more  cautious  advised  retreat  to  Tlascala,  whose 
friendly  hospitality  seemed  alluring.  Others  suggested 
an  immediate  departure  by  way  of  the  friendly  Huex- 
otzinco,  while  the  majority  inclined  to  a  prompt  and 
effective  chastisement  of  the  treachery  as  a  warning 
to  others.  This  was  what  Cortes  had  determined  upon. 
He  showed  them  how  well  the  arrangement  of  the 
courts  would  answer  for  the  plan  he  had  evolved,  and 
how  strong  they  were  in  case  of  a  siege. 

Summoning  the  lords,  he  expressed  his  displeasure 
at  the  inconsiderate  treatment  received,  and  said  that 
he  would  rid  them  of  his  presence  on  the  morrow.  He 
reminded  them  of  the  allegiance  they  had  tendered, 
and  declared  that  if  loyal  they  would  be  rewarded; 
if  not,  punishment  would  foUow.  Finally  he  demanded 
provisions  for  the  journey,  and  two  thousand  warriors, 
beside  carriers,  to  accompany  the  army.**  This  ap- 
peared to  suit  their  plans,  for  they  exchanged  a  look 
of  intelligence,  and  at  once  promised  compliance,  pro- 
testing at  the  same  time  their  devotion.  "What  need 
have  these  of  food,"  they  muttered  with  a  laugh, 
^'when  they  themselves  are  soon  to  be  eaten  cooked 
with  chile  ?"^     That  very  night   preparations  were 

qu^mada,  L  438.  Herrera  has  been  even  more  explicit,  and  Bemal  Biaz  con- 
nims  tins  in  sereral  places,  without  specifying  the  number.  <Otros  barrios, 
que  no  se  hallaron  en  las  traiciones.'  Hist.  Veruad.,  60. 

**  Three  years  old,  half  males,  half  females.  Herrera^  dec.  ii.  lib.  vii.  cap.  ii. 
Oviedo  supposes  the  females  to  be  young  virgins,  iii.  498.  Bemal  Diaz  says 
five  children  and  two  other  persons. 

"Most  authors,  following  Gomara  and  Herrera,  assume  that  only  carriers 
were  asked  for,  but  Diaz  writes  warriors,  and  correctly,  no  doubt,  since  it 
could  not  be  Cort^*  plan  or  desire  to  wreak  vengeance  on  helpless  carriers, 
but  rather  on  the  very  men  who  proposed  to  attack  him.  According  to 
Tapia,  followed  by  Gomara,  Ck)rt^s  upbraids  the  lords  for  lying  and  plotting, 
but  they  assure  him  of  their  loyalty.  ReL,  in  Iccabalceta^  Col.  Doc.,  ii  575. 
It  is  not  likely  that  he  would  have  roused  suspicion  by  such  language. 

»  'Agnilar  que  los  oya  hablar.'  Oviedo^  iii  4^. 
Hist.  1Cbz.>  Vol.  L   16 
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made,  the  Spaniards  planting  guns  at  the  approaches 
to  the  streets  and  courts,  looking  to  the  horses  and 
accoutrements,  and  sending  a  message  to  the  Tlascal- 
tecs  to  enter  the  city  and  join  them  on  hearing  the 
first  shot. 

In  the  morning,  so  early  indeed  as  to  indicate  a 
decided  eagerness,  came  the  lords  and  leading  priests, 
with  an  immense  'throng.  A  force  even  larger  than 
had  been  demanded  followed  them  into  the  Spanish 
quarter,  and  was  allowed  to  file  into  the  court,  which 
was  commanded  at  all  points  by  the  soldiers  and  the 
cannon,  the  latter  as  yet  innocent-looking  instruments 
to  the  Cholultecs.^  The  lords  and  leading  men,  to  the 
number  of  thirty  or  forty,  were  invited  to  Cortes' 
rooms  to  receive  his  farewell.  He  addressed  them  in 
a  severe  tone,  in  the  presence  of  the  Aztec  envoys, 
representing  that  he  had  sought  to  win  their  friend- 
ship for  himself  and  their  adhesion  for  his  king,  and 
to  further  this  he  had  treated  them  with  every  con- 
sideration. They  had  withheld  the  necessary  supplies, 
yet  he  had  respected  their  property  and  persons,  and 
for  their  sake  he  had  left  his  stanch  allies  outside 
the  city.  In  return  for  this  they  had,  under  the  mask 
of  friendship,  plotted  against  the  lives  of  his  party, 
the  invited  guests  of  themselves  and  of  Montezuma, 
with  the  intention  of  assassinating  them.  But  they 
had  been  caught  in  their  own  trap.  The  amazement 
of  the  chiefs  deepened  into  terror  as  he  concluded. 
"  Surely  it  is  a  god  that  speaks,"  they  murmured, "  since 
he  reads  our  very  thoughts."  On  the  impulse  of  the 
moment  they  admitted  their  guilt,  but  cast  the  blame 
on  Montezuma.  This,  rejoined  Cortes,  did  not  justify 
treachery,  and  the  excuse  should  avail  them  naught. 
The  lords  who  had  been  opposed  to  the  plot,  and  a 
few  others  less  guilty  or  less  responsible  chiefs  and 
priests,  were  now  taken  aside,  and  from  them  further 

**  Picked  warriors  were  brouffht,  pretending  to  be  slaves  and  carriers. 
Tapia,  JRd.,  in  Icazbalceta,  Col.  Loc,,  ii.  675.  *C6  hamacas  paia  lleuar  los 
Espafioles.'  Gomara,  IJist,  Mex.,  93. 
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particulars  were  obtained,  which  implicated  the  Mexi- 
cans only  the  more. 

Returning  to  the  envoys,  who  protested  that  their 
emperor  was  wholly  blameless,  he  reassured  them  by 
saying  that  he  believed  not  a  word  of  the  accusation. 
Montezuma  was  too  great  a  prince,  he  continued,  to 
stoop  to  such  baseness,  and  had  beside,  by  means  of 
presents  and  messages,  shown  himself  to  be  his  friend. 
The  Cholultecs  should  suffer  the  penalty  not  only  of 
their  treason  but  of  their  falsehood.  The  fact  was 
that  it  did  not  suit  Cortds  to  quarrel  with  Montezuma 
for  the  present,  but  rather  to  lull  him  into  fancied 
security.**  A  terrible  punishment  was  now  in  store 
for  the  Cholultecs. 

The  signal  being  given,  volleys  poured  from  cannon, 
arquebuses,  and  cross-bows  upon  the  warriors  con- 
fined in  the  court,  and  then  the  Spaniards  rushed  in 
with  sword  and  lance  thrusting  and  slashing  at  the 
packed  masses.  The  high  walls  permitted  no  escape, 
and  at  the  gates  gleamed  a  Une  of  lances  above  the 
smoking  mouths  of  the  guns.  Pressing  one  upon 
another,  the  victims  offered  only  a  better  mark  for  the 
ruthless  slayers,  and  fell  in  heaps,  dead  and  dying 
intermingled,  while  many  were  trampled  underfoot. 
Not  one  of  those  who  had  entered  the  court  remained 
standing.  Among  the  slain  were  the  captain-general 
and  the  most  inimical  of  the  lords  and  leading  men.^* 
Meanwhile  other  guns  had  belched  destruction 
along  the  approaches  from  the  streets,  as  the  crowd 
rushed  forward  in  response  to  the  cries  and  groans 

'^  According  to  Bemal  Diaz  the  envoys  are  told  of  this  on  the  preceding 
e?«ninff,  and  are  thereupon  placed  under  guard.  Hist.  Verdcul.,  59.       ' 

**  &pia  states  that  most  of  the  lords  and  chiefs  whom  Cortes  addressed 
wcr*  killed.  i?f/.,  in  Iccabalceta,  Col.  Doc,  ii.  675.  'Some  of  them,*  say  Ixtlil- 
xochitl  and  Gomara,  while  Clavigero,  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg,  and  others 
suppose  that  all  these  leaders  were  pardoned,  which  is  not  likely,  since  so 
many  less  guilty  men  fell.  '£1  que  solia  mddar,  fue  vno  de  los  que  murieron. 
en  el  patio.'  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdcul.,  60.  Ho  intimates  that  the  real 
carriers  were  allowed  to  leave  the  court,  the  warriors  alone  bein^  detained  for 
slaughter.  The  two  friendly  priests  were  sent  home  to  be  out  of  harm's  way. 
This  leads  to  the  supposition  that  all  the  rest  of  the  leading  men  fell  *Lc« 
otros  sefiores  natunues  todos  murieron.'   Oviedo,  iii  499. 
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of  their  butchered  friends.  Terrified  by  the  fiery 
thunder  and  its  mysterious  missiles,  they  fell  back; 
and  now  the  cavalry  charged,  trampling  them  under- 
foot, and  opening  a  way  for  the  infantry  and  allies, 
who  pressed  onward  to  take  advantage  of  the  con- 
fusion and  to  repeat  the  scene  enacted  within.  Panic- 
stricken  as  the  natives  were  by  the  strange  arms 
and  tactics  of  the  Spaniards,  they  offered  little  or 
no  resistance,  though  armed  with  intent  to  attack. 
Being  also  without  leaders,  they  had  none  to  restrain 
their  flight,  but  pressed  one  on  the  other,  down  the 
streets  and  into  buildings,  anywhere  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  cutting  blades  and  fierce-tramping  horses.  The 
Tlascaltecs^^  were  at  the  same  time  falling  on  their 
flanks,  glorjdng  in  the  opportunity  to  repay  {heir 
enemies  the  treachery  of  years  ago.  A  bloody  track 
they  left.  Unprepared  for  such  an  onslaught  the 
people  of  Cholula  found  little  opportunity  to  make 
use  of  the  barricades  and  the  stone  piles,  and  where 
they  attempted  it  the  fire-arm  and  cross-bow  aided 
the  fire-brand.  The  strongest  resistance  was  met  at 
the  temples,  wherein  the  fugitives  mostly  gathered, 
but  even  these  did  not  hold  out  long,  for  stones  and 
arrows  availed  little  against  armor. 

All  who  could  sought  to  gain  the  great  temple  of 
Quetzalcoatl,  which  ofiered  not  only  the  best  defence 
from  its  height,  but  was  held  to  be  impregnable 
through  the  special  protection  extended  over  it  by 
the  deity.  Within  its  walls  lay  confined  a  mighty 
stream,  so  it  was  said,  which  by  the  removal  of  a 
few  stones  could  be  let  loose  to  overwhelm  invaders. 
Now,  if  ever,  in  the  name  of  all  the  gods,  let  it  be 
done!  Reverently  were  removed,  one  by  one,  the 
stones  of  the  sacred  wall,  but  no  flood  appeared,  not 
even  a  drop  of  water.  In  their  despair  the  besieged 
hastened  to  hurl  the  stones,  and  arrows,  and  darts" 

ST  Wearing  crowns  of  roaheB  to  be  diatingaiBhed  from  their  enemies.  Co- 
tnarao,  Hist.  Tlax,,  164. 

^  Zamaoois  enters  into  an  elaborate  argument  to  disprove  the  unimportant 
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upon  the  enemy  as  they  climbed  the  sides  of  the  pyra- 
mid. But  there  was  Uttle  use  in  this.  Quickly  they 
were  driven  by  the  sword  from  the  platform  into  the 
chapel  tower.  Not  caring  to  lose  time  in  a  siege,  the 
Spaniards  offered  them  their  lives.  One  alone  is  said 
to  have  surrendered.  The  rest,  inspired  by  the  pres- 
ence of  the  idols,  spat  defiance.  It  was  their  last 
effort,  for  the  next  moment  the  torch  was  applied, 
and  enfolding  the  building,  the  flames  drove  the 
besieged,  frenzied  with  terror  and  excitement,  upon 
the  line  of  pikes  inclosing  them,  or  head -foremost 
down  the  dizzy  heights.  To  the  last  could  be  seen  a 
priest  upon  the  highest  pinnacle,  enveloped  in  smoke 
and  glare,  declaiming  against  the  idols  for  having 
abandoned  them,  and  shouting:  "Now,  Tlascala,  thy 
heart  has  its  revenge  I  Speedily  shall  Montezuma 
have  hisl"" 

During  the  first  two  hours  of  the  slaughter  over 
three  thousand  men  perished,  if  we  mav  believe 
Cortes,  and  for  three  hours  more  he  contmued  the 
carnage,  raising  the  number  of  deaths  according  to 
different  estimates  to  six  thousand  or  more.*  The 
loss  of  life  would  have  been  still  greater  but  for  the 
strict  orders  issued  to  spare  the  women  and  children, 
and  also  the  less  hostile  wards,^  and  for  the  eagerness 
of  the  Tlascaltecs  to  secure  captives  as  well  as  spoils, 
and  of  the  Spaniards  to  hunt  for  treasures.  The 
hostUe  wards  had  besides  been  pretty  well  cleared  of 
inhabitants  by  the  time  Cortes  returned  to  his  quarters 

statement  that  burning  arrows  were  showered  on  the  besiegers.  Hist.  Mtj., 
U.  707.  This  author  has  a  decided  faculty  for  singling  out  trifles,  apparently 
under  the  impression  that  important  questions  can  take  care  of  themselves. 

^Camargoy  Hist,  Tlax,,  16a-4;  Torquemada,  i.  440.  *Se  dejaron  alii 
quemar.'  Tapia,  Jiel.,  in  Icixzbaleeta,  Col.  Doc.,  ii.  676. 

*»  CorUs,  Carton,  73-4;  Oomara,  HisL  Mex.,  04;  6000  and  more  within  two 
hours.  IxtUlxochUly  Hist.  Chick.,  294.  Las  Casas  lets  him  first  kill  6000 
unarmed  carriers  and  then  proceed  to  devastate  the  city.  Regto.  Ind.  De- 
vatUa.,  27. 

'^  *Ech6  toda  la  gente  fuera  de  la  ciudad  por  muchas  partes  della.'  C<yrUs, 
Cartas,  74.  The  statement  of  Bemal  Diaz  that  the  friendly  priests  were  sent 
home,  to  be  out  of  harm's  way,  shows  also  that  parts  of  the  city  were  respected. 
See  notes  17  and  23.  '£1  marques  mandaba  que  se  guardasen  de  no  matar 
mujeres  ni  niilos.'   Tapui,  lUl.,  in  IcazbcUceta,  Col.  Doc,,  iL  676. 
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forbidding  further  butcheir.  When  the  amnesty  was 
proclaimed,  however,  numbers  appeared  from  hiding- 
places,  even  from  beneath  the  heaps  of  slain,  while 
many  who  had  pretended  death,  to  escape  the  sword, 
arose  and  fled. 

The  pillage  was  continued  for  some  time  longer," 
and  as  the  Tlascaltecs  cared  chiefly  for  fabrics,  feathers, 
and  provisions,  particularly  salt,  the  Spaniards  were 
allowed  to  secure  all  the  gold  and  trinkets  they  could, 
though  these  were  far  less  in  amount  than  had  been 
expected.**  When  the  real  work  was  over,  Xicoten- 
catl  appeared  with  twenty  thousand  men  and  tendered 
his  services;  but  Cortes  could  offer  him  only  a  share 
in  the  booty  for  his  attention,  and  with  this  he  re- 
turned to  Tlascala  to  celebrate  the  downfall  of  the 
hated  and  boastful  neighbor.** 

The  prayers  of  the  chiefs  who  had  been  spared, 
supported  by  the  neighboring  caciques,  and  even  by 
the  Tlascalan  lords,  prevailed  on  Cortes  to  stop  the 
pillage  after  the  second  day,  and  to  issue  a  pardon, 
although  not  till  everything  of  value  had  been 
secured.  Some  of  the  chiefs  were  thereupon  sent 
forth  to  recall  the  fugitive  inhabitants,  and  with  such 
good  effect  that  within  a  few  days  the  city  was  again 
peopled.  The  ddbris  and  gore  being  removed,  the 
streets  speedily  resumed  their  accustomed  appearance, 
and  the  shops  and  markets  were  busy  as  before, 
though  blackened  ruins  and  desolated  homes  long 
remained   a  testimony  of  the   fearful   blow.*^     Im- 

'^  For  two  days,  says  Tapia,  id,t  and  Bemal  Diaz  intimateB  that  it  ended 
with  the  second  day.  /list,  Verdad.,  60. 

**  *  Tomaron  loe  Castellanos  el  oro,  y  pliuna,  auque  se  hallb  poco.'  fferrera, 
dec.  ii.  lih.  vii.  cap.  ii.  *Ovo  mucho  despojo  de  oro  6  plata,*  savs  Oviedo, 
ill.  499,  probably  because  he  knew  Cholula  to  be  rich;  but  a  great  deal  of  pri- 
vate treasure  at  least  must  have  been  taken  out  of  the  city  when  the  women 
were  sent  away.     The  Tlascaltecs  carried  off  20,000  captives,  he  adds. 

**  Herreray  ubi  sup.  Oviedo  allows  a  reinforcement  of  40,000  Tlascaltecs 
to  join  in  the  massacre  and  pillage,  iii.  498,  and  Bemal  Diaz,  Hurt.  Ver€Uid.,€Q, 
says  the  late  comers  joined  m  the  pillage  on  the  second  day.  The  Tlascaltecs 
brought  the  Spaniards  food,  of  which  they  had  fallen  short.  IxUUxoehUl, 
Hist.  Chich.,  295. 

*^  A  very  similar  massacre  and  raid  was  perpetrated  by  the  Chichimeo^ 
Toltecs  at  the  close  of  the  thirteenth  centoiy.  Native  Bctcea,  v.  484-7. 
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pressed  no  less  by  the  supposed  divine  penetration  of 
the  white  conquerors  than  by  their  irresistible  prowess 
and  terrible  revenge,  the  natives  were  only  too  ready 
to  kiss  with  veneration  the  hand  red  with  the  blood 
of  their  kindred.  To  this  they  were  also  impelled  by 
finding  that  the  Spaniards  not  only  allowed  no  sacri- 
fice of  captives,  but  ordered  the  Tlascaltecs  to  release 
the  prisoners  they  had  hoped  to  carry  into  slavery. 
This  was  a  most  trying  requirement  to  the  allies,  but 
at  the  instance  of  Maxixcatzin  and  other  lords  they 
obeyed  in  so  far  as  to  restore  the  greater  proportion 
of  the  thousands  who  had  been  secured. 

The  intervention  of  the  Tlascaltec  lords  and  chiefs 
in  behalf  of  the  Cholultecs  tended  to  promote  a  more 
friendly  feeling  between  the  two  peoples,  particularly 
since  the  one  had  been  satiated  with  revenge  and  the 
other  humbled,  and  Cortes  took  advantage  of  this  to 
formally  reconcile  them.  Whatever  may  have  been 
their  sincerity  in  the  matter,  they  certainly  found  no 
opportunity  to  renew  their  feud. 

The  captain-general  having  fallen,  the  people,  with 
Cortes'  approval,  chose  a  successor  from  the  ranks  of 
the  friendly  chiefs.*  Cortes  assured  them  of  his  good- 
will and  protection  so  long  as  they  remained  the  loyal 
subjects  they  now  promised  to  be,  and  he  hoped  that 
nothing  would  occur  hereafter  to  mar  their  friendly 
intercourse.  He  explained  to  them  the  mysteries  of 
his  faith,  and  its  superiority  over  the  superstitious 
worship  of  the  idols  which  had  played  them  false 
during  the  late  conflict,  counselling  them  to  cast  aside 
such  images,  and  let  their  place  be  occupied  by  the 
redeeming  emblems  of  Christianity.  The  terrified 
natives  could  only  promise  obedience,  and  hasten  to 
aid  in  erecting  crosses,  but  the  idols  nevertheless  re- 
tained their  places.  Cortes  was  quite  prepared  to 
take  advantage  of  his  power  as  conqueror  to  compel 

^  Oomara,  Hut,  Mex.,  95.  Finding  that  the  brother  of  the  deceased  was, 
according  to  cuatom,  entitled  to  the  office,  Cort^  appointed  him.  Bernal  Diaz, 
H%9L  Verdad,,  60.  Oviedo  intimates  that  one  governor  was  chosen  to  take 
the  place  of  aX\  the  other  ruling  men.  iii.  499. 
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the  acceptance  of  his  doctrines  by  the  now  huml 
people,  but  Padre  Olmedo  rej^resenting  the  futiliti 
enforced  conversion,  he  contented  himself  with  bre 
ing  the  sacrificial  cages  and  forbidding  the  offering 
human  victims.  As  it  was,  idcJatry  had  suffere 
heavy  blow  in  this  terrible  chastisement  of  the  t 
city,  rich  as  she  was  in  her  sanctuaries  and  profoi 
in  her  devotion.  The  gods  had  proved  powerl 
Although  a  number  of  temples  were  speedily  restc 
to  their  worship,  the  great  pjTamid  was  never  a^ 
to  be  graced  by  pagan  rites.  Twice  had  this  ten 
shared  in  the  destruction  of  the  city,  only  to 
more  beautiful  than  ever  in  its  delusive  attracti< 
now  a  simple  stone  cross  stood  upon  the  sumi 
erected  by  Cortes  to  guard  the  site  on  behalf  of 
church  which  was  there  to  rise  a  few  years  la 
This  was  dedicated  to  the  Yirgen  de  los  Remed 
whose  image  is  said  to  have  been  left  in  the  citj 
her  conquerors.^ 

The  massacre  of  Cholula  forms  one  of  the  darl 
pages  in  the  annals  of  the  conquest,  and  has  affor 
much  ground  for  reproach  against  Cortes,  but  i 
to  be  regarded  from  different  ntand-points.  The 
bolical  doctrines  of  the  day  may  be  said  to  h 
forced  on  adventurers  in  Ainenca  the  conquest 
her  nations,  and  cruel  deeds  were  but  the  natural 
suit,  particularly  when  the  task  was  undertaken  \ 
insufficient  forces.  According  tc>  their  own  admiss 
made  also  before  the  later  investigating  commit 
the  Cholultecs  had  plotted  to  destroy  their  iav 
guests,  whom  they  sought  tir^t  to  lull  into  fan* 
security,  and  in  this  they  acted  as  treacherously 
plotted  as  cruelly  as  did  their  intended  victims  in 

'^  It  is  also  said  'que  la  trajo  un  religioso  fi^ziciacano  A  cjuien  ae  1«  &p< 
en  Roma.'  Veytiaj  HisL  Ant.  M^j.,  i.  156.  "Disgustoil  with  the  idol  i 
had  played  them  false,  they  installed  another  lu  its  pla<2o/  «aya  Benml 
Hist.  Verdad.f  61.  The  disregard  shown  liy  Spaniards  even  for  the  t^i 
and  relics  of  Quetzalcoatl  might  have  struck  the  natives  as  peculiar  ii 
whom  rumor  pointed  out  as  his  descendants,  ynt  no  chnimqle  refurs  to  il 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


EXCUSES  FOB  TREACHERY  AND  MURDER. 


24» 


Qg.  True,  they  had  been  forced  by  threats,  and 
I  exhibition  of  an  apparently  superior  force,  into 
nission  which  they  could  ill  brook,  and  were 
id  in  striking  a  blow  for  liberty,  especially  when 
•aged,  or  bidden,  by  the  great  monarch;  but 
lad  no  right  to  complain  if  they  suflTered  the 
J  everywhere  affixed  to  treachery;  and  the 
Itecs  did  bear  an  unenviable  reputation  in  this 
t.  The  native  records  naturally  assert  their 
nee;  but  even  if  we  ignore  the  confession  of 
dians,  as  prompted  by  fear  of  their  judges  and 
■s,  or  as  colored  by  Franciscans  whose  patron 
was,  and  if  we  disregard  all  official  testmiony, 
Lst  still  admit  that  there  was  evidence  enough 
ify  the  general  in  a  measure  which  he  regarded 
jssary  for  the  safety  of  his  men.* 

dflh  chroniclen  as  a  rale  approve  the  deed  as  necessary  and  just, 
bacit  or  open  comment,  and  a  few  devout  missionaries,  who  have  as- 
i  rank  of  Indian  apostles,  are  the  only  ones  to  take  exception.  Chief 
»e  stands  Las  Casas,  as  miffht  be  expected  from  his  sympathy  with 
:,  and  from  his  character  as  Indian  protector.  He  condemns  it  in  the 
easnred  terms  as  a  base  murder  of  innocent  and  defenceless  people, 
I  merely  with  a  view  to  spread  terror.  Six  thousand  carriers,  he 
ire  shut  up  in  a  court  and  put  to  the  sword,  while  the  many  dia- 
iive  cm  the  following  days  were  thrust  through  and  through.  The 
he  city  and  neighborhood,  to  the  number  of  over  100,  were  chained 

0  a  circle  of  poles  and  burned  alive,  and  the  king,  who  fled  with  30 
Hrers  to  a  temple,met  the  same  fate  there.     While  the  soldiers  were 

1  and  roasting  the  captives,  '  eorum  Capitaneum  smnma  ketitia  per- 
lunc  cantum  prorupisse : 

Monte  ex  Tarpelo  Bomans  Incendls  epectans 
Ipse  Nero  planctus  vidit,  neo  corde  movetur.' 

,  Bej.  Ind.  DevastaLf  26-8.  A  number  of  finely  executed  copper 
appended  to  illustrate  these  deeds. 

Diaz  expresses  himself  hotly  against  this  version,  and  states  that 
the  first  i^anciscans  who  came  to  Mexico  held  an  investigation  at 

the  massacre.  After  examining  the  leaders,  and  other  persons 
witnessed  it,  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  story  of  tlie 
I  was  true,  and  that  the  slaughter  was  a  well  merited  punishment 
which  involved  the  lives  of  Cortds'  soldiers,  and  would,  if  bucccss- 
tayed  the  conquest  for  God  and  the  king.  Diaz  had  heard  the  pious 
say  that  although  he  grieved  over  the  deed,  yet,  being  done,  it  was 
ice  it  exposed  tne  lies  and  wickedness  of  the  idols.  Mist.  VerdacL^ 
Franciscans  did  not  probably  care  to  weigh  carefully  the  value  of 
from  new  converts  given  before  a  tribunal  composed  of  their  re- 
l  political  masters,  nor  were  they  likely  to  favor  a  Dominican  friar 
asaa  when  the  interest  of  their  patron  Cort^  was  at  stake.  In  awe 
ITS,  and  in  terror  of  the  conquerors  whose  encomienda  slaves  they 
^T*<^i^Ti«  hardly  dared  to  say  aught  to  implicate  the  latter.     Thht  is 
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It  might  be  claimed  that  by  holding  captive  the 
chiefs  their  safety  would  have  been  assured;  but 
treason  was  rife  everywhere,  and  a  lesson  was  needed. 

doubtless  the  view  Las  Casas  would  have  taken.  Intent  on  pleading  the 
cause  of  his  dusky  prot^g^s,  he  cared  not  to  sift  statements  that  might  create 
sympathy  for  them.  Yet,  had  he  foreseen  how  widely  his  accusations  would 
be  used  to  sully  Spanish  fame,  he  might  have  been  more  circumspect.  '  £*  vero, 
che  fu  troppo  rigorosa  la  vendetta,  cd  orribile  la  strage,*  says  Clavigero ;  yet 
he  severely  condemns  Las  Casas  for  his  distorted  account.  Storia  Men. ,  iii.  63^4. 
According  to  Sahagun's  native  record,  the  Tlascaltecs  persuaded  Cort^  to 
avenge  them  on  the  Cholultecs,  and  as  the  latter  received  him  coldly,  he 
began  to  believe  the  accusations  of  his  allies.  Assemblins  the  chiefs  and 
BoMiers,  together  with  citizens,  in  the  temple  court,  he  slaughtered  them,  de- 
fenceless as  they  were.  Hist,  Conq.f  18.  Bustamante  comments  on  this  ver- 
sion, and  denounces  the  conquerors  as  atrociously  cruel.  /(/.  (ed.  1840),  56-63. 
Duran's  version  is  a  little  milder.  His  main  object  being  to  give  the  life 
of  Montezuma,  he  has  passed  by  many  events  connected  with  the  Spaniards, 
and  has  suppressed  many  accounts  of  their  cruelties.  He  accordingly  refers 
but  briefly  to  the  Cholula  massacre,  saying  that  *  the  Indians,  in  their  eagerness 
to  serve  the  Spaniards,  came  in  such  laive  numbers  to  their  quarters  with 
provisions,  grass,  etc. ,  that  Cortes  suspectedtreasonable  designs,  aud  put  them 
to  the  sword.'  Hist,  Ind.,  MS.,  ii.  438-9.  Iztlilxochitl  evidently  struggles 
between  his  fear  of  the  Spanish  rulers  and  the  desire  to  tell  what  he  regards 
as  the  truth.  He  intimates  that  the  only  ground  for  suspicion  agiinst  the 
Cholultecs  was  the  effort  to  dissuade  Cort^  from  goins  to  Mexico.  The  chiefs 
and  the  citizens  were  assembled  on  the  pretence  of  selecting  carriers,  and 
over  5000  fell  beneath  the  sword.  Hist.  CJUcIl^  294.  An  antagonistic  view  of 
the  affair  is  offered  by  Juan  Cano,  of  Narvaez*  expedition,  who  gave  Oviedo 
the  hearsay  statement  that  Cortds  had  asked  for  3000  carriers,  and  wantonly 
killed  them.  iii.  5o2.  Carbajal  Espinosa,  a  Mexican  historian,  like  Busta- 
mante, regards  the  victims  as  innocent  and  the  deed  as  barbarous.  Hi»t,  Mex., 
ii.  182.  Kobertson  considers  that  Cort^  had  good  reasons  for  it,  yet  *the 
punishment  was  certainly  excessive  and  atrocious.*  Hist,  ^m.,  ii.  452.  Solis 
condemns  those  who  seek  to  accuse  the  Spaniards  of  orneltv  and  to  pity  the 
Indians — 'maligna  compasion,  hiia  del  odio  y  de  laenvidia.'  The  conquerors 
gave  religion  to  them,  and  tliat  he  regards  as  sufficient  compensation.  Hist. 
Mex.j  i.  345.  *  Cortez  felt  but  doubtful  of  their  fidelity,  and  feared  to  leave 
his  rear  to  a  people  who  might  ruin  his  enterprise,*  says  Wilson,  Conq.,  Mex., 
383,  in  explanation  of  the  motive ;  but  he  forgets  that  a  few  hostages,  as  taken 
from  other  peoples  on  the  route,  would  have  secured  Cort^  far  more  than  the 
murder  of  a  small  percentage  of  this  population.  Prescott  compares  the  deed 
with  European  cruelties,  and,  considering  the  danger  threatening  the  Span- 
iards, he  excuses  it.  He  prefaces  his  comments  by  a  consideration  of  the 
right  of  conquest.  Mex.^  ii.  29-39.  Alas  for  honesty,  humanity,  decency, 
when  talented  American  authors  talk  of  the  right  of  one  peof>le  to  rob  and 
murder  another  people  I  See  also  Veytia,  Hint.  Ant.  Af^j.,  iii.  381-2;  Pi- 
tarro  y  OreUano.Varoms  Ilvstres,  86-9;  Peralta,  Not.  Hist.,  112-13,  313-14; 
Pimentei,  Mem.  Sit.,  90-2.  Although  some  of  the  early  Dutch  writers  eagerly 
copy  and  even  exaggerate  Las  Casas*  version,  the  contemporary  German 
writers  are  quite  moderate.  Cortes*  version  is  given  in  the  H'eltbuch  Spiegel 
unci  hildtivs  des  gantzen  Erdthodtnis  von  Sebastiano  Franco  Wordensi,  Tubingen, 
1534,  ccxxxvii  leaves,  beside  preface  and  register.  This  book  was  much  sought 
after  in  its  day,  and  received  several  editions,  in  German  and  Dutch,  as  late  as 
the  seventeenth  century.  The  earliest  mentioned  by  Harrisse  is  dated  1533. 
The  new  continent  was  gradually  receiving  a  larger  space  in  the  cosmographies 
at  this  period,  and  Franck  actually  assigns  it  a  whole  section,  as  one  of  the  four 
parts  of  the  world.    The  historic  and  geographic  description  of  Africa  occupies 
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among  the  greatest  plotters,  and  in  the  holy 
he  lesson  would  be  most  eflfective.  It  might 
3  claimed  that  the  chiefs  were  the  guilty  ones, 
lould  alone  have  suffered,  not  the  citizens  and 
•s;  but  they  were  also  in  arms,  even  if  sub- 
tc,  and  such  discrimination  is  not  observed  in 
m  age, 

rages  equally  as  cruel  are  to-day  exculpated 
[hout  Christendom  as  exigencies  of  war.  If 
en,  overlook  such  deeds,  how  much  more  ex- 
B  are  they  in  the  more  bloody  times  of  Cortes? 
either  now  nor  then  can  war,  with  any  of  its 
ant  atrocities,  be  regarded  by  right-thinking, 
le  men  as  aught  but  beastly,  horrible,  diabolical. 

and  smallest  section ;  Enrope  follows  and  absorbs  about  half  the 
ule  Asia  receives  100  folios,  and  America  the  remainder,  besinning 
llO.  The  headinff  reads:  Von  America  dem  vierdUn  teyl  derweltf 
CCCC.XCVIL  er/unden;  but  after  this  chapter  follow  several  pa^es 
guese  discoveries  in  Africa  and  eastward,  till  folio  220,  when  begms 
^6  of  Oolmnbns,  'sonst  Dauber  genant,'  the  German  translation  of 
ral^s  name.  After  several  chapters  on  the  physical  features,  natural 
,  and  inhabitants  of  the  new  discoveries,  comes  one  relating  how 
\  Vespucius  found  the  fourth  jjart  of  the  world.  This  is  followed  by 
es  of  matter  on  Asia,  as  if  the  author,  fearful  of  forgetting  it,  there 
gave  his  story.  Several  interpolations  occur,  but  the  chief  portion 
naining  folios  relates  to  Cort^  conquest  of  Mexico.  The  carelessly 
and  badly  arranged  material  of  the  volume  claims  to  be  based  on  over 
borities,  among  which  figure  Apianus,  Munster,  Vespucci,  Columbus, 
6a.  The  affix  Wordensi  indicates  that  Franck  was  a  Hollander, 
he  is  often  referred  to  as  a  German,  probably  because  his  life  was 
defly  in  Germany.  Here  he  issued,  among  other  works,  a  not  very 
chronicle,  which  was  excommunicated  at  Strasburg.  Franck  was 
[>m  more  than  one  place,  but  enjoys  the  honor  of  standing  in  the  first 
>ng  authors  condemned  by  the  Roman  Church,  and  of  having  been 
rorthy  of  special  refutation  by  Luther  and  Melancthon.  Even  the 
inded  Bayle,  after  applying  the  term  Anabaptist,  refers  to  him  as  '  us 
iique.'  Diet.  Hisi.,  u.  1216. 
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CHAPTER  XV, 

FROM  CHOLULA  TO  IZTAPALAPi!^. 

OCTOBKK-NOTEMBEB,    1519, 
biONTEZUMA  COVSXTLTS  THE  €k)DS— Hs  AOAI!f  BeGS  TEE  BTBJi^GMm 

Ck)MS  TO  Him — Popocatepetl  and  Iztaccihttatl — News  fkok 
Rica — Death  of  Escalante — Retuhn  op  the  Cempoaxak  A 
Again  en  route  fob  Mexico — Reckftiok  at  Hx^exotzinco- 
View  of  the  Mexican  Valley— Exultations  and  Miscrvi^-Gs 
ING  AT  Quauhtechcatl— The  Counterfeit  Montezuma— Mms 
Presents — The  Emperor  Attempts  to  Annihilatk  the  A 
Means  of  Sorcerers — Through  Quauhtechcatl^  Amaquemec 
Tlalmanaloo — A  Brilliant  Pboc£ssion  HERJiLDEi  tbb  Coa 
Cagama,  King  of  Tezcuog— At  Coitlahuac^Mbt  by  Ixtlilxo 
The  Hospitalitt  of  Iztapalapan, 

Elated  by  his  success,  Cortes  again  spoke  t 
Aztec  embassadors,  telling  them  in  an  aggi 
tone  that  proofs  existed  connecting  Mexican  1 
with  the  recent  plot,  and  that  it  would  be  onl 
for  him  to  enter  and  desolate  the  country  for 
perfidy.  The  envoys  protetsted  their  ignorance  c 
such  complicity,  and  offered  to  send  one  of  their 
ber  to  Mexico  to  ascertain  what  ground  thei 
for  the  charge.  This  CorteSs  agreed  to,  expre^i 
the  same  time  the  opinion  that  Montezuma,  afl 
his  friendly  demeanor,  could  hardly  have  favore 
treachery.  He  regarded  hioi  as  a  friend,  both  f 
sake  of  his  king  and  for  himself,  and  it  was  * 
deference  to  him  that  he  had  spared  the  Choi 
from  total  extermination.* 

When  the  envoy  reached  Mexico  he  found  th 
master  had  retired  to  grieve  over  the  fate  of  th^ 

1  CorUs,  Cartoi,  76-6;  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex,,  96-7, 
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city,  or  more  probably  over  the  defeat  of  his  plans, 
and  to  appeal  to  the  incensed  gods  by  prayers  and 
fastings,  while  the  priests  supported  the  invocations 
with  reeking  human  hearts.*  But  the  holocaust  was 
in  vain,  for  a  miraculous  incident  frightened  the  idols 
into  silence.  Among  the  victims,  says  a  sacred 
chronicle,  was  a  Tlascaltec,  who,  while  stretched  on 
the  sacrificial  stone,  called  loudly  on  the  God  of  the 
advancing  Spaniards  to  deliver  him.  The  words  were 
yet  on  his  lips  when  a  dazzling  light  enveloped  the 
place,  revealing  a  bright-clad  being  with  diadem  and 
large  wings.  The  priests  fell  awe -stricken  to  the 
ground,  while  the  angel  advanced  to  cheer  their 
victim  with  hopeful  words  of  a  happy  future.  He 
was  told  to  announce  to  the  priests  that  soon  the 
shedding  of  human  blood  would  cease,  for  those 
destined  to  rule  the  land  were  at  hand.  This  the 
victim  did,  when  the  sacrifices  were  resumed,  and 
with  the  name  of  God  the  last  upon  his  lips  his  spirit 
rose  to  a  brighter  world.' 

The  downfall  of  Cholula  resounded  throughout  the 
land,  and  the  Spaniards  were  now  almost  universally 
confirmed  as  divine  beings,  from  whom  nothing  could 
be  kept  secret,  and  whose  anger  was  fierce  and  de- 
vastating. One  efiect  was  the  arrival  of  envoys  from 
quite  a  number  of  surrounding  chieftains,  bearing  pres- 
ents^ partly  with  a  view  of  gaining  the  good- will  of  the 
dreaded  strangers,  partly  to  offer  congratulations.*  As 
for  Montezuma,  his  awe  deepened  into  terror  as  the 
reports  came  in  and  the  half  threatening  message  of 

'  *  Sacrificaasen  cinco  mill  peraonas  para  festejar  ^  aplacar  bus  dioses/ 
Oviedo,  iii.  499.  '  Estuuo  oncerrado  en  sos  deuociones,  y  aacrifidos  dos  dias 
jnntamente  con  diez  Papas.'  BerwU  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  61.  *  Estuuo  en 
iMikcion,  y  ayuno  ocho  dias.*  Oomara,  Hist,  Mex,,  97.  *Si  ritird  al  pala2aEO 
UiUanctdmecnU,  destinato  pel  tempo  di  duolo.'  ClavigerOt  Storia  Mess,,  iii.  69. 

>  MtiJidieta,  Hist.  JScles,,  182;  liemesal,  Hist.  Chyapa,  304.  According  to 
Arias  de  Villalobos,  the  idol  was  already  stricken  mate  bv  the  shadow  of 
the  approachiuc  cross;  the  ansel  released  the  captive,  one  of  500  destined  for 
alaiighter,  and  he  set  forth  to  join  the  Spaniards.  VetanevH^  Tealro  Mex.,  pt. 
ill  120. 

*  From  the  lord  of  Tepeaca  came  30  female  slaves  and  some  gold,  and 
from  Hnexotzinco  a  wooden  box,  bordered  with  gold  and  silver,  containing 
Jewels  worth  400  pesos  de  oro.  Herrtra,  dec.  ii  Hb.  viL  cap.  iii. 
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the  invader  was  delivered  him.  It  would  be  dangerous 
indeed  to  admit  these  beings;  but  how  prevent  it? 
Thus  revolving  the  matter,  Montezuma  had  recourse 
once  more  to  timid  entreaties.  His  envoy  returned 
to  Cholula  within  a  week,  accompanied  by  the  former 
chief  of  the  commission,  and  brought  ten  plates  of 
gold,'  fifteen  hundred  robes,  and  a  quantity  of  fowl 
and  delicacies,  together  with  the  assurance  that  he 
not  only  had  had  no  share  in  the  plot,  but  desired  to 
see  the  Cholultecs  further  chastised  for  their  treach- 
ery. The  Mexican  troops  near  Cholula  belonged  to 
the  garrisons  of  Acatzm^o  and  Itzucan  provinces, 
and  had  marched  to  the  aid  of  that  city  without  his 
knowledge,  prompted  wholly  by  neighborly  friend- 
ship. He  begged  the  Spanish  leader  not  to  proceed 
to  Mexico,  where  want  would  stare  him  in  the  face, 
but  to  present  his  demands  by  messengers,  so  that 
they  might  be  complied  with.  Cortes  replied  that 
he  must  obey  the  orders  of  his  king,  which  were  to 
deliver  to  the  emperor  in  person*  the  friendly  com- 
munications with  which  he  had  been  intrusted.  With 
this  object  he  had  crossed  vast  oceans  and  fought  his 
way  through  hosts  of  enemies.  The  privations  and 
dangers  depicted  could  not  deter  him,  for  naught 
availed  against  his  forces,  in  field  or  in  town,  by  day 
or  hj  night. 

Finding  objections  futile,  Montezuma  again  con- 
sulted the  idols.  Their  ruffled  spirit  had  evidently  been 
soothed  by  this  time,  for  now  came  the  oracle  to  in- 
vite the  strangers  to  Mexico.  Once  there,  it  was 
added,  retreat  should  be  cut  oflT,  and  their  lives  offered 
on  the  altar.''  This  utterance  was  favored  by  the 
counsellors  on  the  ground  that  if  the  Spaniards  were 

>  'Ten  thousand  pesos  de  oro/  says  Torqnemada,  i.  442. 

*Cort^j  Cartas,  75-6;  Torquemada,  i.  442.  Gomara  is  confused  about 
these  messages  between  Cholula  and  Mexico,  while  Benud  Diaz  ignores  thia 
attempt  to  keep  back  the  Spaniards. 

^  *QuitamoB  la  comida,  ^  a^ua,  6  alpar  qualquiera  de  las  puentes,  nos  ma- 
taria,  y  que  en  vn  dia,  si  nos  oaua  ^erra,  no  quedaria  ninguno  de  noeotros  4 
vida.'  Tnis  oracle  came  from  Huitzilopochtli.  The  bodies  should  be  eaten.. 
Bemal  Diaz,  HisL  Verdad.,  61;  Oviedo,  iii  489;  Qomara,  Hut.  Mex,,  97. 
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opposed  they  and  their  allies  might  ravage  the  coun- 
try. The  emperor  accordingly  sent  an  invitation, 
promising  that,  although  the  situation  of  the  capital 
made  it  difficult  to  provide  food,  he  would  do  his  best 
to  entertain  them  and  give  proofs  of  his  friendship. 
The  towns  en  route  had  orders  to  supply  all  their 
wants.® 

The  story  is  not  without  a  parallel  in  classic  litera- 
ture. As  Montezuma  awaited  the  approach  of  Cortes, 
so  old  King  Latinus  awaited  the  arrival  of  jEneas 
and  his  Trojan  warriors;  refusing  to  give  battle,  or  to 
fight  the  destinies,  and  curbing  his  impetuous  people 
by  quoting  the  oracle. 

Along  the  western  horizon  of  Cholula,  at  a  distance 
of  eight  leagues,  runs  the  mountain  range  which 
separates  the  plain  of  Huitzilapan  from  the  valley  of 
Mexico.  And  like  sentinels  upon  it  stand,  in  close 
proximity,  the  two  volcanic  peaks  of  Popocatepetl 
and  Iztaccihuatl,  terms  signifying  respectively  'the 
smoking  mountain'  and  *the  white  woman,'  and  indeed 
most  apt,  the  former  being  suggested  by  the  frequent 
eruptions,  the  latter  by  the  snowy  covering  which  falls 
like  a  tilmatli  mantle  from  a  woman's  shoulders.  Tra- 
dition has  it  that  Iztaccihuatl  was  the  wife  of  her 
neighbor,  whose  noise  and  fumes  were  caused  by  the 
agonies  of  tyrants  who  there  underwent  purification 
ere  they  could  enter  final  rest."  While  the  Spaniards 
were  at  Cholula,  Popocatepetl  was  in  eruption,  an 
evil  omen  with  the  Indians,  foreshadowing  the  dis- 
turbances soon  to  overwhelm  the  country.  Interested 
by  a  sight  so  curious  and  novel,  and  desirous  of 
ascertaining  for  himself  and  the  king  the  "secret 
of  this  smoke,"  Cortes  consented  to  let  Ordaz  ascend 
the  volcano.     The  Indians  sought  to  dissuade  him 

^CorUSt  Cartas,  77.  Bernal  Diaz  relates  that  six  chiefs  brousht  this  mes- 
sage, together  -with  a  number  of  gold  jewels,  worth  upward  of  2000  pesos, 
and  some  loads  of  robes.  Hist.  Verkad.,  62.  Most  authors  are,  like  Gomara» 
somewhat  confused  about  these  messages. 

^Oomara,  Hist.  Mex.^  96.  'Algunos  querian  decir  que  era  boca  del  in* 
fiemo.'  MotoUnia,  Hist.  Ind.,  180;  Torquemada,  i.  436-7. 
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from  an  undertaking  which  had  never  been  attempted, 
and  which  would  in  their  opinion  surely  involve  the 
life  of  him  who  ventured  on  it.  This  made  Ordaz  only 
more  eager  to  exhibit  his  daring,  and  joined  by  nine 
men  he  set  out  under  the  guidance  of  some  citizens 
and  carriers  who  had  been  persuaded  to  go  part  of 
the  way.  They  had  not  climbed  far  into  the  cooler 
region  before  the  quaking  ground  and  ash-rain  caused 
the  party  to  halt.  Ordaz  and  two  of  his  men  con- 
tinued, however,  beyond  the  limits  of  vegetation,  and 
over  the  stones  and  bowlders  which  covered  the  sandy 
expanse  fringing  the  region  of  perpetual  snow.  At 
one  time  the  outburst  of  ashes  and  heated  stones 
obliged  them  to  seek  shelter  for  an  hour,  after  which 
they  sturdily  climbed  onward,  turning  from  their  path 
for  a  while  by  the  projecting  rock  now  known  as  Pico 
del  Fraile,  and  almost  losing  themselves  in  the  ash- 
covered  snow.  One  more  effort  they  made,  despite  the 
difficulties  encountered  in  the  rarefied  atmosphere  of 
this  altitude,  and  finally  they  reached  the  summit, 
more  than  seventeen  thousand  seven  hundred  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea.  A  short  distance  to  the 
north  rose  the  consort  peak,  three  thousand  feet  less 
in  height,  and  at  their  feet  extended  the  field  of  their 
future  campaign,  in  the  valley  to  the  east.  The  crater 
was  nearly  half  a  league  in  width,  though  not  deep, 
and  presented  the  appearance  of  a  caldron  of  boiling 
glass,  as  says  Gomara.  The  situation  was  too  op- 
pressive to  permit  of  further  observations,  and  after 
securing  some  snow  and  icicles  as  trophies,  the  men 
hastened  to  retrace  their  steps  by  the  already  trodden 
path.  On  their  return  thev  were  received  with  great 
demonstration,  the  natives  m  particular  extolling  their 
deed  as  something  superhuman.^^ 

10  <  Vinieron  muchos  Indios  a  besarles  la  ropa,  y  a  verlos,  como  por  mila^, 
6  como  a  dioses.*  Oomara,  Hiat.  Mtx,^  96.  Acoording  to  Cortte  they  failed 
to  reach  the  summit,  although  coming  very  near  to  it.  But  this  statement  Is 
open  to  doubt,  for  Cortes  is  not  Ubeztd  in  according  credit  to  others  where  it 
might  tend  to  call  attention  from  himself,  particuWly  to  a  man  like  Ordas, 
who  had,  until  quite  lately,  been  his  most  bitter  opponent.  Gomara  had 
evidently  good  authority  for  his  statement,  since  he  in  this  case  failed  to  fol- 
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While  preparing  to  leave  Cholula,  Cortes  was 
startled  by  news  from  Villa  Rica  of  a  conflict  with 
Mexicans,  resulting  in  the  death  of  Escalante  and 

low  hiB  patron's  version;  and  Bemal  Diaz,  who  is  always  ready  to  contradict 
him,  and  who  was  no  friend  of  Ordaz,  does  also  admit  that  he  reached  the 
summit.  He  gives  him  only  two  companions,  however,  and  starts  them  from 
Tlascala.  Hist,  Verdad,,  55.  Leading  modem  authors  are  inclined  to  doubt 
their  success.  Prescott,  Brassenr  de  Bourbourg,  and  others,  from  a  misin- 
terpretation of  Gort^*  text,  allow  the  ascent  to  be  made  while  the  army  was 
camped  on  the  summit  of  the  range,  en  route  for  Mexico. 

Ordaz  no  doubt  claimed  to  have  reached  the  summit,  since  the  emperor 
granted  him  a  coat  of  arms,  wherein  the  achievement  is  commemorated  by  a 
blazing  mountain.  Had  he  not  merited  it,  his  many  jealous  companions  would 
surely  have  raised  a  clamor.  He  became  also  a  knight  of  Santiago,  in  acknowl- 
edgment of  his  services  during  the  conquest.  Having  beside  ac(]|uired  great 
w^th,  he  might  have  rested  on  his  laurels;  but  eager  to  emulate  his  late  diief, 
he  in  1530  petitioned  for  and  obtained  the  governorship  of  the  tract  between 
Rio  Mara&on  and  Cabo  de  la  Vela,  in  Sonth  America,  with  a  right  to  ex- 
tend the  conquest.  After  suffering  great  hardship  tiiere  he  set  out  for 
Spain,  two  years  later,  to  recruit  his  health  and  seek  redress  against  rival  con- 
querors. He  died  on  the  way.  Oviedo,  ii:  211-24;  Herreraj  dec.  iv.  lib.  x. 
cap.  ix.;  dec.  v.  lib.  i.  cap.  xi.  Simon  has  him  arraigned  at  E^paiiola  for 
cruelty  to  his  men,  etc.  Ordaz  insists  on  going  to  Spain  for  justice,  and 
fearing  the  result,  since  he  stood  in  high  favor  there,  his  enemies  poisoned  him 
during  the  voyaffe.  Conq,  TUrra  ItrToe,  104-35.  His  portrait  is  given  in  Car 
bajcU  E8pino8ay  Hist.  Mex.^  ii.  192,  and  PrescoU*8  Mex,  (Grondra  ed.  of  Mex.), 
iii.  221.  'Su  familia  establecida  en  Puebla,  en  donde  creo  que  todavia  quedao 
descendientes  suyos.'  Alaman^  Disert.,  i.  101.  Montafio,  amonff  other  con- 
querors, made  the  ascent  of  the  volcano  not  long  after  l^is,  and  he  is  even 
said  to  have  descended  into  the  crater.  Padre  Sahagun  also  reached  the  sum- 
mit. Hist.  Oen,,  iiL  317;  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  vi.  cap.  xviii.;  TorquemacUi,  i. 
436-7  ;  Peter  Martyr,  dec.  v.  cap.  ii.  The  next  successful  ascent  was  not  made 
till  1827,  by  Messrs  Glennie.  Sonneschmidt  had  explored  Popocatepetl  par- 
tially only  in  1772,  but  had  reached  the  summit  of  the  consort  peak.  BerkMck 
explored  in  the  same  year  as  the  Glennies.  Gerolt  and  Gros  attempted  the 
ascent  in  1833  and  1834,  and  succeeded  in  reaching  the  summit  on  the  second 
occaadon.  The  record  is  given  in  Revista  Mex. ,  L  461-82.  In  1857  the  Mexican 
government  sent  up  a  successful  exploring  expedition  under  Sonntag  and  La- 
Terri^re,  whose  report,  with  drawings,  is  ffiven  in  Soc.  Mex.  Oeog.,  BoUtiUy  vi. 
218-45.  Meanwhile  the  observations  of  Gerolt  and  Gros  had  led  to  the 
examination  of  the  crater  for  sulphur,  an  industry  carried  on  pretty  regularly 
since  1836.  The  volcano  was  in  frequent  eruption  about  the  conquest  period, 
as  if  in  sympathy  with  the  political  turmoils  around  it.  One  of  the  heaviest 
discharges  recoraed  took  place  in  1539-40,  which  covered  the  neighboring 
towns,  as  far  as  Tlascala,  with  ashes.  Since  then  it  has  been  comparatively 
silent,  the  last  two  outbreaks  being  in  1663-4  and  1697.  ubi  sup^  204-5; 
Bemal  Diaa,  Hist.  Verdad.,  65;  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  vi.  cap.  xviii.  The  erup- 
tion of  1663-4  created  great  terror  in  Puebla,  as  Vetancurt  relates.  Tealro 
Mex. ,  pt.  i.  26.  Bustamante  extends  this  activity  to  1665.  Sahagun^  Hist.  Conq, 
(ed.  1840),  75. 

Rude  cuts  of  the  volcanic  eruption  of  1519  are  to  be  seen  in  the  old  and 
curious  cosmographies  of  Sebastian  Munster.  This  learned  man,  famous  as  a 
Hebrew  scJiolar,  as  mathematician  and  cartographer,  was  the  author  of  some 
forty  printed  works,  and  would  probably  have  issued  as  many  more  had  not 
liie  puigne  cut  him  o£f  at  Basle,  in  1552,  at  the  age  of  63.  His  editions  of 
Ptolemy *s  Geography  began  in  1540,  and  in  the  following  year,  according 
to  Jjabaavoff*s  Cataiague,  appeared  the  first  edition  of  his  Cosmogrojplda  Be- 
HxsT.  Mxz.,  Vol.  I.   17 
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several  soldiers.  On  the  northern  border  of  the 
Totonac  territory,  bathed  by  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  lay 
the  town  and  district  of  Nautla,  which  together  with 

ickreihung;  but  this  date,  mooepted  by  seTeral  bibliogtaphen,  as  well  m  that 
of  1543  for  a  Latin  editioD,  are  evidently  wrong,  since  Mnnster  in  his  dedi- 
cation of  1560,  to  King  Gastavus  I.  of  Sweden,  remarks  that  '  Inn  dise  dritt 
edition*  he  had  hoped  to  include  a  description  of  Stockholm  and  other  towns 
onder  the  king,  but  had  not  received  a  reply  to  his  demands  therefor.  A 
few  lines  above  this  he  writes  ei|ually  to  the  point:  '  Als  ich  aber  vor  secha 
jaren  noch  mit  diser  arbeit  vmbgieng,  ist  zu  mlr  kommen  E.  K.  M.  diener» 
der  hochgelert  herr,  herr  Georgius  ^fonnannns,  dem  ich  vorhin  anss  etlichen 
bUchem  vnder  meinem  namen  anssgangen,  bekat  wz,  vnd  als  er  besichti^t 
dise  fUrgenomen  arbeit,  schetzet  er  sie  wol  wirdig,  das  sie  vnd  dem  kiinig- 
liche  scmrm  £.  M.  an  tag  k&me. '  Nothing  could  more  conclusively  show  that 
the  work  had  not  appealed  in  print  before  1544.  The  second  edition  appeared 
in  1545.  The  title  of  the  first  reads:  Cogmographia,  Beschreibug  aUer  Lender 
Durch  Sebastianum  Munsterum.  Oetruckt  zii  Basel  durch  Ilenrichum  Petri, 
Anno  MDxliiij.  The  Gothic  text  is  accompanied  by  marginals  in  Italics, 
and  illustrated  with  numerous  small  wood-cuts,  some  being  of  the  charac- 
ter which  permits  their  reproduction  in  different  chapters  and  for  different 
countries.  In  the  African  divisi<Mi  we  find  beiuCT  of  the  Anubis  and  Poly- 
phemus type,  and  animal  monsters  of  different  form.  In  the  dedication  to 
Gustavus,  Munster  speaks  of  bavins  spent  eighteen  years  in  collecting  and 
arranging  his  material,  on  the  plan  of  *  de  hochgelerten  mail  Straboi,'  which  is 
not  very  flattering  to  that  geographer,  if  the  method  before  us  be  accepted  as 
a  specimen.  He  divides  the  volume  into  six  books — the  first  devoted  to  mathe- 
matical geography,  the  next  three  to  a  general  rambling  description  of  Europe, 
chiefly  with  reference  to  the  natural  resources  and  setSements  of  the  different 
countries.  In  the  third  book,  covering  two  thirds  of  the  text,  and  relating  to 
Germany,  each  little  province  receives  a  historic  notice,  and  every  town  and 
castle  of  any  note  its  description,  with  rude  wood-cuts  attached.  The  next 
division  given  at  some  length  is  Asia,  to  which  is  appended  half  a  dozen 
pages  on  America,  while  Africa  closes  with  the  sixth  book  and  about  three 
times  that  amount  of  text.  The  one  chapter  relating  to  our  continent  is 
headed.  Von  den  newoen  iTiseln,  and  gives  a  vague  account  of  the  discovery,  the 
physical  features  and  natural  products  of  the  land,  the  inhabitants  and  their 
customs,  illustrated  with  several  cuts,  among  them  a  volcano  in  eruption  and 
two  cannibal  scenes.  The  regular  maps  are  grouped  at  the  beginning  of  the 
volume,  each  on  the  verso  and  recto  of  two  leaves,  bearing  on  the  first  recto 
the  title,  inclosed  in  a  border  more  or  less  ornamented  with  portraits,  symbols, 
and  arabesque.  The  mappemonde  shows  Terra  Florida  ana  FrauciMa  on  each 
side  of  a  bay.  Above  this  runs  a  wide  strait  marked  Per  fioc  fret  a  iter  patU 
ad  MolucaSf  which  issues  between  Cathay  regio  and  Temistitan.  B^low  this 
land  are  placed  Hispaniola  and  Cuba,  at  the  mouth  of  another  wide  strait, 
bounded  on  the  south  by  the  large  island  of  America  neu  insula  BragUij. 
Further  down  is  FretH  Magaliani,  with  a  large  island  to  the  south.  The  m^ 
for  America  bears  the  inscription :  *  Die  newe  weldi  der  grossen  nnd  vilen  InseUn. ' 
The  second  edition  of  1545  is  considerably  enlarged,  the  chapter  on  America 
covering  nine  pajzes.  In  the  third  edition,  of  1550,  the  wood-cuts  are  increased 
by  a  number  of  large  plans,  views  of  towns,  and  other  scenes  by  Deutsch, 
nmking  this  the  most  attractive  volume  for  collectors.  A  portrait  of  the  author 
in  his  sixtieth  year  is  also  given.  The  various  editions  in  different  languages, 
issued  even  in  the  following  century,  vary  considerably  in  arrangement  and 
extent,  and  that  of  1614,  althoush  improved  and  enlarged  to  1575  pages, 
devotes  only  ten  to  America,  while  previous  editions  contain  more  material 
thereon.  The  binding  is  provided  with  bosses,  clasps,  and  vellum  cover, 
impressed  with  tracery,  portraits,  and  emblems. 
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its  river  had  received  from  Grijalva  the  name  of 
Almeria.**  This  was  occupied  by  an  Aztec  garrison 
under  Quauhpopoca,"  whose  Aztec  pride  and  loyalty  to 
Montezuma  could  ill  brook  the  independence  achieved 
by  the  Totonacs,  and  who  probably  grieved  over  the 
loss  of  slaves  and  other  contributions  which  once 
swelled  his  income.  No  sooner  had  Cortes  disap- 
peared beyond  the  plateau  border  than  my  lord  grew 
audacious,  encouraged  no  doubt  by  the  express  or  tacit 
consent  of  his  sovereign,  and  demanded  from  the  neigh- 
boring Totonacs  the  customary  tribute,  under  penalty 
of  having  their  lands  ravaged.  They  refused,  pointing 
out  that  they  were  now  the  subjects  of  the  great  white 
king.  Escalante  being  appealed  to  for  protection,  sent 
a  message  explaining  that  the  independence  of  the 
people  had  de  fcvcto  been  recognized  by  Montezuma, 
with  w^hom  he  was  on  friendly  terms.  He  would 
allow  no  interference  with  them.  Quauhpopoca  re- 
plied that  his  answer  would  be  given  on  the  battle- 
field. Escalante,  nothing  loath,  set  out  at  once  with 
fifty  men,  two  horses,  and  two  cannon,  attended  by 
several  thousand  Totonacs,^'  and  reached  the  vicinity 
of  Nautla,  where  Quauhpopoca  was  already  commit- 
ting depredations.  The  armies  met,  and  a  fierce  battle 
ensued.  Awed  by  the  remembrance  of  former  defeats 
at  the  hands  of  the  Aztecs,  the  Totonacs  comported 
themselves  so  poorly^*  that  the  brunt  of  the  fight  had 
to  be  borne  by  the  Spaniards,  of  whom  several  were 
killed  and  wounded,  while  one  was  captured,  and  a 
horse  destroyed.  The  enemy  was  put  to  flight,  but  it 
has  been  said  as  an  excuse  for  their  defeat  the  Mexican 
officers  declared  to  Montezuma  that  the  virgin  bearing 
an  infant  led  the  Spaniards  in  their  attack  which  spread 

"Cap.  iiL  note  1. 

i< « Qaaahpopocatzin,  sefior  de  Coyohoacan,  uno  de  los  grandes  del  imperio, 
one  asistia  en  ^Nanhtlan,  y  estaba  d  sn  cargo  el  gobiemo  de  las  costas  del  mar 
lelnorte.'  JxtUlxochia,  Hist,  Chick,,  296. 

'*Bemal  Diaz  writes,  40  soldiers,  2  cannon,  2  firelocks,  3  cross-bows  and 
mo  natives;  Cort6s,  60  Spamards  and  8000  to  10,000  Indians,  *y  doce  tiros 
de  pdlvoTtk.*  CariM,  88. 

"  *JL  1a  primera  refrieea. . .  .bayeron,  y  dezaron  al  Juan  de  Escalante pelc^ 
jndo^'  aaysiBeniAl  Diaz,  2M.  Verdad.,  74. 
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terror  and  fearful  slaughter  in  their  ranks."  Esca- 
lante  laid  waste  the  district,  and  captured  Nautla  town, 
which  was  sacked  and  burned.  This  lesson  finished, 
he  hastened  back  to  Villa  Kica,  and  there  within  three 
days  succumbed  to  his  wounds  together  with  several 
soldiers,  so  that  the  campaign  cost  the  lives  of  seven 
or  nine  men.**  From  prisoners  it  was  understood  that 
Quauhpopoca  had  acted  wholly  under  orders  from 
Montezuma.  The  captured  soldier  was  Arguello,  of 
Leon,  a  voung  man  of  powerful  frame,  with  a  large 
head  and  a  curly  black  beard.  He  appears  to  have 
died  from  his  wounds  on  the  way  to  Mexico,  and  the 
head  was  presented  to  the  emperor.  Its  wild  ap- 
pearance, however,  increased  by  the  black,  curly  beard, 
made  so  bad  an  impression  upon  him  that  he  refused 
to  offer  it  to  his  idols,  ordering  it  to  be  sent  to  some 
other  town." 

u  'And  Montezuma  believed  this  to  be  the  great  lady  whom  wo  ckdmed 
for  patroDeea.'  *Todo6  los  soldadoe  que  paasamoe  con  Cortes,  tenemos  mny 
creido.*  BemalDiaz,  ffiat.  Verdad.,  74. 

^*  *  Seis  Boldados  jantamente  con  6i. '  Btmal Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad, ,  73.  '  Nnene 
Espaftoles,*  says  Gomara,  who  assumes  that  two  were  previously  assassinated 
by  Quauhpopoca.  Hiat.  Mex.,  122,  129. 

17  Accordmg  to  Bemal  Diaz,  whose  version  is  chiefly  adhered  to,  the  death 
of  BO  many  solcUers  caused  the  Spaniards  to  fall  somewhat  in  the  estimatian 
of  the  Indians,  who  had  looked  upon  them  as  invulnerable  beings.  'T 
que  todos  los  pueblos  de  la  sierra,  y  Oempoal,  y  su  sujeto,  eetAa  alterados,  y 
BO  les  quieren  dar  condda,  ni  servir.'  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad,,  7^-4. 
But  this  is  probably  an  exaggeration,  for  Cort^  would  not  have  ventured  to 
send  down  a  new  comandaute  almost  without  esoort,  or  to  have  remained 

Siietly  at  Mexico  for  months,  had  his  rear  been  so  threatened.  Cortes,  who 
ould  be  regarded  as  the  best  authority,  gives  a  curious  motive  for  the  cam- 
pdgn.  Qualpopoca,  as  he  calls  him,  sent  a  message  to  Escalonte,  offering  to 
become  a  vassal  of  the  Spanish  kins.  He  had  not  submitted  before,  fearing  to 
pass  through  the  intervening  hostile  country;  but  if  four  soldiers  were  sent  to 
escort  him,  he  would  come  with  them.  Beheving  tins  protestation,  Escalante 
sent  the  four  men,  two  of  whom  wounded  returned  shortly  after  with  the 
story  that  Quauhpopoca  had  sought  to  kill  them,  and  had  succeeded  in  despatch- 
ing their  comrades.  This  led  to  the  expedition  of  Escalante.  Cartas^  87-8. 
It  appears  most  unlikely  that  this  officer  should  have  so  iar  foi^tten  the  pru- 
dence ever  enjoined  on  his  captains  by  Gort^  and  trusted  only  four  men 
in  an  unknown  country,  in  respcmse  to  so  susnicious  a  request.  There  was 
beside  no  need  for  Quauhpopoca  to  go  to  ViUa  Rica,  since  Ida  submissiaa 
through  envoys  would  be  just  as  binding.  If  he  desired  to  see  the  Spanish 
lort,  he  could  have  gone  safely  by  water,  for  large  canoes  were  used  on  the 
eoast.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  stoxy  was  made  up  to  justify  the  ex- 
pedition sent  against  Nautht,  since  a  campaign  by  a  snuOl  force,  merely  on 
behalf  of  a  wretched  tribe  of  natives,  might  have  been  regarded  as  nnwar- 
lanted.    This  story  was  also  useful  afterward,  when  Coitte  first  thought 
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Fearing  that  these  tidings  might  dishearten  tha 
men,  Cortes  said  nothing  about  the  affair;^*  but  it 
had  nevertheless  a  bad  effect,  for  the  Cempoalan 
allies,  who  had  learned  a  few  particulars  from  the 
messengers,  requested  at  the  last  moment  to  be  dis- 
missed to  their  homes,  pleading  not  only  the  long 
absence  from  their  families,  but  the  fear  of  being 
treated  at  Mexico  as  rebels.  Cortds  sought  to  reas- 
sure them,  declaring  that  no  harm  could  reach  any 
one  under  his  protection.  Furthermore  he  would 
enrich  thenr.  But  the  larger  portion  still  insisted,  and 
since  they  had  served  him  well  he  did  not  wish  to 
compel  them.  Several  packs  of  the  rich  robes  ob- 
tained from  Mexico  were  accordingly  divided  among 
the  leaders,  two  packages  being  destined  for  Chico- 
macatl  and  his  nephew  Cuexco,  and  with  this  parting 
gift  all  but  a  small  body  returned  to  Cempoala.^* 

After  a  stay  at  Cholula  of  nearly  three  weeks^  the 
Spaniards  set  out  for  Mexico,  attended  by  about  six 
thousand  natives,  chiefly  Tlascaltecs,  with  a  sprink- 
ling of  Cempoalans,  Cholultecs,  and  Huexotzincas.^ 

proper  to  reveal  it,  for  rousing  his  men  to  action.  Qomara  follows  Cortes, 
with  the  difference  that  Pedro  de  Ircio,  as  he  wrongly  calls  the  captain  at 
Villa  Rica,  having  orders  from  Cortes  to  anticipate  Garay  by  incorporating 
Almeria,  sent  an  order  to  Quanhpopoca  to  tender  his  submission.  This  ho 
agreed  to  do,  provided  the  four  Spaniards  were  sent  to  escort  him.  Cromara 
appears  to  favor  the  view  that  Quauhpopoca  acted  on  his  own  responsibility, 
for  he  says  that  this  chief  sent  to  warn  Montezuma  of  Cort^'  intention  to 
usurp  the  empire,  and  to  urge  upon  him  to  seize  the  white  captain.  Hist, 
Mex.,  122,  129.  Bemal  Diaz  stamps  this  account  as  false.  Peter  Martyr, 
dec.  V.  cap.  iii.,  assumes  that  the  two  Spaniards  were  slain  by  robbers,  so 
that  Quauhpopoca  was  innocent  of  any  misdeed.  Tapia's  version  is  incom- 
plete, but  appears  to  favor  Bemal  Diaz.  In  Duran's  native  record^  Ckiatlpo- 
poca  appears  as  the  guide  of  the  Spaniards.  He  treacherously  leads  them 
along  a  precipice,  over  which  two  horsemen  fall  with  their  steeds,  and  are 
killra.     For  tnis  he  is  tried  and  executed.  Hist,  hid..,  MS.,  ii.  411-13. 

^"  He  reveals  it  only  after  his  arrival  at  Mexico,  and  thus  leads  Bemal  Dias 
to  assume  that  the  news  reached  him  thero.  In  this  he  is  followed  by 
Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  viii.  cap.  L,  and  consequently  by  Torquemada,  i.  455. 

i»  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad,,  62;  Oomctra,  Hist.  Mex.,  97;  Torquemada, 
L442. 

**  The  estimate  varies  from  fourteen  days,  Herrera,  to  over  twenty  days» 
Oonuira.  By  assuming  that  nineteen  davs  were  spent  at  Cholula,  the  army 
has  a  week  in  which  to  reach  Mexico,  and  this  is  about  the  time  consumed. 

"  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex,,  97.  *Saliedo  acompaiiarle  los  seflores  de  Chulula, 
y  con  gran  marauilla  de  los  Embaxadores  Mexicanos.'  Herrera^  dec.  ii.  lib. 
vii  cap.  iii.  '  Andauamos  la  barba  sobre  el  ombro,'  says  Bemal  Diaz,  in  allu* 
ibn  to  the  precaatioiui  observed.  Hist,  Verdad,,  63. 
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They  passed  through  Huexotzinco  by  a  route  ah-eady 
followed  by  Ordaz,  and  recommended  as  the  best 
and  safest.  The  first  camp  was  made  at  the  Huexot- 
zinca  village  of  Izcalpan,  over  four  leagues  from  Cho- 
lula,  where  they  met  with  a  most  friendly  reception, 
and  received  abundant  provisions,  together  with  some 
female  slaves  and  a  little  gold.  Leaving  behind  them 
the  smiling  plain  of  Huitzilapan,  where  they  had 
overcome  so  many  dangers  and  obtained  so  many 
proofs  of  good -will,  on  the  following  day  they  ap- 
proached the  mountains  and  came  upon  the  regular 
highway  which  leads  across  the  range  to  the  valley 
of  Mexico.  The  junction  of  the  roads  was  at  the 
south-west  border  of  Huexotzinco,  where  the  Mexi- 
cans had  left  a  proof  of  their  hostility  toward  this 
republic,  allied  to  Tlascala,  by  blocking  up  the  way 
with  trees  and  other  material."  These  were  removed, 
and  the  army  began  the  steep  ascent  of  the  pass, 

''  Bernal  Diaz  relates  in  a  oonfused  manner  that  at  Izcalpan  the  Span* 
iards  were  told  of  two  wide  roads  beginning  beyond  the  first  pass.  One,  easT 
and  open,  led  to  Chalco;  the  other,  to  Tlalmanalco,  had  been  obstnicted  with 
trees  to  impede  the  horses,  and  so  induce  the  army  to  take  the  Chalco  route, 
upon  which  the  Aztecs  lay  in  ambush,  ready  to  fall  ujwn  them.  Hist.  Verdad. ,  63. 
Tliis  finds  some  support  in  Sahagun,  whose  mythic  account  relates  that  Mon- 
tezuma, in  his  fear  of  the  advancing  forces,  had  blocked  the  direct  road  to 
Mexico  and  planted  maguey  upon  it,  so  as  to  direct  them  to  Tezcuco.  Hist. 
Coiiq.f  21.  (joit^a  indicates  clearly  enough  that  the  Mexican  envoys  had  at 
Cholula  recommended  a  route  leading  from  that  city  south  of  Huexotzinco 
to  the  usual  mountain  pass,  and  used  by  their  people  in  order  to  avoid  this 
inimical  territory.  Upon  it  every  accommodation  had  been  prepared  for 
the  Spaniards.  This  road  was  not  only  circuitous,  but  had  been  declared  by 
Tlascaltecs  and  others  as  hard  and  perilous,  with  deep  ravines,  spanned  by 
narrow  and  insecure  bridges,  and  with  Aztec  armies  lying  in  ambush.  Cartis^ 
Cart  as  J  76-8;  Tapia,  Bel. ,  in.  Icazbalceta,  Col.  Doc.,  ii.  674.  Peter  Martyr,  dec 
T.  cap.  ii.,  calls  this  route  shorter  and  easier,  though  more  dangerous.  Cer- 
tain remarks  bv  Bernal  Diaz  indicate  that  the  ambush  had  been  arranged  in 
connection  with  the  plot  at  Cholula,  and  abandoned  upon  its  failure,  loc.  cit. 
There  could  hardly  have  been  more  than  one  route  across  the  range,  through 
the  pass  wherein  the  Aztecs  had  erected  their  station  for  travellers,  and  this 
tlie  Spaniards  did  follow.  Here  also  accommodation  was  prepared  for  them, 
and  here  the  embassy  from  Montezuma  appeared.  Hence  the  obstructions 
spoken  of  must  have  been  at  the  junction  of  the  Huexotzinca  road  witii  the 
main  road  from  Cholula  to  the  pass,  and  intended  as  an  intimation  to  the 
Huexotzincas  or  to  the  Mexicans  not  to  trespass.  They  could  have  been  of 
no  avail  a^inst  the  Spaniards,  who  were  beside  invited  to  enter  on  the 
main  road  then  at  hand.  These  are  facts  overlooked  by  Prescott,  Clavi^ero, 
and  Mrriters  generally  who  have  lost  themselves  in  the  vague  and  coimised 
utterances  of  the  chroniclers,  and  in  seeking  to  elaborate  a  moet  simple  afiair. 
Modem  travellers  follow  the  easier  and  less  picturesque  route  north  c^  Iztaod- 
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D^  onward  against  the  chilling  winds  which 

down  from  ite  frozen  heights,  and  before  long 
Rrere  tramping  through  the  snow  which  covered 
mimit. 
re  they  were  cheered  by  a  sight  which  made 

for  the  moment  at  least,  forget  their  hard- 
A  turn  in  the  road  disclosed  the  valley  of 
:o — the  object  of  their  toil  and  suffering — 
bing  from  the  slope  of  the  forest-clad  ranges  at 
feet  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  and  presenting 
cturesque  intermingling  of  green  prairies,  golden 
and  blooming  gardens,  clustering  round  a  series 
es.  Towns  lay  thickly  sprinkled,  revealed  by 
ing  edifices  and  gleaming  walls,  and  conspicu- 
K)ve  all,  the  queen  city  herself,  placidly  reposing 
yhe  mirrored  surface  of  the  larger  water.  Above 
se  the  cypress-crowned  hill  of  Chapultepec,  with 
tely  palace  consecrated  to  the  glories  of  Aztec 
ation.^ 

^  first  transport  over,  there  came  a  revulsion 
ling.     The  evidently  dense  population  of  the 

and  the  many  fortified  towns  confirmed  the 
rious  warnings  of  the  allies  against  a  pow- 
and  warlike  people,  and  again  the  longing  for 
lug  and  secure  plantations  of  Cuba  found  ex- 
)n  among  the  faint-hearted,  as  they  shivered  in 
y  blast  and  wrapped  themselves  the  closer  in 
►sence  of  food  and  shelter.  In  this  frame  of 
jhe  glistening  farm-houses  seemed  only  so  many 

of  savage  warriors,  lurking  amidst  the  copses 
bors  for  victims  to  grace  the  stone  of  sacrifice 
e  festive  board;  and  the  stately  towns  appeared 
piable  fortresses,  which  promised  only  to  become 
)risons  and  graves.     So  loud  grew  the  murmur 

lich  skirts  Mount  Telapon.  This  was  the  road  recommended  by 
lid,  leading  through  Calpulalpan,  where  he  promised  to  join  him 
irmy ;  but  Cort^  preferred  to  trust  to  his  own  arms  and  to  his  Tlas- 
lowers.   Torquemada,  L  442. 

dan  algnnoB  Castellanos,  que  aquella  era  la  tierra  para  su  buena 
metida,  y  que  mientras  mas  Moros,  mas  ganancia.'  Herrera,  dec.  n, 
ap.  iii. 
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as  to  indicate  mutiny;  but  Cortes,  with  his  usual 
firm  words,  quieted  the  soldiers,  supported  as  he  was 
by  the  spirited  majority.^ 

After  descending  for  a  short  distance  they  came 
to  the  travellers'  station  of  Quauhtechcatl,^  whose 
commodious  edifices  afforded  room  for  the  whole  army. 
The  Mexicans  had  prepared  for  the  arrival  by  fur- 
nishing an  abundance  of  provisions,  with  fires  in  all 
the  rooms,  and  the  tired  soldiers  eagerly  gave  them- 
selves up  to  repose.^  No  less  exhausted  than  they, 
Cortes  nevertheless  could  not  think  of  rest  till  he 
had  seen  to  the  security  of  the  camp.  His  prudence 
on  this  occasion  came  near  costing  him  dearly,  for 
in  the  darkness  a  sentinel  taking  him  for  a  spy 
drew  his  cross-bow.  Fortunately  he  heard  the  click 
and  announced  himself."  This  promptness  on  the 
part  of  the  guard  was  by  no  means  unnecessary; 
during  the  night  a  dozen  or  more  prowling  natives 
met  the  fate  which  the  general  so  narrowly  escaped. 
They  were  supposed  to  have  been  the  spies  of  an  army 
hidden  in  the  forest,  which,  on  observing  the  watch- 
fulness of  the  Spaniards,  abandoned  the  premeditated 
attack.* 

Montezuma's  fears  appeared  to  grow  with  the  ap- 
proach of  Cortes,  and  so  did  his  anxiety  about  the 
import  of  the  message  which  must  be  delivered  to  him 
alone.  Could  there  be  a  design  upon  his  person?  This 
must  be  ascertained  before  the  invaders  came  too 

**Oomaraf  Hist,  Mex.,  97;  Om^doy  iii.  600. 

^  IxtlUxochitl,  Hist.  Chkh.,  295.  Torouemada,  followed  by  Braaaeur  do 
Bourboorg  and  others,  calls  it  Ithualco,  wnich  appears  rather  to  have  been  a 
general  term  for  these  stations,  since  ithualli,  according  to  Molina,  signilies  a 
conrt.    Peter  Martyr  and  Gomara  refer  to  it  as  a  summer  palace. 

••  Cortis,  Cartas,  79.  *  Aun  que  para  los  Tamemes  hizieron  los  de  Motec^uma 
cho^as  de  paja. . .  .y  aun  les  tenian  mugeres.*  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  97.     *Los  • 
Indios  hizieron  de  presto  muchas  barracas,'  says  Herrera,  who  places  this 
'casa  de  plazer*  in  the  plain  below,  dec.  ii.  lib.  vii.  cap.  iii.    Tapia  calls  the 
buildings  'casas  de  paja.^  Refaciort,  in  IcaThalceta,  Col.  Doc.,  U.  578. 

'^  Martin  Lopez  was  the  watchful  sentinel.   Torquemada,  i.  443. 

^  Tapia, Bel.,  in  IcaObalceta,  Col.  Doc.,  \L  677;  Cort6s,  Cartas,  80.  Herrera 
intimates  that  an  attack  on  the  summit,  where  the  Spaniards  were  benumbed 
with  cold,  might  have  succeeded  in  creating  confusion,  dec.  U.  lib.  viL  cap. 
iii    Unless  the  naked  Indians  had  been  equally  benumbed  I 
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Among  his  courtiers  was  a  noble  named  Tzihu- 
x)ca,  who  greatly  resembled  him  in  person  and 
.  Him  he  commanded  to  proceed  to  the  Spanish 
,  attended  by  a  large  retinue,  and  by  representing 
elf  as  the  emperor  to  ascertain  from  the  white 
what  his  intentions  were,  and  to  induce  him  with 
il  offers  to  turn  back.  The  idea  was  based  on 
cident  which  had  occurred  not  many  years  before, 
ein  one  of  the  tripartite  monarchs  saved  his  life 
►pearing  in  proxy  at  a  treacherous  court.  Monte- 
hoped  to  derive  from  a  similar  trick  more  than 
advantage. 

ihuacpopoca  arrived  at  the  mountain  camp  the 
ing  after  the  Spaniards  had  entered  it,  and  created 
ttle  excitement  bv  the  announcement  that  the 
ror  was  present  m  person.  Preparations  were 
to  give  him  a  brilliant  reception.  Unfortu- 
y  for  the  envoy,  his  secret  had  too  many  keepers 
le  large  suite  attending  him;  there  were  also 
'  among  the  allies  who  had  been  at  Montezuma's 
,  and  who  looked  on  this  sudden  arrival"  as 
eious.  They  made  inquiries  and  soon  ascer- 
1  the  truth.  Cortes  received  the  great  man 
courtesy,  heralded  as  he  was  with  a  present  of 
thousand  pesos  de  oro,  but  he  resolved  to  take 
itage  of  the  discovery  to  impress  him  with  his 
;ration.  After  a  few  moments'  conversation  he 
the  noble  with  a  severe  tone  that  he  was  not 
lonarch  he  represented  himself  to  be.^  He  also 
•ed  to  the  attempts  made  during  the  night  to 
ise  the  camp,  as  indicated  by  the  dead  spies,  and 
ed  him  that  his  men  were  always  prepared  against 
and  deception,  and  any  attempts  against  them 
1  lead  only  to  the  discomfiture  and  grief  of  the 
y.  Awed  by  the  superior  intelligence  and  power 
e  general,  the  envoy  thought  no  longer  of  any- 
else  than  to  keep  such  a  man  from  entering 

i  appealed  to  the  Tlaacaltecs  by  his  side,  and  they  declared  that  they 
Lin  to  be  Tzihuacpopoca.  Torquemada,  i.  446. 
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Mexico.  He  presented  among  other  reasons  that  the 
city  could  be  reached  only  in  canoes,  and  that  pro- 
visions were  difficult  to  ootain  there.  He  repeated 
the  offer  already  made  of  an  annual  tribute  payable 
in  treasures  on  the  coast,  and  promised  as  a  bribe  for 
Cortds  himself  four  loads  of  gold,  and  for  each  of  his 
officers  and  men  one  load.*  Dazzling  as  the  offer 
was,  Cortes  regarded  it  as  but  a  faint  reflection  of 
still  richer  treasures,  the  attainment  of  which  must 
procure  for  him  greater  glory  than  he  had  as  yet 
dreamed  of  In  his  reply  he  accordingly  pointed  out 
how  strange  it  must  appear  to  turn  back  now  that  he 
was  within  view  of  the  goal.  Such  conduct  would 
disgra<;e  any  envoy.  No  I  he  dared  not  disobey  the 
orders  of  his  king,  who  had  sent  him  upon  a  mission 
of  great  benefit  to  Montezuma.  He  would  leave  as 
soon  as  this  was  accomplished,  if  desired.^ 

Nothing  abashed  by  this  rebuff,  Montezuma  again 
had  recourse  to  the  black  art,  and  sent  a  number  of 
sorcerers,  the  native  records  say,  to  cast  spells  on 
the*  Spaniards.  They  soon  returned  with  the  report 
that  on  nearing  Tlalmanalco,  Tezcatlipoca  had  ap- 
peared to  them  in  the  guise  of  a  drunken  peasant, 
frightening  them  greatly,  and  saying:  "Fools,  return! 
Your  mission  is  in  vain!  Montezuma  will  lose  his 
empire  in  punishment  for  tyranny,  and  I,  I  leave 
Mexico  to  her  fate  and  cast  you  off!"  The  sorcerers 
recognized  the  god,  and  prostrated  themselves  to 
adore  him,  but  he  spurned  their  devotion,  rebuking 
them,  and  finally  pointed  to  Mexico,  saying :  "  Be- 
hold her  doom  1 "  Looking  round  they  saw  her 
enveloped  in  flames,  and  the  inhabitants  in  conflict 

>°  A  load  beinff  at  least  50  pounds,  the  bribe  swells  to  over  $5,000,000. 

'*  Cortes  and  Martyr  call  the  envoy  a  brother  of  Montezuma.  Cartas,  79; 
dec.  V.  cap.  ii. ;  Gomaraand  Herrera,  a  relative.  HiH.  Mex.,  98;  decii.  lib.  vii. 
cap.  iii.  According  to  Bemal  Diaz,  the  bribe  is  offered  by  four  nobles  at  Tlal- 
manalco. Hist.  Verdad.j  64.    Sahagun,  who  is  the  original  authority  for  the 


Torquemada^  i.  445--6. 
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with  white  men.  On  turning  again  to  beseech  the 
god  he  was  gone.** 

Montezuma  was  in  consultation  with  his  advisers 
when  this  report  was  brought.  As  if  pierced  by 
death's  dart,  the  monarch  bowed  low  his  head  and 
moaned:  "We  are  lost!  We  are  lost T"  Less  im- 
pressed with  superstitious  fear  by  an  incident  which 
he  regarded  as  concocted  by  the  sorcerers,  Cuitla- 
huatzin  vividly  presented  the  danger  of  admitting 
such  determined  and  powerful  intruders  within  the 
city,  and  he  boldly  urged  that  they  be  forbidden  to 
enter,  by  force  of  arms  if  need  be.  Cacama  remon- 
strated that  after  inviting  them  such  a  course  would 
savor  of  fear.  The  emperor  owed  it  to  his  exalted 
station  and  power  to  receive  envoys.  If  thev  proved 
objectionable,  the  city  should  become  their  tomb. 
Surely  his  nobles  and  his  armies  were  able  to  over- 
come so  small  a  number,  assisted  by  the  strategic 
advantages  of  the  place  in  its  approaches  and  re- 
sources. To  the  affrighted  monarch  anything  was 
acceptable  that  would  stay  prompt  action,  and  conse- 
quently defer  the  ruin  which  he  feared.  Ho  at  once 
inclined  to  Cacama's  advice,  stipulating,  however, 
that  he,  king  as  he  was,  should  condescend  to  meet 
the  Spaniards  and  sound  their  intentions.    "May  the 

**Sahagun,  Hist.  Conq.,  20-1;  Acoftta,  IlisL  Ind.,  519-20;  Torq-ttemada, 
i.  447.  SoliB,  the  *  penetrating  historian/  repeats  and  improves  upon  this  as 
an  account  t£Lken  from  'autores  fidedignos.'  Hisl.  Afex.,  i.  353.  And  with  a 
similar  belief  it  has  been  given  a  prominent  place  in  West-vnnd  Ost-Indischer 
LuHtjarty  131 .  Gaspar  Ens  L. ,  the  author,  was  one  of  the  editors  of  the  famous 
set  of  De  Bry,  from  which  he  like  so  many  others  borrowed  text,  if  not  en- 
gravings. The  narrator  of  several  individual  European  travels,  he  also  issued 
the  IndicB  OccidentaJis  HUtoria,  Colonise,  1G12.  The  German  version,  pub- 
lished at  CoUen  in  1618  in  a  nnall  quarto  form,  under  the  above  title,  has 
for  its  goiding  principle  the  appropriate  maxim  of  Horace,  Onuie  tulit  punctum 
&ui  misrvU  tUite  dulci.  The  nrst  part,  relating  to  America  in  general,  is 
divided  into  three  sections,  for  physical  and  natural  geography  and  Indian 
customs,  followed  by  discovery,  voyages,  and  conquests,  and  concluding  with 
a  review  of  political  history,  and  an  appendix  on  missionary  progress.  This 
arrangement,  however,  is  nominal  rather  than  real,  and  the  confusion,  extend- 
ing into  chapters  as  well  as^  sections,  is  increased  by  the  incomplete  and 
midigested  form  of  the  material,  enlivened,  however,  by  an  admixture  of  the 
quaint  and  wonderful. 

"  '  Ya  estamos  para  perdemos mexicanos  somos,  ponemos  hemes  i,  lo 

qae  viniese  per  la  honra  de  la  generacion. . .  .Nacidos  somos,  venga  lo  que 
▼iniere.*  ScOuigun,  Hisi,  Conq,,  21. 
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gods  not  place  within  your  house,  my  lord,  one 
shall  cast  you  forth  and  usurp  the  empire,"  waf 
solemn  warning  of  Cuitlahuatzin,  as  he  heard 
resolution.^ 

The  Spaniards  had  meanwhile  descended  the  wo 
sldpe  from  Quauhtechcatl  to,  the  cultivated  dis 
round  Amaquemecan,  a  city  which,  together  wit 
suburban  villages  for  two  leagues  around,  numl 
over  twenty  thousand  families.**  The  lord,  Cacam 
Teotlateuchtli,  received  them  in  his  own  palace, 
entertained  them  most  liberally  during  their  two  < 
stay,  presenting  them  gifts  of  forty  female  slaves 
three  thousand  castellanos  in  gold.  The  chiei 
Tlalmanalco  and  other  neighboring  towns  cam 
tender  their  respects,  and  encouraged  by  the  re] 
of  Spanish  prowess  they  hesitated  not  to  lay 
their  grievances  against  the  Aztecs,  who  oppn 
them  with  heavy  taxes,  robbed  them  of  wives 
daughters,  and  carried  the  men  into  slavery.  C< 
encouraged  the  chiefs  with  fair  promises,  and  wai 
a  little  delighted  at  finding  disaffection  in  the 
heart  of  the  empire,  whose  power  had  been  so  i 
extolled.*^ 

Passing  by  way  of  Tlalmanalco  through  a  succei 
of  flourishing  maize  and  maguey  fields,  the  Span 
reached  Ayotzinco,  a  town  at  the  south  end  of  CI 
lake.^  Here  was  seen  the  first  specimen  of  the  pec 

'^  *  Este  parccer  de  Cuitlahuac,  abra^aron  muchos  de  loB  Presentes. 
quemaila^  i.  444-5. 

'^  With  seven  towns  and  over  25,000  families,  says  Chimalpain. 
Co)iq.,  115.  Hcrrera  states  that  at  the  foot  of  the  descent  from  the 
felled  trees  obstructed  tho  rood,  and  appearances  indicated  that  an  a 
had  been  intended.   llfiTera^  dec.  ii.  lib.  vii.  cap.  iii. 

^  CorUSi  Cartas^  SO-1.  Bemal  Diaz  places  this  occurrence  at  Tlalnu 
where  the  chiefs  jointly  offer  eight  female  slaves,  two  packs  of  robes,  ai 
pesos'  worth  of  gold.  They  urge  Cortt^s  to  remain  with  them  rathe: 
trust  himself  within  T^Icxico.  This  beinff  declined,  twenty  chiefs  a^ 
him  to  receive  justice  from  the  emperor  at  his  intercession.  //w<.  Verda 
*Se  (lierou  por  sus  confoderados.*  Sa/ta(jun,  HiH,  Cmiq,  (ed.  1840),  74. 

'•  For  map  of  route  see,  beside  those  contained  in  this  volume,  Cc 
Eepinosa^  Hist.  Mcx.,  ii.  201,  538,  and  Alamattt  in  PrfScoU*9  HiH. 
(cd.  Mex.  1844),  i.  337,  384.  The  last  maps  in  these  books  illustrate  th 
siege  operations  round  Mexico,  and  so  does  Orozco  y  Berra's,  in  Citidad  A 
Noticiofi,  233.  Prescott's  route  map,  in  Mex,^  i.  p.  xxxiii.,  claims  to  be 
on  Humboldt's,  with  corrections  from  the  chroniclers. 
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aquatic  cities  of  the  lake  region.  Half  of  the  town 
stood  on  piles,  and  was  intersected  by  canals,  wherein 
the  traffic,  with  canoes,  was  far  livelier  than  in  the 
streets.  The  other  half  lay  at  the  foot  of  steep  hills, 
upon  one  of  which  the  Spaniards  were  encamped. 
Prompted  either  by  curiosity  or  by  evil  purposes,  a 
number  of  Indians  attempted  during  the  night  to 
enter  the  Spanish  quarter,  only  to  pay  with  their  lives 
for  the  indiscretion.* 

In  the  morning  messengers  arrived  requesting  the 

Spaniards  to  await  the  coining  of  Cacama.     Shortly 

after  appeared  a  procession  more  brilliant  than  any 

yet  seen.    In  a  litter  profusely  ornamented  with  gold, 

silver,  and  feather  ornaments,  and  even  inlaid  with 

precious  stones,  sat  the  king  of  Tezcuco,  a  young  man 

of  about  twenty-five,  carried  by  eight  powerful  caciques. 

As  he  stepped  out,  attendants  proceeded  to  sweep  the 

road,  removing  even  the  straws,  while  nobles  held 

over  his  head  a  canopy  of  green  feathers,  studded 

with  gems,  to  shield  him  from  the  sun.    With  stately 

steps  the  monarch  advanced  toward  Cortds,  saluting 

him  in  the  customary  manner.*     He  had  come,  he 

said,  with  these  nobles,  in  the  name  of  Montezuma, 

their  master,  to  serve  him,  and  to  provide  all  that  was 

needed.    He  thereupon  presented  a  rich  gift,  to  which 

Cortes  responded  with  three  fine  marcasite  stones^ 

for  himself,  and  with  blue  glass  diamonds  for   the 

nobles.     In  order  to  sound  him,  Cacama  represented 

that  there  existed  almost  insurmountable  obstacles  to 

his  entry  into  Mexico,  among  them  the  fears  of  the 

populace,  which  had  been  aroused  by  terrible  accounts 

of  the  cruelty  of  his  followers."     Cortds  sought  to 

M  ( Mataron  delloB  hasta  veynte. '  Chmara,  Hist,  Mex. ,  98.  The  chiefs  com- 
plained in  secret  of  Montezuma.  TapicL,  BeL,  in  Icazbalceta^  Col.  Doc. ,  ii.  578. 

"^By  toachinff  the  groond  with  the  hand  and  then  bearing  it  to  the  lips. 

^®  Cortes  '  ledib  tres  piedras,  que  se  llaman  marsaritas,  one  tienen  dentro 
de  si  muchas  pinturas  de  diuersas  colores.'  Bemcu  ZHaz,  ffisL  Verdad.^  64. 
A  certain  vagueness  in  the  phrase  has  led  some  to  translate  it  as  a  present  of 
three  fine  pearls  for  Cort^. 

^  <  No  les  qaedaha  sino  decir  qne  me  def enderian  el  camino. '  Cortis,  CarUu, 
81.  'Dieron  a  entender  qne  les  ofenderift  alia,  y  aun  defenderiA  el  passo  y 
entnda.'  Ocmara,  Uitt,  Mex.^  98. 
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reassure  him,  and  declared  that  no  ol>stacles  were 
surmountable  to  his  men,  whereupon  Cacaraa  haste 
to  state  that  Montezuma  himself  would  willir 
receive  them,  and  did  tender  an  invitation.  He  ] 
returned  to  Mexico  to  [irepare  for  the  inevitable  v 
leaving  among  the  Spaniard*^  the  impression  tha 
he,  the  inferior  king,  exliibited  such  grandeur,  tha 
the  emperor  must  indeed  be  imperial/^ 

Proceeding  along  the  lake  they  entered  upo 
causeway  in  width  a  spear's  length,  leading  thro 
the  waters  for  over  a  half  league  to  ^'the  prett 
little  town  which  we  had  yet  seen,  both  with  re^ 
to  its  well  built  houses  and  towers,  and  to  its  si 
tion,"  as  Cortes  remarks.  The  admiring  sold 
called  it  Venezuela,  or  little  Venice,  the  native  n 
being  Cuitlahuac.  It  was  situated  on  an  islet,  ^ 
nected  also  with  the  northern  shore  by  an  exten 
of  the  causeway,  and  contained  a  population  of  al 
two  thoasand  families^  supported  chiefly  by  f 
culture,  which  was  carried  on  to  a  great  ex 
by  means  of  chinampas,  or  floating  gardens.*^ 
chiefs  came  forth,  headed  by  Atlpopocatzin,** 
showed  thems*elves  most  attentive*  Here  again  c 
pliants  were  uttered  about  Aztec  oppression,  with 
warning  that  the  Spaniards  would  meet  with  no 
friendship  at  Mexico." 

The  Mexican  envoys  suspected  the  disaffcctioi 
Cuitlahuac,  and  prevailed  on  tlie  Spaniards  to 
onward  to  Iztapalapan,  where  preparations  had  1 
made  to  receive  them.  As  they  neared  the  den 
populated  lake  district,  the  crowds  became  larger 
more  curious,  wondering  at  the  fair  hue  and  bi 

**Bcnial  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdat!.,  64.  Ixtlilxochitl  contmdicts  himaelf 
the  place  of  meeting,  and  makes  CacnrnA  invito  Corti^s  to  T^^jcwtio,  HiM.  t 
295;  Id.,  Rclacioiif  411.     Torqueinatii  doea  the  B^nitj.   i.  449, 

^'  Native  Races,  ii.  345-6,  675.  Cort^%  ni^utLona  miotlier  smaller  to 
the  lake,  witliout  land  commimicaiion.  CorUs,  Var^iw^^  82. 

**  'Pariente  del  rey  de  Mexico. '  (Itimahmitt^  Ulai,  Coiuj.^  UG.  '  Prii 
qnartier  de  Ticic.*  Brassetir  de  Bottrbofntj^  JliH.  Naf.  Cry.,  iv.  20S, 

"  *  Cortes,  cayua  con  determinnciiHi  de  pararftUit  y  hazcrbarcos  o  hi^U 
oon  miedo  no  le  rompiessen  las  cal^djie  (to  Mesdcop  Chtmara^  lli4,  M€ 
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is  of  the  strangers,  and  admiring  the  comely 
ss,  and  the  glittering  arms  and  helmets.    "Surely 

must  be  divine  bemgs,"  some  said,  "coming  as 

do  from  where  the  sun  rises."  "Or  demons," 
jd  others.  But  the  old  men,  wise  in  the  records  of 
'  race,  sighed  as  they  remembered  the  prophecies, 
muttered  that  these  must  be  the  predicted  ones 
were  to  rule  the  land  and  be  their  masters.**  To 
ent  the  natives  from  mingling  with  his  men,  and 
ing  not  only  disorder  but  diminishing  the  awe 

which  they  were  regarded,  the  horsemen  in  the 
received  orders  to  keep  the  Indians  at  a  respectful 
nee.  Iztapalapan  was  already  in  sight  when  a 
5  force  of  armed  warriors  was  seen  advancing,  so 
J  that  it  seemed  as  if  the  armies  of  Mexico  had 
5  to  overwhelm  them.  They  were  reassured,  how- 
,  by  the  announcement  that  it  was  Ixtlilxochitl 

his  escort,  intent  on  having  an  interview  with 
proposed  ally.  The  prince  had  urged  upon  Cortes 
ike  a  more  northern  route  and  join  him  at  Cal- 
Ipan,  but  finding  that  the  general  preferred  the 
iquemecan  road,  he  had  hastened  to  meet  the 
liards  on  the  lake.  The  approach  of  this  personage 
made  the  court  of  Tezcuco  more  pliable  to  one 
>e  designs  were  well  understood.  When  Ixtlil- 
itl  therefore  came  near  the  city,  the  elder  brother, 
lanacotzin,  made  efforts  for  a  closer  conciliation 

himself  and  Cacama.*''  The  opportunity  was 
•able,  for  the  indisposition  of  Cortds  to  enter 
ely  into  the  plans  of  the  former,  and  his  advance 
^lexico,  with  proclaimed  friendship  for  Monte- 
t,  made  Ixtlilxochitl  not  averse  to  the  advances 
is  brothers,  particularly  since  he  intended  this  in 
ise  to  interfere  with  his  schemes.  The  result  of 
negotiation  was  that  he  found  himself  admitted 

great  pomp  into  his  paternal  city,  wherein  he 

^anpiemadci,  i.  451;  Omedo^  iii.  500. 

or  ftn  acoount  of  the  dispute  between  Cacama  and  Ixtlilxochitl,  see 
Race9,  V.  474-7. 
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hoped  some  day  to  displace  Cacama.  Imbued 
than  ever  with  his  ambition,  he  hastened  to  int 
the  Spanish  captain,  in  order  personally  to  pr 
his  views  and  induce  him  to  come  north ws 
Tezcuco  and  to  his  own  capital.  Cortds  was  1 
promises,  but  it  did  not  just  then  suit  him  to 
range  the  plan  he  had  formed,  and  so  Ixtlilxochi 
to  wait. 

It  is  this  meeting  no  doubt  which  has  been  wi 
extended  by  several  authorities  into  a  visit  t( 


cuco.*® 

As  the  Spaniards  approached  Iztapalapan,**  ( 
huatzin,  the  brother  of  Montezuma  and  lord  i 
city,  came  forth  in  company  with  Tczozoraoc 
of  the  adjoining  Culhuacaii,  and  a  number  of 
caciques  and  nobles,**  to  escort  his  guests  to 
quarters  in  his  palace.  Tho  city  with  its  ten  tho 
to  twelve  thousand  houses  was  constructed  par 
piles,  and  crossed  by  canals,  on  either  side  of 
rose  substantial  buildings,  chiefly  of  stone,  a 
proportion  being,  according  to  the  conqueror,  ''a 
as  the  best  in  Spain,  both  in  extent  and  con 
tion."  The  Spaniards  were  awed  by  the  beai 
the  place.  The  palace  was  particularly  fine  an< 
cious,  with  courts  shaded  by  awnings  of  brilliant 

"  Tezcuco  was  entirely  out  of  CorW^s"  route^  ami  the  immitivei 
inarch  show  that  no  such  detour  couiit  Kavc  beeti  made.  TortLuenu 
contradicts  himself  about  the  visit,  describcft  with  mme  detail  the  r 
at  this  capital,  where  the  population  kni^el  to  adoro  the  Spaniards  aa 
of  the  sun.  They  are  entertained  at  tho  pi^Jaa*.  and  discover  In  cm 
courtiers,  named  Tecocoltzin,  a  man  of  us  fiiir  u.  hue  aa  thcii>ae^lves« 
came  a  great  favorite,  i.  444.  Herrera  takea  the  army  from  Ayot 
Tezcuco  and  back  to  Cuitlahuac.  dec.  ii.  lib.  vit.  cAp.  iv.  Impres 
Imps  by  the  peculiarity  of  this  detour,  Vetaneurt^  after  repeating  tl 
expresses  a  doubt  whether  the  visit  was  rmily  tumlG.  T^alro  Mex 
127-8.  But  Clavigero  brings  arguments,  baaecf  partly  uji 
Cortds'  later  letters,  to  prove  that  it  "  ' 
*the  discriminating,'  lets  Cacama 
Tezcuco.  Huft.  Mex.,  1.  360-1. 

**  *  Yxtapalapa,  que  quiere  decir  Pueblos  donde  se  coge  Sal,  d  Yxtal 
hoy  tienen  este  mismo  oficio  los  de  YxtapaUpa/  LorenzanOt  in  €or\ 
N.  Esp.,  66. 

**  Including  Matlatzincatzin,  lord  of  Coyuhuacan  and  brother  oi 
zuma;  Tochihuitzln  of  Mexlcaltzinco,  and  Hnitzillatl  of  Huitzll 
Clavigero,  Storia  Mesi.,  lii.  76;  CkimtjJpain^  JiUt  Co^i^.,  116;  Bn 
Bourbourg,  Iligt.  Not,  Civ,,  iv.  206. 


ument^,  bSLsed  partly  upon  vn^©  j 
I  it  t*K>k  place.  Storia  Mrs^.,  id.  74 
a  hiniselr  guide  Cortds  from  Ayoi 
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and  bordered  by  commodious  apartments.  Adjoining 
it,  and  overlooked  by  a  large  pavilion,  was  a  vast 
garden,  divided  into  four  squares  by  hedges  of  plaited 
reeds,  which  were  entirely  overgrown  with  roses  and 
other  flowers.  Shaded  walks  led  out  in  all  directions, 
now  by  beds  of  rare  plants  collected  from  remote 
parts,  now  into  orchards  temptingly  laden,  and  again 
past  groups  of  artistically  arranged  flowers.  In  ponds 
fed  by  navigable  canals  sported  innumerable  water- 
fowl, consorting  with  fishes  of  different  species.  In 
the  centre  of  the  garden  was  an  immense  reservoir  of 
hewn  stone,  four  hundred  paces  square,  surrounded 
by  a  tiled  pavement  from  which  steps  led  at  intervals 
to  the  water." 

Cortds  was  not  only  hospitably  entertained,  but 
received  a  present  of  female  slaves,  packs  *  of  cloth, 
and  over  three  thousand  castellanos  in  gold.*^ 

The  soldiers  now  prepared  under  more  than  usual 
excitement  for  the  final  march,  which  was  to  bring 
them  to  the  longed-for  goal.  The  reputed  magnifi- 
cence  of   the  capital  made  most  of  the   Spamards 

^^  Peier  Martyr,  dec.  v.  cap.  ii.;  Ghmara,  Hist.  Mex,,  99;  CorUs,  Cartas^ 
S2.  What  -with  tiie  retreatiii£  waters  and  the  removal  of  native  lords  in  whose 
interest  it  lay  to  preserve  the  gardens  and  palaces,  her  clories  are  now  de- 
parted. The  evaporation  of  the  lake  waters  had  been  observed  before  the 
conquest.  After  this  it  increased  rapidly,  owing  to  the  thoughtless  destruc- 
tion of  forests  in  the  valley,  as  Humboldt  remarks.  In  Bemal  Diaz'  time 
already  IztapalajMUi  lay  high  and  dry,  with  fields  of  maize  growing  where  he 
had  seen  the  busy  traffic  of  canoes.  Hist.  Verdad,,  65.  The  fate  of  the  lake 
region  was  sealed  by  the  construction  of  the  Huehuetoca  canal,  which  drained 
the  big  lake  to  a  mere  shadow  of  its  former  self,  leaving  far  inUmd  the  flourish- 
ing towns  which  once  lined  its  shore,  and  shielding  the  waters,  as  it  were, 
from  further  persecution  by  an  unsightly  barrier  of  desert  salt  marshes — and 
all  to  save  the  capital  from  the  inundations  to  which  blundering  locators  had 
expoNsed  her.  Humboldt  has  in  his  map  of  the  valley  traced  the  outline  of 
the  lake  as  it  appeared  to  the  conquerors,  and  although  open  to  criticism  it 
is  interesting.  IJsmu  Pol,,  i.  167,  173-5. 

^*  Cortitf,  Cartas,  82.  Bemal  Diaz  reduces  it  to  2000  pesos.  According  to 
Sahagun,  Cortes  summons  the  lords  of  the  district  and  tells  them  of  his 
mission.  The  common  people  keep  out  of  the  way,  fearing  a  massacre.  Hist, 
Oonq,,  21-2.  Brasseur  de  fiourboure,  Hist.  Nat.  Civ.,  iv.  205-6,  assumes  from 
this  that  many  of  the  chiefs  promised  to  support  Cortes  against  the  government, 
which  is  hardly  likely  to  nave  been  done  in  a  city  ruled  by  Montezuma's 
brother,  who  was  at  heart  hostile  to  the  Spaniards.  Here  again,  says  Herrera, 
dec.  ii.  lib.  vii.  cap.  v.,  Montezuma  sought  to  dissuade  Cortes  from  entering 
the  capital ;  Torquemada,  L  449.  His  envoy  being  Cacama,  adds  IxtUlxochitl. 
Hist.  Chkh.,  2d5. 

Hist.  Xxx.,  Yol.  I.   18 
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eager  to  enter;  but  there  were  others  who  recalled 
the  rumors  of  its  strength,  and  of  the  terrible  plots 
which  their  timid  allies  declared  were  to  encompass 
them.  "  Being  men  and  fearing  death,  we  could  not 
avoid  thinking  of  this,"  says  Bemal  Diaz,  frankly, 
"and  commending  ourselves  to  Grod."  And  as  he  re- 
members how  warnings  failed  to  deter  them,  the  old 
soldier  bursts  forth  in  self- admiration,  "What  men 
have  existed  in  the  world  so  daring?"" 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

MEETING  WITH  MONTEZUMA. 

NOYZMBER,   1519. 

nNO  or  THx  CiTT— Thx  Spaniards  Stabt  from  Iexafalafaf— 
^CH  THB  Great  Causxwat — Thit  ark  Mxt  bt  makt  Noblis— 

rD  PRESXNTLT  BT  MONTRZUMA— BnTRT  UITO  MrXICO— ThBT  ABB 
rARTERED  IK  THE  AXATACATL  PaLAGE— InTERCHAKOE  OF  VlSITS. 

tOM  Iztapalapan  the  imperial  city  of  the  great 
au  could  clearly  be  seen,  rising  in  unveiled  white- 
from  the  lake.  Almost  celestial  was  its  beauty 
e  eyes  of  the  spoilers;  a  dream  some  called  it,  or^ 
igible,  only  Venice  was  like  it,  with  its  imposing 
les  sparkling  amid  the  sparkling  waters.    Many 

•  places  had  been  so  called,  but  there  was  no 

•  New  World  Venice  like  this. 

reeping  round  in  sheltering  embrace  were  the 
I  swards  and  wood -clad  knolls  on  the  shore, 
led  with  tributary  towns  and  palatial  structures, 
aed  with  foliage,  or  peeping  forth  from  groves, 
venturing  nearer  to  the  city,  and  into  the  very 
"  We  gazed  with  admiration,"  exclaims  Bernal 
,  as  he  compares  with  the  enchanted  structures 
ibed  in  the  Amadis  their  grand  towers,  cues, 
edifices,  rising  in  the  lake,  and  all  of  masonry, 

t  us  glance  at  the  people  and  their  dwellings; 
hough  we  have  spoken  of  them  at  length  else* 
3,   we   cannot  in  this   connection  wholly  pass 
by. 
'o  centuries  back,  the  Aztecs,  then  a  small  and 
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despised  people,  surrounded  and  oppressed  by  enemies, 
had  taken  refuge  on  some  islets  in  the  western  part 
of  the  •  saline  lake  of  Mexico,  and  there  by  divine 
command  they  had  founded  the  city  which,  under  the 
title  of  Mexico  Tenochtitlan,  was  to  become  the  capi- 
tal of  An^huac.  The  first  building  was  a  temple  of 
rushes,  round  which  the  settlement  grew  up,  spreading 
rapidly  over  the  islets,  and  on  piles  and  filled  ground. 
The  city  was  enlarged  and  beautified  by  successive 
rulers,  and  when  first  beheld  by  the  Spaniards  it  had 
attained  its  greatest  extent — one  it  never  again  ap- 
proached— and  was  reputed  to  be  about  twelve  miles 
m  circumference.  This  area  embraced  a  large  suDurb 
of  several  villages  and  towns  with  independent  names, 
containing  in  all  sixty  thousand  houses,  equivalent  to 
a  population  of  three  hundred  thousand.^ 

Four  great  avenues,  paiVed  with  hard  cement,  ran 
crosswise  from  the  cardinal  points,  and  divided  the 
citv  into  as  many  quarters,  which  were  again  .subdi- 
vided into  wards.* 

Three  of  the  avenues  were  connected  in  a  straight 
line,  or  nearly  so,  with  the  main  land  by  means  of 
smooth  causeways,  constructed  of  piles  filled  up  with 
rubble  and  ddbris.  The  shortest  of  these  was  the 
western,  leading  to  Tlacopan,  half  a  league  distant, 
and  bordered  all  the  way  with  houses.  They  were 
wide  enough  for  ten  horsemen  to  ride  abreast,  and 
were  provided  at  intervals  with  bridges  for  the  free 
flow  of  water*  and  of  traffic.  Near  their  junction 
with  the  city  were  drawbridges,  and  breastworks  for 
defence.  A  fourth  causeway,  from  the  Chapultepec 
suminer  palace,  served  to  support  the  aqueduct  which 

^  The  nuns  of  the  old  city,  clearly  traced  by  Humboldt,  showed  that  it 
must  haye  been  of  far  greater  extent  than  the  capital  raised  upon  its  site  by 
the  Spaniards.  This  is  also  indicated  b^  the  size  of  the  markets  and  temjde 
courts.  The  reason  is  to  be  found  partly  in  the  former  prevalence  of  one-story 
houses  with  courts  inclosed. 

*  For  ancient  and  modem  names  of  quarters  see  Native  Eaice9,  ii  663. 

'Cortes  believed  that  the  waters  ebbed  and  flowed,  Cartas,  102-3,  and 
Peter  Martyr  enlarged  on  this  phenomenon  with  credoloiu  wonder,  dec  v. 
cftp.  iii 
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d  water  from  the  mountain  spring  in  that  vi- 

und  the  southern  part  of  the  city  stretched  a 
ircular  levee,  three  leagues  in  length  and  thirty 
n  breadth,  which  had  been  constructed  in  the 
e  of  the  preceding  century  to  protect  the  place 
the  torrents  which  after  heavy  rains  came  rush- 
rom  the  fresh-water  lakes  of  Xochimilco  and 
;o.  This  levee  was  the  chief  resort  of  the 
e — during  the  day  for  bustling  merchants  and 
crews,  during  the  evening  for  promenaders,  who 

to  breathe  the  fresh  air  soft-blown  from  the 
and  to  watch  the  setting  sun  as  it  gilded  the 
lits  of  Popocatepetl  and  his  consort. 
iflSc,  as  may  be  supposed,  was  conducted  chiefly 
mals  guarded  by  custom-houses,  lined  with 
5,  and  provided  in  some  places  with  docks. 
L  these  abutted  narrow  yet  well  lighted  cross 
^,  connected  by  bridges,  and  leading  to  a  num- 
f  open  squares,  the  largest  of  which  were  the 
et- places  in  Tlatelulco  and  Mexico  proper, 
3in  as  many  as  one  hundred  thousand  people 
lid  to  have  found  room. 

3wed  architecturally  and  singly,  the  buildings 
lot  present  a  very  imposing  appearance,  the 
er  portion  being  but  one  story  in  height.  This 
tony,  however,  was  relieved  to  a  great  extent 
e  number  of  temples  sacred  to  superior  and  local 
s  which  were  to  be  seen  in  every  ward,  raised 

above  the  dwelhngs  of  mortals,  on  mounds 
.rying  elevations,  and  surmounted  by  towering 
sis.  Their  fires,  burning  in  perpetual  adoration 
e  gods,  presented  a  most  impressive  spectacle 
ght.     The   grandest   and  most   conspicuous  of 

all  was  the  temple  of  HuitzilopochtU,  which 

in  Jthe  centre  of  the  city,  at  the  junction  of  the 
avenues,  so  as  to  be  ever  before  the  eyes  of 
lithful.     It  formed  a  soUd  stone-faced  pyramid 

375  feet  long  and  300  feet  broad  at  the  base, 
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325  by  250  feet  at  the  summit,  and  rose  in  five  super- 
imposed, perpendicular  terraces  to  the  height  or  86 
feet.  Each  terrace  receded  six  feet  from  the  edge  of 
the  one  beneath,  and  the  stages  were  so  placed  that 
a  circuit  had  to  be  made  of  each  ledge  to  gain  the 
succeeding  flight,  an  arrangement  equally  suited  for 
showy  processions  and  for  defence.  Surrounding  the 
pyramid  was  a  battlemented  stone  wall  4800  feet 
in  circumference,  and  through  this  led  four  gates, 
surmounted  by  arsenal  buildings,  facing  the  four 
avenues.* 

The  pyramid  was  quite  modem,  and  owed  its  erec- 
tion to  Ahuitzotl,  who  for  two  years  employed  upon 
it  an  immense  force  of  men,  bringing  the  material 
from  a  distance  of  three  or  four  leagues.  It  was 
completed  in  1486,  and  consecrated  with  thousands  of 
victims.  The  rich  and  devout  brought,  while  it  was 
building,  a  mass  of  treasures,  which  were  buried  in 
the  mound  as  an  offering  to  the  gods,  and  served  sub- 
sequently as  a  powerful  incentive  for  the  removal  of 
every  vestige  of  the  structure.  The  present  cathedral 
occupies  a  portion  of  the  site.' 

The  appearance  of  the  city  was  likewise  improved 
by  terraces  of  various  heights  serving  as  foundation 
for  the  dwellings  of  rich  traders,  and  of  the  nobles 
who  were  either  commanded  to  reside  at  the  capital 
or  attracted  by  the  presence  of  the  court.  Their 
houses  were  to  be  seen  along  the  main  thorough- 
fares, differing  from  the  adobe,  mud,  or  rush  huts  of 
the  poor,  in  being  constructed  of  porous  tetzontli 
stone,  finely  polished  and  whitewashed.  Every  house 
stood  by  itself,  separated  by  narrow  lanes  or  by  gar- 
dens, and  inclosing  one  or  more  courts.  Broad  steps 
led  up  the  terrace  te  two  gates,  one  opening  on  the 

*  For  a  description  of  the  interior  see  Native  RcuxSj  ii.  582-8. 

*  Ramirez  and  Garbajal  Espinosa  define  the  limits  pretty  closely  with 
respect  to  the  modem  outline  ot  the  city,  Hist.  Mex.^  iL  226-9,  and  notes  in 
P7-egcoU*s  Mex,  (ed.  Mex.  1845),  ii.  app.  103;  but  Alaman,  in  his  IHaerL,  ii 
202,  246,  etc.,  enters  at  greater  length  into  the  changes  which  the  site  has 
ondersone  since  the  conquest,  supporting  his  conclusions  with  quotations  from 
the  jD»6ro  de  Cabildo  and  other  'valuable  documents. 
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street,  the  other  on  the  back  lane  or  canal, 
terrace  platform  was  particularly  spacious  in 
,  where  occasionally  a  small  oratorio  faced  the 
mce.  The  fa9ade  was  adorned  with  elegant 
ces  and  stucco  designs  of  flowers  and  animals, 
.  painted  in  brilliant  colors.  Balconies  were  oc- 
nally  to  be  seen,  supported  on  monolith  columns 
3ut  base  or  capital,  though  with  incised  orna- 
ation;  but  they  were  not  common,  owing  to  the 
ilence  of  flat  roofs  surrounded  by  battlemented 
3ven  turreted  parapets.  Behind  them  rose  flow- 
[  plants,  arranged  in  pots  or  growing  in  garden 
,  and  aiding  to  render  the  spot  attractive  for  the 
y  gathering  in  the  evening.  Flower-gardens 
it  be  seen  also  in  the  courts,  with  a  sparkling 
:ain  in  the  centre.  Around  ran  the  shady 
cos,  lined  with  suites  of  apartments,  the  larger 
)tion  rooms  in  front,  the  stores  and  kitchen  in 
rear,  and  other  rooms  and  chambers,  with  the 
r  failing  temazcalU,  or  bath,  arranged  between 
I,  and  provided  with  wicker  screens  or  curtains  in 
>f  doors. 

mrts  as  well  as  rooms  were  covered  with  flags  of 
«,  tessellated  marble  or  cement,  polished  with 
'  or  gypsum;  and  the  walls  were  decorated  not 
[juently  with*  porphyry,  jasper,  and  alabaster,  and 

•  with  cotton  tapestry  adorned  with  feather  and 

•  ornaments.  The  furniture  on  the  other  hand 
scanty,  consisting  chiefly  of  mats  of  palm  leaves, 
ions,  low  tables,  and  stools.® 

r  farther  description  of  streets,  buildings,  and  people,  see  Native  Races, 
Also  BanUrez,  Noticias  de  Mtx.^  etc.,  in  JnanumerUos  Domin.  Esp., 
>.  6,  30&-50;  Ddvila,  Cantinuadon  de  la  Crdnica,  etc.,  MS.,  296;  Via- 
niv.,  xxvi.  20^-6;  Libro  de  Cabildo,  MS.,  1,  5,  11,  62,  105,  201-2; 
ufiff  oiler  Reisebeach.,  xiii.  459-60,  464-67;  La^  CasaM^  Hist  Apolog., 
7-27;  L' America  SHtentrwnale,  88-207;  Mex.,  NoL  Chidady  1-8. 
A  la  Rica  is  the  name  applied  to  the  city  by  some  of  the  Spaniards. 
in  Pa/:heco  and  CdrdenoH^  CoL  Doc.^  xiii.  339. 

iirious  view  of  Mexico  is  ffiven  in  the  edition  of  Cortes'  letters  issued  at 
berg  in  1524,  which  exhioits  six  causeway  connections  with  the  main- 
Both  in  situation,  with  respect  to  the  surrounding  to^-ns,  and  in  the 

•  plan,  it  accords  very  fairly  with  the  descriptions  of  the  conquerors. 
mple  of  Huitzilopochtli  occupies  an  immense  square  in  the  centre  of 
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It  was  in  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  November  that 
the  Spaniards  mustered  for  the  entry  into  Mexico. 

Temixtitan,  as  the  city  is  called.  Round  the  south-east  comer  extend  the 
palace  and  gardens  of  the  emperor,  other  palaces  being  scattered  on  the  lake» 
and  connected  with  the  suburbs  by  short  causeways.  Less  correct  in  its  relative 
position  is  the  view  presented  in  the  old  and  curious  Libra  di  Benedetto  Bor- 
done,  which  has  been  reproduced  in  MontanuSf  Nieuwe  Weereld,  81,  so  famous 
for  its  cuts,  and,  of  course,  with  considerable  elaborations  which  by  no  meana 
promote  the  correctness,  however  much  the  beauty  of  aspect  is  improved. 


Very  similar  to  this  is  the  view  f;iven  in  some  of  Solis'  editions,  that  of 
Antwerp,  1704,  for  instance,  wherem  is  also  found  a  view  of  Mexico  with  its 
surrounding  towns,  as  Cuitlahuac,  Iztapalapan,  and  others,  all  grouped 
closely  together  within  the  main  lake !  A  native  plan  of  the  capital,  said  to 
have  been  given  by  Montezuma  to  Cortes,  accords  uttle  with  Spanish  descrip- 
tions, and  18  difficult  to  understand  from  its  peculiar  outline,  illustrated  with 
Aztec  hieroglyphics.  Alaman  doubts  its  origm  and  correctness.  See  PrescoWa 
Mex.  (Mex.  ed.  1844),  ii.  157.  A  good  copy  of  it  is  given  in  Carbojal 
Espinoaa,  Hist.  Mex.,  ii.  221. 

The  view  in  Libro  di  Benedetto  Bordone,  Nel  qtuU  si  ragiona  de  tutte 
Vlsde  del  momlo,  Vinegia,  1528,  73  leaves,  is  accompanied  by  an  interesting 
description  of  La  gran  cilta  di  TemistUan,  remarkable  from  being  perhaps  the 
iirst  sKetch  of  any  value  given  in  a  cosmographio  work.  It  occupies  the 
greater  part  of  folios  vi.  to  x. ,  devoted  to  the  terra  da  Ferdinando  Corteae. 
f^ive  more  folios  describe  the  West  Indies  and  Venezuela  region,  the  only  por- 
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Not  far  from  Iztapalapan  they  came  upon  the  longest 
causeway,  two  leagues  in  extent,  which  with  the  ex- 

tions  of  America  known  to  Bordone  when  he  wrote  his  book.  It  was  com- 
pleted in  1521,  according  to  its  pontifical  license,  although  not  issued  till 
1528.  The  versatile  author,  who  figured  both  as  artist  and  professor,  died  in 
1531,  and  the  later  issues  of  the  Libro,  henceforth  called  laotario^  are  by  edi- 
tors whose  endeavor  to  keep  apace  with  the  demands  of  the  times  is  instanced 
by  the  edition  of  1537,  wherein  appears  a  letter  on  the  conquest  of  Peru.  In 
the  mappemonde  of  the  first  edition  before  me,  the  smaller  northern  part  of 
the  new  continent  is  called  terra  del  laboratore,  while  the  southern  part  bears 
the  inscription  poneti  m^do  nouo.  The  two  are  separated  at  the  Isthmus,  in 
about  the  latitude  of  the  Mediterranean,  by  a  long  strait,  at  the  eastern 
mouth  of  which,  on  the  sectional  map  of  folio  vi.,  is  written,  stretto  pte  del 
mddo  nouo.  Farther  east  lie  the  islands  Astores,  Aemtwie,  and  Braail.  The 
numerous  sectional  wood*cut  maps  and  plans  bear  the  conventional  outline  of 
a  series  of  concave  segments,  and  of  the  ten  referring  to  different  parts  of  the 
new  world,  seven  apply  to  the  Antilles. 

The  clearest  account  of  Mexico  given  by  any  of  the  conquerors  is  to 
be  found  in  BelcUione  d^alcvne  cone  delta  Nuoita  Spagna^  ds  delta  gran 
cUtd  di  TemistUan  MeMicd,  faUa  per  vn  gejUWhttomo  del  Signor  Fernando 
Cortrse,  wherein  the  description  of  the  natives,  their  manners  and  customs, 
their  towns,  the  resources  of  the  country,  and  above  all,  the  capital 
oi^,  is  to  be  found  in  concise  form,  arranged  in  paragraphs  with  appro- 
priate headings,  and  illustrated  by  a  cut  of  the  creat  temple,  which 
appears  fax  more  correct  than  those  eiven  by  most  subsequent  writers.  A 
view  of  the  capital  is  also  appended,  showing  the  surrounding  country, 
and  according  very  nearly  with  those  of  the  Nuremburg  type,  except  in 
the  faulty  reUitive  position  to  the  neighborhood.  Nothing  is  Known  of  the 
author,  -who  is  generally  referred  to  as  the  Anon3nnaous  Conqueror,  but  the 
opinion  has  been  hazarded  that  ho  was  Francisco  de  Terrazas,  mayordomo 
of  Cortes.  His  account  was  evidently  written  in  Spanish,  but  did  not  see 
the  Ught  till  Kamusio  issued  it  in  Italian  under  the  above  title.  It  forms 
one  of  the  most  valuable  documents  for  the  history  of  Mexico  to  be  found  in 
this  prized  collection  of  vovages  and  travels,  the  first  large  work  of  its  class. 
No  branch  of  literature  obtained  a  greater  stimulus  from  tlie  discovery  of 
Columbus.  He  it  was  who  broke  the  barrier  which  had  confined  the  ardor 
of  voyagers,  and  who  led  the  revival  of  maritime  enterprise,  creating  a 
curiosity  among  the  stayers-at-home  that  could  be  satiated  only  with  re- 
peated editions  of  narratives  relating  to  expeditions  and  conquests.  Tlie 
number  of  these  narratives  became,  within  a  few  years,  so  large  as  to  require 
their  grouping  into  special  collections  for  the  sake  of  cheapness  and  conven- 
ience. The  earliest  is  probably  the  Paed  Nouamente  retrauati^  Et  Nouo  Mondo 
da  Alberico  vesputio;  By  Fracanzo  or  Fracanzano  da  Montalboddo,  Vicenza, 
1507,  mentioned  by  Tiraboschi,  Storia  delta  literatura  Ualiana.  This  was  re- 
poduced  in  1508  by  Madrignani,  at  Milan.  According  to  Panzer,  Ruchamer 
issueil  the  same  year  a  somewhat  fuller  collection  at  Nuremberg,  under 
the  title  of  Neu>e  Unhekanllte  landte  Und  eine  Kewe  wMte,  with  eight  pieces, 
among  them  the  voyages  of  Columbus,  Ojeda,  Pinzon,  and  Vespucci.  A  similar 
work  was  issued  by  the  Italian  Angiolelo,  in  1519. 

The  best  known  of  these  early  collections,  and  by  many  regarded  as  the  first 
iBsaed  in  German,  is  i^eNows  Orhis  Regionvm  achisolai-vm  Veteribvs  [ncogni- 
tarvm;  BasUeoi  apod  h  Hervagivm^  Memte  Martio,  anno  M.D.xxxii.,  4to,  584 
pages,  beside  unnumbered  leaves.  *  La  plus  ancienne  de  ces  (Latin)  collections,  * 
says  Boucher,  BihL  Unw,^  i.  55.  Although  prepared  by  John  JIuttich,  the 
canon  of  Strasbourg,  it  is  better  known  under  the  name  of  Simon  Grynseus,  who 
wrote  tiie  introductory  and  revised  it  at  the  request  of  Hervagius,  the  pub- 
Uaher,  a  well  known  bookman,  greatly  esteemed  by  Erasmus.  Meusel,  uiU, 
Hist,,  iil  pt.  i.  221,  gives  it  with  punctilious  fairness  the  title  of  CoUectio 
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ception  of  a  short  angle  near  the  shore  led  in  a  straight 

HttUiehkhOryMBo-IIervagianay  while  others  apply  only  the  middle  name  or 
the  last  two.  The  attribution  to  Grynsus  is  greatly  due  to  his  fame  as  a  re- 
former, as  the  personal  friend  of  Luther  and  CuTin,  as  the  discoverer  of  livy's 
lost  books,  and  as  the  first  of  a  long  line  of  scholars  celebrated  under  that 
name.  It  is  an  excellently  printed  volume,  with  quaint  head-pieces,  and  con- 
taining as  it  does  so  many  papers  of  which  the  original  editions  are  now  lost, 
the  collection  must  be  esteemed  of  great  value.  Tne  nineteen  pieces  of  orig- 
inal contributions,  journals,  and  borrowed  accounts,  include  the  voyages  of 
Columbus,  Alonso,  and  Pinzon  from  Madrignani;  Alberid  VaipuUj  nauiga- 
Honum  eptto^ne,  and  nauigcUionen  III  I.;  and  J'etfi  Martyria  de  inmiiia.  The 
other  narratives  relate  to  Asia,  to  the  Levant,  and  to  Russia.  With  some 
copies  is  found  a  mappemonde,  but  the  only  genuine  one,  according  to  Harrisse, 
294,  bears  the  inscription  Terra  de  Cuba,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  new 
world,  and  in  the  south,  Parian,  Canihali  America  Terra  JVora,  PriaUia,  with 
the  word  ^«ta  in  large  type.  Among  the  several  editions  the  German  of  1534, 
by  Herr,  is  rarer  thiui  the  above  original,  while  the  Dutch  of  1563,  by  Ablijn, 
is  the  most  complete. 

After  Huttich  the  voyage  collections  increased  rapidly  in  number  and  size, 
till  they  reached  the  fine  specimen  of  Kamusio,  forming  not  only  the  first 
large  work  of  this  class,  but,  for  a  long  time,  the  most  extensive  which  bears 
on  America.  Harrisse,  457,  veir  justly  observes  that  *  the  publication  of 
Bamusio's  JRaceoUa  may  be  said  to  open  an  era  in  the  literaiy  history  of 
Voyages  and  Navigation.  Instead  of  accounts  carelessly  copied  and  trans- 
lated from  previous  collections,  perpetuating  errors  and  anachronisms,  we 
find  in  this  work  original  narrations  judiciously  selected,  carefully  printed, 
and  enriched  with  notices  which  betray  the  hand  of  a  scholar  of  great  critical 
actimen.  *  The  first  issue  appeared  as  Prime  Volvme  Deile  Navifja  tioni  et  ViaggL 
In  Venetia  appresso  gji  heredi  di  Lvcantcnio  Oivrtti^  1550,  folio,  405  leaves. 

'Les  Juntes  (Ic)  publi^rent sous  la  direction  de  Jean-Baptiste  Raniusio.' 

Camus,  M6m,  Coll.  Voy.,  7.  Neither  in  this,  nor  in  the  third  volume,  issued 
in  1553,  nor  in  the  second  edition  of  the  first  volume,  1554,  does  the  name 
of  Giambatista  Kamusio,  Bannusio,  or  Rhamusio,  appear  as  autlior,  and  it  is 
only  in  tho  second  volume  that  the  publisher,  Tommoso  Giunti,  resolves  to  set 
aside  tho  modesty  of  his  friend,  and  to  place  his  name  upon  the  title-page. 
The  publication  of  this  volume  hod  been  delayed  till  1559,  owing  to  the  ueath 
of  tho  author  and  to  the  burning  of  the  printing  establishment. 

In  tho  preface  Giunti  refers  to  the  close  friendship  between  them,  and 
extols  Romusio  as  a  learned  man,  who  had  served  in  foreign  countries, 
acquiring  in  this  way  a  perfect  knowledge  of  French  and  Spanish.  He  had 
long  been  a  devoted  student  of  history  and  geography,  inspired  to  some  ex- 
tent by  the  travels  of  his  uncle,  the  celebrated  Doctor  Gii'olamo  Kamusio. 
As  secretary  to  the  powerful  Venetian  Council  '  de  Signori  Died,'  he  was  in 
a  position  to  maintain  correspondence  with  such  men  as  Oviedo,  Cabot^ 
Cardinal  Bcmbo,  and  others,  part  of  which  is  to  be  found  in  LeUere  di  XIII. 
Huomini  illustri,  Venetia,  1565.  All  this  served  him  in  the  formation  of  the 
creat  work  upon  which  he  labored  during  the  last  34  years  of  his  life.  He 
died  at  Padua,  July  10,  1557,  72  years  of  age. 

The  first  volume  relates  chiefly  to  Asia  and  Africa,  but  contains  Ltttere.  due 
and  Sommario  by  Vespucci,  and  four  papers  on  Spanish  and  Portuguese  cir- 
cumnavigation. The  contents  of  the  set  have  been  somewhat  change<l  and 
increased  during  the  several  republications,  but  the  best  editions  are  those  of 
1588,  1583,  and  1565,  for  the  first,  second,  and  third  volume  respectively. 
Vol.  ii.  of  this  set  relates  chiefly  to  Asia,  but  is  of  interest  to  American 
students  for  its  narrative  of  the  much  doubted  voyages  of  the  brothers  Zeno. 
Its  small  size  indicates  the  loss  it  sustained  by  the  events  above  referred  to. 
'  £t  nO  vi  marauigliate,  se  ri^ardando  gli  altri  due,  non  uedrete  questo  Secddo 
volume,  si  pieno  &  copioso  di  scrittori,  come  il  Kamusio  giii  sliaueua  pposto 
di  fare,  che  la  morte  xd  s'interpoee.*  ii.  2. 
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line  northward  to  the  heart  of  the  city.'  They  passed 
several  towns,  some  on  the  shore,  others  touching  the 
causeway,®  and  supported  to  a  great  extent  by  the 
manufacture  of  salt  from  the  lake  water.  The  cause- 
way had  been  reserved  for  the  passage  of  the  troops, 
out  of  deference  to  the  desire  manifested  to  keep  the 
natives  at  a  respectful  distance,'  but  both  sides  were 
lined  with  canoes  bearing  an  eager  crowd  of  sight- 
seers. About  half  a  league  from  the  city  the  cause- 
way formed  a  junction  with  the  road  from  Xochimilco 
and  Coyohuacan,  at  a  spot  called  Acachinanco,^^  where 
a  stout  battlemented  wall,  fully  ten  feet  in  height,  and 
surmounted  by  two  towers,  guarded  the  two  gates  for 
entry  and  exit. 

Entering  here  the  Spaniards  were  met  by  a  pro- 
cession of  over  one  thousand  representative  people 
from  the  capital,"  richly  arrayed  in  embroidered 
robes,  and  with  jewelry  of  pendent  stones  and  gold. 

The  third  volame  is  entirely  devoted  to  America,  and  contains  all  the  most 
Talnable  documents  known  np  to  the  time  of  its  first  issue,  such  as  the  rela- 
tions of  Martyr,  Oriedo,  Cortes,  and  his  contemporaries  in  Mexico,  Pizarro, 
Verazzano,  Carthier,  the  HeUUion  di  Nvnno  di  Ove^nan^  in  several  parts,  and 
the  valuable  RtUUione  j)er  vn  gentiChuomo  del  Signor  Fernando  Cortese.  The 
volume  beffins  with  a  learned  discourse  by  Kamusio  on  ancient  knowledge  of 
a  land  to  the  west,  and  of  causes  leading  to  the  discovery.  At  the  end  of  the 
1565  edition  is  a  map  of  America,  showing  Lower  California  as  a  wide  penin- 
sula, and  Terra  del  Fuego  joined  to  the  mnd  of  the  Circolo  Antartko.  The 
comparative  crudeness  of  the  wood-cuts  and  maps  has  not  made  the  work 
much  esteemed  by  collectors,  but  its  value  even  now,  for  reference,  is  unques- 
tioned. The  set  was  dedicated  to  Hieronimo  Fracastoro,  the  great  poet  and 
physician,  bom  mouthless,  yet  so  eloquent.  SccUiger,  Arce  Fracastore^,  At 
the  end  of  the  JMacorso  sopra  Perv,  iii.  371,  Eamusio  says:  *Et  questa  nar- 
ratione  con  breuit^  habbiamo  voluto  discorrere  per  satisfattione  ae  i  lettori, 
laquale  pin  distintamente  leeeranno  nel  quarto  volume. '  According  to  Fonta- 
nini,  Bihl.y  274,  tlie  material  for  this  volume  lay  prepared  in  manuscript,  only 
to  pcrisli  in  Uie  disastrous  fire  of  November,  1557. 

'It  is  still  one  ef  the  main  roads,  known  under  Spanish  dominion  as 
Calzada  de  Izta][>alapan,  now  as  S.  Antonio  Abad. 

^Cortds  names  the  well  built  Mexicaltzinco,  Niciaca,  and  Huchilohuchico 
(now  Chumbnsco),  to  which  he  gives  respectively  3000,  COOO,  and  4000  to  5000 
families.  Cartax,  83-4.  Gomara,  Hist,  Afex.,  99,  names  Coioacan  instead  of 
Niciaca,  and  this  change  is  generally  accepted,  for  the  latter  name  is  probably 
a  mistake  by  the  copyist  or  printer.  Peter  Martyr,  dec.  v.  cap.  iii. 

•  *  Mand6  que  vn  Indio  en  lengua  Mexicana,  fuessc  pregonando  que  nadie 
sc  atrauessasse  x)or  el  camino,  sino  queria  ser  luego  muerto.*  Herrera,  dec.  ii. 
lib.  vii.  cap.  v. 

"*  Also  referred  to  as  Fort  Xoloc.  *  En  donde  hoy  la  garita  de  San  Antaitio 
AUul,'  says  Ramirez,  in  Prescott  (ed.  Mex.  1845),  ii.  104. 

"  Herrera,  who  is  usually  moderate,  swells  the  figure  to  4000. 
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These  passed  before  the  visitors  in  a  file,  touchinj 

ground  with  their  hand  and  carrying  it  to  the  1 

token  of  reverence.    This  ceremony  occupied  an  1 

after  which  the  march  waa  resumed »     At  the  ^ 

j  tion  of  the  causeway  with  the  main  avenue  oi 

1  city  was  a  wooden  bridge  ten  paees  wide,  easil 

movable,  inside  of  which  Cortes  halted  to  awai 

'  emperor,  then  approaching."     On  either  side  o 

I  street,  closely  along  by  the  houses,  came  proces 

of  nobles,  headed  by  lords  and  court  dignitaric 

of  whom  marched  with  bare  feet  and  bowed  h 

j  This   humility   was   owing  to   the   presence  oi 

J  emperor,  who  in  almost  solitary  grandeur  kepi 

centre  of  the  road,  borne  in  a  richly  adorned 

on  the  shoulders  of  his  favorite  courtiers,  and 

^  lowed  by  a  few  princes  and  leading  officials.^^     ] 

dignitaries   preceded  him,  one  of  whom   bore 

thjree  wands,  signifying  the  approach  of  the  imj 

head  of  the  tripartite  alliance,  so  that  all  perso 

sight  might  lower  their  heads  in  humble  reve: 

till  he  had  passed. 

On  nearing  the  Spaniards  Montezuma  stepped 
the  litter,  supported  on  either  side  by  King  Ca 
and  Cuitlahuatzin,  his  nephew  and  brother^  anc 
j  lowed   by  the  king  of  Tlacopan  and  other  pri 

)  Four  prominent  caciques  held  over  his  head  a  ca 

i  profusely  covered  with  green  feathers  set  with 

I  and  silver,  and  precious  stones,  both  fixed  and 

j  dent,  and  before  them  attendants  swept  the  roa< 

j  spread  carpets,  so  that  the  imperial  feet  might  n 

I  "  The  avenue  is  now  called  el  Rastro.     The  suburb  l^re  bore  the  i 

Huitzitlan.     ^Vitzillcm  que  es  cabe  el  hoapital  de  k  Coitccpcion/  St 

I  Hist.  Conq.,2S,     At  Tocititlan,  says  Duran.  Witt.  Ind.,  MS.,  ii.  439. 

de  la  Hermita  de  San  Anton.*  Torquemada^  i.  4.10,     *  Scguii  una  axitigiii 

i  cion  conservada  en  el  hospital  de  Jesus,  el  pimto  en  qvio  le  encontni  fui 

I  &  6ste.  y  por  recaerdo  del  succso  so  hizo  la  fuDilacion  en  aquel  parage. *  A 

DiserL,  i.  J03;  and  Ramirez,  note  in  Ptv^oU  {cd.  Mc^.  1S45),  ii.  lOJ 

I  previous  authorities  indicate,  however,  that  the  meetmg  took  plii«e 

I  from  the  centre  of  the  city. 

*  "Chimalpain  mentions  amonff  others  Tetlepanquezatl,  king  of  Tb 

I  Yzquauhtzin  Tlacochcalcatl,  lord  or  lieutenant  of  Tlatolnlco,  t^ptaixi- 

|i  Atlixcatzin,  son  of  Ahuitzatl,  and  Tepehuatzin,  son  of  Titot^in.  Misi. 

.  125.     Sahagun  differs  slightly  in  the  names,  lliil,  CQnq.,  24-o, 
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soiled.  The  monarch  and  his  supporters  were  simi- 
larly dressed^  in  blue  tilmatlis  which,  bordered  with 
orold  and  richly  embroidered  and  bejewelled,  hung  in 
loose  folds  from  the  neck,  where  they  were  secured 
by  a  knot.  On  their  heads  were  mitred  crowns  of 
gold  with  qaetzal  plumes,  and  sandals  with  golden 
soles  adorned  their  feet,  fastenings  embossed  with 
gold  and  precious  stones." 

Montezuma  was  about  forty  years  of  age,  of  good 
stature,  with  a  thin  though  well-proportioned  body, 
somewhat  fairer  than  the  average  hue  of  his  dusky 
race.  The  rather  long  face,  with  its  fine  eyes,  bore 
an  expression  of  majestic  gravity,  tinged  with  a 
certain  benignity  which  at  times  deepened  into  ten- 
derness. Round  it  fell  the  hair  in  a  straight  fringe 
covering  the  ears,  and  met  by  a  shght  growth  of 
black  beard." 

With  a  step  full  of  dignity  he  advanced  toward 
Cortds,  who  had  dismounted  to  meet  him.  As  they 
saluted,^*  Montezuma  tendered  a  bouquet  which  he 
had  brought  in  token  of  welcome,  while  the  Span- 
iard took  from  his  own  person  and  placed  round  the 
neck  of  the  emperor  a  showy  necklace  of  glass,  in 

^*  For  dress,  see  Native  Race$,  ii.  178  et  seq.  Cort^  giTea  sandals  only  to 
Montezoma,  but  it  appears  that  persons  of  royal  blood  were  allowed  to  retain 
them  before  the  emperor,  as  IxtUCcochitl  also  affirms.  HisL  Chich, ,  295 ;  Oviedo, 
iiL  600;  Parchas^  MU  PUgrimes,  iv.  1121. 

^  <  Cenzefio y  el  rostro  also  largo,  &  alegre. '  BemaJL  Diaz,  Hifft.  Verdad. , 

67.  'Motec9ama  qniere  dezir  nObre  safiudo  ^  graue.'  Oomara,  Hist,  Mex,, 
103;  Aeotta^  Hitt.  Ind,,  602-3.  It  is  from  tms,  probably,  that  so  many  de- 
scribe him  as  serious  in  expression.  A  number  of  portraits  have  been  siyen 
of  the  monarch,  differing  greatly  from  one  another.  The  best  known  1b  Frios- 
cott's,  taken  from  the  painting  for  a  long  time  owned  by  the  Condes  de  Mira- 
▼alle,  the  descendants  of  Montezuma;  but  this  lacks  the  Indian  type,  and 
partakes  too  much  of  the  ideaL  Clavigero^s,  Storia  Mesa,,  iii.  8,  appears 
more  like  him,  though  it  is  too  small  and  too  roughljr  sketched  to  convey  a 
clear  outline.  Far  better  is  the  half -size  representation  prefixed  to  Liiuxti, 
Co8tumeSf  which  indeed  corresponds  very  well  with  the  text  description.  The 
face  in  Armh^  AUe  Mex,,  104,  indicates  a  coarse  Aztec  warrior,  and  that  in 
Montanua,  Nleuwe  Weerdd,  244-^,  an  African  prince,  while  the  native  picture, 
as  given  in  Carbc^al  Eminoaa,  Hiat,  Mex,,  iL  6,  is  purely  conventionaL    The 


text  description,  faasea  chiefly  on  Bemal  Diaz,  is  not  inappropriate  to  the 
weak,  vacillating  character  of  the  monarch.  Chivigero  makes  him  nearly  64 
years  old,  and  Srasseur  de  Bourbourg  61 ;  but  40,  as  Bemal  Diaz  calls  him, 
appears  to  be  more  correct 

>•  'Ellos  7  ^1  fideron  asimismo  ceremonia  de  besar  la  tierra.'   CarUe^ 
Cartas,  85. 
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form  of  pearls,  diamonds,  and  iridescent  balls,  strung 
upon  gold  cords  and  scented  with  musk."  With  these 
baubles,  which  were  as  false  as  the  assurances  of 
friendship  accompanying  them,  the  great  monarch 
deigned  to  be  pleased,  for  if  every  piece  of  glass  had 
been  a  diamona  they  would  have  possessed  no  greater 
value  in  his  eyes.     As  a  further  expression  of  his 

food-will,  Cortes  oflfered  to  embrace  the  monarch, 
ut  was  restrained  by  the  two  princes,  who  regarded 
this  as  too  great  a  familiarity  with  so  sacred  a  person.^ 
The  highest  representative  of  western  power  and 
grandeur,  whose  fame  had  rung  in  the  ears  of  the- 
Spaniards  since  they  landed  at  v  era  Cruz,  thus  met 
the  daring  adventurer  who  with  his  military  skill  and 
artful  speech  had  arrogated  to  himself  the  position^ 
of  a  demi-god. 

After  an  interchange  of  friendly  assurances  the- 
emperor  returned  to  the  city,  leaving  Cuitlahuatzin  to- 
escort  the  general."  The  procession  of  nobles  now 
filed  by  to  tender  their  respects,  whereupon  the  march* 


17  'De  marflaritas  y  diftmant>fiii  de  Tidrio.*  Id,  'Que  ae  dizen  mazgagitaB.' 
Benud  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  65. 

'*  SoUa  assumes  that  Gortds  waa  repelled  when  he  soaght  to  nlace  the- 
necklace  on  Montezama.    The  latter  chides  the  jealous  princes,  and  permits 

him.  HUt,  Mex, ,  i.  370.    '  Pareceme  que  el  Gortte le  dana  lamano  derecha, 

y  el  Monte^ma  no  la quiso,  ^  se  la  di6  A  Gortte.'  BenuU  Diaz,  Hint.  Verdad,, 
65.  This  phrase,  which  applies  equally  to  offering  the  right  hand,  has  been, 
so  understood  by  those  who  notice  it;  but  as  this  would  be  confusing,  Vetan- 
curt,  for  instance,  assumes  improbably  that  M<irina  offers  her  right  hand  to 
Montezuma,  which  he  disregards,  giving  his  instead  to  Cort^  TtcOro  Mex,, 
pt.  iii.  129. 

>*  CarUs,  CartoB,  85.  Lctlilzochitl  has  it  that  Oaoama  was  left  with  him; 
and  Bemal  Diaz,  that  the  lord  of  Coyuhuacan  also  remained.  Acoording  t<>- 
Cort^s,  Montezuma  accompanied  him  all  the  way  to  the  quarters  in  the  city, 
keeping  a  few  steps  before.  Gomara  and  Herrera  follow  tiiis  version.  But 
Bemal  Diaz  states  explicitly  that  he  left  the  Spaniarda  to  follow,  aUowing 
the  people  an  opportunity  to  caze;  and  IztUlxochitl  assumes  that  he  goea 
in  order  to  be  ready  to  receive  him  at  the  quarters.  Hisl,  Ckich.,  295.  It  ia 
not  probable  that  Montezuma  would  expose  himself  to  the  inconvenience  of 
walking  so  far  back,  since  this  involved  troublesome  ceremonies,  as  we  have 
seen,  not  only  to  himself  but  to  the  procession,  and  interfered  witii  the  people- 
who  had  come  forth  to  gaze.  The  native  records  state  that  Montezuma  at 
once  surrendered  to  Cortes  the  throne  and  city.  'Y  se  fueron  amboa  jnn^ 
tos  d  la  par  para  las  casas  reales. '  Sahagun,  Hist.  Conq.,  23-4.  Leading  Cort4» 
into  the  Tozi  hermitage,  at  the  place  of  meeting,  he  made  the  nobles  bring 

5>resent8  and  tender  allegiance,  while  he  accepted  also  the  faith.  Dumn^  Hitt. 
i«f.,  MS.,  ii.  440-1.  *^  ^^ 
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was  resumed  to  the  sound  of  drums  and  wind  in- 
struments.    At  the  head  were  scouts  on  horseback, 
followed  by  the  cavalry,  under  Cortes,  who  had  by  his 
side  two  large  greyhounds;  then  came  the  infantry, 
with  the  artillery  and  baggage  in  the  centre;  and  last, 
the  allies.*^    The  streets,  which  had  been  deserted  by 
the  people  out  of  deference  to  the  emperor  and  to  the 
requirements  of  his  procession,  were  now  alive  with 
lookers-on,  particularly  in  the  entrances  to  the  alleys, 
in  the  windows,  and  on  the  roofs.^ 

At  the  plaza,  wherein  rose  the  great  pyramidal 
temple 'surrounded  on  all  sides  by  palatial  edifices, 
the  procession  turned  to  the  right,  and  Cortes  was  led 
up  the  steps  of  an  extensive  range  of  buildings,  known 
as  the  Axayacatl  palace,  which  faced  the  eastern  side 
of  the  temple  inclosure."  Here  Montezuma  appeared, 
and  through  a  court-yard  shaded  by  colored  awnings 

^  About  6000  in  alL  'Nosotros  aim  no  Uegauamoa  &  450  Boldados.'  BemaX 
DiaZj  Hiat,  Vrrdad, ,  65.    Prescott  places  the  number  at  about  350. 

^  According  to  Sahagnn  not  a  soul  was  to  be  seen,  either  upon  the  cause- 
vay  or  along  the  streete,  the  people  having  taken  this  manner  to  express  their 
iDdi^;nation  at  the  semi-forcible  entry  of  the  Spaniards.  Montezuma  came  to 
receive  them  purely  out  of  a  feeling  of  humanity.  Startled  at  this  solitude, 
Gort^  fears  dangers,  and  vows,  if  all  goes  well,  to  build  a  church.  This  was 
the  origin,  says  Bustamante,  of  the  Hospital  de  Jesus.  SahcLgun,  Hist  Conq, 
(ed.  Mex.  1840),  79-S4.  See  note  12,  this  chapter.  Bnuseur  de  Bourbourg 
accepts  this  view.  Hist.  Nat.  Civ,,  iv.  212-13.  Still  Sahagun  describes  the 
Interview  with  Cort^  as  most  cordial.  He  is  in  fact  contiadictory,  and  it  is 
evident  that  the  order  issued  to  the  people  to  keep  ihe  narrow  causeway 
clear,  and  the  etiquette  which  required  them  to  give  way  to  the  emperor, 
have  been  hastily  interpreted  by  the  chronicler  into  'deserted  streets '  aud 
'  popular  indignation.'  Had  the  citizens  objected  to  receive  the  strangers,  the 
bri<izes  could  nave  been  raised  against  them. 

^' Au  coin  de  la  rue  del  Indio  triate  et  de  celle  de  Tacuba,'  says  Humboldt, 
Vues,  i.  58,  prudently,  without  attempting  to  give  its  extent.    Bamirez  and 


Garbajal  do  so,  however,  and  in  allowing  it  about  the  same  length  as  the 
temple  inclosiure,  they  place  it  right  across  the  eastern  avenue  of  the  city, 
which  like  the  other  three  is  admitted  to  have  terminated  at  one  of  the  temple 


ates.  Carhajal  Espinosa,  Hist.  Mex.,  ii.  222;  Ramirrz,  notes  in  PrescotVa 
iiex.  (ed.  Mex.  1S45),  ii.  app.  103.  'Donde  hoy  las  Gasas  de  el  Marqu^  del 
VaUe,*  aajB  Lorenzana,  in  Cortis,  Hist.  N.  Esp.y  80,  a  statement  disputed  by 
later  writers.  Prescott  quotes  Humboldt,  but  evidently  does  not  understand 
}dm,  for  he  places  the  palace  'facing  the  western  sate,  which  is  not  only  ou 

the  wrong  aide,  but  across  the  western  avenue.  Mex. ,  i^.  79.     ' Adonde 

tunla  el  gran  Montezuma  bus  grandes  adoratorios  de  idoloe. . .  .nos  Ueuaron  & 
aposentar  &  aqaella  casa  por  causa,  que  como  nos  Uamaui  Teules,  6  por  tales 
nm  tenian,  que  estuuiessemos  entre  sus  idolos.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad., 
06.  The  idea  of  being  regarded  as  a  god  seems  to  have  pleased  the  old  soldier 
imioenaely. 
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and  cooled  by  a  playinff  fountain  he  conducted 
him  by  the  hand  into  a  large  hall.  An  attendant 
came  forward  with  a  basket  of  flowers,  wherein  lay 
"  two  necklaces  made  of  the  shell  of  a  species  of  red 
crawfish,"  so  they  said,  and  "much  esteemed  by  the 
natives,  from  each  of  which  hung  eight  crawfish  of 
gold,  wrought  with  great  perfection,  and  nearly  as 
large  as  the  span  of  a  hancL"^  These  the  emperor 
placed  round  the  neck  of  the  general,  and  presented 
at  the  same  time  wreaths  to  his  oflBcers.  Seating  him 
upon  a  gilt  and  bejewelled  dais,"  he  announced  that 
everything  there  was  at  his  disposal;  every  want 
would  be  attended  to.  Then  with  delicate  courtesy 
he  retired,  so  that  the  Spaniards  might  refresh  them- 
selves and  arrange  their  quarters. 

The  building  contained  several  courts,  surrounded  by 
apartments,  matted  and  furnished  with  low  tables  and 
icpalli  stools.  Everything  about  the  place  was  neat 
and  of  a  dazzling  whiteness,  relieved  by  green  branches 
and  festoons.  The  finer  rooms  were  provided  with 
cotton  tapestry,  and  adorned  with  figures  in  stucco 
and  color,  and  with  feather  and  other  ornaments  set 
with  gold  and  silver  fastenings.  Here  and  there  were 
vases  with  smouldering  incense  diffusing  sweet  per- 
fume. So  large  was  the  place  that  even  the  allies 
found  room.  The  halls  for  the  soldiers,  accommo- 
dating one  hundred  and  fifty  men  each,  were  provided 
with  superior  beds  of  mats,  with  cotton  cushions  and 
coverlets,  and  even  with  canopies.  Cortds  was  glad 
to  find  the  building  protected  by  strong  walls  and 
turrets,  and  after  arranging  the  men  according  to 
their  corps,  he  ordered  the  guns  to  be  planted  and 
the  sentinels  posted,  issuing  also  instructions  for  the 
considerate  treatment  of  the  natives,  and  for  inter- 

^  They  doubtless  formed  a  doable  necklace,  with  gold  setting  and  pen- 
dants. Cortes  writes  that  on  the  way  to  the  palace  Montezuma  halted  to  ]^ac6 
tiiem  round  his  neck.  Cartas^  85;  Oomaray  Hist.  Mex.,  100-1;  SaJiagun,  niai, 
Conq.,  23. 

'*  'A  throne  of  gold,'  is  Peter  Martyr's  briefer  yet  grander  term,  dec  v. 
cap.  iil. 
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course  generally.  Meanwhile  the  servants  had  spread 
a  dinner,  which  Bernal  Diaz  describes  as  sumptuous." 

In  the  afternoon  Montezuma  reappeared  with  a  large 
suite.  Seating  himself  beside  Cort^s,^  he  expressed 
his  delight  at  meeting  such  valiant  men,  whose  fame 
and  deeds  had  already  aroused  his  interest  during 
their  visits  in  the  two  preceding  years  at  Potonchau 
and  Chalchiuhcuecan.  If  he  had  sought  to  prevent 
their  entry  into  the  capital,  it  was  solely  because 
his  subjects  feared  them,  with  their  animals  and 
thunder;  for  rumors  had  described  them  as  voracious 
beings,  who  devoured  at  one  meal  what  sufficed  for 
ten  times  the  number  of  natives,  who  thirsted  for 
treasures  and  who  came  only  to  tyrannize.  He  now 
saw  that  they  were  mortals,  although  braver  and 
mightier  than  his  own  race,  that  the  animals  were 
large  deer,  and  that  the  caged  lightning  was  an  ex- 
aggeration. He  related  the  Quetasilcoatl  myth,*^  and 
expressed  his  belief  that  they  were  the  predicted  race, 
and  their  king  the  rightful  ruler  of  the  land.  "  Hence 
be  assured,"  said  he,  "that  we  shall  obey  you,  and 
hold  you  as  lord  lieutenant  of  the  great  king,  and  this 
without  fail  or  deceit.  You  may  command  in  all  my 
empire  as  you  please,  and  shall  be  obeyed.  All  that 
we  possess  is  at  your  disposal."" 

Cortes  expressed  himself  as  overwhelmed  with  these 
kind  offers  and  with  the  many  favors  already  received, 

**  ffist,  Verdad.,  66-6;  Herrera,  dec.  U.  lib.  vii.  cap.  v.;  SakaguUt  Hist, 
Cong.,  25-6. 

^  Bernal  Diaz  states  that  the  emperor  always  addressed  him  as  Malinche, 
ftnd,  indeed,  it  was  common  among  Mexicans  to*  address  persons  by  a  name 

S'vea  them  in  later  life  in  connection  with  some  peculiarity,  deed,  or  incident, 
ence  Cort^,  as  master  of  the  prominent  female  interpreter,  received  a  name 
implying  that  relationship. 

"For  which  see  NcUive  Races, 

*"  CorUs,  Cartas,  86.  This  is  in  substance  the  speech  of  Montezuma,  as  given 
by  native  as  well  as  Spanish  records;  yet  it  appears  improbable  that  the 
emperor  should  have  been  so  ready,  at  the  first  interview,  and  in  presence  of 
his  courtiera,  to  humble  himself  so  completely  before  a  few  strangers  whom 
he  regarded  as  mortals.  See  note  19.  'Myself,  my  wife  and  children,  my 
house,  and  all  that  I  possess,  are  at  your  disposal,'  says  the  Spaniard,  even  in 
our  day,  to  the  guest  whom  he  wishes  to  impress  with  his  hospitality.  Per- 
haps Montegnma  was  equally  profuse  with  noUow  words,  which  have  been 
recorded  as  veritable  offers. 

Hsn.  Max.,  Vol.  I.    19 
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'  and  haatened  to  assure  the  emperor  that  they  wei 

\  misplaced.     He  and  his  men  came  indeed  froE 

direction  of  the  rising  sun,  and  their  king,  the  n 

'  iest  in  the  world,  and  the  ruler  of  many  great  pr 

I  was  the  one  he  supposed.     Hearing  of  the  grai 

of  the  Mexican  monarch,  their  master  had  sen 

former  captains,  brethren  of  theirs,  to  examim 

j  route,  and  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  present 

I  mission.     He  had  come  to  offer  him  the  friendsl 

their  great  king,  who  wished  in  no  wise  to  int^ 

with  his  authority,  but  rather  that  his  envoys  s 

serve  him  and  teach  the  true  faith. 

i  The  reference  to  Montezuma's  grandeur  le^ 

I  emperor  evidently  to  suppose  that  the  rumora 

corning  him  current  in  the  outlying  provinces  i 

\  have  reached  the  ears  of  the  Spaniish  king,  f 

J  now  alluded  to  the  tales  which  raised  liim  t^  a  c 

being  inhabiting  palaces  of  gold,  silver,  and  pr* 

1  stones.   "You  see,"  he  added  with  a  sad  smile,  wl 

seemed  to  linger  regrets  ari^^ing  from  his  depi 

glory,  "  that  my  houses  are  merely  of  stone  and  < 

and  behold  my  body,"  he  said,  turning  aside  his 

ment,  "it  is  but  of  flesh  and  bone,  like  yours  and  o 

You  see  how  they  have  deceived  you.    True,  I  p 

some  gold  trinkets  left  me  by  my  forefathers ;  h 

that  I  have  is  yours  whenever  you  may  desire 

Cortes'  eyes  sparkled  with  satisfaction  as  h 

pressed  his  thanks.     He  had  Iieard  of  Montez 

wealth  and  power,  and  had  not  been  deceived  i 

expectation,  for  a  more  magnificent  prince  he  lui 

met  with  during  his  entire  journey.    Such  fine 

must  be  rewarded.     At  a  sign  the  attendants 

forward  with  a  rich  collection  of  gold,  silvei 

feather  ornaments,  and  five  thousand  to  six  tho 

pieces  of  cloth,  most  fine  in  texture  and  embroit 

*•  OorUs,  Carteu,  80-7.  Benml  Diaz  introdocea  thta  pamgmph  du 
next  interview. 

^  Id.  'A  cada  vno  de  nuestros  Capitane^  diu  coeitas  de  oro,  y  tn 
de  mantas  de  labores  ricas  de  plomas,  y  eiitre  todoa  los  soldi^loa  tam 
di6AcadavnoAdoscaiga8demanta8.*i^<r>iaii>ta«j//ij|»r«rtl^  i 
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Being  asked  what  relationship  the  men  bore  to 
one  another,  Cortes  said  that  all  were  brothers, 
friends,  and  companions,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
servants.^ 

Montezuma  afterward  elicited  from  the  interpreters 
who  the  officers  and  gentlemen  were,  and  in  conferring 
favors  he  sent  them  more  valuable  presents  through 
the  mayordomo,  while  the  rest  obtained  inferior  gifts 
by  the  hand  of  servants.^  At  his  departure  from  the 
Spanish  quarter  the  soldiers  with  redoubled  alacrity 
fell  into  line  to  salute  a  prince  who  had  impressed 
them  both  with  his  gentle  breeding  and  his  gener- 
osity, and  the  artillery  thundered  forth  a  salvo,  partly 
to  demonstrate  that  the  caged  lightning  was  a  fearful 
reality.® 

The  following  forenoon  Cortes  sent  to  announce 
that  he  would  make  a  return  visit,  and  several  officers 
came  to  escort  him.  Arrayed  in  his  finest  attire,  with 
Alvarado,  Velazquez  de  Leon,  Ordaz,  Sandoval,  and 
five  soldiers,  he  proceeded  to  the  residence  of  Monte- 
zuma, in  the  new  palace  as  it  has  been  called,  situated 
in  the  south-east  corner  of  the  great  temple  plaza.  ^ 
If  they  had  admired  the  palace  forming  their  own 

Hist.  Mex.,  101-2;  Peter  Marty^,  dec.  v.  cap.  iii.;  Dvran,  Hist,  Ind.,  MS., 
n.  441-2;  UerrercLj  dec.  ii.  lib.  yii.  cap.  vi.;  Torqu^madaf  i.  452-3;  IxtlilxochiU, 
Hist,  ChicK,  296 ;  PercUta,  Not,  Hist,,  107-8.  Acoeta  implies  that  Ck>rt^8  now 
reconciled  the  Tlascaltecs  with  the  Ajetecs.  Hist.  Ind,,  521. 

'^  *  Eramos  hermanos  en  el  amor,  y  amistad,  d  peraonas  mni  principales/  is 
the  way  Bemal  Diaz  expresses  it.  Hist.  Verdad.,  ($6. 

'*  Qama^fJLy  Hist.  Mex.,  102-3.  '  Los  ha^ia  pro  veer  luego,  assi  de  mugeres  de 
•ervi^io,  como  de  cama,  d  les  daba  d  cada  uuo  una  joya  que  peasaba  hasta  diez 
pessos  de  oro.'  Oviedo,  iii.  500-1. 

"  Vetancvrt,  TecUro  Mex. ,  pt.  iii  1 29.  Sahagun,  followed  by  Acosta,  Brasseur 
de  Bourbourg,  and  others,  states  that  the  artillery  was  discharged  at  night  to 
starUe  the  natives.  Hist.  Cong.  (ed.  1840),  85. 

"  It  is  so  depicted  in  the  old  Nuremberg  view  of  the  city,  already  referred 

to.    Ramirez,  Carbajal  Espinosa,  and  Alaman  give  the  extent,  and  the  latter 

enters  into  quit^  a  lengthy  account  of  its  situation  with  respect  to  present 

and  former  outlines  of  the  quarter.  Disert.,  ii,  202,  etc.;  Carbajal  Espinosa, 

Hist,  Mex„  ii.  221-2;  Ramirez,  notes  in  PrescoU's  Mex.  (ed.  Mex.  1845),  ii. 

app.  103.     Humboldt  places  it  opposite  the  southern  half  of  the  western 

temple  side,  Essas  Pel,,  i.  190,  but  that  site  is  assigned  by  all  the  above 

historians  to  the  old  palace  of  Montezuma,  so  called — not  the  Axayacatl 

where  Cort^  was  quartered.    The  mistake  is  probably  oMring  to  his  igno- 

nnoe  of  the  fact  that  the  residence  of  the  Oort^  family  stood  first  on  the 

ate  of  the  new  palace  of  Montezuma,  whence  it  was  moved  to  that  of  the  old 

palace  when  the  government  bought  the  former. 
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quarter,  how  much  more  charmed  were  they  with 
this,  ''which  has  not  its  equal  in  Spain/'  exclaims 
Cortes. 

The  exterior  presented  an  irregular  pile  of  low 
buildings  of  tetzorUli,  raised  upon  high  foundations, 
and  communicating  with  the  square  by  twenty  doors, 
over  which  were  sculptured  the  coat  of  arms  of  the 
kings  of  Mexico.  The  buildings  were  so  arranged  as 
to  inclose  three  public  squares,  and  contained  an  im- 
mense number  oi  rooms  and  halls,  one  of  them  large 
enough  to  hold  three  thousand  men,  it  is  said.  Several 
suites  were  reserved  for  royal  visitors,  envoys,  and 
courtiers,  while  others  were  assigned  for  the  emperor's 
private  use,  for  his  harem  and  his  attendants.  Large 
monoliths  adorned  the  halls  or  supported  marble 
balconies  and  porticos,  and  pohshed  slaDS  of  diflferent 
kinds  of  stone  filled  the  intervening  spaces  or  formed 
the  floors.  Everywhere,  on  projections  and  supports, 
in  niches  and  corners,  were  evidences  of  the  artist's 
skill  in  carvings  and  sculptures,  incised  and  in  relief 

After  being  conducted  through  a  number  of  courts, 
passages,  and  rooms,  partly  for  eflTect,  the  Spaniards 
were  ushered  into  the  audience-chamber,  and  removed 
their  hats  as  Montezuma  advanced  to  receive  them. 
Leading  Cortes  to  the  throne,  he  seated  him  at  his 
right  hand,  the  rest  being  ofiered  seats  by  the  attend- 
ants. Around  stood  with  downcast  eyes  a  nimiber 
of  courtiers,  who  in  accordance  with  etiquette  had 
covered  their  rich  attire  with  a  coarse  mantle  and 
left  their  sandals  outside  the  room.^  The  conversa- 
tion fell  chiefly  on  religious  topics,  the  favorite  theme 
with  Cortes,  who  aside  from  his  bigotry  was  not 
averse  to  use  the  faith  as  a  means  to  obtain  a  secure 
hold  on  the  people.  In  any  case  it  afforded  a  shield 
for  other  objects.  He  explained  at  length  the  mys- 
teries of  Cluristianity,  and  contrasted  its  gentle  and 

'^The  Spaniards  were  also  'costretti  a  scalzani,  ed  a  ooprirsi  gli  abiti 
afarzosi  con  vesti  groesolane/  says  Clayigero,  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  83,  but  that  is 

unlikely. 
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5volent  purposes  with  those  of  the  idols,  which 
e  but  demons  intent  on  the  destruction  of  their 
tries,  and  trembling  at  the  approach  of  the  cross, 
are  of  the  inefficiency  of  himself  and  his  interpreters 
preachers,  indicated  indeed  by  the  passive  face  of 
proposed  convert,  Cortes  concluded  by  intimating 
;  his  king  would  soon  send  holy  men,  superior  to 
nselves,  to  explain  the  truths  which  he  had  sought 
oint  out.  Meanwhile  he  begged  the  emperor  to 
;ider  them,  and  to  abandon  idols,  sacrifices,  and 
T  evils.  "We  have  given  him  the  first  lesson,  at 
rate/'  said  Cortes,  turning  to  his  companions.* 
he  ruler  of  a  superstitious  people,  himself  a  high- 
st  and  leaded*  of  their  bloody  fancies,  was  not 
►e  touched  by  this  appeal  of  Uort^s.  The  preju- 
3  of  a  lifetime  could  not  be  so  easily  disturbed, 
had  well  considered  the  words,  he  replied,  trans- 
ed  already  from  the  sea-shore  by  his  envoys,  and 
found  many  of  the  points  identical  with  those 
by  his  people;  but  he  preferred  not  to  dwell  on 
subject  at  present.  The  god  depicted  wa^  doubt- 
good;  so  were  their  own,  for  to  them  they  and 
r  forefathers  owed  health  and  prosperity.  Suffice 
tat  he  believed  his  guests  to  be  the  men  predicted 
)me.  ''As  for  your  great  king,"  he  added,  "I  hold 
elf  as  his  Ueutenant,  and  will  give  him  of  what  I 
ess."  As  a  tangible  proof  thereof,  he  again  before 
dssing  them  distributed  presents,  consisting  of 
ity  packs  of  fine  robes  and  some  gold- ware  worth 
'  one  thousand  pesos." 

Con  esto  cnmplimos,  por  ser  el  primer  toque.'  Bemal  DictZy  Hist, 

d.y  67. 

'A  noflotroe  los  soldadoe  noe  di6  d  cada  vno  doe  coUares  de  oro,  que  val- 
ida  ooUar  diez  pesos,  ^  dos  cargas  de  mantas. '  The  rest  went  to  their 
■.  Id, 
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CHAPTER  XVIL 

CAPTURE  OF  THE  EMPEROR. 

NOTXMBEB,  1519. 

CoKTis  Insfectb  thb  Gnr— Vibitb  the  Temple  with  Montezitica— Du- 
oovEBT  otBttbibd  Tkeasuee— Pbstekded  Evidences  of  Tbsachsbt— 
Cjovris  Plans  a  Dabk  Deed — Pbepabations  vob  the  Seizubs  aw 
Montezuma— With  a  Few  Men  Gobt^  Enters  the  Audience-Oham- 

BEB    OF    THE   KiNO — PeBSUASIVE    BiSOOXTBSE — WiTH    GeMTLB    FoBCB 

MoirrEziTMA  is  Induced  to  Enteb  the  Lion's  Den. 

Cortes  failed  not  to  make  diligent  inquiries  and 
examinations  into  the  approaches,  strength,  and  to- 
pography of  the  city,  but  he  longed  for  a  view  from 
one  of  the  great  temples  which,  rising  high  above  ail 
other  edifices,  would  enable  him  to  verify  his  ob- 
servations. He  also  desired  to  obtain  a  closer  insight 
into  the  resources  of  the  place.  With  these  objects 
he  sent  to  Montezuma  for  permission  to  make  a  tour 
through  the  town  to  the  Tlatelulco  market  and  tem- 
ple.* This  was  granted;  and  attended  by  the  cavalry 
and  most  of  the  soldiers,  all  fully  armed,  Cort^  set 
out  for  that  suburb,  guided  by  a  number  of  caciques. 
It  was  here  that  the  largest  market-place  in  the  city 
was  situated.* 

>  They  had  now  been  four  days  in  Mexico,  without  goins  farther  than  the 
palace,  a&js  Bemal  Diaz.  A  page  named  OrteguiUa,  who  had  already  acquired 
a  smattering  of  Aztec,  was  sent  with  the  interpreters  to  ask  this  favor.  JSisL 
Verdad.,  69. 

*  Soldiers  who  had  been  in  Home  and  Constantinople  declared  that  never 
had  they  seen  so  large  and  orderly  a  market,  ^dth  so  large  an  attendance. 
Bemal  Diaz  indicates  the  site  of  the  plaza  to  have  been  where  the  church  ot 
Santiago  de  Tlatelnlco  was  erected,  and  this  still  remains  under  the  same 
name,  over  a  mile  north-west-by-north  of  the  central  plaza  of  Mexico.  HisL 
Verdad.j  70-1.  The  old  maps  of  Mexico  already  spoken  of  give  the  same 
site,  and  Alaman's  investigations  point  out  correctly  the  street  which  led  and 
leads  to  it,  although  he  has  failed  to  notice  the  above  authorities,  whidi  give 
the  very  site.  IHaeH,^  iL  282-^. 
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From  this  centre  of  trade  the  Spaniards  proceeded 
to  the  lofty  temple,  which  occupied  one  end  of  the 
Tlatelulco  market-place/  and  whither  Montezuma  had 
already  gone  to  prepare  for  their  reception,  and  to 
propitiate  the  idols  for  the  intrusion  by  prayers  and 
«acrifices.  He  hoped,  no  doubt,  that  ms  presence 
would  prove  a  check  upon  the  impulsive  hwids  and 
tongues  of  the  guests.  jDismounting  at  the  gate,  the 
riders  advanced  with  most  of  the  soldiers  through  the 
temple  court,  and  climbed  the  one  hundred  ana  more 
steps  which  led  to  the  summit.  Some  priests  and 
chiefs  had  been  sent  by  Montezuma  to  assist  Cortes 
to  ascend,  but  he  preferred  to  trust  to  himself.  This 
pyramid,  unlike  that  in  Mexico  proper,  appears  to 
have  had  but  one  continuous  stair- way  leading  up  the 
western  slope.*  The  first  sight  which  met  the  Span- 
iards on  reaching  the  summit  was  the  sacrificial  cage 
for  holding  victims,  and  a  large  snake -skin  drum, 
whose  sombre  tones  gave  appropriate  effect  to  the 
horrible  rites  enacted  around  it. 

Montezuma  came  out  of  one  of  the  chapels  to 
welcome  them,  expressing  a  fear  that  they  must  have 
been  fatigued  by  the  ascent,  but  Cortds  hastened  to 
assure  him  that  Spaniards  never  tired.  Calling  their 
attention  to  the  view  here  afforded  of  the  city  and  its 
surroundings,  he  stood  silent  for  a  while  to  let  the 
beauteous  vision  work  its  own  enchantment.  Around 
on  every  side  spread  the  lake  and  its  connecting  waters, 
bordered  with  prairies  and  fields.  Forests  and  towns 
intermingled  on  the  green  carpet,  and  extended  far 
away  till  they  disappeared  in  the  shadows  of  the 
hills.     The  soldiers  recognized  the  settlements  and 

*  It  has  been  ffenerally  accepted  that  the  temple  in  the  centre  of  the  city 
Was  visited,  but  Semal  IHaz,  who  is  the  only  narrator  of  this  excorsion,  stat^ 
diirtinctly,  in  seyeral  places,  that  the  pyramid  ascended  was  situated  in  the 
Tlatelulco  market-place,  *adonde  esta  aora  sefior  Santiago,  que  se  dize  el 
Taltelulco.'  HUt.  Vfrdad.,  70-1.  The  description  of  the  temple  court  and 
interior  is  somewhat  confused,  and  evidently  combines  points  which  belong 
to  the  central  temple. 

*  Hence  the  contradictions  between  descriptions  and  views  furnished  by 
different  chroniclers,  which  have  so  greatly  puzzled  modem  writers. 
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towns  which  they  had  passed,  and  saw  the  cause- 
ways which  on  three  sides  connected  with  the  main- 
land. Beneath  them  lay  a  vast  expanse  of  terraced 
roofs,  intersected  by  streets  and  canals  teeming  with 
passengers  and  canoes.  Here  and  there  rose  palatial 
edifices  and  towering  temples,  interspersed  with  open 
squares,  and  with  gardens  shaded  by  trees  and  relieved 
by  the  silvery  jets  of  the  fountain.  At  their  feet  lay 
the  market  through  which  they  had  just  passed,  alive 
with  busy  Lilliputians,  whose  talk  and  cries  reached 
their  ears  in  a  confused  murmur.  Cortes  could  not 
fail  to  be  impressed  by  scenes  so  varied  and  so  at- 
tractive, but  the  aesthetic  aspect  was  in  him  speedily 
overshadowed  by  the  practical  sense  of  the  military 
leader.  Then  rose  on  high  his  soul  as  he  thought  to- 
secure  for  Spain  so  rich  an  inheritance  as  the  great 
city  with  its  vast  population,  and  turning  to  Father 
Olmedo  he  suggested  that  the  site  ought  to  be  ob- 
tained for  a  church;  but  the  prudent  friar  remon- 
strated that  the  emperor  appeared  to  be  in  no  mood 
to  listen  to  such  a  proposal. 

Cortes  accordingly  contented  himself  with  asking  to 
see  the  idols,  and  after  consulting  the  priests  Monte- 
zuma led  them  past  the  piscina  with  the  vestal  fire 
into  the  chapel.  Withdrawing  a  tasselled  curtain  he 
displayed  the  images,  glittering  with  ornaments  of 
gold  and  precious  stones,  which  at  first  drew  the  at- 
tention of  the  beholders  from  the  hideous  form  and 
features.  Before  them  stood  the  stone  of  sacrifice^ 
still  reeking  with  gore,  and  around  lay  the  instru- 
ments for  securing  the  human  victim  and  for  tearing 
open  the  breast.  On  one  altar  could  be  seen  three 
hearts,  and  on  the  other  five,  offered  to  the  idols, 
and  even  now  warm  and  palpitating  with  life.  The 
interior  walls  were  so  smeared  with  human  blood  as 
to  obscure  their  original  color,  and  to  emit  a  fetid 
odor  which  made  the  Spaniards  glad  to  reach  the 
open  air  again. 

Forgetting  his  prudence,  Cortds  expressed  his  won- 
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der  to  Montezuma  that  so  great  and  wise  a  prince 
should  worship  abominable  demons  like  these.  "Let 
me  but  plant  a  cross  on  this  summit,"  he  said,  "and 
within  the  chapel  place  an  image  of  the  virgin,  and 
you  shall  behold  the  fear  of  the  idols."  The  eyes  of 
the  priests  were  at  this  aflame  with  anger,  and  the 
emperor  could  hardly  suppress  his  indignation  as  he 
replied,  "Malinche,  had  I  suspected  that  such  insults 
were  to  be  oflfered,  I  would  not  have  shown  you  my 
gods.  They  are  good;  they  give  us  health,  suste- 
nance, victory,  and  whatever  we  require.  We  adore 
them,  and  to  them  make  our  sacrifices.  I  entreat  you 
say  not  another  word  against  them."  Observing  the 
effect  his  remarks  had  produced,  Cortes  thought  it 
best  to  restrain  himself,  and  to  express  regrets  at 
his  hastiness.  Then  with  a  forced  smile  he  said 
that  it  was  time  to  depart.  Montezuma  bade  them 
farewell.  As  for  himself,  he  must  remain  to  appease 
the  ido^s  for  the  insult  offered.* 

Not  at  all  abashed  by  his  rebuff  at  the  temple, 
Cortes  asked  Montezuma  to  let  him  erect  a  church 
in  his  own  quarters.  Glad  probably  at  finding  the 
Spanish  pretensions  in  this  respect  so  modified,  he  not 
only  assented,  but  gave  artisans  to  aid  in  the  work. 
This  was  concluded  within  three  days,  and  services 
henceforth  held  therein,  at  which  the  Indians  were 
always  welcomed.  A  cross  was  also  erected  before 
the  entrance,  so  that  the  natives  might  be  impressed 
by  the  devotion  of  their  visitors. 

This  effort  in  behalf  of  the  faith  was  not  to  go  un- 
reqmted.  While  looking  for  the  best  site  for  the  altar, 
says  Bemal  Diaz,  Yanez,  the  carpenter,  discovered 
signs  of  a  door- way  recently  closed  and  plastered  oyer. 
Cortes  was  told  ot  this,  and  ever  on  the  guard  against 
plots,  he  ordered  the  wall  to  be  opened.  Aladdin  on 
entering  the  cave  could  not  have  been  more  surprised 

^ Bemal  Diaz,  Hkt,  Verdad,,  70-1.  Sigttenza  y  G^ngora,  the  well-known 
Mexican  scholar  of  the  seventeenth  century,  follows  Bemal  Diaz.  Anota^UmeB 
CrU.,  MS.,  1-2. 
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than  the  Spaniards  were  on  stepping  into  the  chamber 
there  revealed.  The  interior  fairly  blazed  with  treas- 
ures ;  bars  of  gold  were  there,  nuggets  large  and  small, 
figures,  implements,  and  jewelry  of  the  same  metal; 
and  then  the  silver,  the  rare  bejewelled  and  em- 
broidered fabrics,  the  prized  chalchiuite  and  other 
precious  stones  I  Cortes  allowed  the  favored  beholders 
to  revel  in  the  ecstasy  created  by  the  sight,  but  to 
their  ffreed  he  set  a  check.  He  had  reasons  for  not 
disturbing  the  treasures  at  this  time,  and  gave  orders 
to  restore  the  wall,  so  that  no  suspicions  might  be 
aroused  that  the  deposit  had  been  discovered.* 

One  reason  with  Cortds  for  not  touching  the  treas- 
ures was  to  hold  out  an  alluring  bait  to  those  who, 
more  prone  to  listen  to  the  warnings  of  timid  allies 
than  to  the  ambitious  promptings  of  their  leader,  were 
ever  ready  to  take  alarm  and  urge  withdrawal  from  a 
position  which  they  regarded  as  dangerous.  Unbend- 
ing in  his  resolution,  the  general  had  nevertheless 
grasped  all  the  perils  of  their  position.  Hitherto 
no  firm  ground  existed  for  alarm.  They  had  been 
a  week  in  the  capital,  and  were  still  receiving  from 
all  hands  the  kindest  treatment  and  the  most  gener- 
ous hospitality.  Cortes  was  aware,  however,  that 
this  depended  on  the  favor  of  the  emperor,  whose 
power  over  the  submissive  people  resembled  that  of  a 

*  'No  dexarian  de  qaedar  aprobechados . . .  .y  satisfacer  a  su  necesidad,' 
BAyn  Vetancurt,  who  knew  the  avarice  of  his  countrymen  too  well  to  beUcve 
in  denials.  TecUro,  pt.  iii.  131.  Bemal  Diaz  says  that  Yafiez,  as  the  servant 
of  Velasquez  de  Leon  and  Lugo,  revealed  the  discovery  to  them,  and  they  told 
Cortes.  The  soldiers  all  heard  of  it,  and  came  quietly  to  gaze  on  the  treas- 
ures, which  rumor  had  already  located  somewhere  in  the  palace.  *  Being  then 
a  young  man,'  says  the  old  soldier,  'and  having  never  seen  such  wealth,  I  felt 
sure  that  there  was  not  anything  like  it  in  the  world.*  Hist.  Verdad.,  72; 
Iferrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  viii.  cap.  ii.  Tapia  and  Gomara  state  that  Cort^  dis- 
covered the  door-way  as  he  waa  walking  in  his  room  one  evening,  pondering 

on  his  plans  for  seizing  Montezuma.     'Cerro  la  puerta por  no  escanda- 

lizar  a  Motecpuma,  no  se  estoruasse  por  esso  su  pnsiO.*  Gomara,  I/ist.  Mex., 
123;  Tapiay  Rd.^  in  IcasbaXceta,  Col,  Doc,,  ii.  579.  Duran  intimates  that  on 
hearing  of  the  existence  of  treasures  in  the  palace,  the  Spaniards,  including 
the  *  Santo  Cl^rigo,'  occupied  themselves  more  in  searching  for  them  than  in 
promoting  the  faith.  They  did  not  find  them,  however,  till  Montezuma  re- 
vealed the  hiding-place,  under  the  pressure  of  questions  and,  it  seems,  of 
hunger.  Uitl,  Ind.,  MS.,  ii.  445-6. 
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,  and  whose  person  appeared  to  them  as  sacred  as 
will  was  absolute.  He  had  also  learned  that  this 
Larch  was  a  man  affrighted  by  his  superstitions, 

often  influenced  by  trifling  circumstances;  ready 
trike  where  he  had  fawned  the  moment  before, 

little  bound  by  words  or  pledges,  particularly 
n  they  involved  his  own  sovereignty.     One  mis- 

by  the  Spanish  leader  or  any  of  his  men,  ill- 
ived  and  importunate  as  they  were,  according  to 
>wn  statement,  might  precipitate  the  change,  xhe 
ence  of  the  hated  Tlascaltecs  was  itself  a  burden, 

the  drain  for  supporting  the  self-invited  guests 
Id  soon  be  felt.  The  religious  topic  had  already 
ted  a  momentary  irritation,  which  might  rankle 

grow  under  the  promptings  of  the  priests,  who 
t  naturally  object  to  rival  interference, 
mperor   and   subjects  were  evidently  restrained 

by  the  military  prestige  of  the  Spaniards,  and  to 
3  extent  by  the  belief  in  their  divine  mission;  but 
'  were  also  aware  that,  whatever  might  be  the 
iress  of  the  visitors  and  the  power  of  their  weapons 

steeds,  they  were  mortals,  for  this  had  been 
ed  quite  lately  by  the  unfortunate  defeat  of 
ilante,  and  in  the  Nautla  campaign.  The  soldiers 
lontezuma  had  but  to  raise  the  bridges  of  the 
eways  and  cut  off  retreat,  then  stop  supplies  and 
ce  them  by  starvation.  True,  there  was  the  fate 
!holula  before  the  Mexicans;  but  they  had  gained 
srience,  and  could  mass  vastly  more  warriors  and 
5,  while  the  Spaniards  would  have  no  allies  in 
rve  to  operate  in  the  rear.  Besides,  what  mattered 
destruction  of  a  part,  or  even  of  the  entire  city, 
a  thereupon  depended  the  safety  of  the  throne, 
aced  by  a  horde  of  cruel,  avaricious  monsters  I 
artds  had  considered  all  these  points,  and  knew 
expediency  of  resolute  action.  He  had  undertaken 
snterprise  wherein  one  bold  move  must  be  sup- 
Bd  by  another,  and  to  these  all  means  had  to  be 
rdinate.    He  had  not  come  all  this  way  to  place 
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himself  within  the  power  of  a  suspicious  and  vacil- 
lating despot,  nor  to  waste  his  time  in  waiting  for  what 
events  might  bring  forth,  while  his  enemies,  headed 
by  Velazquez,  were  arranging  for  his  overthrow.  He 
had  formed  his  plans  long  beforehand,  as  indicated  in 
his  first  letter  to  the  king,  wherein  he  promised  to 
have  the  great  Montezuma  "  a  prisoner,  a  corpse,  or 
a  subject  to  the  royal  crown  of  your  Majesty."^  Con- 
quest, followed  by  settlement  and  conversion,  was  his 
aim.  It  would  not  pay  him  to  play  for  a  smaller 
stake. 

Just  now  rumors  began  to  circulate  tending  to 
stir  anew  the  fears  which  Montezuma's  friendly  and 
hospitable  demeanor  had  soothed.  One  was  that  the 
nobles  had  actually  prevailed  on  the  emperor  to 
break  the  bridges,  to  arm  the  whole  city,  and  to 
fall  on  the  Spaniards  with  all  available  strength.* 
Soldiers  were  readily  found  who  fancied  that  the 
mayordomo  was  less  obsequious  than  formerly,  and 
that  he  gave  scantier  supplies.  It  was  also  under- 
stood from  Tlascaltecs  that  the  populace  appeared  less 
friendly  during  the  last  day  or  two.  These  reports 
may  have  sprung  wholly  from  timid  minds  still  agi- 
tated by  the  warnings  uttered  by  Tlascaltecs  before 
the  departure  from  Cholula,  or  they  may  have  been 

^  He  refers  to  this  promiae  in  the  second  letter  to  the  king,  saying,  'porqne 
certifiqii^  d.  V.  A.  que  lo  habria  preso  6  muerto  6  siibdito.'  VorUs^  Cartas,  52. 

'  'En  la  verdad  era  asi  6  lo  tinien  acordado,* affirms  Tapia,  Hd.,  in  Iccabal- 
ceUiy  Col,  Doc,,  ii.  579.  'Estas  nueuas,  falsas,  o  verdaderas/  is  the  non-oom- 
mitting  phrase  of  Gomara.  Hist.  Mex,,l2S,  Ixtlilxochitl  takes  firmer  ground. 
'According  to  an  owginal  letter  in  my  possession,  signed  by  the  three  heads 
of  New  Spain,  and  written  to  his  Majesty  the  emperor,  our  master,  they  excul- 
pate Motecuhzoma  and  the  Mexicans  of  this  and  other  charges,  declaring  them 
mventions  of  the  Tlascaltecs  and  of  some  Spaniards  who  feared  that  they 
would  never  see  the  hour  when  they  might  leave  the  city  and  place  in  securi^ 
the  riches  they  had  obtained.*  Hisi,  Chich.,  296.  Clavigero  adopto  the  yiew 
that  Cort^  called  for  such  testimony  from  oertiun  chiefs  among  his  allies, 
whose  dislike  of  the  Mexicans  would  be  sure  to  prompt  it.  'Per  ffinsldficar 
vieppiti  il  suo  attentate,  e  muovere  i  suoi  Sp^;nuoli  ad  eseguirlo,  lece  chia- 
mar  parecchie  persone  principali  de'  suoi  alleatt  (la  cui  informazione  dovrebbe 
sempre  essergli  sospettosa). '  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  90-1.  Vetancurt  has  a  story 
that,  a  drought  prevailing  at  the  time,  the  Spaniards  induced  the  heavens  by 
means  of  masses  and  prayers  to  send  rain.  This  made  the  prieste  and  idou 
jealous,  and  the  emperor  was  prevailed  on  to  rid  himself  of  the  Spaniards. 
The  Tlascaltecs  learned  of  the  plot  and  reported  it.   TeaJtro,  pt.  iii.  I3a 
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oted  by  Cortes  himself  in  fiirtherance  of  his 
;.  He  at  any  rate  seized  the  pretence  to  hold  a 
2t1,  composed  of  Alvarado,  Leon,  Ordaz,  and 
oval,  together  with  twelve  soldiers  whose  advice 
ost  valued,  "including  myself,"  says  Bemal  Diaz, 
jhief  reason  was  to  persuade  them  of  the  neces- 
br  the  measure  he  had  resolved  on,  and  to  win 

hearty  cooperation.  Laying  before  them  the 
nt  rumors  which  confirmed  the  warnings  for- 
r  received,  and  representing  the  unreliable  and 
cious  character  of  Montezuma,  his  great  power, 
he  peculiar  position  and  strength  of  the  city,  he 
uded  by  proposing  the  daring  venture  of  seizing 
mperor  and  holding  him  a  hostage.* 
jre  was  folly  run  mad  I  Four  hundred  men,  after 
irating  formidable  barriers  and  gaining  the  very 
.  of  a  great  empire,  whose  vast  armies  could 
56  a  thousand  warriors  to  every  Spaniard  there, 
r  propose  to  take  captive  the  worshipped  monarch 
is  vast  realm,  and  then  to  defy  its  millions  of 
cts!  The  wildest  tales  of  mediseval  knights 
y  equal  this  project.  Reckless  as  was  the  con- 
)n,  it  was  the  fruit  of  yet  greater  audacity. 
ia  reared  his  structure  of  folly  insensate  upon 
latform  of  still  greater  insensate  folly.  If  it  was 
that  he  had  practically  placed  himself  in  the 
on  of  a  captive,  then  he  would  cut  the  knot  by 
ling  the  captor.  And  yet,  foolhardy  as  might 
u  the  scheme  when  coolly  viewed  from  the  isle 
iba,  situated  as  the  Spaniards  were,  it  was  doubt- 
he  best  they  could  do;  it  was  doubtless  all  they 

do.     The  eflSciency  of  hostages  had  been  fre- 

Qording  to  Bemal  Diaz  the  members  of  this  council  suggested  not  only 
mre  but  the  reasons  for  it.  Cort^«  responded  that  he  had  not  been 
L8  of  the  danger,  but  saw  not  how  the  seizure  could  be  effected.  The 
B  proposed  to  beguile  the  prince  to  their  quarter  and  detain  him.  IT 
lesitated  they  were  willing  to  undertake  tne  task.  The  old  soldier  is 
ly  misled,  as  he  was  in  the  scuttling  affair,  to  assume  too  much  credit 
lelf  and  his  fellow-soldiers.  CoTt6B  had  no  doubt  adopted  his  common 
BO  frequently  admitted  by  Bemal  Diaz  himself,  of  inspiring  his  comrades 
Bst  wlutt  he  had  resolved  on.  This  is  proved  by  the  nromise  made  to 
leror  in  his  first  letter,  four  months  before,  to  capture  Montezuma. 
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quently  tried  by  the  conquerors  in  the  Antilles,  and 
the  opportune  seizure  of  the  Cempoalan  lord  had  not 
been  forgotten;  but  this  had  been  effected  under  the 
impulse  of  the  moment,  while  the  chieftain  was  sur- 
rounded by  Spaniards.  Here  was  required  not  only 
a  calm  resolution,  unflinching  to  the  end,  but  a  well 
laid  stratagem.    Cortes  stood  prepared  with  both. 

Producing  the  letter  from  villa  Rica,  which  had 
been  kept  secret  all  this  time,  he  gave  an  account  of 
the  unfortunate  successes  at  Almerfa,  describing  in 
exaggerated  terms  the  treachery  of  Quauhpopoca, 
and  consequently  of  Montezuma  as  his  master,  and 
stirring  the  feelings  of  the  council  by  an  appeal  ta 
avenge  their  comrades."  Here  was  a  pretence"  which 
served  also  to  set  aside  the  suggestion  that  the  em- 
peror would  be  only  too  glad  to  let  them  depart  in 
peace,  for  it  was  argued  that  a  retreat  now,  since  the 
Spaniards  stood  revealed  as  mortals,  would  draw  upon 
them  not  only  the  contempt  of  allies  and  countrymen,, 
but  a  general  uprising,  with  the  most  fatal  results^ 
Retreat  meant  also  the  surrender  of  all  hopes  of 
wealth,  preferment,  and  honor,  to  be  followed  by 
punishment  and  disgrace  for  their  irregular  proceed- 
mgs  so  far.  With  Montezuma  in  their  power,  they 
possessed  a  hostage  whose  sacredness  in  the  eyes  of 
his  subjects  insured  their  safety,  and  made  the  people 
pliable  to  their  will,  while  disaffected  vassals  could  be 
secured  by  alliances,  or  by  the  promise  of  reforms. 
Should  the  seizure  result  in  the  monarch's  death,, 
the  succession  would  doubtless  become  the  cause  of 
division  and  dissension,  in  the  midst  of  which  the 
Spaniards  might  influence  affairs  in  their  own  in- 
terest. Thus  were  answered  the  various  objections 
raised. 

'^Bemal  Diaz,  Hitt,  Verdad,^  73,  followed  by  a  niunber  of  other  writer^ 
Btates  that  the  letter  wbe  received  at  Mexico  the  morning  after  this  meeting, 
but  it  has  been  shown  that  he  must  be  wrong.  He  mentions  as  one  of  the 
statements  in  the  letter  that  the  Totonacs  were  in  revolt,  and  it  is  probable- 
that  Cortes  may  have  said  so  to  show  the  soldiers  that  retreat  was  cat  o^ 
and  that  seizure  was  the  only  recourse. 

"  As  both  Peter  Martyr  and  Gomaxa  call  it. 
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As  for  the  manner  of  seizure,  the  safest  plan  would 
doubtless  be  to  inveigle  Montezuma  to  their  quarters 
and  there  detain  him;  but  this  would  cause  delay, 
and  might  arouse  suspicion,"  and,  since  prompt  action 
was  considered  necessary,  the  best  way  would  be  to 
seize  him  in  his  own  palace.  This  was  agreed  upon, 
and  the  same  evening  the  facts  and  arguments  were 
effectively  presented  to  the  men  and  preparations 
made. 

"All  night,"  writes  Bemal  Diaz,  "we  passed  in 
earnest  prayer,  the  priests  devoutly  imploring  God 
to  so  direct  the  undertaking  that  it  might  redound  to 
his  holy  service."" 

In  the  morning  Cortes  sent  to  announce  that  he 
would  visit  the  emperor.  He  then  despatched  a  num- 
ber of  small  parties  as  if  for  a  stroll,  with  orders  to  keep 
themselves  in  and  near  the  palace,  and  on  the  way  to 
it,  ready  for  any  emergency.  Twenty -five  soldiers 
were  told  to  follow  him,  by  twos  and  threes,  into  the 
audience -chamber,  whither  he  preceded  them  with 
Alvarado,  Sandoval,  Velazquez  de  Leon,  Francisco 
de  Lugo,  and  Avila."  All  were  armed  to  the  teeth," 
and  as  the  Mexicans  had  been  accustomed  to  see 
them  thus  equipped  no  suspicions  were  aroused. 
Montezuma  proved  on  this  occasion  to  be  particularly 
gracious,  and  after  a  brief  chat  he  offered  several 
presents  of  finely  wrought  gold,  and  to  Cortes  he 
presented  one  of  his  daughters,  the  captains  being 
given  women  of  rank  from  his  own  harem,  which 

"  The  neglect  of  this  less  speedy  plan  does  indicate  that  the  rumors  of 
danger  were  credited  to  a  great  extent  at  least. 

2  Hist.  Verdad.,74,  Cortte  in  his  quiet  way  writes  to  the  king  that,  after 
pMniing  six  days  in  the  great  city,  and  finding  that  for  various  reasons  *  it  suited 
the  royal  interest  and  our  safety  to  have  this  lord  in  my  power,  and  not  wholly 
at  liberty,  lest  he  change  in  the  proposal  and  desire  manifested  to  serve  Y. 

H I  resolved  to  seize  and  place  him  in  the  quarter  where  I  was.'  Cartas, 

88-0. 

^*  *  Mand<S  que  su  gente  dos  d  doe  6  cuatro  A  cuatro  se  fuesen  tras  61 6 

oon  ^1  entramos  hasta  treinta  espafioles  6  los  demas  quedahan  d  la  puerta  de 
lacasa,  6  en  nn  natio  della,'  says  Tapia,  who  appears  to  have  been  one  of 
those  who  entered.  Bel.,  in  Icazbalceia,  Col,  Doc.,  li.  579. 

i&  <C0  armas  secretas,'  says  (Tomara,  Hist,  Mex,,  123,  and  probably  they 
did  bear  extra  weapons  beneath  their  cloaks. 
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was  a  mark  of  great  favor.**  Cortes  sought  to  decline 
for  himself  the  favor,  on  the  ground  that  he  could 
not  marry.  Montezuma  nevertheless  insisted,  and  he 
yielded  not  unwillingly." 

Assuming  a  serious  tone,  the  latter  now  produced 
the  letter  from  Villa  Kica,  and  informed  the  emperor 
that  he  had  received  an  account  of  the  outrageous 
conduct  of  Quauhpopoca,  resulting  in  the  death  of 
some  of  his  men,  and  that  he,  the  sovereign,  had  been 
accused  of  being  the  instigator.  Montezuma  gave 
an  indignant  denial,*®  and  Cortes  hastened  to  assure 
him  that  he  believed  the  charge  to  be  false,  but  as 
commander  of  a  party  he  had  to  account  for  the  men 
to  his  king,  and  must  ascertain  the  truth.  In  this 
Montezuma  said  he  would  aid  him ;  and  calling  a  trusted 
officer,  he  gave  him  a  bracelet  from  his  wrist  bearing 
the  imperial  signet — a  precious  stone  graven  with  his 
likeness*" — bidding  him  to  bring  Quauhpopoca  and  his 
accomplices,  by  force,  if  necessary.**  Cortes  expressed 
himself  pleased,  but  added  that,  in  order  to  cover  his 
responsibility  as  commander,  and  to  convince  his  men 

'* '  Y  otras  hijas  de  Betiores  d  algunos  de  mi  compafiiaw'  Cortis,  Cartas,  89. 
Bnt  the  customary  mark  of  favor  was  to  give  them  from  his  harem.  See 
Native  Races^  ii. 

^'  *  Per  non  dar  disgnsto  al  Re,  e  per  avere  occasione  di  farla  CrijBtiana/  is 
Clavigero's  excuse  for  the  acceptance.  Storia  Mess.^ui.  93.  Brasseur  de  Bonr- 
bourg,  and  some  other  writers,  assume  that  Cort^  declined;  but  the  original 
authorities  all  say  or  intimate  that  he  accepted.     Even  CorWs  himself  writes 

in  his  letter  to  the  emperor,  '  despu^s de  haberme  ^l  dado  algunas  joyas 

de  oro  y  una  hija  suya,'  etc.  Cartas^  89.  *  Le  persuadi6,'  says  Cctlilxochitl, 
HiH,  Chkh.,  296.  Gomara  is  even  more  explicit,  and  Herrera  says  that 
Montezuma  insisted,  *  porque  queria  tener  nietos  de  hombre  tan  valeroso.'  dec. 
ii.  lib.  yiii.  cap.  ii.  The  afbir  is  perhaps  less  important  in  itself  than  as  index 
to  the  character  of  Cortes,  who  could  accept  so  intimate  an  offer  with  one  hand 
while  he  prepared  a  blow  with  the  other.  It  might  also  be  made  to  indicate 
that  Montezuma  could  have  had  no  base  designs  against  him  when  he  made 
the  uncalled-for  offer  of  intrusting  a  daughter  (u  such  she  was)  to  his  keeping. 
Still  the  imperial  character  would  not  have  suffered  had  it  been  shown  that 
this  was  but  an  artifice  to  lull  his  intended  victim  into  a  false  security. 

"Some  authors,  like  Herrera  and  Torquemada,  say  that  he  deaied  all 
knowledffe  of  the  occurrence,  calling  it  an  invention  of  enemies. 

^^IxUilxocJaa,  Hist,  aiich.,  297.  *Q  tenia  la  figura  de  VitzUopnchtli,' 
Oomara,  123 ;  and  so  says  Bernal  Diaz.  Tapia  states  that  Montezuma  told 
Cort^  to  send  two  Spaniards  with  the  messengers ;  but  he  doubtless  declined 
to  risk  two  lives  on  such  a  trip.  Bel,,  in  Icazbalceta,  Col.  Doc.,  ii.  583-4. 

'^  *  Ingrato  rey !'  exclaims  Gallo,  in  commenting  upon  this  surrender  of  a 
devoted  officer.  Honibrts  Ihui.  Mex,,  i.  318. 
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that  the  emperor  was  indeed  as  innocent  as  Cortes 
believed  him  to  be,  it  would  be  advisable  for  him  to 
come  and  stay  at  their  quarters  till  the  guilty  parties 
had  been  punished.^^ 

Montezuma  was  dumfounded  at  this  unhallowed 
impudence.  He,  the  august  sovereign,  before  whom 
even  princes  prostrated  themselves,  at  whose  word 
armies  sprang  into  existence,  and  at  whose  name 
mighty  rulers  trembled,  he  to  be  thus  treated  by  a 
score  of  men  whom  he  had  received  as  guests  and 
loaded  with  presents,  and  this  in  his  own  palace  I  For 
a  moment  he  stood  mute,  but  the  changing  aspect  of 
his  countenance  revealed  the  agitation  within.  At  last 
he  exclaimed  that  he  was  not  the  person  to  be  thus 
treated.  He  would  not  go.  They  could  always  find 
him  at  his  palace. 

Cortes  pleaded  that  his  presence  among  the  soldiers 
was  necessary,  not  merely  as  a  declaration  of  his  in- 
nocence, but  to  allay  the  rumors  which  had  reached 
them  that  he  and  his  people  were  plotting  for  their 
destruction.  Montezuma  again  made  an  indignant 
denial;  but  added  that,  even  if  he  consented  to  go,  his 
people  would  never  allow  it.  His  refusal,  insisted  the 
general,  would  rouse  the  worst  suspicions  of  his  men, 
and  he  could  not  answer  for  their  acts.  Mexico  might 
meet  the  fate  of  Cholula,  and  he  with  it.** 

Montezuma  now  began  to  implore,  and  oflPered  to 
surrender  his  legitimate  children  as  hostages  if  he 
were  but  spared  the  disgrace  of  being  made  a  prisoner. 
This  could  not  be,  was  the  reply.  The  Spanish 
quarter  was  his  own  palace,  and  he  could  readily  per- 
suade his  subjects  that  he  went  there  for  a  short  time 
of  his  own  accord,  or  at  the  command  of  the  gods.^ 

'^  Bernai  Diaz  makes  Cort^  accose  the  emperor  of  perfidy,  and  of  having 
insti^ted  the  Cholnla  massacre.  HUt.  Verdad. ,  74.  But  this  he  would  hardly 
do,  smce  his  purpose  was  clearly  to  persuade,  not  to  arouse  anffer. 

^  *No  querria  oomen^ar  guerra,  ni  destruir  aquesta  Ciudad que  si 

slboroto,  6  vozes  daua,  que  luego  sereis  muerto  de  aquestos  mis  Gapitanes,  que 
DO  loB  traigo  para  otro  efeto,*  is  Bemal  Dias'  blunt  yersion.  Hist.  Verdad.,  74. 

^  'Aula  tenido  platica  de  su  idolo  Huichibbos que  convenia  para  su 

sahid,  y  guardar  su  vida,  estar  con  nosotros.'  /i.,  75. 
Bus.  Max..  ToL.  L   30 
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He  would  be  treated  with  every  consideration,  and 
should  enjoy  his  usual  comfort,  surrounded  by  favorites 
and  councillors.  The  plan  involved  no  change  beyond 
that  of  residence,  to  a  place  where  he  would  be  under 
secret  surveillance. 

Montezuma  still  objected,  and  time  was  passing.^ 
The  companions  of  Cortes  becoming  nervous  at  this 
delay,  Velazquez  de  Leon  exclaimed  in  his  sten- 
torian voice:  "Why  so  many  words,  your  worship? 
Let  us  either  carry  him  off  or  despatch  him.  Tell 
him  that  if  he  calls  out  or  creates  a  disturbance 
we  shall  kill  him!""  Turning  in  alarm  to  Marina, 
Montezuma  inquired  what  was  meant.  Full  of  pity 
for  the  troubled  monarch,  she  told  him  that  the  men 
were  becoming  impatient  at  his  delay.  She  besought 
him,  as  he  valued  his  life,  to  accede  to  their  wishes 
and  go  with  them.  He  would  be  treated  with  all  the 
honor  due  to  his  rank.  A  glance  at  the  frowning 
faces  of  the  Spaniards  confirmed  the  mysterious  words 
of  the  interpreter,  and  chilled  him  to  the  heart.  Ho 
had  heard  too  many  accounts  of  the  resolution  and 
cruelty  of  these  men  not  to  believe  them  capable  of 
anything.  Were  he  to  call  for  aid  they  would  no 
doubt  kiU  him  and  destroy  the  city;  for  few  as  they 
were  they  had  proved  themselves  equal  to  hosts  of 
natives. 

The  unhappy  monarch  yielded,  since  it  was  so 
decreed — ^by  the  sublime  audacity  of  this  score  of 
adventurers.  The  spirit  of  Axayacatl  had  evidently 
not  survived  in  the  son,  and  the  prestige  of  his  early 
career  as  military  leader  had  dwindled  to  a  mere 
shadow  in  the  effeminate  lap  of  court-life.^  Sum- 
moning his  attendants,  he  ordered  a  litter  brought 

**  'Eatunieron  mas  de  media  hora  en  estas  platicaa.'  Id.,  74.  Tapia  and 
others  say  four  hours,  which  ia  unlikely. 

^  'Porque  mas  Tale  que  destavez  aaseguremoa  nueatras  vidas,  h  las  per 
damos.'  BerruU  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  76. 

^  'Era,  6  muy  falto  de  toimo,  6  pusilinime,  6  muy  prudenie.*  Oviedo,  iii 
289.  *£n  ^l  se  cumpli6  lo  que  de  el  se  decia,  que  todo  homlnre  cruel  es  co 
barde,  annque  i  la  yerdad,  era  ya  llegada  la  volontad  de  Dioa.'  IsOUlxodkiU. 
Ret.,  411. 
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Eveiything  had  been  quietly  conducted,  and  since 
none  ventured  to  question  the  emperor,  his  com- 
mand was  silently  obeyed;  but  the  mysterious  in- 
terview and  his  agitation  roused  their  suspicions, 
and  the  rumor  spread  that  something  extraordinary 
was  about  to  happen.  Wondering  and  murmuring 
crowds  had  already  collected  along  the  route  between 
the  two  palaces  when  the  emperor  appeared.  On 
seeing  the  sorrowing  faces  of  the  favorites  who  bore 
him,  and  observing  how  closely  it  was  surrounded 
by  the  Spanish  soldiers  who  acted  as  guard  of  honor, 
their  fears  became  confirmed.  The  distance  to  the 
quarters  was  too  short,  however,  and  the  news  had 
not  yet  travelled  far  enough,  to  allow  a  serious  dem- 
onstration."    But  not  long  after  the  plaza  in  front 

'^  Bernal  Diaz  intiinates  clearly  enough  that  no  demonBtration  was  made 
till  after  his  arrival.  Hist.  Verdad,,  75.  And  so  does  Cortes.  *  liorando  lo 
tomaron  en  ella  [the  litter]  oon  mucho  silencio,  y  asi  nos  fuimos  haatl  el 
aposento  donde  estaba,  sin  haber  alboroto  en  la  ciudad,  aunque  se  comenz^  k 
mover,  Pero  sabido  por  el  dicho  Muteczuma,  envi<S  a  nrnL-n^Jn^r  que  no  lo  hubiese  ; 
y  aai,  hubo  toda  quietnd.*  Cartas,  90.  IxtUlzochitl,  however,  allows  Monte- 
znma  to  stay  long  enough  in  his  palace,  after  ordering  tiie  litter,  to  enable  tho 
lords  and  nobles  to  come  and  offer  their  seryices.  A  delay  like  this,  which 
the  Spaniards  certainly  never  could  have  permitted,  might  have  given  time  for 
the  tumultuous  gathering  which  he  describes.  Hist,  Cnich.,  297.  Prescott,  in 
following  this  version,  makes  the  emperor  so  far  overstep  his  usual  di^ty 
as  to  '(»11  out'  to  the  people  to  disperse.  'Tambien  detuvieron  consico  4 
Itatauhizin,  gohemador  del  Tlatilulco,^  says  Sahagun,  while  the  leading  nobles 
'eoando  fue  preso  Mocthecuzoma  le  desampaiaron  y  se  escondieron.'  Hist. 
Conq.,  25. 

The  seizure  has,  like  the  equally  prominent  episodes  of  the  massacre  at 
(Jholnla,  and  the  scuttling  of  the  fleet,  aroused  no  little  comment  in  justifica- 
cion  or  condemnation.    'Now  that  I  am  old,'  says  Bemal  Diaz,  'i  stop  to 
oonsider  tiie  heroic  deeds  then  performed,  and  I  do  say  that  our  achievements 
were  not  effected  by  ourselves,  but  were  all  brought  about  by  God ;  for  what 
men  have  existed  in  the  world  who,  less  than  450  soldiers  in  number,  dared  to 
enter  into  so  strong  a  city  as  Mexico,  larger  than  Venice,  and  so  remote  from 
GMtile,  to  seize  so  great  a  lord  ? '  Hist.  Verdad. ,  76.     '  Never  Greek  or  Eoman, 
nor  of  other  nation,  since  kings  exist,  performed  a  like  deed,  only  Fernando 
Cortes,  to  seize  Moteccnma,  a  king  most  powerful,  in  his  own  house,  in  a 
place  most  strong,  amia  an  infinity  of  people,  while  possessing  but  450  com- 
panions. '    Gomara,  Hist.  Mez. ,  124.    Commenting  on  this,  Torquemada  adds 
that  '  it  was  indeed  a  deed  for  daring  never  seen,  and  must  be  attributed 
to  God  rather  Uian  to  human  heart.'  i.  458.    Solis  of  course  fails  not  to  extol 
the  cenius  and  daring  of  his  hero,  whose  deed  'appears  rather  in  the  light  of 
a  &ble*  than  in  consonance  with  simple  history.  Hist,  Mex,,  i.  448.    'A  deed 
which  makes  one  tremble  even  to  conceive,  and  much  more  to  carry  out.    But 
God  had  so  determined  it.*  /xtlUxoc?Utl,  Hist.  ClUeh.^  296.    'History  contains 
nothing  parallel  to  this  event,  either  with  respect  to  the  temerity  of  the 
attempt,  or  the  success  of  the  execution, *  etc.  RobertwyrCs  HisL  Am.,n.  60.   'An 
expedient,  which  none  but  the  most  daring  spirit,  in  the  most  desperate  ex- 
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of  it  was  blocked  with  an  excited  multitude,  and  a 
number  of  leading  personages  and  relatives  made 
their  way  into  the  presence  of  their  sovereign,  asking 
with  tearful  eyes  and  knitted  brows  how  they  might 
serve  him.  They  were  ready  to  lay  down  their  lives 
to  rescue  him.  He  assured  them  with  a  forced  smile 
that  there  was  no  cause  for  alarm.  Too  proud  to  dis- 
close his  pusillanimity,  he  readily  echoed  the  words 
of  Cortes,  that  he  had  come  of  his  own  free-will,  and 
at  the  intimation  of  the  gods,  to  stay  awhile  with  his 
guests.  He  told  them  to  calm  the  people  with  this 
assurance,  and  to  disperse  the  gathering. 

tremity,  would  have  conceived.*  Pre^oWs  Mex,fU.  159.  'An  unparalleled 
tranaaction.  There  is  nothing  like  it,  I  believe,  in  the  annals  of  the  world.' 
Hdpa^  CortiSf  11. 351 .  Clavigero  is  less  carried  away  by  the  incident,  for  he  sees 
therein  the  hand  of  God.  Nevertheless,  he  sympathizes  with  Montezuma. 
Storia  Mess.,  iii.  95,  etc.  Pizarro  y  Orelbma  mids  the  deed  eclipsed  by  the 
similar  achievement,  with  a  smaller  force,  under  his  namesake  Pizairo.  Vartmes 
Ilnftres,  89-90.  And  later  Mexican  writers,  like  Bustamante,  see,  naturally 
enough,  nothing  but  what  Ib  detestable  in  the  incident,  for  according  to  the 
native  records  which  form  their  gospel,  Montezuma  was  guiltless  of  any  base 
intents.  Unfortunately  for  them,  these  very  records  paint  him  a  blood-thirsty 
despot  who  punishes  the  slightest  offence  against  himself,  even  when  merely 
suspected,  with  the  most  atrocious  cruelty ;  one  who  ia  continually  seeking 
his  aggrandizement  at  the  expense  of  inoffensive,  peace-loving  tribes,  who 
oppresses  not  only  conquered  peoples,  but  his  own  subjects,  with  extortionate 
taxes  and  levies  to  satisfy  his  inordinate  appetite  for  pomp  and  for  new  con- 
quests. These  records  also  admit  that  he  had  repeatedly  sent  sorcerers,  if  not 
armies,  to  entrap  and  destroy  the  Spaniards.  He  who  looked  calmly  oil  heca- 
tombs of  his  own  subjects,  slaughtered  before  his  very  eyes,  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  condemn  strangers  for  plotting  against  the  tlux>ne  which  was  dearer 
to  him  than  life  itself.  The  Spaniards  may  have  anticipated  events  consider- 
ably, but  there  is  no  doubt  that  numerous  personages,  from  Cnitlahuatzin  down- 
ward, were  bitterly  opposed  to  their  enforced  guests,  and  they  would  sooner 
or  later  have  realized  the  rumors  which  the  allies  began  to  circulate.  Pkced 
as  he  was,  Cortte'  duty  to  himself,  to  the  men  intrusted  to  him,  to  his  king, 
and  to  the  cause  of  religion,  as  then  regarded,  required  him  to  give  heed  to 
such  rumors,  and,  after  weighing  their  probability,  to  take  the  precautionaxy 
measure  of  seizing  the  monarch,  since  retreat  not  only  appeared  fraught  with 
disaster  and  dishonor,  but  would  be  regarded  as  a  neglect  of  opportunity  and 
of  duty.  With  Cort^,  naught  but  the  first  steps  in  assuming  the  conquest, 
and  in  usurping  certain  credit  and  means,  can  be  regarded  as  crimes,  and  the 
fonner  of  these  was  forced  upon  him  by  circumstances  of  his  age  and  sur- 
roundings. Every  project,  then,  conceived  by  him  for  the  advancement  of  his 
great  undertaking  must  redound  to  his  gjenius  as  soldier  and  leader.  Of  course, 
among  these  projects  appear  many  wmch  did  not  advance  the  great  object^ 
and  which  must  be  condemned.  But  where  do  we  find  greataeaa  wholly  free 
from  stain? 
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[ONS. 

.  POMPOUS  reception  was  accorded  the  imperial 
3ner.  With  no  small  ceremony  was  he  conducted 
partments  adjoining  those  of  Cortds,  as  selected 
limself,  and  there  surrounded  by  all  accustomed 
forts  and  every  show  of  greatness.  At  hand  were 
■avorite  wives,  his  most  devoted  servants;  he  held 
t  daily,  received  ambassadors,  issued  orders,  and 
.  the  aid  of  his  learned  jurists  administered  justice, 
outward  appearance  the  monarch  was  as  absolute 
ver;  yet  Montezuma  knew  that  his  glory  had 
irted,  that  the  continued  forms  of  greatness  were 
)w,  and  that  his  power  was  but  the  power  of  a 
)et.    He  was  wise  enough  to  know  that  a  strong 

is  not  to  be  trusted  who  is  officiously  kind  to  a 
c  one. 

enceforth  the  power  of  the  nation,  in  the  hands 
lese  insidious  strangers,  was  to  be  directed  against 
lelf.     It  was  a  cunning  poUcy,  craftily  conceived 
deftly  executed. 
:>rt6s  took  care  that  everything  round  the  pris- 

should  move  smoothly,  and  that  his  presence  in 
Spanisll  quarters  should  appear  to  the  natives  a 

(909) 
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voluntary  rather  than  an  enforced  visit.  To  Mi 
intimate  lords  and  subjects,  however,  who  knew 
his  condition,  and  who  sometimes  urged  him  to 
to  his  palace,  the  poor  captive  would  say,  "j^ 
it  is  the  will  of  the  gods  that  I  remain  with 
men  and  be  guided  by  their  counseL"  But 
account  must  the  imperial  influence  be  allowed  : 
present  to  decline  before  the  people.  The  dec 
must  be  continued,  and  the  dignity  of  the  so¥ 
upheld  by  a  deferential  attention  as  profound  £ 
which  was  shown  before  his  imprisonment 
after  prayers,  the  Spanish  general  came  to  p 
respects,  attended  by  several  of  his  captains^ 
frequently  Alvarado,  Velazquez,  and  Ordaz^  s 
receive  the  imperial  commands  with  respect 
comforts,  pleasures,  and  duties.  On  these  occi 
and  indeed  whenever  he  appeared  before  the  em 
says  Bernal  Diaz,  Cortds  set  the  example  1 
followers  by  doffing  his  hat  and  bowing  low,  and 
did  he  presume  to  sit  in  the  royal  presence 
requested  to  do  so. 

Yet  a  most  unpleasant  reminder  to  the  mt 
of  his  circumscribed  authority  was  the  ever  p 
guard  in  and  around  his  apartments.^  This  was 
the  command  of  Juan  Velazquez  de  Leon,  w] 
forced  the  strictest  watch,  particularly  when  it  b 
known  that  Montezuma's  courtiers  lost  no  oppor 
to  urge  escape,  and  that  he  lent  them  a  not  um; 
ear,  despite  the  professed  desire  to  remain  wii 
Spaniards.  Among  the  several  schemes  wit] 
object  are  mentioned  bored  walls,  tunnels  Ix 
the  palace,  and  an  attempt  by  the  emperor  h 
to  leap  from  the  summit  of  the  building  into 
receptacle  prepared  for  him.^ 

^  'Le  di6  en  gnarda  d  un  capitan,  4  dc  nocbe  ^  de  dm  deni^ 
eflpafioles  en  su  presencia.*  Tapia^  Bel.,  in  /ra^5fI?cf^^:^  Cof.  Doc.^  ii-  ^ 
captain  appears  to  haye  been  Juan  Velazqiiez.  wlio«e  pl&c«  waa  taken 
when  required.  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdatl^,  77,  SG. 

*  *  Se  quiflo  echar  de  vna  a^ntea  de  diez  catiuloa  en  alto,  pwm  qtic  ] 

le  recibiessen,  sino  le  detuuiera  vn  Castellano Denochc  y  Jc  dla  pn 

de  sacarle,  oradando  a  cada  paaao  las  parede^,  y  ecbondo  f uego  por  mm 
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Espionage  was  also  established  on  the  emperor 
m  his  intercourse  with  courtiers,  by  placing  in  the 
apartment  the  page  Orteguilla,  who  had  acquired  a  fair 
knowledge  of  Aztec.  Of  prepossessing  appearance, 
x^eeable  and  sprightly  in  manner,  the  youth  became 
a  favorite  with  the  captive  king.  Among  other  things, 
the  little  spy  gave  the  monarch  an  insight  into  Spanish 
customs  and  proceedings  at  home  and  abroad,  into 
the  power  and  grandeur  of  the  Castilian  king,  and 
into  the  mysteries  of  the  faith.  Being  constantly 
together  they  grew  famiUar,  Montezuma  delighting 
to  play  pranks  on  the  boy,  throwing  aloft  his  hat, 
and  laughing  at  his  efforts  to  regain  it.  These  tricks 
were  always  followed  by  a  hberal  reward.' 

Montezuma  was  indeed  most  liberal  with  all  who 
came  in  contact  with  him,  as  became  the  character  of 
a  great  and  rich  prince.  Not  only  jewels,  robes,  and 
curiosities,  but  male  and  female  slaves,  were  freely 
dispensed,  partly  no  doubt  with  a  view  to  secure  good 
treatment  from  the  guard.  A  considerate  thought- 
fulness  and  gentle  manner  added  to  his  popularity, 
and  "whenever  he  ordered,"  says  the  old  soldier,  "we 
flew  to  obey."  The  inconsiderate  pride  and  selfishness 
of  the  independent  jnonarch  seems  to  have  disappeared 
in  the  prisoner,  yet  like  the  captive  hawk  he  was  sub- 
missive only  to  his  masters.  Orteguilla  kept  him 
informed  of  the  rank  and  character  of  the  men,  and 
became  the  recognized  medium  for  his  favors.  He  rep- 
resented, for  instance,  that  Bernal  Diaz  longed  to  be 
the  master  of  a  pretty  maiden,  and  Montezuma, 
having  noticed  the  exceeding  deference  of  the  soldier, 
called  him,  saying  that  he  would  bestow  on  him  a 

The  result  was  an  increase  of  the  guard,  Alvarez  Chico  being  placed  with 
60  men  to  watch  the  rear  of  the  quarters,  and  Andr^  de  Monjarraz  the  front, 
with  the  same  number,  each  watch  consisting  of  twenty  men.  Herrera,  dec. 
ii.  lib.  yiii.  cap.  iii.  Bernal  Diaz  intimates  tnat  the  guarding  of  Montezuma 
proved  a  severe  strain  on  the  soldiers ;  but,  situated  as  they  were,  viffilance 
was  ever  rec^uired,  and  still  greater  must  have  been  the  dagger  had  ne  not 
been  in  their  power. 

'  Herrera  calls  him  Pefia,  which  may  have  been  one  of  his  names,  dec.  ii. 
lib.  viiL  cap.  v.  Bernal  Diaz  assumes  that  Montezuma  asked  Cortes  to  give 
him  the  page,  after  the  execution  of  Quauhpopoca.  Hist.  V&rdad,,  75. 
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fine  young  woman,  whom  he  must  treat  well,  for  she 
was  the  daughter  of  a  chief  He  also  gave  him  three 
quoits  of  gold  and  two  loads  of  robes.*  The  gift  came 
from  the  emperor's  harem,  from  which  he  frequently 
drew  to  please  those  whom  he  delighted  to  honor. 
The  vacancies  thus  created  were  filled  from  noble 
families,  who  like  those  of  more  advanced  countries 
regarded  it  an  honor  for  a  daughter  to  occupy  the 
position  of  royal  concubine.  After  his  imprisonment 
Montezuma  seems  to  have  disposed  of  his  wives  quite 
rapidly,  a  number  of  them  felling  to  leading  Span- 
iards.' To  Cortds  he  offered  for  the  second  time  a 
daughter,  prettier  than  the  one  given  him  on  the  day 
of  his  capture,  but  in  this  instance  the  gift  was  de- 
clined in  favor  of  Olid,  who  accepted  her,  together 
with  any  number  of  presents,  and  was  henceforth 
treated  as  a  relative  by  her  imperial  father.  Both 
she  and  the  sister  with  Cortes  were  baptized.* 

The  soldiers  generally  were  by  no  means  forgotten 
in  the  distribution  of  women  and  other  gifts,  and  in 
course  of  time  the  quarter  became  so  crowded  with 
male  and  female  attendants  that  Cortes  found  it  nec- 

^The  bride  was  named  Fnmcisca.  ffitt,  Verdad,,  77.  Aa  an  inatance  of 
Montezuma'a  eagerness  to  gratify  the  Spaniards,  aad  at  the  same  time  to  ex- 
hibit his  own  power,  it  is  related  that  one  day  a  hawk  pursued  a  pigeon  to  the 
very  cot  in  the  palace,  amid  the  plaudits  of  the  soldiers.  Among  them  was 
Fnmcisco  the  dimdy,  former  maestresala  to  the  admiral  of  Castile,  who  loudly 
expressed  the  wish  to  obtain  possession  of  the  hawk  and  to  tame  him  for  fal- 
conry. Montezuma  heard  him,  and  gaye  his  hunters  orders  to  catch  it,  which 
thev  did.  Id.;  0<mara,Hist,  Mex.,  125. 

^Duran  states  that  the  soldiers  discovered  a  house  filled  with  women,, 
supposed  to  be  wives  of  Montezuma,  and  hidden  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
white  men.  He  assumes  that  gratitude  would  have  made  the  Spaniarda 
respect  them;  or,  if  the  women  were  nuns,  that  respect  for  virtue  must  have 
obtained. 

<  Cort^'  prot^gte  being  named  Ana.  Quite  a  number  of  the  general's  fol- 
lowers decbure  in  their  testimony  against  him,  in  1528,  that  he  assimied  the 
intimate  nrotectorship  of  two  or  even  three  of  Montezuma's  daughters, 
the  second  beinff  called  In^,  or  by  others  Isabel,  the  wife  of  Grado,  and 
afterward  of  Oailcgo.  '  Tres  fijas  de  Montezuma  e  que  las  dos  dellaa  an  panda 
del  e  la  otra  murio  prefiada  del  quando  se  perdio  esta  cibdad. '  Tirado,  in  Cortes, 
Residencia,  ii.  39,  241,  244;  i.  63,  99,  221,  263.  Intrignes  are  mentioned  with 
other  Indian  princesses.  Vetancurt  assumes  that  two  noble  maidens  were- 
given,  one  of  whom  Olid  received.  Teatro  Mex.,  pt  ilL  133;  Torquemada,  i. 
462.  Bemal  Diaz  supposes  that  this  is  the  first  danshter  offered  by  Monte- 
zuma, and  he  believes  evidently  that  Gort^  accepts  her,  to  jud^e  by  a  later 
reference.  Hist,  Verdad.,  85,  102. 
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essary  to  issue  an  order  reducing  the  number  to 
one  female  servant  for  each  man.  Informed  of  this, 
Montezuma  instructed  his  mayordomo  to  provide 
good  accommodation  and  sustenance  for  them  else- 
where.^ 

Encouraged  by  this  generosity,  Cortes  approached 
him  one  day  regarding  the  secreted  treasures,  which 
had  been  so  long  respected,  but  which  he  desired  to 
have  in  his  possession.  He  regretted  to  say  that 
his  graceless  soldiers  had  come  upon  the  treasure- 
chamber,  and  regardless  of  his  instructions  had  ab- 
stracted a  number  of  jewels.  The  emperor  hastened 
to  reassure  him;  perhaps  he  understood  the  hint. 
The  contents  of  the  chamber  belonged  to  the  gods, 
he  said;  but  the  gold  and  silver  might  freely  be  taken 
so  long  as  the  rest  was  left.®  He  would  give  more, 
if  required.  Cortes  did  not  scruple  to  avail  himself  of 
the  permission,  by  appropriating  for  himself  and  his 
intimate  friends  a  large  share.  So  charged  the  dis- 
contented soldiers,  but  the  main  portion  appears  to 
have  been  reserved  for  the  general  distribution  not 
long  after.  Although  the  most  valuable  part  of  this 
collection  had  been  freely  surrendered,  the  soldiers 
hesitated  not  to  seize  also  upon  other  effects,  such  as 
liquid  amber  and  several  hundred  loads  of  cotton 
faorics.  Cortes  wished  to  restore  them,  but  Monte- 
zuma declined,  saying  that  he  never  received  anything 
back."  On  another  occasion  the  Spaniards  discovered 
the  imperial  warehouse  for  cacao  beans,  the  most 
common  currency  of  the  country,  and  for  some  time 

'  Herrera  states  that  Cortes'  order  was  prompted  by  a  coDsideration  for 
the  heavy  expense  to  Montezuma.  The  latter  remonstrated  at  this  economical 
fit,  and  commanded  that  double  rations  should  be  provided  for  the  exiled, 
dec,  iL  lib.  viii.  cap.  iv. 

•  TapiOt  JRely  in  leaasbalceta.  Gel.  Doc,  ii,  580.  *Purch6  non  tocchino  disse 
il  Re,  le  immagini  degli  Dei,  n^  ci6  che  h  destinato  al  loro  culto,  prendano 

3nanto  vogliono,'  is  Clavicero's  free  interpretation  of  Ojeda*B  version.  Storia 
f&ut,,  iii  97;  OcmarOy  Hist.  Mex.y  125. 
'  *Lo  q  vna  vez  daua  no  lo  auia  de  tomar  a  recibir.*    'Las  caxas  donde  kk 
ropa  estana,  eran  tan  grandes  que  Ueffauan  a  las  vigas  de  los  apoeentos,  y 
tan  onchas,  q  despues  de  vadas,  se  afojauft  en  cada  vna  dos  Castellanoiw 
Sacaron  al  patio  mas  de  mil  cargas  de  ropa.'  Herrera^  ii.  viii.  iv. 
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made  nightly  raids  on  it  with  their  Indian  carriers. 
Cortes  proposed  to  mete  out  punishment  for  this, 
but  finding  that  Alvarado  was  a  leading  culprit,  he 
dropped  the  matter  with  a  private  reprimand.*" 

Montezuma's  good  nature  was  imposed  upon  in  more 
ways  than  one,  and  with  all  his  kindness  he  could  not 
command  consideration  from  the  rougher  soldiers  and 
sailors.  One  of  the  guard,  after  being  requested,  with 
a  gift,  to  discontinue  certain  unseemly  acts,  repeated 
the  offence  in  the  hope  of  receiving  another  bribe ;  but 
Montezuma  now  reported  him  to  his  captain,  and  he 
was  removed.  Cortes,  who  was  determined  to  enforce 
respect  for  the  captive,  inflicted  severe  punishment 
on  offenders  in  this  respect.  Tired  of  patrol  duty, 
Pedro  Lopez  said  one  day  in  the  hearing  of  Monte- 
zuma, "Confusion  on  this  dog  I  By  guarding  him 
constantly,  I  am  sick  at  stomach  unto  death  I"  Told 
of  this,  the  general  had  the  man  lashed  in  the  sol- 
diers' hall,  and  this  regardless  of  his  standing  as  a 
good  soldier  and  an  archer  of  great  skill.  Another 
who  showed  insolence  to  the  emperor  was  ordered 
hanged,  but  escaped  with  a  lashing  at  the  intercession 
of  the  captains  and  of  Montezuma."  This  strictness 
insured  respect  not  only  for  the  emperor,  but  for 
Cortes,  so  that  the  quarter  became  most  exemplary 
for  its  good  order." 

The  Spaniards  united  heartily  with  the  native  court- 
iers to  entertain  the  captive  and  to  remove  so  far  as 
possible  whatever  might  remind  him  of  his  lost  lib- 
erty. He  found  great  delight  in  their  military  exer- 
cises, which  recalled  the  faded  prowess  of  his  youth 

^^  *Ca8a  de  Cacao,  de  Motecuh^uma,  adonde  avia  mas  de  qnarenta  mil 
Cargas,  que  era  Gran  Riqae9a,  por^ue  solia  yaler  cada  Carga  qnarenta  Gas- 
tell^os.     Alvarado  alone  emptied  six  jars  of  600  loads.   Torqitefnadaf  L  47*2. 

^^  The  man  had  insisted  that  Monteznma  should  have  a  search  made  for 
two  of  his  missing  female  attendants.  The  emperor  did  not  wish  Spaniards 
punished  for  pilfering,  as  he  told  Gort^s,  only  for  offering  insult  and  yiolenoe. 
In  such  cases  he  would  have  his  own  courtiers  lashed.  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib. 
viii.  cap.  v. 

^*  *  Tinie  el  marques  tan  recogida  su  gente,  que  ninguno  salie  un  tiro  de 
arcabuz  del  aposento  sin  licencia,  6  asimismo  la  gente  tan  en  paz,  que  se  ave- 
rigu6  nunca  refiir  uno  con  otro.'  Tapict,  Rel,,  inJcazbcUceta,  €cl,  Uie.,  ii  d86w 
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and  exhibited  the  tactics  which  contributed  so  power- 
fully to  Spanish  supremacy  over  native  arms.  He 
also  enjoyed  sports,  and  among  games  the  totoloque 
was  his  favorite.  This  consisted  in  throwing  small 
golden  balls  at  pieces  of  the  same  metal  set  up  as 
targets  at  a  certain  distance.  Five  points  won  the 
stakes.  Cortes  often  played  it  with  him,  and  Alva- 
rado,  who  kept  count  for  the  general,  usually  marked 
more  points  than  he  was  entitled  to.  Montezuma 
playfully  protested  against  such  marking,  although 
what  Cortes  won  he  gave  to  the  Mexican  attend- 
ants, while  Montezuma  presented  his  gains  to  the 
Spanish  guard." 

Montezuma  was  at  times  allowed  to  visit  his 
palaces,  and  to  enjoy  the  hunting-field,  but  these  trips 
were  of  rare  occurrence,  owing  to  the  danger  of 
popular  demonstrations."  On  such  occasions,  says 
Cortes,  the  escort  of  prominent  Mexicans  numbered 
at  least  three  thousand.  The  first  time  Montezuma 
requested  this  privilege  it  was  for  the  purpose  of 
offering  prayer  and  sacrifice  at  the  great  temple,  as 
required  by  his  gods,  he  said;  and  although  Cortes 
did  not  like  the  arrangement,  his  prisoner  convinced 
him  that  this  public  demonstration  was  necessary, 
in  order  to  show  the  people  that  he  was  not  kept 
in   compulsory  confinement,  but  remained  with  the 

^  Bemal  IHaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  77.  '  Un  giuoco,  che  gli  Spagnuoli  chiama- 
vano  il  bodogue,*  Glavigtro,  Storia  Afesa.,  iu.  97.  Bodoque  signifies  balls  in 
this  connection.  When  Alvarado  lo6t,'he  with  great  show  of  liberality  paid  in 
chalchiuites,  stones  which  were  highly  treasured  by  the  natives,  but  worth 
nothing  to  the  Spaniards.  Montezuma  paid  in  quoits,  worth  at  least  50  ducats. 
One  day  he  lost  40  or  50  quoits,  and  with  pleasure,  since  it  gave  him  the 
opportunity  to  be  eenerous.  B.  V.  de  Tapia  testifies  that  Alvarado  used  to 
cheat  iu  playing  cards  with  him  and  others.  Cortia,  Begideuciaf  i.  51-2.  Another 
way  of  gratifying  this  bent  was  to  accept  trifles  from  the  Spaniards  and  liber- 
ally compensate  them.  Alonso  de  Ojeda,  fo^  instance,  had  a  silk -embroidered 
satchel  with  many  pockets,  for  which  Montezuma  gave  him  two  pretty  slaves, 
beside  a  number  of  robes  and  jewels.  Ojeda  wrote  a  memoir  on  the  conquest, 
of  which  Herrera  makes  good  use.  dec.  ii.  lib.  viii.  cap.  v. 

1*  *Fu6  mnchaa  veces  &  holgar  con  cinco  6  seis  espafloles  A  una  y  dos  leguas 
fuera  de  la  ciudad.*  CorUa^  Cartas^  92.   Both  the  times  and  the  number  of  the 

Spaniards  are  doubtful,  however.    *Quando  salia  a  ca9ar Ueuaua  ocho  o 

diez  Espafioles  en  guarda  de  la  persona,  y  tres  mil  Mexicanos  entre  sellores, 
caoalleios,  criados,  y  ca^adores.'  Oomara,  Hist,  Mex.,  124;  IxtlilxochUl,  Hist, 
Chich.,  297. 
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stran^rs  at  the  order  of  the  deity  he  was  about  to 
consult.  Four  captains  were  appointed  to  escort  him 
with  a  guard  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  soldiers,  and 
he  was  warned  that  any  attack  upon  them,  or  any 
attempt  at  rescue,  would  result  in  his  own  death.  He 
was  carried  in  a  rich  litter,  attended  by  a  brilliant 
procession  of  nobles,  and  preceded,  according  to  cus- 
tom, by  a  dignitary  bearing  the  triple  wand  which 
indicated  that  the  emperor  was  approaching  and  de- 
manded loyal  veneration. 

On  reaching  the  temple  the  imperial  worshipper 
stepped  forth,  leaning  on  the  arms  of  his  relatives, 
and  was  assisted  to  the  summit.  Human  sacrifices 
had  been  forbidden,  and  Father  Olmedo  came  to 
watch  over  the  observance  of  the  order;  but  it  appears 
that  four  captives  had  been  offered  during  the  night, 
and  despite  the  remonstrances  of  the  friar  the  at- 
tendant rites  went  on.**  The  captains  thought  it 
prudent  not  to  exceed  a  protest,  and  congratulated 
themselves  when  the  ceremony  was  ended  and  the 
emperor  safely  back  in  their  quarters. 

A  fortnight  after  the  seizure  of  Montezuma,Quauh- 
popoca  arrived  in  the  capital,  accompanied  by  his  son 
and  fifteen  of  his  staff*.  He  made  his  entry  with  the 
pomp  befitting  a  powerful  governor  and  a  relative  of 
the  sovereign,  and  hastened  to  the  palace.  As  was 
customary  with  subjects  who  were  about  to  appear  in 
the  imperial  presence,  the  rich  robes  were  covered  with 
a  coarse  cloak,  in  token  of  humiliation.  His  master 
received  him  with  a  stern  countenance,  and  signified 
his  displeasure  at  the  proceedings  which  under  pretext 
of  his  authority  had  caused  loss  of  Spanish  life.  No 
attention  was  paid  to  explanations,  and  he  was  sur- 
rendered with  his  followers  to  the  Spaniards,  to  be 
dealt  with  as  they  thought  fit.**     Cortes  held  a  trial: 

^^  Bemal  Diaz  intimates  that  more  sacrifices  were  made  in  their  presence. 
'  Y  no  podiamos  en  aquella  sasson  hazer  otra  cosa  sino  diiwimnlar  con  ^L*  Hid, 
Verdad.,  78, 

>*  Bemal  Diaz  admits  that  he  knows  not  what  occurred  between  goTemor 
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he  was  a  shrewd  inquisitor,  and  his  sentence  was  sure 
to  accord  with  his  own  interests.  "Are  you  a  vassal 
of  Montezuma?"  he  asked  of  Quauhpopoca.  "What 
else  could  I  be?"  was  the  reply.  "Did  you  attack 
Spaniards  by  his  order?"  The  prisoner  was  in  a  most 
serious  dilemma.  At  first  he  refused  to  implicate  the 
emperor,  but  finding  that  his  fate  was  sealed  he  con- 
fessed having  acted  under  his  orders.^^  This  could 
not  avail  him,  however,  for  in  obeying  his  master  he 
had  injured  the  subjects  and  outraged  the  laws  and 
majesty  of  the  Spanish  king,  who  was  sovereign  of 
allj  and  this  demanded  punishment. 

The  fact  was  that  Spanish  prestige,  on  which  so 
much  depended,  had  suffered  through  the  machina- 
tions of  the  governor,  and  it  was  considered  necessary 
to  restore  it.  Therefore  it  was  decreed  that  Quauh- 
popoca, with  his  son  and  officers,  should  be  burned 
alive  in  the  plaza,  before  the  palace.  Cortes  availed 
himself  of  the  opportunity  to  seize  all  the  arms  in  the 
arsenals,"  and  therewith  build  a  pyre  worthy  such 
noted  offenders. 

When  all  was  ready  Cortes  presented  himself  before 
the  emperor,  and  announced  with  a  severe  tone  that  the 
evidence  of  the  condemned  showed  their  acts  to  have 
been  authorized  by  him,  and  as  a  life  called  for  a  life, 
according  to  Spanish  laws,  he  deserved  death.  Cortes, 
however,  loved  him — for  himself,  his  generosity,  and 
services  he  loved  him  too  dearly  to  let  justice  have 

And  monarch,  bat  Herrera  claims  to  be  better  informed.  Barefooted,  and  with 
eyes  upon  tiie  floor,  Quauhpopoca  approached  the  throne  and  said :  *  Most  great 
and  most  powerful  lord,  thy  slave  Qioauhpopoca  has  come  at  thy  bidding,  and 
awaits  thy  orders.'  He  had  done  wrong,  was  the repl^,  to  kill  the  Spaniards, 
and  then  declare  that  he  had  orders  so  to  do.  For  this  he  should  suffer  as  a 
traitor  to  his  soyereign  and  to  the  strangers.  He  was  not  allowed  to  make 
any  explanations,  dec.  ii.  lib.  viii.  cap.  ix.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  Montezuma 
commanded  him  not  to  reveal  anything  that  might  implicato  his  master, 
hoping  that  Cortds  would  out  of  regard  for  his  generous  host  inflict  a  com- 
paratively  light  punishment. 

"  <Sxaminaron  los  segunda  vez,  con  mas  ri^or,  y  amenazas  de  tormento,  y 
■in  discrepar  todos  confessaron,*  says  Herrera,  loc.  dt. 

^"<£n  YXia  de  las  casas  reales  dicha  Tlacochalco.*  Herrera^  loc.  dt.  'E 
serien  mas  que  qninientas  carretadas.*  Tapkt,  Bd.,  in  leazbctlceta.  Col.  Doe., 
ii584. 
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its  course,  and  would  take  on  himself  tc  appease 
its  demands  by  a  nominal  punishment.  *•  He  then 
turned  on  his  heel,  while  one  of  the  soldiers  clasped  a 
pair  of  shackles  round  the  prisoner's  ankles,  and  the 
mighty  emperor  of  the  Aztecs  was  ironed.  For  a 
moment  Montezuma  stood  rooted  to  the  floor.  Then 
he  groaned  with  anguish  at  this  the  greatest  indignity 
ever  offered  his  sacred  person.  He  trembled  with  ap- 
prehension at  what  might  vet  follow.  His  courtiers 
were  no  less  afflicted,  and  with  tears  in  their  eyes  they 
knelt  to  lessen  the  weight  at  least  of  the  shameful  bonds, 
and  with  bandages  to  relieve  the  imperial  limbs.*^ 

Meanwhile  the  troops  formed  an  imposing  cordon 
in  front  of  the  palace  to  prevent  a  rescue  of  the  con- 
demned as  they  were  led  out  and  tied  to  the  stake.. 
Writhing  with  pain,  yet  mute  as  became  brave  war* 
riors,  with  the  ascending  smoke  from  Aztec  shields* 
and  darts  they  rendered  up  their  anguished  souls.  It. 
was  rare  strategy  thus  with  the  offenders  to  destroy 
the  means  of  offence.  Supposing  that  the  execution: 
was  by  imperial  sanction,  the  populace  tacitly  assented^ 
gazing  on  the  horrid  spectacle  with  pallid  faces  and 
bated  breath.  Though  accustomed  to  scenes  like  this 
in  connection  with  their  reUgious  festivals,  it  appeared 
terrible  when  perpetrated  by  foreigners,  to  the  dreary 
sound  of  muffled  drums.^ 

1*  *  Me  has  negado  no  aner  mftdado  a  CouatlpopocJi  q  matasse  a  mis  com- 

p«fiero8,  no  lo  has  hecho  como  tan  gran  sefior  que  eres, porque  no  quedes 

sin  algnn  casti^o,  y  tn  y  loe  tuyoe  sepays  quanto  vale  el  tratar  verdad,  te  m&- 
dare  echar  prisiones.*  Herrera  implies  with  this  that  Cort^  laid  more  weight 
on  the  disregard  for  trnth  than  on  tne  aathorization  of  the  outrage,  dec.  ii.  lib. 
Tiii.  cap.  iz.  '  Que  ya  que  aquella  culpa  tuuiesse,  que  antes  la  pagaria  el  Cortfes 
porsu persona,  que verselapassaral  Montezuma.  *  Bernal  Dicxz^  Hist.  Verdad. ,  75. 

*®  *  £sto  hizo  por  ocupar  le  el  pensamiento  en  sus  duelos,  y  dexasse  loa 
ajenos. '  Oomara,  HitL  Mex, ,  129.  '  Todo  &  fin  de  espantarle  mas.  *  IxtiilxocMUf 
Hiat.  Chieh.,  2»8. 

*^  Solis  seems  to  say  that  the  bodies  were  burned  after  execution,  Hist.  Mex., 
i.  461-2,  but  Gort6s  and  others  are  frank  enough  about  the  actual  burning, 
which  was  not  regarded  in  that  cruel  age  with  the  same  aversion  as  by  us. 
Instances  are  to  m  found  in  the  Native  KaceSt  ii.-iiL,  where  this  ordeal  was- 
undergone  by  criminals  as  well  as  temple  victims  among  the  Aztecs.  Bernal 
Diaz  gives  uie  names  of  two  of  Quauhpopoca*s  companions  in  misfortoney 
Qniabuitle  and  Ck>atl.  Hist.  Verdad.,  75.  Prescott,  Mex.,  ii.  173,  states  that 
the  execution  took  place  in  the  court-yuxl ;  but  this  is  probably  a  misprint,  to< 
judge  by  his  own  text. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  FOX'S  DEEP  LOVE.  819 

All  being  over,  Cortes  reentered  the  apaxtments 
of  Montezuma  with  his  captains,  and  kneeling  down 
he  himself  took  off  the  fetters,  declaring  that  he  felt 
deeply  grieved  at  the  infliction,  for  he  loved  him  as  a 
brother.  The  monarch  became  almost  hysteric  with 
joy  at  this  deliverance,  and  with  falling  tears  he  ex- 
pressed himself  in  abject  terms  of  gratitude,  like  the 
dog  licking  the  hand  which  has  chastised  it.  Every 
fresh  incident  reveals  some  new  trait  in  the  character 
of  this  unhappy  man  which  calls  for  pity  or  contempt. 
"Yet  further,"  continued  Cortes,  "to  show  my  deep 
regard  and  confidence,  you  are  now  at  full  liberty  to 
return  to  your  own  house."  But  Montezuma  under- 
stood well  enough  that  these  were  but  words,  an 
empty  offer;  indeed  he  had  been  informed  by  the  well 
prompted  page  that,  although  the  general  might  wish 
to  release  him,  the  Spanish  captains  would  never  permit 
it.^  He  accordingly  expressed  his  thanks,  and  said  that 
he  preferred  to  remain  with  him,  giving  as  a  reason 
that,  were  he  free,  the  importunities  of  his  relatives 
and  nobles  to  attack  the  Spaniards  might  prevail  over 
his  friendship  for  them  and  their  king,  ana  this  would 
entail  not  only  loss  of  life  on  both  sides,  but  the  ruin 
of  the  city.  Thereupon  Cortes  embraced  him  with 
every  appearance  of  deep  devotion,  and  said,  "  Next 
to  my  king  you  shall  be  king;  vast  as  are  your  pos- 
sessions, I  will  make  you  ruler  of  more  and  greater 
provinces.^ 

We  can  imagine  the  words  by  which  the  Spaniards 
might  justify  to  themselves  the  death  of  Quauhpo- 

^  *A  lo  que  entendimos,  6  lo  mas  cierto,  Cortes  aula  dicho  A  Aguilar  la 
lengna,  que  le  dixesse  de  secreto,  que  aunque  Malinche  le  mandasae  salir  de 
la  prision,  que  los  Capitanes  nuestros,  h  solaados  no  queiriamos.*  BemcUDiaz,' 
Hist.Verdad.,  75. 

^  *  Fu6  tanto  el  buen  tratamiento  que  yo  le  hice,  y  el  contentamiento  que 
de  mi  tenia,  que  algunas  vecea  y  muchas  le  acometi  con  su  libertad,  rogdndole 
que  fueae  d  su  casa,  y  me  dijo  todas  las  veces  que  se  lo  decia,  que  ^1  estaba 
bien alii,'  etc.  Cortis^  Cartas,  91.    'No  osaua,  ae  miedo  que  los  suyos  no  le 

matassen per  auer  se  dexado  prender, '  is  one  of  the  suppositions  of  Gomara, 

who  calls  him  a  man  of  little  heart.  Hist.  Mex. ,  129-30.  Peter  Martyr  appears 
to  be  moved  rather  by  pity  for  him.  dec.  v.  cap.  iii.  *  Noli  gli  conveniya  ritor- 
nare  al  bug  piJagio,  mentre  foesero  nella  Gorte  gli  Spagnuoli. '  Clavigero,  Storia 
Mess.,  iii.  102. 
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poca,  but  we  cannot  understand  the  object  in  degrading 
the  emperor  in  the  eyes  of  his  subjects — an  act  which 
they  had  hitherto  been  so  careful  to  avoid — ^unless  it 
was  to  lift  themselves  in  their  own  esteem  and  that 
of  the  natives,  far  above  the  highest  American  princes 
and  powers,  and  to  impress  the  sacredness  of  their 
persons  on  the  minds  of  the  Indians.  Further  than 
this,  they  seemed  to  think  some  punishment  of  the 
emperor  necessary,  either  because  he  had  authorized 
the  Nautla  outrage,  or  because  he  had  countenanced 
it  by  neglecting  to  reprimand  the  perpetrators.  At 
all  events,  the  effect  was  salutary,  so  much  so  that 
Spaniards  were  to  be  seen  wandering  singly  about  the 
country  without  fear  of  molestation.^ 

This  effect,  which  extended  also  to  adjoining  inde- 
pendent provinces,  enabled  Cortes  to  carry  out  the 
long -cherished  project  of  gathering  information  on 
the  condition  of  the  country,  particularly  its  political 
feeling  and  its  mineral  resources.  Montezuma  readily 
gave  the  aid  requested  by  providing  maps  and  officials 
to  guide  the  exploring  parties.  The  first  investigations 
were  directed  to  the  upper  parts  of  Rio  Zacatula  and  to 
Miztecapan,  some  eighty  leagues  south  of  the  capital, 
and  to  the  northern  branches  of  the  Papaloapan, 
whence  most  of  the  gold  was  said  to  come.*     The 

'*  'Como  este  castiffo  se  supo  en  todas  laa  ProuinciAS  de  la  NneoA-Eflopafia, 
temieron,  y  los  pueblofl  de  la  coata,  adonde  mataron  nnestros  soldados, 
bolvferon  &  aervir.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verchd.,  75-6,  commenta  iipon  the 
daring  of  the  Spaniards  in  carrying  out  these  and  similar  high-handed  acts. 
For  a  short  time  after  this,  says  Herrera,  the  soldiers  were  ordered  to  sleep 
on  their  arms,  in  case  of  any  demonstration,  dec.  ii.  lib.  viii.  cap.  ix.  Clavi- 
ffero  regards  the  burning  as  unjustifiable,  since  the  emperor  was  regarded  as 
having  authorized  it.  u  he  was  not  guilty,  the  Spanisjxla  were  ungrateful  to 
treat  him  as  thev  did.  StoriaMess.,  iii.  101.  Robertson  finds  some  excuse 
for  Quauhpopoca  s  punishment,  but  calls  the  humiliation  of  Montezuma  a 
wanton  dispmy  of  power.  Hist,  ^m.,  ii.  63,  453-4.  Presoott,  on  the  other 
hand,  regards  the  humiliation  as  politic,  on  the  ground  that  by  rendering  the 
monarch  contemptible  in  the  e^es  of  his  subjects,  he  was  obliged  to  rely 
more  on  the  Spaniards.  Mex.,  ii.  177.  But  this  would  hardly  have  been 
necessary  since  he  was  in  their  power,  and  considering  that  the  object  of 
keeping  him  so  was  to  control  the  country,  it  would  have  been  better  not  to 
degrade  him. 

'^  *Donde  mas  oro  se  solia  traer,  que  era  de  vna  Provinda  que  se  diza, 

Zacatula de  otra  Provincia,  que  se  dize  Gustepeque,  cerca  de  donde  des- 

embarcamos. . .  .6  que  cerca  de  aquella  Provincia  ay  otras  buenaa  minaa,  en 
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Zacatula  party  was  headed  by  Pilot  Gonzalo  de  Um- 
bria,  in  compensation  perhaps  for  the  loss  of  his  feet 
at  VDla  Hica.     He  returned  before  the  other  parties, 
-within  the  forty  days  allowed  for  the  trip,  and  brought 
about  three  hundred  pesos'  worth  of  gold  dust,  washed 
out  in  dishes  from  three  rivers,  by  order  of  the  ca- 
cique.    Two  chiefs  accompanied  him,  bearing  gold 
presents  of  nearly  the  same  value  as  the  dust,  and 
offering  allegiance  to  the  Spaniards  in  the  name  of 
their  caciques.^  Small  as  was  the  treasure,  it  afforded 
a  substantial  proof  of  the  glowing  report  of  Umbrfa. 
He  had  passed  through  three  beautiful  and  fertile 
provinces,  filled  with  towns  containing  buildings  equal 
to  any  in  Spain.     He  described  a  fortress  finer  in 
appearance  and  stronger  than  the  castle  of  Biirgos, 
and  the  people  of  Tamazulapan  as  most  superior  in 
dress  and  intelligence.^ 

Another  party,  under  one  Pizarro,^proceeded  south- 
eastward, through  Tochtepec  and  Malinaltepec,  both 
of  which  yielded  them  gold  dust  to  the  value  of  about 
three  hundred  pesos.  Cescending  along  the  northern 
fork  of  Papaloapan,  they  reached  the  country  of  the 
Chinantecs,  hostile  to  the  Aztecs  who  had  taken  some 
of  the  border  towns.  Their  independence  had  not 
otherwise  been  affected,  owing  to  their  mountain 
fastnesses,  their  warlike  spirit,  and  their  formidable 
weapons,  which  were  pikes  about  twenty  feet  in  length. 

parte  que  no  son  sujetoa,  que  se  dizen,  los  Chinatecas,  y  Gapotecaa.'  Bemal 
Diaz,  Hitt.  Verdad.,  81.  Montezuma  detailed  two  persons  for  each  of  four 
provinces  where  gold  was  to  he  had,  and  Cort^  gave  two  Spaniards  for  each 
oouj^le.  The  provinces  named  were  Cuzula,  Tamazulapa,  Malinaltepeque, 
Tenu.  CorUa,  CartcUf  92-3.  Of  the  eight  Indians,  four  were  miners  or  gold- 
smi^,  and  the  others  suides.  Oomara,  Hist,  Mex,,  130.  Chimalpain  names 
the  provinces:  Tamaz6ian,  in  upper  Miztecapan,  Malinaltepec  and  Tenich, 
hoth  on  the  same  river,  and  Tututepec,  twelve  leagues  farther,  in  the  Xicayan 
country.  Hist.  Cong.,  i  254r-6. 

^  'Con  tal,  que  los  de  Culda  no  entrassen  en  su  tierra.'  They  were  re- 
aanxred  and  disznissed  with  presents.  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  i. 

"  'Cort^  se  holjgd  tanto  con  el  oro  como  si  fueran  treinta  inil  pesos,  en 
saber  cierto  qne  avia  bueuas  minas.'  Bemal  Diaz  intimates  beside  tnat  Um- 
brfa and  his  two  companions  had  provided  themselves  with  plenty  of  gold. 
But.  Verdad.,  81-2. 

^  A  young  man  of  25  years,  whom  Cort^  treated  as  a  relative.    With  him 
vent  four  Spaniards  who  understood  mining,  and  four  chiefii.  Id. 
H&T.  lUx.,  Vol.  I.   ai 
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They  invited  the  Spaniards  to  enter,  but  would  not 
allow  the  Mexican  escort  to  cross  the  boundary.  The 
guides  warned  Pizarro  not  to  trust  himself  to  what 
they  termed  a  treacherous  people,  but  after  a  brief 
hesitation  he  advanced  and  received  a  hearty  recep- 
tion. Aid  was  given  to  search  for  gold,  of  which 
seven  hundred  pesos'  worth  was  obtain^  from  several 


rivers,  most  of  it  in  rough  grains.*  On  his  return  he 
brought  two  chiefs,  who  bore  presents  of  gold  from 
their  chief  cacique  Cohuatlicamac,  and  tendered  his 
allegiance  on  condition  that  the  Aztecs  should  not 
be  allowed  to  enter  the  country.  Finding  the  inhab- 
itants so  friendly  and  the  province  rich  in  resources, 
Pizarro  left  four  of  his  small  party  behind  to  establish 
cacao  and  maize  plantations  and  to  search  for  more 
gold* 

^ '  En  grano0  crespillos,  porque  dizeron  loe  mineroe,  que  aquello  era  de 
mas  duradenuB  minas  como  de  nacimiento. '  Id.y  82. 

'^  Bemal  Diaz  names  them,  *  Barrietos,  y  Heredia  el  viojo,  y  EBcalona  el 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


OBBAZ  VISITS  THE  COAST.  323 

The  project  appears  to  have  found  favor  with  Cortes, 
who  besought  Montezuma  to  form  plantations  for  the 
king  also  in  his  adjoining  province  of  Malinaltepec. 
This  was  at  once  attended  to,  and  within  two  months 
four  substantial  houses  and  a  vast  reservoir  had  been 
constructed^  and  a  large  tract  of  land  brought  under 
cultivation,  the  improvements  being  valued  at  twenty 
thousand  pesos  de  oro." 

Another  important  object  was  to  find  a  better  har- 
bor than  Villa  Rica,  and  the  emperor  being  consulted, 
he  at  once  ordered  a  map  to  be  made,  which  showed 
very  accurately  not  only  the  rivers  and  inlets  already 
known  to  the  Spaniards,  between  Pdnuco  and  Tabasco, 
but  the  yet  unknown  Rio  Goazacoalco,  beyond  the 
Mexican  border.  This  being  said  to  have  a  large  and 
deep  entrance,  Cortes  availed  himself  of  Ordaz'  offer 
to  examine  it^  Ten  men,  chiefly  sailors  and  pilots, 
and  some  guides,  accompanied  him,  and  authority 
was  given  to  take  escorts  from  the  frontier  garrisons. 
He  proceeded  to  Chalchiuhcuecan  or  San  Juan  de 
Ulua,  and  thence  followed  the  coast  examining  the 
inlets. 

On  reaching  the  frontier  complaints  became  nu- 
merous against  the  native  garrisons  by  reason  of  raids 
and  outrages,  and  supported  by  the  chiefs  who  attended 
him  he  reprimanded  the  commanders,  threatening  them 
with  the  fate  of  Quauhpopoca  unless  they  restrained 
the  troopa  They  used  to  extend  their  raids  into  the 
Goazacoalco  province,  but  were  at  present  somewhat 

mofa,  7  Cervantes  el  chocarrero,'  and  aays  that  Gort^  displeaaed  at  eoldien 
bem£  left  to  raise  fowl  and  cacao,  sent  Alonso  Lnis  to  recall  them.  ffisC,  Verdad. , 
9^}Utrr€ra,  dec.  ii.  lib.  iz.  cap.  L  He  is  evidently  nustaken,  as  shown  by 
his  own  later  text,  for  Cortte  himself  states  that  he  sought  to  form  plantations 
in  that  direction.    The  recall  was  made  later  and  for  a  different  reason. 

SI  <EBtaban  sembradas  sesenta  hanegas  de  maiz  y  dies  de  frijoles,  y  dos 
mil  pite  de  cacap  [cacao]. . .  .hicieron  un  estan^ne  de  agna,  y  en  ^1  pnsieron 
ooimentofl  patos . .  .  y  pnsieron  hasta  mil  y  qninientas  gafiinas. '  Corf^,  Cartas^ 
ii;  Peier  Martyr y  dec.  v.  cap.  iii.  Oviedo  writes  that  farms  were  established 
lor  the  lELDg  in  two  or  three  provinces,  one  in  Chioianta  [Chimantla].  The 
two  Spaniards  left  in  the  latter  were  saved,  but  elsewhere,  subject  to  the 
Axtecs,  they  were  killed  during  the  uprising  ori^pnated  by  Alvarado.  iu.  37& 
l^pia  refers  to  an  expedition  at  this  time  against  a  revolted  province,  80 
iB^goe^ofL  Bel,,  in  Icatbaloeta,  Col. Doc.,  ii  58i. 
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guarded,  owing  to  a  repulse  wherein  a  numVer  of 
comrades  had  perished.** 

Ordaz*  proceedings  served  him  well,  for  Tuchintlec, 
the  cacique  of  this  province,  sent  a  deputation  of 
leading  men  to  extend  a  welcome,  and  furnished 
canoes  and  men  to  aid  in  sounding  the  river.  The 
bar  was  found  to  be  at  least  two  fathoms  and  a  half 
deep  at  low  water,  and  above  this,  for  twelve  leagues, 
the  soundings  showed  fully  five  fathoms,  with  a  pros- 
pect of  an  equal  depth  for  some  distance,  whereupon 
the  pilots  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  channel  might 
be  a  strait  leading  to  the  southern  sea.**  Ordaz  re- 
ceived not  only  presents  of  gold  and  pretty  women 
for  himself,  but  brought  with  him  messengers  bearing 
jewels,  tiger-skins,  feathers,  and  precious  stones  for 
Cortes,  together  with  an  offer  of  allegiance  and  tribute 
similar  to  those  already  tendered  by  the  neighbors  of 
Tabasco.  His  report,  which  extolled  the  agricultural 
resources  as  well  as  the  port,  induced  the  general  to 
send  with  the  returning  messengers  another  party  to 
examine  these  features  more  thoroughly  and  to  test 
the  disposition  of  the  inhabitants.  They  again  sounded 
the  river,  selected  a  town  site,  and  reported  in  favor  of 
a  settlement.  The  cacique  also  expressed  himself  eager 
to  receive  settlers,  and  offered  to  begin  at  once  the  con- 
struction of  houses.  This  decided  Cortes  to  establish 
a  colony  on  the  river,  and  in  April  Juan  Velazquez 
and  Rodrigo  Rangel  set  out  with  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men  to  carry  out  the  project  This,  however, 
was  not  destined  to  be  so  speedily  accomplished.'* 

Meanwhile  Villa  Kica  had  been  a  source  of  no  small 
anxiety  to  Cortes.  He  had  appointed  Alonso  de  Grade 

** '  Por  aqaella  causa  llaman  oy  en  dia,  doode  aqnella  gaeria  paasd,  Cuilo- 
nemiquL'  Bemal  Dicu,  Hist.  Verdad.,  82. 

'^Herreraf  loc.  cit.  'Creyan  lo  que  desaeanan,'  remarka  Qomara^  HtsL 
Mex,y  131. 

**  Cortia,  Cartas^  95, 1 16 ;  Qcmoara^  Hist,  Mex. ,  131-2.  Bemal  Diaz  throws 
bcmbt  on  the  expedition  of  Velasqnez,  but  is  evidently  forgetfnl.  Hist.  Ver- 
dad. ,  81-2.  '  £1  selior  de  la  provinda ....  Ine^  hico  seya  [caaaa]  en  el  aamento 
4  parte  que  para  el  pueblo  se  sefiald.^  Oviedo,  ill.  293.  reter  Martyr  calls  these 
buildings  'Tributaries*  houses.'  dec.  t.  cap.  iii;  Cofiis^* igflsfafewcia,  li.  6,  48, 
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[1  the  vacant  place  of  Escalante^  as  commander  of 
fortress,  and  as  his  lieutenant  in  the  district.  Grado 
a  man  of  agreeable  presence  and  conversation,  and 
L  some  fame  among  his  comrades  as  a  writer  and 
ician,  but  more  of  a  braggart  than  a  soldier,  with  de- 
1  sympathies  in  favor  of  V  elazquez.  Indeed,  Bemal 
s  charges  him  with  having  been  the  ringleader  of 
Dtiutinous  demonstration  at  Tlascala.  Cortes  was 
acquainted  with  the  character  of  the  man;  but  his 
tongue  had  evidently  overcome  the  prudence  of 
general,  or  else  he  preferred  a  less  bold  spirit  than 
Jante's  at  this  post.  "Now,  Sefior  Grado,"  said 
a  handing  him  his  commission,  "here  is  the  ful- 
mt  of  your  long  felt  desire  of  going  to  Villa  Rica. 
3  care  of  the  fort,  treat  the  Indians  well,  and  do 
imdertake  any  expeditions  like  that  of  Escalante, 
ou  may  meet  his  fate."  "In  saying  this,"  adds 
lal  Diaz,  "he  gave  us  soldiers  a  wink,  which  we 
ily  enjoyed,  knowing  well  enough  that  Grado 
id  not  venture  to  do  so,  even  under  penalty  of 
race."  The  office  of  alguacil  mayor,  held  by  the 
er  commander,  was  not  included  in  the  present 
nission,  but  was  given  to  Sandoval,  and  when 
io  remonstrated  he  was  promised  compensation 
le  time. 

a  reaching  Villa  Kica  the  evil  nature  of  the  man 
5  to  the  front.  He  assumed  pompous  demeanor, 
expected  the  settlers  to  serve  him  as  a  great  lord, 
e  the  Totonacs  were  pressed  for  gold  and  female 
5S.  The  fort  and  the  duties  connected  with  it  were 
3cted,  and  the  commander  spent  his  time  in  gor- 
lizing  and  gambling,  not  to  mention  the  secret 
ts  to  undermine  his  general's  influence  and  to  gain 
rents  for  Velazquez.  This  soon  reached  the  ears  of 
^s,  who  felt  not  a  little  annoyed  at  having  trusted 
a  fellow.  He  recognized  the  necessity  of  intrust- 
his  district  to  one  thoroughly  devoted  to  himself, 
J  a  fleet  from  Cuba  might  at  any  moment  arrive 
create  mischief.     .Therefore  he  sent  Sandoval^ 
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who  was  brave  and  prudent,  as  well  as  loyal,  and  with 
him  Pedro  de  Ircio,  a  former  equerry,  of  insinuating 
manners  and  gossiping  tongue,  whom  Sandoval  elevated 
to  a  commanding  position.** 

Grado  was  immediately  sent  up  to  Mexico  under  a 
native  guard,  and  when  he  arrived,  with  hands  tied 
and  a  noose  round  his  neck,  the  soldiers  derided  him, 
while  Cortes  felt  half  inclined  to  hang  the  fellow. 
After  a  few  days'  exposure  in  the  stocks  he  was  re- 
leased, and  soon  his  smooth  persuasion  paved  once 
more  a  way  to  the  favor  of  his  general,  with  whom 
he  became  so  reconciled  as  to  obtain  the  office  of  con- 
tador  not  long  afterward. 

Among  the  instructions  to  Sandoval  was  one  to 
send  to  Mexico  two  shipwrights  with  ship-building 
implements,  also  chains,  iron,  sails,  rope,  compass,  and 
everything  needful  to  fit  out  four  vessels  which  had 
been  placed  on  the  stocks  shortly  after  the  seizure  of 
the  emperor."  The  object  was  to  afford  a  means  for 
the  ready  movement  of  troops  and  for  escape  in  case 
of  an  uprising,  when  the  bridges  would  doubtless  be 
raised.  In  asking  Montezuma  for  aid  to  fell  and  pre- 
pare timber,  it  was  pretended  that  it  was  for  pleasm-e- 
boats  wherewith  to  entertain  him.  Under  the  able 
direction  of  Martin  Lopez  aided  by  Alonso  Nuflez, 
the  master  carpenters,  they  were  completed  within  a 
few  weeks,  and  provided  with  four  guns  and  tiers  of 
oars,  affording  transport  for  three  hundred  men. 

*^  He  had  senred  as  equerry  in  the  noble  houses  of  the  Conde  de  Urefia  and 
Pedro  Qiron,  of  whoee  afiairs  he  was  always  prating.  His  propensity  for  tale- 
telling  lost  him  many  friends,  but  he  managed  to  keep  intimate  with  Sandoval, 
whoee  favors  he  afterward  repaid  with  ingratitude.  BemalDiaz,  ffvd.  VerdwL, 
76,  246.  Gomara  insists  on  naming  him  as  the  oomandante,  but  this  dig- 
nity he  attained  only  after  Sandoval  and  Rangel  had  held  it.  CorUSy  Besideneia, 
i.  256;  TorquemacUiy  i.  456. 

** '  Luego  que  entrd  en  la  dicha  ciudad  di  mucha  priesa  &  facer  ouatro  ber> 

gantines tales  que  podian  echar  trecientos  hombres  en  la  tierra  y  Uevar  los 

caballos.'  Cories,  Cartas^  103;  PeUr  Martyr^  dec.  v.  cap.  iv.  'Quatro  fustas.' 
OomarOj  Hitt,  Mex.y  146.  *Do6  vergantines.'  BemalDiaz,  Hist,  Verdad,,  76. 
The  cedars  of  Tacuba,  numerous  enough  at  this  period,  yielded  much  of  the 
timber,  and  the  slopes  of  Iztaccihuatl  and  Telapon  the  harder  portion  for  mastSy 
keels,  etc.  Mora,  m  8oc.  Hex,  Geog,,  BoUtin,  ix.  901. 
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L  hunting-trip  to  one  of  the  imperial  reserves 
3SS  the  lake  was  at  once  arranged.^  The  largest 
sel  had  been  provided  with  awnings  and  other  com- 
s  for  the  reception  of  Montezuma,  his  suite,  and 
tronff  guard,  while  other  notables  were  accom- 
latea  in  the  other  craft.  A  volley  from  the  guns 
ounced  their  arrival,  and  did  more  probably  to  in- 
e  respect  than  even  the  presence  of  majesty.  The 
iels  were  accompanied  by  a  fleet  of  canoes,  some 
ling  forty  or  more  courtiers,  hunters,  or  attendants, 
were  curious  to  see  how  the  winged  water-houses 
Id  behave,  for  their  immense  size  was  supposed 
ender  them  slow  and  clumsy.  A  fair  breeze  was 
(ring,  however,  and  as  the  large  sails  unfurled,  the 
^Is  boimded  forward  with  a  speed  that  in  a  few 
dents  left  the  occupants  of  the  canoes  far  behind, 
itezuma  was  delighted,  and  the  trip  was  repeated, 
iting  parties  were  Ukewise  formed;  for  the  royal 
ive  enjoyed  the  chase  and  used  the  blow-pipe 
L  great  skill.*" 

En  la  lagana  &  vn  pefiol,  que  estaoa  acotado,  a  no  oasauan  entrar  en  ^1 
tear,  por  muy  principales  que  faeaaen,  so  pena  ae  maerte.'  Bemal  Diaz, 
Verdad,,  78. 
ycUive  Raeesy  ii.  411.    'Qn&do  yua  a  ca^a  de  monteria,  le  llenauan  en 

18,  oonlasguardasdeCastollanoe,  y  tresmillndioeTlaacaltecas Aoom- 

anle  los  senores  sua  vaaaalloa.'  HetTera,  dec.  ii  lib.  yiii.  cap.  iv. 
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CHAPTER  XIX 

POLITICS   AND    EBLIGION. 

1620. 

GaowiKa  Discoictemt  amono  the  Mexigaivb— Cagama's  Conspisact— Ha 
OPENLT  Defies  both  Montezuma  Ain>  Cobt^s — The  Ck>nKciL  ov 
Tepetzinco — Seizttbe  of  Cacama— The  Tezcucan  Ruler  Deposed — 
CuicurrzGATL  Elevated — ^Montezuha  and  ms  People  swear  Tealtt 
to  the  Spanish  Kino — Gathsbino  in  the  Tribute — Division  of 
Spoils — The  Spaniards  Quarrel  over  their  Gold— Unoontrol- 

LABLE    ReUOIOUS    ZeAL— TaXINO   OF   THE    TeMPLB^WRATH   OF   THE 

Mexioans. 

With  their  hand  so  securely  on  the  spring  that 
movQd  a  mighty  empire,  there  is  Httle  wonder  that 
these  Spanish  adventurers  became  soiiiewhat  insolent 
toward  the  people  they  so  injured.  The  Mexicans 
were  not  slow  to  mark  this,  and  there  were  those 
among  them,  and  others  beside  them,  who  began  to 
think  of  taking  matters  into  their  own.  hands,  of 
destroying  the  invaders  and  releasing  the  emperor. 

Montezuma's  occasional  appearance  in  public,  and 
the  assertion  that  he  remained  with  the  Spaniards  of 
his  free-will,  and  because  the  gods  desired  it,  had  for 
a  time  satisfied  the  nobles;  but  the  hard  irons  on 
his  Umbs  and  the  cruel  burning  of  patriotic  men 
had  opened  their  eyes  somewhat  to  the  true  state  of 
affairs.  No  one  knew  when  his  turn  might  come. 
Life  was  insecure  enough  subject  to  the  caprice  of  their 
own  sovereign,  but  the  dark  uncertain  ways  of  these 
emissaries  of  evil  were  past  finding  out.  These  things 
were  thought  of  and  talked  of  in  high  places.  Kace 
aversions  and  the  poUtical  systems  of  the  tripartite 
alUance  caused  more  than  one  party  to  be  formed^ 

(838) 
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L  with  aspirations  that  could  not  be  entertained  by 
others.  The  most  prominent  leader  at  this  time 
Cacama,  who  had  at  first  favored  the  strangers 
leir  character  as  envoys.  And  now  he  began  the 
javor  to  direct  the  movement  of  the  Aztec  nobil- 
but  jealousy  of  Acolhua  influence  rose  uppermost, 
his  efforts  tended  only  to  create  a  reaction  in 
r  of  abiding  by  the  will  of  the  emperor.* 
Ithough  there  were  enough  of  sympathizers  in 
:ico  for  his  purpose,  Cacama  fo.und  that  he  must 
almost  wholly  on  the  northern  provinces,  and  in 
lection  with  Uuitlahuatzin,  Totoquihuatzin  II.  of 
opan,  his  own  brothers,  and  others,  he  organized  a 
piracy  which  had  for  its  aim  the  expulsion  of  the 
aiards  and  the  release  of  his  uncle.  Beneath  this 
harbored  a  design  upon  the  Aztec  throne,  which 
Id  probably  become  vacant;  and  even  if  Cacama 
not  sure  of  gaining  this  for  himself,  he  had  at 
1  the  expectation  of  assuming  the  leadership  of  the 
huac  confederacy.^  He  presented  to  the  council 
le  most  dismal  aspect  the  purposes  of  the  Span- 
3,  who  evidently  sought  to  become  absolute  masters 
reduce  them  all  to  slavery.  It  was  time  to  rise 
eligion  and  liberty.  Their  honor  and  welfare  de- 
ded  it,  and  this  before  the  Spaniards  rendered 
iselves  too  powerful  by  reinforcements  and  al- 
jes.  With  heedless  confidence  he  vaunted  that 
ico  should  be  his  within  a  few  hours  after  setting 
against  her,  for  there  were  many  of  her  citizens 
y  to  aid  in  such  a  work.  Th«  Spaniards  were 
rated,  and  could  effect  little,  surrounded  as  they 
J  on  all  sides,  and  without  other  supplies  than 
e  provided  by  the  Mexicans. 

Visto  por  el  re^  CSacaroa  el  poco  Animo  y  determinacion  de  loe  Mexi- 
se  ■ali6  de  U  ciudad  y  se  fu^  d  U  de  Tezcuco,  para  iontar  bus  gen  tea.' 
oehid,  HigL  Chich.,  298,  and  Torquemada,  i.  459.  But  it  is  doubtful 
er  he  remained  many  days  in  Mexico  after  the  seizure  of  hia  uncle,  if 
I  he  was  there  then. 

emal  Diaz  assumes,  naturally  enough  for  a  Spanish  conqueror,  that  one 
>  main  objects  of  Cacama  was  to  rescue  tne  imperilled  treasures  at 
0.  JlitL  Verdad,,  79-80. 
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The  motives  and  the  necessity  were  recognized, 
though  the  means  proposed  met  with  some  objections; 
but  when  the  question  of  spoils  and  rewards  came 
forward  there  were  still  greater  differences.  Among 
others,  the  brave  and  powerful  lord  of  Matlaltzinco 
advanced  pretensions,  founded  in  part  on  his  close 
relationship  to  Montezuma,  which  Cacama  above  all 
could  not  admit.  The  result  was  disagreement,  fol- 
lowed by  the  withdrawal  of  several  members.' 

No  attempt  had  been  made  to  keep  the  movement, 
or  its  ostensiole  motive,  a  secret  from  Montezuma,  nor 
could  it  have  been  kept  from  him  who  was  the  still 

{)owerful  ruler  of  a  servile  race;  but,  even  if  the  deeper 
ying  aim  was  not  revealed  him,  he  could  not  fail  to 
foresee  the  troubles  that  might  arise,  particularly  under 
such  a  leader.  He  still  hoped  the  Spaniards  would 
soon  leave,  or  that  his  release  might  be  effected  by 
other  means,  for  he  dreaded  a  conflict  with  the  power- 
ful invaders,  involving  perhaps  the  destruction  of  the 
city  and  his  own  death.  He  sent  to  tell  the  con- 
spirators that  they  need  not  concern  themselves  about 
his  imprisonment.  The  Spaniards  had  more  than 
once  proposed  that  he  shoula  return  to  his  own  palace, 
but  the  gods  had  decreed  it  otherwise.  He  could  not 
allow  his  people  to  be  needlessly  exposed  to  war,  or 
his  capital  to  destruction.  Remember  Cholula.  Their 
stay  would  not  be  long. 

This  message  was  not  without  its  effect  even  among 
the  Tezcucans,  for,  although  the  fate  of  the  Aztec 
capital  and  king  ipay  have  concerned  them  but  little, 
there  were  many  who  could  not  forget  that  the  im- 
petuous and  proud  Cacama  had  obtained  the  throne 
oy  favor  of  Montezuma,  to  the  prejudice  of  an  elder 
brother,  Tetlahuehuetquizitzin.  Their  father,  Neza- 
hualpilli,  had  died  in  1515,  without  naming  a  suc- 
cessor, and  the  choice  devolving  on  the  royal  council,  in 

'  'Aun  dezian,  aue  le  venia  de  derecho  el  Beyno,  y  sefiorio  de  Mexicb/ 
However  that  mav  oe,  he  laid  a  claim  to  the  Aztec  throne,  and  Cacama  replied 
that  to  himself  alone  shoald  that  belong.  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  79-80. 
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conjunction  with  the  rulers  of  Mexico  and  Tlacopan, 
Cacama  was  elected.  Cohuanacoch^the  third  brother, 
acquiesced,  but  the  youngest,  the  fiery  Ixtlilxochitl, 
protested  in  favor  of  the  eldest  heir,  and  denounced 
the  selection  as  due  to  Montezuma,  whp  hoped  to 
mould  the  new  king  to  his  own  will  and  so  again  to 
control.  He  even  resorted  to  arms  in  support  of  his 
views,  and  enlisting  the  northern  provinces  in  his 
favor,  after  a  short  campaign  he  obliged  Cacama  to 
consent  to  a  division  of  the  kingdom  with  himself* 

His  ready  success  proved  that  Cacama  had  no  very 
great  hold  on  the  people,  and  now,  when  came  the 
warning  of  Montezuma,  more  than  one  chief  coun- 
selled prudence  from  other  motives  than  fear.  But 
the  king  stamped  all  these  objections  as  cowardly,  and 
appears  even  to  have  placed  under  restraint  several 
of  those  whose  want  of  sympathy  he  had  reason  to 
suspect.*  His  blood  was  hot,  and  relying  on  the 
promises  of  his  supporters,  he  considered  himself 
strong  enough  to  bid  defiance  to  his  opponents.  He 
sent  word  to  his  uncle  that  if  he  had  any  regard  for 
the  dignity  of  his  station  and  the  honor  of  his  person 
and  ancestry,  he  would  not  quietly  submit  to  the 
bondage  imposed  by  a  handful  of  robbers,  who  with 
smooth  tongue  sought  to  cover  their  outrages  against 
him  and  the  gods.  If  he  refused  to  rise  in  defence 
of  his  religion,  throne,  and  liberty,  Cacama  would  not.* 

This  outspoken  utterance  of  the  nephew  whom  he 
had  assisted  to  rulership  amazed  Montezuma  as  much 
as  it  wounded  his  pride,  and  he  no  longer  hesi- 
tated to  take  counsel  with  Cortes,  who  had  already 
obtained   an    inkling   that  something  was   stirring.^ 

*  See  Native  Bacet,  v.  474. 

^  <Mand6  echar  presos  ires  dellos.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad,  80. 

'  'Cacama  le  respondio  nray  agramente,  diziendo  que  si  el  tuuiera  aan^ 
en  d  ojo,  ni  estario  preso,  ni  catiuo  de  quatax)  estranjeroe,'  etc.  Oomara,  HtsL 
Mez„  133. 

'  According  to  Bemal  Diaz  and  Gomara,  Cort^  was  informed  by  Monte- 
smna  before  be  and  Cacama  exchanged  the  severe  messages  referred  to,  and 
that  the  Spaniard  sent  the  first  remon8trance,%ut  the  empi:ror,  as  master,  and 
as  the  person  whom  the  revolt  immediately  concerned,  had  natnrally  to  take 
the  initiative. 
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With  characteristic  promptness  the  latter  suggested 
that,  since  Cacama's  real  object  was  evidently  to  usurp 
the  throne,  a  Mexican  army  should  be  ^iven  to  aid 
the  Spaniards  in  laying  waste  the  territory  of  the 
conspiratoi;^  and  in  capturing  them.  The  emperor 
had  probably  entertained  a  hope  that  the  news  would 
frighten  his  guest  and  make  it  safe  to  urge  a  retreat 
from  Mexico,  thus  ending  the  whole  trouble.  He 
was  therefore  somewhat  startled  by  this  proposal,  the 
true  tenor  of  which  he  well  understood.  He  feared 
a  fratricidal  war  of  doubtful  result,  wherein  he  would 
appear  as  arrayed  against  the  defenders  of  national 
religion  and  liberty;  and  being  now  weak  and  cowed 
he  hesitated  to  arm  at  all,  preferring  peaceful  meas- 
ures. To  this  Cortes  was  not  averse,  for  he  recognized 
on  second  thought  that  aggressive  steps  might  become 
the  signal  for  a  general  uprising  which  would  over- 
whelm him,  since  Aztec  troops  could  never  be  re- 
lied on. 

He  accordingly  sent  messages  to  Cacama,  reminding 
him  of  their  friendly  intercourse,  and  representing  the 
danger  of  offending  the  Spanish  king  by  proceedings 
which  could  only  react  on  himself  and  lead  to  the 
destruction  of  his  kingdom.  Montezuma  supported 
this  by  asking  the  king  to  come  to  Mexico  and 
arrange  the  diflSculty.  Cacama  had  not  gone  so  far 
to  be  restrained  by  what  he  termed  an  empty  threat, 
and  regardless  of  the  warnings  from  a  timid  minority 
he  replied  that  he  knew  not  the  king  of  the  Span- 
iards, and  would  never  accept  the  friendship  of  men 
who  had  oppressed  his  country  and  outraged  his  blood 
and  religion.  He  had  had  enough  of  their  promises, 
but  would  declare  his  determination  when  he  saw 
them.*     To  Montezuma  he  sent  word  that  he  would 

*  Bemal  Diaz,  Hitt,  Verdad,,  79.  He  would  not  hold  friendship  with  him 
who  took  away  his  honor  and  kingdom.  •  The  war  was  for  the  good  of  his 
subjects,  and  in  defence  of  their  land  and  religion.  Before  laying  down  arms 
he  would  avenge  his  uncle  and  his  gods.  He  knew  not  who  was  the  king  of 
the  Spaniards,  nor  would  he  listen  to  him,  much  less  know  him.  Chmara, 
ffi$t,Mex.,lZ2, 
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come,  "not  with  the  hand  on  the  heart,  however, 
but  on  the  sword."* 

There  was  considerable  meaning  in  this  threat,  for 
Cacama  had  with  great  energy  set  about  to  mass  his 
forces  at  Oztoticpac,  and  they  in  conjunction  with 
those  of  his  allies  would  make  a  formidable  host." 
Cortds  was  aware  of  this,  and  seeing  that  no  time  was 
to  be  lost  he  firmly  represented  to  Montezuma  the 
necessity  of  securing  the  person  of  the  king,  openly 
or  by  stealth;  and  when  he  still  hesitated,  the  signifi- 
cant hint  was  given  that  the  Spaniards  would  regard 
a  refusal  with  suspicion.     This  decided  him,  and  he 

Promised  that  it  should  be  done,  if  possible.  Cortes 
roke  forth  in  expressions  of  good -will,  and  again 
offered  him  that  freedom  which  Montezuma  well  mew 
he  would  never  grant. 

In  placing  Cacama  on  the  throne,  the  emperor 
had  seized  the  opportunity  to  introduce  into  the 
Acolhua  government  oflSces  several  creatures  of  his 
own,  who  were  paid  to  maintain  Aztec  influence  in 
the  council"  and  to  watch  operations.  To  these  men 
he  sent  an  order,  weighted  with  presents,  to  seize  the 
king  and  bring  him  to  Mexico."  They  accordingly 
prevailed  on  their  victim  to  hold  a  council  at  Te- 
petzinco  for  finally  arranging  the  campaign.  This 
palace  was  situated  on  the  lake,  near  Tezcuco,  and 
approached  by  canals.  Here  Cacama  was  seized  and 
thrown  into  a  boat  prepared  for  the  occasion,  and 
carried  to  the  Aztec  capital." 

*  'Con  hechizos  le  teniamoB  quitado  an  gran  coia^oa,  y  fnerfa;  6  que  nues- 
tro0  IHoses,  y  la  gran  muffer  de  Castilla. . .  .noa  dilaqnel  gran  poder.^  In  this 
Jast  he  did  not  err,  remarks  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad,^  80. 

»0Ter  100,000  men.  IxUHxochUl,  Hiat.  CMch.,  299. 

^^  'Tenia  en  va  tierra  del  dicho  Cacamazin  mnchas  personas  principales 
que  Tivian  con  ^1  y  lea  daba  va  salario.'  Oortis,  Cartas^  97. 

^'According  to  Bemal  Diaz,  six  chiefs  were  sent  with  the  imperial  signet, 
which  was  to  be  given  to  certain  relatiyes  and  dignitaries  discontented  with 
CMama,  and  they  were  to  seize  him  and  his  council.  Hitt,  Verdad.,  80. 

U'l^unbien  traxeron  otroe  cinoo  presos.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  80. 
'Pfeadieron  al  Cacama  yn  dia,  estando  con  ellos  y  otroe  mnchos  en  consejo 
para  cGsultar  las  coeas  de  la  ffuerra.'  Oomara,  Hist,  Mex.,  133.  According  to 
Lctlilxochitl,  when  Cacama  left  Mexico,  partly  out  of  fear  lest  the  Spauia^s 
should  seize  him  for  promoting  a  revolt  there,  his  brothers  Cohuauacoch  and 
Ixtlilxochiil,  all  now  reconciled,  pretended  to  fall  into  his  views.    IxtUl- 
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Ashamed,  perhaps,  of  his  share  in  the  transaction, 
and  unwilling  to  face  the  taunts  of  the  captive,  Monte- 
zuma refused  to  see  him,  and  he  was  surrendered  to 
Cortes,  who,  regardless  of  royalty,  applied  the  fetters 
as  the  surest  means  against  escape.  ^^  This  seizure 
scattered  the  conspirators  and  their  schemes  to  the 
winds,  and  the  demoralization  was  completed  by  the 
arrest  of  several  of  the  more  important  personages^ 
such  as  the  king  of  Tlacopan  and  the  lords  of  Iztapal- 
apan  and  Coyuhuacan,who  were  also  shackled.^'  Thus 
we  see  that  Montezuma's  captivity  did  not  greatly 
affect  his  power,  since  he  could  so  readily  place  under 
restraint  the  confederate  kings,  in  their  own  prov- 
inces; and  it  was  not  wholly  unwelcome  to  him  to  find 
his  misfortune  shared  by  other  prominent  men^  since 
this  made  his  disgrace  less  conspicuous. 

xochitl  reoommended  TeMtziiioo  M  the  place  beat  soited  for  beginniiig  opera- 
tioDB  on  Mexico,  and  whue  proceeding  to  the  place  in  a  canoe  he  was  carried 
on  to  Mexico  by  his  faithless  orothers.  Without  Ixtlilxochitl's  aid  Montezoma 
and  Gortte  oomd  never  haye  been  able  to  overcome  the  powerful  Cacama,  con- 
cludes the  author.  HiH»  Chick,,  2da-9.  In  his  Relaehnes,  389,  412,  the  same 
author  states  that  Gacama  was  seized  not  for  plotting,  but  because  Ort^  de- 


sired to  secure  so  powerful  a  personsfie.  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg  foUows  the 
former  version,  and  believes  that  Montezuma  favored  the  conspiracy  as  a 
means  to  oblige  ti^e  Spaniards  to  depart.  Hist,  Nat.  Civ. ,  iv.  258.  There  mav 
be  some  truth  in  this  oelief ,  so  far  as  the  beginning  of  the  plot  is  concerned, 
but  it  must  be  considered  that  Montezuma  would  have  preferred  not  to  intrust 
such  a  movement  to  a  probable  rival,  the  ruler  of  a  people  jealous  of  Aztec- 
supremacy,  and  the  ally  of  his  most  hated  enemy,  Lctlilxochitl.  If, 'again, 
Gacama  was  Ms  tool,  the  emperor  would  not  have  had  him  seized,  to  be  exe- 
cuted for  all  he  knew,  when  he  could  have  warned  him  to  flee  or  to  defend 
himself.  Had  IxUilxochitl  surrendered  the  king,  Cortte  would  not  be  likely 
to  give  the  credit  to  Montezuma,  as  he  does.  Cartas,  97-8. 

^*Ocmara,  Hist.  Mex.,  133.  Yet  Bemal  Diaz  assumes  that  Montezuma 
examined  him  and  the  other  prisoners,  '  y  supo  Montezuma  de  los  conciertos 
en  que  andaua,  que  era  al9ar8e  por  seiior.*  liisL  Verdad.,  80.  *  Y  4  cabo  de 
pocos  dias  le  dieron  Garrote  secretamente,'  adds  Torquemada,  L  470,  errone- 
ously. Had  Oort^  fallen  into  his  hands,  the  stone  of  sacrifice  would  speedily 
have  received  him,  and  the  captive  must  acoordinely  have  re^^arded  himseU 
as  mercifully  treated.  The  general  knew  the  value  of  such  promment  hostsges.* 
The  leniency  gained  him  besides  great  credit,  as  Solis  rigntly  assumes.  Ilist. 
Mex.,  ii.  21-2. 

^^  *  En  echo  dias  todos  estuuieron  presos  en  la  cadena  gorda.'  Bemal  Diaz^ 
Hist.  Verdad. ,  80.  This  author  includes  the  lord  of  Matlidtzinco,  who  escaped 
his  pursuers  the  longest,  and  when  finally  brought  before  the  emperor  spoke 
his  mind  so  freely  that  he  would  have  been  consimed  to  the  executioner 
had  not  Gortes  interfered.  Duran  adds  the  lord  of  Xochimilco  instead  of 
the  last  two.  Hi^.  Ind.,  MS.,  ii.  444.  *Piffli6  ancora  il  Ke  di  Tlacopan,  i 
Signori  d'Iztapalapan,  e  di  Gojohuacan,  fratelli  tutti  e  due  del  Re  Motezuma, 
due  figliuoli  di  questo  medesimo  Re,  Itzquauhtzin  Signer  di  Tlateloloo,  un 
Sommo  Sacerdote  di  Messico,  e  pareochj  altri. '  Ctamgero,  Storia  Mess, ,  iii.  107. 
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He  now  resolved,  with  the  approval  of  Cortes,  to 
depose  the  Tezcucan  ruler,  as  a  rebel  against  his 
authority,  and  to  place  on  the  throne  a  more  dutiful 
subject,  a  younger  natural  brother  of  Cacama,  named 
Cuicuetzcatl,"  whom  his  ill-treatment  had  driven  to 
Mexico  for  protection.  The  nomination  was  for  the 
sake  of  appearance  submitted  for  ratification  to  a 
convention  of  loyal  Tezcijcan  chiefs,  many  of  whom 
hoped  no  doubt  to  obtain  greater  influence  under  this 
youth.  The  new  king  was  escorted  to  the  gates  of 
Mexico  by  Cort(5s  and  Montezuma,  and  received  at 
Tezcuco  with  triumphal  arches  and  processions." 

And  now,  with  the  three  confederate  rulers  and  a 
number  of  leading  caciques  in  his  power,  the  great 
king -maker  thought  the  time  had  come  to  exact  a 
formal  acknowledgment  of  Spanish  sovereignty.  He 
reminded  Montezuma  of  his  promises  to  pay  tribute, 
and  demanded  that  he  and  his  vassals  should  tender 
allegiance.  Instead  of  the  objections  expected,  Cortes 
was  surprised  to  hear  a  prompt  acquiescence.  Mon- 
tezuma had  evidently  been  long  prepared  for  the 
demand,  and  said  that  he  would  at  once  convene  his 
chiefs  for  consultation.  Within  little  more  than  a 
week  the  summoned  dignitaries  had  arrived,  and  at  a 
meeting,  attended  by  no  Spaniards  save  the  page,  he 
intimated  to  the  leading  personages,  so  far  as  he  dared 
before  this  witness,  that  the  concession  -demanded  of 
them  was  to  satisfy  the  importunate  jailers.  "The 
gods,  alas!  are  mute,"  concluded  Montezuma;  "but 
by  and  by  they  may  signify  their  will  more  clearly, 

*• '  Se  Ilam6  Don  CarloB.  *  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Vfrdad. ,  80 ;  at  a  later  period, 

most  likely.     '  Snrrionun^  Tocpaxochitl b&tard  de  NezahnalpilU.  *  Biruseur 

de  Baurbourp,  HiMt.  Nat.  Civ.,  iv.  258.  Cortes  calls  him  a  son  of  Cacama, 
Cartas,  98,  but  this  he  afterward  corrects.  The  native  records,  in  Sahaguriy 
Hist.  Oen. ,  ii.  277,  and  in  Ixtlilxochitl,  ignore  him.  The  latter,  indeed,  assumes 
that  Cacama  continued  to  reign,  though  captive  like  Montezuma.  Hist.  Chick., 
299et0eq. 

^'  Herrera  gives  the  speeches  on  the  occasion,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  iii.    *  Era 

mas  bien  quisto,  qtie  no  Cacama Y  Cortes  hazia  reyes,  y  mandaua  con 

tanta  autoridad,  como  si  ya  vuiera  ganado  el  imperio.'  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex., 
133.  Braasenr  de  Bourbourg  assumes  that  Cohuanacoch  and  Ixtlilxochitl  at' 
onoe  managed  to  obtain  control  of  the  weak  youth  and  of  the  government. 
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and  I  will  then  say  what  further  is  to  be  done."" 
All  declared  sorrowfully  that  they  would  do  as  he 
bade^  and  Cortes  was  informed  that  on  the  following 
day  the  required  ceremony  would  take  place. 

On  this  occasion  the  chiefs  mustered  in  force  be- 
fore Montezuma,  who  was  seated  on  a  throne  having 
on  either  side  the  new  king  of  Tezcuco  and  he  of 
Tlacopan.^'  All  being  prepared,  the  Spanish  general 
entered  with  his  captains  and  a  number  of  soldiers. 
The  emperor  now  addressed  his  vassals,  reminding 
them  of  the  relation  so  long  and  happily  maintained 
between  them — as  dutiful  subjects  on  the  one  side, 
and  a  line  of  loving  monarchs  on  the  other.  Com- 
paring the  Quetzalcoatl  myth  and  other  indications 
with  the  advent  of  white  men  from  the  region  of 
the  rising  sun,  he  showed  that  they  must  be  the 
long  expected  race,  sent  to  claim  allegiance  for  their 
king,  to  whom  the  sovereignty  evidently  belonged. 
The  gods  had  willed  it  that  their  generation  should 
repair  the  omission  of  their  ancestors.  "Hence  I 
pray  that  as  you  have  hitherto  held  and  obeyed  me 
as  your  lord,  so  you  will  henceforth  hold  and  obey 
this  great  king,  for  he  is  your  legitimate  ruler,  and  in 
his  place  accept  this  captain  of  his.  All  the  tribute 
and  service 'hitherto  tendered  me  give  to  him,  for  I 
also  have  to  contribute  and  serve  with  all  that  he 
may  require.  In  doing  this  you  will  fxilfil  not  only 
your  duty,  but  give  me  great  pleasure."^ 

His  concluding  words  were  almost  lost  in  the  sobs 
which  his  humiUated  soul  could  no  longer  stifle.  The 
chiefs  were  equally  affected,  and  the  sympathies  even 
of  the  flint-hearted  Spaniards  were  aroused  to  a  degree 
which  moistened  manv  an  eye.  With  some  of  the 
lately  arrived  dignitaries,  who  had  not  had  time  to 

10  <  £1  tiempo  andando  Teremoe  ri  tenemos  otn  mejor  respuesta  de  nuestros 
DioBes,  y  oomo  yieremoB  el  tiempo  aasi  hardmoa. . .  .presto  ob  dir^  lo  que  mas 
no  conuenfla.*  Bernal  Diaz,  BiH,  Verdad.,  81. 

^*The  latter  had  probably  tendered  his  submission  in  order  to  retain  the 
throne.    Ixtlilxochiti  names  Gacama  as  the  Tezcucan  king  present. 

^  CorUa,  CartM,  98-9.  '  Demos  gracias  a  los  dioees,  (}  an  yenido  en  nnestros 
dias  los  q  t&to  desseauamos,'  et  seq.  Oomara,  Hkt.  if  ex.,  134. 
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fully  grasp  the  situation  at  the  capital,  indignation 
struggled  with  grief  at  the  dismal  prospect.  Others 
recalled  the  prophecy  that  the  empire  would  termi- 
nate with  Montezuma,  whose  very  name  appeared 
firaught  with  evil  omen,^^  and  were  quite  reconciled 
to  the  inevitable.  So  were  most  of  them,  for  that 
matter,  either  through  belief  in  the  myth  or  from  a 
sense  of  duty  to  their  master.  One  of  the  eldest 
nobles  broke  the  oppressive  silence  by  declaring  his 
sorrow  at  witnessing  the  grief  of  their  beloved  sov- 
ereign and  hearing  the  announcement  of  coming 
changes.  But  since  the  time  had  come  for  the  ful- 
filment of  divine  decrees,  they,  as  devout  and  dutiful 
subjects,  could  only  submit-  Again  their  grief  broke 
forth,  though  many  a  bitter  glance  was  called  up  by 
the  allusion  to  changes  in  store  for  them.  Observing 
the  bad  impression,  Cortes  hastened  to  assure  them 
that  Montezuma  would  not  only  remain  the  great 
emperor  he  had  always  been,  and  his  vassals  be  con- 
firmed in  their  dignities  and  possessions,  but  that 
their  domain  and  power  would  be  increased.  The 
changes  proposed  were  merely  intended  to  stop  wars, 
to  enlighten  them  on  matters  with  which  they  were 
as  yet  unacquainted,  and  to  promote  general  welfare. 
One  after  another,  beginning  with  Montezuma,  they 
now  swore  allegiance,  and  gave  promise  of  service  and 
tribute,  after  which  they  were  dismissed  with  thanks 
for  their  compUance." 

'^  'Tenia  del  oraculo  de  bus  dioses  respuesta  muchas  vezes. . .  .q  perderia 
la  aiUa  alos  ocho  afioe  de  sa  reynado,  y  q  por  esto  nunca  quiso  hazer  guerra  a 

loB  Espafloles, Bien  que  por  otro  cabo  lo  tenia  por  burla,  pues  auia  mas 

dezifliete  afios  q  era  rey.*  OoTnara,  Hist,  Mex.,  134-5;  Acosta,  Hist.  Ind., 
502-3. 

*»  CorUs,  Cartcu,  91, 98-9 ;  Herrtra,  dec.  ii.  Hb.  ix.  <jap.  iv. ;  Tapia,  Rel ,  in 
Icaabalceta,  CoL  Doc,,  ii.  580-1.  The  idlegiance  was  tendered  before  Secretary 
Pedro  Fernandez.  Bemnl  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad,,  81.  Soliftajwumes  that  Monte- 
zuma of  his  own  accord  offered  allegiance  and  tribute,  in  the  hope  that  this 
would  fill  the  measure  of  the  Spaniards*  expectations  and  cause  them  to  depart. 
In  that  case  the  general  grief  must  have  been  well  counterfeited.  He  refinrds 
this  act  as  giving  legality  to  the  conquest.  Hist,  Mex.,  ii.  23-32.  rres- 
oott  supposes  that  the  suomission  was  prompted  less  by  fear  than  by  con- 
science— conscientious  obedience  to  the  myth.  Mex,,  ii.  198.  Oviedo  looks 
on  the  tears  as  evidence  of  unwillingness,  and  thinks  that  either  the  emperor 
was  very  pumllanimous,  or  the  will  of  God  clearly  manifest,  iii.  297.  Ac- 
Hm.  M9X.,  Yoi*.  I.    23 
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The  submission  of  the  sovereigns  appears  to  have 
been  quietly  accepted  throughout  the  country,  and 
the  impunity  with  which  even  single  Spaniards  moved 
about  shows  that  no  hostility  had  been  aroused  by  the 
act,  in  the  provinces  at  least.  Evidently  the  people 
hovered  between  fear  of  men  who  so  few  in  number 
could  yet  perform  so  great  achievements,  and  awe  of 
divine  will  as  indicated  by  the  prophecies  and  tradi- 
tions. Cortes  was  not  slow  in  making  use  of  his  new 
power  by  representing  to  the  emperor  that,  his  king 
being  in  need  of  gold  for  certain  projects,  it  would  l^ 
well  for  the  new  vassals  to  begin  tribute  payments  as 
an  earnest  of  their  loyalty.  Montezuma  had  expected 
this,  and  it  was  readily  agreed  that  he  should  send 
officers,  accompanied  by  Spaniards,  to  the  different 
provinces  and  towns  of  the  empire  for  contributions.^ 
These  demands  were  met  with  more  or  less  alacrity, 
and  in  poured  gold  and  silver,  in  dust,  and  quoits,  and 
leaves,  and  trinkets,  which  formed  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent a  medium  for  trade.  Many  towns  remote  from 
the  mines  had  nothing  to  offer  save  a  few  jewels,  which 
were  perhaps  heirlooms  among  the  chiefs.^ 

cording  to  Ixtlilxochitl  the  kings  and  caciqueB  were  required  to  leave  hostage! 
for  the  observance  of  their  oath.  *Cacama,  y  con  6\  bus  dos  hermanos,  Cohuana- 
oochtzin  y  Ixtlilxochitl,  segun  las  relaciones  y  pinturas  de  Tezcuco,  dieron  en 
rehenes  il  cuatro  hermanos  suyos  y  otras  tantas  hermanas.*  He  names  the 
brothers,  and  states  that  Montezuma  also  had  to  leave  sons  and  brothers.  Hist. 
C}ixch.,  299-300.  Brasseur  de  Bonrbourg  supposes,  from  a  reseniblajice  in  the 
surname  of  the  new  king  of  Tezcuco  to  that  of  one  of  his  brothers'  hostages, 
that  he  Had  already  been  forced  to  abdicate  in  favor  of  Cohuanacoch  and 
Ixtlilxochitl,  and  surrender  himself  to  the  Spaniards.  One  of  his  sisters, 
baptized  as  Doiia  Juana,  became  the  mistress  of  Cortes,  as  Ixtlilxochitl 
observes,  and  'perit  dans  la  nuit  de  la  retraite,  enceinte  du  fait  de  Cort6s.' 
Hist,  Nat.  Civ.,  iv.  262.  The  readiness  with  which  Spaniards  ventured,  often 
singly,  all  over  the  country  to  exact  tribute  and  to  inquire  into  resources  and 
the  condition  of  affairs,  would  indicate  that  the  prudent  general  had  taken 
the  precaution  of  obtaining  living  guarantees. 

^  *Luego  mand6  que  le  diese  los  espafioles  que  ^ueria  enviar,  y  de  dos  en 
dos  y  de  cinco  en  cinco  los  reparti6  para  muchas  provmcias  y  ciudatdes.'  Cort^, 
Cartas,  100. 

**  According  to  the  Tezcucan  records,  twenty  Spaniards  were  sent  with  two 
of  the  king's  brothers,  Nezahualquentzin  and  Tetlahuehuezquititzin,  to  collect 
the  tribute  of  that  city.  As  they  were  leaving  Mexico,  Montezuma  despatched 
a  messenger  to  Uie  former  prince,  enjoining  him  to  treat  the  Spaniards 
well  and  to  obtain  a  large  smn.  This  whispered  advice  wa£  assumed  by  the 
Spaniards  to  hide  a  plot,  and  laying  violent  hands  on  the  pnnce,  the  leader 
carried  him  to  Cort^,  who  had  him  hanged  at  once.    The  king  was  of 
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When  the  collectors  returned,  Montezuma  summoned 
e  Spanish  leaders,  and  surrendered  what  they  had 
ought.    In  addition  to  this,  he  offered  them  the  treas- 

ne  deeply  grieTed,  but  dared  not  say  anything.  Guided  by  another 
ther,  Tepacxochitzin,  the  Spaniards  reached  Tezcuco,  and  behaved  out- 
eooaly.  With  the  aid  of  Ixtlilxochitl  they  seized  the  contents  of  the  royal 
laury,  filling  with  the  gold  a  chest  two  fathoms  in  height  and  length,  and 
in  width.  After  this  they  compelled  the  chiefs  to  contribute  as  much 
■e.  Ixtlilxochitl  assumes  that  Cacama  is  the  king,  and  that  the  deed 
orred  before  allegiance  was  sworn,  and  seven  weeks  after  the  Spaniards' 
val  at  Mexico.  Hist,  Chick,,  298;  Id.,  Bel.,  388-9,  411-12.  Brasseur  de 
irbourg  repeats  this  story  in  substance,  though  he  corrects  it  by  stating 
t  Montezuma  interfered  and  saved  the  prince.  Hist.  Nat.  Civ.,  iv.  232-3. 
Tera  writes  that  *  the  servant '  sent  to  guide  the  Spaniards  disappeared  on 
way.  He  was  caught  and  hanged  by  order  of  Cacama,  who  gave  them  a 
■e  tmsty  attendant.  They  were  received  at  Tezcuco  with  great  pomp,  and 
sented  with  female  slaves.  A  large  amount  of  gold,  pearls,  and  other 
lables  was  obtained,  and  80  carriers  were  sent  to  Mexico  laden  with 
ey,  which  Ck>rt6s  distributed,  while  he  kept  the  treasures,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix. 
.  i.  According  to  Vazquez  de  Tapia,  15,000  pesos  in  ffold  were  obtained 
a  Tezcuco,  beside  some  jewels  and  cloth.  Not  satisfied  with  this,  Gort^ 
i  Cacama  in  charge  of  Alvarado  to  exact  more.  But  little  being  obtained, 
ing  pitch  was  applied  to  the  stomach  of  Cacama  before  he  was  sent  back 
lexico.  Alvarado  denies  this  outrage.  Jiamirez,  Proceao  contra  Alvarado, 
5-6,65. 

Fernando  de  Alva  Cort^  Ixtlilxochitl  claims  our  attention  as  a  native 
orian  who  has  labored  zealously  to  vindicate  the  glorious  antecedents  of 
race,  particularly  the  Aoolhuas,  whose  loyal  devotion  to  the  Spanish  in- 
ers  he  advocates  with  an  enthusiasm  as  unblushing  as  it  is  inconsistent, 
chief  hero  of  the  theme  is  his  ancestor  and  namesake.  King  Ixtlilxochitl, 
great  great  grandfather,  according  to  Mufioz'  genealogic  list.  Little  good 
derived  from  this  calculated  zeal,  for  at  Alva^s  birth,  in  about  1568,  the 
ily  estate  had  dwindled  to  small  proportions,  while  the  tribute  exemption 
ch  testified  to  royal  descent  expired  not  many  years  later.  After  a  course 
be  Santa  Cruz  CoUese  Alva  figured  as  interpreter  to  the  native  tribunal  of 
viceroy.  The  death  of  the  eldest  brother  brought  lawsuits  which  threat- 
1  to  impoverish  him,  but  urgent  representation  procured,  in  1602,  a  cedula 
tgniziiig  him  as  heir  to  the  family  property.  Florencia,  La  EstreUa,  103  etc. ; 
*rra  Tanco,  FelicidadM(^.y49;  Ouaaalupfi,  Co/.,  551 ;  Panes,  TeatroNueva- 
oRa,  MSS.  The  requirements  of  the  suit  called  forth  more  than  one 
lis  writings,  which  had  in  view  to  establish  both  his  own  title  and  the 
ens  of  his  family.  Their  research  and  style  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
roy,  who  encouraged  him  to  continue  a  task  for  which  he  was  so  well 
td,  not  only  by  his  Spanish  and  Aztec  studies,  but  as  a  native  to  whom 
countrymen  would  readily  communicate  their  views  and  traditions,  and  as 
possessor  of  a  vast  family  archive.  The  command  accorded  with  his  in- 
adon  and  improved  fortune,  and  a  number  of  pieces  were  produced,  which 
r  his  death,  about  1648,  passed  to  the  Jesuit  college,  Ciavigero,  Storia 
».,  L  10,  and  thence  to  the  Archivo  General,  where  they  form  volumes 
md  xiii. 

Fhe  most  complete  list  of  his  works  is  given  in  Dice.  Univ. ,  iv. ;  that  by 
urini  is  nearly  as  full,  Catalogo,  2  etc.;  Beristain,  Bihl.,  *Alva,'  gives  it 
so,  and  Clavigero's  is  still  briefer,  while  Pinelo,  Epitome,  ii.  608,  makea 
ely  a  general  allusion.  Kingsborough,  on  the  other  hand,  offers  an  almost 
ipfete  reproduction  of  the  writings  in  volume  ix.  of  his  Mex.  Antiq.  The 
(est  and  most  important  is  the  Historia  Chichimeca,  dedicated  to  the 
Toy,  in  95  chapters,  of  which  the  first*  76  treat  of  the  rise  and  progress  of 
Ghichimec  empire,  represented  at  the  conquest  by  the  Acolhuas,  and  of 
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ures  kept  in  his  own  palace,  regretting  that  he  had  not 
more  to  give;  but  previous  offerings  had  diminished 
what  he  possessed.  "When  you  transmit  it  to  your 
king,"  he  said,  "  tell  him  that  it  comes  from  his  good 

its  ffloriefl  aa  inherited  by  his  anoefltors,  the  kings  of  Tezcuoo.    The  remaining 
10  cnapters  relate  to  the  conquest  by  the  Spaniards,  and  are  incomplete,    n 
is  the  most  carefully  written  of  the  series,  elaborated  partly  from  previous 
manuscripts,  partly  from  fresh  researches,  while  the  account  of  the  conquest 
rests  also  on  the  testimony  of  eye-witnesses,  rfiinforced  by  additions  from 
€k)maia  and  other  sources,  as  he  admits  on  pp.  300,  303.     An  allusion  to 
Torquemada  shows  that  it  could  not  have  been  completed  before  1615,  and  it 
was  probably  Ms  last  work.     More  than  one  copy  is  extant,  from  one  of 
which  Temaux-Gompans  printed  a  French  translation,  while  the  best  issue, 
that  of  Kinffsborough,  is  after  a  copy  from  Veytia.     The  material  has  been 
largely  used,  and  Veytia's  HisL  Ant.  Mfj,  may  be  said  to  rest  upon  it.     The 
more  important  of  the  other  writings  are,  Sumaria  Relacum  de  tocUu  Uls  cosob 
en  la  KuevarExpifia^  y  que  lot  tmUcas  alcanzaron,  in  6    relations,   which 
treat  of  the  mythical  period  from  the  creation  of  the  world,  according  to 
natiTO  tradition,  to  the  fall  of  the  Toltecs ;  HiUoria  de  lot  Senores  Cfuchimeccu, 
in  12  relations,    which  brings  the  history  down  to  the  Spanish  conquest; 
NoCicieu  de  lot  pobladoret  y  nacionet  de  Nueva  EttpaHa,  in  13  relations  ;  the 
first  12  quite  short,  and  re£&ting  to  native  peoples;  the  last  of  considerable 
length,  and  dwelling  on  the  conquest.     C^los  Maria  de  Bnstamante  pub- 
lished the  13th  relation  in  separate  form,  to  which,  under  an  excess  of  patriotic 
zeal,  he  gave  the  abnormal  title  of  Horriblet  (Jmeldadet  de  lot  Conquitta- 
dorety  Mexico,  1829.     Notes  were  appended,  and  considerable  liberties  taken 
with  text,  so  as  to  increase  the  odium  against  the  conquerors.     Temaux- 
Compans  included  a  French  translation  of  it  in  his  collection.     Kingsborough 
has  printed  eleven  shorter  pieces  by  IxUilxochitl,  and  a  few  roor<»  are  at- 
tributed to  his  pen,  as  a  translation  of  Nezahualcoyotrs  poems,  a  tragmeht  of 
the  same  king's  biography,  and  a  history  of  the  Virgin  of  Guadalupe ;  but 
the  last  two  are  doubtfuL     Several  of  the  pieces  are  mere  repetitions  and 
«ummaries  under  different  titles,   connectea  with  the  author  s  pleadings, 
while  the  13th  relation  may  be  termed  a  cleverly  prepared  biography  of  his 
ffreat  namesake,  from  the  exaggerated  prominence  given  to  his  services  for  the 
Spanish  cause.     Presoott's  several  blunders  on  this  and  other  points  are  prob- 
ablydue  as  much  to  a  want  of  access  to  sufficient  material  as  to  a  hasty  study. 
Throughout  these  writings  are  evidences  of  the  patriotic  spirit  which 
prompted  Ixtlilxochitl  in  the  study  and  translation  of  the  painted  records  of 
his  people ;  and  every  now  and  then  gleams  forth  a  very  natural  hatred  of 
the  Spanish  oppressor,  so  marked  indeed  as  once  to  caU  forth  the  condemna- 
tion of  an  official  censor.     Otherwise  the  narrative  of  events  connected  with 
the  conquerors  are  closely  masked;  for  the  sake  of  private  aims  and  the  com- 
mon fear  of  the  white  masters.     As  a  consequence  many  troublesome  facts 
are  hidden  and  many  questions  smoothed  to  the  detriment  of  history.     The 
narratives  are  idso  extremely  confusing  in  dates,  and  to  a  creat  extent  in 
arrangement,  while  the  interest  is  diminished  hj  trivial  oetails  and  im- 
srobaole  stories.    But  these  were  the  faults  of  his  time  rather  than  of  himself. 
He  did  wonderfully  well  in  grappling  with  misty  traditions,  enveloped  as 
they  were  in  the  intricate  mazes  oi  hieroglyphics.     And  he  is  justiy  entitied 
to  our  admiration,  and  to  the  gratitude  of  his  countrymen,  for  rescuing  from 
now  unattainable  sources  so  lu:ge  a  mass  of  material  to  illustrate  the  glories 
of    his  race.    Bis  style  indicates  a  scholar  from  whom  even  his  Spanish 
contemporaries  micht  have  taken  lessons,  for  the  language  is  exoeedingly 
clear  for  this  period,  and  full  of  graceful  sentences  and  striking  descriptionai 
rendering  him  not  unworthy  to  be  called  the  Livy  and  the  Cicero  of  An^Knan, 
AS  Prescott  and  Bustamante  respectively  entiUe  him. 
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jsal,  Montezuma."  He  requested  that  certain  fine 
ilchiuite  stones,  each  valued  at  two  loads  of  gold, 
i  some  finely  chased  and  inlaid  blow-pipes,  should 
given  to  the  king  alone.*  This  liberality  evoked 
5  most  profound  protestations  of  gratitude,  as  may 
supposed,  for  they  had  not  expected  so  great  an 
lition  to  the  glittering  heaps  already  in  their  pos- 
sion.  Tapia  and  another  oflScer  were  despatched 
all  haste  with  the  imperial  mayordomo  to  receive 

treasure.  It  was  stored  in  a  hall  and  two  smaller 
Lmbers  of  the  aviary  building,** and  consisted  of  gold, 
er,  and  precious  stones,  in  setting  and  in  separate 
Hy  with  feathers,  robes,  and  other  articles,  all  of 
ich  were  transferred  to  the  Spanish  quarters.*' 
rhese  valuables,  together  with  the  collections  from 

provinces  and  the  previously  surrendered  treasures 
A^xayacatl,  were  given  to  Cortds,  who  placed  them 
charge  of  the  treasurer,  Gonzalo  Mejia,  and  the 
tador,  Alonso  de  Avila.  The  famed  smiths  of 
^apuzalco  were  called  in  to  separate  the  gold  and 
er  settings  from  the  jewels  of  less  delicacy  and 
uty,  which  it  had  been  determined  to  melt.  This 
k  about  three  days.  They  were  then  melted  into 
3,  three  fingers  in  breadth,  and  stamped  with  the 
aJ  arms.*     Iron  weights  were  made  of  one  arroba 

downward,  not  very  exact,  it  seems,  yet  suitable 

the  purpose,  and  with  these  the  value  of  the 
ted  gold  was  found  to  be  somewhat  over  162,000 
>8  de  oro,  according  to  Cortes'  statement;  the  silver 

Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad.,  83»  gives  a  descriptioii  of  these  and  other 
ata. 

*  Que  se  Uamaba  Totocalco.*  Sahagun,  Hist.  Conq.,  26. 
Tapia,  Rel.,  in  Icazhalceta,  Col.  Doc,  ii.  581 ;  Oomara,  Hist,  Mex,,  135; 
f7-a,  d^c.  it  lih.  ix.  cap.  iv.  Bemal  Diaz  assumes  that  the  Axayacatl 
ires  were  those  now  given ;  bnt  the  testimony  of  the  eye-witnesses,  Tapia 
)jeda,  confirmed  and  accepted  by  Gomara  and  Herrera,  shows  that  they 
given  on  a  previous  occasion  already  referred  to.  Still,  Bemal  Diaz 
mention  that  after  the  melting  of  the  rougher  jewels  new  presents  came 
Montezuma.  Hist.  Verdad. ,  82-3.  He  is  very  confusing,  however,  in  his 
nt  of  the  treasures  generally ;  and  Clavigero,  Prescott,  and  others,  have 
ed  themselves  to  foUow  him  too  closely  in  tMs  and  other  instances. 
*Como  de  vn  Real,  y  del  tamafio  de  vn  toston  de  a  quatro.'  Bemal  Diaa^ 
Verdad,,  83. 
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weighed  over  500  marcos,  and  the  unbroken  jewels 
and  other  effects  were  estimated  at  over  500,000  du- 
cats, not  counting  the  workmanship."  The  jewels 
were  set  with  feathers,  pearls,  and  precious  stones, 
fashioned  chiefly  in  animal  forms,  "so  perfect  as  to 
appear  natural."  A  number  of  trinkets  for  the  royal 
share  had  also  been  fashioned  by  the  goldsmiths  after 
designs  by  the  Spaniards,  such  as  saintly  images, 
crucifixes,  bracelets,  and  chains,  all  made  with  won- 
derful fidelity  to  originals.     The  silver  for  the  same 

»  Probama  de  LejaXde,  in  Icasbalceta,  Col  Doc,,  i.  421-2.  Cort^  Cartas 
100-1,  is  not  BO  explicit  with  regard  to  the  latter  figure,  saying  merely  that 
he  had  set  apart  lor  the  kin^  unbroken  jewels  and  other  objects  valued  at 
over  100,000  ducats ;  but,  since  this  figure  comes  in  connection  with  the 
account  of  one  fifth  of  all  the  treasures  reserved  for  the  sovereign,  it  may  be 
assumed  that  the  100,000  formed  also  a  fifth  of  the  unbroken  lot.  This,  con- 
sisting to  a  great  extent  of  precious  stones,  pearls,  cotton,  and  other  effects, 
could  not  have  all  been  zeserved  for  the  king.  It  seems  besides  improbable 
that  so  large  a  proportion  of  treasure  as  100,000  ducats  should  a  second 
time  have  Deen  taken  from  the  soldiers,  even  if  Montezuma  had  destined 
them  especially  for  their  ruler.  All  the  treasures  and  gifts  acquired  were 
obtained  bv  the  efforts  of  the  expedition,  and  were  always  regarded  as  a  part 
of  its  fund.  Yet  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  135-6,  who  had  the  statements  of 
Cort^  and  others  at  his  disposal,  writes  that  the  100,000  lot  was  selected 
from  the  treasures,  previous  to  melting,  in  order  to  form  a  present  for  the 
kins  in  connection  with  the  one  fifth.  Bemal  Diaz  writes  confusedlv  that 
the  neaps  of  unmelted  gold  from  which  feathers  and  other  settings  haa  been 
removed  were  valued  at  600,000  pesos.  'This  did  not  include  the  plates, 
quoits,  and  dust  of  gold,  nor  the  silver  and  other  treasures.'  A  few  lines 
further  he  says  that  the  royal  officials  declared  the  gold,  melted,  and  in 
quoits,  dust,  and  jewels,  to  be  worth  over  600,000  pesos,  beside  the  silver  and 
many  jewels  not  valued.  From  these  lots  the  distribution  was  made  for  king 
and  expedition.  Many  soldiers  declared  that  the  original  amount  was  larger, 
one  third  having  been  abstracted  by  the  leaders.  Hut,  Verdad.,  S3.  The 
marginal  print  in  this  authority  calls  the  above  sums  pesos  de  oro,  which 
increases  the  value  three  times.  Confusing  as  this  version  is,  it  confirms 
at  any  rate  the  supposition  that  the  unbroken  jewels  were  also  divided 
among  the  members  of  the  expedition.  Prescott  estimates  the  whole 
treasure  in  the  money  value  of  his  time  at  96,300,000,  which  may  be 
accepted  as  sufficiently  approximate.  See  Mex.,  ii.  202-5.  Robertson  ac- 
cepts Bemal  Diaz*  last  estimate  in  pesos,  which  is  e<}uivalent  to  about 
two  fifths  of  Prescott's.  The  small  proportion  of  silver  indicates  how  little 
the  natives  understood  and  resorted  to  mining,  and  how  insignificant  a  por- 
tion of  the  metallic  wealth  of  the  coimtry  was  represented  by  the  treasures 
80  far  acquired.  Gold  was  obtained  from  loose  and  shallow  alluvial  de- 
posits in  and  near  the  rivers,  and  it  was  only  in  the  extraction  of  tin  and 
copper  that  the  Indians  exhibited  an  advance  in  the  art  of  mining.  Robertson 
is  wrong  in  assuming  that  gold  was  not  used  as  a  trade  medium;  still,  it  was 
only  partly  so,  and  it  was  chiefly  sought  for  ornaments.  The  rarity  of  silver 
made  this  metal  far  more  valuable  than  in  Europe,  and  the  stones  most 
esteemed  were  regarded  by  the  Spaniards  as  so  many  pebbles.  For  an  account 
of  mines,  metals,  and  money  among  the  Aztecs,  see  Native  Hacts,  ii.  In 
voL  i.  chap.  iii.  note  8  of  the  Central  American  division  of  the  present  woi^ 
IM  given  information  on  the  currency  of  this  period. 
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bare  was  made  into  plates,  spoons,  and  similar  arti- 
les.  The  feathers  presented  a  brilliant  variety  of 
olors  and  forms,  and  the  cotton,  some  of  the  most 
elicate  texture  and  color,  was  both  plain  and  em- 
roidered,  and  made  into  robes,  tapestry,  covers,  and 
ther  articles.  Turquoises,  pearls,  toys,  and  trinkets 
rere  also  among  the  treasures.** 
Cortes  proposed  to  defer  the  distribution  till  more 
old  and  better  weights  were  obtained;  but  the  men, 
^ho  with  good  reason,  perhaps,  suspected  that  a  delay 
light  diminish  rather  than  increase  the  treasures, 
lamored  for  an  immediate  division.  The  troops  were 
ccordingly  called,  and  in  their  presence  the  partition 
^as  made:  first  of  the  royal  fifth ;*^  then  of  the  fifth 
romised  to  Cortds  when  appointed  captain -general; 
fler  this  a  large  sum  was  set  apart  to  cover  expen- 
itures  by  Cortds  and  Velazquez  on  the  fleet  and  its 
iitfit,  and  the  value  of  the  horses  killed  during  the 
impaign,^  and  another  sum  for  the  expenses  and 
lares  of  the  procuradores  in  Spain,  while  double  or 
fecial  shares  were  assigned  to  the  priests,  the  cap- 
lins,  those  owning  horses,  and  the  men  with  fire-arms 
id  cross-bows.^  After  all  these  deductions  but  little 
jmained  for  the  rank  and  file — a  hundred  pesos,  if 
e  may  credit  Bernal  Diaz.^    This,  many  indignantly 

"^  For  a  description,  aee  CorUs,  Caricu^  100-1;  Ckymara^  Hui.  Mex.^  135-6; 
^rrera,  dec.  ii  lib.  ix.  cap.  iv.;  Peter  Martyr ^  dec.  v.  cap.  iii.;  Oviedo,  iiL 
8-9. 

"  Consisting  of  32,400  and  odd  pesos  de  oro  of  melted  gold;  100,000  ducats' 
»rth  of  unbroken  jewels,  feathers,  etc. ;  and  100  and  more  morcos  of  silver. 
rtcs.  Cartas^  100-1.  'Lo  dieron  6  entresaron  d  Alonso  de  Escobar.'  Pro- 
nsa  de  Lejalde,  in  Icashalcetaj  Col.  Doc. ,  i.  422. 

^  The  expenditures  were  represented  largely  by  a  number  of  unpaid  notes 

hand  issued  by  the  captain-general  to  the  owners  of  vessels,  provisions, 
d  arms,  and  held  for  the  most  part  by  captains  and  leading  members  of  the 
rty.  Many  of  the  names  and  claims  are  given  in  Probanza  de  LejcUde,  in 
izffolceta.  Col.  Doe,,  L  411  et  seq. 

^  Bernal  Diaz  appears  to  say  that  all  these  men,  from  priests  to  archers, 
reived  double  rates.  Hist.  Verdad. ,  83-4,  and  Herrera  so  accepts  it,  dec.  ii. 
'.  ix.  cap.  v.;  but  this  seems  unequal.  In  the  Probariza  de  Lejodde^  in 
izbcUceta,  CoL  Doc.,  i.  411  et  seq.,  a  number  of  special  payments  are  men- 
ned,  and  also  wages  for  sailors. 

'* '  Soldados  huuo  q  tomaron  sus  partes  a  cien  pesos.'  Bernal  Dku,  Hist, 
rdnd.,  84.  But  this  sum  may  mean  pesos  de  oro,  which  according  to  the 
.calation  accepted  represents  nearly  $1200. 
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refused  to  accept;  others  took  it,  but  joined  in  the 
clamors  of  the  discontented. 

It  is  almost  too  much  to  ask  of  vultures  not  to 
quarrel  over  their  prey.  The  murmur  against  the 
royal  fifth  was  loud  enough,  but  the  second  fifth 
for  Cortds  raised  quite  an  outcry.  "Are  we  to  have 
a  second  king?"  they  asked.  Others  inquired,  "For 
whose  fleet  are  we  paying?"  They  further  wished  to 
know  whether  the  fame  and  promotion  acquired  for 
the  general  by  his  men  could  not  satisfy  some  of  his 
claims,  for  the  present,  at  least.  Thev  had  once  before 
surrendered  hard-earned  money  to  please  him  and  to 
promote  his  credit  with  the  king,  and  now,  when  they 
had  been  led  to  expect  reward,  it  was  again  snatched 
from  them.  Some  said  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
treasures  had  been  secured  by  Cortes  ana  his  favorites 
before  the  distribution  began;  and  the  value  of  the 
heavy  gold  chains  and  other  ornaments  displayed  by 
them  was  significantly  pointed  at  as  out  of  proportion 
to  their  share. 

The  suspicion  was  confirmed  by  a  quarrel  which 
occurred  shortly  after  between  Velazquez  de  Leon  and 
Treasurer  Mejfa  respecting  the  payment  of  the  royal 
fifth  on  certain  unbroken  jewels  found  in  Velazquez* 
possession,  and  received  by  him  before  the  apportion- 
ment. It  was  enough,  said  Mejfa,  for  Cortes  to  ap- 
propriate unassessed  treasures.  Velazquez  refusing  to 
comply,  they  came  to  blows,  and  if  friends  had  not 
interfered  there  might  have  been  an  oflScer  or  twa 
less  in  the  camp.  As  it  was,  both  received  slight 
wounds,  and  subsequently  shackles.  Mejia  was  re- 
leased within  a  few  hours;  but  his  antagonist  retained 
the  fetters  for  two  days,  persuaded  to  submit  with 
grace  thereto  by  Cortes,  it  was  said,  in  order  to  allay 
suspicions  and  to  show  that  the  general  could  be  just,, 
even  when  it  affected  a  firiend.*' 

^  *  Cortes,  so  color  de  faazer  justicia,  porq  todos  le  temiessemoe,  en  oon 
gmndes  mafias.  *    It  appears  that  Mejia,  on  heajing  the  men  oomplai^  sp<A» 
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Finding  that  the  murmurs  were  becoming  serious, 
0Tt6B  brought  his  soothing  eloquence  to  bear  upon 
e  troubled  spirits.  He  represented  that  all  his 
oughts,  eflforts,  and  possessions  were  for  the  honor 
his  God,  his  king,  and  his  companions.  With  them 
J  had  shared  every  danger  and  hardship,  and  for 
eir  welfare  he  had  watched,  rendering  justice  to  all. 
le  division  had  been  fairly  made  in  accordance  with 
evious  arrangement.     But  he  was  not  avaricious; 

I  he  had  was  theirs,  and  he  would  employ  it  for  them 
might  a  father.  He  would  surrender  the  fifth  which 
d  been  assigned  him,  if  they  wished  it,  retaining 
ly  his  share  as  o^ptain-general;  and  he  would  also 
Ip  any  one  in  need.  The  treasure  thus  far  secured 
IS  insignificant  compared  to  what  lay  before  them, 
hat  mattered  a  few  hundred  pesos  more  or  less 
view  of  the  rich  mines,  the  large  tracts,  and  the 
mense  number  of  towns,  which  were  all  theirs, 
long  as  they  held  loyally  together?  "I  will  make 
lord  of  every  one  of  you,"  he  concluded,  "if  you 

II  but  have  peace  and  patience.^'**  And  to  give 
^ter  effect  to  this  harangue  he  bribed  with  gifts 
i  promises  the  more  influential  to  sound  his  praises ; 
lereupon  the  murmurs  died  away,  though  rancor 
Q  remained  with  many,  awaiting  opportunity." 

!^rt^  about  miBsing  gold,  and  thenceforth  they  were  not  very  friendly, 
icing  that  Velazquez  waa  in  fetters,  Montezuma  asked  the  general  for  the 
se,  and  was  told  that,  not  satisfied  with  his  share  of  gold,  he  wished  to 
:e  a  tonr  of  the  towns  to  demand  more,  and  perhaps  to  commit  excesses. 

emperor  asked  that  he  be  allowed  to  go,  and  Cort^^s  consented  with  ap- 
mi  reluctance.  A  sentence  seems  to  have  been  passed  for  the  culprit  to 
e  camp,  and  he  proceeded  with  a  Mexican  official  to  Cholula,  whence  ha 
med  with  more  gold  a  few  days  later.  So  runs  the  story  of  Bemal  Diaz, 
!.  Verdad.,  84-5.     B.  V.  de  Tapia  declares  that  Cortes  kept  him  *  muchoa 

en  una  casyUa  pequefia  e  con  guardas.*  CorUs,  BeMenciaf  i.  40-1. 
•A/.,  and  nerrera^  dec.  n.  Hb.  ix.  cap.  v. 

7  Among  those  who  took  most  to  heart  the  disappointing  distribution  was 
1  de  Cdraenas,  a  pilot  and  sailor  of  Triana,  who  nad  a  wife  and  children  in 
in.  Tired  of  struggling  with  povertyat  home  he  had  come  to  seek  a  better 
vith  the  conquerors  in  America.  The  first  sieht  of  the  treasures  to  be 
ded  had  inspired  him  with  an  ardent  hope  of  being  able  to  return  to  his 
lly,  for  an  equal  diyision  would  have  given  him  quite  a  little  fortune. 
\m^  his  dream  of  happiness  shattered  he  became  almost  raving.  Cortes 
}  him  300  pesos,  and  promised  that  he  should  be  sent  home  by  the  first 
ntanity.    Cdrdenas  appeared  to  be  satLsfied,  but  on  reaching  Spain  he 
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A  large  proportion  of  the  soldiers  imitated  the 
example  of  the  heavy  sharers  in  the  spoils  by  con- 
verting their  allotment,  with  the  aid  of  Azeapu- 
zalcan  goldsmiths,  into  chains,  crosses,  and  other 
adornments  for  their  persons,  so  that  the  display  of 
wealth  became  quite  dazzling.  Others  yielded  to 
the  infatuation  for  gambling,  then  so  prevalent,  and 
lost  without  a  murmur  the  hard-earned  share.^ 

But  one  thing  now  remained  to  complete  the  triumph 
of  the  conqueror.  The  manacled  kings  were  subservi- 
ent, and  the  people  displayed  their  loyalty  by  pouring 
tribute  into  his  coffers,  feut  his  god  was  not  theirs, 
and  this  the  pious  pilferer  could  not  endure.  He  and 
his  priests  had  lost  no  opportunity  to  preach  the  faith 
to  emperor  and  subjects;**  but  the  hearts  of  the  natives 
were  obdurately  fixed  on  the  idols  of  the  pyramid. 
He  never  beheld  the  temple  without  being  tempted  to 
lay  low  the  effigies  of  Satan,  and  it  was  owing  only  to 
Father  Olmedo  s  prudent  counsel  that  the  temptation 
was  resisted.  Repeatedly  had  he  urged  on  the  weak 
emperor  to  begin  the  great  work  by  some  radical  re- 
form, but  could  obtain  only  the  promise  that  human 
sacrifices  would  be  stopped.  Finding  that  even  this 
was  not  observed,  he  consulted  with  his  captains,  and 
it  was  agreed  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the  great 
temple  for  Christian  worship,  so  that  the  natives 
might  be  made  to  feel  the  holy  influence  of  its  symbols 
and  rites.  Montezuma  was  prepared  with  excuses,  but 
the  deputation  declared  with  fierce  vehemence  that 

conio  forward  as  a  bitter  opponent  of  the  general.  BernaiDiaz,  HiaU  Verdad., 
84.  Soils  speaks  up  in  behalf  of  his  hero,  and  condemns  the  men  as  avaricious 
and  ungrateful  for  demanding  more  than  their  share.  The  lead^^rs  and  best 
men  deserved  larger  gains.  As  for  Bemal  Diaz,  '  Habla  mas  como  pobre  sol 
dado,  quo  como  liistoriador.'  ffisi.  Mex.,  ii.  35.  The  share  for  Villa  Kica  was 
sent  to  Tlascala,  says  Bemal  Diaz,  whither  rumor  had  it  that  large  sums  were 
foi-warded  for  Cortes  and  others,  who  claimed  afterward  that  they  had  been 
lost  during^ the  uprising.  'Las  piedius  bajas  y  plumages,  todo  lo  tomaron  lop 
Indios  do  Tlaxcata. '  SaJiagun^  Hist,  Conq. ,  26. 

'^  The  cards,  made  by  Pedro  Valenciano  from  drumskins,  were  as  neatly 
painted  as  those  of  Spain.  Bernal  Diaz^  Hist.  Verdad.,  84. 

"Herrera  gives  lengthy  specimens  of  the  warrior  preacher's  eSnsioiis^ 
occupying  more  than  one  chapter,  dec  iL  lib.  viii.  cap.  Ti.-yii. 
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r  this  were  refused  they  would  forcibly  remove  the 
lols  and  kill  the  priests  who  resisted.  "  Malinche," 
xclaimed  the  monarch  in  alarm,  ''do  you  then  seek  the 
iestruction  of  the  city?  Our  gods  are  incensed  against 
is,  and  the  people  imbittered.  Even  your  lives  will 
lot  be  safe,  W  ait,  I  entreat  you,  till  I  call  the  priests 
or  consultation."*^ 

Cortes  saw  that  nothing  more  could  then  be  at- 
ained,  but  with  the  indiscreet  zeal  for  religion  which 
iten  blinded  him  he  determined  that  there  should 
e  no  further  delay.  He  apprehended  no  uprising 
mong  a  people  which  had  so  patiently  submitted 
0  all  exactions,  yet  he  feared  that  the  priests,  if 
i^arned,  might  prevent  an  entry  into  the  temple,  and 
L>  lie  resolved  to  anticipate  them,  and  to  demon- 
trate  the  impotency  of  their  gods.  Giving  orders 
or  a  strong  force  to  follow  after  a  short  interval,  he 
rent  forward  with  hardly  a  dozen  men  in  order 
ot  to  arouse  suspicion.*^  Entering  the  sanctuary, 
nd  finding  that  he  could  not  draw  aside  the  costly 
urtain  with  its  golden  pellet  fringe  which  shielded 
tie  bejewelled  idols  from  profane  gaze,  he  had  it  cut 
sunder.  The  reason  for  the  obstruction  now  became 
pparent.  The  idol  showed  traces  of  fresh  human 
lood.  At  this  evidence  of  broken  promises  and  dis- 
3garded  orders  Cortds  began  to  rave.  "Oh  God!" 
e  cried,  "why  dost  thou  permit  the  devil  to  be  thus 
onored  in  this  land?  Let  it  appear  good  that  we 
3rve  thee." 

Turning  to  the  temple  attendants,  who  had  followed 
-^ith  apprehensive  mien,  he  upbraided  them  for  their 
lind  adherence  to  a  bloody  worship,  and  compared 
le  evil  of  idolatry  with  the  saving  rites  of  Chris- 
anity.  He  was  determined,  he  said,  to  remove 
ie  idols  and  install  an  image  of  the  virgin.     They 

^  According  to  Bemal  Diaz  Cortes  made  a  sign  that  he  and  Olmedo  desired 
■peak  privately  to  Montezuma.  He  now  proposed  that  in  order  to  prevent 
imult  his  captains  might  be  persuaded  to  rest  content  with  a  space  in  the 
-eat  temple  for  an  altar  and  cross.  Hist,  Verdad. ,  So. 

*^  Tapia  leaves  the  impression  that  he  called  casually  at  the  temple,  and 
terwaitl  sent  for  more  troops. 
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must  take  away  all  within  the  sanctuary  and  cleans 
it.  The  priests  shook  their  heads  at  such  an  insai 
idea.  All  the  city  and  country  around  adored  thei 
gods,  and  they  would  die  rather  than  see  them  des 
crated.  They  further  intimated  that  the  deities  wou 
themselves  know  how  to  chastise  the  sacrilegiou 
This  reply  only  fired  the  fury  of  Cortes,  and  unab 
further  to  restrain  himself,  he  seized  a  bar,  dashed ; 
the  idol,  and  striking  it  a  blow  which  caused  the  gold( 
mask  to  fall  off,  he  exclaimed,  "Shall  we  not  do  som 
thing  for  God?"  Captain  Andrds  de  Tapia,  one 
the  dozen  Spaniards  present  on  the  occasion,  testifi 
to  the  rash  proceeding:   "I  swear  by  my  faith  as 

fentleman  and  by  God  that  it  is  true.    It  seems  as 
now  see  the  marquis  springing  with  excitement  ai 
striking  at  the  idol."*^ 

When  the  real  intentions  of  Cortes  had  first  b 
come  apparent  to  the  priests,  they  sent  to  wa 
Montezuma,  as  emperor  and  high-priest,  that  soe 
outrage  might  be  perpetrated.  Suspecting  that  tl 
recent  threat  was  about  to  be  carried  out,  he  d 
spatched  a  messenger  to  the  general  asking  permissi* 
to  come  to  the  temple,  and  imploring  him  meanwh 
to  respect  the  idols.  The  message  arrived  befo 
much  damage  was  done,  and  with  the  advice  of  1 
followers  Cortds  was  induced  to  yield.  He  recogniz 
that  the  attitude  assumed  might  lead  to  more  serio 
results  than  had  been  at  first  supposed.  The  rum 
had  spread  of  extraordinary  proceedings  on  the  temj 
summit,  and  armed  and  threatening  crowds  we 
gathering  at  the  foot,  impeded  only  by  the  Spani 
reserve  escort**  from  ascending  to  defend  their  go< 
Why  should  not  they  fight  for  their  religion  as  w 
as  others?  Seeing  that  the  emperors  presence  w 
necessary  to  calm  them,  Cortes  permitted  him  to  con 
He  soon  arrived,  under  a  strong  guard,  and  pointi: 
to  the  excited  masses  he  reasoned  with  Cortfe  up 

«» In  Bel,  in  Icazbcdceta,  Col  Doe.,  ii.  585. 
^  Of  30  or  40  men,  says  Tapia. 
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the  uselessness  and  danger  of  his  hasty  project.  The 
latter  stubbornly  insisted,  and  after  a  consultation 
with  the  priests  it  was  agreed  to  surrender  both  the 
summit  chapels  of  Huitzuopochtli  and  Tezcatlipoca 
to  Christian  worship,**  on   condition  that  the  idols 

^  *Fice  limpiar  aqnellas  capillas. . .  .y  pnse  en  ellas  imdgenes  de  nnestra 
SefSora  y  de  otros  santoe.*  Cortds,  Cartas^  106.  Andrds  de  Tapia  is  still  more 
explicit  in  relating  how  Cort^  insisted  on  having  both  chapels  cleared  of  idols. 
*  Ea  marques  hizo  hacer  dos  altares,  uno  on  ima  parte  de  la  torre,  que  era  par- 
tida  en  dos  hnecos,  4  otro  en  otra.*  Rel,^  in  Icftzbalceta,  CoL  DoCf  ii  585-6. 
In  testifying  to  the  proceedings  in  the  temple  previous  to  the  massacre  by 
Alvarado,  K  V.  de  Tapia  states  that  the  Indians  intended  to  restore  Huitzilo- 
pochtU  to  the  tower,  '  donde  solia  estar  por  que  lo  habia  quitado  de  alii  D. 
Hernando  e  puesto  a  nuestra  Sefiora.'  Ramirez^  Proceso  contra  Alvarado,  36. 
Alvarado  confirms  this  in  different  words,  /c^.,66-7.  The  only  other  eye- 
witness who  refers  with  any  detail  to  the  above  is  Bemal  Diaz,  and  he  accords 
only  a  space  on  the  summit  to  the  Christian  emblems.  But  his  different  allusions 
to  the  temple  are  confused  and  contradictory;  yet  he  has  been  followed  by 
modem  writers:  first,  because  the  preceding  three  testimonies  have  not  been 
accessible  till  late  years;  and  second,  because  they  have  been  content  to  copy 
Presoott,  who  adopts  Bemal  Diaz  in  only  too  many  instances.  The  mistake 
appears  also  to  rest  on  the  finding  of  Huitzilopochtli's  image  in  one  of  the 
summit  chapels  when  it  was  recaptured  by  the  Spaniards  during  the  later 
siege.  It  is  only  natural  that  the  Aztecs,  on  obtaining  possession  of  their 
temple,  should  liave  reinstalled  the  war  god.  Peter  Martyr  does  assume  that 
one  image  was  too  large  to  be  removed,  dec.  v.  cap.  iv.  And  Gomara  intimates 
that  idols  remained.  *  PusierO  cruzes  e  imagines. . .  .entre  sus  idolos.'  flut, 
Mex.,  128.  The  phrase  can  apply  to  those  in  the  court,  although  his  state- 
ment may  be  founded  on  Martyr,  as  that  of  Ixtlilxochitl  is  on  him :  '  Y  di6 

[Montezuma]  pemuso  que  en  la  capilla  del  templo  mayor se  pusiesen 

entre  los  dos  idolos  de  Huitzilopochtli,  un  cmcifijo,  una  imagen  de  Nuestra 
Sefiora  y  una  cruz.'  HUt.  Chich,^  297.  As  regards  the  casting-down  of  idols, 
Presoott,  in  common  with  most  modem  writers,  assumes  this  to  be  a  mere 
boast  on  the  part  of  Gort^;  but  a  careful  investigation,  supported  by  the 
'solemn'  assurance  of  Tapia,  not  accessible  to  them,  confirms  this  statement 
in  the  main.  The  eoneral  probably  exaggerates  somewhat  in  saying:  '  Los  mas 
principales  destos  idolos. . .  .derro<)ud  yo  de  sus  sillas  y  los  fice  echar  por  las 
escaleras  abajo.'  Cartas,  106.  This  probably  strikes  Oviedo,  who,  while  re- 
peating the  account,  expresses  a  doubt  about  its  tmth :  'Bien  pudo  Dies  dar 
lugar  &  eUo;  pero  para  mi  vo  tengo  por  maravilla,  6  grande,  la  mucha  pa^i- 
encia  de  Monte9uma  6  de  los  inmos.'  iii.  303.  Soils  even  doubts  that  altar 
and  cross  were  ever  erected  in  so  unclean  a  spot,  amid  idols  and  idolatrous 
priests:  it  would  have  been  sacrilege;  besides  the  Mexicans  would  never  have 
permitted  the  intrusion.  JJist.  Mex.,  ii.  9-12.  The  doubt  expressed  against 
Cort^'  boast  rests  chiefly  with  Bemal  Diaz,  whose  faulty  account  states  that 
Montezuma  by  mere  persuasion  sent  for  the  priests,  and  after  consulting  with 
them  had  a  space  on  the  temple  summit  quietly  assigned  to  the  Spaniards. 
IlisL  Verdad.j  85.  Gomaia  devotes  several  pafif^s  to  the  casting  down  of  the 
idols,  whidi  he  justly  reeards  as  a  memorable  feat :  *  Mas  honra  yprez  gano 
Cortes  con  esta  hazafia  Christiana,  <iue  si  los  venciera  en  batalla.'  He  applies 
it,  however,  to  the  occasion  of  the  imperial  prisoner's  first  visit  to  the  temple. 
Montezuma  stops  Cort^  in  the  midst  of  his  destractive  work  and  checks  the 
fury  of  the  crowd,  which  the  general  thereupon  appeases  with  a  long  profound 
speech  cm  tiieologic  mysteries,  carefully  preparea  b^r  Gomara.  Sist,  Mex,, 
126-8.  The  preceding  points  assume  ixnnortance  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
luuipation  of  the  great  pyramid  by  Gnristian  emblems  gave  the  strongest 
impulse  to  the  uprismg  soon  to  follow. 
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within  might  be  removed  by  the  reverent  hands  of 
priests  alone.  This  was  effected  while  the  emperor 
remained  on  the  summit.  The  chapels  were  then 
whitewashed,  a  cross  was  planted,  and  two  altars  rose, 
on  which  were  placed  the  image  of  the  virgin  and  of 
a  saint  whom  Tapia  calls  San  UristiSbal.** 

Preparations  were  next  made  to  consecrate  the 
sanctuary,  now  festive  with  garlands  and  flowers. 
The  Spaniards  marched  in  procession  through  the 
streets,  to  the  chant  of  psalms,  headed  by  the  two 
priests  who  bore  the  crucifix  and  images.  Crowds  of 
wondering  natives  lined  their  path,  and  remained  to 
watch  the  cross  winding  its  way  round  the  pyramid 
in  a  sanctifying  orbit.  Cortes  was  the  first  to  kiss 
the  installed  crucifix,  while  tears  of  joy  rolled  down 
his  cheeks.  Mass  followed  the  consecration,  and  with 
a  swelling  Te  Deum  the  soldiers  rendered  thanks  to 
the  supreme  being  for  the  triumph  accorded  them 
over  paganism. 

It  was  but  a  partial  victory,  however,  for  in  the 
cotirt  the  priests  were  even  then  gathered  in  adora- 
tion of  the  chief  idol,  bewailing  their  own  impo- 
tency,  and  imploring  it  to  rise  and  avenge  its  outraged 
majesty  and  their  humiliation.  An  old  soldier  was  left 
as  guard  to  keep  the  candles  burning,  and  to  prevent 
intrusion  from  temple  attendants,  save  to  clean  the 

*^  *  £  puso  en  nzia  parte  la  im^lgen  de  Nuestra  Sefiora  en  nn  retablico  de 
labia,  d  en  otro  la  de  Sant  Cri8t6bal,  porque  no  habie  estonces  otraa  im^i^es.' 
ReL,  loc.  cit.  It  U  generally  assumed  by  the  faithful  that  the  virgin's  una^e 
is  identical  with  the  one  now  known  as  the  Vir^en  de  los  Remedies,  in  its 
celebrated  shrine  near  Mexico.  It  had  been  given  to  Juan  Rodriguez  de 
Villaf uerte  by  his  brother,  an  Augustine  friar,  when  he  departed  for  thelndies. 
During  the  uprising  in  June,  1520,  the  ima^  is  believed  to  have  of  its  own. 
accord  taken  flight  to  the  site  where  a  shrme  afterward  rose  in  its  honor. 
Medina^  Chrdn,  ae  San  Diego  de  Afex.,  30;  Ccibrera,  Escwlo  ArmoR^  106-25f 
Lortnzanay  in  CorUSt  Hist.  N,  Esp,^  138  et  se(j.;  BitManumte^  Mem,  Piedad 
Mex.  Unfortunately  for  this  belief,  Tapia's  testunon;^  describes  the  image  as 
a  picture  on  a  board,  while  the  Remedios  image  is  a  Uttle  battered  dolL  The 
testimony  is  contradicted  by  nothing  but  pious  supposition.  In  preparing  the 
site  for  altars  the  Spaniards  noticed  that  the  walls  were  of  unusual  thickness. 
Breaking  them  open  they  found  a  number  of  jewels.  Crold  was  also  obtained 
from  tombs  on  the  summit  platform,  and  the  curtain  pendants  and  other  valu- 
ables were  of  course  appropriated.  Tapui,  Bel.,  in  Iccabalceia,  CoL  J}oe,, 
580;   Jlerrera,  dec.  ii  ub.  viii.  cap.  vi. 
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place  for  the  frequent  services  which  were  hence- 
forth held  here.^ 

Taking  advantage  of  the  step  thus  gained,  the 
priests  and  their  followers  sought  to  impress  upon  the 
natives  the  superiority  of  their  faith,*^  and  numbers 
were  convinced,  says  Tapia,  although  few  accepted 
baptism  out  of  fear  of  their  countrymen.**  There 
was  a  drought  prevaiUng  at  the  time,  and  the  priests, 
having  in  vain  appealed  for  a  remedy,  ascribed  the  evil 
to  the  anger  of  the  gods  at  the  presence  of  the  wor- 
shippers of  strange  deities  and  their  hateful  symbols. 
A  few  days  after  the  consecration  of  the  altars  a  dep- 
utation oi  natives  appeared  at  the  Spanish  quarters, 
bearing  withered  corn-stalks,  and  demanding  that, 
since  the  Europeans  had  removed  the  idols  to  whom 
they  prayed  for  rain,  they  should  ask  their  god  for  it, 
so  that  the  people  might  not  die  of  hunger.  Cortds  re- 
assured them,**and  ordered  a  general  prayer  for  reUef. 
"The  following  day/'  says  Tapia,  "we  marched  in  pro- 
cession to  the  temple,  under  a  blazing  sun."  While 
mass  was  being  said  a  cloud  might  be  seen  gather- 
ing on  Mount  Tepcaquilla,  and  "on  our  way  back 
the  rain  fell  so  heavily  that  we  had  to  wade  in  water 
up  to  our  ankles."  The  rain  continued  for  several 
days,  and  the  harvest  turned  out  abundant."  Each 
party  claimed  the  meteorological  display  as  a  direct 
answer  to  its  prayer,  for  the  Mexicans  were  hardly 

«•  Montezuma  received  the  returning  procession  with  a  forced  welcome, 
and  gave  orders  to  destroy  a  series  of  brothels  in  Tlateluloo,  containing  over 
400  women,  whose  iniauitjc,  he  said,  had  brought  the  present  evil  upon  the 
city.  Jferrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  viii.  cap.  vi. 

*^  Herrera  devotes  five  columns  to  Cort^'  sennon.  dec.  ii.  lib.  viii.  cap. 
vii;  Targuemada,  i.  465-7. 

^Or  perhaps  of  the  teachers  of  the  faith,  who  appeared  with  sword  in 
hand  to  enforce  their  cruel,  rapacious,  and  immoral  demands.  Herrera  be- 
lieves Montezuma  would  have  become  a  Christian  had  he  dared,  dec  ii.  lib. 
viiL  cap.  ix.  But  Duran  states  that  accordingto  the  native  records  all  the 
three  captive  rulers  were  baptized,  and  that  Father  Olmedo  had  told  him 
he  believed  such  waa  the  case,  although  the  rite  had  not  been  administered 
r  htmnfilf-  Hitt*  Jnd,,  MS. ,  ii  445.    Tnia  question  will  be  discussed  in  a  later 


*  'Sed  ciertos,  que  de  aqui  a  mafiana  llouera,  y  tendreys  el  mejor  afio  que 
jamas  aueys  tenido.    Herrera,  dec.  ii.  Ub.  viii.  cap.  vi. 

'^TapicL,  Hel.,  in leasAalceta,  Col  Doc,,  n.  586;  Haaart,  Kirdten  GeacMdUe^ 
ii.  520;  Tor^uemada,  i.  464. 
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prepared  to  yield  everything  without  a  struggle.  To 
this  insignificant  and  hated  band  of  intruders  they 
had  practically  abandoned  their  country,  by  acknowl- 
edging serfdom  with  tribute.  Daily  they  submitted 
to  wrongs  and  indignities.  The  sacred  person  of  their 
king  had  been  profaned,  their  nobles  brought  to  the 
dust.  Now  should  they  submit  to  this  destruction  of 
their  gods?  If  so,  the  heavens  and  earth  would  come 
together,  grinding  them  to  powder  I 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

THB  CUBAN  GOVERNOE  IN  PURSUIT. 

1519-1520. 

The  Msxigaks  Thbbatin  Revolt— The  Clebot  ik  Abms— Thet  De- 

KOUKCB  THE  CONDUCT  OF  MONTEZUMA— ThE  EmPESOB  DeGLABES  HE 
GAK  NO  LONOEB  REffTBAIN  HIS  PEOPLE— TiDINOS  OT  VELiUEQUEZ'  FlEET— 

Sailino  vbom  Cuba  ot  an  Expedition  undeb  Nabvaez— Abbiyal 
IN  Mexico — Conflict  with  CobtAs — Intebchanoe  of  Thbeats  and 
Courtesies— Attempted  Union  of  Forces— Narvaez  Remains  Lotal 
to  Velazquez- Desebtion  of  Some  of  his  Men  to  Cobt^ 

War  now  seemed  inevitable;  for  if  earthly  powers 
availed  not  against  the  invaders,  heaven's  artillery 
should  disperse  the  impious  foe.  If  feeble  man  by 
fearful  combinations  be  brought  low,  surely  the  gods 
may  yet  defend  themselves  from  insult. 

Hitherto  it  had  been  the  higher  nobles  only  who 
harbored  designs  against  the  Spaniards,  but,  while  no 
longer  cemented  by  the  accustomed  despotism,  they 
were  held  in  check  by  their  jealousies,  their  party 
politics,  and  fear  for  their  possessions.  A  stronger 
influence  than  these  was  at  hand,  however.  Now  for 
the  first  time  the  lesser  nobles  and  the  common  people 
were  aroused.  The  outrage  on  the  idols  affected  all 
And  the  clergy,  who  out  of  regard  for  their  high- 
priest,  the  emperor,  had  remained  passive,  now  felt 
themselves  struck  in  a  vital  part.  Their  influence, 
supremacy,  and  means  of  support  were  all  involved, 
and  the  power  of  the  priesthood  was  as  great  here  as 
among  other  superstitious  peoples.  How  far  they 
worked  upon  the  nobles  and  plebeians  is  not  clear, 
but  their  mterviews  with  Montezuma,  although  held 

Hm.  MSZ.,  YOL.  I.    38  (808) 
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in  secret,  out  of  the  reach  even  of  the  favorite  page,  be- 
came so  frequent  and  earnest  as  to  rouse  the  suspicions 
of  the  guard.  It  was  said  that,  assisted  by  influential 
courtiers,  they  represented  how  deeply  the  sacrilegious 
act  had  stirred  the  people,  already  incensed  by  the 
shameful  captivity  of  their  sovereigns.  Further  than 
this,  oracles  had  announced  that  the  gods  would  aban- 
don the  city  and  its  inhabitants  to  their  fate  if  the 
obnoxious  strangers  were  not  quickly  killed  or  driven 
hence.  The  masses  would  rise,  and  if  Montezuma, 
forgetful  of  his  dignity  and  duty,  still  declined  to  be 
liberated,  preferring  the  fate  of  Quauhpopoca,  which 
must  surely  overtake  him,  then  they  would  choose 
another  monarch.*  This  last  threat  struck  home. 
Sorely  had  Montezuma  sighed  for  liberty,  and  he  had 
feared  for  his  throne;  now  his  own  subjects  threatened 
him  with  what  he  dreaded  most.  In  this  dilemma  he 
turned  to  Cortds.* 

The  apprehensions  of  the  Spaniards  had  been 
aroused  not  only  by  the  secret  interviews  of  the 
priests,  but  by  the  somewhat  distant  manner  of  the 
emperor,  and  at  this  unusual  summons  they  became 
seriously  alarmed.  Even  the  general  could  not  sup- 
press his  misgivings  as  he  hurried  to  the  emperor's 
apartments,  attended  by  Olid,  then  captain  of  the 
guard.  With  solemn  visage  Montezuma  bade  him  be 
seated.  Then  he  reminaed  him  of  the  warnings 
against  his  many  rash  proceedings,  particularly  the 
installation  of  the  cross  upon  the  pyramid.  The  in- 
censed gods  at  last  had  spoken,  had  ordered  him  to 
attack  and  drive  the  Spaniards  into  the  sea,  and  the 
people  were  stirred  almost  beyond  control.     He  had 

^  Oomara,  Hitt.  Mex„  136-7;  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad.,  85-6.  *  El  diablo 
q  mnchas  yezea  le  hablana,  le  amenazaua.'  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  Ti. 
'  Hi90  Montezuma  aper^ebir  9ient  mill  hombres  de  pelea. '  Omedo,  iii.  507. 
Others  make  the  number  less.  To  this  Clavigero  obiects :  '  Mi  persuade  che 
vi  sia  stata  in  fatti  qualche  truppa  allestita,  non  pero  per  ordine  del  Ee,  ma 
Boltanto  d'alcuni  Nobili.'  Storia  Mess,,  iii.  112. 

*  Soils  sees  in  this  determination  only  a  proof  of  his  supposition  that  the 
offer  of  vassalage  and  tribute  was  but  a  bribe  to  satiate  the  Spaniards,  since 
he  now  bids  them  go.  Hiat,  Mex.,  ii.  35-6. 
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nly  to  give  the  signal;  nay,  did  he  delay  to  do  so> 
bey  would  rise.  But  he  loved  Malinche;  had  he  not 
roved  this  by  his  devotion  ?  He  wished  to  save  the 
Ipaniards;  and  now  he  warned,  he  implored  them  to 
jave  the  city  before  it  would  be  too  late.  They 
light  take  all  his  treasures;  nay,  he  would  give  each 
lan  a  load  of  gold  if  they  would  only  go.' 
The  tone  and  manner  of  the  prince  convinced  them 
lat  his  words  were  sincere.  Cortds  deemed  it  best 
)  feign  compUance.  He  thanked  the  emperor  for  the 
iterest  manifested  in  their  safety,  and  replied  that 
nee  he  and  his  gods  and  people  so  desired  it,  they 
ould  comply;  but  having  no  vessels,  time  must  be 
lowed  to  build  them.*  This  was  perplexing,  but 
[ontezuma  overlooked  everything  on  hearing  that 
le  Spaniards  were  ready  to  leave.  He  insisted  no 
ither,  knowing  well  enough  that  he  and  the  other 
ptives  would  have  to  follow  if  a  withdrawal  from 
le  city  was  required  before  the  means  of  transport 
id  been  found.*  He  had  seen  that  it  did  not  take 
Qg  to  construct  ships,  and  offered  the  necessary 
rpenters  to  fell  and  prepare  timber,  as  before, 
ean while  he  would  endeavor  to  appease  his  vassals, 
minting  out  that  an  uprising  would  be  disastrous 
JO  to  himself  and  them.  Martin  Lopez  was  at 
ice  sent  down  to  Villa  Kica  with  Andres  Nuiiez, 

'  '  Vo  OB  dai^  para  vos  doe  carsas  de  oro,  6  una  panl  cada  chripstiano.  *  Ovieclo, 
507;  Oomara,  Hist,  Mex.,  138.  Herrera  increases  this  to  four  loads  for 
i^  and  two  loads  for  each  horseman,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  vi.  And  Duran 
id  that  a  ship-load  of  treasures  was  offered;  but  the  pious  Corti^s  was  too 
snt  on  converting  souls  to  accept  the  bribe.  Pizarro  y  OrtUana^  Varonen 
ires,  91;  Btnicd  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.^  86.  Montezuma  had  become  at- 
lied  to  many  of  the  Spaniards,  including  the  courteous  general,  and  really 
hed  them  well. 

*  *Dixo  a  yn  Espaiiol  de  los  doze,  q  fuesse  a  auisar  a  los  compafieros  q  so 
rejaasen  por  quanto  se  trataua  cd  el  de  sus  vidas.'  Gomara^  Hist.  Mtx.y 
-8.    Thia  author  and  others  state  that  Cort^  gives  thanks  for  the  warning, 

offers  to  go  whenever  he  is  bidden.    Montezuma,  equally  polite,  tells  him 
elect  his  own  time.     When  ready  to  leave  he  will  give  a  load  of  gold  to 
1  man,  and  two  for  himself.     Cort^  thereupon  brings  up  the  question  of 
lels. 
^  'Cortes  le  dixo q  por  fuer^a  aula  de  ir  el  M5tecuma  con  nosotros,  para 

le  vea  nuestro  ^pran  Emperador.'  BemcU  Diaz,  Hint.  Verdcut,,  86.  It  is 
probable  that  this  was  said  on  the  present  occasion,  however,  and  it  would 
'  have  irritated  the  emperor. 
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Bome  chiefs,  and  a  number  of  Indian  workmen,  to 
build  three  vessels,  but  with  secret  instructions  to 
delay  the  work  in  every  manner.^ 

Cortes  had  no  intention  to  surrender  his  hold  on 
the  country.  It  was  now  more  than  eight  months 
since  the  procuradores  had  left  for  Spain,  and  he 
began  to  look  for  their  return  with  a  royal  com- 
mission, if  not  with  reinforcements.  Once  provided 
with  this  worshipful  paper  he  could  brave  Velazquez 
and  all  the  world.  Ue  could  send  to  the  Islands  and 
buy  vessels,  arms,  and  supplies;  and  he  could  easily 
enlist  all  the  troops  necessarjr  to  the  achievement  of 
his  great  project.  Meanwhile  he  hoped  to  maintain 
his  position,  supported  by  native  allies,  such  as  the 
Tlascaltecs,  Chinantecs,  Goazacoalcos,  and  Cempoalans. 
It  needed  not  the  warning  of  Montezuma  to  convince 
the  Spaniards  that  a  serious  attitude  had  been  as- 
sumed against  them  by  the  natives,  and  that  the 
precautions  for  defence  must  be  redoubled.  The  at- 
tendants appeared  less  obsequious,  and  the  supplies 
had  materially  diminished — owing  to  the  late  drought, 
they  said.'  This  was  remedied  by  the  commands  of 
the  emperor.  But  even  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  de- 
parture of  the  strangers  did  not  appear  to  conciliate 
the  people;  and  less  sanguine  than  their  leader,  the 
soldiers  of  Cortes  felt  oppressed  by  gloomy  fore- 
bodings. In  addition  to  this  they  were  harassed  by 
extra  guard  duty  and  by  being  obUged  to  sleep  in 
their  accoutrements,  ready  for  instant  defence.® 

*  'Yd  oon  68808  indios,  4  cdrtese  la  madera»  y  entretanto  Dios  nos  proveeri 
de  gente  ^  aocorro :  por  tanto,  poned  tal  dilation  oae  parezca  que  ha^ys  algo.' 
Ovudo,  iii.  507-8;  Oamaraj  HUt.  Mex.,  138.  Beiioal  Diaz  considers  uiis 
wrong.  He  knows  not  what  Cortes  told  Lopez,  *  mas  muy  secretamente  me 
dixo  el  Martin  Lopez,  ^ue  de  hecho,  v  apriessa  los  labrava. '  Montezuma  had 
demanded  that '  no  hu viesse  mas  palabras,  sino  obras.  *  Hi8t.  Verdad, ,  80.  Per- 
haps Lopez  did  hony,  from  personal  fear  of  remaining  in  the  ooontry ;  or  he  may 
have  been  instmcted  by  Cmt^  to  say  so  to  the  soldiers,  in  order  to  calm  them. 

^  'Comenzd  i  faltar  todo  lo  necessario  para  comer  y  beber.'  To  remedy 
this,  strict  orders  had  to  be  issued  to  purveyors,  and  the  Tlascaltecs  were 
sent  on  foraging  expeditions,  which  led  to  much  abuse.  Sahagun,  Htgt,  Conq,, 
25  (ed.  1840),  90. 

^Oimam,  HisL  Mex,,  138.    In  speaking  of  tiiis,  Benial  Diaz  says  that  he 
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We  must  now  go  back  to  Cuba  for  a  moment,  where 
long  since  we  left  the  irate  governor  cursing.     Poor 
Velazquez  1     C6rdoba,  Grijalva,  Cortes,  all  the  dep- 
uties sent  out  to  conquer  for  him  new  lands,  had  only 
been  a  drain  on  him,  bringing  back  Uttle  compensation 
in  slaves  and  gold.    Deeply  as  he  felt  these  troubles 
they  had  not  yet  affected  his  obesity,  and  it  was  with 
difficulty  that  he  waddled  about  his  island  stirring  up 
avengers.     With  the  aid  of  Fonseca  the  chaplain, 
Benito  Martin,  whom  Velazquez  had  sent  to  Spain 
on  his  behalf,  had  obtained  for  him  a  royal  commis- 
sion,*  with  the  title  of  adelantado  of  the  lands  lately 
discovered  under  his  auspices  to  the  westward ;  and 
October,  1519,  saw  busy  preparations  on  the  island 
for  an  expedition  as  well  against  Cortes  as  Monte- 
zuma.*® 

There  was  no  trouble  in  obtaining  men.  The  rumors 
created  by  the  visit  of  Puertocarrero  and  Montejo 

became  so  used  to  sleeping  in  his  clothes,  and  enduring  hardships  generally, 
that  he  almost  discarded  the  bed  during  his  later  enoomendero  life,  and 
could  take  only  short  naps.  '  £sto  he  dicho,  por  que  sepft  de  que  arte  andamos 
Ids  verdaderos  Conquistadores,  y  como  estavamos  tan  aoostubrados  a  las 
aimas,  y  a  velar.*  Hiat,  Verdad.,  86. 

•  This  was  dated  Saragossa,  November  13,  1518,  within  a  week  of  CJort^s' 
usurpation  of  the  fleet,  as  Las  Casas  observes,  and  conceded  to  Velazquez  the 
poduon  of  adelantado  not  onlv  over  Yucatan,  Cozumel,  and  '  other  islands' 
discovered  by  his  expeditions,  but  over  any  further  lands  that  he  might  find. 
Iq  connection  with  this  title  was  ^pimted,  to  him  and  one  heir,  one  fifteenth 
of  the  revenue  accruing  to  the  kmg  from  these  lands;  and  after  their  con- 
quest and  settlement  one  twentieth  oithe  same  revenue,  in  perpetuity  for  him- 
self and  heirs,  from  any  one  island  that  he  might  select — the  mscoveries  were 
supposed  to  be  all  islands.  All  supplies  of  food,  clothes,  and  arms,  introduced 
by  bun  during  his  life,  were  to  be  free  of  duty.  In  support  of  his  expenses  a 
royal  plantation  near  Habana  was  transferred  to  him,  and  an  annual  salary 
conferred  of  300,000  maravedis.  A  number  of  other  provisions  were  made  for 
the  promotion  of  economic,  politic,  and  spiritual  welfare  in  the  new  region. 
A  synopsis  of  the  commission  is  given  in  Las  Casaa,  Hist.  Ind. ,  v.  2-5.  Prescott 
misunderstands  the  Carta  de  Velazquez  of  October  12,  1519,  in  supposing  that 
the  governor  had  not  received  notice  of  his  appointment  by  that  time,  and  is 
therefore  wrong  in  takit^  Gomara  to  task  for  saying :  *  Estando  pues  en  aoueste 

pensamieto  [to  thwart  Cort^],  auino  que  Uego  a  Santiago cartas  del  Em- 

perador,  y  el  titulo  de  Adelantado,  y  cedula  de  la  gouemacion . . . .  de  Yucata. ' 
Hist.  Mex„  140. 

"  Carta  de  Velazquez,  October  12, 1519,  in  Pacheeo  and  Cdrdenas,  Col,  Doc. , 
xii.  246-51.  Solis  assumes  that  the  preparations  of  Velazquez  were  influenced 
by  the  news  of  the  reception  accorded  m  Spain  to  the  procuradores  of  CJortes. 
Hist.  Mex.^  ii.  42-4.  But  this  supposition,  based  partly  on  a  vague  ex- 
pression of  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  xviii.,  is  wrong,  for  the  procura- 
dores reached  Spain  only  in  October,  and  were  detained  for  some  time  before 
they  saw  the  emperor. 
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left  the  impression  that  ship-loads  of  gold  had  be 
forwarded  from  the  new  region  to  Spain,  and  t 
island  was  consequently  in  a  ferment  with  excil 
ment.  So  great  mdeed  became  the  desire  to  enli 
that  Velazquez  would  in  any  case  have  been  oblig 
to  form  an  expedition  to  prevent  the  people  ftc 

going  on  their  own  account  to  reinforce  Cortes."   j 
rst  it  was  announced  that  the  governor  would  go 
person,  and  so  prevent  further  rebellion.     But  Veh 
quez   never   thought  of  such  a  thing:    he  was  t 
corpulent,  he  lacked  courage,  and  he  could  not  aba 
don  his  interests  and  his  post  in  Cuba,  leaving  t 
island  scantily  provided  with  defenders.    Further  th 
this,  he  had  confidence  in  the  legal  right  conferred 
him  over  the  new  country  and  over  any  expedition 
might  send.     His  announced  reasons  were  the  dut 
of  his  office,  which  demanded  his  presence  more  th 
ever  owing  to  the  prevalent  small-pox  epidemic." 

Among  the  many  candidates  eager  for  the  comma 
were  Baltasar  Bermudez,  a  relative,  Vasco  Porca 
de  Figueroa,  and  Pdnfilo  de  Narvaez,  the  first  t 
mentioned  already  in  connection  with  Cortes'  appoi 
ment.  With  Bermudez  the  governor  could  come 
no  arrangement,  and  with  Porcallo  he  managed 
quarrel  after  selecting  him,^*  so  that  he  was  left  w 
no  other  choice  than  Narvaez.  This  was  the  hidal 
of  Valladolid,"  whom  we  have  met  before,  who  1: 
joined  Velazquez  shortly  after  his  arrival  in  Cu 
and  had  taken  a  leading  part  in  its  conquest.  T 
over,  he  had  married  a  rich  widow,  Maria  de  Val 
zuela,  possessing  a  number  of  towns,  and  had  accepi 
civil  positions,  such  as  procurador  for  the  island,  i 
contador  in  the  newly  discovered  region.     Narv 

'^  'Conociendo  que  la  gete,  de  vna  manera  o  de  otra,  se  aula  de  yr,  ao 
de  recogcrla.  *  Herreray  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  xviii. 

*2  Letter  to  Figueroa,  Nov.  17,  1519,  in  IcazbaJceia,  Col.  Doc,,  i.  400. 

*'  It  appears  that  Velazquez'  suspicious  nature  had  led  him  to  cast  it 
tions  upon  Porcallo,  who  resented  them  by  throwing  up  the  appointn 
Hcrrera  tells  the  story,  which  is  not  very  interesting,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  i 

'^  Bemal  Diaz  says  also  *  UaUadolid,  6  de  Tudeuk  de  Duero.*  HiH,  yerc 
246,38. 
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was  about  forty-two  years  of  age,  tall  and  strongly 
built,  with  a  long  face,  ruddy  complexion,  and  sandy 
beard.  To  a  deep  voice  might  be  added  agreeable 
manners,  being  qmte  fascinating  in  conversation.  His 
qualities  were  such  as  created  favorable  impression. 
Ordinarily  he  exhibited  good  judgment,  but  he  was 
careless,  headstrong,  and  arrogant.  As  a  soldier  he 
was  undoubtedly  brave,  but  deficient  in  discipline  and 
foresight;  as  a  general  he  was  far  from  being  the  equal 
of  Cort^s.^'        '    .  .    . 

By  virtue  of  his  commission  Velazquez  appointed 
this  man  captain-general  and  lieutenant-governor  of 
the  new  country,  with  orders  to  send  Cortds  and  any 
rebellious  captain  in  chains  to  Cuba,  to  carry  on  the 
conquest,  and  to  administer  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  settlement.  ^^  But  the  friends  of  Cortes  were  not 
idle.  They  caused  representations  to  be  secretly  made 
to  the  audiencia"  that  a  fratricidal  war  was  about  to 
be  opened  in  the  new  region,  ruinous  to  the  interests 
of  (xod  and  the  king,  and  legal  steps  were  at  once 
taken  by  the  promotor  fiscal.^®    The  policy  of  Cortes 

^  *A  este  Karvaez  hizo  Diego  Velazquez  su  Capitan  principal,  siempre 
honr^dolo,  de  manera  que  despues  d^l  tuvo  en  aquella  iala  el  primer  lugar.* 
Las  Casas,  Hist,  Ind.,  iv.  4-6;  Oviedo,  i.  496.  'Dezian  que  era  muy  escaoo.* 
Bemal  Diaz,  Hia,  Verdad.,  247. 

>'  In  a  letter  to  Judge  Figueroa,  of  the  Espafiola  audiencia,  dated  Novem- 
ber 17,  1519,  he  gives  notice  of  this  appointment,  and  states  that  the  object 
of  the  expedition  is  to  prevent  injury  to  the  royal  interest  and  outrages  upon 
the  natives.  That  very  day  he  was  leaving  for  Trinidad  and  other  parts  to 
aid  Narvaez  in  the  preparations.  Iccabalceta,  Col,  Doc.,  1.  399-403.  Narvaez' 
appointment  is  mentioned  already  in  the  letter  of  October  12th,  addressed  to  a 
Spanish  dignitary,  wherein  he  is  spoken  of  as  contador  for  the  new  countries. 
Facheco  and  Cdrdenaa,  Col,  Doc,  xii.  250. 

"  *Auiso  y  relacion  dellos  les  embid  desde  Cubas  el  licenciado  Zuaco,  que 

auia  venido a  tomar  residencia.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad,,  87.     But  we 

are  safe  in  saying  that  Duero  gave  the  impulse. 

i<>  This  officdal,  Juan  Garrilk),  laid  the  case  before  the  audiencia,  December 
24th,  representing  that  Cortes  had  without  superior  permission  made  war 
on  the  natives  of  the  new  lands  and  conquered  them.  He  had  also  appro- 
priated Velazquez'  fleet  and  captured  men  from  Garay*s  party,  greatly  to  the 
mjury  of  both.  Velazquez  was  now  preparing  an  expedition  against  him.  The 
two  parties  would  meet  and  fight,  giving  the  natives  the  opportunity  to  rise 
and  recover  the  cotmtry.  Both  Cort^  and  Velazquez  being  guilty  in  under- 
ta^Ds  such  expeditions  without  authority,  the  fiscal  prays  that  they  be 
punisEed  in  person  and  estate.  An  oidor  or  his  proxy  should  at  once  be  sent 
to  investigate  the  case  and  prevent  such  war.  During  the  following  weeks 
Carrillo  presented  letters  and  witnesses  in  support  of  his  petition.  Procuo  por 
lUal  Audiencia  de  la  ISspafiola,  in  Icaabalceta,  Col  Doc.,  i.  404-10. 
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in  sending  procoradores  to  Spain,  with  presents  and 
messageB  to  the  king,  had  its  effect  on  the  audiencia, 
which  considered  not  only  that  his  case  had  passed 
beyond  them,  but  that  he  was  rendering,  and  Ukely 
to  render,  greater  service  to  the  royal  interest  than 
was  his  rival.  By  no  means  predisposed  in  favor  of 
Velazquez,  they  moreover  sent  to  Cuba  the  prudeni 
licentiate  Lucaa  Vsizquez  de  Aillon,  a  member  oi 
their  body,  with  instructions  to  prevent  the  threatened 
danger. 

Accompanied  by  Pedro  de  Ledesma,  secretary  to  the 
audiencia,  and  the  alguacil  mayor,  Aillon  met  Narvaes 
at  Yagua,^^  preparing  with  a  portion  of  the  fleet  to  joii 
the  rest  at  Guaniguanico.  Placing  the  captain  undei 
injunction  not  to  leave  Cuba,  he  proceeded  to  th( 
rendezvous  and  represented  to  Velazquez  the  evi 
which  must  result  from  his  project,  m-ging  that  hii 
duty  as  governor  and  loyal  subject  demanded  him  t 
forego  personal  vengeance  and  interest,  and  finally 
forbidding  tlie  expedition  without  express  permissioi 
from  the  king.  The  governor,  who  appears  to  hav 
obtained  more  definite  news  from  Spain  regarding  th 
wealth  and  promises  of  New  Spain,  was  more  detei 
mined  than  ever  to  carry  out  his  scheme.  Relyiuj 
upon  the  grant  of  the  country  to  himself,  he  consid 
ercd  that  he  had  every  right  to  claim  his  own  and  t 
treat  Cortc^s  as  an  interloper.  At  first  he  refused  t 
recognize  the  jiurisdiction  of  the  audiencia  in  th 
matter,  but  pretended  finally  to  fall  in  with  Aillon 


views. 


It  was  accordingly  agreed  that,  in  order  to  pre 
mote  the  interests  both  of  king  and  governor,  b 
rendering  available  the  costly  preparations  made,  th 
fleet  should  proceed  to  its  destination,  but  withou 
Indians,  and  with  a  less  number  of  settlers  than  ha 
volunteered,  Narvaez  might  present  the  claims  c 
his  principal  upon  Cortes,  but  only  in  a  peaceabl 
manner,  without   landing  any  forces.     If  they  wer 

**  Fourteeii  leagues  wwt  of  Trmidad. 
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not  entertained,  he  must  sail  onward  in  quest  of  new 
discoveries." 

In  the  presence  of  Aillon  instructions  were  given 
to  Narvaez  in  accordance  with  the  agreement,  but  the 
former  nevertheless  resolved  to  accompany  the  expe- 
dition and  watch  over  their  observance,  for  he  sus- 
pected the  sincerity  of  both  parties." 

The  expedition  was  the  largest  which  had  as  yet 
been  fitted  out  in  the  New  Worlds  and  consisted  of 
eleven  large  and  seven  small  vessels,  with  somewhat 
over  nine  hundred  soldiers,  including  eighty  men  with 
fire-arms,  one  hundred  and  twenty  with  cross-bows, 
and  eighty  horsemen.  There  were  also  several  hun- 
dred Indians,  a  large  force  of  sailors,  and  a  park  of 
artillery,  together  with  ample  stores  of  all  kinds." 

^  'Todo  lo  qnal  se  aaent6  desta  xxumera,  ▼  lo  did jpor  instraccion  en  mi 
raeaencia  al  dicho  Pdnfilo  de  Narvaez.'  Ayllon,  in  Carta  de  Audiencia,  in 
Pacheco  and  Cdrdenas,  Col  Doc,,  xiii.  337.  For  fuller  text  of  this  agreement 
ueeAyUon,  Parecer,  in  CoL  Doc,  Inid,,  i,  470-9.  By  the  time  the  discovery 
voyage  was  concluded  the  king  would  have  decided  tiie  case. 

"This  creeps  out  in  his  report,  to  which  he  adds:  'Pareci6me  que,  pues 
yo  principalmente  habia  ido  d  estorbar  que  no  oviesen  debates  y  escdudalos, 

2ae  debia  seguir  mi  camino  hasta  los  dexar  pacificos.*  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenaa, 
■ol.  Doc.,  xiii.  337.  The  account  of  his  enorts  in  Cuba  is  fdso  given  in  a 
special  letter  to  the  king,  written  by  him  at  Guaniguanico  March  Ith,  on  the 
eve  of  departore  for  New  Spain.  This  letter  was  detained  in  Cuba  tUl  August. 
PocA^co and CdrrferMM,  Co/. /)oc.,xi. 439-42;  Co?.  2>oc./n^c?.,i. 481-6.  Herrera, 
who  is  not  aware  of  the  agreement  with  Aillon,  assumes  that  Velazquez  and 
Narvaez  answer  his  protests  by  mere  assurances  that  they  intend  no  harm,  but 
will  take  care  of  the  king's  interest,  Narvaez  ending  the  discussion  by  b&yins : 
'de  qualquiera  manera  se  x>ensaua  embarcar  dentro  de  dos  horas.'  dec.  ii.  lib. 
ix.  cap.  xviii.  Bemal  Diaz  also  states  that  Velazquez  relied  so  much  on  the 
favor  of  the  bishop  that  he  totallv  ignored  the  protests  of  Aillon.  'Soldados 
dixeron,  que  venia  con  intencion  de  ayudamos,  y  si  no  lo  pudiesse  hazer,  tomar 
latierraen  si  per  su  Magestad,  como  Oidor.'  ffist,  Verdad,^  87.  SoUs  sup- 
poses that  Aillon  hoped  to  prevail  on  Narvaezwhen  once  ontof  Velazquez*  reach. 
Bist.  If  ex, ,  ii.  47;  CorUs,  Cartas,  117;  Ocmara,  Hist.  Mtx. ,  140.  The  governor 
evidently  feared  to  oppose  Aillon's  distasteful  resolution  to  embark,  lest  he 
should  induce  the  audiencia  te  adopt  a  more  forcible  interference ;  and  perhaps 
he  thought  that  his  protests  could  be  more  safely  disregarded  the  farther  he 
was  removed  from  the  centre  of  government. 

**  At  the  review  in  Cempoala,  New  Smiin,  were  found  80  musketeers,  120 

archers,  600  infantry, and  80  horsemen.  Uomara,  Hist,  Hex.,  146.    Cortds  was 

told  by  Gnevara  that  there  were  800  infantry,  including  80  archers  and  120 

musketeers.  Cartas,  116.    Oviedo  has  only  800  men,  but  with  200  horses, 

iii.  508,   while  Bemal  Diaz  raises  the  totals  to  19  vessels,  with  1300  to 

1400  soldiers,  including  80  horsemen,  90  archers,  and  70  musketeers,  but  not 

coonting  the  sailors.    The  artillery  of  guns  was  in  charge  of  Captain  Rodrigo 

Martin.  HUt.  Verdad.,  86-7.    CUvigero  adopte  18  vessels,  800  infantry,  85 

cavalry,  over  500  sailors,  and  12  guns.  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  113.     Aillon  vaguely 

.jientions   'over  600  Spaniards  in  sixteen  vessels.'   'Sin  que  yo  lo  supiese. 
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Sail  was  set  early  in  March,  1520,  and  after  touch- 
ing at  Cozumel  Island  to  pick  up  the  party  which  had 
been  left  there"  some  time  before,  they  entered  Rio 
de  Tabasco  to  obtain  water  and  provisions.  The  in- 
habitants fled  from  the  town  on  seeing  so  large  a 
force,  but  with  the  aid  of  an  interpreter  found  there 
they  were  reassured,  and  brought  maize  and  fowl, 
together  with  three  women,  as  presents  for  the  cap- 
tain. Four  days  aflier  leaving  the  river  the  fleet  was 
dispersed  by  a  storm,  with  the  loss  of  six  vessels  and 
a  number  of  soldiers  and  sailors.^  The  rest  of  the 
vessels  arrived  at  San  Juan  de  Ulua  in  the  latter  part 
of  April.«^ 

Three  soldiers,  deserters  from  the  exploring  expe- 
dition^ of  Cortes,  came  on  board,  and  after  declarmg 

llevaron  hasta  mil  indios.'  Carta,  in  Paeheeo  and  Cdrdenas,  Col.  Doc,  xiii 
337;  and  Tapia  says  1000  and  odd  men.  BifL,  in  Icazbaleeta,  Col  Doc,,  ii.  587. 
The  figures  from  the  review  in  New  Spain  most  be  increased  by  the  number  lost 
with  six  of  the  vessels  off  that  coast,  and  this  may  be  what  Bemal  Diaz  at- 
tempts to  do,  although  he  evidently  makes  the  estimate  too  high.  Agustin 
Bermudez  was  alguacU  mayor,  and  Cortes'  old  friend,  Duero,  managed  to  join 
as  contador.   Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  L 

"  Eighty  Spaniards  had  been  landea,  and  a  number  of  Indians,  but  most 
of  the  latter,  together  with  a  large  proportion  of  the  natives,  had  died  of 
small-pox  introctuced  by  the  Cubans.  To  judge  from  Aillon's  report  he  ap- 
pears to  liave  allowed  a  number  of  Spaniards  to  remain,  with  a  view  to  make 
there  a  caUing-place  for  ships,  and  which  might  serve  as  a  base  for  operations 
tending  to  the  conquest  of  Yucatan.  He  nuers  to  the  latter  country  as  an 
island  adjoining  Ulua,  which  he  believes  is  a  continent,  lying  near  the  land 
discovered  by  Soils  and  Yaflez.  Carta  de  Audienda,  Aug.  30, 1520,  in  Paeheeo 
and  Cardenas,  Col,  Doc.,  xiiL  338. 

>•  <Se  ahogaron  cinqiienta  ombres  6  los  demas  escapamos  con  barto  riesgo.' 
Carta  de  Aitdiencia,  in  Pa4:heco  and  Cdrdenaa,  Col.  Doc.,  xiii.  338-9.  Monte- 
zuiAa  informed  Cortes  of  this  shinwreck,  *6  le  mo6tr6  en  una  manta  pintados 
diez  y  echo  navios,  6  los  cinco  deUos  &  la  costa  quebrados  6  trastomaaos  en  el 
arena.  *  Tapia,  Bel. ,  in  leazbcUceta,  Col,  Doc. ,  ii.  586.  *  Tuuo  vn  viento  de  Norte 
. . . .  y  de  noche  se  le  perdio  vn  nauio  de  poco  porte,  que  dio  al  traues;  Oapitan 

Christoval  de  Morante. . .  .y  se  ahog6  cierta  gente.'  Bemal  Diaz,  ffisL 

Verdad.,  87. 

^^Aillon  was  among  the  first  to  arrive,  Narvaez  and  the  other  captains 
coming  in  during  the  following  two  davs.  Carta  de  Attdiejteia,,  in  Pcu:heco  and 
Cdrdenaa,  Col.  Doc. ,  xiii  339.  Hence  Presoott's  date  of  April  23d  is  somewhat 
too  accurate.  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg  assumes  that  a  landing  is  effected  on 
April  20th.  Hist.  If  at.  Civ.,  iv.  276.  Cortes  states  that  the  news  reached  him 
in  the  beginning  of  May.  Cartas,  113.  Taking  four  days  to  travel  to  Mexico. 
The  fleet  arrived  eight  days  after  the  ship-building  party  had  left  the  capital 
Oomara,  Hist,  if  ex.,  138;  Alaman,  Diaert.,  i,  109.  Narvaez*  aeent  in  Spain 
states  that  the  fleet  numbered  eleven  vessels  on  arrival  Demanda  de  Cebculoe, 
in  Icazbalceta,  Col.  Doc.,  i.  437. 

*^  Three  of  the  men  left  in  Chinantla,  'que  se  dezian  Ceroantes  el  choeaiv 
rero,  y  EscaJana,  y....Alonso  Hernandez  Garretero.'  Bemal  Diaz,  HU/t* 
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allegiance  to  Narvaez,  poured  into  the  ears  of  their 
wondering  countrymen  the  story  of  their  general's 
brilliant  achievements.  They  told  of  the  vast  extent 
and  resources  of  the  country,  of  the  wealth  accumu- 
lated ^  the  unfairness  of  Corti^s  in  dividing,  and  the 
conseauent  discontent  of  the  soldiers  and  the  danger 
of  their  position.*'  This  tended  to  render  the  conceited 
Narvaez  over-confident,  so  that  his  rival  was  rather 
benefited  than  injured  by  the  story  of  the  deserters. 
He  now  told  Aillon  that  he  would  land,  since  Cortds 
was  so  far  in  the  interior  and  the  vessels  in  a  bad 
condition.  He  was  also  determined  to  form  a  settle- 
ment, and  regardless  of  the  oidor's  protest  a  town 
was  founded  for  a  second  time  upon  the  site  of  the 
present  Vera  Cruz.*  The  governor  of  Cuetlachtlan 
hastened  to  send  presents  of  supplies,  as  an  act  of 
courtesy  to  a  captain  whom  he  supposed  to  be  the 
friend  of  Cortes.  He  was  undeceived,  however,  and 
told  by  the  deserters  that  Narvaez  was  the  real  envoy 
and  captain  sent  by  the  king,  while  Cortds  and  his 
men  were  fugitive  adventurers  whom  Narvaez  would 
punish.  His  king  had  heard  of  the  outrage  on  the 
emperor,  and  had  sent  him  to  procure  his  release,  to 
restore  order,  and  thereupon  to  return.  The  governor 
reported  this  to  Montezuma,  who,  thinking  no  doubt 

Verdad.,  87;  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  iz.  cap.  xviii.  Porras  gives  several  and  dif- 
ferent names.  OorUs,  JReaidencidf  ii.  600.  Cortes  appears  to  say  that  they  wen 
the  men  sent  by  him  to  bring  news  of  Narvaez  and^^who  deserted.  Cartas,  115. 
Aillon  speaks  of  one  man  who  came  on  board  of  hia  vessel.  Finding  that 
Cortes  had  instructed  the  Indian^  to  regard  any  foreign  arrivals  as  inimical, 
this  man  was  sent  to  reassuro  them.  Carta  de  A  udiencia,  in  Padieco  and  Cdrde- 
suu,  Col.  Doc, ,  xiii.  339.  It  appears  probable,  however,  that  Cort^'  expectation 
of  messengers  from  lus  king  was  known  to  the  Indians. 

'"Al^auan  las  manos  a  Dios,  que  los  libr6  del  poder  de  Cortes,  y  de  salir 

de Mexico,  donde  cada  dia  esperaoan  la  muerte y  au  dezia  el  Cervantes, 

0  Narvaez,  Narvaez,  a  ue  bien  aveturado  que  ores ....  que  tiene  esse  traidor 

de  Cortes  aUegados  mas  ae  setecietos  mil  pesos  do  oro,  y  todos  los  soldodos 
«8tan  moi  mal  con  el.'  iiemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  87. 

"  This  was  speedily  abandoned  for  a  camp  at  Cempoala.  Aillon  wanted 
merely  a  camp  to  be  formed  near  a  well  supplied  town.  The  municipal  officers 
were:  'Alcaldes  hordinarios  &  Francisco  Vordugo,  cufiado  del  dicho  Diego 
Velazquez,  casado  con  una  hermana  suya,  6  un  Juan  Yuste,  su  cufiado  6  mayor- 
domo,  6  regidores  d  Diego  Velazquez  6  Pero  Velazquez,  su  j  sobrinos,  6  &  Gon- 
alo  Martin  de  Salvatierra  6  Juan  de  Gamarra.  *  Carta  de  Audiencia,  in  Pacheco 
and  Cdrdenas,  Col.  Doc.,  xiii.  342. 
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that  it  would  be  prudent  to  secure  the  friendship  of 
so  powerful  a  commander,  whether  he  came  as  liberator 
or  oppressor,  sent  him  a  number  of  valuable  presents, 
and  gave  orders  to  provide  his  army  with  supplies. 
Narvaez  kept  the  valuables  for  himself,  a  course  which 
did  not  tend  to  increase  his  popularity,  and  transmitted 
in  return  a  few  trinkets  to  the  monarch,  with  as^ 
surances  of  his  good-will.^ 

Hearing  that  Velazquez  de  Leon  was  leading  a  large 
force  not  far  off,  Narvaez  sent  a  message,  appealing 
to  him  as  a  relative  and  old  friend  to  join  bim  with 
his  men;  but  Velazquez,  who  was  still  in  the  region 
in  and  above  Chinantla,  looking  for  tribute  and  gold, 
deigned  not  even  to  reply,  but  forwarded  the  letter  to 
his  general  and  asked  for  orders.  Meanwhile  he  and 
his  lieutenant,  Rangel,  assembled  their  men  and  made 
them  swear  allegiance  to  Cortds,  a  few  suspected  of 
sympathy  with  the  Cuban  governor  being  placed 
under  surveillance.**     The  next  step  of  Narvaez  was 

**'Conocian  en  el  Narvaez  ser  la  pura  miseria,  y  el  oro,  y  ropa. . .  .todo  89 
lo  guardaua.'  Bf^nal  DiaZf  Hist,  Verdad.f  89,  87.  Acoordiog  to  Oviedo's 
version  Montezuma  held  a  oooncil,  wherein  some  members  favored  the  plan 
of  attacking  and  killing  the  Spaniards  then  in  Mexico,  so  as  to  prevent  a 
junction  of  forces.  This  might  frighten  the  rest  into  departing.  Ouiers,  who 
were  more  confident,  urcred  that  tne  new  arrivals  should  be  lulowed  to  come 
to  Mexico,  so  as  to  swell  the  list  of  victims  for  the  sacrifices,  and  thia  propo- 
sition was  carried,  iii.  509.  Oviedo's  informant  evidently  ignores  the  declared 
object  of  Narvaez;  or,  like  SoUs,  Hist.  Jf«x.,  ii.  64-6,  he  does  not  b^eve  that 
any  communication  could  have  taken  place,  for  want  of  an  interpreter.  But  Solia 
forgets  the  three  deserters,  and  Indian  mediums,  perhaps.  Prescott  takes  the 
peculiar  ground  that  for  Montezuma  to  *have  entered  into  a  secret  communi- 
cation, hostile  to  the  general's  interests,  is  too  repugnant  to  the  whole  tenor 
of  his  conduct.'  Mex.,  ii.  236.  Cort^  states  that  Fatiier  Olmedo  had  evidence 
of  communication  and  interchange  of  presents  between  Montezuma  and 
Narvaez.  Cartas^  120-1.  Others  confirm  this,  as:  Tapia,  /?<•/.,  in  IcazbalcetOj 
Col.  Doc.,  ii.  587;  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex.  141-2;  Corta  del  B^ircUo  de  Cortis,  in 
Icazbalceta,  Col.  Doc.,  L  428-^.  The  position  of  the  emperor  as  prisoner,  and 
the  speedy  succession  of  events,  did  not  permit  the  relationship  between  the 
two  to  develop. 

^  Francisco  de  Lugo  being  actually  secured  with  shackles.  Timdo,  in  CorUs, 
Jiesidencia,  ii.  6 ;  CorUa,  CartoB,  1 18 ;  Carta  de  Audienda,  in  Pcucheeo  and  Cdrde^ 
naSf  Col.  Doc.,  xiii.  342.  Oviedo  reviews  Velazquez'  conduct  in  this  instance, 
and  concludes  that,  since  Cort^  gave  him  the  men  and  appointed  him  captain, 
he  was  bound  to  obey  this  his  immediate  principal,  unless  royal  orders  to  the 
contrary  had  been  exhibited.  'Si  aquel  capitan,  Johan  Velazquez  de  Leon,  no 
cstoviera  mal  con  sa  pariente  Dieffo  Velazquez,  6  se  passara.  con  los  piento  6 
cinqiienta  hombres,  que  avia  Uevado  k  Gua^acalco,  d  la  parte  de  P4mphilo  de 
Narvaez,  su  cuflado,  acabado  oviera  Cort^  su  officio.'  iii.  316-17. 
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to  demand  the  surrender  of  Villa  Rica,  which  the 
deserters  represented  as  held  by  less  than  four  score 
men.  This  task  was  intrusted  to  the  clergyman 
Juan  Ruiz  de  Guevara,  accompanied  by  Notary  Ver- 
gara,  Amaya  a  relative  of  Velazquez,  and  three  wit- 
nesses,*^ and  letters  were  given  them  for  distribution 
among  Cortes'  soldiers,  with  a  view  to  gain  their 
aUegiance.*^ 

Sandoval  had  been  advised  concerning  the  fleet, 
and  suspecting  the  object  he  sent  to  warn  Cortes, 
despatching  at  the  same  time  two  dark-complexioned 
soldiers,  disguised  as  Indian  fruit  venders,  to  learn 
further  particulars.  The  spies  remained  in  Narvaez' 
camp  a  whole  day,  and  by  mingling  with  the  leaders 
they  picked  up  valuable  information,  escaping  during 
the  night  with  two  horses.*'  Sandoval  now  sent  off 
the  old  and  infirm  soldiers  to  a  town  called  Papalote, 
in  the  hills,  and  obtained  the  promise  of  the  re- 
mainder to  hold  the  fort  with  him,  a  gallows  being 
erected  in  a  conspicuous  site  as  a  warning  to  the 
faint-hearted.  About  this  time  Guevara  appeared 
before  the  quarters  of  Sandoval.  No  one  came  to 
receive  him,  and  he  had  to  find  his  way  to  the  com- 
mander's house.  The  priest  had  been  led  to  believe 
that  little  or  no  objection  would  be  made  by  the  ad- 
herents of  Cortes  to  his  demands,  and  confidently 
he  began  his  harangue,  speaking  of  the  claims  of 
Velazquez  and  the  treason  of  Uort^s.  The  word 
treason  fired  Sandoval.  His  party  were  the  better 
servants  of  the  king,  he  said,  and  were  it  not  for 

n  <Al<nuo  de  Vergara,  escribaao,  6  con  Antonio  de  Maya.'  Demanda  de 
COaUoB,  in  Icazbaketa,  Col  Doc,,  L  439;  Bemal  Diaz,  HUt.  Verdad.,  88, 
writee  Amaya;  CorUs,  Resideneia,  ii.  168,  412.  • 

» <Me  trajeron  mas  de  den  cartas/  wherein  the  soldiers  were  told  to  give 
credit  to  the  statements  of  OncTara  and  his  companions,  and  to  rest  assured 
that  tiiey  would  be  rewarded  on  joining.  CorUs,  Cartae^  116. 

"  While  Belling  cherries  to  CJantain  Salvatierra  they  heard  him  refer  to 
tiie  treasures  of  CotMb  as  a  magninoent  prize.  The  designs  of  Cort^  against 
Montezuma  and  his  subjects  were  painted  in  dark  colors.  One  of  the  stolen 
horses  bcdonged  to  this  captain,  whose  ravinff  aoainst  the  spies  afforded 
flreat  amusement  to  the  camp.  Bemal  Diaz,  Hm,  Verdad.,  92;  Tapia,  Rd.^ 
m  Icazbaleeta,  Col  Doc.,  ii  687. 
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Guevara's  character  as  a  clergyman  he  would  have 
him  chastised  for  his  impudence.  As  it  was,  he  re- 
ferred him  to  Cortes  as  captain-general  and  justicia 
mayor  of  New  Spain.  Guevara  likewise  grew  warm,** 
and  a  war  of  words  followed,  which  the  commander 
cut  short  by  ordering  some  Indians  to  bundle  the 
three  principals  into  net  hammocks.  In  these  they 
were  carried  to  Mexico,  under  a  Spanish  guard,  to  be 
delivered  to  the  general.^ 

When  Montezuma  first  received  news  from  the 
coast  governor  of  the  arrival  of  the  great  fleet,  he 
supposed  that  these  were  the  vessels  which  Cortda 
had  said  that  he  expected,  and  by  which  it  was  hoped 
he  would  depart.  Montezuma  at  once  sent  for  Cortfe 
to  impart  the  tidings."  The  Spanish  general  was  not 
a  little  surprised  at  this  second  unusual  summons,  and 
still  more  when  told  that  his  vessels  had  arrived,  and 
that  new  ones  need  not  be  built.  While  he  was  yet 
puzzling  over  the  words,  the  emperor  produced  the 
painted  message  showing  a  fleet  at  anchor  off  Chal- 
chiuhcuecan.  *'You  can  now  leave  in  safety,  and  all 
will  be  well,"  continued  the  monarch,  overjoyed  at  the 
thought  of  release.*^     "Thanks  be  to  God,  who  pro- 

>*  He  ordered  Vergara  to  read  the  provisioDS.  Sandoval  declared  that 
none  but  a  royal  notary  should  do  so,  and  threatened  him  with  100  la8he» 
unless  he  desisted.  Guevara  interfered,  and  was  told  that  he  lied,  and  waa 
a  low  clergyman.  Berrud  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad,^  88. 

'^  Alguacil  Pedro  de  Solis  was  in  charge.  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  VercUid.y  88, 
describes  how  they  wondered  at  the  succession  of  great  cities,  etc.  The- 
guard  consisted  of  twenty  men.  Cortis,  Cartas^  115. 

'^Gomara  describes  somewhat  minutely  the  apprehension  created  among 
the  soldiers  by  this  summons,  in  face  of  the  threatening  aspect  of  affairs.  Hi< 
Mex.,  138-9.  Bemal  Diaz  states  that  Montezuma  kept  the  news  back  for 
three  days,  while  he  communicated  with  Narvaez.  He  might  have  delayed 
loneer,  but  feared  that  Cortes  would  suspect  something.  Hist.  Verdad.,  87. 

'^  While  still  talking,  they  received  another  message,  saying  that  troops, 
horses,  and  £uns  had  been  hmded.  In  his  joy  Montezuma  embraced  Cort^, 
exclaiming  that  he  loved  him  more  than  ever,  and  saying  that  he  would  dine 
with  him.  While  at  table  both  were  in  good  humor,  the  emperor  thinking  of 
the  departure,  the  general  of  renewed  conquests.  After  this  Montezuma  gave 
daily  feasts,  in  the  belief  that  the  task  of  entertaining  would  soon  be  over. 
Gomaray  Hist,  ifec.,  139.  It  is  more  likely  that  apprdiensions  prevailed  on 
both  sides.  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  no  stranger 
had  till  then  been  so  far  honored  as  to  sit  at  the  same  table  with  the  monarai. 
Hist.  Nat.  Civ.,  iv.  277. 
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vides  all  things!"  was  the  fervent  utterance  of  the 
general,  while  the  soldiers  sent  up  shouts  of  joy 
mingled  with  discharges  of  fire-arms.  "  Surely,"  they 
said,  "Puertocarrero  and  Montejo  have  returned  in 
good  time."  Further  consideration  of  the  matter, 
however,  convinced  Cortes  that  these  were  not  the 
ships  of  his  friends,  but  that  they  belonged  to  his 
archenemy  of  Cuba.  His  captains  thought  the  same, 
and  talked  with  calculated  effect  to  the  men  of  the 
great  wrong  to  them  if  the  hirelings  of  Velazquez 
were  to  step  in  and  reap  the  results  of  their  hardships. 
Anxious  to  learn  something  definite,  Cortes  sent 
two  messengers  by  different  routes  to  bring  news 
about  the  expedition,  a  third  being  instructed  to  follow 
Velazquez  de  Leon  with  instructions  to  await  orders 
before  proceeding  to  Goazacoalco;  a  fourth  messenger 
was  despatched  to  Villa  Rica."  Learning  meanwhile 
from  Sandoval  that  the  expedition  was  inimical  to 
him,  Cortes  sent  letters  from  himself  and  his  regidores 
to  the  commander,  stating  the  progress  of  conquest 
on  behalf  of  the  Spanish  king,  and  demanding  his 
object.  If  he  needed  no  succor,  and  came  not  pro- 
vided with  royal  authority,  he  must  at  once  depart; 
otherwise  Cortes  would  march  against  him,  supported 
by  the  vast  forces  of  the  empire.*    The  letters  were 

**  Monjaras  gives  their  names.    '  Faesen tiznados  como  los  yndios,'  et 

aeq.  Cortes^  Residencia,  i.  442-3;  ii.  47-49,  134-5.  Andres  de  Tapia,  who  had 
JQSt  returned  from  Cholula,  after  aettlins  a  boundary  dispute  with  Tlascala, 
was  the  fourth  messenger.  He  followed  by-paths,  walking  by  day  and  being 
carried  by  Indians  at  night,  so  that  he  reached  his  destination  in  three  days 
and  a  half.  Finding  that  Sandoval  had  already  sent  messages,  he  remained 
with  him.  Bel,,  in  IcazhalaUa,  Col.  Doc.,  ii.  68o-7.  Cort6s  writes  that  after 
being  informed  by  Montezuma  he  received  a  letter,  by  a  Cuban  Indian,  from 
a  Spaniard  who  had  been  stationed  on  the  coast  to  watch  for  vessels.  This 
announced  that  a  vessel  had  anchored  at  San  Juan  de  Ulua,  which  was  supposed 
to  be  that  of  the  returning  procuradores.  The  general  now  despatched  his  four 
messengers.  Fifteen  days  passed  without  further  news — ^this  is  probably  a 
misprint — after  which  native  paintings  were  received  showing  the  number 
of  men  landed,  and  with  them  the  report  that  the  messengers  from  Mexico 
were  detained  by  the  new  arrivals.  Cartas,  114-15.  A  man  named  Pinedo, 
who  fled  from  the  capital,  was  overtaken  by  Aztecs,  at  CorixSs'  order,  and 
bro^ht  back  dead.  Demanda  de  CebaXloB,  in  Icazbalceta,  Col.  Doc.,  i.  440. 

**  Cort^  intimates  that  a  friar  carried  this  message,  and  that  one  of  the 
questions  was  the  nationality  of  the  expedition.  Cartas,  115.  The  friar  ap- 
pears to  have  carried  a  later  messace.  Gomara  assumes  that  Cort^  already 
knew  who  the  commander  was.  and  offered  his  friendship.  Hist,  Mtx.,  142. 
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made  the  subject  of  jest  among  the  oflScers  of  Nar- 
vaez,  the  veedor  Salvatierra  declarmg  that  the 
messages  of  traitors  should  receive  no  attention. 
He  urged  the  expediency  of  marching  upon  them 
without  loss  of  time,  and  swore  that  he  would  broil 
and  eat  the  ears  of  Cortes. 

Shortly  after  the  letters  had  been  sent,  the  ap- 
proach of  Guevara  and  his  companions  was  announc^ 
And  now  for  more  of  that  deep  diplomacy  in  which 
Cortes  was  so  skilled.  Perceiving  the  importance  of 
conciliating  men  of  their  standing,  he  despatched  an 
escort  with  horses  to  bring  them  with  'all  honor  into 
the  city,  and  he  himself  went  to  meet  them,  expressing 
regret  at  the  rude  treatment  they  had  received.  With 
smooth  tongue  and  promises  he  wove  his  web  round 
them,  and  "oiled  their  hands  with  gold,"  as  Bemal 
Diaz  expresses  it.  He  showed  them  the  greatness  and 
wealth  of  the  country,  and  explained  to  them  how  it 
was  all  in  his  power;  and  he  sought  to  convince  them 
of  the  injury  dissension  must  occasion  to  God,  to  the 
king,  and  to  themselves.  Ah,  rare  talent,  the  talent 
of  tongue  1  Guevara,  at  least,  was  won  over,  and  went 
back  delighted  with  his  courtesy  and  liberality,  and 
in  full  sympathy  with  his  cause.*®  On  reaching  the 
camp  he  told  of  what  he  had  seen,  the  great  extent 
of  country,  its  vast  population,  and  the  number  of 
well  built  towns  on  every  side.  Nor  did  he  fail  to 
sing  the  praises  of  Cortes,  and  speak  of  his  treasures, 
of  which  he  displayed  specimens.  Every  captain  and 
soldier  under  him,  he  said,  could  boast  of  heavy  gold 
ornaments  and  well  filled  purses,  of  numerous  ser- 
vants and  beautiful  women;  and  they  lived  on  the  fat 
of  the  land,  having  the  country  and  all  its  inhabitants 
at  their  disposal.  The  general  had  taken  care  to  ex- 
hibit only  the  attractive  features  of  his  position,  which 
a;s  now  detailed  by  the  priest  captivated  the  hearts  of 

^  'Acabo  de  dos  dia8....donde  Yeman  muy  bravosos  leones,  bolvieron 
may  maiiBOB,  y  se  le  ofrecieron  por  aeryidores.'  Bemal  Diaz^  HiH.  VerdadLt 
88;  CorUs,  Beaidencia,  a  168,  465,  500. 
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the  listeners^  who  longed  to  be  with  so  fortunate  and 
liberal  a  leader.  Even  before  this  many  were  disaf- 
fected, and  despised  the  arrogant  and  narrow-minded 
Narvaez ;  others  took  an  impartial  view,  and  recog- 
nized the  evil  of  dissension  in  a  country  only  hfidf 
subdued,  while  yet  others  were  intent  only  on  securing 
treasures. 

The  priest  brought  a  letter  to  Narvaez,  wherein 
Cortes  expressed  delight  at  finding  his  old  friend  com- 
mander of  the  expedition,  although  he  regretted  that 
hostile  measures  had  been  taken  against  him,  who  as  a 
loyal  servant  held  the  country  for  the  king.  If  Narvaez 
carried  a  royal  commission,  it  had  onljr  to  be  presented 
to  be  obeyed;  otherwise  he  was  willing  to  come  to  a 
friendly  agreement,  since  hostilities  must  be  prejudicial 
not  only  to  them  both,  but  to  the  crown.*^    Guevara 
supported  these  expressions  by  recommending  a  peace- 
ful arrangement  and  withdrawal  to  new  territory,  for 
Cortds  was  evidently  loyal,  and  had  hosts  of  Indians 
to  aid  him  in  maintaining  his  position.    Narvaez  not 
only  refused  to  listen  to  any  overtures,  but  became 
indignant  with  the  clergyman  and  his  companions  for 
vivocatinff  them.    He  knew  that  the  forces  of  Cortes 
were  inferior  to  his  own,  and  of  Indians  he  had  no  fear. 
Cortes  had  eUcited  from  Guevara  a  number  of  facts 
regarding  the  expedition,  among  them  that  the  arro- 
gance and  parsimony  of  Narvaez  had  alienated  a  large 
proportion  of  his  followers,  and  that  a  little  gold 
would  have  a  wonderful  effect.**     Indeed,  they  had 
come  for  gold,  and  had  no  desire  to  raise  the  sword 
against  their  brethren  if  it  could  be  avoided.     This 
information  was  not  lost  on  the  astute  conqueror. 

*^  Cort^  said  that  he  conld  not  l^ye  Mexico,  where  his  preseiice  was 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  peace  and  treasures.  Cartas,  1 I7-I8.  *  Y  q  se 
Tiessen  solos.*  Cwnara,  Hist,  Mex.,  142.  According  to  Bemal  Diaz  a  letter  of 
similar  tenor  had  been  seat  on  before,  by  a  swift  messenger,  to  clear  the  way 
for  Guevara's  recommendations,  and  Cortes  therein  intimated  that  the  hostile 
utterances  attributed  to  Narvaez  must  be  due  to  the  interpreters,  for  he  was 
sore  that  so  wise  and  brave  a  captain  woidd  not  utter  anytning  to  the  preju- 
dice of  king  and  comrades.  Hist,  Verdad.^  89. 

^>  'Porq  dadiyas  quebrantan  pefUus.*  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  80. 
Hivx.  Max.,  Vol.  I.   2i 
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Shortly  after  the  departure  of  the  clergyman,  Cortfe 
took  counsel  with  Father  Olmedo,  that  most  admi- 
rable of  friars,  whose  knowledge  of  the  world,  calm 
judgment,  and  clear  foresight  had  more  than  once 
saved  Cortes  from  himself  Olmedo  now  undertook 
the  conversion  of  Narvaez  and  his  men.  Laden  with 
instructions  and  jewels,  he  proceeded  to  their  camp 
and  endeavored  to  win  Narvaez  to  peaceful  measures. 
Special  letters  and  presents  were  given  Duero,  Ai- 
Hon,  and  others,  who  were  supposed  to  be  friendly, 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  their  active  cooperation. 
Cortes  wished  especially  that  Narvaez  should  under- 
stand that  he  was  friendly  to  him.  Dissension  would 
react  on  both,  particularly  on  Narvaez;  unity  of  action 
could  alone  promote  their  common  aim  and  preserve 
the  country  to  the  king.  Cortds  had  fewer  soldiers, 
but  was  nevertheless  stronger,  from  possessing  inter- 
preters, knowledge  of  the  country,  and  control  of  its 
forces  and  resources.  Were  not  the  kings  already  his 
servants? 

But  Narvaez  was  stubborn.  Olmedo,  however, 
overcame  the  scruples  of  a  number  of  his  counsellors, 
who  advised  him  to  negotiate  with  a  man  so  strongly 
established.  Narvaez  called  them  all  traitors,  and 
told  Olmedo  that  he  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  himself 
for  promulgating  such  base  sentiments;  whereat  the 
priest  became  indignant,  and  devoted  himself  all  the 
more  assiduously  to  the  subordinates,  among  whom 
he  found  the  way  well  prepared  by  Guevara.  His 
arguments  found  willing  ears,  and  his  gold  confirmed 
the  arguments.  Among  his  companions  from  Mexico 
was  one  Usagre,  an  artillerist,  whose  brother  occupied 
a  similar  position  under  Narvaez.  This  man  also  did 
Cortes  good  service.  These  doings  could  not  escape 
notice,  and,  warned  by  Salvatierra,  the  commander 
would  have  arrested  the  friar  had  not  Duero  and 
others  interfered.  They  called  attention  to  his  diplo- 
matic and  religious  character,  and  the  courteous  treat- 
ment Cortes  had  given  his  own  messengers.    Narvaez 
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hurried  him  away,  however,  with  a  letter  for  his  gen- 
eral, wherein  he  claimed  authority  to  take  possession 
of  the  country  for  Velazquez.  If  Cortes  resisted,  it 
would  fare  ill  with  him." 

It  was  an  easy  escape  for  Olmedo,  for  Narvaez 
had  not  scrupled  shortly  before  to  deal  with  the 
royal  oidor  in  a  most  peremptory  manner.  Aillon 
had  remonstrated  with  him  about  his  proceedings, 
such  as  forming;  a  settlement,  threatening  to  enter  the 
country,  spreading  harsh  reports  among  the  natives 
against  Cortes,  and  neglecting  to  restraiu  his  men 
fipom  taking  property  and  otherwise  abusing  the  in- 
habitants. No  attention  being  paid  to  this,  he  for- 
mally called  upon  Narvaez  to  make  a  peaceful  demand 
for  the  surrender  of  the  country,  and,  if  refused,  to 
go  elsewhere  to  settle.  He  intimated  publicly  that 
the  measures  of  Narvaez  were  actuated  by  mahce, 
rather  than  by  loyal  wisdom.  This  the  vain  and  arro- 
gant commander  could  not  endure.  It  was  to  the 
oidor,  he  said,  that  the  present  growing  disaffection 
among  his  men  was  due.  He  was  becoming  danger- 
ous, and  the  municipal  officers  were  directed  to  seize 
and  carry  him  on  board  the  same  vessel  in  which  he 
had  arrived.  His  secretary  and  alguacil  were  placed 
on  board  another,  and  a  day  or  two  after  sail  was  set 
for  Cuba,  the  captains  and  crews  having  been  sworn 
to  deUver  them  to  Velazquez.**  During  the  voyage, 
however,  Aillon  persuaded  his  jailers  to  take  him  to 
Espanola,  which  he  reached  in  the  last  days  of  August, 
after  a  long  and  dangerous  trip  of  three  months  and 

* 

^According  to  Benud  Diaz,  Daero  penuaded  Karvaez,  at  the  instigatioD 
of  the  friar,  to  iiiTite  the  latter,  and  to  seek  by  friendly  efiforts  to  win  him 
ovier.  Pretending  to  yield  to  his  persoasionB,  Olmedo  told  him  that  if  the 
proper  persona  were  sent  to  confer  with  Cortes,  he  could  no  doubt  be  brought 
to  tenns.  It  waa  then  agreed  that  Duero  and  others  should  arrange  a  pri- 
vate interview  between  the  two  generals.  Hist.  Verdad.,  03;  Herrera,  dec« 
iL  lib.  ix.  cap.  xxi. 

**  The  reason  for  this  separation  of  oidor  and  officers  was  to  prevent  the 
Conner  from  issuing  authoritative  orders.  This  seizure  had  been  effected  just 
as  Guevara  returned  from  Mexico.  CorUs,  CasrUu^  118.  Hence,  Cortte*  letter 
fcilA^  to  reach  him ;  yet  Bemal  Diaz  assumes  that  he  received  it,  and  cooper- 
aled  aooordiogly.  HUA.  Verdad,^  89. 
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a  half.  The  consort  vessel  was  separated  from  him 
during  a  storm  shortly  after  leaving  Ulua,  and  the 
secretary  and  alguacil  did  not  rejoin  the  oidor  till 
October.  A  report  of  the  outrage  was  promptly 
forwarded  to  the  king,  signed  by  the  whole  audi- 
encia,  with  a  request  that  severe  chastisement  be 
inflicted,  in  order  to  maintain  respect  for  that  august 
tribunal.** 

Among  others  falling  under  the  wrath  of  Narvaez 
was  Gonzalo  de  Oblanco,  whose  advocacy  of  Cortes 
and  condemnation  of  Aillon's  arrest  brought  impris- 
onment, which  so  wrought  upon  him  that  he  died 
within  a  few  days.**  These  harsh  and  foolish  meas- 
ures engendered  further  discontent,  and  half  a  dozen 
of  Aillon's  supporters,  including  Pedro  de  Villalobos, 
deserted  to  Sandoval,  who  received  them  with  open 
arms.  Others  sent  to  signify  their  willingness  to  join 
Cort^s.*^ 

After  Aillon's  arrest  Narvaez  had  been  persuaded 
to  move  his  camp  to  Cempoala,  as  a  healthier  place, 
more  suitable  for  head-quarters,  and  better  provided 
with  supplies.  The  cacique  was  intimidated  to  sur- 
render some  eflfects  belonging  to  Cortes  and  to  accord 
the  new-comers  a  welcome,  which  seemed  to  stamp  his 
conduct  as  desertion.    "Oh,  well!"  said  Cortes  when 

««Thi8  report,  embodying  Aillon's,  is  dated  Angnst  30,  1520.  A  fonnal 
statement  of  the  case,  prepared  or  the  arrival  of  the  secretary,  was  forwarded 
on  November  10th.  Carta  de  Audiencia,  in  Pacheco  and  Ciimencu,  CfoL  Doe., 
ziii.  332-48;  AyUan,  JielacUm^mld.,  xii  251-2;  Carta  al  Bey  de  loe  Oidorts, 
in  Col.  Doc.  Inid.,  i.  495-511.  The  report  proved  a  heavy  alignment  acainst 
Velazquez*  case,  although  Bishop  Fonseca  at  first  sought  to  keep  it  rack. 
BerruuDiaz,  Hist.  Ver&d.,  90;  Peter  Martyr,  dec.  v.  cap.  v. 

^  Two  soldiers  were  also  impristfied  for  speaking  favorably  of  Gort^ 
One  of  them  was  Sancho  de  Bi^ahona  who  settled  m  Guatemala.  Bemal 
Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  89,  100.  To  Bernardino  de  Santa  Clara,  who  had  aided 
Aillon  in  the  formal  demands  upon  Karvaez,  nothing  was  done,  owing  to  his 
many  friends  in  the  camp.  Herrera^  dec.  iL  lib.  ix.  cap.  zz.~zzi.  This  man 
was  not  actuated  by  friendship  for  Gortte,  however.  Me  had  been  treasurer 
of  Espaliola,  where  his  prodigality  nearly  made  him  a  defaulter.  CorUs,  ReA- 
deneia,  ii.  166-8. 

«7  'Villalobos,  y  vn  Portugues,  y  otros  seys  o  siete  se  passaran  a  Cortes. 
Y  otros  le  escriuieron,  a  lo  que  algimos  dizen  ofreciendo  se  le,  si  venia  para 
ellos  y  que  Cortes  leyo  las  cartas,  caUando  la  firma. . .  .y  que  publicaua  tener 
en  Zempoalhl  dodentoe  Espafioles.'  Chmara,  Hist.  Mex.,  143.  Bemal  Dias 
says  five  deserters,  relatives  and  friends  of  AiUon.  HisL  Verdad.,  90, 92. 
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told  of  it,  "  long  live  the  last  victor."*®  But  he  could 
hardly  blame  the  natives  for  yielding,  when  even 
Sandoval  himself,  on  hearing  of  this  approach,  aban- 
doned Villa  Kica  and  took  refuge  in  the  mountains, 
where  he  remained  till  the  general  bade  him  join  his 
forces.** 

^  Herrera  amimes  that  he  was  deceived  by  Narvaez,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap. 
xix.,  but  intimidation  was  no  doubt  the  leading  motlye,  for  he  could  not  pos- 
■ibly  relish  the  prospect  of  Montezuma's  release  by  the  new-comers,  nor  the 
licentioiisneBB  and  creed  of  the  soldiers.  '  This  conduct  of  the  men  drove  the 
inhabitants  to  flight,*  says  Cort4s,  Cartas^  119,  125.  When  the  jewels  and 
other  effects  belonging  to  Cortte*  party  were  seized,  together  with  the  Indian 
wives  of  the  conquerors,  the  cacique  became  seriously  alarmed,  exclaiming 
tiiat  he  would  snrely  be  killed  for  permitting  the  outrage.  This  excited  only 
derision,  SaJvatierra  remarking:  'Aueys  visto  que  miedo  que  tienen*todo0 
estoe  GSaciques  desta  nonada  de  CortesiUo.'  Bemal  Diaz,  HisL  Verdad,,  90. 

**  Tapia,  Bel.,  in Tcazbalceta,  Col.  Doe.,  ii.  687.  ' EUos  dejaban  la  villa  sola 
por  no  pielear  con  ellos.'  CorUs,  Cartas,  119. 
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DisicAL  PROSFBOTS — Empibb  TO  HoLD,  ImrAsioN  TO  Repel — Thx  Abmt 
DnriDxs— Alvakado  Guasds  Moktezuma,  while  GoBxis  Looks  after 
Kabvasz — The  Mabgh  Seawabd — The  Rendezvous — The  Chinan- 
tecs  and  theib  Pikes— CoBTte  Sows  Allubino  Wobds  in  the  Caxp 
OP  the  Enemt — Pbofosals  op  Peace— Defiance — Niobt  Attack— 
CoBTts  Gaftvbes  Kabvaez  and  his  Abmy. 

It  now  behooved  Cortes  to  look  well  to  himself. 
He  might  win  a  score  of  Marathons,  but  one  Pares 
would  ruin  all.  When  embarking  in  this  enterprise, 
he  was  to  all  appearance  httle  above  the  common 
adventurer.  But  rare  talents  were  constantly  ap- 
pearing as  required  by  occasion.  Though  sometimes 
carried  away  by  excess  of  zeal,  he  had  proved  him- 
self an  adept  in  diplomacy.  And  for  one  hitherto  so 
sportive  and  pleasure-loving,  his  temper  was  now 
grave,  particularly  in  times  of  peril,  when  his  calm 
self-mastery  increased  with  increasing  danger.  The 
rhythm  of  battle  was  the  sweetest  harmony  that  could 
stir  his  soul,  and  yet  he  never  fought  but  for  a  pur- 
pose. On  gaining  an  advantage  he  indulged  in  no 
holiday  of  retrospect  or  repose;  so  long  as  anything 
remained  to  be  done  no  time  was  wasted  in  sell- 
gratulations.  He  never  turned  from  danger,  but 
hastened  to  seek  it  out,  perceiving  it  even  in  the 
darkness,  intuitively,  and  always  looking  it  full  in  the 
face.  It  was  while  preparing  to  strike  that  the  enemy 
received  the  staggering  blow,  and  the  advantage  thus 
gained   was  followed  up  to  yet  greater  advantage. 

(374) 
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it  no  time  appears  this  hero  stronger,  grander,  than 
LOW,  when,  without  authority,  without  the  royal 
anction,  in  one  sense  an  outlaw,  with  the  people  of 
he  country  against  him,  his  own  countrymen  coming 

0  war  on  him,  his  force  insignificant  as  compared 
rith  that  of  any  one  of  his  several  enemies,  he  yet 
olds  them  all  at  bay,  by  his  iron  nerve  and  ever 
eady  strategic  resources,  keeping  them  asunder, 
itting  one  against  another,  playing  on  the  foibles 
f  them  all  as  easily  and  serenely  as  a  lady  fingers 
er  guitar. 

Greatly  imperilled  were  now  the  conqueror's  bril- 
ant  visions  of  conquest  and  conversion,  of  fame 
ad  wealth.  If  Narvaez  were  to  advance  on  Mexico, 
le  Aztecs  could  not  fail  to  take  advantage  of  the 
pportunity,  either  to  join  the  professed  liberator  of 
leir  emperor  and  themselves,  or  to  attack  the  for- 
gners'  quarters  on  their  own  account.  This  would 
ace  him  between  two  fires,  to  which  famine  would 
•ove  an  effective  ally.  If  Narvaez  remained  on  the 
>ast,  it  would  be  to  cut  off  both  retreat  and  re- 
forcement,  leaving  him  to  Aztec  vengeance.  To 
)andon  Mexico  for  a  campaign  against  the  enemy 
ould  be  to  surrender  the  most  important  part  of 
le  conquest. 

To  divide  his  forces,  so  as  at  once  to  retain  his 
)ld  on  the  capital  and  meet  this  new  visitation — 
ch  a  measure  would  render  his  already  small  force 
3s  able  to  cope  with  an  enemy  not  only  its  equal 

courage  and  military  art,  but  far  superior  to  it  in 
imber  and  resources.  Yet  this  he  determined  to  do. 
le  revelations  of  Narvaez'  messengers  had  shown 
iw  possible  it  might  be,  by  judicious  gifts  and 
omises,  to  sow  discord  in  the  enemy's  camp.  The 
iests  Guevara  and  Olmedo,  and  others  of  both 
rties,  were  even  then  at  work,  and  chiefly  on 
eir    efforts  depended  his  prospects.     Thus  would 

1  seduce  to  his  purpose  the  opponent's  troops,  in 
far  at  least  as  to  effect  a  compromise  by  which 
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Narvaez  might  leave  him  in  comparative  peace.*  Who 
shall  say  t£it  his  good  fortune  may  not  still  favor 
him!  And  thereupon  he  resolved  to  move  his  camp 
nearer  to  the  enemy,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  any  emer- 
gency, and  further,  to  give  himself  a  more  imposing 
appearance  by  the  addition  of  native  auxiliaries.  An- 
other reason  for  this  advance  was  by  his  presence  to 
counteract  the  defection  of  Indian  allies,  arising  from 
the  parade  of  a  superior  force  by  Narvaez,  and  from 
the  stamping  of  Cortds  as  an  impostor. 

He  laia  the  project  before  his  council,  showing  the 
danger  of  awaiting  the  advance  of  Narvaez,  whose 
ill-will  had  already  caused  their  property  to  be  de- 
clared confiscated  and  their  names  branded  with  dis- 
honor. Deserters  to  Sandoval  had  brought  news  of 
serious  discontent  in  the  enemy's  camp.  Hundreds, 
they  said,  would  be  ready  to  come  over  or  to  remain 
neutral  if  Cortes  showed  a  bold  front.  Indeed,  the^ 
protests  of  Aillon  against  a  fratricidal  war  had  been 
echoed  by  most  of  them,  intent  as  they  were  on  ob- 
taining gold,  not  on  slaughtering  countrymen.  It 
was  in  any  case  better  to  advance  and  secure  a  good 
position,  perhaps  to  surprise  the  careless  Narvaez. 
With  God  and  the  king  on  their  side,  so  they  claimed, 
they  could  not  fail  to  conquer.  Some  objections  were 
ventured  upon,  but  promptly  suppressed  by  one  of 
the  captains,  who  reminded  his  comrades  of  their 
glorious  achievements  under  Cortds,  and  their  prob- 
able fate  should  Narvaez  gain  the  ascendancy.  The 
result  was  an  unanimous  approval  of  the  plan  proposed ; 
and  Cortds  thereupon  commissioned  the  captains  to 
represent  the  matter  to  the  men,  and  to  ascertain 
who  were  willing  to  follow,  and  who  should  remain  in 
Mexico.* 

1  'Velazquez. ...  si  yna  en  penonano  podia  escoBar  de  respetarle,  annque  nor 
BU  buena,  y  oUda  oondicion,  confiana  que  le  traeria  a  qualquier  buen  partido; 
pero  temia  que  yendo  otro  qualquier  General. '  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  xix. 

*  Oomara,  Hist,  Afex,,  144;  IlerrerOf  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  xzi. ;  BemafDiaZy 
Hist.  Verdad.f  90.  '  Afirman  muchos,  que  en  eaaa  n^on  estaba  tan  bienquisto 
Cort^^ue  fli  d  todoe  loa  quisiera  llevar,  tCNios  se  fueran  trds  6V  Ovieao,  iii. 
£09.    Wbich  is  exaggerated,  as  we  have  seen. 
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On  acquainting  Montezuma  with  his  intention,  the 
monarch  questioned  him  as  to  the  reason  of  the  hos- 
tility shown  by  the  other  force.  Cortes  well  knew 
that  it  was  useless  wholly  to  conceal  the  state  of 
affairs.  He  had  been  silent,  he  replied,  in  order  not 
to  give  him  pain.  He  and  his  men  had  been  sent  by 
their  king  on  this  mission,  and  were  from  the  royal 
province  of  Castile,  whilst  the  forces  on  the  coast 
were  a  rebellious  horde  from  the  outside  province  of 
Biscay,  and  inferior  to  them,  as  Otomfs,  for  instance, 
were  inferior  to  the  nobler  Aztecs.  They  had  come 
with  the  design  of  injuring  the  natives,  and  Cortes  as 
their  protector;  but  with  the  aid  of  his  patron  saint 
he  would  have  no  trouble  in  chastising  them,  and 
in  securing  their  vessels  for  his  speedy  departure.* 
Alvarado,  the  tonatiuh,  would  remam  in  Mexico,  and 
him  he  recommended  to  the  monarch's  consideration, 
requesting  that  supplies  be  provided  and  peace  main- 
tained. Any  attempt  at  revolt  would  react  with  ter- 
rible effect  on  himself  and  his  people.  The  emperor 
promised  that  this  should  be  done,  and  offered  not 
only  guides,  but  an  army  to  aid  him.  The  latter  was 
declined,  chiefly  because  Aztec  troops  could  not  be 
reUed  on.* 

^  'Debia  ser  algnna  mala  gente,  y  no  TasalloB  de  V.  A.,*  is  Oort^'  version 
of  tiie  reply.  Cartas^  119-20,  while  his  interpreter,  AguUar,  ffives  it  more  liter- 
ally as  'una  gente  yizcaynos  e  que  no  loe  enbiava  el  enperador.'  Teetimonio,  in 
CorUa,  BfsuSnciOy  ii.  47,  184.  Gomara  adds  that  Cortes  said  he  was  goinff  to 
protect  Montezuma's  subjects,  and  to  keep  the  strangers  on  the  coast  till  he 
was  ready  to  depart.  The  emperor  probably  dissimulated, '  holgando  que  Tno« 
Christianos  a  otros  se  matassen.*  JJist.  Afex.,^  145.  Forgetting  that  tiie  de- 
dared  purposes  of  Kanraez  were  well  known  in  Mexico,  Herrera  renders  the 
answer  that  this  captain  was  a  brother  of  Cort^,  sent  with  a  present  from 
their  king.  Both  would  come  up  to  the  capital  and  then  leave  the  country. 
The  rumored  enmity  was  due  to  an  order  from  Spain  to  avenge  any  injury 
suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  natives,  dec.  iL  lib.  x.  cap.  i  Brasseur  de 
Bourbourg  follows  him. 

* '  Aquellos  espafioles  le  dejaba  encomendados  con  todo  aquel  oro  y  joyas 
que  ^1  me  habia  dado . . . . y  le  di  muchas  joyas  y  ropas  d  ^1,  *  et  seq.  CorUs,  Cariasy 
119-20.     '  Aun  prometio,  que  embiaria  en  nuestra  ayuda  cinco  mil  hombres 

de  guerra,  e  Cortes bien  entendi6  que  no  los  auia  de  embiar,  e  le  dixo,  que 

no  auia  menester.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.^  91 ;  VetancvH,  TecUro  Mex., 
pt.  iii  135.  Ixtlilxochitl  assumes  in  one  place  that  Cortes  asked  for  men,  and 
was  told  that  Aztecs  dared  not  fi^ht  Spaniards,  but  would  go  as  carriers.  In 
another  version  the  confederate  kmgs  grant  the  auxiliaries.  Hist,  Chick.  1 300; 
Bdadonesy  389, 412.    Solis  assumes  that  Montezuma  is  devoted  to  Cortes ;  so 
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It  was  decided  that  all  who  were  not  wholly  in 
sympathy  with  Cortes,  should  remain  with  the  garri- 
son left  in  charge  of  Mexico,  since  self-preservation 
would  constrain  them  to  act  in  the  direction  of  his 
interest.  This  force  numbered  one  hundred  and  forty 
men,  and  with  the  loyal  Alvarado  for  captain,  Mexico 
was  regarded  as  secured.  The  defences  of  the  Span- 
ish quarters  were  strengthened;  all  the  guns  and  most 
of  the  fire -locks,  cross-bows,  and  ammunition  were 
left  with  the  garrison,  also  seven  horses.  Supplies 
being  not  over  abundant,  owing  to  the  drought,  maize 
and  other  provisions  were  brought  from  Tlascala  to 
serve  in  case  of  need.  The  men  were  promised  wealth 
and  honors  if  they  remained  faithful,  and  their  some- 
what hot-headed  commander  was  exhorted  to  pru- 
dence. "You  are  few  in  number,"  said  Cortes  to  them 
on  leaving,  "and  yet  you  are  strong;  finally,  have  a 
care  of  your  prisoner.'  * 

About  the  middle  of  May  Cortes  set  out  from 
Mexico  with  seventy  Spaniards,  sworn  to  implicit 
obedience.*  There  were  also  native  carriers,  a  number 
of  prominent  Mexicans  as  hostages,  and  guides  who 
were  to  take  them  by  a  short  southern  route  through 

does  Zamaooifl,  who  sees  a  proof  thereof  in  the  offer  of  troops.  He  could  not 
communicate  with  Narraez  for  want  of  inteipreters,  and  haa  he  wished  to  aid 
the  latter  he  would  have  attacked  the  Spanish  quarters.  Hist.  Mex,,  ii.  70-1. 
All  of  which  shows  that  this  author  is  not  profound  either  in  investigation  or 
argument. 

^  Bemal  Diaz  places  the  force  at  83  men,  with  10  cross-bows,  14  firelocks, 
4  large  guns,  falconets,  7  horses,  and  all  the  ammunition;  150  men  were  left, 
and  150  taken,  Oviedo;  a  little  over  50  were  left,  Tapia;  all  wished  to  go,  but 
200  were  left  and  250  taken,  including  the  men  of  Velazquez,  with  8  to  9 
horses,  and  a  force  of  carriers,  Gomara;  150  left,  250  taken,  with  a  number 
of  Indians,  IxtUlxochUi;  150  left,  Probanza  de  LejaJ.de.  B.  V.  de  Tapia,  who 
remained  with  Alvarado,  says  130;  Samirez,  Proceso  contra  Alvarado,  36. 
Cortes'  own  account  distributes  the  total  of  his  force  as  follows :  140  left  at 
Mexico,  150  absent  underVelazquez,  70  taken  by  himself,  150  at  Villa  Rica;  but 
this  is  more  than  the  original  number  given  on  setting  out  for  the  plateau.  The 
Villa  Kica  force  may,  however,  have  been  reduced  by  later  drafts,  for  other 
authorities  allow  only  about  70  men  for  tiiis  fortress.  In  the  Ramusio  edition 
of  the  CartaJi  140  men  are  given  as  the  garrison  left  under  Alvarado,  while  60 
are  taken  by  Cort^,  Via^gi,  iii.  244,  but  later  issues  place  the  former  figure 
at  500,  which  is  evidently  a  misprint.  However  much  the  figures  of  different 
writers  may  vary,  it  seems  to  be  admitted  that  war  and  diwase  had  made  a 
considerable  inroad  upon  them. 

*  'Fizo  capitan  dellos  a  Alonzo  Davila.'  Monjanw  and  Agnilar,  in  Coriii, 
Heitideneia,  ii.  48,  184. 
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^ztec  territory  to  the  coast.  Montezuma  accompanied 
dm  to  the  Iztapalapan  causeway,  and  there  took  his 
eave  with  friendly  demonstration,  while  a  number  of 
hieftains  continued  with  him  for  some  distance  on 
he  way  to  the  Huitzilapan  plateau.  He  had  no  in- 
ention  of  encumbering  himself  with  heavy  war 
oaterial,  for  the  little  he  possessed  could  not  avail 
Lgainst  the  superior  armament  of  the  enemy.  His 
Qust  be  a  light  corps,  capable  of  quick  movements; 
tratagem  should  supply  the  place  of  numbers.  And 
low  what  hopes  and  fears  were  theirs  as  they  marched 
n  toward  the  sea!  Surely  so  brave  a  little  army  was 
lever  more  beset  by  pitfalls  and  snares. 

On  reaching  Cholula  they  were  joined  by  Velazquez 
tnd  Rangel,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  who 
K^ere  now  the  mainstay  of  the  expedition.  About  a 
core  of  these,  suspected  of  favoring  too  strongly  the 
yuban  governor,  were  sent  back  to  Mexico,  so  that 
he  enterprise  might  not  be  imperilled  by  treason. 
Lmong  the  remainder  were  distributed  the  gold 
oUected  by  the  expedition  in  the  Tochtepec  and  ad- 
oining  region,  in  order  to  encourage  loyalty. "^ 

Unable  himself  to  visit  Tlascala,  Cortes  sent  Fran- 
isco  Rodriguez,  with  instructions  to  raise  a  force  of 
er  stanch  warriors.  He  succeeded  in  enlisting  sev- 
ral  thousand;  but  as  it  became  evident  whom  they 
'ere  to  meet,  the  natives  recalled  only  too  vividly  the 
^rrible  effect  of  Spanish  arms  and  prowess,  and  began 
ipidly  to  desert,  so  that  only  a  few  presented  them- 
^Ives  before  Cortes,  and  they  were  dismissed  with 
resents.® 

^  'Que  seria  fasta  catorze  mill  castellanos.'  Monjaras,  in  CorUs^  Restdencia, 

49.    'Cinco  o  seys  mill.*  Tirado^  in  Id,,  7. 

*  *Pon|  le  x^arocib  ii  aula  comegnido  su  intento.'  Herrera^  dec.  ii.  lib.  x. 
-p.  L  Perlmps  in  spreading  the  rumor  that  he  came  with  Indian  auxilia- 
w.  Among  the  auxiliaries  were  400  men  from  Huexotzinco,  under  Pedro 
onzalez  dc  Trujillo.  TiradOj  and  others,  in  CoHift,  Reindrivcia,  i.  247  et  seq. ; 
7  et  seq.  It  is  this  expedition  of  Rodriguez,  assisted  by  Diego  Garcia,  Alonso 
\  Ojeda,  and  Juan  Marquez,  as  captains,  that  has  misled  (iomara,  and  par- 
julirly  Herrcra,  in  supposing  that  the  whole  expedition  received  a  grand 
oeptiou  at  Tlascala;  but,  beside  the  above  reference,  Cortes  intimates  clearly 
loagh  tliat  he  did  not  go  that  way,  and  he  certainly  did  take  a  more  southerly 
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During  the  marcli  to  the  coast  scouts  were  sent 
out  by  the  main  road  and  through  by-paths  to  gather 
information  of  the  enenay.  Ifot  lar  from  Cholula 
Ohnedo  rejoined  the  army,  with  a  letter  from  Narvaez 
demanding  submission.  Of  this  no  notice  was  taken^ 
for  although  the  latter  had  endeavored  to  intimidate 
the  envoy  by  holding  a  review  of  his  troops,  the  brave 
friar  had  sounded  the  disposition  of  the  men  too  truly 
to  be  alarmed.  He  seemed  rather  disposed  to  under- 
rate the  strength  of  Narvaez,  and  with  a  sense  of 
the  ludicrous  he  amused  the  camp  with  his  description 
of  the  vanity  and  carelessness  of  the  leader,  and  the 
arrogant  assumption  of  the  officers.  When,  therefore, 
at  Quecholac*  they  encountered  Alonso  de  Mata,*^ 
notary  of  Narvaez,  who  had  been  sent  with  four 
witnesses  to  advise  Cortes  of  his  commission  and 
demands,  he  was  told  first  to  produce  his  own  creden- 
tials as  royal  notary,  and  being  unable  to  do  so  he 
was  refused  a  hearing."  The  official  mission  of  the 
messengers  being  thus  disposed  of,  Cortds  soothed 
their  wounded  pride  with  soft  words  and  hospitable 
cheer;  he  gave  them  presents,  and  took  care  before 
dismissing  them  to  feast  their  eyes  on  the  gold  and 
jewels  which  he  caused  his  men  to  display,  and  to  let 
them  know  that  thousands  of  Tlascsuitec  and  other 
troops  were  on  the  way  to  join  him.  Their  report  to 
Narvaez  was  a  confirmation  of  Guevara's  statement, 
and  did  much  to  promote  the  growing  disaffection 
toward  Narvaez. 

route  to  the  coast  than  on  the  previoas  jonmey.  Cartas,  120.  Bemal  Diaz 
also  says :  *emhi6  Cortes  a  Tlascala  &  rogar . . .  .que  nos  embiaasen  de  presto 
quatro  mil  hombres.'  JliaL  Verdad,,  91.  Presoott  falls  not  only  into  this 
generally  adopted  error,  bat  states  that  600  troops  were  asked  for,  Mex,^  ii. 
243,  whilst  the  chroniclers  all  say  from  4000  to  10,000.  'La  maior  parte  de  dlloa 
se  bolvi6,  porqne  aqnella  Nacion  no  estaba  acostombrada  k  pelear  faera  de 
sn  Tierra.'  Torquemadai  L  482.  A  not  very  sound  excuse,  since  their  troops 
bad  already  gone  to  Mexico. 

*  About  twenty  leagues  east  of  Cholula. 

10  *  Vezino  de  U  Pueblo,  que  era  ballestero.'  Bemai  Diaz,  HisL  Verdad.,  90. 

11  '  Piisole  preso  en  su  pi6  de  amigo.'  Dcmanda  de  GebcUlos,  in  fcaaibaketa. 
Col,  Doc,,  i.  441.  Hut  this  is  not  likely.  Bemal  Diaz  savs  that  Narvaez  was 
told  to  send  communications  to  Tampaniquita.  HuL  Verdad,,  91;  CorUa, 
Resideacia,  L  248,  ii.  185. 
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The  army  now  descended  from  the  plateau  to 
Ahuilizapan,  and  followed  the  slope  northward  to 
Huatusco.  This  town  appears  to  have  been  situ- 
ated on  the  head- waters  of  the  present  Kio  Jamapa. 
Half-way  down  this  river,  about  ten  leagues  south  of 
Cempoala,  lay  the  town  of  Tampaniquita,"  which  was 
the  rendezvous.  A  number  of  Indians  who  here  ap- 
peared with  complaints  of  outrages  by  Narvaez  were 
consoled  with  promises  of  speedy  relief.  Sandoval 
had  come  by  a  long  and  difficult  mountain  route  to 
avoid  the  enemy,  and  had  brought  with  him  about 
sixty  able-bodied  soldiers,  the  old  and  infirm  remaining 
at  Papalote.^' 

This  addition  raised  the  force  to  about  two  hundred 
and  sixty  men,  according  to  common  statement,  in- 
eluding  the  deserters  from  Narvaez.  Among  the 
number  were  five  horsemep,  and  a  few  archers  and 
musketeers.^*  They  were  poorly  equipped,  for  they 
brought  from  Mexico  little  else  than  well-worn  escau- 
piles,  or  quilted  cotton  armor,  shields,  swords,  and 
dirks,  a  miserable  outfit  in  which  to  meet  the  well 
armed  troops  of  Narvaez."  But  the  ready  resource 
of  Cortds  had  found  a  remedy.  He  had  noticed  in 
the  hands  of  the  Chinantecs  a  spear,  twenty  feet 
in  length,  which  struck  him  at  once  as  a  formidable 
weapon,  either  in  defence  or  attack.  It  would  be  par- 
ticularly serviceable  against  cavalry.  Immediately  on 
hearing  of  Narvaez'  arrival  he  had  sent  a  messenger 

^'  Torqnemadft  and  Clavigero  attempt  to  correct  this  spelling,  but  Bemal 
Diaz  is  sustained  by  Orozco  y  Berra,  in  Mex, ,  Noticias  Ciudad,  244-6.  Bemal 
Diazalso  mentions  Mitalaguita,  which  may  be  Metlangatia,  a  fewleagues  farther 
east.  nut.  Verdad.^  01.  Herrera  states  that  they  passed  through  CotasUan, 
by  which  he  means  probably  the  province,  and  not  the  town,  of  Cuetlacht- 
lan.  dec.  iL  lib.  x.  cap.  i. 

*'  Herrera,  nbi  sup.,  leaves  Ircio  in  command  at  Villa  Rica,  which  is  im- 
probable. Sandoval  arrived  at  the  rendezvous  the  day  after  us.  Bemal  Diaz^ 
J^iat,  Verdad.j  92;  CorUa,  Residencia,  ii  3-0.  Presoott  makes  him  join  lonff 
before  tiiis,  on  the  high  plateau,  but  he  misunderstands  his  authorities,  ana 
is  quite  at  sea  with  respect  to  the  route  followed  by  the  forces. 

^*  Bemal  Diaz  and  Herrera  say  266  in  all;  Torquemada  has  266,  beside 
captains  and  five  horsemen;  Cortes,  250  in  all;  Tapia,  about  250. 

IS  <Por  vn  peto,  6  capacete,  6  casoo,  6  babera  ae  hierro,  dieramos  aquella 
noche  qnftto  noe  pidierft  por  eUo.*  BtmcU  Diaz^  Hist,  Verdad.,  98. 
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to  that  province  with  an  order  for  three  hundred 
of  the  pikes,  to  be  finished  not  with  the  usual  iztli 
head,  but  with  double  points  of  copper,  a  metal 
which  abounded  in  that  region.  The  natives  having^ 
previously  tendered  submission  to  the  Spaniards,. 
Cortes  also  asked  them  for  two  thousand  warriors,  to- 
join  him  on  pentecost  day  at  the  rendezvous.  Both 
of  these  requests  were  promptly  granted,  and  before 
the  Spaniards  were  on  the  ground  the  messenger  had 
returned  with  a  force  of  Indians  bearing  the  weapons,^^ 
with  points  superior  in  finish  to  the  models  sent.  The 
messenger  was  Tobilla,  a  soldier  from  the  Italian  wars,, 
and  an  expert  at  arms,  particularly  with  the  lance. 
Under  his  instruction  the  soldiers  soon  became  expert 
pikemen,  and  gained  no  little  praise.  Add  to  this 
courage,  increased  by  many  victories,  their  admirable 
discipline,  their  influence  over  the  natives,  and  their 
knowledge  of  the  country,  and  the  little  band  assumes 
more  formidable  proportions. 

Under  the  several  influences  surrounding  him  the 
original  fierce  design  of  Narvaez  in  his  dealings  with 
Cortes  had  cooled  somewhat.  The  calm  confidence 
and  caustic  wit  of  Olmedo  tended  to  inspire  respect 
for  his  commander,  which  was  not  lessened  by  the 
rumor  of  vast  Indian  armies  massing  under  his  banner.. 
Nor  were  his  men  apparently  inclined  to  turn  the 
sword  against  their  countrymen. 

Before  the  return  of  Mata  he  despatched  a  com-^ 
mission  to  Cortes  demanding  the  surrender  of  the 
country,  but  offering  him  liberty  to  depart  for  any 
other  region,  accompanied  by  those  who  wished  to 
follow  his  fortunes.  With  this  object  vessels  and 
stores  would  be  provided.  The  bearers  of  this  pro- 
posal were  his  old  friend  Andres  de  Duero,  Guevara, 
another  clergyman  named  Juan  de  Leon,  and  one  or 
two  others." 

'*  Thirty-eight  pahnos  loog.  HerretUf  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  iil. 

^^  According  to  Bem&l  Diaz  this  commiBsion  was  azranffed  by  the  combined 
influence  of  Ounedo  and  Duero,  during  Obnedo's  second  visit  to  the  camp. 
The  friar  appears,  however,  to  have  been  there  bat  once,  when  he  wa» 
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Duero,  it  will  be  remembered,  had  greatly  assisted 
Cortes  in  fitting  out  his  expedition  from  Cuba;  in 
fact,  without  his  intervention  Cortes  would  never 
have  been  appointed  to  the  command.  Ldres  was 
dead,  and  it  was  quite  natural,  after  this  lapse  of  time, 
that  Duero  should  desire  to  look  in  on  Mexico,  and 
for  that  reason  had  joined  the  expedition  of  Narvaez. 
Yet  his  sympathies  were  wholly  with  his  partner,  and 
after  a  warm  embrace  he  came  at  once  to  the  subject 
of  his  ducats.  Their  interview  was  private  and  pro- 
tracted, and  appears  to  have  been  satisfactory,  Cortds 
receiving  on  the  one  hand  valuable  information  about 
Narvaez  plans  and  position,  and  Duero,  on  the  other, 
coming  forth  with  weighted  pockets,  as  an  instalment 
of  the  larger  sum  to  follow.  According  to  Bernal 
Diaz  it  was  arranged  that  Duero  should  receive  valu- 
able grants  and  oflBces  if  he  persuaded  the  alguacil 
mayor  and  other  leaders  so  to  manage  affairs  that 
Narvaez  should  be  captured  or  killed,  and  Cortes 
acknowledged  captain-general  over  all  the  troops.*' 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  agreement,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  Duero  promised  to  promote  his  friend's 
schemes  in  the  other  camp. 

Guevara  and  the  other  members  of  the  commission 
were  also  loaded  with  presents,  and  confirmed  as  sup- 
porters of  Cortes.  As  for  Narvaez'  proposition,  he 
charged  them  to  reply  that  he  would  listen  to  none 

ezpeUed.  Knowing  Salvatierra  to  be  a  blusterer,  Bermudez,  the  al^acil 
mayor,  proposed  tliat  he  should  join  the  commission,  bat  his  intended  victim, 
not  caring  to  trust  himself  within  the  power  of  Cort^,  pleaded  sickness  and  a 
dislike  to  speak  with  a  traitor.  *  Seftor  Veedor,'  chimed  in  Olmedo,  ironically, 
'best  it  is  to  be  prudent,  and  you  may  have  him  prisoner  before  long.'  Huft. 
Verdad.,  93. 

^^  Duero  was  to  receive  the  share  of  treasures  claimed,  a  command  in  the 
expedition  equal  to  that  of  Cortes,  and  after  the  conquest  a  grant  of  towns 
similar  to  his  own.  As  a  further  inducement,  sufficient  gold  was  given  to  load 
his  two  Cuban  servants.  On  taking  leave  of  the  general,  on  pentecost  morning, 
Duero  asked :  *  What  has  your  worshipto  say,  before  I  leave  ?  *  God  be  with  you,  * 
was  the  reply,  'and  see  to  it,  Sefior  Duero,  that  it  be  done  as  arranged,  or  by 
my  conscience  [Cortes'  favorite  oath]  1*11  be  in  your  camp  within  three  days, 
with  all  my  companions,  and  the  first  to  receive  tiie  lance  will  be  your  worship, 
if  I  see  aueht  contrary. '  BemcU  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad, ,  94.  Monjaras  states  that 
Duero  and  Leon  warned  Gort^  against  opposing  Karvaes*  aimy  and  commis 
sion.  CarUs,  Beaideneiay  IL  49. 
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but  a  royal  mandate,  and  would  hold  the  country  for 
the  king,  as  was  the  duty  of  a  loyal  subject,  and  to 
this  he  and  his  followers  were  prepared  to  pledge 
their  Uves.  Still,  he  was  ready  to  meet  Narvaez,  each 
accompanied  by  ten  attendants,  in  order  that  their 
respective  claims  might  peradventure  be  happily  ad- 
justed. It  was  supposed  by  the  captains  of  Cortes, 
who  had  influenced  the  proposal,  that  the  result  would 
be  a  division  of  territory,  and  to  this  they  were  willing 
to  agree.** 

Duero  had  been  requested  by  Narvaez  to  persuade 
Velazquez  de  Leon  to  visit  their  camp,  in  the  hope  that 
a  personal  meeting  might  win  him  to  their  cause.** 

V  elazquez'  disregard  of  the  former  summons  from 
the  enemy  had  confirmed  the  faith  of  Cortes  in  his  loy- 
alty, and  since  a  visit  to  the  camp  of  Narvaez  migh^ 
leald  to  important  information,  he  advised  him  to  go^ 
at  the  same  time  intimating  that  his  heavy  ornaments 
might  have  a  happy  effect  on  that  gold-thirsty  crew." 
With  a  view  to  temporize  he  was  authorized  to 
offer  himself  as  mediator  between  the  two  generals, 
and  with  a  supply  of  gold  for  bribes  he  went  over  to 
the  camp  of  Narvaez.  There  he  met  a  most  cordial 
reception.  Gently  the  commander  remonstrated  at 
his  adherence  to  a  traitor  who  had  so  deeply  injured 
his  relatives.     *'  He  is  no  traitor,"  replied  Velazquez 

^*  Ck>rt^  to  remain  goTemor  of  the  part  to  be  allotted  him  till  the  king 
Bhould  decide.  Tapia,IieL,  in  IcazbalceUif  Col.  Doe.,  iL  68S.  According  to 
Gomara,  who  sends  Veedor  Alvarez  Chioo,  Joan  Velazquez,  and  Juan  del 
Kio,  to  carry  the  message,  Ck>rt^  proposed  a  private  interview  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  two  points,  whether  Narvaez  would  leave  Mexico  to  him  and  go  to 
Pdnuco  or  elsewhere,  aided  by  Cortes  with  gold  and  supplies,  or  whether 
Narvaez  preferred  to  take  Mexico  and  give  him  300  or  400  men  wherewith  to 
pass  on  to  new  conquests.  Hist,  Mex.,  144.  The  last  proposal  could  only 
have  been  a  trap  to  secure  Narvaez'  men.  Prescott  chooses  to  omit  the  pro- 
posal for  an  interview,  and  sends  instead  the  ultimatum  with  Duero,  a 
glaring  disregard  of  Cortes'  own  text,  as  confirmed  by  others.  CorUSy  (kuiaa, 
121-2;  Oviedo,  iii.  314. 

so  *  Dize  Narvaez,  y  en  todo  sa  Real  ay  fama,qui  si  U.  merced  [Velazquez] 
Til  all4,  que  luego  yo  [Cort^]  soy  deshecho.'  BerncU  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  95. 

^^  Bemal  Diaz  states  that  Cort^  made  the  request  in  a  manner  that  ap- 
peared to  Velazquez  an  attempt  to  probe  his  loyalty.  He  therefore  refused 
to  take  any  valuables  with  him,  but  was  finally  penmaded  Juan  del  BiOy 
Cort^'  equerry,  kept  him  company. 
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warmly,  "there  haa  been  no  treason  either  acted  or 
intended."     He  would  not  listen  to  any  overtures, 
even  when  coupled  with  the  promise  of  a  command 
second  only  to  that  of  Narvaez.    "I  have  sworn  loy- 
alty to  Cortes,"  he  said,  "and  I  will  remain  true." 
Nevertheless,  that  he  might  not  appear  ungracious, 
he  promised  to  use  his  efforts  toward  the  recognition 
of  Narvaez'  supremacy.    A  review  of  the  troops  was 
held  to  impress  him  with  the  superiority  of  the  forces 
with  which  he  might  soon  have  to  contend. 

A  courtier  in  manner,  and  with  a  fine  presence, 
Velazquez  quickly  won  his  way  among  the  captains 
and  staff;  nor  did  he  fail  to  improve  the  opportunity 
by  presenting  his  general's  cause  in  the  most  attract- 
ive light.  No  little  weight  was  given  to  his  words 
by  the  heavy  gold  chain  which  fell  in  several  coils 
upon  his  breast." 

Cortes  affirms  that  the  proposal  for  an  interview 
with  Narvaez  had  been  accepted,  and  that  he  was 
preparing  to  attend  it  when  the  warning  came  that 
advantage  would  be  taken  of  the  meeting  to  seize  or 
kill  him.^   If  treachery  was  intended,  it  is  more  likely 

**  Bemal  Diaz  adds  that,  these  efforts  being  observed  by  SalYatierra,  Nar- 
Taez  was  urged  to  seize  Velazquez,  and  this  would  have  been  done  but  for  the 
representations  of  Duero  and  others.  Duriiig  the  dinner  given  in  his  honor, 
Captain  Diego  Velazquez,  nephew  of  the  Cu&n  governor,  alluded  in  one  of 
his  reniarks  to  Cort^  as  a  traitor.  The  guest  appealed  to  Narvaez  anunst 
such  expressions.  Diego  repeated  the  term,  and  added  that  Juan  did  not 
deserve  to  bear  the  name  Velazquez.  Grasping  his  sword  the  latter  retorted, 
calling  him  a  liar.  He  would  prove  himself  a  better  man  than  eitiier  imcle 
or  nephew,  if  permission  was  granted.  The  otiiers  had  to  interfere  to  pre- 
vent the  clashing  of  swords,  and  Narvaez  was  persuaded  to  order  the  turbu- 
lent visitor  away.  At  leave-taking  the  general  showed  his  annoyance,  and 
said  that  it  would  have  been  better  had  he  not  come.  Diego  Velasquez,  who 
stood  by  his  side,  added  a  threat,  to  which  Juan  rashly  retorted,  with  a  twirl 
of  his  beard:  'Before  many  dm  I  shall  see  if  your  nrowess  equals  your 
boast.'  Alarmed  at  his  want  of  self-control,  Dnero  and  other  sympathizers 
hurried  him  away  before  he  could  utter  any  more  indiscretions.  He  and  the 
equeiry  had  haroly  left  camp  before  some  horsemen  appeared,  as  if  in  pursuit, 
and  caused  them  to  increase  their  pace.  Hist,  VerdcuL,  05-6;  Herrera,  dec.  ii. 
Ub.  z.  cap.  i. 

"  Cartas,  122.  Bemal  Diaz  assumes  that  the  proposal  for  an  interview 
came  from  Narvaez,  through  Duero,  to  whom  he  also  confided  the  intended 
treachery.  Olmedo,  who  had  {Hretended  to  be  won  over,  was  also  informed. 
Hitt.  Verdad.j  93.  Herrera  supposes  that  Sandoval  warns  Gort^,  who,  ac- 
oording  to  Gomara,  is  still  at  Mexico  when  the  proposal  comes.  Hitt,  Mex,^ 
144.  Sblis  is  more  correct  in  ascribing  the  warning  to  Daero.  Hist.  Mex, ,  iL  83. 
Hist.  Vjbl,  Vol.  I.   M 
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to  have  originated  with  Cortes,  who  was  by  no  meana 
scrupulous,  as  we  have  seen,  while  Narvaez  appears 
to  have  borne  the  reputation  of  a  man  of  honor.^  It 
is  still  more  probable  that  Cortes  invented  the  warn- 
ing in  order  to  be  free  before  his  followers,  and  before 
Narvaez,  to  carry  out  a  more  momentous  project, 
which,  with  the  increased  knowledge  of  affairs  in  the 
enemy's  camp,  and  with  the  growth  there  of  his  party, 
had  begun  to  unfold  in  his  mind. 

It  was  a  grand  conception;  yet  grander  still  the 
execution.  It  was  a  different  matter  with  a  small 
force  to  fall  upon  a  well  appointed  army  of  country- 
men; different  from  war  on  naked  savages,  to  sur- 
prise them  by  night,  or  otherwise  to  vanquish  them. 
Yet  this  was  what  Cortes  now  proposed  to  do.  Nor, 
in  adopting  this  bold  measure,  does  he  lay  himself 
open  to  the  charge  of  rashness  or  recklessness.  His 
situation  was  desperate:  he  must  conquer  or  be  con- 
quered. Cortes  was  no  abstract  theorist:  he  dealt 
mainly  in  concrete  facts;  not  necessarily  demonstrated 
facts,  but  facts  reached  often  by  intuition  alone. 
With  facts,  intuitively  or  practically  arrived  at,  he 
kept  himself  well  stored.  He  possessed  many  noble 
qualities,  but  on  the  whole,  as  we  have  seen,  his 
character  was  not  cast  in  an  immaculate  mould.  He 
was  exceedingly  religious;  and  while,  as  I  have  said, 
he  would  not  let  religion  stand  in  the  way  of  his 
ambition,  yet  he  was  more  bigoted  than  any  of  his  fol- 
lowers. Aside  from  the  chivalrous  abandonment  of 
himself  to  fate,  and  the  brilliant  achievements  thence 
arising,  there  was  little  admirable  in  him.  He  knew 
nothing  of  lofty  magnanimity,  although  he  did  many 
magnanimous  acts;  he  knew  nothing  of  pure  disin- 
terestedness, or  a  generosity  of  soul,  although  he  was 
ofttimes  exceedingly  generous.  He  had  none  of  that 
sense  of  unswerving  justness  and  sensitiveness  to 
wrong  which  characterized  Grijalva.    His  self-posses- 

**  The  fauet  that  he  allowed  such  dangerous  men  as  Velasqnes  de  Leon  and 
Olmedo  to  go  free  indicates  that  he  harm>red  no  treachery. 
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mon  never  left  him.    He  was  a  power  within  himself,- 
and  he  knew  it.    Thus  it  was  in  Mexico  now ;  and  for 
years  afterward  when  Mexico  was  all  America,  he. 
was  Agamemnon,  king  of  men,  the  greatest  of  Greece . 
when  &reece  was  all  the  world. 

Under  the  present  inspiration,  he  sent  Rodrigo 
Alvarez  Chico  and  a  notary^  to  withdraw  the  proposal 
he  had  made  Narvaez  for  an  interview,  and  to  demand 
of  him  the  production  of  a  royal  commission,  author- 
izing his  presence  there,  which  commission  would  be 
respected;  otherwise  he  must  cease  meddling  with 
the  affairs  of  the  country.  The  followers  of  Narvaez 
were  to  be  formally  forbidden  to  obey  his  orders ;  and 
they  were  to  appear  before  Cortes  within  a  specified 
time,  and  learn  from  him  what  the  interests .  of  the 
king  required  of  them.  Failing  in  this,  he  would 
have  them  seized  and  dealt  with  as  rebels  against  his 
majesty.^ 

The  cool  impudence  of  this  demand,  coming  from 
the  captain  of  a  little  band  of  outlaws  hemmed  in 
between  hostile  forces,  gave  rise  to  no  small  amuse- 
ment in  the  enemy's  camp.  Narvaez  chose  neverthe- 
less to  regard  the  matter  seriously,  receiving  the 
message   as   an  insolent  defiance.     He  declared  he 

^  GK>iDara  sendB  them  with  Velazquez  de  Leon.  Hist.  Mex,,  144.  'Chico,  4 
Fedro  Hernandez,  escribano.'  Detnanda  de  CeboMoa,  in  Icazbalceta,  Col.  Doe., . 
1  440.  Velazquez  having  gone  on  a  mediatory  mission,  Chico  must  have 
been  sent  after  his  departure. 

** '  La  respuesta ....  f  u^  prender  al  escribano  y  ^  la  persona  que  con  mi  poder 
....los  cuales  estuvieron  detenidos  hasta  que  lleg6  otro  mensajero  que  yo 
envi^.'     'Escribi  una  carta  al  dicho  Narvaez  y  otra  k  los  terceros,  diciendofes 
o6mo  yo  habia  sabido  su  mala  intencion.'  Cortis,  Cartas,  122-3.     The  refer- 
ence to  a  messenger  indicates  Cort^*  meaning  to  be  that  Chico  preceded  Velaz-  . 
qnezde  Leon.  €k>maraas8ume8thatCort^s*pretextforwithdrawingtheproposal 
lor  an  interview  was  that  Narvcoez  had  declined  to  entertain  the  points  to  be 
there  discussed.  See  note  19.    Chico  had  warned  him  of  the  intended  treachery. 
HiaL  Mex.j  144.     '  Y  que  sapiesse  que  no  auian  de  cantar  dos  gallos  en  vi^ 
mxdadar,  y  que  aparejasse  las  manos.   Herrtra,  dec.  ii.  lib.  ix.  cap.  xxi.    Bemal 
IXaz  sends  the  message  with  Olmodo,  'since  no  royal  notary  dare  carry  it/ 
and  gives  Narvaez  thSree  days  in  which  to  send  in  any  commission  he  may 
possess  signed  by  the  kin^.     Without  such  commission  he  must  leave  the 
oonntry,  or  Cort^  will  seize  him  and  inflict  punishment  for  the  outrage  on 
AiUon  and  on  the  Indians.    This  ultimatum  was  signed  also  by  the  captaina  . 
and  some  soldiers,  including  Bemal  Diaz.  Hist.  Verdad.,  92-3.    An  answer . 
was  demanded  through  the  same  messengers.  Tapia,  Rel.,  in  Icazbalceta,  CoL  ' 
Doc.,  ii  588. 
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would  no  longer  show  forbearance  toward  the  traitor; 
he  set  a  price  on  the  head  of  Cortes,  announced  the 
estate  of  his  followers  to  be  confiscated,  and  pro- 
claimed open  war  against  them.*' 

Immediately  after  despatching  his  ultimatum  Cortes 
broke  camp  and  followed  his  messengers  at  a  quick 
march.^  At  Rio  de  Canoas,  or  La  Antigua,  Velazquez 
came  up  with  letters  from  Duero  and  others.  They 
had  probably  been  written  under  a  preconcerted  ar- 
rangement, for  they  were  read  to  the  leaders  and 
discussed,  the  result  being  a  unanimous  resolution  to 
advance.  So  forward  the^  went,  Cortds  exclaiming, 
''  Death  to  the  ass  or  to  him  who  drives  it  I"* 

Crossing  the  swollen  river  with  some  diflSculty," 
he  hurried  on  to  Rio  Chachalacas,  over  a  league  from 
Cempoala,  where  camp  was  formed  quietly  and  with- 
out fires.*^  This  sudden  movement,  coming  immedi- 
ately after  Duero's  interview  with  Cortes,  confirms  the 
supposition  that  a  plot  had  been  concocted  by  them, 
which  was  to  surprise  Narvaez  under  advantageous 
circumstances  arranged  by  confederates.  There  were 
to  be  no  half-way  measures;  all  must  be  staked  on 
one  cast." 

^  *  Daria  doB  mil  pesos,  a  ^aien  matasse  a  Henumdo  Cortes,  o  a  Gonpalo 
de  Sandoual.'  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  i.  'Tnda  mandado  de  Diego 
Velazquez  que  d  mi  y  d  ciertos  de  los  de  mi  compaftia  que. . .  .nos  ahorcase.' 
CorUs,  Cartas,  121.  '  Hizo  proceso  eu  forma  contra  Oort^,  y  por  su  sen- 
tencia,  le  conden6  d  muerte.'  Ixtlilxochitl,  Hut.  Clticfu,  300;  Gbmara,  Hist. 
Mex.,  143,  146. 

^  *  Dende  a  doe  horas  que  se  partid  el  Joan  Velasquez,'  says  Bemal  Bia^ 
Hist.  Verdad.,96. 

^  Implying  that  since  Narvaez  would  not  listen  to  reason,  Cortte  or  lie 

should  die.     *  Velazquez  dixo  al Cortes  que  adonde  yva  que  yva  a  la 

camesceria.*  Testimonio,  in  Cort6s,  Jiesidencia,  i.  249;  ii.  9,  50,  185-6.  On 
the  way  to  Rio  de  Canoas,  where  they  arrived  the  day  after  leaving  camp, 
two  hogs,  with  navel  on  the  back,  were  killed,  an  incident  which  many  in- 
terpreted as  a  sign  of  victory.  Velazquez  having  arrived  with  the  messenger 
who  carried  the  ultimatum,  the  army  proceeded.  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad,^ 
1)5.  '  Anduvimos  aquel  dia  casi  diez  leguas.'  Tapia,  in  Icasbalceta,  Col.  Doc, 
11.588. 

"^  Two  men  were  drownedin  crossing  thestream.  Herrera,  decii.  lib.  x.  cap.ii. 

'^  'Dos  legnas  de  los  contrarios.'  ^Topta,  Rtl.,  in  Icaabalceta,  CoL  Doc. 
'  Fuimos  a  dormir  a  vn  riachuelo,  adOde  estava  en  aquella  sazon  vna  puete 
obra  de  vna  legua  de  Cepoal. '  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  96.  Prescott  here 
«vidently  follows  the  erroneous  topography  of  Soils,  who  confuses  this  creek 
with  Rio  Canoas.  Hist.  Afex.,  ii.  85;  Cortis,  ReMencia,  i  249;  ii  50. 

M  <Como  yo  deseaba  evitar  todo  escdndalo,  pareci^me  que  seria  el  meno6y 
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Calling  his  men  round  him,  he  made  one  of  those 
stirring  appeals  in  which  he  knew  so  well  how  to  ani- 
mate their  spirit  and  touch  their  heart.  He  reviewed 
their  right  to  the  conquest,  and  their  promises  to  hold 
the  country  for  the  king.  "And  now  comes  this 
emissary  of  Senor  Velazquez/'  Cortds  continued,  "full 
of  envy  and  treacherous  design,  to  appropriate  the 
fruit  of  your  hard- won  victories.  This  pompous  Nar- 
vaez,  while  seizing  your  riches  and  clothing  himself 
in  your  glory,  would  load  you  with  impositions  and 
brand  you  with  dishonor.  Will  you  submit  to  this? 
Will  you,  who  have  overcome  mighty  hosts,  who  have 
seized  empires,  who  even  now  hold  monarchs  in  your 
hands,  will  you  place  your  necks  in  the  yoke  and 
humbly  submit  to  the  unjust  demands  of  this  instru- 
ment of  your  ancient  enemy?  God,  who  has  always 
been  with  us,  will  still  fight  on  our  side,  if  we  will 
be  true  to  him  and  true  to  our  king.  We  must  fight, 
and  it  is  for  life;  ay,  and  more  than  life — for  honor 
and  glorious  inheritance."  Cheer  after  cheer  burst 
from  the  men,  while  the  captains  hastened  to  assure 
Cortds  that  they  would  follow  him  to  the  death.^ 

Although  it  was  generally  understood  that  coopera- 
tion was  expected  within  the  enemy's  camp,  the 
prudent  general  made  no  mention  of  the  fact,  lest  it 
might  render  the  men  less  self-reliant.  He  pointed 
out,  however,  that  their  opponents,  although  more 
numerous  than  they,  were  unused  to  war,  effeminate, 
disheartened  from  hardships,  and  discontented  with 
their  commander.  He  explained  the  arrangement  of 
Narvaez'  camp,  and  divided  the  force  into  three 
parties,  under  the  command  respectively  of  Sandoval^ 

yo  ir  do  noche,  sin  ser  sentido . . . .  y  prenderlo  [Kairaez] ;  . . . .  porque  los  demd» 
querian  obedecer  d  la  justicia,  en  especial  que  los  mas  dellos  venian  por  f uerza. ' 
C<yrU8,  Cartas,  123-4. 

**  Ho  also  stated  that  offers  had  been  made  favorable  to  him  alone,  not  to 
them,  hence  he  had  declined  them.  *Muera  el  asno  6  quien  lo  aguija.'  Any 
other  course  will  dLsn-ace  us,  was  the  concluding  remark,  whereupon  we  lifted 
him  uiK>n  our  shoulders  and  carried  him  round.  Tapia,  Rel.,  in  Icazbalceta, 
Col.  Doc.,  ii.  588-9.  'Hizo  muchas  ofertas,  y  prometimietos,  que  seriamos 
todoB  muy  ricos.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  98.  It  would  be  his  fault, 
not  theirs,  if  success  failed.   Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  ii. 
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Olid,  and  himself,  the  position  of  the  former  as  algua- 
cil  mayor  and  comandante  on  the  coast,  and  the 
second  as  maestre  de  campo,  entitling  them  to  this  dis- 
tinction, yomig  as  they  were,  particularly  since  Cortes 
retained  the  durection  of  affairs.  To  the  former,  aided 
by  Jorge  and  Gonzalo  Alvarado,  Alonso  de  Avila,  and 
eighty  men,  was  intrusted  the  task  of  attacking  Nar- 
vaez'  special  quarters,  with  the  formally  worded 
command  to  seize  him,  dead  or  ahve.**  As  a  further 
inducement  toward  the  accomplishment  of  this  im- 
portant end,  rewards  of  three  thousand,  two  thousand, 
and  one  thousand  pesos  respectively  were  promised 
to  the  first  three  soldiers  who  should  secure  the 
general.''  Olid  received  the  important  order  to  capture 
the  artillery,  from  which  the  greatest  danger  was  to 
be  apprehended.  With  him  were  Andrds  de  Tapia, 
Diego  Pizarro,  and  others.  Cortes  himself  was  to 
follow  and  render  aid  where  most  needed,  supported 
by  Ordaz,  Grade,  the  brothers  Chico,  and  others.* 
The  password  was  'Espiritu  Santo,*  suggested  by 
Olmedo  with  reference  to  pentecost  day,  on  which 
all  these  events  took  place. 

While  occupied  with  their  preparations  a  deserter 
arrived,  sent  by  Duero,  it  seems,  to  warn  Cortes  that, 

**  'Gronzalo  de  S&doual,  Alsuazil  mayor  desta  Nuena  Espafia,  ]^r  su  Mages- 
tad,  yo  03  mando  q  prendays  el  cuerpo  de  Panfilo  de  Narvaez,  e  si  se  os  defen- 
<liere,  inatadle,  aue  assi  conviene  al  servicio  de  Dios,  y  de  su  Masestad,  y  lo 
prendi6  a  vn  Oidor.*  Countersigned  by  Secretary  Pedro  Hernandez.  Bemal 
Diazj  Hist.  Verdad.y  98;  Tajntt^  Bel.,  in  Icazbalceta^  Col.  Doc.,  ii,  690. 

»^  Herrera  writes  3000, 1500,  and  1000  pesos  de  oro.  Cort^*  acts  are  said  by 
the  men  of  Velazquez  to  have  been  prompted  by  'un  dialxSlico  pensamiento  d 
infernal  osadia.'  Demanda  de  Cebaltos,  in  Icazbaketa,  Col.  Doe.,  i.  441. 

'^  The  above  agrees  chiefly  with  Herrera,  who  assigns  Sandoval  60  men, 
and  names  a  number  of  the  leading  members  of  each  party.  The  parties  were 
to  keep  a  stone's  throw  apart.  One  of  Cort^'  squads  was  to  looK  to  the  ca- 
cique's palace,  and  another  to  Alcalde  Yuste's  quarters,  dec.  ii.  libw  x.  cap.  iiL 
He  is  evidently  confused  on  many  points,  and  several  names  are  guessed  at. 
Bemal  Diaz  states  that  Pizarro,  with  60  young  men,  including  himself,  was 
charged  to  capture  the  artillery ;  Sandoval  received  60  men ;  Velazquez  de  Leon 
also  a  force  of  GO,  wherewith  to  attack  Diego  Velazquez*  quarters ;  Cort^  re- 
mained with  a  reserve  of  20.  It  is  more  likely  that  a  higher  officer,  like  Olid, 
received  the  order  to  capture  the  artillery,  rather  than  the  comparatively 
unknown  Pizarro.  Velazquez  de  Leon  does  not  appear  to  have  been  detailed 
for  his  charge  till  afterward.  Cortes  names  only  Sandoval  as  the  leader  of 
one  party  of  80  men,  he  himself  following  with  the  remaining  170.  OcurUu^ 
123.     Soils  reverses  Herrera's  order.  Hist,  Mex.,  iL  91-2. 
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advised  of  his  approach  by  the  Indians,"^  Narvaez 
had  taken  alarm,  and  was  forming  the  best  part  of 
his  troops  in  the  field"  between  him  and  Cempoala. 
To  this  he  had  been  prompted  also  by  the  more 
watchful  of  his  captains,  who  had  not  failed  to  ob- 
serve the  growing  sympathy  for  the  rival  general. 
This  most  unpleasant  change  of  tactics  disconcerted 
Cortes  not  a  little,  and  for  the  time  he  could  do  noth- 
ing but  remain  in  camp,  protected  in  front  by  the 
^creek.  Fortune  again  came  to  the  rescue,  however, 
in  the  form  of  a  heavy  rain,  which  fell  all  Sunday. 
It  was  the  beginning  of  the  rainy  season.®  Most  of 
Narvaez'  men,  unused  to  military  service,  and  ener- 
vated by  the  frivolous  inactivity  of  the  camp,  found 
this  highly  disagreeable,  and  began  to  complain  at 
what  they  termed  an  unnecessary  precaution  against 
an  insignificant  foe.  The  friends  of  Cortes  did  not 
fail  to  take  advantage  of  this  feeling  by  ridiculing  the 
manoeuvre,  representing  that  no  troops,  much  less  a 
handful  of  boasters,  would  think  of  attacking  in  such 
weather.  They  would  in  any  case  be  far  more  secure 
within  their  strong  quarters,  and  by  leaving  an  ad- 
vance post  in  the  field  timely  warning  could  be  given. 
This  appeared  to  be  reasonable,  and  since  Narvaez  by 
no  means  relished  the  exposure,  he  gave  orders  to  re- 
turn to  quarters  before  dusk,  leaving,  however,  a  body 
of  forty  horsemen  on  the  plain  and  two  spies  at  a 
brook  ford,  about  half  a  league  off.  The  remainder  of 
the  horses  were  kept  saddled  at  the  entrance  to  the 
camp,  and  the  men  were  instructed  to  sleep  on  their 
arms,  prepared  at  any  rate  to  reoccupy  the  field  in  the 
morning.  The  watchword  was  '  Santa  Maria.' 
Cortds  was  occupied  in  devising  new  measures  when 

'^  The  stont  cacique  had  remonstrated  with  the  seneral  on  his  carelessness, 
assuring  him  that  Malinche  with  his  Teules  was  tar  different.  *  When  you 
least  expect  it  he  will  be  here  and  will  kill  yon.'  Although  the  warning 
was  received  with  laughter,  yet  the  hint  was  not  lost.  Berrwd  Diaz,  Hist, 
Verdad.,  96. 

"^Eighty  horsemen  and  500  infantry.  '  Y  llegd  casi  una  legua  de  donde 
yoestabau*  Co^-Us,  Carter,  123. 

**Laei^  Nov,  Orb,,  221;  HakLuyCa  Vcy,,  iii.  467. 
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informed  of  this  movement.  Pointing  out  to  his  men 
the  effeminacy  and  unsoldierly  qualities  of  the  rabble 
with  which  they  had  to  deal,  and  the  carelessness  and 
inefficiency  of  their  commander,  he  ordered  an  imme- 
diate advance  on  Cempoala,  where  they  would  now  be 
scarcely  expected.  "You  know  the  maxim,"  he  said, 
"  'upon  the  enemy  at  dawn;'  but  better  still,  we  will 
surprise  them  by  night.*®  Let  each  strive  to  excel  hi» 
comrade  in  valor."  These  words  were  received  with 
hearty  approval,  for  anything  was  preferable  to  sus- 
pense  in  a  dreary  bivouac  without  fire  or  comfort 
Crossing,  the  creek  they  marched  noiselessly  over  the 
plain,  through  the  rain,  drenched  and  hungry.  On 
reaching  the  brook,  near  the  town,  they  came  upon 
the  two  scouts  of  the  enemy,  Gonzalo  Carrasco  and 
Alonso  Hurtado;  they  captured  the  former,  while 
the  latter,  warned  by  the  cry  of  his  comrade,  hurried 
into  camp  to  give  the  alarm.  Carrasco  was  compelldd 
under  threats  to  answer  a  number  of  questions  on  the 
position  and  plans  of  his  party,  and  was  menaced  with 
death  if  he  played  false.*^ 

A  cross  had  been  erected  at  the  ford,*^  probably 
during  the  first  march  to  Cempoala,  and  here  the 
army  knelt  in  all  humility  to  do  reverence.  Father 
Olmedo  then  gave  the  men  the  general  absolution, 
and  appealed  to  heaven  to  bless  the  efforts  now  to  be 
made  in  behalf  of  their  faith  and  the  king,  closing 
with  the  soul-stirring  assurance  that  victory  should 
be  theirs.     The  men,  one  and  all,  felt  no  doubt  that 

^^Botello,  known  as  the  Astrologer,  who  had  made  several  successfal 
predictions,  had  assured  Cort^  that  a  night  attack  would  secure  him  the 
victory.  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xL 

*^  Cortes  rallied  him  upon  his  capture,  and  addressed  him  as  compadre. 
After  obtaining  certain  information,  more  was  demanded.  The  prisoner  de- 
clared that  he  Knew  nothing  more.  *  Well,  then,  you  will  swing,  said  Cort^ 
half  jestingly.  The  two  pikemen  who  held  the  rope  round  his  neck  took  thi» 
for  a  command,  and  hoisted  him.  Bangel  rode  up,  however,  and  saved  his 
life,  but  the  compression  of  the  throat  doubled  him  for  some  time.  dec.  it 
lib.  X.  cap.  ii.-iii.  Carrasco  warned  him  against  attacking  the  powerful 
Narvaez.  veUmevrty  Teatro  Eclea.,  pt.  iii.  137 ;  Tapia,  Rd.^  in  IcaziHsUceia,  CoL 
Doc.f  ii.  589.  Prescott  says  that  he  with  *  Spartan  heroism*  remained  sUent^ 
Mex.,  257-8;  but  Prescott  has  evidently  not  understood  his  authorities. 

^*  At  a  cross-road  a  little  farther  on,  says  Herrera. 
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ley  were  about  to  fight  not  only  for  their  own  rights, 
at  for  God  and  their  sovereign;  and  if  the  roober 
)uld  feel  encouraged  in  his  lawless  pursuit  after 
aeeling  at  the  shrine  of  St  Demas,  surely  these 
eroes  of  a  hundred  fights  were  stronger  for  their 
jligious  faith.  Therefore  it  was  with  renewed  con- 
ience  that  the  men  buckled  tighter  their  escau- 
Jes,  and  pike  in  hand,  their  main  reliance,  they 
isumecl  the  march  with  quickened  steps,  leaving  the 
iggage  and  horses  in  the  care  of  Marina  and  the 
irriers.  The  horsemen  stationed  in  the  field  were 
)t  encountered,  thanks  to  Duero  who  was  one  of 


lem. 


It  was  just  past  midnight,  on  the  morning  of 
liit-monday,*'  when  they  entered  Cempoala.  Owing 
the  darkness  and  the  presence  of  troops  in  the 
Id,  together  with  the  recent  marches  ana  counter- 
irches,  the  presence  of  the  intruders  was  not  sus- 
cted  till  they  had  almost  crossed  the  plaza.  The 
)rm  was  not  wholly  past,  but  the  moon  peered  forth 
times  between  the  chasing  clouds,  dimly  revealing 
B  buildings  occupied  by  the  enemy.  These  con- 
ted  of  three  conspicuous  edifices,  rising  upon  pyr- 
ddal  foundations,  the  ascent  to  which  was  by  a  wide 
Lircase  along  one  of  the  slopes.  The  highest  was  a 
nple,  known  as  Nuestra  Seiiora  since  the  icono- 
stic  achievement  of  Cortes  therein,  and  this  was 
jupied  by  the  troops  of  Diego  Velazquez.  Next 
it  was  the  building  held  by  the  captain-general, 
atrded  by  the  whole  battery  of  guns.** 
Hurtado  had  arrived  nearly  half  an  hour  before 
1  given  warning,  but  instead  of  immediately  calling 
arms,  Narvaez  lost  time  with  questions,  which 
dted  only  that  his  companion  had  been  seized  and 
it  he  fancied  he  had  heard  Spanish  voices.    Some 

'  May  2$th.  ChimcUpain,  Hist.  Conq,,  277.  Clavigero  and  others  assume 
>  be  the  night  between  Saturday  and  Sunday,  but  the  authorities  are 
ty  clear  in  mentioning  the  following  night. 

*  Estimated  by  varioua  authorities  at  from  twelve  to  nineteen  pieces. 
imanio,  in  CorUs^  Residencia,  ii.  12,  168. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


9M  THE  CX)UP  DB  MAITRB  OF  GORT&. 

of  the  captains,  friendly  to  Cortes,  ridiculed  the  story 
as  a  dream,  and  entertained  the  general  with  specu- 
lations about  the  projects  of  the  audacious  rebel.** 
While  so  occupied  the  alarm  of  the  sentinels  was 
heard.  Cortes  was  upoti  them.**  Narvaez  at  once 
became  the  self-possessed  commander,  and  hastened 
to  issue  the  necessary  orders.  There  was  a  rush 
to  arms,  and  the  confusion  was  increased  by  the 
appearance  of  innumerable  fire-flies,  which  the  be- 
sieged mistook  for  the  fire-arms  and  spears  of  a  large 
army/^ 

In  order  to  avoid  the  range  of  the  guns,  Cortes  had 
kept  his  men  along  the  sides  of  the  approaches,  and 
on  finding  himself  discovered  he  shouted,  "Close  with 
them !  At  them  I "  Fife  and  drum  joined  in  and  echoed 
the  cry."  Olid  rushed  on  the  battery,  ranged  along 
a  terrace  on  the  ascent  to  the  commander's  house.  So 
sudden  was  the  attack  that  those  of  the  artillerymen 
who  still  remained  loyal  had  time  to  discharge  only 
one  gun,  which  killed  two  men.**  The  next  instant 
Olid,  Pizarro,  and  their  followers  had  practically 
secured  the  pieces,  and  were  pressing  the  defenders, 
who   oflTered  little   resistance.     At    the    same    time 

*^  Expressing  the  belief  that  Gort^  would  be  foolhardy  enough  to  attack 
in  the  morning.  Tapia^  ReL^  in  Icazbcdceta,  Col.  Doc.,  ii.  589. 

^  'Llegamos  junto  &  las  centinelas  sin  que  nos  sintiesen,  6  iban  huyendo  6 
diciendo :  Anna,  anna ! '  Id., 590.  'Auisado  Xaruaez,  y  so  estaua  vistiendo  vna 
cota :  y  dixo  aquie  lo  auisb,  no  tengays  pena,  y  mand6  tocar  al  anna.'  Herrera^ 
dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  iii. 

«7  Bemal  Diaz,  Hkt.  Verdad.,  99,  calls  the  flies  cocayos. 

**Prescott,  following  Herrera,  makes  Cort<Ss  shout  the  password  'Espiritu 
Santo,*  which  Bemal  Diaz  says  was  given  as  a  secret  word  for  mutual  recog- 
nition. 

*^  So  say  all  the  original  authorities  that  refer  to  it,  except  Bemal  Diaz, 
who  claims  that  four  guns  were  fired,  three  balls  passinff  overhead  and  the 
fourth  killing  three  men.  Ck>rt4s  acknowledges  no  casualties  from  it.  Tapia 
even  intimates  that  no  discharge  took  place,  owing  to  the  fact  that  to  protect 
the  touch-holes  from  rain  they  had  been  covered  with  wax  and  tiles.  Con- 
fused by  the  sudden  alarm  the  artillerists  applied  the  match,  foi^etful  of  the 
wax,  and  *we  saw  that  the  charges  failed  to  go  off.*  Bel.,  in  IcazbcUceta,  CoL 
Doc.,  ii.  590.  Perhaps  he  would  have  been  more  correct  in  saying  that  the 
men  were  confused  by  the  glittering  bribes  of  Usa^ypre.  Bachiller  A.  Perez 
testifies:  *Dixo  al  artillero  poned  fuego  a  estos  tiros.  ...puso  fuego  e  no 
salieron  los  tiros  e  oyo  dezir  este  testi^  que  avian  puesto  cera  en  los  dichos 
tiros.'  CorUs,  Residenciat  ii  85.  This  implies  that  the  wax  had  been  smeared 
on  by  accomplices. 
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Sandoval  rushed  past  and  hurried  up  the  stair-way 
to  the  summit,  where  Narvaez  stood  to  receive 
him."  A  volley  of  arrows  and  bullets  was  fired  at 
him,  but  being  poorly  aimed,  out  of  consideration 
for  comrades  below,  he  escaped  unharmed.  Nothing 
daunted^  Sandoval's  followers  pressed  onward  in  a 
compact  column,  and  in  a  moment  they  were  on  the 
summit  platform.  "  Surrender  1"  shouted  their  leader 
with  resolute  confidence,  to  which  Narvaez  responded 
with  a  jeer,  calling  on  his  men  to  spare  no  traitors. 
But  the  order  was  an  empty  one,  for  their  swords  and 
short  Spanish  lances  availed  nothing  against  the  line 
of  bristling  copper  points  on  the  long  pikes  of  the 
attacking  party,  and  step  by  step  they  were  driven 
backward  mto  the  building.  What  they  did  with 
their  fire-arms  or  cross-bows  is  not  stated. 

Meanwhile  Cortes  was  doing  brave  work  below. 
One  body  engaged  the  cavalry,  unhorsing  with  the 
all-effective  pike  those  who  had  managed  to  reach  the 
saddle,  and  cutting  the  girths.  Another  body  turned 
their  attention  to  the  reinforcements  which  came 
rushing  from  the  adjoining  quarters  to  the  scene  of 
action,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  confusion  and  the 
darkness,  relieved  only  at  fitful  intervals  by  the  moon, 
their  cool  opponents  readily  disarmed  the  greater  num- 
ber, so  that  but  a  small  proportion  made  their  way 
through  the  besieging  lines."  While  thus  occupied 
they  heard  a  shout  from  above,  "Victory!  Victory 
for  Cortes  1  Narvaez  is  dead  I  "*^  Cortes  immediately 
caused  the  cry  to  be  taken  up  by  the  rest  of  his  men, 
which  added  to  the  confusion  of  the  enemy. 

It  appears  that  Sandoval,  although  reinforced  by 

^  With  from  40  to  100  men,  are  the  different  estimfttes. 

&i  *  Vinien  los  contrarios  4  nuestra  gente,  creyendo  que  eran  de  los  suyos,  d 
TOegontar,  "iqu^  es  esto?"  dasi  los  prendien/  Tapia,  Kel.^  in  Icazbalceta,  Col. 
Doc.,  u.  590.  'Do  las  otras  doe  torres. . .  .no  le  acadierd,  porq  dizen  algunos 
que  Be  hlzieron  sordos,  otroa  que  no  pndieron  Uegar,  i>or  el  impedimento  de 
las  tropas  de  Cortes.*  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  iii.;  Cardona,  in  CorUs, 
Resf'denrin,  i.  181-2. 

^' '  Uitoria,  vitoria  por  los  del  nObre  del  Espiritu  S&to,  q  muerto  es  Narraez ! 
BemcU  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad,,  98.  Even  this  authority  now  shouts  forth  the 
password ! 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


896  THE  OOUP  DE  MAITBE  OF  G0RT£S. 

a  portion  of  Olid's  party,  could  not  eflTect  an  entry 
into  the  building  to  which  his  pikes  had  driven  those 
who  still  adhered  to  Narvaez,  a  number  having  passed 
over  to  his  side  before  this.  After  watching  the  vain 
skirmishing  for  a  while,  Lopez,  the  ship-builder,  be- 
thought himself  of  setting  fire  to  the  dry  palm  roof 
of  the  otherwise  substantial  building.  The  besieged 
now  had  no  recourse  but  to  come  out,  which  they  did, 
headed  by  Narvaez.  No  sooner  had  they  appeared 
on  the  platform  than  Sandoval's  men  charged  them 
with  the  pikes,  and  the  commander  was  the  first  to 
receive  a  thrust,  in  the  left  eye,  which  bore  him 
down  as  he  cried  out:  "Santa  Maria,  save  mel" 
In  an  instant  Pedro  Sanchez  Farfan  was  upon  him," 
and  he  was  dragged  down  the  steps  and  placed  in  a 
chapel.  Awed  oy  this  mischance  the  rest  speedily 
surrendered  ^  .  . 

Alferez  Fuentes  fought  valiantly  till  overthrown 
with  two  pike  thrusts.  "Our  Lady  save  me!"  he 
cried,  still  clutching  the  standard.  "She  shall!"  re- 
sponded Sandoval,  averting  the  pikes  of  the  excited 
soldiers.** 

The  cry  of  victory  and  the  rumor  of  Narvaez' 
death  had  stayed  the  stream  of  reinforcements  from 
the  adjoining  houses,  wherein  defence  was  now 
alone  thought  of.  Recognizing  that  a  charge  on 
them  might  meet  with  more  determined  opposition, 
Cortes  resolved  to  bring  the  enemy's  own  battery 

"  Solifl  aasumefl  th&t  Farfan  gave  also  the  thnut.  Bemal  Diaz'  text  leada 
one  to  suppose  that  Narvaez  received  the  thnut  before  his  followers  were 
driven  into  the  building,  but  the  other  authorities  state  clearly :  'al  salir  de  sa 
camara,  le  dieron  vn  pica^o. . .  .EScharon  le  lu€«;o  mano.*  Oomara,  ffisL  Mex., 
147;  Oviedo,  iii.  510.  Moojaras  states  that  llarvaez  supplicated  for  his  life: 
'Hidalgos,  por  amor  de  Dios  no  me  mateys  1'  TetitimoHio,  in  CorUs^  Re^encia, 
ii.  51,  85,  107 ;  i  305.  '  Alonso  Ddvila  le  sac6  las  dichas  provisiones  reales  de 
V.  M.  del  seno,  teni4ndolo  preso  6  abrazado  el  dicho  Pero  Sanchez  Fsrf^.* 
Demofida  de  CehalloB,  in  Icazbaleeta,  Col.  Doc.,  i.  442.  Thia  occurred  some 
time  after  the  capture.  Narvaez  called  upon  his  fellow-priaonera  to  witness 
the  deed,  but  Avila  shouted  that  the  papers  were  merely  letters.  They  were 
given  to  Cort^  'Las  avian  quemado.*  TeaUmonio,  in  Cortes,  Reaidenda,  i. 
345,  365,  250;  ii.  52,  187. 

^*He  died,  however,  says  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  99.  Herrera  calls 
him  Diego  de  Bojas,  whom  Bemal  classes  as  a  captain. 
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to  his  aid."  By  the  time  the  guns  were  in  position, 
most  of  the  forces  of  Sandoval  and  Olid  were  free  to 
aid  Velaasquez  de  Leon  in  the  task  of  reducing  the 
quarters  in  which  Salvatierra  and  Diego  Velazquez 
still  held  out. 

They  were  summoned  to  submit  to  the  king  and 
to  Cortes,  under  pain  of  death,  but  gave  a  defiant 
answer.  The  guns  were  now  brought  into  play,  and 
fired  first  over  their  heads  to  frighten  them.  As 
the  baUs  came  whizzing  by,  the  blustering  Salva- 
tierra, who  had  sworn  to  eat  the  ears  of  Cortds, 
declared  himself  sick.  His  fierceness  changed  to 
abject  fear,  and  his  men  asserted  that  they  never 
saw  a  captain  behave  so  contemptibly.  The  shots, 
supported  by  promises,  soon  brought  about  the  sur- 
render of  this  pyramid. 

The  last  to  hold  out  was  Diego  Velazquez,  a  brave 
fellow,  well  liked  by  his  followers;  but  after  a  few 
more  parleys,  and  the  loss  of  three  men  from  well 
directed  shots,  his  party  was  also  prevailed  on  to 
descend  and  deliver  up  their  arms,"  the  leaders  being 
secured  and  removed  in  irons  to  the  chapel,  the 
wounded  receiving  there  the  attentions  of  a  surgeon. 
Cortfe  looked  in  to  examine  their  condition,  and  as 
the  whisper  reached  Narvaez  that  the  hero  of  the 
day  was  present,  he  turned  and  said:  "  Senor  Cortes, 
you  may  hold  high  the  good  fortune  you  have  had, 
and  the  great  achievement  of  securing  my  person." 

^  'Se  retrajeron  &  una  tone  alta  de  on  idolo  de  aquel  pueblo  casi  cuatro- 
eientoB  hombres,  6  muchoe  de  loe  de  caballo....8alieron  al  campa*  TVioia, 
BeL,  in  leaxbcUeeta^  Col.  Doe,,  590.     Herrera   says   that  900    intrenched 
themselyes  till  the  morning,  dec.  ii.  lib.  z.  cap.  iv.    Cort^  reached  the 
battery  just  in  time  to  prevent  a  catastrophe,  as  Tapia  relates.     A  hot- 
blooded  young  companion  of  the  latter,  carried  away  by  excitement,  lushed 
to  powder  bairels,  eight  in'  number,  and  shouted,  '  JLet  us  fire  the  powder 
ana  spoil  it  for  the  enemy  1 '    Gleaving  a  barrel,  he  cast  a  brand  mto  it, 
and  tnrew  himaell  flat  upon  the  ground,  commending  his  life  to  God.    It 
happened*  fortnnatel^,  that  this  barrel  contained  sandals,  which  b^  some 
mistake  had  been  mixed  up  with  the  ammunition.    After  waiting  m  vain 
a  while  for  the  explosion,  the  madcap  discovered  the  reason  and  began  to  open 
another  barreL     At  this  moment  Cort^  came  up,  and  learning  of  his  inten- 
Ufm  he  rushed  forward  and  snatched  away  the  brand. 
^  Indading  also  Juan  Yuste,  Juan  Bono,  and  Gomam. 
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With  a  twinkle  of  malicious  merriment  Cortes  re- 
garded for  a  moment  his  fallen  foe,  whose  insuffer- 
able conceit  did  not  desert  him  even  here,  and  said: 


Orbaba 
QnwihqiMohallMio      Teorpew»         oq^,,,^^,/^       ©.AhuUlMpan 


"  Seiior  Narvaez,  many  deeds  have  I  performed  since 
coming  to  Mexico,  but  the  least  of  them  all  has  been 
to  capture  you.'*"" 

^'  Oviedo,  iiL  610.  Bemal  Dias  lengthens  Cort^'  reply:  He  thanked  God 
for  the  victory  and  for  giving  him  such  valiant  gentlemen  and  companions  tc 
aid  him.  One  of  the  smallest  things  he  had  done  in  New  Spain  was  to  seciin 
and  defeat  him;  it  appeared  more  daring  to  seize  an  oidor  of  his  majesty. 
Las  Gasas  relates  that  Narvaez  had  a  not  dissimilar  surprise  by  night  frcor 
Cuban  Indians,  during  his  campaign  for  Velazquez,  and  had  a  narrow  escape.. 
BUL  Ind.,  iv.  6-8. 
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Mat,  1520. 

AvTBB  THE  Battue — ^Victobt  Mads  Secubk— Conduct  ot  the  Conqusbsd — 
A  Genebal  Amnestt^Disposition  of  the  Fobces— Affaies  at  the 
Capital — ^iNSimEEcnoN  Threatened — The  Spaniards  Hold  a  Coun- 
cil— Alvarado's  Resolve — The  Great  Dat  of  the  Feast—The 
Spaniards  Proceed  to  the  Temple— The  Grand  Displat  there 
Witnessed— The  Attack  of  the  Spaniards — Horrors  upon  Horrors. 

CoRTfe  was  exultant.  During  the  last  brief  hour 
how  conapletely  had  his  fortunes  changed  1  Again 
was  his  star  ascendant,  filling  the  whole  heavens 
with  its  brightness.  Alas  now  for  Montezuma  and 
Mexico!  And  Velazquez;  this  was  his  fourth  at- 
tempt on  Mexico,  and  in  some  respects  his  greatest 
failure.  Instead  of  annihilating  the  outlaw  with  his 
grand  army,  the  outlaw  in  one  fell  swoop  had  se- 
cured the  grand  army,  and  was  now  master  of  all  the 
ships,  and  men,  and  munitions  of  war,  which  he  so 
much  needed  in  consummation  of  his  further  designs. 
It  seemed  to  be  the  fate  of  the  fat  governor  out  of 
his  solid  substance  to  feed  his  enemy  with  wealth  and 
honors. 

Before  it  was  fairly  light  Cortes  had  seized  and 
placed  in  confinement  such  persons  as  might  question 
his  rights  as  victor;  the  remainder  on  surrendering 
their  arms  were  permitted  to  go  at  large.*     In  order 

^  CartoBj  124;  CorUs,  Besidencia,  ii.  12.  Bernal  Diaz  oonfinns  that  this 
was  effected  lon^  before  dawn,  while  Herrera  states  that  300  held  out  till 
morning ;  but  he  is  contradictory.  Garrasco,  whom  he  assumes  to  be  free,  uraed 
them  to  fall  upon  the  attacking  party,  who  were  scattered  to  plunder.    But 

(8W) 
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to  make  more  secure  his  magnificent  prize  before 
the  all-searching  sun  should  disclose  the  paucity 
and  poverty  of  the  victors,  Cortes  seated  himself 
in  state,  arrayed  in  a  wide  orange-colored  robe,  and 
ordered  the  conquered  troops  to  pass  before  him, 
and  swear  allegiance  to  the  kmg,  and  fealty  to  him  as 
captain-general  and  justicia  mayor.  This  was  done 
by  nearly  all,  some  humbling  themselves  and  kissing 
his  hand,  while  the  late  hostile  leaders  and  old  ba> 
quaintances  were  recognized  with  friendly  greetings 
and  embraces.* 

Meanwhile  Olid  and  Ordaz,  each  with  a  corps,  set 
out  on  the  captured  horses  to  summon  stragglers  and 
seek  the  forty  troopers  in  the  field.  Duero  and  other 
friends  of  Cortes  being  among  them,  little  persuasion 
was  needed  to  win  the  party  over,  and  shortly  after 
dawn  the  whole  cavalcade  came  in  to  the  sound  of  fife 
and  drum,  shouting  vivas  for  Cortes.'  High  above 
this  noise  were  heard  from  a  window  the  voices  of 
two  women,  named  Ordaz,  filling  the  air  with  their 
loud  philippics.  "  Villainous  Dominicanos ! "  they  cried 
to  the  soldiers  of  their  own  party,  "the  distaflT  would 
better  suit  you  than  the  sword.  A  good  account  have 
you  given  of  yourselves  1  Unfortunate  women  we 
to  have  come  to  the  wars  with  such  menl"    Truly 

this  waa  not  done  for  want  of  a  leader.  Nor  did  they  favor  his  advice  to 
plunder  the  ba^rgage  of  Gort^,  which  was  protected  only  by  Indians,  and  to 
embark  with  Diego  Velazquez.  Carrasco  accordingly  proceeded  alone  to  the 
bacgage  camp,  and  secnrmg  a  horse  and  lance  he  returned  and  urged  them 
to  follow.  He  had  evidently  supernatural  means  wherewith  to  penetrate  the 
besieging  force,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  iv.  Duran  allows  Cort^  to  form  ambus- 
cades and  leap  walls,  so  that  the  arms  are  secured  ere  the  men  of  Narvaez  can 
form  in  defence.  Hist.  Ind.,  MS.,  ii.  453.  Peter  Martyr  disposes  briefly  of 
the  matter^  and  assumes  that  the  chief  captains  of  Narvaez  were  seduced, 
dec  V.  cap.  v. ;  CasteUanos,  Varones  (lustres  de  Indku,  71-2 ;  Oalvano^s  Discov.t 
144-5. 

'  *  Ck)rtes  se  mand6  pregonar  por  Capitan  general,  y  justicia  mayor,  de  ambos 
ezercitos.  *  Carrasco  was  three  days  in  stocks  before  he  yielded  obedience. 
Htrrera^  ubi  sup.  '  Y  todo  esto  era  de  noche,  que  no  amanecia.'  Bemal,  Diem, 
Hist.  VerdcuL,  99. 

'  *  Viua,  viua  la  gala  de  los  Romanes,  que  siedo  tan  pocoe,  han  venddo  a 
Narvaez !'  to  which  Guidelo,  the  negro  jester  of  Narvaez,  added,  'Behold !  the 
Romans  never  performed  such  a  feat. '  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  VerdcuL ,  99.  Herrera 
speaks  more  at  lensth  of  the  sayings  of  this  negro,  who  was  rewarded  with  % 
crown  of  gold  wortn  600  ducats,  dec.  ii.  lib.  z.  cap.  iv. 
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might  Narvaez  exclaim  with  Xerxes,  as  he  beheld  his 
fair  ally.  Queen  Artemisia,  outwit  her  Athenian  pur- 
suers, "My  men  fight  like  women,  and  my  women 
like  men."  The  Ordaz  women,  however,  fought  only 
with  their  tongues,  and  that  after  the  issue  of  battle* 
And  thus  relieved  they  immediately  descended  and 
did  homage  to  the  victor.  The  general  did  all  he 
could  to  check  this  excess  of  zeal,  which  he  feared 
might  engender  ill  feeling,  and  he  even  seized  some  of 
the  noisiest  enthusiasts,  although  they  were  afterward 
rewarded. 

The  cacique  of  Cempoala,  who  had  been  slightly 
wounded  during  the  battle,  appeared  like  the  rest  to 
offer  fealty  to  the  victor  by  crowning  him  with  flowers. 
Cortes  received  his  demonstrations  as  if  nothing  had 
taken  place  to  mar  their  intercourse,  and  took  uj)  his 
abode  with  Catalina,  whose  hand  he  had  accepted 
during  his  previous  occupation  of  the  place.  The 
chiefs  vied  with  one  another  to  obliterate  their  un- 
fortunate mistake  by  increased  attention  and  hospi- 
tality, while  many  among  Narvaez'  men  thought  it 
necessary  to  excuse  their  tard  v  surrender  by  pleading 
that  they  had  been  deceived  by  their  principals,  who 
had  assured  them  that  Cortes  was  a  traitor.  Great 
was  their  chagrin  in  the  morning  on  discovering  how 
few  the  victors  were  and  how  poorly  they  were  armed. 
And  where  were  the  much  talked  of  native  auxiliaries? 
At  the  same  time  they  could  not  but  admire  a  leader 
who  had  achieved  such  results  with  such  means. 
Narvaez  and  his  supporters  declared  that  the  victory 
was  due  wholly  to  treachery,  particularly  noticeable 
in  the  action  of  the  artillerists.*  In  this  there  was 
much  truth,  but  the  consummate  tact  and  soldierly 
qualities  of  Cortes  shine  no  less  brightly  for  all  that. 

*  *  I  saw  Narvaez  in  Spain  in  1525,  and  heard  him  publicly  denounce  CorUs 
as  a  traitor.  He  asked  but  royal  permission  to  prove  it,  face  to  face  with  his 
enemy;  furthermore,  he  was  a  liar,  a  tyrant,  and  an  ingrate.  Narvaez  had 
been  betrayed  by  those  in  whom  he  confided.*  OviedOf  iii  316.  Still,  the 
chronicler  cannot  excuse  his  carelessness  nor  his  entering  into  parley  with 
Cort^;  and  he  told  him  so.  iii.  316. 
Hut.  Max.,  Vol.  I.    26 
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And  the  cost  of  this  glory  and  advantage,  how  insig- 
nificant it  was  I  Four  of  his  own  men  and  fifteen 
of  the  enemy,  including  a  captain,  beside  a  number 
wounded  on  both  sides;  this  was  all.' 

In  his  report  to  the  king  Cortes  seeks  to  gloss 
over  the  occurrence  by  stating  that  only  two  men 
were  killed,  intimating  that  it  was  on  both  sides. 
There  was  a  deeper  reason  for  this  and  other  false- 
hoods than  the  wish  to  hide  the  bloody  result  of 
fratricidal  conflict.  He  was  still  doubtful  as  to  the 
view  taken  in  Spain  of  his  conduct,  and  could  not 
afford  to  prejudice  his  case  by  laying  bare  every 
misfortune.  He  was  aware  that  even  to  the  im- 
partial observer  he  must  appear  as  a  defaulter  in 
the  duty  owing  by  him  to  a  principal,  and  in  the 
agreement  or  partnership  which  he  had  formed,  and 
also  as  the  usurper  of  an  expedition  fitted  out  in  the 
name  and  under  the  auspices,  at  least,  of  Velazquez. 
His  plea  rested  on  his  brave  and  masterly  conquest 
of  a  rich  country,  and  on  his  election  to  independent 
command  by  a  party  formed  on  the  pretence  that 
the  superior  interests  of  the  sovereign  demanded  the 
immediate  subjugation  of  the  country.  But  his  ac- 
ceptance of  that  command  was  a  breach  of  duty  and  of 
contract;  the  right  of  the  party  to  act  as  it  did  was 
doubtful,  and  its  pretence  hasty,  or  perhaps  usurped 
from  Velazquez,  who  had  first  entertained  it;  while 
the  commission  to  undertake  the  conquest  had  already 

'  Bemal  Diaz  mentions  fifteen  [a  misprint  of  dos  for  doce  makes  it  only  five] 
deaths  among  Narvaez*  men,  including  Captain  Rojas,  Alf^rez  Fuentes,  who 
was  an  hidalgo  of  Seville,  and  Garretero,  one  of  the  deserters  from  Cortte'  ex- 
plorers. Cortes  lost  four.  Hisi,Verdad.,99,  Cortes  prudently  mentions  to  the 
king  only  two  deaths,  but  leaves  it  uncertain  to  what  side  they  >)elonged. 
Cartas f  124.  Gomara  claims  them  for  Cort^,  and  states  that  Narva«z  lost  his 
eye,  his  honor,  and  sixteen  men.  Hist  Afez.,  148.  Cort^  lost  two  men  and 
one  wounded;  Narvaez  eleven.  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  iv.  Cort^  four, 
Narvaez  eleven,  besides  many  wounded  on  both  sides.  Vetancvrt,  Teatro  Mtx.^ 
pt.  iii.  138.  Soils  supposes  that  two  wounded  of  Cortes'  army  died,  making 
four  in  all,  while  Narvaez  lost  fifteen.  Hist,  3/ea;.,  ii.  101.  One  version  cl^boia 
that  Narvaez  lost  fifteen  by  arms  and  six  by  fire  in  the  burning  of  the  quarters, 
which  is  probably  an  exaggeration.  Narvaez  lost  all  his  property,  including 
notes  of  hand.  Herrumda  de  CebaUoa,  in  leazba^eta,  Col.  Doc,,  i.  442.  The 
testimony  in  CorUs,  BMidencia,  i.  ii.,  varies  from  twelve  to  sixteen  for 
Narvaez. 
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been  conferred  on  the  latter.  Velazquez  held  besides 
the  right  of  a  discoverer  to  this  coast,  and  above  all 
the  royal  grant  to  it,  vaguely  worded  though  it  was  so 
far  as  indicating  the  situation  and  extent  of  territory. 
He  had  a  right  to  claim  his  own;  though  circum- 
stances had  so  changed,  Cortds  claimed,  as  to  render 
this  perilous  to  the  interests  of  God,  the  king,  and 
the  people,  which  rose  above  those  of  individuals;  and 
in  ignoring  the  orders  of  the  audiencia  to  desist  from 
war  on  his  countrymen  he  followed  only  natural  law 
and  justifiable  impulse.  In  this  respect  Cortes  was 
equally  guilty,  since  his  duty  was  to  yield  to  the 
rightful  claimant.  He  pleads  in  his  letter  to  the  king, 
however,  that  self-preservation  obliged  him  to  resist, 
for  Narvaez  had  determined  to  hang  him  and  several  of 
his  followers.  Here  he  a^ain  hides  the  fact  that  favor- 
able terms  were  at  one  time  offered.  "Had  Narvaez 
carried  off  the  victory,"  he  continues,  "it  would  have 
been  with  a  great  loss,  which  must  have  so  weakened 
him  as  to  surely  enable  the  Indians  to  succeed  in  their 
meditated  revolt.  This  would  have  lost  the  country 
to  the  king  and  to  the  faith,  and  twenty  years  would 
not  have  sufficed  to  regain  it."*  In  brief,  howsoever 
we  admire  Cortes,  however  much  we  would  prefer 
his  banner  to  that  of  Velazquez  or  Narvaez,  we  must 
admit  that  he  had  hardly  a  shadow  of  right  on  his 
side,  and  that  no  position  in  which  he  could  possibly 
place  himself  was  tenable.  He  was  a  defaulter,  pirate, 
usurper,  renegade,  traitor,  outlaw,  hypocrite;  but  he 
was  a  most  lovable  villain,  an  admirable  soldier,  a 
rare  hero.  On  the  other  hand,  Velazquez  was  right. 
But,  though  deeply  injured,  he  was  disagreeable; 
though  foully  wronged,  he  was  vanquished.  And  the 
Spanish  monarch  was  not  the  first  or  last  to  smile 
on  iniquitous  success,  or  turn  the  cold  shoulder  to 
whining,  disappointed  virtue. 

"Oviedo  looks  on  Gortte'  reasons  as  msofficient  to  justify  his  procedure, 
such  as  ordering  Narvaez  to  be  seized,  and  demanding  of  him  to  exhibit  a 
royal  commission,  'as  if  Cortes  had  been  appointed  by  the  king.*  Velazquez, 
aM  the  principal  who  sent  him  forth,  had  every  right  to  remove  him.  iii.  316. 
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In  the  course  of  the  morning  the  soldier  Bar- 
rientos,  who  had  been  staying  in  Chinantla,  arrived 
with  the  promised  Chinantec  warriors,  two  thousand 
in  number.'^  They  had  reached  the  rendezvous  on 
pentecost  day,  as  ordered,  but  Cortes  had  found  it 
convenient  to  advance  on  Cempoala  sooner  than  he 
had  intended.  An  imposing  sight  they  presented 
as  they  marched  by  amidst  vivas  in  a  file  of  three 
abreast,  gorgeous  with  plumes  and  shields,  the  centre 
mn  with  bow  and  arrows,  while  his  companions  on 
either  side  carried  the  formidable  pike,  tipped  with 
glistening  iztli.  It  was  fortunate  that  they  had  failed 
to  arrive  in  time,  since  much  bloodshed  was  saved 
thereby.  In  fact  the  soldiers  of  Narvaez  expressed 
a  fear  that  they  would  have  fared  badly  with  such 
opponents.  Cortes  was  nevertheless  delighted  with 
their  coming,  since  this  proved  not  only  the  sincerity 
of  their  friendship,  but  showed  the  conquered  that  he 
did  indeed  control  native  armies.  Distributing  some 
beads  and  trinkets,  he  bade  them  return  peaceably 
under  the  supervising  care  of  Barrientos. 

One  of  the  first  measures  after  the  fight  was  to 
secure  the  fleet;  and  for  this  purpose  a  suitable  force 
was  sent  down  to  the  port  to  take  the  vessels  to  Villa 
Kica,  and  remove  the  sails  and  rudders,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent the  escape  of  any  to  Cuba.®  Shortly  after,  when 
the  masters  and  crews  had  tendered  allegiance,  the 
vessels  were  placed  in  charge  of  Pedro  Caballero, 
captain  of  one  of  the  vessels  under  Narvaez,  in  whom 
Cortes  had  great  confidence.*    The  fortress  was  again 

^  Bemal  Diaz  places  the  number  at  1500,  while  Cebollos  raises  it  to  3000, 
under  Heredia,  and  places  the  arrival  a  day  or  two  later.  Herrera  assumes 
that  they  came  in  time  to  march  with  Cort^  on  Cempoala.  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  L 

*  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad,,  100,  names  Francisco  de  Lugo  as  the  captain 
of  this  party,  but  Tirade  states  that  he  had  been  sent  back  to  Mexico  as  an 
adherent  of  Velazquez.  CorUs,  Hesidencia,  ii.  6.  *Di6  con  los  once  navios 
que  el  dicho  mi  parte  alii  tenia,  al  trav^s,  ^  les  fizo  quemar.*  Dtmanda  dt 
Cebafhst  in  Icazbalceta,  Col.  Doc.,  i.  442.  Bemal  Diaz  also  intimates  that  all 
but  two  vessels  were  destroyed  when  the  army  proceeded  to  Mexico  and  one 
afterward.  Hist.  Verdad.,  109.  It  is  not  probable,  however,  that  more  than 
a  few  were  destroyed,  because  unseaworthy.  Some  were  wrecked  a  few 
months  later. 

*  'For  Almir&te,  y  Capitaa  de  la  mar. . .  .al  qual  dizen  que  le  di6  primerc 
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jarrisoned,  with  a  larger  force,'®  and  thither  were 
jent  Narva^z  and  Salvatierra  in  chains." 

As  for  the  rest,  Cortes  applied  himself  with  his 
isual  skill  to  recompense  those  who  had  remained 
Tue,  and  to  conciliate  the  yet  unreconciled.  He  re- 
ninded  them  that  they  had  come  not  to  risk  their 
ives  for  Velazquez,  but  to  gain  honor  and  wealth 
mder  the  banner  of  the  king,  and  he  was  prepared  to 
id  in  this  by  offering  them  equal  terms  with  his 
veterans.  As  an  earnest  he  restored  within  two  days 
heir  arms  to  all  except  a  few  leaders,  and  ordered 
lis  men  to  return  the  horses,  weapons,  and  other 
ffects  taken  by  them  as  spoils  of  war.'^    What  with 

ueno8  tejuelos  de  oro. '  His  baptismal  name  was  either  Juan  or  Pedro.  Tsvo 
easels  were  still  expected  to  arrive.  Bernal  DiaZy  Hist,  Verdcul.^  100,  113. 
aballero  waa  probably  an  old  friend.  '  Pedro  de  Maluenda  criado  de  Diego 
elazquez,  que  venia  por  mayordomo  de  Naruaez,  recogio  y  guardo  los  nauios 
todo  la  ropa  y  hazienda.'  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  148.  By  Cort^'  order,  adds 
[errera. 

"  *Envi6  otros  docientos  hombres  d  la  villa  de  la  Veracruz.*  Cortis^  Cartas^ 
25.  Clavigero  assumes  that  Cortes  at  this  time  already  gave  orders  for  re- 
loving  Villa  Rica  southward,  but  events  interfered  with  the  project.  Storia 
(ess.,  iii.  120. 

"  *Cort^  le  [Narvaez]  tuvo  preso  con  muy  dsperas  prisiones  trea  aflos, 
xx>  mas  6  menos,  6  con  guardias  que  nadie  no  le  pudiese  ver;  6  aquellos 
isadofi,  le  quit6  las  prisiones  6  le  tuvo  preso  otros  dos  aiios. '  So  says  Narvaez' 
jent.  Demcmda  de  Ceballos^  in  Icazbalceta,  Col.  Doc.,  i.  442-3.  The  testi- 
ony  in  Cort^^  Residencia,  reduces  the  term  to  two  years,  and  intimatc*8  that 
veral  other  men  were  kept  at  Villa  Rica,  under  surveillance  at  least,  i.  223, 
12-3,  et  seq. 

"  Narvaez  claims  to  have  been  robl>ed  of  100,000  castellanos*  worth  of 
fects,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  his  property  was  i-estored.  See  Demanda  de. 
ffxdlos,  ubi  sup.  Bemal  Diaz  had  to  surrender  a  horse  fully  accoutred,  two 
irords,  three  naggers,  and  other  effects.  Hist.  Verdad.j  100.  Santa  Clara 
timates  that  the  norses  and  arms  were  not  as  a  rule  restored.  CorK^e,  Best- 
ticia,  ii.  169.  If  so,  compensation  was  probably  given,  according  to  the 
Hncion  Jiecha  por  el  Seilor  Andres  de  Tdpia^  sohre  la  Conquista  de  Mexico. 
lis  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  documents  extant  on  the  earlier  period  of 
e  conquest,  but  it  is  unfortunately  only  a  fragment,  which  takes  up  the 
irrative  from  the  eve  of  leaving  Cuba,  and  carries  it  to  the  capture  of 
arvaez,  relating  with  rather  uneven  completeness  the  principal  incidents 
the  voyage  to  Vera  Cruz,  the  march  to  Mexico,  the  stay  there,  and 
e  operations  against  the  forces  of  Velazquez.  Andres  de  Tapia  appears 
jm  hia  own  statement  to  have  been  a  poor  nephew  of  Govenior  Velazquez, 
whom  he  presented  himself  just  in  time  to  join  the  expedition  of  Cortt^s. 
b  thia  time,  says  Bemal  Diaz,  he  was  about  24  years  old,  of  good  build, 
^th  a  erave  face,  slight  beard,  and  somewliat  ashy  complexion,  /fist.  Ver- 
d.,  246.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  leading  wars  and  expeditions  during 
d  after  the  conquest,  and  became  one  of  the  most  noted  among  the  cap- 
ins,  favored  by  Cortes,  with  whom  he  was  frequently  associated,  accom- 
nyinff  him  also  on  a  voyage  to  Spain.  Settling  in  Mexico,  he  died  there 
acefmly,  long  after  1539,  to  judge  from  his  reference  to  this  date.    His 
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their  admiration  of  the  liberality  and  soldierly  quali- 
ties of  Cortes,  and  the  prospect  of  speedy  advance- 
ment, there  were  but  few  who  did  not  immediately 
and  cheerfully  accept  the  terms.  But  this  was  by 
no  means  to  the  taste  of  the  aforesaid  veterans. 
They  had  seen  with  envy  that  rich  presents  were 
made  to  the  conquered,  while  they,  whose  courage 
and  devotion  had  achieved  such  magnificent  results, 
received  nothing,  and  were  even  told  to  return  what 
they  regarded  as  lawful  spoils;  and,  further,  to  share 
with  these  late  comers  and  intended  despoilers  the 
fruits  of  their  years  of  toil  and  victories.  A  general 
murmur  arose,  and  many  soldiers  refused  to  surrender 
the  appropriated  effects.  Captain  Avila  and  Father 
Olmedo  being  requested  to  remonstrate,  did  so  earn- 
estly, and  told  Cortds  that  he  acted  like  Alexander, 
who  honored  more  the  conquered  than  those  who  won 
the  battle.  He  and  all  he  possessed  belonged  to  his 
comrades,  was  the  reply,  but  at  present  it  was  neces- 
sary to  conciliate  their  invaluable  acquisition,  whose 
aid  was  needed  to  overcome  the  threatening  danger  in 
Mexico,  and  who  being  the  more  numerous  party  might 
otherwise  rise  against  them.  Their  aims  eflfi^cted,  the 
entire  resources  of  a  vast  and  rich  country  were  theirs. 
Olmedo  was  convinced  of  the  wisdom  of  the  course, 
although  he  considered  that  too  great  liberality 
had  been  shown.  The  headstrong  Avila  pressed 
the  point  with  his  natural  haughtiness,  whereupon 
Cortes  said:  "I  am  for  Mexico;  those  who  please 
may  follow;  those  who  do  not,  may  leave  it  alone. 
There  are  yet  women  in  Spain  to  bear  soldiers.*' 
"Yes,  and  captains  and  governors,"  retorted  Avila. 

narrative,  as  may  be  supposed,  is  a  paneffyric  upon  his  leader  and  patnyn, 
and  some  statements  have  accordingly  to  be  weighed,  but  this  defect  impairs 
the  importance  of  only  a  few  passages,  the  rest  being  highly  valuable,  and 
many  of  them  unique  in  their  testimony.  Guided  by  a  reference  in  BiM,  de 
Auto  rex  Esp.^  xxii.,  Sefior  Icazbalceta  of  Mexico  obtained,  after  great  trouble, 
a  copy  of  the  apparent  original  from  the  Royal  Academy  of  History,  Madrid, 
entitled:  Relacion  de  aJUjumm  coscu  de,  ku  qtie  cuxiecieron  al  Muy  Ilustre  SeiUtr 
Don  Hernando  CorUs,  etc.  Thi?  he  published  in  his  Coleceion  de  Documentos^ 
ii.  554-94.  The  last  three  pages  form  an  appendix  of  brief  remarks  on  the 
inhabitants  and  resources  of  New  Spain. 
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Cortes  deemed  it  discreet  to  bandy  no  further  words 
at  present.    So  spirited  a  tongue  must  be  curbed  with  * 

gifts ;  but  Cortes  awaited  his  opportunity.    He  never  I 

forgot  anything.  i 

With  a  view  chiefly  to  divert  the  troubled  spirits  I 

two  expeditions  were  sent  out,  each  of  two  hundred  « 

men,  mostly  from  the  ranks  of  the  late  enemy.     One  ' 

was  directed  to  Goazacoalco,  as  before,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Velazquez  de  Leon,  who  had  already  held 
this  commission,  and  two  vessels  were  placed  at  his 
disposal  to  send  to  Jamaica  for  live-stock,  seeds,  and 
3ther  requirements  of  the  proposed  colony.    The  other  | 

expedition  was  intrusted  to  Ordaz  for  the  occupation 
>f  Pilnuco,  with  a  view  to  anticipate  Garay.     Two  ! 

k^essels  were  given  him  to  explore  the  coast." 

While  Cortes  was  thus  risking  all  on  the  cast  of  » 

brtune  at  Cempoala  the  troops  at  Mexico  had  been 
exposed  to  even  greater  perils.  At  the  time  of  his 
leparture  for  the  coast,  Toxcatl,  the  fifth  month,  had 
)egun,  and  with  it  the  most  solemn  festival  of  the  year. 
[t  was  in  honor  of  Tezcatlipoca,  the  highest  of  the 
livinities,  and  identified  with  a  supreme  god,  although 
ess  conspicuous  in  the  daily  worship  of  the  people,  for  . 

hey  appealed  rather  to  the  nearer  minor  deities,  whom 
hev  regarded  as  intercessors,  than  to  their  supreme 
livinity,  whom  they  greatly  feared,  and  who  was  very  | 

ar  away.  The  Mexicans  had  been  permitted  to 
lold  the  celebration  in  the  great  temple,  which  had 

"  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex.y  149.  *Do«  dias  despu^  de  preso  el  dicho  Narvaez,  * 

orque  en  aquella  ciudad  no  se  podia  sostener  tanta  gente despache  dos 

apitanes.'  Vortis^  Carla^i,  125.     Cortes  writes  that  before  leaving  for  Mexico  ^ 

e  sent  Mexican  envoys  to  obtain  the  friendship  and  allegiance  of  the  lurd  of 

*dnaoo.     This  was  at  once  offered,  and  presents  were  exclianged.   Id.,  56-7,  ' 

25,  144-45.   Cortes  was  either  deceived  or  he  invented  the  story  to  counteract 

laray's  schemes.    Bernal  Diaz  names  Ordaz  for  Goazacoalco  and  Velazquez 

yr  Pdnuco;  but  it  has  entirely  escaped  his  memory  or  notes  that  Velaz-  > 

aez  had  already  been  charged  to  form  a  colony  in  Goazacoalco,  for  which  he 

ras  alao  better  fitted,  while  Ordaz  was  more  suited  for  rough  warfare  in 

^dnuco.    This  auUior  gives  to  each  1 20  men,  twenty  of  them  from  the  ranks  ' 

f  Cort^,   *porq  tenia  mas  experiecia  en  la  guerra.*  Hist,    Verdad.,  100.  ; 

*he  200  allowed  by  others  may  include  the  ship-crews.    Herrera  places  300 

len  under  Ordaz.  dec.  iL  lib.  x.  cap.  iv.  > 
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been  partly  dedicated  to  Christian  worship,  on  con- 
dition that  no  human  sacrifices  should  take  place.^ 
A  festival  of  this  prominence  could  not  fail  to  recall 
with  all  its  force  to  the  natives  the  indignities  to 
which  they  and  their  gods  had  been  subjected.  We 
have  seen  how  narrowly  an  uprising  on  account  of  the 
occupation  of  the  great  temple  by  strange  religious  em- 
blems was  escaped,  and  how  it  was  restrained  only  by 
the  promise  of  the  speedy  departure  of  the  Spaniards. 
Before  Cortes  had  left  the  capital  he  saw  the  smoulder- 
ing fire,  and  it  was  this  that  led  him  to  strengthen  the 
defences  of  the  fort,  to  obtain  extra  supplies  from 
Tlascala,  and  to  enjoin  the  strictest  watchfulness  and 
moderation. 

The  hostile  feeling  was  by  no  means  diminished  by 
the  tidings  of  another  larger  host  of  invaders  with 
doubtful  motives.  At  a  meeting  of  native  leaders  it 
was  admitted  that  the  promises  and  statements  of  the 
newly  arrived  Spaniards  could  no  more  be  relied  upon 
than  those  of  the  deceitful  Malinche,  and  the  deferred 
proposition  to  drive  out  or  to  kill  the  Spaniards  was  re- 
newed with  ardor.  A  better  opportunity  for  carrying 
out  such  a  measure  could  never  again  be  found.  The 
great  Cortds  with  his  cunning  controlling  mind  was 
absent.  There  remained  only  a  small  force  in  charge  of 
the  city,  and  the  troops  on  the  seaboard  were  divided 
against  each  other.  On  the  other  hand  a  multitude 
of  pilgrims  were  pouring  in  for  the  festival ;  and  what 
better  subjects  to  be  worked  upon  for  an  uprising  than 
these,  and  what  better  incentive  than  reUgion  ?  Beside 
the  appeal  for  vengeance  on  the  desecrators  of  their 
altars  came  the  patriotic  call  for  the  release  of  an  op- 
pressed sovereign,  whose  influence  was  still  supreme 
with  many,  and  the  alluring  prospect  of  securing  the 
rich  spoils  in  possession  of  the  Spaniards  and  the 
Tlascaltecs,  the  latter  still  more  detested  as  an  inferior 
race  which  after  years  of  contest  had  now  assumed  the 

^*  For  description  of  the  feast,  so  as  better  to  understand  what  follows^ 
see  Native  Hacea,  ii.  317-21,  iii.  422-8. 
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galling  attitude  of  master.  The  preparations  made 
during  the  late  fermentation  required  only  to  be  per- 
fected. More  arms  were  made^  the  people  were  stirred 
by  passionate  appeals,  warriors  were  enrolled,  and 
other  measures  taken." 

The  utmost  secrecy  had  been  observed  by  the  con- 
spirators, but  with  so  many  confidants,  actuated  by 
race  jealousy,  by  ties  of  friendship,  by  interest,  and  by 
one  above  all  others, the  love  of  woman,  that  the  rumor 
was  whispered  in  AJvarado's  ear."  Yet  to  the  mis- 
tress, who  in  her  devotion  to  the  lover  forgot  her  duty 
to  home  and  kindred,  must  not  be  charged  more  than 
is  her  due.  Sharpened  by  the  remembrance  of  past 
wrongs  suffered  on  battle-field  and  stone  of  sacrifice, 
the  wits  of  the  Tlascaltecs  discovered  evidence  which 
their  hatred  failed  not  to  magnify.  Warnings  were 
hardly  required,  however,  to  indicate  that  something 
unusual  was  stirring,  for  the  demeanor  of  the  Indians 
had  undergone  a  yet  more  marked  change.  Supplies 
were  further  diminished;  servants  sent  to  market 
were  abused  and  ill-treated,  and  insolence  was  shown 
even  to  the  Spaniards  themselves."  A  still  more 
alarming  sign  was  the  discovery  of  an  undermined 
wall/^  and  after  obtaining  further  particulars  from 
a  devoted  Tezcucan  chief,^^  afterward  known  as  Don 
HemaJido,  Alvarado  resolved  to  inspect  the  adjacent 
temple  where  the  chief  celebration  was  held.  Here 
a  number  of  suspicious  circumstances  were  noticed, 
which  the  CastiHans  readily  wrought  into  threatening 
realities;  among  them  several  victims  destined   for 

1^  Oviedo  refers  the  coancil  and  its  acts  only  to  the  time  immediately 
preceding  Cort^'  departure,  iii.  509. 

i<  <  Eato  afirmaron  muchas  mugeres,  de  las  quales  se  sabia  siepre  la  verdad. ' 
HerrercL,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  viii. 

*'  'Nos  quitaron  la  comida  e  enbiando  per  ella  no  nos  la  quisieron  dar  e 
nos  da-van  de  palos  a  las  naborias  e  estando  lavando  una  yndia  de  las  nuestras 
la  hahogaron  e  dezian  e  publicavan  que  asv  avian  de  hazer  a  los  espajioles.' 
J?amtrez,  Proceso  contra  Alvarado^  66.  This  testimony  is  confirmed  by  a 
number  of  his  followers. 

'^  '  Con  muchas  escalas  para  subir  y  matar  a  los  espafioles.  *  Id. ,  67.  Martin, 
in  Id.,  144. 

'*  *Le  prince  acolhua  Teoocoltzin.*  Braauurde  B<mrbourgfHist,  Nai.  Civ,^ 
iv.  287. 
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sacrifice,  regardless  of  the  promises  given,  while  some 
bloody  hearts  which  they  saw  testified  to  the  work 
already  done  by  the  knife."  With  the  victims  Alva- 
rado  seized  their  attendants  and  certain  of  the  em- 
peror's courtiers,  from  some  of  whom  he  tortured 
a  confession.  In  this  manner  he  learned  what  he 
already  partially  knew,  namely,  that  many  arms  were 
preparea;  that  during  the  Incensing  of  Huitzilo- 
pochtli,  as  the  festival  was  called,  the  Christian 
emblems  would  be  cast  out  of  the  temple,  and  that 
the  uprising  was  to  take  place  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  feast.^ 

A  seeming  confirmation  of  the  proposed  sacrilege 
came  from  Montezuma  himself,  who  sent  to  request 
the  removal  of  the  Christian  emblems  from  the  sum- 
mit of  the  great  temple,  pleading  as  high-priest  that 
the  presence  of  strange  images  must  prove  irritating 
to  the  worshippers  of  other  gods.  Alvarado  indig- 
nantly refused;  he  would  rather  fight.  The  Mexicans 
did  not  choose  to  see  their  festival  broken  up  before 
the  appointed  time,  and  so  the  point  was  waived.  It 
was  then  arranged  that  the  Spaniards  should  attend 
the  ceremonies,  so  as  to  be  assured  that  no  indignities 
would  be  offered  their  images.^ 

*°  *  A  number  of  poles  were  raised  in  the  court*3rard,  destined,  as  I  was  told, 
to  impale  the  Spaniards,  one  taller  than  the  rest  upon  the  pyramid  being  re- 
served for  me.*  Alvarado,  in  Bamirez,  Proceso  contra  Alvarado^  66. 

"  Alvarado's  statements  with  re^rd  to  reports  and  signs  of  revolt,  and  to 
the  confession  of  several  natives,  is  confirmed  by  a  number  of  witnesses, 
including  the  clergyman  Juan  Diaz.  Id.,  66,  113,  et  seq.  Tapia,  who  is 
arrayed  against  Alvarado,  intimates  that  torture  induced  the  natives  to  give 
the  confirmation  of  the  plot  as  desired  by  the  Spanish  captain,  and  that  the 
interpreter  was  unreliable.  One  witness  declares  that  the  uprising  was  un- 
derstood to  be  planned  to  tskke  place  within  ten  days;  anotner  says  on  the 
day  followLQg  the  torture,  intimatmg  that  it  was  to  be  after  the  great  dances. 

Id.,  37,  150.  *  Alvarado  dixo,  que  luego  le  auian  de  venir  a  dar  guerra que 

lo  supo  de  vn  Papa,  y  de  dos  Principsdes,  y  de  otros  Mexicanos.  Bemal  Dias^ 
Hist.  VerdacL,  102. 

^  Tapia*8  testimony  to  this  and  other  criminating  points  is  particularly 
valuable,  as  he  was  a  bitter  opponent  of  Alvarado.  The  latter  states  that 
Montezuma  declared  himself  powerless  to  prevent  the  premeditated  sacrilege 
to  the  Christian  images.  Bamim,  Proceso  contra  Alvarcuh,  36-7,  66-7.  But 
this  plea,  if  made,  must,  according  to  other  accounts,  be  interpi-etcd  to  apply 
only  to  pasan  ceremonies,  held  almost  before  the  images,  and  which  might 
be  regarded  as  a  sacrilege.  Torquemada  writes  that  arms  had  been  collected 
within  the  temple  and  everything  prepared  for  the  day  when  the  Spaniards 
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And  now  comes  another  of  those  diabolical  deeds 
which,  done  in  the  name  of  civilization,  or  religion,  or 
any  other  entity  or  idea,  fills  us  with  horror  toward 
the  gods  and  men  for  whom  or  by  whom  such  acts 
are  consummated.  The  lion  and  the  tiger  are  humane 
and  gentle  beside  the  Spaniard,  harboring  thoughts 
bom  of  bigoted  zeal  or  blind  apprehension.  And 
what  are  his  thoughts?  These:  He  would  enter  the 
sanctuary,  the  holy  temple  of  his  god  and  their  gods, 
and  while  all  the  people,  while  priests  and  nobles,  the 
flower  of  the  Aztec  race,  were  celebrating  the  highest 
service  of  the  highest  festival,  he  and  his  men  would 
fall  upon  them  and  hew  them  in  pieces  I  And  this 
because  they  had  tired  of  harboring  and  feeding  them. 
They  desire  to  be  relieved  of  the  self-invited  guests, 
and  since  dismissal  does  not  avail  they  must  be  driven 
out  or  killed.  But  the  intruders  do  not  wish  to  be 
exterminated,  and  if  there  is  striking  to  be  done,  they 
propose  to  strike  first. 

Pedro  de  Alvarado  was  no  such  man  as  Hernan 

attended  bv  inyitation  to  witness  the  dance  of  the  nobles.  At  a  nven  signal 
«n  evidently  simultaneous  attack  was  to  be  made  on  the  assembled  guests 
and  on  the  fort,  thus  takins  the  Spaniards  at  a  disadvantage.  Jars  stood 
prepared,  filled  with  certain  liquids,  wherein  to  cook  their  bodies  for  the  feast. 
1.  489-90.  The  general  inclination  of  those  who  follow  the  Spanish  version, 
of  which  Torquemada,  usually  so  stanch  for  the  natives,  is  here  the  best 
exponent,  has  been  to  assume  that  the  attack  was  arranged  for  the  day  of  the 
great  dances ;  and  this  is  not  unlikely,  although  the  origmal  writers  and  their 
conmientators  appear  to  be  ignorant  of  or  oblivious  to  certain  features  of  the 
festival.  Another  view  has  been  to  place  the  attack  durins  the  installation  of 
the  new  image  of  the  war-god.  This  ceremony  belonged  to  the  preceding 
day,  a  fact  not  as  a  rule  understood,  and  therefore  the  source  of  much  con- 
fusion. Brasseur  de  Bourbourg,  who  is  clearest  on  these  points,  assumes  that 
the  raising  of  the  idol  would  involve  the  casting  forth  of  the  Christian  em- 
blems, and  be  the  signal  for  attack.  But  evidences  are  conclusive  tliat  the 
natives  were  not  ready  on  that  day.  They  were  too  occupied  with  the  cele- 
bration, and  Alvarado,  with  his  small  force,  was  not  so  negligent  as  to  wait 
till  the  last  moment,  when  the  enemy  was  fully  prepared.  He  and  several  of 
his  men  indicate  clearly  enough  that  they  attended  the  temple  at  the  installa- 
tion. The  uprising  must  therefore  have  been  appointed  for  the  following  or 
even  a  later  day.  See  note  25.  Vctancurt,  Teatro  Mex.^m.  139,  is  among  the 
authorities  who  follow  the  version  of  Torquemada  in  general.  One^  of  the 
fervid-minded  witnesses  of  Alvai-ado  repeats  the  account  of  pots  and  jars  for 
cooking  the  Spaniards.  Helps  supposes  that  Huitzilopochtli^s  festival  had 
not  yet  been  entered  upon,  and  that  Tezcatlipoca's  image  is  the  one  in  ques- 
tion ;  but  the  Spaniards,  who  knew  the  difference  between  these  idols,  all 
affirm  that  the  celebration  of  the  war-god  was  now  held.  See  Hamirtz,  Pro- 
ceso  contra  Alvaracio,  69,  113,  130,  137,  and  150. 
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Cort^.  He  was  scarcely  fit  to  be  his  servant.  There 
were  a  dozen  prominent  qualities  that  combined  to 
make  up  the  great  man  in  Cortes  which  were  absent 
in  Alvaxado.  Both  of  them  were  loyal,  brave,  and 
merciless,  but  there  was  a  method  in  the  excesses 
of  Cortes  which  those  of  Alvarado  lacked.  Cortes 
was  deep,  Alvarado  shallow;  Cortes  was  patient  under 
aflfront,  Alvarado  was  violent;  Cortes  was  cool  in  time 
of  danger,  Alvarado  was  excited — and  so  on.  And 
yet  Alvarado  was  a  gallant  cavalier. 

The  Spaniards  now  held  a  council,  before  which 
Alvarado  placed  the  information  thus  far  obtained  of 
the  plot,  and  the  necessity  of  prompt  measures  was  at 
once  recognized.  They  did  not  believe  Montezuma 
to  be  taking  any  active  part  in  the  conspiracy,  but 
that  swayed  by  hopes  ana  fears  he  was  allowing  him- 
self, with  his  usual  want  of  resolution,  to  yield  to  the 
stronger  will  of  his  courtiers  a  passive  consent  to  the 
efforts  for  his  release." 

Less  prudent  than  his  chief,  and  less  fertile  in  re- 
sources, Alvarado  did  not  look  for  preventives  to 
check  the  conspiracy,  but  to  what  he  regarded  as  a 
decisive  blow  to  crush  it,  such  as  that  administered  at 
Cholula.  He  had  not  the  foresight  of  his  general 
with  regard  to  the  proper  adjustment  of  means  to 
ends,  nor  his  magic  influence  over  those  around 
him,  friend  or  foe.  He  remembered  only  the  good 
effect  of  the  massacre  on  the  effeminate  Cholultecs, 
and  felt  convinced  that  so  excellent  a  measure  must 

"  This  received  support  from  hia  neglect  to  interfere  when  supplies  were 
cut  down.  Even  TapiA  refers  to  a  chajige  in  his  disposition,  ana  to  Alya- 
rado's  displeosure  thereat,  but  his  words  may  apply  to  the  stoppage  either  of 
supplies  or  of  presents.  /eZ.,36.  Want  of  power  could  not  be  pleaded  by 
Montezuma,  because  a  few  days  Uter,  when  the  natives  were  far  more  embit- 
tered both  affainst  the  Spaniards  and  against  their  captive  sovereign,  the 
bitter  was  able  by  a  mere  appeal  to  stay  their  onslaught.  The  testimony 
speaks  not  only  of  an  undermined  wall  and  scaling  ladders,  but  of  weapons, 
'porras  y  otras  armas,'  and  of  conspirators  within  the  fort,  /cf.,  67,  113,  et 
seq.  Gomara  says  that  his  love  for  the  Spaniards  has  been  denied  by  some. 
Bi8t.  Mex,,  154-5 ;  but  Bemal  Diaz  will  not  believe  Montezimia  ^piilty  of  con- 
spiracy. Hist.  Verdud.t  102.  The  grief  of  the  Spaniards  at  his  death,  and 
the  care  taken  of  his  children,  indicate  that  they  and  the  crown  regarded  him 
as  loyal 
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answer  also  for  the  apparently  abject  Aztecs.  It 
ihoroughly  suited  his  rash  daring  and  cruel  disposition. 
To  attack  is  to  win,  was  his  maxim.  The  difference 
in  circumstances  hardly  entered  into  consideration, 
chief  among  which  was  the  smaller  force,  unsup- 
ported by  the  neutrality  of  half  the  city,  as  at  Cho- 
lula,  and  without  allies  close  at  hand.  The  gathering 
of  so  many  nobles  and  military  leaders  in  connection 
with  the  war-god  celebration  provided  the  oppor- 
tunity desired,  since  this  would  permit  the  blow  to 
be  directed  against  those  who  were  looked  on  as  the 
promoters  of  the  revolt;  and  deprived  of  their  leaders 
the  people  would  be  likely  to  abandon  any  further 
attempt.     This  plan  met  with  general  approval.** 

The  hour"  Imving  arrived  for  the  visit  to  the 
temple,"  Alvarado  selects  half  the  force  to  accompany 
him,"  and  proceeds  thither,  armed  with  more  than 
usual  care.  Upon  those  who  remain  in  charge  of 
the  fort,  says  Tapia,  devolves  the  safer,  though  even 
more  cruel  task  of  slaughtering  the  greater  part  of 
the  courtiers  and  attendants,"  who  have  this  day  pre- 
fiented  themselves  in  larger  numbers  than  usual. 

**  *Ii08  eepafioles  lo  requirieron  al  dicho  D.  Pedro.'  Ramirez,  Proceso  contra 
Alvarado,  150.    Tapia  pretends  that  be  objected.  Id,,  37. 

^  Alvarado  and  his  men  in  more  than  one  instance  indicate  the  day  when 
the  dough  idol  was  raised.  Id.,  67,  113,  134.  Ixtlilxochitl  points  to  the 
f  oUowiz^  greater  day,  which  he  dates  May  19th.  Rtlacionea,  412.  Sahaffon  is  not 
flo  definite,  but  his  editor  accepts  the  chief  day,  calling  it  whitsonday,  May 
^th.  Hiat,  Conq,  (ed.  1840),  99.  In  another  place  he  says  May  25th.  Tezcuco 
<n  ha  uUimos  Uempos,  274.  One  of  Alvarado's  men  states  that  it  was  a  Thurs- 
day. Randrfz,  Proeeso  contra  Alvarado,  131. 

**  The  testimony  of  the  conquerors,  confirmed  by  native  paintings  and 
records,  leaYes  no  doubt  that  the  dance  of  the  nobles  and  the  massacre  took 
place  in  the  great  temple  adjoining  the  fort.  Ramirez,  Proceso,  37  et  seq.  Acosta 
writes,  bowever,  that  they  occurred  in  the  palace,  Hvft.  Irul,,  522,  and  he  is 
partly  right,  since  a  massacre  was  carried  out  here  also.  ClEtyigero  follows 
Aoosta,  and  assumes  that  the  fort  is  meant.  He  argues  that  the  dance  was 
held  there  so  that  the  emperor  misht,  as  customary,  be  present,  and  that  a 
massacre  could  not  have  been  undertaken  by  so  few  Spaniards  in  the  great 
temple,  where  the  arsenals  were  situated,  and  where  the  concourse  of  people 
must  have  been  veiy  large.  Storia  Mesa.,  iii.  118.  The  Spaniards  haa  for- 
bidden the  use  of  arms  during  the  festival,  and  none  appear  to  have  been 
produced  in  the  temple.  Amonff  other  precautions  Alvarado  appears  to  have 
usisted  on  a  small  attendance  oeyond  that  of  nobles,  and  most  authorities 
so  accept  it. 

*^  Torquemada  says  50  men;  the  Tlascaltecs  are  seldom  counted. 

"  'Que  no  quedaion  sino  el  dicho  Montezuma  y  quinze  o  veynte  criados*' 
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The  Spaniards  wilji  their  Tlascaltec  followers  are 
welcomed  at  the  sanctuary  with  great  demonstrations 
by  the  unsuspecting  nobles,  who  see  nothing  to  ap- 
prehend in  the  gleaming  arms,  since  the  Spaniards 
never  go  forth  without  weapons.  We  must  remem- 
ber it  is  a  gala  day,  and  the  court  presents  a 
magnificent  scene  with  its  festive  decking  of  gar- 
lands, festoons,  and  drapery,  and  its  gayly  attired 
audience.  A  procession  of  plumed  priests  and  pages 
march  by  with  swinging  censers,  chanting  weird  music 
before  the  hideous  idols.  Behind  comes  a  file  of  nuns 
and  novices,  with  red  feathers  and  painted  faces,  sur- 
mounted by  garlands  of  toasted  maize,  and  bearing  in 
their  hands  flags  with  black  bars.  Hidden  musicians 
strike,  and  the  dance  begins.  Joining  the  priests,  the 
consecrated  women  and  the  tyros  whirl  round  a  large 
brazier,  while  two  shield-bearers  with  blackened  faces 
direct  their  motions.  A  conspicuous  figure  is  the 
ixteocale,  the  living  representative  of  the  god,  for 
whom  he  is  fated  to  die,  like  the  more  prominent  proxy 
of  Tezcatlipoca.  Dressed  like  a  warrior  ready  for  the 
fray,  and  prepared  to  lead  in  the  chief  dances  as  is  his 
duty,  he  seems  to  impersonate  the  omen  of  evil  which 
hovers  over  the  scene. 

Presently  the  Spaniards  are  conducted  to.  a  sepa- 
rate court,  wherein  are  assembled  several  hundred 
nobles  and  leading  men,  arrayed  in  rich  costumes 
glittering  with  gold  and  precious  stones.  The  centre 
of  attraction  is  the  new  image  of  Huitzilopochtli,  of 
tzoalli  dough,  its  jacket  wrought  with  human  bones. 
Before  this  image  the  nuxzehualiztli  dance  now  begins.* 
Rings  are  formed  round  the  music-stand,  where  two 
leaders  direct  the  movements,  the  highest  nobles  and 
the  most  aged  composing  the  inner  circles,  and  the 

says  the  charge  against  Alvarado.  Ramirez,  Procfso,  4,  20,  37,  43.  This 
generally  ignored  part  of  the  maasacre  finds  also  indirect  confirmation  in  the 
diffuse  testimony  to  the  finding  of  concealed  weapons  among  the  attendants 
of  Montezitma.    AlYarado  would  not  haye  failed  to  punish  them  for  this. 

^ IxtidxochitlyRelaciones,A\2.  'EstpbayleescemoelNetoteliztli.'  *Mazeua- 
liztli:  que  quiere  descir  Merecimiento  con  trabajo.*  Oonuara,  Hiak  Mex.,  150l 
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younger  men  the  outer.  When  all  is  ready  the  music 
strikes  up  lightly  to  a  well  known  tune,  and  the 
dancers  move  off,  chanting  a  song  bearing  on  the  event 
of  the  day,  and  on  gods  and  kings.**  Forewarned  as 
the  Spaniards  are,  they  see  treason  in  every  act  and 
word,  and  many  who  understand  somewhat  the  Aztec 
language  declare  that  the  songs  bear  distinct  allusions 
to  the  intended  uprising. 

As  the  dance  progresses  a  few  of  the  soldiers,  to- 
gether with  a  number  of  Tlascaltecs,  take  possession 
of  the  different  entrances,  while  the  rest  distribute 
themselves  in  suitable  positions  and  watch  for  the 
signal.*^  Instructed  by  his  native  allies,  Alvarado 
waits  the  time  when  the  Indians  shall  install  the  war- 
god  image  in  the  chapel.  And  now  the  sanguinary 
moment  has  come.  Falling  on  the  assembly  with 
pike  and  sword,  some  strike  the  idol  and  some  its 
worshippers.  They  hew  down  the  priests  and  drive 
the  cruel  steel  through  the  bodies  of  the  nobles. 
Few  of  the  Indians  possess  any  weapons  with  which 
to  defend  themselves  from  the  sharp  Toledo  blades. 
Taken  thus  by  surprise,  panic-stricken,  they  tread  one 
upon  another,  and  then  fall  helpless  under  the  merci- 
less thrusts  of  the  enemy.  Their  first  impulse  has 
been  to  rush  for  the  gates,  but  lines  of  bristling  pikes 
oblige  them  to  press  back  against  the  crowd,  thereby 
increasing  the  confusion.  Some  attempt  to  climb  over 
the  high  walls,  some  to  hide  in  the  temple  buildings, 
even  burrowing  beneath  the  heaps  of  the  slain. 
Before  an  hour  has  passed  there  is  nothing  left  in 
sight  deemed  worthy  Spanish  swords,  so  suddenly  has 
this  brilliant  assembly  been  transformed  into  loath- 

"See  Native  Races,  ii.  288-9. 

*^  'Fue  al  patio  donde  estava  el  Oecbilobos  e  vi  mucha  gentc  junta  para  le 
sabir  e  defendiendolo  venia  mucha  gente  los  Q^es  comensaron  a  pelear  con 
nosotros. '  Ramirtz,  ProcesocorUraAlwtradOy  67.  This  is  a  mere  excuse  evidently, 
which  none  attempt  to  support,  definitely  at  least ;  but  it  sounded  well  to  say 
that  the  actual  fight  began  on  the  native  side,  as  had  the  plotting.  One  of 
Brasseur  de  Bourbourg's  unique  manuscripts  states  that  the  first  attack  by 
the  Spaniards  was  upon  those  who  were  advancing  with  the  idol.  Hist,  Nat, 
Civ,,  IV.  287.  *Este  testigo  desfizo  el  ydolo  que  los  dichos  yndios  tenian  para 
sobir  donde  estava  Kuestra  Sefiora.'  SfuHo  Pinto,  in  Ramirez,  134. 
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some  masses  of  mangled  bodies.  The  pathway  of  the 
conquerors  is  everywhere  slippery  witii  the  blood  of 
their  victims. 

In  this  horrible  butchery,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
lower  classes  suffered  less  than  the  nobles.  Desola- 
tion was  brought  home  to  nearly  every  prominent 
family  in  the  city.  Their  grief,  shared  by  dependants 
and  adherents  throughout  the  provinces,  was  com- 
memorated in  plaintive  ballads,  by  which  the  people 
kept  alive  the  hatred  of  their  oppressors  long  after 
the  conquest.  The  estimates  of  the  killed  vary  from 
four  hundred  to  over  three  thousand,  the  most  com- 
mon number  being  six  hundred;  and  as  this  generally 
refers  to  prominent  personages  it  may  be  accepted  as 
not  too  low.^ 

Finding  no  more  to  kill,  or  rather  no  more  worth 
the  killing,  the  Spaniards  and  the  Tlascaltecs  pro- 
ceeded to  plunder.  The  reward  was  rich,  but  even 
in  the  eyes  of  their  national  historians  odium  attached 
to  every  trinket,  for  by  such  action,  as  Herrera  ob- 
serves, they  gave  currency  to  the  charge  that  the  deed 
had  been  prompted  by  avarice.  But  this  interesting 
occupation  was  destined  to  be  interrupted.     Shouts 

**  There  were  from  300  to  400  dancers,  nearly  all  chiefs,  and  an  aadienoe 
of  from  2000  to  3000,  says  Tapia;  and  from  the  worduur  of  the  accusation 
against  Alvarado  it  appears  that  all  the  chiefs  were  killed,  and  a  nmnber  of 
the  rest,  besides  those  slaughtered  in  the  fort.  Ramirez  interprets  the  native 
painting  to  signify  400,  most  likely  of  the  nobles  only.  Id.,  4,  37,  286;  400 
killed,  Cortes,  Heiidenciaf  i.  41;  over  600  nobles  slaughtered  in  one  hour, 
CanOf  in  Oviedo,  iii.  550;  600  to  1000  nobles  and  caciques,  Oomara;  oyer  1000 
nobles,  IxUilxockiUf  Belaciones,  412,  and  Braasetir  at  Bourbourg.  'Fu6  tan 
grande  el  derramamiento  de  sangre,  que  corrian  arroyos  della  por  el  patio  como 
agua  cuando  mucho  IIuayc.'  SaJiagun,  Hist,  Gonq,  (ed.  1840),  100.  He  gives 
sickening  details  of  truncated  bodies,  of  dismembered  hands  and  feet,  and  of 
draggling  entrails.  Father  Duran  ffoes  to  an  extreme  in  his  account,  according 
to  which  Alvarado  prompted  the  deed,  and  Cort^  executed  it.  From  8000 
to  10,000  illustrious  men  were  summoned  through  Montezuma  to  assemble 
in  the  temple,  in  order  to  permit  Gort^  to  kill  them  and  thus  become  master 
in  the  country.  He  places  ten  soldiers  at  each  gate,  and  sends  in  ten  to  com- 
mit the  slaughter.  Hist,  Ind.,  MS.  ii.  456-9.  Las  Casas  is  not  so  absurd,  this 
time  at  least,  but  close  behind  him  in  the  estimate,  for  he  states  that  the 
slaughter  was  carried  on  in  different  parts  of  the  city  at  the  same  time,  and 
in  one  place  alone  about  2000  young  nobles  felL  Presoott  misinterprets  him. 
'Non  procul  h.  palatio  aberant,  duo  clrciter  millia  juvenum  nobilium. . .  .Ad 
hos  se  contuUt  Hispanorum  Capitaneus,  &  alios  ad  reliquas  urbis  partes,  in 

quibus  had  choresB  celebrabantur,  misit, non  cessabunt  oelebrare&  uunentarl 

. . .  .calamitatem/  etc.  Eegio.  Ind,  Devastai,,  32. 
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from  the  maddened  multitude  without  were  soon 
heard,  roaring  in  response  tb  the  death  clamor  of  their 
countrymen.  Warned  by  the  guard  at  the  gates,  the 
plunderers  hastened  to  regain  the  fort.  Yens  of  exe- 
cration greeted  them  as  they  issued  from  the  temple, 
and  showers  of  stones  and  darts  fell  thick,  while 
the  front  ranks  of  the  assailants  pressed  them  with 
swords  and  clubs.®     Short  as  was  the  distance  to  the 


"  TapiOy  and  others,  in  Ramirez,  38,  67,  131.  Torquemada  assumes  that 
the  arms  used  by  the  assaUants  were  those  which  had  been  collected  for 
the  ontbreak  in  the  houses  adjoining  the  temple,  i.  490.  As  regards  the 
motiTes  for  the  massacre,  the  Spanish  authorities  seek  as  a  rule  to  justify 
them,  while  the  native  accounts  are  equally  inclined  to  ascribe  them  to  greed 
or  to  wanton  cruelty.  According  to  Siahagun  the  celebration  was  held  at  the 
instance  of  Alvarado,  who  slaughtered  the  devotees  without  known  cause. 
JiisL  Conq.j  27  (ed.  1840),  100.  j3uran,  who  is  as  prejudiced  as  he  is  blunder- 
vngj  dates  the  massacre  after  the  return  of  Cortes  from  the  coast.  Alvarado 
persuades  him  to  secure  the  submission  of  the  country  by  killins  all  the 
lords  and  chiefs,  and  they  are  accordingly  allured  to  their  death.  Hist,  Ind., 
MS.,  ii.  456-7.  Las  Gasas  inclines  to  a  similar  motive;  *quo  magis  cresceret, 
&  augeretnr  in  his  provinciis  formido  illorum  crudelitatis.*  Begio.  Ind.  De- 
vasteU. ,  30.  Nearer  the  truth  comes  Ixtlilxocliitl,  who,  while  disposed  to  credit 
his  ooontrymen,  dares  not  accuse  the  Spaniards,  and  so  takes  the  prudent 
middle  course  of  casting  the  blame  on  the  Tlascaltecs.  Prompted  by  the 
hatred  bred  of  former  wrongs  inflicted  by  Mexicans,  and  by  greed  for  spoils, 
they  invent  charges  of  treason  and  speedy  revolt.  Alvarado,  being  also 
avaricious,  is  readily  induced  to  believe  them,  and  considers  it  besides  a  good 
opportunity  to  obtain  control  by  dispatching  the  assembled  chiefs,  unarmed 
as  theyare.  Hist,  Chich, ,  300 ;  Helaciones,  389, 412.  Ixtlilxochitl  is  not  to  blame 
for  his  assumption,  since  his  admired  guide,  the  biographer  of  Cort^,  does  not 
attempt  to  d^end  Alvarado,  but  merely  mentions  tbsit  he  was  influenced  either 
by  reports  of  a  proposed  uprising  or  by  avarice.  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  151. 
The  commentator  Chimalpam  says  bluntly  that  the  latter  motive  '  es  mas  de 
creer.'  Hist.  Conq.,  i.  281;  Beiizoni,  Mondo  Nuovo,  94;  Pizarro  y  Orellana, 
Varones  Ilvstrts,  92.  Vetancurt  rather  condemns  Alvarado  for  acting  on  in- 
sufficient evidence.  TetUro  Mex. ,  pt.  iii.  139-^.  Cortes*  silence  respectinff  the 
cause  may  be  attributed  to  his  usual  prudence  in  suppressing  unpleasant  ra^ts. 
He  states,  however,  that  Montezuma  supplicated  him  not  to  be  annoyed  at  what 
had  happened,  since  he  regretted  it  as  much  as  the  Spaniards.  This  implies 
that  the  Indians  were  regarded  as  originators  of  the  trouble.  The  severity 
with  which  he  treated  the  emperor  on  his  return  to  Mexico,  notwithstanding 
the  efforts  made  by  him  to  save  the  Spaniards,  indicates  still  more  strongly 
that  Oort^  .was  convinced  of  Mexican  treachery.  Cartas,  126  et  seq. 
In  the  letter  of  the  army  to  the  emperor  the  uprising  is  attributed  to 
Narvaez'  plots.  Carta  dd  EjircitOy  in  Icazbalceta,  Col.  Doc.,  i.  429.  Herrera 
notioes  the  native  versions,  particularly  that  which  accuses  the  Tlascaltecs 
of  having  tramped  up  charges  against  the  Mexicans,  but  he  affirms,  *la  verdad 
Ine,  que  pensaron  matarlos  Gs^tellanos.'  He  thereupon  enumerates  proofs 
of  the  plot.  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  viii.  Torquemada,  who  is  more  fully  ac- 
quainted with  native  accounts,  condemns  them  as  unreliable,  and  states  that 
Hahagnn  accepted  them  without  investigation,  i.  489-91.  The  charge  that 
Alvarado  was  influenced  by  avarice  is  promptly  rejected  by  Bemal  Diaz.  'No 
k>  creo,  ni  nunca  tal  oi,  ni  es  de  creer  que  tal  hiziesse.'  His  motive  was  to 
inspire  terror  and  inffict  such  injury  as  to  prevent  the  Indians  from  attacking 
HsBT.  Mxx..  YoL.  I.   27 
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fort,  much  time  was  occupied  in  reaching  it,  and 
hardly  a  man  escaped  injury.  Alvarado  was  severely 
wounded,  while  one  soldier  and  a  number  of  allies 
were  slain. 

him.  That  they  intended  to  attack,  Bernal  Dias  fully  believes.  Hist,  Ver- 
dad.t  102.  Soils  is  quite  indignant  at  the  supposition  that  avarice  impelled 
the  Spaniards.  Hist.  Mex. ,  ii.  1 17.  According  to  Oviedo  the  intention  of  the 
natives  was  to  kill  also  Cortes  on  his  return.  He  inserts  without  comment 
l^e  version  of  Cano,  married  to  Montezuma's  daughter,  that  avarice  was  the 
motive,  iii.  510,  550.  Aoosta,  who  jo^enerally  adheres  to  native  versions,  does 
not  apparent]  v  find  them  reliable  in  this  case,  since  he  merely  says  that  a 
'chastisement  was  inflicted,  but  that  it  was  excessive.  Hist.  Ina.,  522.  This 
is  also  the  opinion  of  Clavigero,  who  believes  that  the  Spaniards  were  de- 
ceived by  Tlascaltec  stories  of  a  plot,  and  wished  to  anticipate  it,  on  the 
principle  that  'chi  assalisce  vince.  Checchessia,  la  sua  condotta  non  pn6 
scusarsi  d'imprudenza,  e  di  cmdeltJu'  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  119.  This  view  has 
been  widely  atlopted,  even  by  the  modem  Mexican  historian  Carbajal  Espl- 
nosa,  phigiarist  though  he  be.  Hist.  Mex. ,  ii.  339.  His  confrere  Bustamante, 
as  editor  of  Sahagun,  is  inclined  to  magnify  even  the  ezaff^rations  of  the 
latter.  Prescott  wavers  between  Clavi^ro's  views  and  disbdief  in  Alvarado's 
apology.  But  in  expressing  his  opinion  he  misconstrues  Bernal  Diaz  and 
raises  some  meaningless  questions.  Mex.,  ii.  284-6.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  Indians  were  bent  on  mischief.  A  large  faction  had  been  hostile  to  the 
Spaniards  ever  since  their  arrival,  as  intruders  who  menaced  the  existing 
politic,  economic,  and  religious  order.  This  feeling  had  been  steadily  spread- 
ing under  the  threatening  attitnde  assumed  by  the  unbidden  guests  in  seizing 
the  emperor,  in  extorting  tribute,  and  in  aasuminff  mastery.  With  the 
occupation  of  the  temple  by  the  Christian  emblems  the  climax  was  reached; 
and  now  the  whole  population  became  possessed  with  a  desire  to  avenge 
not  only  the  outraged  idols,  but  themselves  and  their  sovei-eign,  and  to 
uphold  the  tottering  throne.  The  observations  of  the  Spaniards  and  the 
reports  of  their  informers  were  correct  in  pointing  to  an  uprising,  to  take 

Slace  during  the  gathering  of  pilgrims  for  the  war-ffod  festival,  when  the  re- 
uced  number  of  the  Spanish  garrison  favored  the  design.  The  confession  of 
several  natives,  whether  extorted  by  torture  or  not,  confirmed  the  charges  and 
justified  belief.  Alvarado  could  not  as  a  prudent  commander  ignore  them, 
and  duty  required  him  to  use  prompt  measures  for  the  protection  of  his  force, 
and  of  the  interests  of  his  king  and  the  expedition.  It  might  be  urged  by 
those  who  seek  to  defend  this  kind  of  thing  that  seizure  of  the  victims  for 
hostages  would  have  been  equally  effective  and  more  humane;  but  from  the 
precedence  established  by  the  general  himself  at  Cholula  the  conduct  of  the 
rash  Alvarado  is  scarcely  to  be  wondered  at.  Cortes*  object  had  been  to 
strike  terror  as  the  only  effective  lesson  for  a  people  who  seemed  to  recognize 
no  other  sway,  and  if  this  was  regarded  as  necessary  with  the  Cholultecs, 
Alvarado  must  have  held  it  to  be  doubly  so  now.  His  position  was  far  more 
critical  than  that  at  the  former  city,  for  his  resources  were  smaller,  the 
prospect  of  aid  was  hopeless,  and  escape  was  cut  off.  He  had  to  strike 
promptly  and  strike  well.  Here  were  the  leaders,  and  here  the  temple,  wherein 
a  punishment  would  apparently  have  greater  effect.  It  was  natural  to  sup- 
pose that  the  installation  of  the  war -god  would  be  attended  by  the  leaders 
or  representative  men  of  the  enemy;  and  to  level  the  blow  at  this  class  must 
be  considered  as  less  cruel  at  least  than  to  strike  the  multitude,  as  at  Cholula. 
Perhaps  the  recognition  of  this  was  a  reason  for  the  silence  of  Cortes.  All  this 
discussion,  however,  as  to  the  minor  motives  prompting  a  dastardly  deed  I 
do  not  regard  as  very  relevant.  I  am  very  sure  that  the  motives  of  the 
Spaniards  in  this  massacre  were  not  plunder.  They  were  playing  for  a  higher 
stake,  for  the  whole  country,  and,  in  case  they  won,  all  in  it  would  be  theirs. 
The  present  heavy  blow  was  but  one  of  the  points  in  the  game. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

UPRISING    OF   THE   AZTECS. 

Mat-Jukx,  1520. 

JmAMMcrmsL  of  the  Aztbc&— Spanish  Quarters— Thb  Citt  ik  Arms— Grow* 
nro  Hatred  toward  the  Invaders — Perilous  Position  of  Alvarado— . 
Montezuma  Called  to  Interfere — Failing  Provisions— Miraculous 
Watsrt— CoRTis  TO  the  Resoue— Rendezvous  at  Tlascala— The  Citt 
AND  its  People— The  Army  Joins  Alvarado — Desperate  Encounters. 

The  Spaniards  had  mistaken  somewhat  the  charac- 
ier  of  the  Aztecs.  Ground  to  the  dust  by  political 
lespotism  and  bloody  superstition,  their  features  had 
issumed  a  melancholy  cast  and  their  form  the  attitude 
>f  huniility.  Yet  beneath  all  slumbered  a  ferocity 
ihe  most  blood-thirsty  among  the  Nahua  nations. 
A.nd  now,  though  their  nature  might  be  as  cold  and 
mpassive  as  the  stone  of  the  pavement,  the  iron  heel 
)f  the  conqueror  had  struck  fire  from  it. 

Before  the  fort  the  angry  throng  increased,  until 
Ihe  whole  city  seemed  to  have  gathered  there.  On 
;he  roofs  and  in  the  courts  feu  showers  of  arrows, 
jtones,  and  darts,  and  charge  after  charge  was  made 
it  the  entrances.  Attempts  were  also  made  both  to 
jcale  and  undermine  the  walls,  and  some  resorted  to 
tittering,  until  it  seemed  to  the  besieged  as  if  the 
B^hole  habitation  was  coming  down  upon  their  heads. 

The  structure  consisted  of  a  vast  irregular  pile 
>f  stone  buildings,  one  story  in  height,  and  raised, 
iike  most  of  the  pretentious  edifices,  on  a  pyramidal 
foundation,  which  was  low  and  difficult  to  undermine 
or  beat  down.  An  occasional  tower  relieved  the  monot- 
ony of  the  outline  and  oflfered  a  view  over  the  neigh- 

(419) 
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borhood.  Beside  the  smaller  courts  inclosed  by  the 
buildings,  a  larger  yard  appears  to  have  been  formed 
by  a  stout  wall,  within  which  the  allies  had  erected 
temporary  shelter.  This  was  the  weakest  point,  and 
here  the  battering  parties  were  chiefly  collected.  The 
flanks  and  curtains  of  modern  fortification  were  want- 
ing, and  the  protection  of  the  wall  face  depended  on 
the  turrets  which  rose  here  and  there,  and  on  the 
parapets,  with  their  few  embrasures. 

Though  attempting  no  sortie  beyond  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  gates,  the  Spaniards  were  not  sparing 
of  powder  and  arrows,  and  picked  off  the  more  pre- 
sumptuous assailants,  while  their  pikes  and  swords 
did  good  service  at  the  parapets  and  openings.     The 
cannon,  however,  loaded  as   they  were  with   small 
shot  and  scraps,  which  brought  down  a  dozen  or  more 
at  a  time,  were  the  only  weapons  that  could  hold  the 
enemy  in  check.     On  one  occasion,  when  a  charging 
party  had  approached  in  a  somewhat  wavering  column 
to  carry  the  main  entrance,  the  cannon  charge  failed 
to  explode,  owing  to  dampness.     This  the  assailants 
were  quick  to  observe,  and  with  yells  of  encourage- 
ment they  rushed  forward,  and  were  soon  in  a  hand- 
to-hand  conflict  with  a  party  which  had  sallied  to 
break  the  first  column.     The  Spaniards  plied  their 
swords  and  pikes  with  desperation,  supported  by  a 
desultory  fire  from  the  musketeers  and  archers  of  the 
fort,  but  without  effect.     The  gaps  made  by  their 
weapons  were  quickly  filled  with  fresh  warriors,  and 
the  sallying  party  was  obliged  to  fall  back  with  the 
loss  of  two  soldiers,  who  were  captured  alive  and  de- 
voted to  sacrifice.     It  was  a  critical  moment,  for  the 
enraged  horde  was  about  to  follow  them  into  the 
quarters.    Just  then,  as  if  touched  by  invisible  fire,  the 
powder  ignited,  sending  from  the  cannon  its  death- 
dealing  missiles,  mowing  a  path  through  the  crowd  of 
pursuers.     The  Mexicans  were  appalled  and  speedily 
thrown  into  disorder,  of  which  the  Spaniards  were 
not  slow  to  take  advantage.     Nor  was  this  the  only 
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miracle  of  the  day;  for  it  is  alleged  that  the  virgin, 
and  he  of  the  dazzling  white  steed,  both  appeared 
fighting  on  the  side  of  the  Spaniards,  and  bringing 
defeat  and  confusion  upon  their  assailants,  as  at  Ta- 
basco and  Tlascala.^ 

Thus  closed  the  first  day  of  Alvarado  s  chivalrous 
doings,  during  which  a  large  number  were  wounded, 
although  there  were  but  six  killed,*  not  including 
allies.  A  portion  of  the  quarters,  with  a  quantity  of 
ammunition  and  supplies,  had  been  burned,  and  a  large 
breach  made  in  the  wall.  The  brigantines  were  also 
burned,  the  bridges  raised,  and  barricades  erected  in 
different  parts  of  the  city;  while  the  supply  of  pro- 
visions was  cut  off.  Even  after  darkness  had  stilled 
the  fury  of  the  warriors  the  unhappy  people  remained 
before  the  Spanish  quarters,  and  with  outstretched 
%rins  and  dishevelled  hair  they  lifted  up  their  voices, 
crying,  "You  are  doomed,  you  vile  things  1  But  for 
jTOur  thunder  and  your  fortress  walls,  curses  on  them, 
yon  would  now  be  killed  and  cooked.  And  you  shall 
be,  unless  you  instantly  release  Montezuma  and  de- 
part. You  shall  meet  with  holy  death,  and  be  cooked 
«rith  chilTnoley  and  be  given  as  food  to  the  eagles  and 
:he  beasts,  for  your  flesh  is  bitter,  as  we  have  found, 
ind  not  fit  for  men  to  eat.  Why  does  not  the  earth 
iwallow  you  alive?  Oh  ye  gods  I  ye  gods!  unmoved 
dl,  all  but  the  devilish  gods  of  these  devilish  men. 

^  Which  speaks  little  to  the  credit  of  either  Mary  or  Santiago.  Bemal  DlaZy 

JisC.   Verflaa.,  102.     *Otro  miraglo 6  fu6  muy  notorio.'    *Ya  86  que  lo8 

Qcredulos dir^  que  mi  ocupa^ion  en  esto  do  mira^los,  pues  no  los  vi,  es 

up^rflua 6  yo  hablo  que  esto  6  mAs  se  puede  6  debe  creer ;'  for  did-  the 

ndiana  have  mysteries  and  miracles,  surely  God,  the  virgin,  and  the  saints 
ould  effect  greater  deeds.  OviedOy  iii.  511.  He  quotes  from  Livy  and  others 
CNaceming  the  reliable  miracles  of  Roman  times.  Prescott  and  others  trans- 
■r  the  miracles  to  the  siege  under  Cortes  for  greater  effect.  Bustamante, 
he  modem  champion  of  the  shrines  of  Mexico,  who  is  ready  to  uphold  any 
eed  attributed  to  these  images,  is  rather  incredulous  about  miracles  recorded 
1  favor  of  Spanish  cutthroats.  See  Chimalpain,  Hist.  Conq. ,  i.  283  et  seq.  '  Si 
o  oviessemos  miedo  de  esse  del  caballo  bianco,  ya  vosotros  estariedes  coli- 
cs,' cried  some,  Oviedo,  iuL  511,  while  the  more  valiant  added  that  'con  todo 
ito  si  DO  soltays  a  Motecfumacin,  y  os  vays  luego,  presto  sereys  muertos.* 
fomara.  Hist.  Mex.,  152. 

^Cortis,  CarUu,  127.  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  101-2,  says  seven,  two 
aving  been  taken  alive.  *Mataron  a  Peila,  el  ^uerido  de  Motezoma, . . . .  Val- 
Lbia,  y  Juan  Martin  Narizes/   Herrera,  dec.  li.  lib.  x.  cap.  vii. 
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But  our  mighty  ones,  whom  you  have  outraged, 
shall  yet  give  you  your  deserts.  If  they  do  not, 
we  shall;  nor  shall  they  escape,  the  despicable  ones 
of  TlascaJa,  your  slaves,  who  serve  you  as  women  and 
hire  out  the  wives  of  their  lords!''  Thus  raved  the 
heart-broken. 

So  critical  had  become  his  condition  on  the  second 
day  that  Alvarado  appealed  to  Montezuma  to  exert 
his  influence  to  stay  the  assailants,  intimating  that 
if  the  Spaniards  perished  so  would  the  Aztec  king. 
Montezuma's  overtures  were  not  received  with  en- 
thusiasm by  the  people;  nevertheless  aggressive  oper- 
ations were  reduced  to  desultory  attacks."  Water  was 
greatly  needed  by  the  besieged,  and  again  the  good 
fortune  of  the  Spaniards,  which  hardly  ever  forsook 
them,  came  to  their  aid.  Digging,  under  inspiration 
or  desperation,  they  struck  fresh  water  within  the 
fortress,*  and  offered  thanksgiving. 

*  '  Tuvieron  guerra  con  los  yndioe  en  esta  Cibdad  doe  medioa  dias  que  fae- 
rou  jueves  e  viemes.'  *  Guerra  easy  dos  dias.*  Lopta  and  Flores,  in  Ramira^ 
Procfao  contra  Alvarado^  131,  134.  'Dieron  bateria  loB  MexicanoB  d  Iob  £•• 
pafioles  siete  dias,  y  loe  tuvieron  cercados  veinte  y  tres  dias.'  Sahagun,  Hiti. 
Cojiq.y  29.  'Cercados  los  espafioles  ocho  dias.'  Id,  (ed.  1840),  105.  'PelearS 
y  combatieron  la  casa  diez  dias  arreo.*  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  151.  Torque- 
mada  explains  this  by  assuming  two  days  of  fighting  and  eight  days  of 
close  siege,  with  attacks  upon  all  who  saUied.  i.  490.  Sahagun  states^  that 
Itzquauhtzin,  governor  of  Tlatelulco,  accompanied  Montezuma  to  the  roof 
and  spoke  to  the  people,  representing  that  the  Spaniards,  as  the  mif  htier 
race,  would  inflict  great  injury  on  them  unless  they  ceased  to  fisht,  and  that 
the  emperor  would  be  murdered.  The  Mexicans  responded  wiw  insults  and 
missiles,  but  as  the  soldiers  interposed  their  shields  no  harm  was  done.  They 
appear  to  have  stopped  active  operations,  however.  Hist.  Conq.y  28-9.  The 
insults  and  missiles  belong  no  doubt  to  the  later  siege  under  Cort^  Duran 
states,  however,  that  Montezuma  was  henceforth  looked  on  as  an  accomplice 
of  the  Spaniards,  and  discarded  as  a  ruler,  it  being  resolved  to  kill  him  and 
his  family.  Hist.  Ind.y  MS.,  ii.  463.  According  to  Oviedo  the  news  came  at 
this  time  of  the  victory  over  Narvaez,  *^  Montezuma  mandd  k  los  indios  que 
dexassen  de  pelear  ^  dexassen  venir  los  otros  chripstianoe,  porque  d  todos 
juntos  matassen ;  d  aquesto  se  cree  que  fu4  su  intento. '  iii.  512.  Tnat  he  may 
Lave  urged  this  with  intent  or  as  a  oait  is  not  unlikely,  but  it  should  apply 
equally  to  Narvaez*  men,  since  it  appears  that  their  defeat  could  not  yet  have 
been  known.  When  known,  however,  it  must  have  had  its  effect.  *  Quaodo 
supierou  nuestra  vitoria,  cessarO  de  dalle  guerra.*  BemalDiaz,  Hist.  Verdad., 
101.  Yet  Gomara  writes  that  on  learning  of  the  large  forces  coming  against 
them,  the  besiegers  resumed  the  attack  at  one  time.   Hist.  Afea;.,  151. 

*  This  spring  was  rediscovered  during  the  reign  of  Viceroy  Revilla  Gigedo. 
Bustamantey  Mem.  Piedcul.,  Mex.,  7.  A  pool  of  sweet  water  was  the  chief  in- 
ducement for  founding  the  city  on  this  site  in  1326.  KaUve  Races,  iL  55^61; 
V.  345  et  seq. 
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Communication  was  shortly  after  established  be- 
tween Alvarado  and  Cortes.  Several  Tlascaltees  and 
Cholultecs  were  despatched  bv  different  routes  to 
the  coast,  and  a  courier  arrived  from  Cempoala  and 
gained  entrance  to  the  fort.*  Ordering.  Velazquez 
and  Ordaz  to  abandon  their  mission  and  direct  their 
march  to  Tlascala,  Cortes  hastened  preparations  to 
join  them  there.  A  garrison  of  one  hundred  men 
was  left  at  Villa  Rica,  under  Rodrigo  Rangel,  a  rel- 
ative of  the  general,*  and  about  thirty  men  remained 
at  Cempoala  to  take  charge  of  the  sick  and  wounded, 
and  some  baggage,  with  orders  to  follow  as  soon  as 
possible. 

The  route  to  the  plateau  lay  partly  through  a  bleak 
and  desert  country,  and  the  inhabitants  being  beside 
less  friendly  than  before,  the  army  would  have  found 
it  difficult  to  obtain  supplies ;  but  Cortes  had  gathered 
experience  from  his  previous  march,  and  Tlascala  was 
entered  in  the  middle  of  June."^     A  hearty  reception 

^CcrUs,  Cartcta,  126.  The  Spanish  messenger  from  Mexico  returned 
wounded.  Pet^r  Martyr ^  dec.  v.  cap.  v.  With  him,  or  about  the  same  time, 
arriyed  four  chiefs  sent  by  Montezuma  to  complain  that  Alvarado  had  at- 
tacked the  nobles  without  cause.  While  defending  themselves  six  soldiers 
had  fallen.  Cortes  told  the  chiefs  with  stem  countenance  that  he  was  re- 
taming  to  investigate  the  matter.  A  letter  was  sent  to  Alvarado  enjoining 
him  to  cuard  the  emperor  closely.  Bernal  DiaZy  Hiat.  Verdad.^  101. 

*Ana  the  zealous  aid  of  Velazquez  de  Leon,  who  did  so  much  toward 
secnriiig  the  Gk>azacoalco  commana  for  Cort^  when  Narvaez  sent  letters  to 
win  it  over.  CorUs,  Rtsidtmcia,  i.  409;  ii.  6,  31,  165-6.  He  is  accused  by  his 
enemies  of  impiety  and  licentiousness,  and  as  one  whom  the  general  favored 
above  more  worthy  men.  Solis  assumes  that  Sandoval  nominally  retained  the 
command  of  the  coast  province,  Eangel  being  merely  his  lieutenant.  Hist, 
Mex.,  ii.  108. 

^  *Lleg6  aquel  dia  [the  first]  k  la  Rinconada,  el  segundo  camin6  siete 

Legnas lego  k  Tlaxcalla  k  diez  y  seite  de  Junio.'  Torquemada,  i.  492. 

Herrera  tells  a  long  story  of  sufiferiug  from  hunger  and  thirst  during  the 
march  through  the  desert.  Marquez  and  Ojeda  were  sent  ahead  to  Tl^cala 
for  supplies,  and  came  back  with  1200  carriers  laden  with  fowl,  bread, 
fruit,  and  other  refreshments.  Cortes,  among  others,  was  found  starving, 
and  a  number  were  discovered  on  the  road  almost  dead.  All,  it  seems, 
were  rescued,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  vii.  There  are  several  reasons  for  be- 
lieving that  Herrera,  who  is  somewhat  confused  about  this  period,  has  con- 
founded the  present  march  with  the  flight  from  Mexico  to  Tlascala  of  a 
month  later,  when  the  people  were  really  starving.  This  seems  confirmed  by 
the  erroneous  statement  that  the  troops  arrived  at  Tlascala  July  17th,  the 
time,  according  to  Herrera's  own  later  statement,  when  they  reached  that 
place  after  the  flifi^it.  The  account  also  intimates  that  the  starving  army  waa 
met  among  the  Otomi  settlements,  where  food  could  readily  be  obtained, 
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was  accorded,  and  more  encouraging  news  obtained 
from  Mexico,  showing  that  the  siege  maintained  its 
passive  character.  Reinforcements  were  nevertheless 
urgent,  since  a  fresh  outbreak  might  at  any  time 
occur.  A  message  was  again  sent  to  gladden  the 
garrison  with  promises  of  speedy  relief* 

Including  the  troops  under  Velazquez  and  Ordaz 
the  muster-roll  showed  about  eleven  hundred  men, 
with  some  eighty  horses,  one  hundred  cross-bows,  and 
eighty  fire-arms,  besides  several  cannon,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  ammunition.*  The  heart  of  the  company, 
however,  was  the  veterans  of  Cortes,  whose  superior 
discipline  and  familiarity  with  native  warfare  made 
them  doubly  reliable.  Eager  for  a  fray  with  the 
detested  Aztecs,  and  desirous  of  excusing  their  refusal 
of  men  a  month  before,  the  Tlascaltecs  offered  not 
only  supplies  but  large  reinforcements,  of  which  only 
two  thousand  were  accepted,  besides  a  small  number 
from  Cholula  and  Huexotzinco. 

The  more  northerly  route  by  way  of  Calpulalpan, 
recommended  already  on  the  former  march  as  the 

withoat  the  necessity  for  Marquez  and  Ojeda  to  ^o  ten  leagues  farther,  to  the 
capital,  to  obtain  it.  These  and  other  discrepancies  are  overlooked  by  all  who 
refer  to  the  march.  Prescott  dwells  in  particular  on  the  suffering  from 
thirst,  forgetful  of  the  statement  on  a  previous  page  that  the  raioy  season 
had  beffim  about  three  weeks  before,  and  that  water  must  have  been  abundant 
along  the  whole  route.  Solis  finds  that  the  effeminate  followers  of  NaiTaez 
endured  the  suffering  remarkably  well.  Hist.  Mex.,  ii.  109. 

*  *Embi6  a  fray  Bartolome  de  Olmedo a  Motezuma.'  Herreray  dec. 

ii.  lib.  X.  cap.  viL  It  is  unlikely  that  so  valuable  a  man  would  have  been  sent 
while  affairs  were  threatening. 

*  Narvaez  landed  with  about  900  soldiers,  including  80  horsemen,  120  with 
bows,  and  80  with  fire-arms.  A  number  had  been  picked  up  at  Cozumel, 
but  an  equal  proportion  perished  by  shipwreck.  Cortes  had  about  250  men, 
and  200  were  prolbably  lett  on  the  coast,  of  garrison,  guards,  and  invalids.  To 
the  950  soldiers  thus  taken  may  be  added  at  least  150  from  the  crews  of  the 
dismantled  or  destroyed  vessels.  Prescott  manages  to  mysteriously  increase 
the  horses  and  projectile  arms  beyond  what  he  previously  assigns  to  Narvaez 
and  Cort^.  Olie  thousand  infantry,  100  horsemen,  and  many  allies,  say 
Gomara  and  Herrera.  The  Probama  de  LfjcUde,  in  Icazbalceta  Col,  Doc. ,  i.  425, 
indicates  80  horses.  Bemal  Diaz  places  the  figures  as  high  aa  1300  soldiers, 
including  96  or  97  horsemen,  80  archers,  80  musketeers,  and  2000  Tlas- 
caltec  warriors ;  while  Cort^,  with  a  prudent  desire  to  cover  the  subsequent 
losses  at  Mexico,  reduces  them  to  500  infantry  and  70  cavalry.  Solis  gives 
the  reason  of  the  profound  historian  for  the  small  number  of  allies  taken  to 
Mexico :  '  For  no  escandalizar  &  Motezuma,  6  poner  ea  deaesperacion  d  los 
rebeldes.'  HUt.  Mex.,  ii.  111. 
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easiest^  was  this  time  selected,  partly  with  a  view  to 
obtain  provisions  more  readily.*®  As  the  lake  region 
was  approached  evidences  were  seen  of  the  revolt  in 
deserted  villages  and  in  the  sullen  demeanor  of  the 
few  Indians  who  showed  themselves.  The  contrast 
was  chilling  indeed  as  compared  with  the  reception 
accorded  on  the  former  occasion,  when  the  journey 
resembled  the  triumphal  march  of  gods.  Oppressed 
with  misgivings  the  army  entered  Tezcuco,  the  seat  of 
the  Acolhua  kings,  a  few  leagues  north  of  Mexico, 
on  the  border  of  the  same  lake. 

It  was  one  of  the  most  ancient  cities  of  the  coun- 
try, ranking  since  the  early  half  of  the  eighth  century 
as  the  capital  of  a  dominion  founded  by  Tezcatlipoca, 
the  later  supreme  deity  of  the  Nahuas.  After  the 
fall  of  the  Toltec  empire  it  took  the  leading  position 
in  Andhuac,  as  the  centre  of  Chichimec  power.  The 
new  dynasty  fostered  the  inherited  culture  in  every 
way,  and  made  the  city  not  only  the  political  capital, 
but  the  Athens  of  the  country.  The  rise  of  the 
Aztecs  gave  it  a  rival  in  Mexico,  which  in  course  of 
the  fifteenth  century  assumed  the  political  sceptre, 
but  Tezcuco  still  maintained  the  precedence  in  culture 
and  elegance.  It  was  said  to  contain  one  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  houses,  distributed  among  different 
suburbs,  and  extending  with  their  smiling  gardens 
from  the  border  of  the  lake  to  a  distance  of  from 
three  to  four  leagues.  The  six  divisions  of  the  city 
were  crossed  by  a  series  of  fine  streets  lined  with 
tasteful  and  costly  buildings.  Among  the  finest  struct- 
ures were  the  two  palaces,  which  are  claimed  to  have 
excelled  those  of  Mexico.  The  older,  the  Huetecpan, 
wherein  the  poet-king  Nezahualcoyotl  held  his  court, 
formed  a  magnificent  monument  of  his  artistic  taste. 

"^  The  arrival  at  Tezcaco  is  evidence  enoueh  that  a  more  northern  road 
was  taken  than  the  one  previous.  The  middle  route  by  Telapon  appears 
somewhat  more  direct  for  Mexico,  but  requires  a  detour  to  reach  the  Acolhua 
capital,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  an  army  in  hurried  march  could  afford  to  go 
oat  of  its  way.    Hence  the  Calpulalpan  road  must  have  been  followed. 
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It  lay  upon  a  triple  terrace  bathed  by  the  lake,  and 
was  surrounded  by  an  immense  wall,  from  fifteen  to 
twenty-five  feet  high,  inclosing  two  large  squares. 
Within  this  precinct  were  the  council-chambers,  the 
halls  for  various  arts  and  sciences,  and  the  royal 
apartments.  The  pleasure-grounds,  almost  hedged  by 
cedars,  were  filled  with  shady  groves,  traversed  by 
labyrinthian  paths,  and  interspersed  with  well  stock^ 

¥3nds  and  aviaries,  baths,  and  sparkling  fountains, 
he  new  palace,  which  occupied  a  smaller  space,  ex- 
celled in  imposing  architecture  and  in  comforts  of  the 
most  varied  character. 

Beside  these  there  were  a  number  of  summer  re- 
sorts in  the  neighborhood,  conspicuous  among  them 
the  fine  palace  of  Tezcocingo,  a  prototype  of  Chapul- 
tepec,  and  like  it  overlooking  the  capital  from  a  hill, 
two  leagues  to  the  east.  An  aqueduct  of  stone  sup- 
plied two  reservoirs  on  the  summit,  whence  the  water 
was  distributed  over  grounds  intersected  by  canals 
with  meandering  currents  and  picturesque  cascades. 
The  palace  lay  almost  hidden  within  groves  of  gigan- 
tic cedar  and  cypress,  revealing  to  the  rapt  beholder 
pavilions  of  marble,  tessellated  pavements,  and  playing 
fountains  with  statuary  of  unique  form." 

The  Spaniards  found  none  to  welcome  them,  but 
were  allowed  unmolested  to  take  up  their  quarters  in 
the  palace.  Shortly  afterward  a  canoe  arrived  from 
Mexico"  with  an  imperial  messenger  and  a  Spaniard,^ 
bearing  the  cheering  news  that  everything  had  been 
quiet  in  the  capital  for  some  time,  and  that  supplies, 
which  had  been  scantily  furnished  only  against  heavy 
payments,  had  now  become  more  liberal.  Montezuma 
sent  word  that  the  city  would  return  to  its  normal 

^^  See  Native  Baces,  ii.  162-3,  168-73,  669;  v.,  paasim;  Motolinia,  HisL 
Ind.,  181-3. 

^^  Cortes  writes  that  he  was  on  the  point  of  sendinff  a  Spaniard  to  Mexioo 
with  Tezcucan  rowers,  a  chief  being  taken  as  hostage,  but  just  then  came  this 
canoe.  Cartas^  1*27. 

>'  Two,  named  Santa  Clara  and  Pedro  Hernandez,  says  Herrera,  dec  iL  lib. 
X.  cap.  vii. 
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condition  the  moment  Cortes  entered  it,  and  he  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  no  ill-will  would  be  entertained 
toward  him  for  what  had  happened,  since  this  had 
been  beyond  his  control,  and  had  grieved  him  as  much 
as  the  Spaniards.  Reassuring  messages  were  for- 
warded to  Villa  Rica. 

After  a  stay  of  four  days  the  army  proceeded 
from  Tezcuco  by  the  northern  shore  of  the  lake,  and 
camped  for  the  night  at  Tepeyacac,  the  terminus 
of  the  northern  causeway  from  Mexico."  On  enter- 
ing this  place  the  horse  of  Solis,  Casquete,  stepped 
into  a  hole  on  the  bridge  and  broke  a  leg,  throwing 
its  rider  into  the  water.  This  was  looked  on  as 
a  bad  omen,  particularly  by  an  astrologer  soldier 
named  Botello,  but  Cortes  made  light  of  it,  saying, 
"Troubles  at  St  John's  festival  bring  peace  for  the 
year.""  The  following  morning,  St  Johns  day,  the 
army  entered  the  capital.  On  .all  sides  an  ominous 
silence  prevailed.  The  streets  were  deserted,  the 
houses  apparently  abandoned,  and  the  solitary  na- 
tive occasionally  seen  hovered  in  the  distance  Uke  a 
shadow."  It  was  also  noticed  with  apprehension  that 
many  of  the  canal  bridges  were  removed.  On  approach- 
ing the  Axayacatl  palace  the  arrival  was  heralded  by 
trumpet  blasts,  which  called  forth  responsive  shouts 

^* '  Par6  en  Tepeaquilla,  Ingar  a  legua  de  Mexico.'  Id.  Now  the  shrine  of 
Guadalupe.  Prescott  aflsiunes  that  the  Iztapalapan  road  was  taken,  as  before, 
but  it  was  avoided  probably  because  Cort^  feared  the  fort  Xoloc,  which 
guarded  the  centre.  It  was  also  longer,  and  had  more  movable  bridges  than 
the  other  causeways. 

*^  *Rifiaa  por  San  Inan  nazes  para  todo  el  afto.'  Velancvrtj  TeaUro  Mex.y 
pt.  iii.  139.  Tlie  following  aay  a  aress  was  found  hanging  from  a  beam,  and 
m  a  square  a  pile  of  bread,  with  over  500  fowl,  without  a  guard.  This  Cortes 
considered  less  favorable,  and  said  'que  serian  riflas  de  por  San  luan.*  Herrera, 
dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  vii.-viii. 

^* '  Para  dar  d  entender  con  esto  qua  ellos  estaban  de  guerra  y  muy  ofen- 
didofl  de  los  espauoles  qne  ^1  habia  dejado.*  Sahaguti,  Hist.  Comi.  (ed.  1840), 
108.  Hia  account  of  deserted  streets,  applied  to  Cort^*  first  arrival  in  Mexico, 
belongs  no  doubt  to  this  occasion.    Duran  argues  that  had  the  massacre  taken 

J »lace  before  ^rt^*  arrival  he  would  not  have  been  allowed  to  enter.  Hist, 
ml.,  MS.,  ii.  470.  Equally  in  the  dark  is  Acosta,  who  assumes  that  the 
Indiana  were  openly  at  war,  but  the  custom  beinff  to  rest  every  fourth  day, 
Cort^  managed  to  enter  during  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  Hist.  Itid,,  522. 
Oviedo  looks  on  the  non-resistance  of  the  Indians  as  a  wile  to  entrap  all  the 
Spaniards,  iii.  510. 
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from  the  garrison.  Throwing  open  the  gates,  the 
besieged  received  their  deliverers  with  the  most 
extravagant  demonstrations  of  joy."  For  greater  ac- 
commodation a  part  of  the  troops  were  quartered  in 
the  great  temple  adjoining  the  fort. 

The  unpleasant  aspect  of  affairs,  so  apparent  during 
the  last  days  of  the  march,  had  rufflea  the  temper 
of  Cortds,  and  his  treatment  of  Alvarado  was  not 
altogether  cordial.  Still,  as  he  had  ever  been  a  close 
friend,  and  as  he  was  an  invaluable  officer,  brave  and 
influential,  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  go  no  further  than 
to  express  a  curt  disapproval  of  his  rashness."  Indeed, 
an  inquiry  into  the  causes  and  results  of  the  massacre 
could  criminate  Alvarado  no  further  than  the  Cho- 
lula  affair  did  himself  The  captain  had  acted  in  full 
accord  with  his  party,  and  whatever  blame  might 
attach  must  be  shared  by  all.  Dissension  would 
never  answer,  and  so  the  matter  was  dropped.  But 
the  ill-temper  which  the  general  dared  not  wreak  on 
his  own  men  found  a  ready  object  in  Montezuma. 
The  conduct  of  Cortes  in  this  respect  was  most  un- 
generous. It  shows  the  several  sides  of  humanity: 
how  odious  in  some  respects  are  those  who  appear 
to  the  best  advantage  in  other  respects.  This  poor 
king  had  a  superstitious  sympathy,  a  maudlin  affec- 
tion for  the  captain,  who,  considering  his  own  in- 
famous conduct  toward   him,  might  at   least  have 

^^  Herrera  writes  amasingly  that  Cort^  shouted  before  the  closed  gates, 
'  Open !  *  *  Who  is  there  ?  *  demanded  Alvarado.  *  I,  *  replied  Cort^.  *  Do  yoo 
come  with  full  liberty,  and  power  to  command,  as  before?*  'Yes,  and  with 
victory,  and  greater  forces.'  Alyarado  thereupon  opened,  kissed  his  hand, 
and  surrendered  the  keys !  d'^c.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  yiii. 

^' '  Con  que  ayenturd  la  mayor  parte  de  sus  fuerzas.'  Solis,  HitL  Mtx.^ 
11.  120.  Or  perhaps  because  he  had  not  had  recourse  to  some  safer  measure, 
such  as  arresting  the  leaders  of  the  proposed  plot,  for  hostages.  'Le  dixo  muy 
enojado,  q  era  muy  mal  hecho,  y  srande  desatino,  y  poca  verdad. . .  .no  le 
habl5  mas  en  ello.*  Brmal  Diati,  HiM.  Verdad.  ^  102.  Cort^  would  hardly 
have  told  him  that  he  lied,  since  his  statements  were  confirmed  by  so  many; 
they  oertEunly  were  years  after.  Vetancurt  supposes  that  Cortte  told  him  he 
should  have  allowed  the  emperor  to  attend  tne  festival,  and  should  have 
awaited  the  attack  rather  than  opened  the  war.  Teatro  Mex, ,  pt  iiL  140.  *  Dis- 
simulo  por  no  enojar  a  los  que  lo  hineron.*  Honiara,  Hut.  if  ex.,  161. 
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saved  the  captive  unnecessary  mental  sufltering.  As 
Cortes  entered  the  fort  Montezuma  stepped  out  of 
his  apartment  to  welcome  him.  The  cavalier  passed 
by  the  king  in  lofty  disdain,  ignoring  his  presence. 
Cut   to   the   quick,  the   monarch   shrank  back,  ap- 

Earently  more  stunned  by  this  treatment  than  by  the 
ite  terrible  slaughter  of  his  subjects."  He  retired 
deeply  chagrined  to  pour  his  sorrow  into  Olmedo's 
ear.  "What  can  I  do?"  he  cried;  "he  loves  gold  and 
fame,  and  I  will  give  him  a  life-size  equestrian  statue 
of  himself  in  gold  if  he  will  but  be  kind  to  me." 

With  the  arrival  of  the  main  forces  supplies  were 
stopped,  as  if  in  protest,  and  Cortes  became  only  the 
more  irritated.  Accordingly,  when  two  chiefs  ap- 
peared on  behalf  of  the  emperor  to  ask  for  an  inter- 
view they  were  repulsed  with  the  insulting  epithet 
of  *dogsl'  Velazquez  and  other  officers  remonstrated 
against  the  policy  of  this  rudeness  to  one  who  had 
interfered  to  save  his  troops.  "  What  consideration 
can  I  have  for  a  dog?"  was  the  dastardly  rejoinder. 
"Was  he  not  willing  to  treat  with  Narvaez,  and  does 
he  not  now  seek  to  starve  us?"  Persuaded  presently 
of  the  necessity  for  imperial  interposition,  he  addressed 
the  chiefs  roughly,  "Tell  your  master,  Montezuma,  to 
order  markets  to  be  held  at  once,  or  there  will  be 
trouble."  His  tone  and  gesture  were  sufficient  indica- 
tions to  the  chiefs  of  the  insults  offered  to  them  and 
their  august  lord,  and  they  failed  not  to  give  them 
full  force  in  their  report.  In  answer  to  the  demand 
Montezuma  said  that  he  and  his  chief  officials  were 
prisoners,  and  that  nothing  could  be  effected  without 
the  release  of  one  among  them.  Cortes  saw  the  neces- 
sity, and,  without  considering  the  result,  released  Cuit- 

^'  Soils  sappofles,  howeyer,  that  the  two  met  in  friendly  intercourse,  and 
takes  Bemal  Diaz  and  Herrera  to  task  for  asserting  the  contrary.  Hist,  Mex,, 
u.  1 12-14.  He  refers  to  Cort^*  friendly  message  from  Tezcuco,  which  is  doubt- 
ful, and  to  Gonutfa,  who  certainly  allows  Cortte  to  refer  to  Montezuma  and  his 
oourtiers  as  *  dogs. '  Hiat,  Mex. ,  1 53.  In  the  testimony  duringportds'  residencia 
the  discourtesy  is  asserted.  CorUs^  Rerideneia,  i.  42  etc.  Qavigero  su^ests 
'ch'era  d'uopo  il  far  sembtanza  di  eredere  U  Be  colpevole  dell'  inquietudine.' 
£loria  MeM.,  iU.  121.  • 
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lahuatzin,  lord  of  Iztapalapan,  the  emperor  s  brother, 
and  generalissimo  of  the  army,  a  man  whose  hostility 
to  everything  Spanish  wau3  well  known.  According 
to  Aztec  law  he  was  the  most  probable  successor  to 
the  throne,  and  therefore  particularly  dangerous.** 

Cortes  was  becoming  foolhardy.  Whether  the 
brothers  were  in  accord  upon  the  measures  to  be 
adopted  is  uncertain;  but  Cuitlahuatzin,  who  was  not 
only  bold,  but  ambitious,  had  evidently  determined 
on  his  course.  If  the  Mexicans  had  hoped  for  better 
prospects  with  the  arrival  of  Cortes  that  hope  was. 
now  dissipated,  and  bitter  indignation  filled  their 
breasts.  Cuitlahuatzin  was  welcomed  as  a  liberator. 
His  constant  eflforts  in  the  imperial  council  to  oppose 
the  admission  of  the  Spaniards,  by  force  if  neces- 
sary, and  his  services  for  the  cause  of  liberty  and 
religion  in  connection  with  the  Cacama  revolt,  were 
suflScient  to  endear  him  to  his  brother  patriots. 
Strongly  urged,  he  accepted  the  leadership  of  the  in- 
surgents, a  position  for  which  his  experience  and 
success  as  a  general  had  well  fitted  him.  He  began  by 
ordering  war  material  and  erecting  barricades.  The 
value  of  the  Chinantec  pikes  introduced  by  Cortes 
had  not  been  lost  on  him,  and  a  number  were  pro- 
vided, barbed  with  the  vitreous  iztli.  Arrangements 
were  made  with  adjoining  towns  and  provinces  for  a 
supply  of  provisions  and  reinforcements  to  carry  on 
the  holy  war.^ 

The  Spaniards  soon  learned  what  was  brewing,  and 
first  in  this  way:  Ojeda  and  Marquez,  when  out  for- 

^  Native  Races,  ii.  134-6;  v.  402-4;  'B  y  joignait,  oomme  do  oontnme,  \m 
charge  du  grand  pr6tre  de  Huitzilopochtli.'  BraMcur  de  Bourbourg,  Hiti.  NaL 
Civ. ,  iv.  309.  Gomara  oBsumes  that  Cortes  orders  a  chief  to  open  the  market. 
He,  offended  at  the  insults  used,  goes  only  to  rouse  the  people.  Hist.  Mex.,  153. 
Ixtlilxochitl  supposes  that  the  chief  is  offended  at  the  reprimand  administered 
for  delaying  to  open  the  market.  HitfL  Chich.,  301.  *Mand6  Hernando  Cortes 
lUmar  a  los  mas  principales  caualleros,  hizoles  vna  larga  platica  diziedo,  que 

les  perdonaua  lo  passado,  con  que  para  adeUte  fuessen amigos: sin 

responder se  fueron.*  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  viii. 

*^  Duran  enumerates  some  of  the  provinces  summoned,  as  Xilotepec  and 

Matlaltzinco.     *  Mand6  llamar  d Encantadores  y  Hechiceros  para  que  lo« 

asombrasen  y  los  mostrascn  algunas  visiones  de  noche, ....para  que  alH 
muriesende  espanto.*  Hist,  Irid.,  MS.,  iL  462-6. 
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iging  early  in  the  morning  of  the  day  following  their 
irrival,  observed  several  suspicious  circumstances, 
iinong  others  broken  bridges,  which  in  one  place 
obliged  them  to  fill  up  a  canal  before  crossing  it. 
Here  and  there  they  saw  large  collections  of  slings 
tnd  other  weapons,  and  presently  they  came  on  a 
wriest  with  dishevelled  hair  shouting  with  wild  ges- 
iculations  to  a  crowd  of  armed  men.  They  hurried 
mck  to  inform  the  general,  guided  through  intricate 
jross-streets  by  a  Tlascaltec.  Antonio  del  Rio,  who 
lad  been  despatched  for  Villa  Rica  the  same  morning, 
•eturned  at  a  gallop  in  less  than  half  an  hour,  excited 
md  bleeding.  The  streets,  he  said,  were  full  of  war- 
iors,  who  had  raised  the  bridges  and  were  apparently 
)repared  to  attack.  Had  it  not  been  for  his  trusty 
;word  and  swift  horse  he  would  have  been  slain.  At 
,his  naoment  the  sentinels  in  the  towers  announced  the 
ipproach  of  a  vast  multitude  from  different  directions, 
vith  gleaming  iztli  weapons,  and  speedily  the  neighbor- 
lood  was  alive  with  warriors,  whose  yells  rose  high 
bbove  the  shrill  shell  and  doleful  drum.*^  Even  if  they 
lid  not  inspire  the  full  measure  of  dread  intended  they 
)resented  a  striking  picture  in  their  painted  bodies, 
grotesque  with  patterns  and  brilliant  colors,  with  no 
levering  among  the  rank  and  file  save  the  raw  cotton 
)n  the  head  and  the  universal  maxtli  round  the  loins. 
rhey  were  protected  in  part  by  the  cliimalli,  or  shield, 
I  slight  bamboo  frame  covered  with  gaudily  colored 
;kin  or  reed-grass,  chiefly  oval  and  round,  and  often 
arge  enough  to  cover  the  whole  body.  Secured  to 
he  arm  it  left  the  hand  free  to  hold  the  bow  or  stone, 
whiXe  the  right  managed  the  arrow  or  the  sling.    The 

"  Cortes  describes  first  a  brief  attack,  then  a  sally,  succeeded  by  a  fresh 
juault  on  the  fort,  while  Bemal  Diaz  and  Herrera  let  a  force  advance  against 
he  Indians  before  they  reach  the  palace.  I  follow  Cortes  as  the  chief  guide, 
because  his  account  of  all  this  period  was  written  while  quite  fresh  in  his 
nind,  and  appears  the  most  sensiole  and  correct,  while  the  other  versions  de- 
>end  more  or  less  on  faint  recollection  and  hearsay.  Cortds  as  a  rule  did  not 
rait  till  the  enemy  approached,  but  he  may  not  have  been  prepared  for  the 
ndden  attack.  Yet  it  is  probable  that  he  wished  in  his  report  to  lay  the  re- 
iponsibility  of  the  attack  upon  the  enemy.  I  do  not  think  Cortes  inclined  to 
oisrepresent  in  general  or  without  an  object. 
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latter  was  an  implement  of  great  effect  with  the  Aztecs, 
who  could  impel  the  stone  with  wonderful  precision 
and  force.     The  Tnaza^  or  club,  with  its  knotty  head, 
and  the  Trvacanay  or  sword,  toothed  with  iztli,  were  well 
represented,  while  high  above  gleamed  the  obsidian  or 
copper  points  of  the  spear.    One  of  the  most  dreaded 
weapons  was  the  tlacochtli^  or  javelin,  often  provided 
with  three  points,  and  attached  to  a  cord  by  which 
it  could  be  recovered  for  a  fresh  cast.     Conspicuous 
among  the  warriors  were  the  nobles,  those  that  were 
left  of  them,  in  lofty  quetzal  plumage  on  a  head-dress 
of  green  feathers  set  in  tiger-skin,  or  in  a  gold  or  silver 
band,  which  gave  the  appearance  of  metal  helmets. 
The  body  was  covered  in  corselets  of  red,  green,  or 
yellow  feathers,  worked  with  gold,  and  so  arranged  as 
to  indicate  the  company  or  district  to  which  the  wearer 
belonged.     Beneath  gleamed  occasionally  cuirasses  of 
gold  or  silver.    The  limbs  were  covered  with  wood  or 
leather  armor  set  with  feathers  or  gold  plates.   A  more 
common  body  armor  was  the  cotton  tunic,  one  or  two 
fingers  in  thickness,  which  extended  to  the  knees  and 
elbows.    It  was  almost  equivalent  to  the  quilted  cotton 
protector  used  on  the  eastern  coast,  whose  efficiency 
against  native  weapons  had  caused  the  Spaniards  to 
adopt  it.    The  tunic  was  adorned  with  feathers,  which 
corresponded  to  the  uniform  in  color  and  arrangement, 
usually  in  the  form  of  an  animaL     Many  were  distin- 
guished by  casques  in  the  form  of  eagle-heads,  and  in 
armor  spotted  like  a  tiger-skin,  indicative  of  the  two 
orders  of  Quauhtin  and  Ocelome,  eagles  and  tigers. 
At  the  head  of  the  different  columns  appeared  officers 
with  small  drums,  painted  and  adorned  with  feathers, 
with  which  they  directed  the  march.     Beyond,  in  the 
centre  of  the  masses,  could  be  seen  banners,  with  de- 
vices in  various  colors  and  forms,  which  the  Tlascaltecs 
pointed  out  as  belonging  to  different  wards  and  to 
cities  on  the  mainland,  a  sign  that  an  extensive  body 
of  troops  had  been  enlisted  for  the  war." 

»  For  war  custonui  see  NaUve  Racee,  ii.  400-^32. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  ATTACK.  433 

As  the  forces  drew  near,  slingers  and  bowmen 
appeared  on  the  roofs  of  the  neighboring  buildings, 
who,  together  with  those  below,  began  to  send  stones, 
arrows,  and  darts  in  showers  upon  the  fort.  The  Span- 
iards responded  with  a  series  of  volleys,  the  number 
of  cannon  being  increased  to  twelve  or  more.  The 
effect  was  merely  to  startle  them  for  a  moment,  and 
on  they  pressed  over  dead  and  dying,  amid  encour- 
aging shouts,  till  they  reached  the  sides  of  the 
wall,  where  the  dreaded  cannon,  at  least,  could  not 
destroy  them.  All  attempts  to  scale  the  wall  proved 
futile,  and  soon  their  efforts  were  confined  to  effecting 
breaches.  With  their  rude  implements  this  was  slow 
work,  but  they  persevered  with  reckless  obstinacy, 
reinforced  at  frequent  intervals,  while  the  main  body 
kept  up  a  galling  discharge  of  missiles,  and  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  besieged  with  continual  charges 
at  different  points. 

This  passive  or  defensive  policy  did  not  suit  the 
Spaniards,  while  it  encouraged  the  Aztecs.  There- 
fore two  corps  were  formed,  each  of  two  hundred 
men,  besides  allies,  under  Cortds  and  Ordaz.  Clearing 
a  path  with  a  volley  of  artillery,  they  sallied  in  differ- 
ent directions  to  drive  back  the  assailants,  who  hurried 
for  safety  into  lanes  and  houses,  and  behind  barri- 
cades. This  comparative  freedom  of  advance  appears 
to  have  been  permitted  to  entice  the  Spaniards  into  a 
disadvantageous  position,  for  soon  the  natives  reap- 
peared in  swarms  in  the  rear  and  along  the  flanks, 
showering  arrows  and  stones,  and  coming  to  close 
quarters  with  spears  and  swords.  The  heaviest  attack 
was  from  the  roofs,  on  which  large  supplies  of  missiles 
had  been  collected,  and  from  which  commanding  posi- 
tion the  enemy  was  able  to  direct  the  discharges  with 
terrible  effect,  particularly  upon  the  naked  Tlascaltecs. 
Several  Spaniards  also  fell,  and  the  greater  number 
were  wounded.  Ordaz  received  three  cuts,  and  Cortes 
a  wound  which  maimed  two  fingers  of  the  left  hand.** 

^  'SiniBtne  manua  digitis  duobxui  mutilis.*  Peter  Martyr,  De  Insvlie,  5. 
H»T.  Mxz.,  YoXm  I.    28 
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The  assailants  were  comparatively  safe,  for  those  on 
the  roofs  could  be  picked  off  only  by  archers  and  mus- 
keteers, and  those  below  took  refuge  when  pressed, 
only  to  return  to  fresh  attack.  EflForts  were  made 
to  fire  the  houses,  but  this  was  slow  work,  since  they 
were  constructed  almost  wholly  of  adobe  or  stone, 
and  were  filled  with  defenders.  Nor  would  the  fire 
spread,  owing  to  the  detached  form  of  the  buildings, 
separated  by  alleys  or  canals,  so  that  the  torch  had  to 
be  applied  to  each. 

Thus  matters  continued  until  Ordaz,  who  was  en- 
gaged on  the  street  to  the  west  of  the  fort,  sent  word 
to  Cort($s,  who  was  pressing  forward  in  the  direction 
of  the  Iztapalapan  causeway,  that  he  was  losing 
ground.  Leaving  his  own  forces,  the  general  hurried 
to  the  scene  .with  a  few  horsemen,  and  heading  the 
charge,  drove  back  the  warriors  at  the  most  exposed 
point,  so  as  to  relieve  the  infantry  in  the  retreat 
which  was  now  found  necessary.  Returning  to  his 
men  he  found  them  also  retreating,  those  who  headed 
the  column,  including  Andres  JDuero,  the  Cuban 
secretary,  having  been  cut  down.  ''Shame  upon  youl" 
exclaimed  Cortes  to  the  corps,  as  he  led  the  horsemen 
to  the  rescue  of  the  fallen  cavaliers.  He  was  just  in 
time  to  save  them,  for  a  moment  more  and  Duero,  at 
least,  would  have  been  slain.  The  elated  warriors  fell 
back  before  the  charge  of  the  terrible  Malinche,  al- 
though they  soon  recovered.  Cortes  then  concluded 
to  retreat,  but  this  proved  no  less  dangerous  than 
the  advance,  and  among  others  Lezcano  was  dragged 
from  his  horse  and  killed,  after  having  distinguished 
himself  for  bravery  and  execution.  The  fort  had 
meanwhile  sustained  an  active  siege,  and  when  the 
retreating  corps  approached  it  they  found  more  ene- 
mies in  waiting,  who,  fearful  of  losing  their  prey, 
rushed  forward  with   greater  fury  than   ever.     An 

Cort^  alflo  8a3rB  'qued^  manoo,*  CarUUt  142,  131,  yet  Cano  ridicules  th# 
statement,  and  declares  'nnnca  fu^  manoo  dellos  ni  le  faltan.'  ChrietU^f 
ill.  651-2. 
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entrance  was  finally  efTected,  the  forces  in  the  temple 
being  at  the  same  time  withdrawn  for  the  greater 
safety  of  themselves  and  the  fort.^ 

Swelling  with  triumph  the  Aztecs  now  directed  all 
their  efforts  against  the  Spanish  quarters.  Burning 
arrows  and  whirUng  brands  began  to  mingle  with  their 
missiles.  Although  the  building  itself  was  of  stone, 
the  roof  and  portions  of  the  outwork,  and  the  Tlas- 
caltec  camp  in  the  yards,  were  of  inflammable  material, 
and  more  than  once  the  flames  burst  forth,  filling  the 
whole  place  with  suffocating  smoke,  and  calling  for 
the  greatest  exertions  to  subdue  them.  The  little 
water  at  hand  could  not  be  spared,  and  so  earth  was 
cast  up,  and  portions  of  the  wall  were  torn  down  to 
check  the  fire  and  to  stop  the  gaps.  The  assault  con- 
tinued all  day,  till  darkness  sent  most  of  the  warriors 
to  their  homes.^ 

^  CcrUs,  Carta$,  12a-9.  Bernal  Diaz  speaks  of  a  sally  by  Ordaz,  with  400 
men,  before  the  natives  reach  the  fort.  He  is  sorely  beset,  as  related,  and  re- 
tires with  a  loss  of  23  soldiers.  Hiat.  Verdcul. ,  102-3.  Herrera's  account,  as 
usual,  is  confused.  After  Rio  returns  wounded  to  report  the  uprising  of  war- 
rinrs,  five  horsemen  rally  to  reconnoitre.  The  following  day  Ojeda  and  Maf- 
ones  set  out  to  forage,  and  come  to  announce  the  approach  of  assailants.  INvo 
nondred  men  now  make  a  sortie  and  kill  a  multitude  without  losing  a  man. 
dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  viii.  It  is  useless  to  follow  this  author  here  except  for 
inddents. 

^  Bemal  Diaz  places  the  dead  at  35  soldiers,  besides  a  large  number  of 
aUiea.     Eight  fell  during  the  first  discharge  upon  Ordaz'  party  and  fifteen 

9  before  he  regained  the  fort,  while  of  the  46  woundea  among  the  gar- 

i  twelve  died.  Hist,  Verdad.,  103.    Cort^,  with  his  usual  prudent  suppres-, 
I  of  evil  news,  allows  four  deaths  and  over  80  woxmded.    He  never  refers* 
to  those  who  die  of  wounds.    Gomara  follows  him.  Hist.  Mez,,  153. 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

FIOHT  UPON  THE  TEMPLE  SUMMIT. 

JnvB,  1620. 

Thi  Natitzs  CoNTiNrx  THx  Assault — Their  Fisbcb  Bratxrt — Tbi 
Spaniabds  BtJiLD  Turrets— Still  the  Mexicans  Prove  too  Stroho 
FOR  Them —Montezuma  Galled  to  Intercede — He  is  Insulted 
AND  Stoned  by  his  Subjects — CoRTte  Attempts  i<^it»g«  bt  the 
Tlacopan  Causeway— Failure  of  Escobar  to  Take  the  Pyramid— 
CoRTis  Gains  the  Slippery  Height— The  Gladiatorial  Combat 
there. 

At  dawn  the  assault  was  renewed  with  the  same 
fierceness  as  before,  and  with  even  less  regard  for  the 
sweeping  volleys  of  the  cannon,  which  were  fired 
without  aim  into  the  packed  masses  of  the  natives, 
bringing  them  down  by  the  score.  The  gaps  were 
quickly  closed,  and  the  rapidly  repeated  shots  seemed 
to  make  no  more  impression  on  the  surging  mass  than 
pebbles  dropped  into  the  boiling  surf.  It  was  a  criti- 
cal time  for  Cortes,  who  seemed  not  yet  to  recognize 
the  full  extent  of  the  danger.  He  felt  the  necessity 
of  open  communication  with  the  mainland,  for  obvious 
reasons,  and  to  this  end,  in  the  course  of  the  morning, 
he  arranged  another  sortie  like  that  of  the  preceding 
day,  but  in  one  direction  only.  The  Indians  retired, 
as  before,  into  lanes  and  buildings,  and  beyond  canals, 
raising  the  bridges  behind  them.  Barricades  having 
been  thrown  up  to  impede  the  advance  since  the  last 
sally,  some  guns  were  brought  to  the  front,  and  with 
their  aid  a  tew  of  the  obstructions  were  demolished 
and  more  than  one  bridge  was  gained,  together  with 
a  number  of  houses,  to  which  the  torch  was  applied* 
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The  discharges  from  the  roofs  were  kept  up  with 
galling  pertinacity,  although  the  effect  was  not  so  fatal 
as  during  the  preceding  day,  owing  to  the  experience 
then  gained.  The  forces  below,  who  had  retired  before 
the  charges  of  the  advance,  rolled  back  like  recurring 
billows,  and  in  ever  increasing  number,  upon  flank 
and  rear,  as  if  to  overwhelm  them.  Such  were  their 
numbers  and  stubborn  recklessness  that  ten  thousand 
Hectors  and  Rolands,  says  Bernal  Diaz,  could  have 
effected  nothing  against  them,  and  soldiers  from  the 
Italian  war  swore  that  never  among  Christians  or 
Turks  had  they  witnessed  such  fierceness.  Consider- 
able alarm  was  also  created  by  the  appearance  of  long 
pikes,  like  those  of  the  Chinantecs,  directed  particu- 
larly against  the  cavalry.  Fortunately  they  were  not 
numerous,  nor  were  the  pikemen  sufficiently  practised 
to  be  very  dangerous.  Worn  out  in  the  unequal  con- 
test Cortes  turned  to  gain  his  camp,  which  was  no- 
easy  task,  since  the  natives  were  massed  in  greatest 
number  in  the  rear,  determined  to  cut  off  retreat. 
The  fort  was  gained,  nevertheless,  although  hardly  a 
man  escaped  uninjured,  while  about  a  dozen  were 
killed;  one  unfortunate  soldier  being  captured  and 
sacrificed  in  full  view  of  the  garrison.^ 

It  had  been  found  that  the  greatest  danger  to  the 
sallying  parties  came  from  the  roofs,  whence  discharges 
could  be  directed  with  comparative  impunity  and 
with  greater  effect  than  from  the  ground.  In  order 
to  counteract  them,  three  Tnantas,  or  movable  turrets, 
were  planned,  whose  occupants  were  to  devote  their  at- 
tention wholly  to  clearing  the  roofs  of  assailants.    The 

*  Bemal  Diaz  mentionB  the  death  of  ten  or  twelve,  bnt  Cortds  acknowl- 
edges only  three  score  of  wounded.  On  this  occasion,  apparently,  Herrera 
aUows  Cortes  to  gain  Tacnha,  whither  he  might  have  retreated  in  safety  with 
all  his  forces  and  wealth;  yet  he  states  that  the  return  fight  proved  most  severe, 
the  fort  being  regained  with  difficulty,  after  the  loss  of  two  guns  and  several 
soldiers,  one  taken  alive,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  ix.  Solis  manages  to  transform 
the  operation  into  a  victory,  wherein  Cort^  stays  the  slaughter  out  of  mercy. 
Fresoott  is  quite  arbitrary  in  the  use  of  the  chronicles.  He  combines  the  in- 
cidents of  sevend  days  into  one  and  transposes  them  at  pleasure,  with  the 
sole  <tim  apparently  of  presenting  an  exdtmg  description  of  what  the  siege 
might  have  been.    A  few  facts  are  elaborated,  and  the  rest  sacrificed  to  style. 
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completing  of  these  machines  and  other  preparations 
kept  the  garrison  busy  all  the  27th  of  June,  so  that 
no  sally  was  made.  Ascribing  this  to  fear,  the  Indians 
became  more  pressing  in  their  assault,  and  more  pro- 
fuse with  their  insults.  "  Dogs  I"  cried  some,  '*of  hunger 
and  thirst  shall  you  die!"  Others  shouted,  "  Here  is 
a  piece  of  my  tortilla!"  at  the  same  time  flinging 
them  unpalatable  fragments  of  toasted  bread.  "  Eat 
it,  you  perjured  villains,  who  can  fight  only  on  the 
backs  of  animals;  for  soon  shall  your  own  bodies  be 
cut  up  for  food  and  cast  before  the  beasts!"  The 
enemy  appeared  more  numerous  than  ever,  and  the 
roofs  and  yards  were  literally  covered  with  their 
missiles.  The  greatest  danger  to  the  Spaniards  lay 
in  the  operations  of  the  battering  and  mining  parties, 
wlio,  regardless  of  bullets  from  the  wall  turrete,  sought 
steadily  to  open  fresh  breaches.  Conspicuous  in  the 
hostile  camp  was  a  richly  dressed  Indian,  surrounded 
by  a  staff  of  finely  attired  warriors,  who  seemed  to 
direct  operations,  and  whose  orders  were  received  with 
the  deepest  reverence.  This  personage  the  prisoners 
declared  to  be  Cuitlahuatzin,  and  the  next  in  rank 
Quauhtemotzin.*  Charge  after  charge  was  made  by 
his  direction,  and  with  a  vehemence  that  threatened 
to  carry  everything  before  it;  and  loudly  rang  the 
yells,  whether  of  delight  at  some  advantage  gained  or 
of  fury  over  a  repulse. 

Thus  the  besieged  were  harassed  beyond  endurance. 
Large  numbers  were  wounded,  and  all  were  exhausted 
from  vigils,  hard  fighting,  trying  work,  and  the  want 
of  suflficient  water  and  food;  for  in  view  of  the  stop- 
page of  supplies,  rations  had  been  reduced.  Those 
of  the  Narvaez  expedition  were  particularly  disheart- 
ened, and  bestowed  freely  their  maledictions,  first  on 
Velazquez,  who  had  sent  them  to  such  a  country, 
and  then  upon  Cortes,  whose  promises  of  golden 
treasures  and  well   stocked  encomiendas  had   lured 

'  Marina  asked  Montezama  if  a  new  king  had  been  choeen,  bat  ho  did  not 
think  they  would  elect  one  while  he  liyed.  VeUtncvrt,  TecUroMex,,  pt.  ill  141. 
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ihem  to  this  plight.  Perceiving,  however,  that  unity 
of  purpose  alone  could  save  them,  they  stifled 
regrets  and  showed  Cortes  that  something  must 
immediately  be  done  to  stay  the  onslaught,  Test  the 
building  fall  about  their  ears.  It  was  exceedingly  dis- 
agreeable, but  it  must  be  done;  the  proud  Spanish 
general  must  sue  to  the  greatly  injured  captive  king, 
pleading  for  his  influence  in  behalf  of  peace.'  Monte- 
zuma had  all  these  days  been  closely  confined  to  his 
rooms  brooding  over  the  insults  offered  him,  and 
apparently  indifferent  to  the  danger  from  without. 
When  the  message  was  brought  he  sullenly  said, 
"Why  does  Malinche  address  himself  to  me,  who 
care  no  longer  for  life?  I  will  not  listen  to  him,  for 
he  it  is  who  has  brought  me  into  this  plight."  He 
intimated  further  that  the  promises  of  the  general 
could  not  be  relied  upon,  and  that  his  words  carried  a 
double  meaning.  Olmedo  and  Olid,  who  had  come  to 
urge  the  request,  had  recourse  to  soothing  words  and 
persuasion,  and  succeeded  in  mollifying  him  some- 
what.* He  replied,  however,  that  it  was  probably  too 
late  to  appease  the  Mexicans  by  promises.  "  They  have 
now  a  new  leader,"  he  said,  "who  is  resolved  to  spare 
no  Spaniard,  and  I  believe  that  you  have  all  to  die  in 
this  city."*     Nevertheless  he  yielded,  and  as  befitted 

*  *  Fue  acordado  de  demandalles  pazes  para  Balir  de  Mexico, . . .  .acord6 
Cortee,  que  el  gran  Montezuma  les  hahlaaae.    Berjial  DiaZy  Hist.  Verdad,^  104. 

'Miiteczuma dijo  que  le  sacasen y  que  ^1  hablaria  d  los  capitanes.' 

Cortes,  Cartcu,  129-30.  The  latter  statement  may  be  Herrera's  authority  for 
aayinff  that  Montezuma  was  the  first  to  propose  speaking  to  the  Mexicans, 
dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  x.  Observing  Cuitlahuatzin's  regal  authorily  over  the  be- 
sieging forces,  Monte-zuma  was  seized  with  a  fit  of  je^ous  alarm  for  throne  and 

life.     *Chiam6  Cort^, pregandolo  instantemente  di  non  differir  piii  la  sua 

partenza. '  Clavigtro^  Storia  Mfiss.^  iii.  124.  This  implies  that  the  emperor  was 
not  aware  of  the  vain  efforts  made  to  open  communication  with  the  mainland, 
or  even  to  approach  it.  Cortes  had  to  urge  him  in  any  case  to  si)eak  to 
his  subjects,  an  unwelcome  task  in  view  of  his  declining  influence  ana  of  the 
merely  partial  success  of  the  former  appeal. 

*  Among  other  reasons  it  was  represented  that  Cort^  was  not  to  blame  for 
the  late  massacre.     'Que  si  la  indignacion  de  los  mexicanos  podia  templarse 

con  el  caatigo  de  los  culpados le  prometia  castigar.'  So  says  the  native 

version  of  Tezozomoc, Mecop.  tradieiones,  MS.,  cap.  vi.;  CfumcUpcun,  Hist.  Conq., 
287-8. 

^  He  felt  no  eagerness  to  plead  in  behalf  of  those  who  had  caused  all  hia 
nutfortones,  and  he  was  only  too  consciouB  that  hia  pnnillanimity  muat  have 
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the  momentous  point  at  issue,  he  arrayed  himself  in 
the  richly  bejewelled  robes  of  state,  and  placed  upon 
his  head  the  mitred  copilli,  beneath  whose  precious 
feathers  gleamed  the  golden  plate.*  Carefully  guarded 
he  ascended  to  the  roof  and  stepped  to  the  parapet, 
preceded  by  a  courtier  who  bore  the  triple  wand  of  the 
empire,  as  was  customary  on  such  occasions.  Instantly 
the  tumult  was  hushed,  even  before  the  leaders  could 
issue  orders  for  a  stay  of  hostilities;  instantly  a  thou- 
sand heads  were  bent  in  humble  adoration  before  the 
august  majesty  of  their  sovereign.  This  attitude, 
however,  was  assumed  but  for  a  moment;  soon  these 
same  heads  were  held  higher  than  ever.  Then  the 
chiefs  drew  near  to  listen  to  the  unhappy  monarch. 

Montezuma  had  appeared  with  a  feeling  of  mingled 
fear  and  doubt  as  to  what  his  reception  might  be, 
and  he  did  not  fail  to  observe  that  the  accustomed 
reverence  was  shown  only  for  an  instant,  involuntarily, 
as  it  were,  and  that  silence  was  prompted  rather  by 
curiosity  than  respect.  The  urgency  of  the  moment 
demanded  that  he  should  speak,  but  it  was  rather  as 
supplicant  than  ruler  that  he  turned  to  his  people. 

"You  are  in  arms,  my  children,"  he  said,  "in  hot 
battle.  Why  is  this  ?  You  will  be  slain,  and  there  will 
be  heard  throughout  the  land  for  many  years  the  wail 
of  wives  and  little  ones.  You  would  give  me  my 
liberty,  and  I  thank  you.  You  do  not  turn  from  me 
in  anger,  and  I  thank  you.  You  have  not  chosen 
another  king  in  my  stead,  and  I  thank  you.  Such  an 
act  would  d&splease  the  gods,  and  bring  destruction 

degraded  him  in  the  eyes  of  his  subjects,  while  the  elevation  of  his  brother  to 
the  leadership  mast  have  diminished  the  inflaence  which  till  then  may  have 
remained  with  him.  He  could  liardly  avoid  a  feeling  of  jealousy  at  the  thought 
of  this  elevation ;  and  if  he,  during  an  impulse  of  anger  against  Cort^,  had 
counselled  the  proceedings  of  Cuitlahuatzin,  he  now  felt  probably  both  grieved 
and  terrified  at  the  storm  he  had  raised.  He  also  harbored  a  wholesome  f^ar 
of  Malinche,  and  the  prospect  of  his  speedy  departure  helped  to  stir  anew  ^e 
embers  of  hope.  All  might  yet  be  well :  the  capital  might  be  spared  further 
desolation,  and  he  again  resume  his  former  ^;randeur. 

'  See  description  of  his  first  meeting  with  Cortes,  Native  RaeeSy  iL  This 
appearance  of  the  emperor  took  place  on  the  27th  of  June,  as  Cort^  states, 
but  Bemal  Diaz,  Herrera,  and  Ixtlilxochitl  place  it  respectively  on  the  5ih, 
6th,  and  7th  day  of  the  siege. 
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on  all.  And  see!  I  am  no  prisoner.  Go  your  way; 
I  am  free.  By  divine  command  I  must  remain  the 
guest  of  the  Spaniards  yet  a  little  longer,  and  you 
must  not  molest  them,  for  soon  they  will  return 
whence  they  came.  Alas,  my  people,  my  country, 
my  crown  1"^ 

With  a  heavy  sigh,  and  midst  copious  tears,  his 
head  fell  on  his  breast.  The  monarch's  strength  had 
indeed  departed.  The  people  knew  that  he  spoke 
falsely,  that  he  was  little  better  than  imbecile,  unfit 
to  be  their  sovereign.  Oh,  if  he  but  had  the  good 
fortune  to  die  while  helping  them  to  grind  to  powder 
these  hated  enemies!  Only  a  little  while  ago  his 
words  would  have  been  received  as  the  utterances  of  a 
deity.  Now  the  scales  had  fallen  from  their  eyes,  and 
they  saw  him  as  he  was.  They  could  bear  no  more. 
Jeers  and  groans  reached  him  from  every  direction. 
"  Coward  I  chicken !  Woman  to  the  Spaniards,  fit  only 
for  the  gown  and  the  spindle!  Murderer  of  your 
nobles!"  Such  were  the  cries  which  now  reached 
his  ears  as  he  stood  stupefied  with  agony.  Presently 
came  a  shower  of  arrows  and  stones,  and  before  the 
Spanish  guard  could  interpose  their  shields  several 
missiles  struck  him,  one  on  the  left  temple,  which 
caused  him  to  fall  senseless  into  the  arms  of  the 
by-standers.® 

^/Tcrrcra,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  x.;  BemallHaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  104.  *No 
molestitfen  k  loe  estrangeroe  y  fu^sen  bus  amigos,  pues  sa  persona  oorria 
riesgo.'  TezozomoCy  Recap.  tradicioTUSJi,  MS.,  cap.  vi  Cortes,  followed  by 
Gomara,  gives  him  no  time  to  speak  ere  the  people  assault. 

'They  would  no  longer  recognize  him  as  emperor,  etc.  Saying  thU,  a 
chief  threw  a  stone  which  struck  Montezuma  on  the  forehead.  Duran^  Hist, 
Ind.,  MS.,  ii.  468.  Acosta  attributes  this  first  throw  to  *  Quicuxtemoc,*  the 
later  king  of  Mexico.  HUt.  Ind,,  523.  *Ma  io  nol  credo/  says  Glaviffero, 
Storia  Mess.,  liL  126.  'Aun(}ue  yn  Castellano  tenia  cuydado  de  arrodelar  a 
Motezuma. . .  .le  acert6  vna  piedra  en  las  siends.*  Herreray  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  x. 
Had  not  the  Spaniards  held  up  a  shield  before  Montezuma  the  people  would 
have  known  it  was  he  and  not  thrown  the  stone  which  killed  him,  says  Cano, 
his  later  son-in-law.  Oviedo,  iii.  550.  Gomara  is  inclined  to  believe  this, 
for  his  people  *  no  lo  qnisieran  hazer  mas  que  sacar  se  los  ojos.*  Hint.  Mex., 
154.  *Una  sa^ta  alcanz6  al  emperador  en  el  estbmago  que  lo  atravez6  por  el 
baao,  y  una  piedra  le  di6  en  la  sien  izquierda.'  The  people  would  never  have 
thrown  missUes,  for  they  pitied  him,  and  were  prepared  to  obey  his  injunctions, 
but  Cacama,  who  stood  behind  the  emperor,  made  siffns  that  they  should  con- 
tinue the  attack  without  regard  for  nim  or  for  the  monarch.    TezozomoCf 
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Startled  by  the  crime  they  had  committed,  awe 
fell  upon  the  multitude  as  the  stricken  sovereign  was 
led  away.  Taking  advantage  of  this  feeling  Cortes 
beckoned  the  chiefs  to  a  parley  with  a  view  to  explain 
what  Montezuma  had  intended  to  convey.  He  had 
always  wished  them  well,  he  said,  and  felt  grieved 
to  wage  war  for  what  had  occurred  during  his  ab- 
sence. He  desired  peace,  yet  the  desire  was  not 
prompted  by  fear,  but  by  consideration  for  their  safety 
and  that  of  the  city.  The  chiefs  replied  that  the 
Spaniards  must  leave  the  country  to  the  natives,  and 
depart  at  once.  That  was  exactly  what  they  wished 
to  do,  replied  Cortes,  but  they  would  not  be  driven 
away.  If  the  Mexicans  desired  them  to  go,  they 
must  abandon  the  siege,  tear  down  the  barricade,  and 
retire  to  their  homes;  they  must  likewise  restore  the 
bridges  and  supply  provisions.  To  this  the  chiefs  de- 
clined to  listen,  declaring  that  they  would  not  lay 
down  their  arms  so  long  as  there  was  a  Spaniard  left 
on  whom  to  use  them.'  The  evident  desire  of  the 
besieged  for  peace  served  only  to  encourage  the  In- 

Recop,  tradiciofiea,  MS.,  cap.  vi.  According  to  Bemal  Diaz,  the  four  chiefs 
who  had  approached  to  confer  with  him  expressed  their  sympathy  for  his  mis- 
fortunes. They  had  now  chosen  as  leader  *Coadlabacan,  seflor  de  Iztapalapa,' 
and  had  sworn  to  the  gods  to  continue  the  war  till  all  Spaniards  were  exter- 
minated. Yet  they  prayed  daily  to  the  sods  for  his  safety,  and  if  all  went 
well  he  would  more  than  ever  be  their  lord.  They  had  hardly  finished  when 
showers  of  missiles  fell,  of  which  three  stones  and  an  arrow  hit  him,  on  the 
head,  arm,  and  leg.  Hist.  Vfrdad.,  104.  *  Remorse  succeeded  to  insult,*  and 
they  fled,  says  Robertson,  Hist,  ^m.,  90,  a  statement  which  Prescott  improves 
by  stating  that  the  square  before  the  fort  was  left  empty.  But  remorse  must 
have  been  brief,  for  the  main  authorities,  Cort^,  Gomara,  Bemal  Diaz,  and 
Torquemada,  either  declare  or  Intimate  that  the  assault  never  stopped.  *  No 
por  cso  ces<^  la  guerra  y  muy  tnos  recia  y  muy  cnida  de  cada  dia.*  CorUs, 
Cartas,  130. 

'  '  Esta  Fortaleza  casi  no  tiene  exemplar,'  exclaims  Lorenzana,  forgetting 
that  Ck}rt(:'8'  firmness  was  due  to  the  justifiable  fear  that  a  trap  was  intended. 
Cortis^  Hist.  N.  Eirpniiay  136-7.  Cort^  concludes  the  sentence  about  Monte- 
zuma's being  wounded  by  saying  that  he  died  within  three  days.  He  thereupon 
resumes  the  account  of  parleys  and  siege  operations,  leaving  the  impression 
that  these  tookplace  after  his  death,  whue  such  was  not  the  case.  Neverthe- 
less, Gomara,  Herrera,  and  others,  Bemal  Diaz  not  excluded,  are  misled,  by 
this  vagueness  evidently,  into  extending  the  siege  and  confounding  the  events, 
so  that  modem  historians  have  all  more  or  less  remained  mystified.  Solis 
assumes  that  during  Montezuma's  illness  the  siege  was  conducted  only  by 
straggling  parties,  uie  main  forces  being  occupied  with  crowning  the  new 
emperor.  Hist.  Mex.^  ii.  155-6.  This  is  probably  due  to  a  misoonstraction  of 
Bemal  Diaz. 
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dians,  and  the  assault  was  renewed  with  an  increased 
ardor  that  taxed  the  defenders  to  the  utmost. 

And  now,  whatever  the  cost,  a  way  out  of  this 
place  must  be  opened.  Cortes  knew  of  three  cause- 
ways which  led  to  the  mainland,  the  only  means 
of  exit  for  his  forces.  He  knew  that  they  were  low 
and  narrow,  exposed  on  both  sides  to  the  attacks  of 
canoe  fleets,  and  intersected  by  a  number  of  bridges 
which  were  perhaps  by  this  time  raised.  Each  of 
these  openings  was  an  almost  impassable  chasm.  The 
southern  causeway  to  Iztapalapan  was  two  leagues  in 
length,  and  provided  with  seven  drawbridges,  besides 
a  strong  fortress,  which  rendered  it  impassable  to  an 
enemy.  The  northern,  leading  to  Tepeyacac,  was  one 
league  long,  while  the  shortest,  conducting  westward 
to  Tlacopan,  half  a  league  distant,  was  broken  by  only 
three  bridges.^®  Cortes  resolved  to  undertake  the  pas- 
sage by  this  last  named  causeway.  During  the  night 
had  been  completed  three  mantas,  of  light  framework 
and  planks,  each  to  hold  twenty  musketeers  and 
archers,  with  which  it  was  hoped  to  check  the  as- 
sailants on  the  roofs.  These  mantas  were  built  with 
two  chambers,  provided  with  loop-holes;  the  upper 
ranged  on  a  level  with  the  house-tops  of  ordinary 
one-story  buildings  of  the  city,  and  had  doors,  so  as 
to  allow  of  sallies  upon  the  roofs." 

The  following  morning,  June  28th,  Cortes  placed 
himself  at  the  head  of  five  hundred  Spaniards  and 
over  three  thousand  allies,  and  took  the  direction 
of  the  Tlacopan  causeway."  By  a  sudden  charge  the 
cavalry  drove  back  the  Indians  and  allowed  the  free 
passage  of  the  mantas,  which  were  drawn  and  pushed 

i»  *Ebi  esta  aula  tres  no  mas,  y  en  la  de  Yztapalapk,  siete.'  Herrera,  dec. 
ii.  lib.  X.  cap.  xi.:  Native  Baces,  ii.  561  et  seq. 

^^CorUSy  Cartas^    130,   133.     *Quatro  ingenios en   que  pudiesaen  yr 

Teynte  y  cinco  hombres,'  says  Bemal  Diaz,  Hi«t.  Verddd.,  103.  *Tre8  man- 
tas   c5  BUS  raedas ;  leuanan  treynta  hombres  a  cada  vna,  cubierta  con  tablas 

Suessas  de  tres  dedos. '  Herrern^  loc.  cit.  Drawn  by  men  within,  adds  Peter 
artyr,  dec.  v.  cap.  v.  *  Cabia  cada  vno  veynte  hombres,  con  picas  escopetas 
y  ballestasy  vn  tiro.*  Oomara,  Hist.  Mex,,  154. 

^'  Herrera  unwisely  assumes  that  the  three  towers  with  their  forces  were 
respectively  directed  against  the  three  causeway  approaches. 
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by  Tlascaltecs,  and  protected  by  bodies  of  infantry. 
A  corps  of  pioneers  accompanied  them  with  pickaxes, 
mattocks,  crow-bars,  and  ladders,  to  destroy  barricades 
and  walls,  and  to  scale  buildings.  Four  cannon  were 
also  brought.  The  rear  was  protected  by  a  portion 
of  the  cavalry.  The  Aztecs  were  at  first  amazed  at 
the  curious  moving  turrets,  and  feared  that  they  might 
contain  more  terriole  destroyers  even  than  the  grape- 
charged  guns;  but  finding  them  less  dangerous,  they 
continued  their  efforts,  and  fast  and  thick  poured 
the  stones  and  arrows  on  the  line  of  advance,  particu- 
larly on  the  engines,  which  were  severely  damaged. 
The  march  proceeded,  however,  with  more  or  less  inter- 
ruption till  a  raised  bridge  was  reached  on  the  main 
road,  where  the  Indians  had  gathered  in  vast  numbers, 
with  an  evident  determination  to  check  the  expedi- 
tion. The  turrets  were  brought  alongside  the  houses 
adjoining  the  canal  in  order  to  clear  the  crowded 
roofs,  but  regardless  of  the  volleys  from  the  firelocks, 
the  natives  on  the  roofs  plied  their  missiles  only  the 
faster,  letting  fly  heavy  rocks"  upon  the  engine  cover- 
ings, so  as  to  render  them  untenable  and  hinder  the 
manoeuvring  of  the  cannon.  This  success  enabled  the 
warriors  beyond  the  canal  and  behind  the  barricades 
to  maintain  their  assault  with  great  effect,  and  to  pre- 
vent a  further  advance.  They  gained  a  considerable 
advantage  by  a  change  of  tactics  in  directing  the  mis- 
siles to  a  great  extent  against  the  legs  of  the  Span- 
iards, to  their  serious  discomfiture."  After  spending 
the  greater  part  of  the  forenoon  in  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  destroy  the  houses  nearest  the  canal,  and 
to  fill  a  passage  across  it,  the  troops  retired  to  the 
fort  greatly  disheartened.  Even  the  Tlascaltecs,  who 
were  usually  so  glib  of  tongue  in  replying  to  Aztec 
taunts,  for  once  held  their  peace." 

Meanwhile  the  battle  raged  fiercely  round  the  fort 

"  *  De  tres  y  quatro  arrotutB,  que  maltrataron  a  los  qae  yaan  en  loa  in- 
geniofi,  y  rompieron  laa  tablas.*  Htrrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xi. 
^^ '  Hirieron  a  mas  de  docientos  Castellanos.'  /(2.,  cap.  ix. 
lA  *  Xo8  mataron  un  espa&ol  y  hirieron  machoa.'  CarU$f  Ckarku,  190-1. 
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The  temple  in  front  of  it,  since  its  evacuation  by  the 
Spaniards,  had  been  occupied  by  some  five  hundred 
Mexicans,  chosen  men,"  who  introduced  a  large  quan- 
tity of  ammunition  and  supplies',  and  began  to  batter 
the  besieged  quarter.  It  was  this  shower  which  had 
first  damaged  the  turrets  and  harassed  the  march. 
Perceiving  the  danger  of  leaving  so  commanding  a 
position  in  hostile  hands,  Cortes  had  sent  his  chamber- 
lain, Escobar,  with  one  hundred  men"  and  some  allies 
to  dispossess  them.  This  was  no  easy  task,  for  the 
pyramid  was  of  great  extent  and  over  eighty  feet  in 
height,  composed  of  a  series  of  abrupt  stone  terraces, 
each  receding  about  six  feet  from  the  one  beneath, 
and  so  arranged  that  the  ascent  led  along  the  entire 
circuit  of  each  ledge  before  the  steps  conducting  to 
the  next  could  be  gained."  Twenty  men,  says  Cortes, 
could  have  held  it  against  a  thousand;  yet  the  one 
hundred  were  to  attempt  it.  Step  by  step  they 
fought  their  way,  beneath  showers  of  arrows,  and 
against  javelins,  and  sword  and  lance  thrusts  from 
the  upper  ledges.  More  dangerous  even  than  these 
weapons  were  the  cumbrous  missiles  in  the  shape  of 
heavy  stones  and  timber  which  came  crashing  down 
upon  them.  Three  times"  did  Escobar  lead  his  men 
to  the  charge,  only  to  see  them  repulsed  and  sent 
rolling  down  the  steps  and  over  the  ledges.  Finally 
he  sent  word  to  Cortes  that  the  task  was  impracti- 
cable. The  general  received  this  notice  while  vainly 
battling  at  the  canal,  and  he  eagerly  seized  upon  it 
as  excuse  for  changing  his  base  of  operation.  He 
hurried  to  the  spot,  threw  a  cordon  round  the  pyr- 

**  *  Snbieron  alld  doe  vigas  rollizas  para  deade  alii  echarlas  sobre  las  casaa 
reales  y  hundirlas.'  Sahagun,  Hist,  Cojiq.,  30.  Peter  Martyr  Bnppoees  the 
temple  to  have  been  long  held  by  the  enemy,  but  thia  ia  contrsSry  to  what 
Cort^  and  Sahaffun  say. 

'^  Three  hunored,  aaya  €k)mara. 

^"  For  a  foil  deacription  of  thia  pyramid  see  Native  Races,  ii.  579  et  aeq. 
Some  horaee  had  been  taken  to  clear  the  approaches,  but  they  slipped  on  the 
smooth  pavement,  and  were  aent  back  as  unaervioeable.  Bemai  2>ia2,  /iist. 
Verdad.,  105. 

"  *  Aoometlo  la  tree  o  quatro  vezes,  y  otroe  tantos  diss,'  ia  Gomara's  inter- 
pretation, in  order  to  fill  up  the  time  assumed  by  him.  Hiat,  Mex.,  ^^* 
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amid,  and  although  badly  wounded  in  the  left  hand  he 
immediately  led  his  men  to  the  charge.  The  Span- 
iards were  making  fair  progress,  when  two  heavy 
beams,  which  had  been  reserved  at  the  summit  for 
the  last  extremity,  were  loosened  and  sent  tumbling 
down  the  side,  so  directed  as  to  sweep  to  destruction 
the  assailants  along  its  entire  length.  At  about  the 
centre  of  their  terrible  passage,  full  before  them,  stood 
Cortes.  Immediate  death  for  himself  and  his  brave 
comrades  seemed  inevitable,  when  behold  I  by  some 
unseen  finger  the  beams  were  turned  end  foremost 
and  shot  harmlessly  through  the  opening  made  for 
them  by  the  soldiers.  "Thanks  be  to  God  and  the 
virgin,  whose  image  was  placed  in  this  tower!"  cried 
Cortes,  as  without  the  loss  of  a  moment  he  sprang 
forward  and  speedily  gained  the  summit.  There  the 
fight  assumed  the  form  of  a  gladiatorial  combat,  a 
hand-to-hand  and  line-to-line  conflict,  poised  in  mid- 
air on  this  narrow  slippery  summit,  and  in  full  view 
of  the  whole  city.  As  if  by  common  consent  the 
combatants  below  paused  in  their  bloody  work  and 
stood  breathless,  lost  in  the  more  thrilling  sight 
above. 

At  the  eastern  end  of  the  platform  stood  the  two 
three-story  chapels,  over  fifty  feet  in  height,  origi- 
nally dedicated  to  Huitzilopochtli  and  Tezcatlipoca. 
Against  this  the  Indians  had  massed  themselves, 
fierce  in  their  desperation.  The  Castilians  had  taken 
their  stand  at  the  other  end.  It  was  an  awful  situa- 
tion, dire  destruction  being  inevitable  to  one  side  or 
the  other.  With  nerves  and  sinews  strained  to  their 
utmost  tension,  they  stood  between  attacks  regarding 
each  other,  regarding  every  motion,  anon  picking 
from  the  other's  number  with  javelin,  dart,  or  musket, 
as  they  were  able.  It  was  with  difficulty  the  Span- 
iards could  stand,  and  there  was  no  railing  round 
the  slippery  height;  but  fortune  again  assisted  by 
unveiling  the  sun  and  sending  its  blinding  rays  full  in 
the  face  of  the  enemy.    Every  now  and  then  the  sol- 
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diers  charged  in  solid  phalanx  into  the  centre  of  the 
opposite  mass,  only  to  be  obliged  to  retire  under  the 
pressure  of  its  weight,  and  to  receive  the  counter- 
charge, encouraged  by  wildly  gesticulating  priests,  who 
flitted  to  and  fro  in  bloody  robes  and  dishevelled 
hair.  Aware  of  the  inferiority  of  their  weapons,  the 
natives  sought  rather  to  seize  hold  of  the  Spaniards, 
singly  or  in  groups,  and  with  the  recklessness  of 
doomed  men  to  hurl  themselves  with  their  victims 
from  the  dizzy  height.  In  one  instance  Cortes  him- 
self was  selected  for  this  terrible  fate.  Inspired  to 
martyrdom  and  revenge,  two  young  nobles  watched 
their  opportunity,  and  approached  him  on  their  knees, 
as  if  pleading  for  mercy.  Ere  he  had  time  to  con- 
sider the  situation  they  had  seized  him  in  their 
arms  and  were  struggling  to  gain  the  edge.  One 
moment  more  and  he  would  have  been  dashed  to 
death,  but  by  putting  forth  his  whole  strength, 
nerved  by  desperation,  he  succeeded  in  freeing  him- 
self from  their  grasp.  Ojeda  was  singled  out  for  a 
similar  attempt,  and  would  have  perished  had  not  a 
Genoese  come  to  his  aid." 

For  three  hours  the  struggle  lasted,  while  one  In- 
dian after  another  was  picked  off  by  the  bullet  and 
the  arrow,  or  pierced  by  the  pike  and  sword,  or  sent 
headlong  over  the  platform,  either  to  be  crushed  by 
the  fall  or  to  be  transfixed  by  the  Spaniards  on  the 
ledges  below.  As  their  number  diminished,  many  a 
one  sought  the  higher  martyrdom  by  leaping  from  the 
sacred  spot  into  paradise.  Thus  melted  away  that 
fated  band  of  Aitec  warriors.  At  the  portal  of 
Huitzilopochtli's  chapel  fell  the  last  defender;  and  two 
priests,  one  of  them  the  high-priest,  alone  remained 
to  offer  themselves  as  captives.  On  entering  the 
chapel  consecrated  to  the  virgin  no  traces  appeared 
of  the  holy  emblems,  only  evidences  of  idolatrous 

**  OjedA  appears  to  be  th«  sole  authority  upon  which  Herrera  relies  for 
these  two  struggles,  dec.  ii.  lib.  z.  cap.  ix.  Ulavigero  doubts  them ;  yet  there 
is  nothing  unluLely  in  either  attempt. 
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rites,  and  upon  the  altar  stains  from  the  blackened 
hands  of  the  temple  attendants.^  In  the  adjoining 
chapel  the  war-god  was  found  reinstalled  in  all  its 
glittering  hideousness.  Some  consolation  for  this 
sacrilegious  intrusion  was  oflFered  to  the  victors  in 
despoiling  it  of  the  rich  ornaments,  while  the  cacao 
and  other  provisions  stored  here  by  the  garrison 
proved  a  prize  to  the  half-famished  Spaniards.  The 
Tlascaltecs,  so  long  deprived  of  meat,  pounced  upon 
the  bodies  of  the  slain  heroes  to  secure  them  for  a 
feast,  which  should  not  only  satisfy  the  cravings  of 
hunger,  but  infuse  their  hearts  and  minds  with  some 
of  the  qualities  of  the  valiant  dead.^  The  chapels 
were  then  fired.  The  upper  portion  of  the  structure 
being  of  wood,  the  flames  rose  in  columns  heavenward, 
heralding  the  triumph  of  the  Spaniard,  and  striking 
the  Indian  with  awe.  It  was  a  great  and  thrilling 
feat,  this  fight  upon  the  temple  top;  and  so  the  natives 
regarded  it,  their  heart,  and  mind,  and  paintings  being 
all  stained  sanguine  over  its  remembrance.** 

'*  It  was  related  afterward  that  when  the  natives  first  sought  to  remove 
the  virgin  image  their  hands  clove  powerlessly  to  it  for  some  time,  and  left 
their  marks  upon  it.  Oviedo^  iii.  510.  Montezuma,  being  told  of  this  miracle, 
ordered  the  image  to  be  left  in  its  place.  Afterward,  'pareci6,  aegun 
Bupimos,  que  el  gran  Montezuma  tenia  6  deuocion  en  ella,  6  miedo,  v  la 
mand6  guardar.*  Bemai  DiaZy  HisL  Verdud,,  104,  102.  Others,  as  will  be 
shown,  suppose  it  to  have  been  saved  by  its  owner,  Villafuerte,  perhaps 
when  Cortes  withdrew  the  troops  from  the  temple,  or  to  have  fled  by  its 
own  miraculous  power  to  the  shrine  at  Remedios. 

^*  'ComierO  de  los  caualleros  Mexicanos  muertos.*  Herrerti^  dec.  ii  lib.  x. 
cap.  ix. 

^  CorUa,  Cartas,  130-1 .  According  to  Bemal  Diaz  the  sally  with  the  engines 
was  directed  against  the  temple,  which  he  appears  to  place  at  some  distance. 
It  was  held  by  3000  or  4000  Indians,  *  all  chiefs,'  and  cost  the  Spaniards  46 
lives,  every  man  being  beside  wounded.  They  returned  hard  pressed  by  the 
enemy.  *  Se  mostr6  Cortes  mui  varO,  como  siepre. '  Hist.  Verdad. ,  103-4.  *  Mu- 
rieron  todos  quinientos  Indios,  oomo  vajientes. '  Oomara,  Hist.  Afex, ,  157.  *  £n 
trecientos  caualleros  que  alii  estauan  no  ^uedaron  seys  viuos.*  Herrera,  loo. 
cit.  This  author  describes  on  a  later  occasion  the  capture  of  a  tower  attached 
to  Montezuma's  own  palace,  from  which  missiles  fell  with  telling  effect.  Cort^ 
coes  with  200  men  to  reduce  it,  and  is  hotlv  received ;  yet  the  Indians,  rely- 
ing upon  the  execution  to  be  made  by  some  loose  beams  which  are  to  be  rolled 
down  upon  the  assailants  at  a  favorable  moment,  allow  the  Spaniards  to  rush 
forward  and  gain  the  tower,  putting  almost  every  occupant  to  the  sword. 
This  story  is  probably  a  version  of  the  temple  fight. 
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June,  1520. 

A  LiYiKO  Dbath— The  Old  Imperial  Party  and  the  New  Power  ~ 
Aztec  Defiance— Perilous  Position  oe  the  Spaniards— Disappoint 
MENT  to  Cort^ — Another  Sallt — The  Dying  Monarch — He  has 
no  Desire  to  Live  — His  Rejection  op  a  New  Faith— He  will 
None  op  the  Heaven  op  the  Spaniards— Commends  his  Children 
to  Cort^ — The  Character  op  Montezuma  and  op  his  Reign. 

LoNO  before  this  the  Spaniards  had  learned  that 
the  power  which  had  arisen  in  Montezuma's  stead 
was  of  a  different  quality  from  that  lately  wielded 
by  the  poor  caged  monarch,  whose  proud  spirit  they 
had  so  blighted  and  brought  low.  No  Quetzalcoatl 
or  other  personage,  fair  or  dark,  heaven-descended  or 
of  import  infernal,  might  now  interpose  to  prevent 
the  killing  and  cooking  of  the  strangers.  Cortes 
had  thought  that  the  late  spoliation  of  idols  would 
fill  the  people  with  awe  toward  beings  so  superior 
to  their  gods.  But  when  he  threatened  that  if  they 
did  not  lay  down  their  arms  not  a  man  of  them 
should  remain  alive,  nor  one  stone  be  left  on  another 
throughout  all  their  city,  they  laughed  at  him,  the 
priests  abetting.  "How  speak  you  so  foolishly,"  they 
said,  "mortal  as  we  now  know  you  to  be,  when  for 
every  Spanish  life  we  are  prepared  to  sacrifice,  if 
need  be,  twenty -five  thousand  of  our  own  lives?" 
They  had  cut  off  retreat  at  the  causeways,  so  that 
the  lake  alone  was  open  to  exit,  and  here  they  were 
prepared  with  fleets  of  canoes  filled  with  resolute 
men.     Even  should  the  Spaniards  hold  out  against 
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assault,  hunger  and  thirst  must  overcome  them  in  the 
end.  "The  truth  of  this  was  too  evident,"  observes 
Cortes,  "for  hunger  alone  would  have  soon  killed  us," 

The  imperial  party,  which  had  sunk  to  insignificance 
since  the  elevation  of  Cuitlahuatzin  to  the  leadership, 
and  was  now  sustained  only  by  a  few  relatives  of 
Montezuma,  had  no  longer  a  voice  in  the  direction 
of  afiairs.  Their  efforts  to  make  terms  with  the 
Spaniards  might  have  gained  public  approval,  but 
the  ambition  of  Cuitlahuatzin  stood  in  the  way  of 
any  compromise.  To  release  the  strangers  would  be 
to  restore  Montezuma,  and  he  preferred  to  occupy 
the  throne  himself  He  was  also  covetous  of  mUi- 
tary  fame;  and  knowing  the  desperate  condition  of 
the  besieged,  he  hoped  by  their  reduction  to  add  to 
his  record  of  glorious  achievements.* 

The  soldiers  felt  the  peril  of  their  position  more 
than  the  general.  They  had  been  cheered  for  a 
moment  by  victory,  only  to  find  how  barren  it  was; 
only  to  realize  that  many  such  triumphs  would  prove 
their  ruin.  In  order  to  counteract  this  growing  de- 
spondency, Cortds  resolved  on  a  night  sally  with  half 
his  force.  The  Indians  being  unprepared  for  this,  the 
party  advanced  with  comparative  impunity,  destroyed 
several  barricades,  and  fired  a  large  number  of  houses 
along  the  Tlacopan  road,  where  the  roof  assault  had 
been  so  severe.  The  warriors  having  finally  gathered 
in  sufficient  force  to  render  retreat  advisable,  the 
Spaniards  destroyed  a  number  of  buildings  in  the 
vicinity  of  their  quarters  before  entering,  and  thus 
secured  additional  immunity.^ 

The  present  purpose  of  the  Spaniards  was  to  open 
an  exit  from  the  city.    At  a  council,  called  to  con- 

^  In  ManuaerU  de  16B8,  AvbiUj  Col,  Cihuaoohnatl  and  Tzihnacpopocatzin, 
brothers  of  Montezuma,  are  named  as  the  leaders  of  the  opposition  party, 
connected  also  with  the  followers  of  Quetzalcoatl,  who  abhorred  the  cmel  rites 
of  the  Aztecs.  They  succeeded,  it  is  said,  in  introducing  providoiis  for 
the  besieged.  Brcuaeur  de  Bourbourg,  Hist,  Nat.  Civ,,  iy.  317~1S.  But  this  ii 
doubtful. 

*  This  is  probably  the  sally  which  Herrera  intrusts  to  Salcedo.  dec.  ii  lib.  x. 
cap.  viii. 
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sider  the  situation^  it  was  admitted  that  delay  would 
only  reduce  their  strength  without  corresponding  gain, 
and  with  the  prospect  of  closing  more  eflfectually  the 
gate  against  them.'  It  was  a  great  disappointment  to 
Uort^s  thus  to  abandon  his  hard-earned  advantage. 
There  were  those  who  would  exult  over  his  mis- 
fortunes, and  never  could  he  hope  to  win  favor  from 
the  king  except  by  some  brilliant  success.  But 
this  he  would  yet  achieve,  God  wilUng,  or  perish  in 
the  attempt. 

The  engines  were  strengthened,  and  every  prepa- 
ration was  made  to  meet  the  rapidly  accumulating 
difficulties.  At  dawn  a  large  force  set  out  in  the 
direction  of  the  Tlacopan  causeway  to  secure  its  ap- 
proaches.* The  advance  was  made  in  the  order  of  the 
day  previous,  with  guns  and  pioneers,  and  with  cav- 
alry in  front  and  rear.  The  late  destruction  of  houses 
E roved  of  no  considerable  advantage,  but  the  cannon 
eing  brought  to  play  on  the  barricades,  an  opening 
was  soon  made.  The  engines,  with  their  fortified 
sides  and  covers,  proved  more  efficient  than  formerly 
in  checking  assaults  from  the  roofs.  The  soldierj 
accordingly  advanced  with  firmer  resolution,  and 
although  the  showers  from  the  house-tops  were  still 
troublesome,  and  resistance  on  the  streets  was  as 
fierce  as  ever,  yet  one  after  another  the  first  four 
canals  were  captured.  The  nearest  houses  were 
razed,  and  with  the  ddbris  roadways  were  thrown 
across  the  channels. 

These  operations  were  carried  on  in  the  face 
of  a  bitter  onslaught,  and  occupied  the  entire  day. 
Evening  being  at  hand  the  crossings  were  left  in 
charge  of  a  strong  guard,  composed  of  the  freshest 
men,  while  the  rest  returned  to  the  fort. 

*  'For  importtuddad  de  muchos. . .  .acord6  de  salir  della.'  CarUi  dtl  ^Vr- 

tUo^  in  JcashaJctia^  Col.  Doc,,  i.  429.    *£1 capitan  dilataba  de  cada  dia  la 

dich»  salida,'  but  the  officers  insisted  that  he  should  leave.  Segunda  Pixibama 
de  LaaUU,  in  Id.,  423. 

*  CUvigero  directs  the  operation  against  the  Iztapalapan  road,  which 
mold  have  been  a  useless  manoeuvre.    Cortes  ia  explicit  enough  on  the  poinU 
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Montezuma  the  while  lay  a-dying,  prostrate  a-dying, 
not  as  Vespasian  would  have  an  emperor  die — stand- 
ing; but  with  manhood,  and  the  aspirations  of  man, 
ay,  even  the  regrets  and  remorse  incident  to  foiled 
endeavor,  all  crushed  he  was  killed  when  the  insults 
of  his  people  fell  upon  him;  he  scarcely  heeded  their 
darts  and  stones. 

It  is  not  necessary  always  that  breath  shall  cease 
before  one  can  be  dead.  From  lanthe's  spirit  fell 
the  shackles  of  sense,  the  body  being  left  with  its 
animal  life,  but  soulless.  And  though  corporal  life 
was  yet  present  in  Montezuma,  the  soul  was  already 
free :  the  accursed  aliens  had  done  their  worst.  When 
the  might  of  sacred  sovereignty  was  extinguished,  the 
remains  were  less  than  man,  though  they  walked,  and 
talked,  and  wept. 

Compared  with  his  present  condition,  how  dignified 
and  happy  death  would  have  been  by  the  hands  of  his 
brother  priests,  before  the  gods,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
nation,  on  the  sacred  sacrificial  stone!  Or,  like  that 
among  the  Massagetse,  told  of  by  Herodotus,  who 
sacrificed  and  ate  their  old  people,  holding  natural 
death  a  misfortune — even  this  or  any  other  steppii^ 
down  and  out  would  have  been  preferable  to  thus 
dying  like  a  silly  hare  in  a  trap  I 

He  refused  food  and  any  attention  to  the  wounds, 
which  were  far  from  fatal.  He  tore  off  the  bandages, 
threw  from  him  all  medicines,  and  bared  his  body  to 
disease,  even  as  his  soul  had  been  long  since  ba^^ 
and  stretched  out  his  hand  to  hasten  the  cold  stony 
grasp  of  death.  What  a  farce  was  life,  and  honor,  and 
majesty,  all  to  end  in  poverty  and  disgrace  I  Feeling 
the  all-changing  moment  at  hand, he  summoned  Cortes; 
for  despite  his  long  maltreatment  he  entertained  a  kind 
of  affection  for  the  monster,  who  might  even  yet  prove 
to  be  the  demi-god  of  some  far  away  incomprehensible 
world.  Moreover,  the  Spaniard's  intellect  and  arm 
were  the  stronger;  he  was  his  son-in-law  and  probable 
successor;  therefore,  though  his  jailer^  he  would  speak 
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with  him.  And  when  he  came  Montezuma  said: 
"The  end  for  me  approaches,  Malinche;  it  is  even 
here.  You  cannot  harm  me  further,  nor  help  me  if 
you  would.  I  have  given  you  all;  you  have  taken 
all — ^my  liberty,  my  kingdom,  my  life,  and  that  which 
is  more  to  me  than  kingdom,  liberty,  or  life,  the 
affection  of  my  people,  the  love  of  my  counsellors  and 
friends;  and  respect — ^respect  of  self,  and  that  sacred 
respect  which,  living  or  dead,  is  mine  by  inheritance, 
and  by  virtue  of  my  office.  But  I  would  not  upbraid 
you;  I  pray  only  that  my  ruin  will  benefit  you;  I  beg 
of  you  care  for  my  children,  and  I  conjure  you  to 
avenge  me  on  my  rebel  subjects  and  their  leaders."' 
Moved  by  the  touching  appeal,  Cortes  promised 
all  that  was  asked  of  him,  while  remonstrating  with 
the  monarch  for  rejecting  food  and  medicine.  Mon- 
tezuma then,  in  like  manner,  exhorted  his  nobles  who 
were  prisoners  with  him,  and  was  touched  by  their 
sorrow  for  the  sad  state  of  the  empire,  and  their 
manifestation  of  affection  for  himself  Father  Olmedo, 
who  had  never  relaxed  his  efforts  for  the  captive's 
conversion,  now  pressed  to  his  aid  the  general.  But 
in  vain.  All  else  these  beings  maledict  had  taken 
from  him;  they  should  not  now  rob  him  of  his  re- 
ligion. His  faith  was  as  dear  to  him,  as  true,  as 
pure,  as  efiicacious,  as  was  theirs  to  them.  Away 
with  another's  gods!  Let  each  live  and  die  by  his 
own.  He  was  high-priest,  too,  and  for  him  to  prove 
recreant  to  the  national  faith  would  overshadow  all  his 
former  crimes  combined.  "What  is  this  they  would 
have  of  me  ?"  he  groaned  within  himself.  Then  turning 
suddenly  to  Olmedo,  he  asked,  "Do  Spaniards  go  to 

'  In  a  prtvUegio  in  favor  of  the  daughter  Isabel,  Cortes  refers  to  this  in- 
terview, saying  that  three  daughters  were  intrusted  to  him.  Ko  allusion  is 
made  to  any  son.  The  affectionate  terms  in  which  he  herein  speaks  of  Mon- 
tezuma must  be  due  to  political  reasons,  and  perhaps  to  a  regard  for  the 
princesses.  PanM,  Vireyes^  in  Monumentos  Domin,  Egp.,  MS.,  67-8.  Bamirez 
ridicules  the  idea  of  an  appeal  by  the  emperor  to  Cortes,  who  was  on  unfriendly 
terms  with  him.  8or,  Mex,  Geog. ,  Bolethi,  x.  359  et  seq.  But  the  effort  of  Monte- 
soma  to  save  the  Spaniards  shows  that  intercourse  had  been  reestablished ; 
and  was  not  Cort^,  as  the  husband  of  one  or  more  of  his  daughters,  the 
proper  person  to  protect  their  sisters? 
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this  heaven  of  yours?**  "Assuredly,"  was  the  reply; 
"it  was  made  for  them,  and  is  held  by  ChristiaDS, 
against  all  others,  as  the  reward  of  their  pure  belief 
and  gentle  deeds."  "It  is  enough;  I  will  none  of  it," 
said  Montezimia^  who  from  that  moment  would  not 
listen  to  a  word  of  Christian  exhortation.*  It  was 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  June,^  three  days 

*  The  question  of  his  conversion  has  been  mnch  dlBcnased.  '  No  le  pndo 
ati-aer  a  que  Be  bolviesse  Cristiano,'  savB  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  105; 
and  Herrera  is  even  more  explicit,  dec.  li.  lib.  x.  cap.  x.  Cortte  and  his  fol- 
lowers, Martyr  and  Oviedo,  sive  no  indications  to  the  contrary.  Ixtlilxochitl 
states,  however,  that  he  had  learned  several  prayers,  and  even  begged  for 
baptism,  but  that  the  rite  was  deferred  *por  la  pascua  siguiente,  que  era  de  la 
resurreccion,  y  fue  tan  desdichado,  que  nuncaarcanz6  tanto bien.*  BisL  Chick., 
299.  Yet  he  adds  that  it  has  been  said  'que  se  bautiz6  y  se  llam6  Don  Juan.' 
KelacioneSt  457.  According  to  Gomara  he  askod  for  baptism  in  the  beginning  of 
lent,  but  it  was  determined  to  postpone  the  rite  till  pentecost,  for  greater  effect, 
and  OS  more  appropriate  for  so  high  a  personage.  Owing  to  the  troubles  arising 
out  of  Narx-aez  arrival  nothing  was  done  then,  *y  despues  de  herido  oluido  se 
con  U  prissa  del  pelear !'  Hist.  Mex,,  154.  Cort^  had  persuaded  him,  says 
Vetancurt,  during  the  early  days  of  his  imprisonment,  to  accept  baptism,  and 
he  was  taken  to  tne  temple  for  the  purpose,  but  at  the  last  moment  he  excused 
himself  on  the  ground  tnat  the  Indians  would  elect  another  lord  and  attack 
tlicm  all  if  he  abandoned  the  faith.  7'eairo  Mex.,  iii.  132-3.  Father  Duran, 
on  the  contrary,  ever  zealous  for  the  natives,  and  particularly  for  his  hero, 
Montezuma,  asserts  that  trustworthy  men  had  vouched  for  his  baptism.  Padre 
Olmedo  had  also  expressed  belief  therein,  although  he  had  not  been  present 
when  it  was  administered.  Hist.  Ind.^  MS.,  ii.  445.  T^o  father*s  memory 
must  have  failed  him  with  respect  to  Olmedo.  Camargo  has  also  been  assured 
of  hie  baptism,  with  Cort^  and  Alvarado  for  sponsors.  HUt.  Tinx,,  166w 
Trzozomoc,  who  claims  to  have  investigated  the  point,  declares  explicitly  that 
the  rite  was  administered  on  his  death-bed,  when  he  received  the  name  of 
C:'irlos,  and  that  Cortes,  Olid,  and  Alvarado  were  the  sponsors.  ReropilacUm 
de  iferidicaa  tradirioneSj  prohando  que  el  emperador  Moteuhsoma  redbid  el  *anto 
gacramento  del  bautismo.  This  author  wrote  at  the  close  of  the  sixteenth 
century,  and  follows  traditions  only.  Bustamante,  in  modem  times,  has  also 
reviewed  the  question,  and  follows  Tezozomoc  implicitly.  In  support  thereof 
he  quotes  a  poem,  by  Captain  Angel  Betancourt,  wherein  he  refers  to  Monte- 
zuma  as  the  *  indio  frau^izoc/o,' introduces  the  vague  utterance  of  Ixtlilxochitl, 
and  even  attempts  to  misconstrue  a  certain  expression  of  Cort^.  Montezuma 
tells  the  latter  to  baptize  his  daughters,  and  this  Bustamante  regards  as  proof 
that  he  himself  desired  the  rite.  He  does  not  suppose  that  the  religion  of  the 
vicious  Spanianls  could  have  had  great  attractions  for  him,  but  when  about  to 
die  he  accepted  it,  *  as  the  drowning  man  does  the  saving  plank. '  Article  in 
Chimalpain,  Hut.  Conq,^  i.  287-95.  Still  fuller  is  the  review  of  Ramirez,  who 
follows  Torn  uemada  in  pointing  out  the  fact  that  neither  Cortds  nor  Alvarado 
ever  referred  to  their  supposed  sponsorship,  as  they  certainly  would  have  done 
in  connection  with  so  distinguished  a  personage  had  they  felt  empowered.  8oe, 
Mex.  Geo!f.^  Boletin. 

^  Cortes'  chronolo^,  as  indicated  in  the  Cartas,  shows  clearly  that  he  left 
Mexico  during  the  night  of  June  30th,  as  will  be  demonstrated.  He  also 
implies  what  Bemal  Diaz  and  Herrera  distinctly  assert,  that  considerable 
fightiuff  took  place  on  the  Tlacopan  road  1)etween  the  time  the  corpse  was 
surrendered  to  the  Aztecs  and  the  Spaniards  returned  to  their  quarters  pre- 
paratory to  evacuation.     Hence  the  death  must  have  occurred  early  on  thai 
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after  the  trying  scene  in  the  presence  of  his  people, 
that  the  monarch  breathed  his  last.  And  even  the 
Spaniards  forgot  for  a  moment  their  diabolisms,  and 
allowed  their  minds  to  dwell  on  the  virtues  of  this 
mtignificent  heathen,  this  mighty  sovereign,  their 
sweet-tempered  prisoner,  and  kind  and  generous  host.* 
Of  a  truth,  despite  his  pusillanimity  with  regard 
to  the  Spaniards,  which  was  indeed  little  else  than 
pardonable  superstition,  this  man  was  in  many  re- 
spects not  unworthy  the  title  of  Great  so  freely 
betowed  upon  him.  Montezuma  was  but  forty-one* 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  had  wielded  the  sceptre 
for  nearly  eighteen  years  with  wonderful  success. 
Under  him  the  Aztec  empire  acquired  its  widest 
extent  and  greatest  glory.  While  his  armies  by  well 
directed  operations  spread  the  terror  of  his  name  to 
distant  provinces  and  increased  the  national  domain 
by  fresh  conquests,  his  subtle  intrigues  secured  ad- 
vantages at  home,  and  established  the  supremacy  of 
Mexico  in  the  tripartite  alliance.  With  a  high  regard 
for  the  dignity  of  his  throne,  he  caused  the  sovereign 
to  be  worshipped  almost  like  a  god,  and  sustained 
the  grandeur  of  his  surroundings  with  lavish  expendi- 
ture. This  severe  and  ostentatious  pride  kept  him 
above  the  reach  of  his  people,  and  failing  to  under- 
stand their  wants  or  to  sympathize  with  their  condi- 
tion, he  ruled  not  by  love,  but  by  fear.  Thus  it  is 
that  we  find  the  native  records  dwell  upon  his  fitful 

day.  Herrera  confirms  Cort^*  testimony  that  he  conld  not  have  died  before 
the  30th,  by  saying,  *en  qnatro  dias  se  murio.'  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  x.  It  is 
also  generally  adnutted  that  he  was  not  wounded  before  the  third  day  of  the 
siege. 

^  'Cortes  llor6  por  ^1,  y  todos  nuestros  Capitanes,  y  soldados:  k  hombres 

have  entre  nosotros que  tan  Uorado  fue,  como  si  fuera  nuestro  padre.' 

Bernal  Diaz^  Hist.  Verdad.^  104.  Cortes  speaks  hi^hl^  of  him,  *y  siempre 
tuTo  moi  bnena  Yoluntad  k  los  £spafioles,' out  this  is  in  the  deed  presented 
to  his  daughter.  See  PrivUegiOy  Monummtos  Domin.  Esp. ,  MS. ,  66.  In  the 
Cartas  he  is  referred  to  merely  as  a  captive  who  dies.  After  saying  that  he 
never  consented  to  the  death  of  a  Spaniard  nor  to  injury  against  Cort^, 
Gomara  adds :  *  Tambien  ay  ouien  lo  cOtrario  diga.  *  Hist.  Mex. ,  1 54-5. 

*  Clavigero  sa3r8  54,  but  Bemal  Diaz,  who  was  so  much  in  his  company, 
could  haraly  have  been  mistaken,  and  the  comparative  youth  of  his  children 
jdto  indicates  that  41  is  more  correct. 
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cold-blooded  cruelty  and  superstition,  not  as  a  tyrant, 
however,  but  as  an  administrator  of  their  own  cruel 
yet  revered  rites.  He  was  reputed  just,  but  this 
quality  was  to  be  found  rather  in  the  intention  than 
in  the  act.  With  all  his  pride  he  appears  to  have 
been  most  affable  and  kind  to  those  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  The  Spaniards  certainly  found  him 
so.  In  their  later  intercourse  other  considerations 
may  have  ruled  him,  however,  and  with  the  cunning 
and  secrecy  of  his  race  he  may  have  submitted  to  the 
inevitable  demands  of  circumstances." 

Surrounded  by  fawning  ministers,  whose  existence 
depended  on  his  favor,  he  was  encouraged  in  the  ex- 
travagant habits  of  a  magnificent  court,  which  pro- 
moted their  schemes  at  the  expense  of  a  tax-ridden 
people.  The  ambition  to  extend  his  fame  and  power 
required  the  maintenance  of  immense  armies,  of  numer- 
ous garrisons,  and  of  costly  campaigns,  which  proved 
another  drain  on  the  people.  This  was  augmented  in 
subjected  provinces  by  the  extortions  of  imperial 
officers,  who  found  means  to  prevent  the  cry  of  the 
oppressed  from  reaching  the  throne.  Perhaps  the 
most  terrible  infliction  was  the  levy  on  the  youth  of 
both  sexes  for  slaves,  and  for  sacrificial  victims  to 
appease  the  bloody  appetite  of  Aztec  gods — an  appe- 
tite which  had  increased  in  horror  with  the  abject 
superstition  of  this  otherwise  enlightened  monarch. 
Enlightened  he  undoubtedly  was,  for  as  high -priest 
he  had  become  versed  in  the  higher  learning  of  the 
priesthood.  The  study  of  mythology  came  naturally  to 
him,  while  astronomy  and  natural  history  were  favorite 
subjects  with  the  lords  of  the  lake  peoples,  the  former 
connected  with  myths  and  divinations,  the  latter  illus- 
trated by  specimens  from  different  regions,  and  col- 

1'  *  Antes  ni  despues  hnvo  en  este  mnndo  quien  le  igaalase  on  magestad  7 

profanidad fnemuy  jtuitlciero. . .  .decondicionmuy8evero,aanqaecuerdo  y 

cracioso.'  IxUilxoehiU,  Hist  Chick,,  301.  'Dizen  loe  Indios  que  me  el  mejor 
de  8T1  linaje,  v  el  mayor  rey  do  Mexico.*  Oomara^  HisL  Mex.,  155.  '  Fa  ciroo- 
spetto,  magnifico,  lil>erale . . .  .sua  giuatizia  degenerava  in  cradeltit.'  ClcungerOy 
JStoria  ifisM., iii.  132;  Herrera,  dec.  ii  lib.  x.  cap.  x.;  Torquemadcit  L  499^500. 
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lected  in  the  botanic  and  zoologic  gardens  of  Mexico 
and  other  cities.  The  studies  of  his  youth  had  gained 
for  him  a  well  merited  respect  from  his  priestly  con- 
freres, and  the  prudence  and  sagacity  which  controlled 
the  well  stored  mind  commanded  attention  in  the 
council."  While  yet  a  young  man  there  seemed  to 
develop  qualities  which  fitted  him  for  the  position  of 
high -priest,  also  as  counsellor,  to  which  his  princely 
rank  paved  an  easy  way.  Besides  this  he  had  shown 
himself  possessed  of  great  courage,  and  had  established 
his  fame  as  a  general  by  many  victories. 

It  was  with  this  reputation,  as  zealous  and  learned 
priest,  prudent  statesman,  and  brave  soldier,  that  he 
ascended  the  throne  in  1503,  while  only  twenty-three 
years  of  age.  It  is  in  such  terms  that  his  colleague 
Nezahualpilli  in  his  coronation  address  refers  to  the 
hopes  entertained  of  the  youthful  ruler."  Though 
ever  a  devout  servant  of  the  gods,  the  efieminate 
pleasures  of  the  court  weakened  the  nerves  and  energy 
of  the  soldier,  till  his  warUke  ardor  survived  only  in 
a  taste  for  military  reviews  and  for  the  chase.  The 
caution  of  the  general  remained,  but  timidity  saves 
few  leaders  from  disaster.  Vanity  and  designing  min- 
isters overruled  too  often  the  dictates  of  wisdom  in 
the  administration  of  affairs.**  His  path  had  been 
prepared  by  able  predecessors,  and  answered  well  for 
the  policy  of  aggrandizement  which  became  the  lead- 
ing feature  of  his  reign.  In  this  his  natural  liberality 
and  talent  for  intrigue,  fostered  by  priestly  training, 
served  him  well  and  procured  blindly  devoted  instru- 
ments for  his  plans.  Thus,  by  fair  means  and  foul,  the 
empire  was  raised  to  the  pinnacle  of  its  glory,  but 
not  being  of  a  natural  or  healthy  growth  it  proved 
unstable,  and  crumbling  under  the  strong  commotion 

'' '  Fae  may  sabio,  pues  pasaana  por las  coaas  aasi,  o  may  necio  q  no  las  sentia. ' 
Oofmaray  HUt,  Mex,,  155.  *  El  hombre  mas  s^bio  de  sa  si^lo,'  is  Bostamante's 
inteipretation.  He  alao  discoyeni  that  Montezama  objected  to  sacrifices! 
Chimalpcun,  Hifst.  Conq.y  292^. 

"  See  Native  Races,  ii.  149-50. 

"  '  Pareva  aver  cangiato  di  seaso,  sicoome  dioevano  i  saoi  sudditi. '  Clavigero^ 
StoriaMesa.,  iii  132. 
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created  by  the  approach  of  Castilians,  it  revived 
only  for  a  moment  in  the  present  uprising  like  the 
mental  illumination  preceding  death.  Montezuma 
could  not  have  failed  to  recognize  the  insecurity  of 
the  bonds  which  held  it,  and  influenced  by  the  pre- 
dictions of  its  downfall  he  readily  fell  beneath  the 
spell  of  the  superior  intellects  which  were  to  assume 
control.  It  was  his  misfortune  to  have  lost  the  san- 
guine energy  of  his  youth,  which  might  have  enabled 
him  to  rise  above  the  weaknesses  of  himself  and  his 
age.  Duty  and  honor  were  overcome  by  superstitioD 
and  absorbing  love  of  power,  of  life,  and  he  reaped 
the  natural  fruit  of  puerile  and  misdirected  efforts  by 
losing  both.  Resistance  might  not  long  have  delayed 
the  inevitable,  but  it  would  at  least  have  procured  for 
him  an  end  worthy  of  his  grandeur. 

Of  his  many  wives  may  be  named  the  princesses 
Teitlalco,  Acatlan,  and  Miahuaxochitl,  of  whom  the 
first  named  appears  to  have  been  the  only  legitimate 
consort."  By  her  he  left  a  son,  Asupacaci,  who  fell 
during  the  noche  triste,  and  a  daughter,  Tecuichpo, 
baptized  as  Isabel,  married  consecutively  to  Quauhte- 
motzin,  the  last  Mexican  sovereign,  to  visitador 
general  Alonso  Grado,  to  Pedro  Andrade  Grallego, 
and  to  Juan  Cano  de  Saavedra.  She  had  children 
by  the  latter  two,  from  whom  descend  the  illus- 
trious families  of  Andrade-Montezuma  and  Cano- 
Montezuma. 

By  the  Princess  Acatlan  were  left  two  daughters, 
baptized  as  Maria  and  Mariana.  The  latter  alone 
left  offspring,  from  whom  descends  the  Sotelo-Monte- 
zuma  family.  By  the  third  wife  came  to  the  emperor 
the  son  Tlacahuepantzin,  known  after  baptism  as 
Pedro  Yohualicahuacatzin  Montezuma,  whose  de- 
scendants, the  condes  de  Montezuma  y  de  Tula, 
intermarried  with  the  noblest  families  of  Spain,  and 

^*  So  Cano,  the  aon-inlaw,  declares,  Oviedo,  iii.  649,  and  bo  Coitte  inti- 
mates in  the  privilegio  to  Isahel,  whom  he  calls  'su  legitima  heanedera,' 
especially  commended  to  him. 
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connected  the  name  with  the  highest  offices  of  state, 
and  with  the  title  of  grandee." 

"  Of  the  rest  of  the  imperial  wives  and  concubines  nothing  positiye  is 
Imown,  save  that  a  number  of  them  and  their  daughters  were  liberally  be- 
stowed, as  a  mark  of  imperial  favor,  on  prominent  personages,  includins 
Spaniards.  After  the  conquest  they  sank  mto  obscurity,  although  some  m 
them  still  managed  to  maintain  a  certain  consideration  among  the  natives, 
despite  their  poverty.  Bemal  Diaz  claims  that  he  received  one  of  the  concu- 
bines; upon  Olid  was  bestowed  a  daughter,  and  upon  Cortes  two,  it  is  said, 
one  baptized  as  Ana,  the  other  as  In^.     Two  witnesses  declare  that  Isabel 

also  *cinco  meses  questava  casada  con Gallego  e  que  pario  ima  fija  y  que  hera 

del ... .  Cortes. '  CorUSy  Residencia,  ii.  242, 39, 244;  L  63, 09, 221 ,  263.  The  three 
daughters  confided  to  Cort^  on  their  fatiier*s  death-bed  were  not  in  the  Span- 
ish quarters  at  the  time,  at  least  not  all  of  them,  but  were  found  after  the 
conquest  and  baptized.  The  eldest  and  legitimate,  the  attractive  Tecuichpo, 
was  then  the  wife  of  the  last  and  captive  sovereign,  Quauhtemotzin,  her 
cousin,  who  had  married  her  chiefly  with  a  view  to  strengthen  his  hold  on 
the  throne,  for  she  was  too  vounff  for  the  married  state.  She  was  baptized 
as  Isabel,  and  her  Indian  husband  having  been  executed,  Cortes,  on  his  return 
from  Honduras,  gave  her  in  ^marriage  to  the  hidalgo  Alonso  Grado,  of  Al- 
cantara, who  had  succeeded  Avila  as  contador,  and  now  held  the  position  of 
visitador  general  of  New  Spain.  In  consideration  partly  of  Grade's  services 
and  partly  of  Isabel's  rank,  the  captain-general  bestowed  as  dower,  in  the 
emperor's  name,  the  town  of  Tacuba  (Tlaa>pan),  with  the  villages  and  farms 
subject  to  it,  together  with  the  title  of  seilora  thereof.  The  deed,  which 
recounts  the  services  of  her  father  and  the  intrusting  of  his  daughters  to 
Cortes,  is  signed  by  him  as  captain-general  and  governor  of  New  S^min,  and 
dated  June  27,  1526.  It  is  given,  among  other  lx>oks,  in  Monumenlos  Domin, 
Esp.f  MS.,  G5-8.  Grado  dying  soon  after,  without  issue,  she  married  Pedro 
Andrade  Gallego,  by  whom  she  had  one  son,  Juan  Andrade,  the  founder  of  the 
Andrade- Montezuma  family.  This  branch  inherited  the  Villa  Alta  villages, 
in  Oajaca,  and  other  estates,  which  in  1745  were  bought  up  by  the  crown  for 
a  pension  of  3000  pesos,  continued  by  the  Mexican  government  in  irregular  pay- 
ments. A  member  of  this  branch  was  the  bishop  of  Chiapas  a  few  years  later. 
Cer'ificacion  de  las  Mercedes,  MS.,  14-18.  M.  Fossey  describes  a  visit,  in 
1849,  to  the  poverty-stricken  yet  proud  descendants.  Mfxique,  497-500.  The 
omission  of  Gallego's  middle  name  has  led  the  critical  Alaman,  amouK  others, 
to  assume  that  this  family  descends  from  Isabel's  fifth  marriage  with  Juan  An- 
drade. PrfMcotf's  M*'X.  (ilex.  1844),  ii.  31.  Nor  is  Prescott  free  from  error 
in  connection  with  Montezuma's  descendants.  The  Andrade  branch  became 
allied  to  the  Condes  do  Miravalle,  and  a  daughter  of  this  house  was  the  wife  of 
General  Barragan,  who  became  presidenU  inlerinool  the  republic,  thus  raising 
a  descendant  of  Montezuma  once  again  to  the  supreme  place  in  the  country. 
The  Princess  Isabel  was  married  a  fourth  time,  to  Juan  Cano  de  Saavedra, 
by  whom  she  had  five  children,  the  inheritors  of  the  Tacuba  estates,  also  ex- 
changed for  a  pension  which  was  continued  by  the  republic.  Of  the  Princess 
Acatmn's  two  daughters,  Maria  and  Mariana,  the  former  left  no  issue.  Mariana 
married  the  conciuistador  Juan  de  Paz,  bringing  a  dower  of  three  towns,  and 
after  his  death  sue  took  for  husband  the  conqueror  Cristobal  de  Valderrama. 
By  him  she  had  a  daughter,  Leonor,  who,  marrying  Diego  Arias  Sotelo, 

five  origin  to  the  Sotelo-Montezuma  fiimily.  Fonse.ca,  Hvit.  Ho'-ienda,  i.  464. 
^  lus  work,  wiUi  its  collection  of  official  papers  and  extracts,  gives  a  mass  of 
infonnation  atx>ut  the  imperial  descendants  and  estates.  Prescott  confounds 
the  mother  and  daughter,  if  ex.,  ii.  351-2.  Viceroy  Mendoza,  in  a  despatch 
to  the  emperor  of  December  10,  1537,  refers  to  the  death,  three  weeks  before, 
of  Valderrama,  and  speaks  of  children  by  the  former  husband,  which  are  not 
admitted  in  Fonseca.  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenw^  Col.  Doc. ,  ii.  208.  Cortes  refers 
to  three  sons  of  Montezuma :  the  heir,  who  fell  on  the  causeway  during  the 
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nocke  tritU,  And  two  sarviying  bovs,  'one  said  to  be  inBane,  the  other  pax** 
lyzed.'  On  leaving  Mexico  he  took  with  him  one  son  and  two  daughters,  hit 
concubines  probab^,  all  of  whom  perished.  Cartat,  135, 153.  Sahagun  names 
two  sons,  who  perished  on  that  occasion.  Hist.  Ccnq.  (ed.  1840),  122,  128. 
Iztlilxochitl  gives  them  different  names.  HisL  Chkh,,  302.  Cano  gives  the 
name  Asupacaci  to  the  heir,  or  only  legitimate  son,  the  broker  of  his  wife 
Isabel,  ana  states  that  he  was  kUled  by  Quauhtemotzin,  who  feared  him  as 
the  only  rival  to  the  throne.  Oviedo,  iii.  549.  Brasaenr  de  Bourbourg  follows 
him,  but  prefers  the  name  of  Cipocatzin  for  the  young  prince,  while  Axayoca 
is  also  applied.  Gortte'  version  is  more  likely  to  be  correct,  however.  One 
of  the  surviving  sons,  'Signer  di  Tcnajoccan,*  Clavigero,  Storia  Mess.,  iii. 
133,  was  baptized  with  the  intervention  of  his  sponsor,  Rodrigo  de  Paz, 
and  died  three  years  after  the  conquest,  *  y  se  enterr6  en  la  CapUla  de  San 
Joseph.'  Vetancvrt,  TecUro  Mex.,  pt.  iii  144.  This  author  fusumes  that 
the  youth  fled  with  the  Spaniards  from  the  capital  and  hid  at  Tepotzotlan. 
The  other  prince,  son  of  Miahuaxochitl,  daughter  of  the  lord  of  Tula,  and 
niece  of  Montezuma — ^baptized  as  Maria,  sajrs  V  etancurt — ^received  the  name 
of  Don  Pedro.  He  accompanied  Cortte  to  Spain  in  1528,  it  appears,  at 
the  age  of  eighteen,  and  made  repeated  appeals  to  the  emperor  for  a  main- 
tenance in  accordance  with  his  rank.  At  first  some  trining  favors  were 
ffranted,  and  he,  together  with  a  cousin,  was  educated  by  the  Franciscans  in 
Madrid.  Puga,  CeduUtriOt  85.  President  Fuenleal,  of  the  audiencia^  and  other 
prominent  persons  having  added  their  recommendation,  regular  pensions  and 
encomiendas  were  bestowed,  including  the  town  of  Turn,  the  seat  of  his 
maternal  grandparents,  upon  which  was  based  the  second  title  of  Gondes  de 
Montezuma  y  de  Tula,  conferred  on  his  grandson.  The  line  expired  on  the 
male  side  with  the  great  great-grandson  of  the  emperor,  whose  daughter  mar- 
ried Sarmiento  de  \^ladiu^e8,  duke  of  Atlixco,  and  viceroy  of  New  Spain,  thus 
raising  the  name  again  to  the  highest  position  in  the  country.  Presoott^ 
follo^g  Humboldt,  EmuI  Pol,,  i.  191,  203,  calls  VaUadares,  by  mistake,  a 
descendant  of  Montezuma.  The  cousin  of  the  vice-^ueen  married  Silva,  th» 
first  marquis  of  Tenebron,  whose  descendants  inherited  the  title  and  estates 
from  the  other  branch,  and  became  grandees  in  1705.  Their  pension  amounted 
at  this  time  to  40,000  pesos,  aays  &mi,  TUuhs  de  CcuttUlay  which  represented 
in  part  the  encomiendas  withdrawn  by  the  government.  The  republic  recog- 
nized this  portion,  as  it  had  the  pensions  to  the  other  branches.  Shortly 
after  the  independence  of  Mexico  the  holder  of  the  title,  Alonso  Marcilla  de 
Teruel  Montezuma,  came  over  with  the  intention  of  asserting  his  claim  to  the 
throne  of  his  forefathers,  but  the  prudent  possessors  of  the  power  thought  it 
best  not  to  admit  him,  and  he  passed  on  to  New  Orleans,  there  to  put  an  end 
to  his  life  some  years  later.  Prescott  understands  that  the  septuagenarian 
had  been  disappointed  in  love,  if  ex.,  iL  352.  Several  members  of  the  Spanish 
nobility  have  mtermarried  with  this  line,  among  them  a  branch  of  the  Guzman 
family,  whence  the  claim  made  for  the  consort  of  Napoleon  ni.  of  havins 
Montezuma's  blood  in  her  veins.  Gondra  gives  a  portrait  of  a  member  married 
into  the  Mendoza  family.  PrescotCs  Mex.  (ed.  Mex.  1845),  219.  One  of  the 
line.  Padre  Louis  de  Montezuma,  wrote  the  Hintoria  del  Emperadar,  which 
has  been  consulted  by  Alaman,  Duttrt,,  i.  app.  ii.  158.  Glavigero  gives  a 
genealogic  table  in  Storia  Mtw.j  iii.  235,  and  Garbaial,  while  phtfiarizmg  the 
statements  and  blunders  of  others,  adds  a  few  of  his  own.  HvA,  Mex.,  ii. 
378-88.  In  Fhnaeca,  Hist.  Hacienda,  i.  455  et  seq.,  are  to  be  found  several 
valuable  extracts  concerning  titles  and  estates;  also  in  Reaies  Cidulas,  MS., 
i.  pt.  i.  5,  iL  4  etc. ;  CerHficacion  de  las  Mercedes,  MS. ;  Mex.  Mem.  Hacienda^ 
1848,  35-6;  Fuenleal,  Carta,  in  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenm,  Col.  Doc.,  xiii  222. 
The  family  name  has  been  spelled  in  different  wa3rs,  also  by  its  possessors,  as 
Motezuma,  Muteczuma,  Moctezuma,  Mocthecuzoma,  Motecuhzmna,  Moteuh* 
zuma ;  but  Montezuma  is  the  most  common  form. 

The  Historia  de  las  Indias  de  Nueva-EspaHa  y  Idas  de  Tierra  Fvnme,  by 
Father  Diego  Duran,  is  claimed  by  its  author,  in  we  introductory  to  chapter 
Ixxiv.,  to  he  devoted  essentially  to  the  life  and  rule  of  this  monan^h,  'cuya 
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^da  6  histMa  70  escribo.'  The  preparation  of  the  work  was  more  directly 
prompted  by  a  compassion  for  the  maltreated  natives,  whose  champion  he 
constituted  himself,  in  common  with  so  many  of  the  friars.  This  spirit  led 
him  natorally  to  color  the  occurrences  of  the  conauest ;  and  a  non-critical 
acceptance  of  whimsical  legends  and  statements  m  fayor  of  his  prot^ff^ 
tends  further  to  reduce  the  value  of  the  work.  His  deep  interest  in  the  abo- 
rigines and  their  history  may  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  he  was  bom  at 
Tezcaco,  of  a  native  mother.  Franco  wrongly  calls  him  Pedro,  and  Clavigero, 
Fernando.  He  professed  as  a  Dominican  at  Mexico,  in  1556,  with  missionary 
aspirations,  no  aoubt,  but  a  delicate  constitution  and  constant  suffering  con- 
fined him  rather  to  the  monastery,  and  directed  his  efforts  to  researches  and 
writing.  Castellanos,  D^erua,  28,  attributes  several  works  to  him,  and 
Eguiara,  Bt6.  Mex.,  324,  the  compilation  of  the  Dominican  history  of  Ddvila 
Fadilla,  thouj^h  not  the  style  and  form.  Ddvila  also,  'scrisse  la  Storia  antica 
de'  Messicam,  servendosi  de*  materiali  raccolti  gi&  da  Ferdinando  Buran 
Domenicano  da  Tezcuco;  ma  ouesta  opera  non  si  trova.'  OlavigtrOy  Storia 
Mets.,  L  13.  But  this  may  oe  a  mistake.  A  similar  rewriting  would 
have  greatly  Improved  the  HiUoria  de  las  TndioB,  which  is  exceedingly 
nnpoluhed  and  slovenly,  full  of  repetitions  and  bad  spelling,  and  show- 
ing ^reat  poverty  of  expression,  (m  the  other  hand,  it  is  relieved  by  an 
a£urable  portrayal  of  character  and  knowledge  of  human  nature,  and  by 
a  minute  study  of  the  effect  of  conversion  on  the  natives.  The  work  con- 
sists of  three  tratados,  the  first  in  78  chapters,  ^vinff  the  history  of  Mexico 
from  its  origin  to  the  conquest,  terminating  with  tiie  expedition  to  Hon- 
duras. This  was  completed  in  1581,  while  the  other  two  were  finished 
two  years  before.  The  second  tratado,  in  23  chapters,  treats  of  Mex- 
ican divinities  and  rites,  and  the  third,  in  two,  or  more  properly  nineteen, 
chapters,  of  calendar  and  festivals.  Padre  Duran  died  in  1588,  leaving  the 
manuscripts  to  Juan  Tovar,  Ddviln  PcuHUa^  Hist,  Fvnd,  Mex.^  653,  who  gave 
them  to  Acoeta,  then  occupied  in  preparing  his  Natura  Novi  Orbis^  and 
other  works.  The  contribution  came  most  opportunely,  and  was  used  chiefly 
for  his  account  of  Mexico,  as  he  frankly  admits,  though  gi^^ing  the  credit  to 
Tovar,  who  may  have  claimed  the  authorship.  On  the  strength  of  this  state- 
ment Clavigero,  with  others,  confirms  the  claim  to  the  ^nobilissimo  Gesuita 
Messicano.'  Torquemada,  i.  170-1,  ii.  120,  himself  not  spotless,  takes  ad- 
vantage of  the  confession  to  rail  at  Aoosta  for  borrowed  plumage,  mutilated 
at  that.  The  manuscripts,  now  in  the  Biblioteca  Kacional  de  Madrid,  are 
written  in  double  columns  and  illustrated  with  numerous  plates.  Pinelo, 
BpUome,  ii.  7 1 1 ,  refers  to  them  as  in  two  parts.  A  few  copies  have  been  taken, 
mine  forming  three  volumes.  A  set  obtained  by  Josd  Fernando  Ranurez,  one 
of  Maximilian's  ministers,  was  prepared  by  him  for  publication,  but,  owinff  to 
the  death  of  the  imperial  patron,  only  the  first  68  chapters  were  issued  at 
Mexico,  1867,  in  one  volume,  with  notes  and  considerable  changes  of  the 
style.  This  mutilation,  as  some  term  it,  may  have  been  a  reason  for  the 
seizure  of  the  whole  edition,  together  with  the  separate  plates,  by  the  repub- 
Ecan  government.  Only  a  few  copies  escaped  this  fate,  one  of  which  I  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining.  Although  independent  issue  was  lonff  withheld  from 
Duran,  he  has  at  least  enjoyea  the  honor  of  being  associated  with  one  pos- 
sessed of  far  greater  fame  than  he  himself  could  ever  hope  to  achieve. 

The  motives  which  impelled  Joseph  de  Acosta  to  write  on  America  were 
quite  pretentious.  Among  the  many  Spanish  books  on  the  New  World,  he  says : 
'I  have  not  scene  any  other  author  which  treates  of  the  causes  and  reasons  of 
these  novelties  and  wonders  of  nature,  or  that  hath  made  any  search  thereof. 
Neither  have  I  read  any  booke  wMch  maketh  mention  of  the  histories 
of  the  antient  Indians,  and  naturall  inhabitants.'  With  a  view  to  repair 
these  omiflsions  he  issued  De  NaJtvra  Novl  Orbia  libri  dvo,  et  de  Promvlffc^ 
Hone  Eva/ngeUiy  ofpvd  Barbaroe,  give  de  Proevranda  Indorvm  SalvU  Libri  sex, 
BalmantiooB,  1589.  The  first  part,  De  Natura^  is  a  philosophic  dissertation 
<■!  physical  features,  on  the  probable  knowledge  among  the  ancients  of  a 
weatem  hemisphere,  and  on  the  origin  of  the  Indians.    The  second  part,  in 
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•iz  books,  bearing  a  Mpai&te  imprint  under  1688,  though  published  only  in 
connection  with  the  previous  two  books,  treats  entirely  of  the  method  and 
progress  of  Indian  conyersion.  The  Natura  was  translated  into  Spanish,  and 
mcorporated,  with  some  amendments,  in  the  Hiatoria  NatvrtU  y  moral  de  Uu 
IndkUy  Sevilla,  1590,  dedicated  to  Infanta  Isabel,  which  treats  also  of  Indian 
history  and  customs,  and  refers  briefly  to  the  conquest.  The  work  achieved 
sreat  success,  and  was  reproduced  in  numerous  editions,  in  nearly  every 
language,  though  often  without  Acoeta's  name,  and  in  distorted  form,  aa  in 
De  Brv  and  some  German  versions.  This  may  not  be  considered  bad  treat- 
ment by  those  who  charge  Aoosta  with  plagiarism,  although  he  frankly  ad- 
mits following  a  number  of  authors,  among  them  '  es  vno  Polo  Ondecnrdo, 
aquien  communmente  sigo  en  las  cosas  de  el  Piru :  y  en  las  materias  de  Mexico 
loan  de  Touar  prebendado  que  f  ue  de  la  Iglesia  de  Mexico,  y  agora  es  religiose 
de  nuestra  Compaiiia  de  lesvs.  El  q^ual  por  orden  del  Virrey  hizo  do  Martin 
Enriquez  dilig§te,  y  copiosa  auerigaci5  de  las  historias  antiguas.  *  See  p.  396. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  interest  and  value  of  the  work  are  owing  chiefly 
to  the  circumstance  that  the  original  authorities  have  remained  sealed,  until 
lately  at  least;  for,  despite  its  pretentious  aim,  the  pages  are  marred  by 
frequent  indications  of  the  then  prevalent  superstition  and  credulity.  The 
Procvrando  Indorvm  Saivtc  is  more  in  consonance  with  the  character  of  the 
Jesuit  missionary  and  scholastic. 

Bom  at  Medina  del  Campo  about  1539,  he  had  in  his  fourteenth  year  joined 
the  Society,  to  which  four  brothers  already  belonged.  After  studying  and 
teaching  theoloffy  at  Ocana,  he  proceeded  in  1571  to  Peru,  where  he  became 
the  second  provmcial  of  his  order.  Returning  to  Spain  seventeen  years  later— 
*  post  annoe  in  Peruano  regno  exactos  quindeciem,  in  Mexicano  &  Insulariboa- 
duos,'  says  the  dedication  of  1588  to  Philip  II.,  in  De  Natora  of  1589— he 
gained  the  favor  of  the  king,  occupied  the  offices  of  visitador  and  superior, 
and  died  as  rector  at  Salamanca,  Februaiy  15, 1600.  Several  other  works,  in 
print  and  manuL'cript,  chiefly  theologic,  are  attributed  to  him — see  CavMHy 
10i-l3 — among  them  Dt  la  erianoa  at  Cyro,  dedicated  to  Fillpe  IIL  in  1592, 
wliich  was  also  a  borrowed  text,  irom  Xenophon,  and  remained  a  manuscript 
in  the  Royal  library. 
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CHAPTER    XXVI. 

LA  NOCHE   TRISTB. 

June  90,  1520. 

The  Gaptitx-Kino  Draica  Carried  too  Far — Better  had  the  Span- 
iards Taken  Montezuma's  Advice,  and  have  Departed  vhils 
Opportunttt  Offered — Diploicatic  Value  of  a  Dead  Body — Ne- 
cessitt  for  an  Immediate  Evacuation  of  the  City — ^Departure  from 
thb  Fort — Midnight  Silence — The  Citt  Roused  by  a  Woman's 
Crt  — The  Fugitives  Fiercely  Attacked  on  All  Sides  — More 
Horrors. 

And  now  what  must  have  been  the  feelings  of  the 
invaders,  who,  like  the  ancient  mariner,  had  killed 
the  bird  that  made  the  breeze  blow  I  For  assuredly 
they  were  responsible  for  the  emperor's  death.  Indeed, 
the  direct  charge  of  murder  against  Cortds  has  not 
been  wanting,  even  among  Spanish  chroniclers;  but 
this  was  owing  greatly  to  the  eflfort  of  the  general  to 
extricate  the  army  from  its  desperate  situation  while 
the  enemy  was  supposed  to  be  distracted  by  grief  and 
engaged  in  solemn  obsequies.  We  may  be  sure,  how- 
ever, that  the  Spaniards  did  not  kill  Montezuma;  that 
they  did  not  even  desire  his  death;  but  regarded  it 
at  this  juncture  as  the  greatest  misfortune  which  could 
happen  to  them.*  For  in  the  vast  evolvings  of  their 
fast,  unfathomable  destiny,  they  were  now  all  like 
sea-gulls  poised  in  mid-air  while  following  a  swiftly 
flying  ship. 

'  Acoording  to  the  version  of  the  rabid  Daran,  based  on  native  paintings 
and  narratives,  the  bodies  of  the  prisoners  were  found  in  the  fort  aiter 
its  evacuation,  that  of  Montezuma  with  five  stabs  in  the  breast.  Hist. 
Ind.t  MS.,  ii.  477-9.  Acosta  seems  rather  to  favor  the  story,  improbable  as 
several  of  its  points  are.  II iU,  Ind.,  524.  To  some  extent  it  rests  ou  the 
statement  repeated  by  Ixtlilzochitl,  which  assumes  that  Cacama,  who  haa 

(468) 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  the  manoeuvring  on  both 
sides  over  the  dead  monarch,  who  having  minis- 
tered so  faithfully  to  his  enemies  while  living,  must 
needs  continue  in  the  service  after  death.  The  hostile 
chiefs  were   called  and  informed  of  the  sad  conse- 

made  himself  particularly  olmoxioiis  to  the  Spaniards,  was  killed  with  47 
stabs  before  the  fort  was  evacoated.  Hist,  Chieh,  ,301 .  A  more  severe  aooount  is 
found  in  a  manuscript  fragment  in  Ramirez'  collecticm,  written  by  a  Tezcucan, 
wherein  it  is  related  that  a  sword  was  thrust  into  the  intestines,  'por  la  parte 
baxa.'  The  body  was  thereupon  taken  to  the  roof,  as  if  to  address  the 
people.  A  stone  struck  the  head,  and  now  the  Spaniards  proclaimed  that  this 
tiad  caused  the  death.  Soc.  Mex.  Oeog,,  BoUUn,  x.  362.  This  is  substantiaUy 
repeated  in  IxtlilxochUl,  Bel.,  457.  A  stronger  testimony,  however,  comes 
from  Sahagun,  who  states  that  Cortte  recommended  to  his  followers  the  mur- 
der of  the  prisoners  in  order  to  tenify  the  natiyes  and  to  assume  the  mastery. 
'  Y  lo  primero  que  hioieron,  fue  dkr  €&rrote  k  Motecuh^uma,  y  k  Itzquauhtzin, 
Senor  de  Tlatelolco,  y  k  otros.*  Version  in  Torquemada,  L  498,  and  in  Saha* 
gun.  Hist.  Conq.  [ed.  1840],  113.  The  issue,  modified  by  the  censor,  merelv 
states  that  the  bcndies  were  found  near  a  stone,  Teoaioc,  outside  the  fort.  Id, 
[ed.  1829],  31.  This  aooount  has  received  its  chief  support  in  the  guoH 
admission  of  Torquemada ;  and  when  he,  the  otherwise  zealous  champion  of 
the  conquerors,  takes  such  a  view,  others  may  be  pardoned  for  accepting  it.  '  Y 
que  esto  aia  sido  asi,  puede  ser  poeible,  pues  para  tenerse  por  seguros,  le 
avian  prendido;  y  viendo  aeora,  que  no  bastaba  la  prision,  vsariaa  de  este 
vltimo  medio,  para  v^r  si  le  aplacaban,  y  atemori^aban  estos  Mexicanos.' 
L  498-9.  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg  accepts  the  version,  and  adds  that  Monte- 
Buma  was  told  of  his  fate  and  urgea  to  accept  baptism.  'On  r^pandit 
aussitOt  la  nouvelle  de  sa  mort  comme  s'il  eiit  expire  naturellement.'  Uenoe 
even  tlie  soldiers  did  not  know  of  the  murder.  Hut,  Nat,  Civ,,  iv.  330-1. 
Bustamante,  of  course,  adopts  anything  Sahagun  may  say  a^^st  the  Span- 
iards; and  Carbajal  takes  Torquemada's  view.  Hist.  Mex,,  ii.  375,  as  does 
Beltrami,  eager  for  any  sensation.  Mex,,  ii.  145.  Vetancurt  seeks  to  recon- 
cile conflicting  opinions  by  assuming  that  when  Montezuma  died  Itzquauhtzin 
and  several  other  prisoners  were  murdered  and  cast  out  together  with  the 
emperor's  bod;^,  in  order  to  terrify  the  Mexicans  and  occupy  their  attention 
while  the  Spaniards  hurried  away.  TecUro  Mex, ,  pt  ill.  142.  *  lo  non  poeso  per- 
suadermi,'  says  Clavigero,  'che  gli  Spaffnuoli  si  risolvessero  a  toglier  la  vita 
ad  un  Re,  a  cui  doveano  tanti  beni,  e  oafia  cui  morte  non  potevano  aspettarsi, 
se  non  molti  mali'  Storia  Mesa.,  iii.  131.  Solis  cannot  TOlieve  Ck>rte8  guilty 
of  an  act  so  bad  and  reckless.  Hist.  Mex.,  ii.  150-1.  Preecott  disposes  of  the 
charge  as  an  'absurdity'  and  a  'monstrous  imputation.'  Hist,  Mex.,  ii.  321. 
It  must  be  considered,  however,  that  the  Spaniards  did  seek  to  profit  by  the 
death;  and  scruples  about  '  killing  a  dog  of  an  Indian,'  as  they  had  so  lately 
termed  him,  could  not  have  weiched  wil^  such  men  when  their  interests 
were  concerned;  how  much  less  when  their  lives  were  at  stake?  The  whole 
argument,  then,  may  be  said  to  depend  on  the  question  whether  Montezuma 
was  more  valuable  as  captive  or  as  corpse.  If  the  people  manifested  little 
respect  for  the  living  ruler,  the  Spaniaras  could  have  had  no  reason  to  expect 
more  for  the  dead.  His  death  would  only  have  loosened  the  bond  which  still 
restrained  a  vast  number,  whether  of  kindred  or  of  mere  subjects,  and  given 
the  hostile  leaders  fresh  motives  and  strength  for  their  operations.  Besides, 
Montezuma  must  have  retained  a  great  influence  outsiae  the  city,  which  a 
fugitive  army  would  have  found  of  service.  The  recognition  of  tlus  influ- 
ence is  shown  by  the  efiMs  made  to  save  the  imperial  children,  as  noticed 
£ven  by  the  most  rabid  aoensers  of  the  Spaniaxds.  It  may  be  mentioned 
that  no  charge  is  brought  forward  in  the  residendas  either  against  Cort^  or 
Alvarado. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  EMPEBOB'S  BODY.  465 

quences  of  their  outrage  on  the  emperor.  The  body 
would  be  sent  to  them,  so  that  they  might  accord 
it  the  last  honors.  The  leaders  replied  curtly  that 
they  had  now  a  new  chief,  and  cared  no  longer  for 
Montezimia,  dead  or  alive.  The  corpse  was  neverthe- 
less carefully  arrayed  in  fitting  robes  and  given  in 
charge  of  two  prisoners,  a  priest  and  a  chief,^  with  in- 
structions to  carry  it  to  the  Mexican  camp,  and 
explain  the  circumstances  of  the  death  and  the  grief 
of  the  Spaniards.  On  appearing  outside  the  fort  a 
leader  motioned  them  back,  and  would  probably  have 
used  force  but  for  the  priestly  character  of  the  bearers, 
behind  whom  the  gate  had  been  closed.  A  few  mo- 
ments later  they  disappeared  from  view.  The  disre- 
spect shown  the  living  was  not  spared  the  dead.  As 
the  corpse  was  borne  through  the  streets  jeers  and 
insults  fell  from  Ups  which  formerly  kissed  the  ground 
on  which  the  monarch  had  stood.  Many  declared 
that  a  coward  like  Montezuma,  who  had  brought  so 
many  misfortunes  on  the  country,  was  not  worthy  of 
even  ordinary  burial.*  The  imperial  party  managed, 
however,  to  secure  the  body,  and,  assisted  by  those  to 
whom  the  royal  blood  and  high  priestly  character  of 
the  deceased  outweighed  other  feelings,  an  honorable 
though  quiet  cremation  was  accorded  in  the  Celpalco, 
where  Sahagun  intimates  that  the  ashes  remained.* 

'  Apanecatl,  according  to  Brasseur  de  Boorboui^,  Hist.  Nat,  Civ,,  iv.  332. 
Bernal  Diaz  sends  these  men  to  carry  the  news  of  the  death,  and  following 
tiiem  were  six  high  personages  and  most  of  the  captive  priests,  carrying  the 
body.  Higt,  Ver&d,,  106. 

'  Stones  were  thrown  upon  the  cortege,  and  it  was  driven  from  quarter  to 

goartor.  Finally  Apanecatl  took  refuge  in  the  palace  where  Caitlahuatzin 
eld  forth,  and  appealed  to  him,  only  to  be  reptused  by  his  courtiers.  The 
body  was  nevertheless  secured  by  a  friendly  party.  Manuscrit  Nahttcttl,  1576, 
in  irasaeur  de  Bourbourg,  Hist.  Nat.  Civ.,  iv.  333. 

*  'Hicieron  todas  las  solemnidades  que  solian  hacer Mocthecuzoma  lo 

enterraron  en  Mexico. . .  .algunos  decian  mal  de  Mocthecuzoma  porque  habia 
sido  muy  crueL'  Hist,  Conq.,  31.  *  Vimos  d  hizierO  muy  gran  llanto,  4  bie 
oimos  Uu  gritas,  y  aullidos  4  por  hi  dauan.*  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  105. 
'  Hizieron  muy  gran  llanto,  para  enterrar  al  rey  en  Ghapultepec.  Oamara, 
Hist.  Mex.,  154.  Herrera  combines  these  two  authorities  in  saying  'le 
deuieron  de  enterrar  en  el  monte  de  Chapultep^que,  porque  alii  se  oy6  vn 
gran  Uanto.'  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  x.  He  forgets  that  Chapultepeo  lay  three 
miles  off.  Torquemada  corrects  Herrera,  and  insists  that  the  '  Ck>palco'  was 
HwT.  Max.,  Vol.  L    80 
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Shortly  after  the  body  had  left  the  Spanish  quarters 
Cortes  sent  a  fresh  message  to  the  Mexicans,  believmg 
that  by  this  time  the  presence  of  the  august  dead 
might  have  had  its  effect  on  them.  He  pointed  out 
the  respect  due  to  the  remains  of  a  sovereign,  and  pro- 
posed a  cessation  of  hostilities  with  that  view,  and 
till  they  had  elected  a  successor,  one  more  worthy  than 
the  present  leader,  who  had  driven  them  to  rebel.' 
The  chiefs  replied  that  the  Spaniards  need  trouble 
themselves  about  nothing  but  their  own  safety.  They 
might  come  forth,  they  added  tauntingly,  to  arrange 
a  truce  with  their  new  leader,  whose  heart  was  not  so 
easily  moulded  as  that  of  Montezuma.  Respect  for 
the  emperor,  the  Spaniards  replied,  had  made  them 
hitherto  lenient  toward  his  people,  but  if  they  re- 
mained obstinate  no  further  mercy  would  be  shown, 
and  not  one  Mexican  would  be  spared.  "  Two  days 
hence  not  one  Spaniard  will  be  alive  1"  was  the  retort 

Hostilities  were  thereupon  resumed,  and  Cortes 
did  not  delay  the  prearranged  attempt  to  complete 
the  capture  of  the  approach  to  Tlacopan.  The  pres- 
ence of  the  imperial  corpse  had  either  a  retarding 
influence  on  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  or  else  the 
Spaniards  sallied  unexpectedly  and  fought  with  greater 
energy,  for  the  four  remaining  bridges  were  gained 
with  little  difficulty,  and  twenty  horsemen  passed  on 
to  the  shore,  while  the  infantry  and  allies  took  posses- 
sion of  the  route,  and  began  filling  in  the  channels 
with  ddbris,  so  as  to  form  a  solid  path,  or  to  repair  the 

the  place.  He  gives  apecimeiiB  of  the  insults  offered  during  the  cremation, 
i.  499.  *£8taban  indignados  contra  6V  IxailxockUl,  Hist,  Chieh.,  301.  It 
has  been  asserted  by  some,  says  Duran,  that  the  ashes  were  scattered  to  the 
winds,  as  unworthy  of  preservation.  Hist.  Ind. ,  MS. ,  ii.  479.  Acosta  attempts 
a  modification  by  stating  that  the  body  being  contemptuously  rejected,  a  ser- 
vant burned  it,  'y  puso  sus  cenizas  ddde  pudo  en  lugar  harto  desechado.' 
Hist.  Ind, ,  524.  The  burial-place  has  certainly  not  been  pointed  out  to  pos- 
terity. According  to  Sahagun,  the  body  of  Itzquauhtzin  was  'cast  forth' 
from  the  quarters,  together  with  that  of  Montezuma,  and  was  taken  in  charge 
bv  his  subjects  of  Tlatelulco,  by  whom  he  was  greatly  beloved  and  mourned, 
ubi  sup.  To  'cast  forth'  the  bodies  could  have  been  only  a  needless  insult^ 
which  Cortes  was  too  prudent  to  inflict  on  the  people. 

^  'Que  al^assen  a  su  primo  del  Montezuma,  one  oon  nosotros  estaua,  por 

Bey.'  BemaX  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  105.    *Dixo  Cortes el  se  queria  hallar 

a  sus  honras.'  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  x. 
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bridges  at  the  deeper  places.  At  this  time  a  messen- 
ger arrived  with  the  announcement  from  the  chiefs 
who  were  directing  the  siege  of  the  fort  that  they 
were  willing  to  treat  for  peace.  Leaving  the  forces 
in  charge  of  Velazquez,  Cortes  hurried  with  some 
horsemen  to  answer  the  welcome  summons.  The 
chiefs  proposed  that  if  pardon  was  granted  them  for 
past  offences  they  would  raise  the  siege,  repair  the 
bridges  and  causeways,  and  return  to  peaceful  inter- 
course. In  order  to  arrange  the  conditions  they  de- 
manded the  liberation  of  the  captured  high-priest. 
This  was  at  once  agreed  to,  and  aiter  some  discussion 
messengers  were  despatched  to  different  parts  of  the 
city,  bearing  orders,  it  was  said,  to  stay  hostilities. 
It  is  somewhat  singular  that  the  astute  Cortes 
should  have  given  such  ready  credence  to  proposals 
so  advantageous  to  himself.  Yet  this  appears  to  have 
been  the  case.  Delighted  with  the  happy  adjust- 
ment of  affairs,  he  ordered  prepared  a  grand  supper; 
but  he  had  hardly  seated  himself  at  table  before 
tidings  reached  him  that  the  Mexicans  had  returned 
to  the  attack  on  the  causeway,  largely  reinforced  by 
land  and  water,  and  were  regaining  the  bridges  taken 
that  day.  The  conference  had  been  a  ruse  to  throw 
the  Spaniards  off  their  guard,  to  obtain  the  release  of 
the  high-priest,  from  whom  besides  much  information 
was  expected  about  the  condition  of  the  besieged, 
and  to  gain  time  for  bringing  up  reinforcements.* 
Fearful  that  his  retreat  would  yet  be  cut  off,  Cortds 
galloped  back  to  the  causeway,  threw  himself  on  the 
enemy,  recovered  the  bridges,  and  was  soon  in  hot 
pursuit  of  the  flying  Mexicans.  He  had  not  pro- 
ceeded far,  however,  when  the  Indians,  who  had 
rushed  for  safety  into  the  lake  and  the  canals,  were 

*  Prescott,  following  Clavigero,  assumes  that  the  whole  was  an  artifice  to 
liberate  the  two  captive  priests,  one  of  whom  was  indispensable  in  the  event 
of  a  coronation.  Mex,,  vl  338.  Brassenr  de  Boarbour^  supposes  that  the  par- 
ley was  conducted  by  the  party  favorable  to  the  Spaniards,  and  duped  by  the 
stranger  faction,  which  never  intended  to  adhere  to  the  arrangement.  Hist. 
Not  CVv.,  321. 
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encouraged  to  return  to  the  attack  and  cut  off  the 
cavalry.  With  furious  charges  they  drove  the  guard 
from  the  bridges,  and  began  to  destroy  them  and 
remove  the  filling.'  The  causeway  swarmed  again 
with  foes,  and  the  water  round  it  was  alive  with  canoes, 
whence  myriads  of  imissiles  were  directed  against  the 
horsemen  as  they  pushed  their  way  back.  On  reach- 
ing the  last  causeway  breach,  nearest  the  city,  the 
riders  feared  they  would  be  overwhelmed,  for  here 
the  enemy  was  gathered  in  masses  and  had  destroyed 
the  passage.  Nothing  was  left  for  them  but  to  take 
to  the  water,  midst  a  storm  of  stones  and  darts,  while 
lines  of  spears  and  javelins  pressed  against  them  from 
the  land  and  from  canoes.  The  party  was  thrown  in 
disorder,  and  one  rider  was  pitched  from  his  saddle 
during  the  mfilde,  obstructing  the  passage  to  the  rest.' 
Cortes  remained  the  last  to  cover  the  retreat,  and 
single-handed  now  and  then  turned  on  the  swarming 
warriors,  striking  with  the  energy  of  despair.  Eager 
to  secure  the  great  general,  the  enemy  pressed  heavily 
upon  him,  and  but  for. the  stout  armor  protecting 
himself  and  the  horse  he  would  certainly  have  per- 
ished. As  it  was,  he  received  two  severe  wounds  in 
the  knee,  besides  many  scratches.  The  last  Spaniard 
having  left  the  bank,  Cortes  rang  loud  his  San  Pedro 
cry,  and  clearing  the  way  he  leaped  his  heavily  laden 
horse  across  the  chasm,  six  feet  in  width,  and  quickly 
left  behind  him  the  discomfited  crowd.  "  Had  not 
God  helped  me,"  he  writes,  "that  moment  would  have 
been  my  last."  Indeed,  it  was  already  rumored  in  the 
city  that  he  was  dead.  It  being  found  impossible  to 
hold  the  causeway  bridges,  a  guard  was  left  only  at 
the  others,  while  the  remainder  of  the  troops  returned 
to  the  fort,  worn-out  and  demoralized.* 

^  'Ck)mo  los  peones  estaban  canaados  y  heridoe  y  atemorizados; ningimo 

me  siguid.  A  cuya  causa,  deapii^s  de  pasadas  yo  laa  puentes . . . .  Uw  hall^  tonia- 
das.'  CorUSf  Cartcu,  134.     Where  had  he  left  hia  prudence? 

'  'Halld  d todoa  loa  de  cabaUo  que  oonmigo  iban,  caidos  eneUa,  y  un caballo 
•nelto.'  Id. 

*  With  a  lo6s  of  over  twenty  men.  BerruU  Diaz,  H%st,  Verdad.,  105.  Thia 
Author  places  all  the  fighting  on  the  causeway  on  one  day,  a  ThuxBday,  the 
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Long  since  it  had  been  agreed  among  the  Span- 
iards that  the  city  must  be  evacuated;  time  and 
method  were  the  only  questions.  The  former  of  these 
was  now  resolved  on  by  the  council :  it  should  be  this 
very  night.  It  was  safer  to  meet  the  issue  now  than 
later.  The  enemy  was  hourly  reinforced.  Perilous 
indeed  was  the  undertaking  to  pass  with  luggage, 
war  stores,  prisoners,  and  women  over  the  broken 
causeway  in  the  darkness;  but  to  remain  was  death. 
Botello,  the  astrologer,  had  declared  for  this  time, 
and  so  it  was  determined.  For  Botello  was  wise  and 
prudent,  knowing  Latin  and  the  stars;  he  had  foretold 
the  greatness  of  Cortds,  and  had  recommended  his 
night  attack  on  Narvaez,  and  general  and  soldiers 
believed  in  him."*  Had  he  lived  a  century  or  two 
later  his  words  might  have  been  employed  as  the  vox 
stellamm  by  the  almanac  makers.  The  Mexicans  had 
said  that  they  would  make  it  a  time  of  sore  distress, 
any  attempted  escape  of  the  intruders,  a  time  when 
men  must  struggle,  and  women  would  pray  and  weep ; 
and  if  so,  it  were  no  worse  for  the  fugitives  that  black 
night  should  fling  her  mantle  over  the  bloody  scene. 

Since  the  Indians  were  supposed  to  have  destroyed 
the   crossing  at  the  causeway  channels,  a  portable 

day  of  eyacoating  Mexico,  and  the  day  following  the  surrender  of  Montezuma's 
body.  Herrera,  who  is  far  more  confused,  has  a  sally  on  this  day  in  three 
directions,  one  being  the  Tlacopan  road;  but  the  operations  on  the  latter  route 
are  only  partially  told,  and  the  rest  referred  to  the  third  day  of  the  siege. 
There  are  also  several  contradictions  to  aid  in  confusing  the  many  who  follow 
him.  Herrtra^  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xi.  Prescott  abandons  himself  to  the  guidance 
of  Clavigero  for  the  occurrences  of  these  days,  but  embellishes  the  narrative 
with  some  incidents  belonging  to  the  siege  of  Alvarado. 

*••  Botello afirmd  que supiessen  que  moriria  el  o  su  hermano,  y 

algnnos  de  la  cOpifiia,  y  qui  se  saluaria  el  Capitan,  y  otros  muchos,  y  ninguno 
si  salian  de  dia.  Herrera^  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xi.  *  Hora  lo  creyesen,  hora  no. ' 
Oomaray  Hist.  Mex.,  159.  *  Anteponendo  le  vane  osservazioni  di  quel  meschino 
Soldato  alia  luce  della  pmdenza  militare,'  is  the  indignant  comment  of  Clavi- 
eero,  Storla  ifrw.,  iii.  135.  But  there  is  no  doubt  that  'military  prudence' 
had  more  weight  in  the  matter  than  Botello's  words,  and  that  the  result  M'as 
not  due  to  his  advice.  Solis  casts  the  blame  of  crediting  the  'ignorant  char- 
latan' Botello  chiefly  on  the  majority  of  the  council,  to  whom  Cortes  yielded. 
Hist.  Mex,y  ii  171-2.  In  order  to  lull  any  suspicions  among  the  Mexicans, 
•ays  Bemal  Diaz,  a  leading  priest  and  some  other  captives  were  sent  to  the 
Mexican  camp  with  a  proposal  to  surrender  all  the  gold  if  the  Spaniards  were 
allowed  to  leave  in  peace  eight  days  later.  HUt.  Vtrdad,^  105. 
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bridge  was  made  with  which  to  effect  the  passage. 
Two  more  would  probably  have  been  made  had  time 
and  convenience  permitted,  but  misfortune  willed  it 
otherwise.  It  was  agreed  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
effects  must  be  left  behind  in  order  not  to  encumber 
the  march,  but  the  gold  demanded  special  care.  The 
royal  officials,  Mejfa  and  Avila,  were  charged  to  secure 
it,  and  for  this  purpose  a  number  of  carriers  were  as- 
signed, the  general  giving  also  one  of  his  own  mares. 
Their  convoy  was  intrusted  to  a  body  of  infantry, 
under  Alonso  de  Escobar."  The  secretary,  Hernandez, 
and  the  royal  notaries  were  called  to  testify  that  all 
had  been  done  that  was  possible.  There  still  remained 
a  large  quantity  of  the  bulky  jewels  belonging  to  the 
kinff ,  besides  a  mass  of  unappropriated  treasure,  which 
could  not  be  intrusted  to  carriers,  or  for  which  no 
carriers  were  found,  and  rather  than  leave  them  to 
the  'Indian  dogs'  Cortes  announced  that  the  soldiers 
might  take  all  they  wished — ^after  permitting  his  favor- 
ites the  first  selection.  He  warned  them,  however, 
that  the  more  they  took  the  more  their  safety  would 
be  endangered.  The  adherents  of  Cortes  do  not  ap- 
pear to  have  been  eager  to  encumber  themselves,  and 
bernal  Diaz  shared  this  prudence  in  taking  only  four 
chalchiuite  stones.  The  men  of  Narvaez  practised 
less  restraint,  and  many  loaded  themselves  with  the 
metal.  Cortes  was  afterward  charged  with  having 
appropriated  a  considerable  share  of  the  wealth  thus 
thrown  open;  he  certainly  had  funds  with  which  to 
send  for  horses,  war  material,  and  supplies." 

"  Lfjcddf,  Sffjunda  Prob,,  in  IcazbcUceta,  Col  Doe,,  ii.  424.  For  carrying  the 
royal  treasures  '  les  di6  siete  cauallos  heridos,  y  oojos,  y  vna  jregua,  y  machoi 
Indioa  Tlascaltecas,  que  Begun  dixeron,  fneron  maa  de  ochenta.'  BerHol  Dum, 
Hist.  Verdad.,  106. 

"Bemal  Diaz,  for  instance,  states  that  he  had  hardly  taken  the  four 
chalchiuites  for  his  share,  from  a  collection  in  a  mat,  when  Cort^  cave  orders 
to  his  mayordomo  to  secure  it.  loc  cit.  His  penchant  for  appropriating  large 
shares  to  himself  is  well  known.  Greed  of  gold  was  not  now  his  motive,  how- 
ever, but  rather  a  prudential  care  to  secure  means  for  his  plans,  and  he  could 
hardly  neglect  them  when  taking  so  great  care  of  the  royal  portion.  Martyr, 
Gomara,  and  Herrera  estimate  the  treasure  at  700,000  aucats,  chiefly  in 
bulky  jewels  according  to  Gomara.  Bemal  Diaz  reckons  in  pesos,  which  may 
mean  pesos  de  oro.    Peter  Martyr  assumes  it  to  have  been  the  general  fond^ 
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Sandoval  was  appointed  to  lead  the  van,  with  two 
hundred  infantry  and  twenty  horsemen,  assisted  by 
Ordaz,  Andres  de  Tapia,  and  others.  With  him  went 
fifty  men  under  Captain  Magarino  to  carry  the  bridge. 
They  were  pledged  to  remain  at  their  post  to  the  last, 
and  were  escorted  by  a  select  body  of  infantry  and  allies. 
For  the  middle  were  destined  the  baggage  and  treasure, 
the  prisoners  and  the  sick,  under  a  large  escort,  super- 
vised by  Cortes  himself,  who,  with  Olid,  Morla,  Avila, 
and  other  captains,  and  a  special  force  of  one  hundred 
men,  were  to  render  aid  where  needed.  The  artillery 
was  intrusted  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  Tlascaltecs  and 
fifty  soldiers,  and  the  rear  was  placed  in  charge  of 
Alvarado  and  Velazquez,  with  thirty  horsemen  and 
about  one  hundred  adherents  of  Cortes,  with  most  of 
the  men  of  Narvaez.  The  allied  forces,  of  whom  a 
number  appear  to  have  returned  home  during  the 
inaction  of  Montezuma's  captivity,  and  who  had 
suffered  greatly  during  the  siege,  must  still  have 
numbered  nearly  six  thousand  men,  including  car- 
riers, distributed  among  the  three  divisions. ^^  Among 
the  prisoners  Cortes  enumerates  the  legitimate  son  of 
Montezuma,  and  two  of  his  daughters,  probably  those 
bestowed  on  the  general  in  marriage.  King  Cacama 
and  his  younger  brother  and  successor,  and  several 

from  which  the  royal  fifth  had  been  set  apart  only  at  the  last  moment,  but 
not  apportioned,  dec.  y.  cap.  yi.  Solia  assumes  that  700,000  pesos  remained 
after  the  king's  portion  haa  been  deducted.  HUt,  Mex.,  174-5.  (hie  witness 
estimates  that  oyer  2,000,000  pesos  were  lost  during  that  night,  CorUs,  Besi- 
deneia,  ii.  414.  The  Carta  M  EjircUo  rednges  the  loss  to  400,000  pesos  de 
oro.  Another  witness  states  that  300,000  castellanos  remained  when  the  sol- 
diers were  told  to  help  themselves;  afterward  the  general  compelled  them 
to  surrender  what  had  been  thus  given,  only  to  keep  it  for  himself.  Cortis^ 
Besidencia^  i.  241-2.  'Lo  demds. . .  .lo  dimos  y  repartimos  por  los  espaftolea 
para  que  lo  sacasen,'  says  Cort^,  Cartas,  135,  which  may  be  interpreted 
as  either  giving  or  intrusting.  Whatever  may  have  been  left  after  the 
Spaniards  had  taken  their  Ic^ds  was  gleaned  by  the  allies.  Ownara,  Hist, 
Jfex.,  169. 

^  Bemal  Diaz  gives  Sandoval  100  young  unmarried  soldiers,  with  Francisco 
de  Acevedo,  the  cUmdy,  Ordaz,  Tapia,  and  eight  or  nine  of  Narvaez*  men,  cap- 
tams  on  his  vtafL  To  Gort^  he  gives  60  men,  and  adds  B.  V.  de  Tapia  to  his 
staff,  ffisi.  Verdad,^  105.  This  author  is  contradictory,  however.  Herrera 
places  Antonio  de  Quinones  as  Sandovars  chief  aid,  and  Olid  and  Ordaz  in 
the  rear.  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xi. ;  Qomara,  Hist,  Mex,^  160 ;  Cw'USt  CarUu,  134 ; 
SanUre^  Proceso  contra  Alvarado,  30  et  teq. 
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other  high  personages.^^    The  sick  were  to  be  carried 
in  hammocks  and  behind  riders. 

It  is  the  evening  of  the  30th  of  June."  Fiery 
copper  has  been  the  sky  that  day;  the  sun  blood-r^ 
and  moon-like,  turning  day  to  night,  when  night  is 
so  soon  to  be  employed  as  day.     As  the  hour  ap- 

5 roaches,  a  fog  sets  in,  which  thickens  into  mist  and 
enser  moisture  until,  to  favor  the  Spaniards,  provi- 
dence turns  it  to  a  drizzling  rain,"  thus  to  veil. their 
movements,  and  make  substantial  the  silence  of  the 
city,  the  lake,  the  distant  wood;  and  thereupon  all 
join  fervently  in  the  prayer  of  Father  Olmedo  and 
commend  their  lives  to  almighty  God. 

About  midnight  the  order  is  given  to  march." 
Stealthily  they  creep  down  the  temple  square  and 

^*  Herrera  adds  a  brother  of  Montezoma,  and  Sahagon  names  two  boob. 
Hist,  Conq.,  33.  So  does  Vetancurt,  although  he  assumes  that  one  was  sayed. 
TecUro  Mex, ,  pt.  iii.  142-3.  Ixtlilxochitl  gives  a  longer  list,  incladinff  two  sods 
of  Montezuma,  and  two  sons  and  four  daughters  oi  Nezahualpilli,  cm  Tezcnco. 
One  of  the  daughters  escaped,  but  it  was  not  the  beloved  of  Cortds,  who  had 
been  baptized  and  named  Juana.  Cacama  is  not  included  in  the  list,  becaoae 
he  is  assumed  to  have  been  stabbed  to  death  before  the  fort  was  evacuated. 
Hist.  Chich. ,  302 ;  HeUiciones,  390.  With  the  prisoners*  division  went  Marina» 
the  interpreter,  the  Tlasoaltec  princesses  Luisa  and  Elvira,  and  some  other 
women,  protected,  says  Bemal  Diaz,  by  30  soldiers  and  300  Tlascaltecs. 

'^  This  date  is  based  on  Cortes*  letter,  wherein  he  places  the  arrival  on 
Tlascala's  border  on  Sunday,  July  8th,  after  giving  a  clear  account  of  the  in- 
termediate days.  Any  doubt  about  this  date  is  removed  by  the  testimony  in 
Lejalde^  Segunda  Probanza,  in  icajhcUeetaj  CoL  Doc,  L  423,  wherein  the 
leading  captains  state  that  the  siege  lasted  six  days.  This  testimony  also 
clears  up  the  only  doubtful  point  in  Cortes'  account  of  the  siege  operations, 
where  he  disposes  of  the  wounding  and  death  of  Montezuma  in  one  aentencCy 
and  then  resumes  the  description  of  the  fighting  in  a  manner  that  haa  assisted 
to  mislead  Qomara  and  many  others  into  extending  the  stay  in  Mexico  till 
July  10th.  Ixtlilxochitl  adopts  this  date,  yet  in  the  Beladonett,  390,  412-13, 
he  states  that  the  siese  lasted  onlv  seven  da^.  Bemal  Diaz  places  the  eve  of 
the  departure  on  a  Thursday,  July  10th  [with  Cortes  it  is  Saturday],  yet  he 
dates  the  battle  of  Otumba  just  one  week  later  than  Cort^  HisL  Verdad,^ 
105,  108.  This  latter  date  induces  Zamacois  to  change  the  date  of  flight  to 
July  8th.  Hist.  M^j. ,  iiL  406-7.  *  La  notte  del  1  Luglio,  'says  Qavigero,  SUma 
Mesa.f  iii.  135,  but  his  reasons  for  the  date  are  wrong,  and  the  term  he  uses 
may  apply  also  to  the  night  following  that  adopted  in  the  text 

"^^  The  Spaniards  recognized  this  as  a  favoring  shield  direct  from  Ood,  aaya 
Duran,  Hist.  Ind.,  MS.,  li.  473-4. 

^^  Ojeda  was  instructed  to  see  that  no  sonmolent  or  sick  person  was  left 
He  found  one  man  asleep  on  the  roof  and  roused  him.  Herrtra^  dec  ii.  lib.  x. 
cap.  xi.  Cromara  takes  the  trouble  to  denv  the  statement  of  Cano  that  270 
men,  ignorant  of  Cort^'  departure,  were  left  behind  to  perish.  OvietU^  iii 
651.    A  later  note  will  exphun  the  cause  of  this  rumor. 
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reach  the  Tlacopan  road."  The  streets  are  wholly 
deserted.  All  is  quiet,  save  the  dull  rumble  of  tramp- 
ing soldiers.  The  blessed  rain,  or  some  supernatural 
interposition,  seems  to  keep  the  whole  city  within 
doors.  And  if  this  kind  power  will  but  have  patience 
and  not  desert  them  for  one  brief  hour — ah,  it  is  so 
easy  for  Omnipotence  to  help!  Along  the  road  like 
a  phantom  the  army  moves.  The  van  picks  up  the 
guard  at  the  canal  crossings.  The  causeway  is  almost 
reached.  Already  they  begin  to  breathe  freer;  a 
feeling  of  intense  relief  steals  into  their  breasts, 
and — Mother  of  God  I  what  noise  is  that?  It  is  the 
piercing  outcry  of  a  woman" — may  the  foul  fiend 
seize  her! — ^breaking  upon  the  stillness  like  a  warn- 
ing note  from  the  watch-tower  of  Avemus.  On  the 
instant  the  war-drum  of  the  Tlatelulco  temple  sends 
forth  its  doleful  sound,  chilling  the  fugitives  to  the 
very  heart's  core.  Quickly  its  tones  are  drowned  by 
the  nearer,  shriller  trumpet-blasts  and  shouts  of  war- 
riors, echoed  and  reechoed  from  every  quarter. 

Meanwhile  the  advance  column  had  reached  the 
sixth  bridge  crossing,**  the  first  to  connect  with  the 
causeway,  and  had  obliged  the  Mexican  picket  to 
retire,  after  exchanging  a  few  shots.  The  portable 
bridge  was  here  laid,  and  the  van  crossed  with 
quickened  steps,  followed  by  the  centre  with  the  bag- 
gage and  artillery.  At  this  juncture  the  enemy  fell 
upon  the  rear,  rending  the  air  with  their  yells,  send- 

^*  The  ravaging  sallieB  of  the  preceding  days,  which  had  involved  the  de- 
atmction  of  hoases  in  the  vicinity  and  along  the  approaches  to  Tlacopan,  had 
evidently  obliged  the  enemy  to  retire  from  these  streets  and  seek  shelter  else- 
where for  the  night.  Oviedo  assumes  that  Gort^  led  the  way,  but  Diaz  and 
Herrera  let  him  advance  only  when  the  first  troops  are  gnided  into  Tlacopan. 

'*  '  Pasaron  onatro  aceqoias,  y  antes  que  pasasen  las  demas  sali6  vna 
mueer  A  tomar  agua  y  vidlos.'  Sahatfun,  Hist.  Comj.,  32.  'A  devil,  without 
doubt,'  adds  Gaimu*go,  who  describes  her  as  a  keeper  of  an  eatixiff-house,  and 
indicates  exactly  the  location  of  her  house.  Hitt.  Tlax.^  167.  Gort^  states 
that  the  alarm  was  given  by  the  guard  at  the  first  breach  held  by  the 
Mexicans,  where  the  portable  bridge  was  laid  down.  Cartas,  136. 

*  Sahagun  names  this  MictiLantonco,  and  the  next  two  Tlantecayocan  and 
Petlacalco.  In  another  place  he  names  the  first  Tecpantzinco,  and  the  second 
or  third  Tolteacali.  HUit,  Conq,,  loc.  cit.,  and  [ed.  1840]  121-2.  Torquemada 
gives  the  second  breach  of  the  causeway  the  latter  name.  The  names  should 
probably  be  written  Tecpantzinco,  Tolteca-Acalulco,  and  Petlacalco. 
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ing  their  missiles  fast  and  furious,  while  from  the 
cross-roads  issued  a  swarm,  with  lance  and  sword,  on 
Alvarado's  flank.  Over  the  water  resounded  their 
cries,  and  canoes  came  crowdii^  round  the  causeway 
to  attack  the  forward  ranks.  To  add  to  the  horrors 
of  the  tumult,  several  men  and  horses  slipped  on  the 
wet  bridge  and  fell  into  the  water;  others,  midst 
heart-rending  cries,  were  crowded  over  the  edge  by 
those  behind.  All  the  rest  succeeded  in  crossing, 
however,  except  about  one  hundred  soldiers.  These, 
it  is  said,  bewildered  by  the  battle  cries  and  death 
shrieks,  turned  back  to  the  fort,  and  there  held  out  for 
three  days,  till  hunger  forced  them  to  surrender  and 
meet  the  fate  of  sacrificial  victims  at  the  coronation 
feast  of  Cuitlahuatzin.* 

The  half  mile  of  causeway  extending  between 
the  first  and  second  breaches  was  now  completely 
filled  with  Spaniards  and  allies,  whose  flanks  were 
harassed  by  the  forces  brought  forward  in  canoes  on 
either  side.  Dark  and  foggy  as  the  night  was,  the 
outline  of  the  Indian  crews  could  be  distinguished 
by  the  white  and  colored  tilmatli  in  which  many  of 
them  were  clad,  owing  to  the  coldness  of  the  air. 
Fearlessly  they  jumped  to  the  b&nks,  and  fought  the 
Spaniards  with  lance  and  javelin,  retreating  into  the 
water  the  moment  the  charge  was  over.  Some  crept 
up  the  road  sides,  and  seizing  the  legs  of  the  fugitives 
endeavored  to  drag  them  into  the  water.  So  crowded 
were  the  soldiers  that  they  could  scarcely  defend 
themselves;  aggressive  movements  were  out  of  the 
question. 

Repeated  orders  had  been  transmitted  to  Magarino 
to  hurry  forward  the  removal  of  his  bridge  to  the 
second  channel,  and,  seeing  no  more  soldiers  on  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  first  opening,  he  prepared  to 

*^  Thifl  nativa  rumor,  aa  recorded  in  the  mannscripts  used  by  Dnran,  Hid, 

Ind.,  MS.,  ii  476-7,  ia  probably  the  foundation  for  Canons  statement,  thai 

Cortes  abandoned  270  men  in  the  fort.    Herrera  reduces  them  to  100.     *  Que 

se  boluieron  a  la  torre  del  templo,  adonde  se  hizieron  fuertes  tres  dias.'  dec. 

•U.  lib.  X.  cap.  xii 
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obey,  but  the  structure  had  been  so  deeply  imbedded 
in  ^e  banks  from  the  heavy  traffic  that  his  men 
labored  for  some  time  in  vain  to  lift  it,  exposed  all  the 
while  to  a  fierce  onslaught.  Finally,  after  a  number 
of  the  devoted  band  had  succumbed,  the  bridge  was 
released,  but  before  it  could  be  drawn  over  the  cause- 
way the  enemy  had  borne  it  down  at  the  other  end  so 
as  effectually  to  wreck  it.*  The  loss  of  the  bridge 
was  a  great  calamity,  and  was  so  regarded  by  the 
troops,  hemmed  in  as  they  were  between  two  deep 
channels,  on  a  causeway  which  in  width  would  hold 
only  twenty  men  in  a  line.  On  all  sides  were  enemies 
thirsting  for  blood.  Presently  a  rush  was  made  for 
the  second  channel,  where  the  soldiers  had  already 
begun,  in  face  of  the  foe,  to  cross  on  a  single  beam, 
which  had  been  left  intact  when  the  bridge  was  de- 
stroyed. As  this  was  an  exceedingly  slow  process, 
many  took  to  the  water,  only  to  receive  their  death- 
blow at  the  hands  of  the  watermen.  Some  were  taken 
prisoners;  some  sank  beneath  their  burden  of  gold; 
the  horses  found  a  ford  on  one  side  where  the  water 
was  not  above  the  saddle 

The  canoes,  however,  were  as  numerous  here  as 
elsewhere,  and  their  occupants  as  determined;  and  the 
horsemen  had  the  greatest  trouble  to  keep  their  seats 
while  resisting  them.  The  general,  being  at  the  head, 
suffered  most.  At  one  time  some  Indians  seized  him 
by  the  legs  and  tried  to  drag  him  off.  The  footing 
of  the  horse  being  so  insecure,  the  attempt  would 
probably  have  succeeded  but  for  the  prompt  aid  of 
Antonio  de  Quinones,  and  Texmaxahuitzin,  a  Tlas- 
caltec,  known  afterward  as  Antonio,  Olid,  who  also 
came  to  the  rescue,  was  almost  overpowered,  but 
managed  to  free  himself  by  means  of  backhanded 
blows  from  his  muscular  arm.  One  of  the  cavalry, 
Juan  de  Salazar,  the  page  of  Cortes,  then  took  the 

"Bemal  Duz,  HUt,  Verdcid.,  106,  assumes  that  the  enemy  bore  it  down 
before  the  hagggge  train  had  crossed,  and  that  the  channel  was  filled  in  con- 
sequence withartiUery,  baffgaffe,  and  dead  bodies.  Gomara gets  the  bridge 
across  the  second  breach.    Both  must  be  mistaken,  however. 
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lead  to  clear  the  way  for  the  rest,  only  to  fall  a  victim 
to  his  zeaL  The  next  moment  his  master  had  gained 
the  bank,  and  thereupon  directed  the  troops  by  the 
ford." 

Thus  in  the  darkness  the  wild  roar  of  battle  con- 
tinued, the  commingling  shouts  and  strokes  of  com- 
batants falling  on  the  distant  ear  as  one  continuous 
moan.  The  canoes  now  pressed  on  the  fugitives  in 
greater  number  at  the  ford  than  in  the  channel. 
§andoval,  with  his  party,  had  swum  the  channel 
before  the  Mexicans  assembled  there  in  great  num- 
bers, and  was  now  leading  the  van  down  the  cause- 
way, scattering  the  assailants  right  and  left.  Little 
regular  fighting  was  attempted,  the  Spaniards  being 
intent  on  escaping  and  the  Mexicans  quickly  yielding 
before  the  cavalry,  taking  refuge  in  and  round  the 
canoes.  With  greater  hardihood  and  success,  how- 
ever, they  harassed  those  on  foot.  On  reaching 
the  next  channel,  which  was  the  last,  the  fugitives 
found  with  dismay  that  it  was  wider  and  deeper  than 
the  others,  and  with  bitter  regret  they  saw  their 
mistake  in  not  bringing  three  portable  bridges.  The 
enemy  was  here  also  gathering  in  ever  increasing 
force,  to  wateh  the  death  trap.  Every  effort  to  clear 
a  passage  was  stubbornly  resisted,  and,  the  soldiers 
growing  more  irresolute,  a  rider  was  sent  to  bring 
Cortes.  Before  he  arrived,  however,  Sandoval  had 
already  plunged  in  with  a  number  of  the  cavalry, 
followed  by  foot-soldiers,  who  seized  the  opportunity 
to  fall  into  the  wake,  by  either  holding  on  to  the 
trappings  of  the  horses  or  striking  out  for  them- 
selves. The  passage  was  extremely  diflScult,  and  more 
than  one  horseman  reeled  and  fell,  from  the  united 
pressure  of  friends  and  foes.  Those  who  followed 
suffered  yet  more,  being  pushed  down  by  comrades, 
struck  by  clubs  and  stones,  pierced  by  spears,  or,  most 

**  Canuurgo  relates  the  incideiits  of  the  passage  in  detail,  and  sayg  that 
Gort^  fell  into  a  hole  as  the  enemy  pounced  upon  him.  The  two  deliverers 
disputed  the  honor  of  having  rescued  the  general.  Uitt,  TZox.,  1^9. 
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horrible  of  all,  drawn  in  by  dusky  boatmen,  who  care- 
fully guarded  them  for  the  dread  stone  of  sacrifice. 

With  five  horsemen  Cortes  led  a  body  of  one  hun- 
dred infantry  to  the  mainland.  Accompanying  this 
force  was  a  number  of  carriers  with  treasures  secured 
by  the  general  and  his  friends.  Leaving  the  gold  in 
charge  of  Jaramillo,  with  orders  to  hold  the  entrance  of 
the  causeway  against  assailants  from  the  shore,  Cortes 
returned  to  the  channel  where  Sandoval  had  taken  a 
stand  to  keep  clear  the  bank  and  protect  the  passage. 
Tidings  coming  that  Alvarado  was  in  danger^  Cortes 
proceeded  to  the  rear,  beyond  the  second  channel,  and 
found  it  hotly  contested.  His  opportune  arrival  in- 
fused fresh  courage^  as  with  gallant  charges  he  relieved 
the  troops  from  the  terrible  pressure.  He  looked  in 
vain  for  many  comrades  who  had  been  placed  at  this 
post,  and  would  have  gone  in  search  of  them  had  not 
Alvarado  assured  him  that  all  the  living  were  there. 
He  was  told  that  the  guns  reserved  for  the  rear  had 
for  a  while  been  directed  with  sweeping  effect  against 
the  ever  growing  masses  of  warriors  around  them;  but 
finally  a  simultaneous  attack  from  the  canoe  crews 
on  either  side,  and  from  the  land  forces  to  the  rear, 
impelled  by  their  own  volume,  had  overwhelmed  the 
narrow  columns  nearest  the  city,  together  with  their 
cannon,  killing  and  capturing  a  large  number,  and 
throwing  the  rest  into  the  panic-stricken  condition 
from  which  he  had  just  extricated  them. 

Leaving  Alvarado  to  cover  the  rear  as  best  he 
could,  Cortes  hastened  to  direct  the  passage  of  the 
middle  channel.  What  a  sight  was  there!  Of  all  the 
bloody  terrors  of  that  dark,  sorrowful  night,  this  was 
the  most  terrible!  A  bridge  had  been  wanting,  and 
behold,  the  bridge  was  there!  With  dead  and  living 
fugitives  the  chasm  on  either  side  the  slippery  beam 
had   been  filled,^  and  now  the   soldiers   and  allies 

**  <E1  fo0O  ae  hinchd  hasta  arriba;. . .  .y  lot  de  la  retrognardia  paaaroD  sobre 
1m  muertoB.  Loa  eipaflolea  que  aqul  qaedaron  muertos  fueron  tresoientos,  y 
da  loa  tlazcaltecaa  y  otroa  indioa  amigoa  fueron  mas  de  doe  mil.'  ScthagtMf 
HiiL  Conq.  (ed.  1840),  122. 
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were  rushing,  heedless  of  the  groans  beneath  them, 
across  this  gory  support,  still  narrow  and  full  of  gaps, 
to  be  filled  l)y  the  next  trippinff  fugitive.  Scattered 
pell-mell  on  the  bank  lay  the  baggage  and  artilleiTi 
abandoned  by  the  fleeing  carriers,  which,  proving  only 
an  obstruction,  Cortes  ordered  it  thrown  into  the 
channel  in  order  to  widen  the  crossing. 

But  the  end  was  not  yet.    Great  as  had  been  the 
woe,  it  was  yet  to  be  increased  at  the  last  and  wider 
channel.    Here  was  indeed  a  yawning  abyss,  having 
Ukewise  a  single  remaining  beam,  whose  narrow  slip- 
pery surface  served  rather  as  a  snare  than  a  support* 
The  necessarily  slow  motion  of  the  train  had  enabled 
the  Mexicans  to  come  up  in  swarms,  and  like  sharks 
surround  the  chasm.     Harassed  on  every  side,  and 
with  an  avalanche  rolling  against  the  rear,  the  re- 
treating thought  only  of  escaping  the  new  danger, 
and  at  once.    They  threw  aside  their  arms  and  treas- 
ures and  plunged  in,  bearing  one  another  down  re- 
gardless of  any  claims  of  friendship  or  humanity. 
And  woful  to  hear  were  the  heart-rending  cries  from 
that  pit  of  Acheron.    Some  begged  help  of  Mary  and 
Santiago;  some  cursed  their  fato  and  him  who  had 
brought  them  to  it,  while  manv  sank  with  mute 
despair  into  the  arms  of  death ;  and  over  all  roared  the 
wild  cries  and  insults  of  the  Mexicans.     In  strong 
contrast  to  the  panic-stricken  men  appeared  a  woman, 
Maria  de  Estrada,  who,  with  shield  and  sword,  faced 
the  enemy  like  a  lioness,  standing  forth  among  the 
men  as  a  le^er,  and  astonishing  friend  and  foe  with 
her  prowess.* 

Cortds  did  all  he  could,  as  became  an  able  com- 
mander and  valiant  soldier,  to  save  his  men.  He  was 
indefatigable  in  his  eflforts,  being  everywhere  present, 
encouraging,  guiding,  and  protecting.  Yet  his  posi- 
tion was  most  trying;  there  were  that  night  so  many 

^  Bamhfz^  Proeeto  cmUra  Alvarado,  4,  53,  08. 

"  '  Caa6  esta  Seiiora,  oon  Pedro  Sanches  Furfaa  [who  aeiBBd  KarrMs],  j 
dieronle  en  Enoomienda  el  Pueblo  de  Tetela.'    She  manied  a  Moond 
and  died  in  Paebla.  Torquemada,  L  fiOi. 
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brave  soldiers  given  over  to  despair,  so  many  ears 
deaf  to  commands  and  prudent  counsel.  Unable  to 
do  more  at  the  channels,  he  hastened  to  look  to 
those  who  had  crossed  and  were  proceeding  in  strag- 
gling bands  to  join  Jaramillo.  Heedless  of  companies 
or  officers,  the  soldiers  had  banded  in  parties  of  a 
score  or  two,  and  sword  in  hand,  where  this  had  not 
been  thrown  away,  they  were  hurrying  down  the 
causeway.*^  The  assailants  fell  off  somewhat  beyond 
the  last  channel,  and  finding  the  advance  compara- 
tively safe,  guided  by  his  soldierly  impulses  Cortes 
again  returned  with  a  few  horsemen"  and  foot-soldiers 
to  cover  the  remnant  of  the  army.  The  rear,  com- 
posed chiefly  of  the  Narvaez  party,  were  approaching 
the  last  channel,  but  under  the  continued  onslaught 
panic  had  seized  them.  They  made  hardly  an  effi)rt 
to  defend  themselves,  and  like  the  Indians  during  the 
massacre  by  Alvarado  they  huddled  one  against  the 
other,  offermg  their  backs  as  a  target  for  unsparing 
attack.  Among  this  number  was  the  loyal  and  noble 
Velazquez  de  Leon,  who  shared  with  the  Tonatiuh  the 
command  of  this  section.  How  he  fell  is  not  known, 
but  he  never  crossed  the  last  breach." 

Alvarado  had  been  wounded  and  had  lost  his  horse, 
in  common  with  most  of  his  party.  Finding  it  im- 
possible to  control  the  men,  he  gathered  a  small  band 
round  him  and  sought  the  channel,  leaving  the  rest 
to  look  to  themselves.*    On  reaching  the  spot  he  saw 

"  Bemal  Diaz  formed  one  of  a  band  of  50,  who  were  repeatedly  attacked 
with  arms  and  midst  insults.  He  quotes  some  of  the  low  expressions  used. 
HiaC  Verdad.,  106. 

"  One  authority  states  that  Cortte  was  nearing  Tlaoopan,  when  Olid  and 
others  called  out  to  him  that  the  fuffitives  were  accusinff  we  captains  of  aban- 
doning them,  and  ureed  that  they  should  turn  back.  *  It  is  a  miracle  to  have 
escaped, '  was  his  reply,  *  and  fewer  will  be  left  if  we  return.'  Saying  tiiis  he 
headed  a  dozen  horsemen  and  a  few  foot-soldiers  and  galloped  back.  Bemal 
Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad,^  106.  But  Cortes  was  not  the  man  to  wait  in  such  a 
case  till  entreaty  came.  '  Yo  con  tres  6  cuatro  de  caballo,*  he  says,  '  y  hasta 
▼einte  peones,  que  oearon  quedar  oonmigo,  me  fui  en  la  rezaga.'  Cartas^  135. 
He  takes  the  palm  from  aft  American  conquerors,  exclaims  Oriedo,  iii.  326. 

*  2jamacois  makes  atonement  for  a  lack  of  research  by  inventing  doughty 
deeds  for  this  hero.  Hist,  AHj.,  iii.  417-18. 

"^  Among  the  soldiers  contributed  in  later  times  by  (Cray's  expedition 
was  one  Ocampo,  who,  fond  of  scandal  and  pasquinades,  libelled  many  of  the 
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a  confused  mass  of  struggling  humanity  in  the  water, 
but  the  solitary  beam  which  spanned  it  was  vacant, 
and  steadying  himself  with  his  lance  he  sprang  swiftly 
across.  Narrow  and  slippery  as  was  the  beam,  it  was 
no  insignificant  feat  for  a  wounded  man  to  cross  upon 
it,  but  time  magnified  the  performance  to  something 
miraculous.  When  Alvarado  came  to  the  channel,  it 
is  related,  no  friendly  beam  spanned  the  wide,  deep 
gap.  His  life  turned  on  brief  resolve  and  instant  ac- 
tion. Lithe,  strong,  and  determined,  even  though 
wounded,  he  was  not  yet  ready  to  yield  all.  With  a 
searching  glance  into  the  troubled  pool  and  across 
the  awful  chasm  he  stepped  back  for  a  prepara^ry 
spring.  Then,  rushing  forward,  he  planted  the  long 
pike  upon  the  yielding  debris  and  vaulted  across, 
to  the  wonder  of  all  witnesses.  The  Indians,  says 
Camargo,  prostrated  themselves  in  admiration,  and 
tearing  up  grass,  ate  it,  with  the  exclamation,  "Truly, 
this  man  is  the  Tonatiuhl"  So  runs  the  story,  pre- 
served by  tradition,  and  by  the  name  yet  given  to  the 
spot,  '  El  Salto  de  Alvarado.'*^ 

oaptftins,  among  them  Alvmndo,  declaring  that  he  had  left  Velazquez  witii 
over  200  men  to  die.  BenuU  Diaz.,  IJiaLVerdad.,  106-7.  The  charge  came 
forward  in  the  residencia,  but  Alvarado  bronght  witnesses  to  prove  that  he 
had  lost  all  control  over  the  men,  and  could  do  nothing  else  than  to  save 
himself,  wounded  and  unhorsed  as  he  was.  There  were  other  witnesses  who 
did  all  they  could  to  blacken  his  fame,  and  to  attribute  to  his  neglect  of  duty 
a  great  portion  of  the  loss  sustained  during  that  sad  night.  Ramirez,  Proeew, 
4,  38,  53,  68,  and  288.  Hamirez  decides  against  the  accused.  But  Alvarado 
was  admittedly  brave,  recklessly  so,  and  it  must  be  regarded  rather  as  his 
misfortune  that  a  panic  seized  the  men.  Perhaps,  as  commander  intrusted 
with  this  section,  he  should  have  remained  longer  at  his  post.  This  signified 
death,  and  such  men  as  then  comprised  his  command  he  regarded  as  hardly 
worth  dying  for.  He  chose  to  save  life  at  the  expense  of  a  blemish  on  his 
honor.  More  it  never  amounted  to,  for  the  court  absolved  him.  He  redeemed 
the  fault  afterward  by  brave  achievements. 

SI  Camargo  intimates  that  several  Tlascalan  chiefs  of  the  expedition  testi- 
fied to  the  feat  HUt,  Tlax.,  168;  and  Gomara  adds  that  several  followers 
tried  to  imitate  it,  but  failed,  and  were  drowned.  Hist.  Mex.,  160.  (Contra- 
dictory as  Bemal  Diaz  is  about  the  incidents  of  the  nighty  he  strenuously 
insists  that  the  channel  was  examined  during  the  following  siege  and  found 
to  be  too  wide  and  too  deep  to  allow  of  such  a  leap.  HisL  Verdad,,  107.  This 
solitary  denial  of  a  story  which  has  been  adoj^ted  by  almost  every  writer, 
f rom  Oviedo  to  Presoott,  finds  support  in  testmiony  durinff  the  hero's  resi- 
dencia, wherein  it  is  distinctly  stated  that  he  crossed  the  channel  on  a  fixed 
beam.  His  own  testimony  cives  assent  to  the  charge  so  formulated,  although 
hitherto  he  had  no  doubt  allowed  the  other  version  to  be  believed.  Samirat 
Procuo,  4,  53,  68  et  leq. 
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Cortes  and  his  small  band  of  rescuers  came  up  as 
Alvarado  appeared,  pike  in  hand  and  bleeding,  ac- 
companied by  a  few  stragglers.*^  Among  these  was 
Juan  Tirade,  who,  in  gratitude  for  his  deliverance, 
erected  at  this  bridge  after  the  conquest  a  hermitage 
to  San  Acacio,  known  also  as  De  los  Mdrtires — 
martyrs  to  avarice,  as  Torquemada  intimates. **  The 
badly  wounded  were  now  mounted  behind  the  horse- 
men,^ and  repelling  the  foes  who  still  pressed  on  them, 
Cortes  in  person  covered  the  remnant  of  the  army  in 
its  retreat  toward  Tlacopan,"  losing  in  this  final 
struggle  the  gallant  Captain  Morla.^  The  route  lay 
through  Popotla  village  or  suburb;  and  here,  accord- 
ing to  tradition,  Cortes  seated  himself  on  a  stone  to 
weep  over  the  misfortunes  of  this  Sorrowful  Night." 

By  a  similar  process  of  annealing,  gold  is  made  soft 
and  iron  hard;  so  by  misfortune  the  wise  man  is  made 
wiser  while  the  fool  is  hardened  in  his  folly. 

'^  Seven  Spaniards  and  eight  Tlascaltecs,  all  badly  wounded.  Bemal  Diaa, 
Hist.  Verdad.,  106. 

"  *Diir6  poco  este  nombre,  pnes  tampoco  lea  convenia  k  Iob  muertoe,  qne 
iboD  carsadofl  de  Oro.'  Monarq.  Jnd,,  L  504.  ZamacoiB  describes  the  site  as 
he  found  it  not  long  ago.  Hist.  Mij,^  iii.  421-3.  Bemol  Diaz  implies  that 
the  '  martyr  *  name  was  siTen  in  honor  of  those  captured  and  sacrificed  during 
tiie  siese,  a  year  later.  HUi,  Verdad, ,  153. 

'*  Alvarado  was  taken  on  Gamboa's  horse,  Laso  on  Sandoval's.  Ramirez, 
Proc&H}  contra  Alvarado^  69,  119. 

'^Alvarado  said  that  only  the  dead  remained  behind,  but  Olid  insisted 
that  a  number  were  still  fighting  the  enemy.  Cortes  accordingly  went  back 
again  and  rescued  several  more.  CaMaiieda,  in  Id. ,  44.  Bemal  Diaz  also  states 
tbat  Cort^  returned  as  far  as  the  bridges.  Hist.  Verdad.,  106. 

"^  The  same  who  sprang  into  the  sea,  off  Yucatan,  to  replace  the  rudder  of 
his  vessel,  unAhip{)ed  during  the  storm. 

''  La  Noche  Triste,  as  it  has  ever  since  been  called.  Amid  so  much  that 
18  romantic  the  tendency  to  further  romance  is  often  uncontrollable.  The 
truth  of  tiiis  statement  is  open  to  grave  doubts.     *  Lle^6  [Alvarado]  d  Cort^, 

2ue  estaba  en^ima  de  unas  gradas  de  un  qii,  sentado  difiendo  muchas  Idstimas. ' 
^viedo,  iii.  514.  Zamacois  describes  the  enormous  tree,  yet  standing,  which 
shaded  the  stone  and  bears  the  name  of  ^Arholde  la  Noche  Triste.^  Hist.  M4j., 
iii.  424.  Prescott  improves  the  occasion  by  allowing  the  army  to  file  past  in 
sad  dilapidation,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  the  army  was  already  gathered  in 
Tlacopan.  Mex.,  ii  371-2.  Testimony  confirms  the  statement  of  Cortes  that 
'fui  en  la  rezaga,  peleando  con  los  indios  hasta  Uegor  t  una  ciudad  que  se  dice 
Tacuba'  [Tlacopan].  Cartas,  135-6. 
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CHAPTER  XXVIL 

RETREAT    TO    TLASCALA. 

JULT,  1520. 

Fatal  Mistake  of  the  Mexicans— A  Brief  Respite  Allowed  the  Span- 
iards— ^Thb  Remnant  of  the  Army  at  Tlaoopan — ^Thbt  Set  out  for 
Tlasoala— An  ever  increasing  Force  at  their  Heels — ^Rest  at 
the  Tspzolac  Temple— CortAs  Reviews  his  Disasters — ^Thb  March 

Ck)NTINUED    amidst  GRSAT   TRIBULATION — ^ENCOUNTER  OF  THE  GrAND 

Army— Important  Battle  and  Remarkable  Victory — ^Arrival  at 
Tlasoala— The  Friendly  Reception  Accorded  them  There. 

What  would  Emperor  Charles  have  said  to  Heman 
Cortes  had  they  met  on  the  morning  after  the  Sor- 
rowful Night  1  It  is  related  of  Xerxes  that  with  a 
golden  crown  he  rewarded  a  pilot  who  had  saved  his 
Rfe,  and  thereupon  ordered  him  beheaded  for  having 
sacrificed  in  the  operation  the  lives  of  so  many  of 
his  Persian  subjects.  Now  Cortes  had  not  saved  the 
emperor's  life,  nor  yet  the  emperor's  gold;  he  had 
sacrificed  many  lives,  and  had  little  to  show  for  them. 
Had  Charles  been  there,  and  had  he  valued  Spaniards 
as  did  Xerxes  Persians,  he  might  have  cut  off  the 
Estremaduran's  head;  but  Cortes  was  yet  worth  to 
Charles  more  than  all  that  had  been  thus  far  lost  in 
New  Spain. 

Prosperity  implies  ability;  adversity,  weakness  of 
mind  and  character.  In  the  high-souled  and  chival- 
rous, prosperity  tends  to  yet  loftier  heights,  while  ad- 
versity sinks  the  unfortimate  still  lower;  nevertheless, 
the  fortitude  and  dignity  which  come  to  the  really 
great  under  misfortune  are  among  the  grandest  sighte 
m  this  universe.    I  have  said  that  Cortes  might  have 
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ridden  to  Mexico  over  palm  branches^  midst  hosannas, 
had  he  but  known  it;  but  had  he  done  so,  there  would 
have  been  no  greatness  attending  the  act.  The  door 
of  peaceable  exit  from  the  city  of  Mexico  had  long 
been  open  to  him;  but  to  have  accepted  Montezuma's 
invitation  hence  would  not  have  raised  Cortes  in  the 
estimation  either  of  himself  or  of  his  soldiers. 

After  all  the  terrible  disasters  of  the  Noche  Triste 
the  Spaniards  were  not  whoUy  forsaken  by  fortune, 
though  they  called  it  the  irrepressible  Santiago  on 
his  milk-white  steed  who  caused  the  Mexicans  to 
neglect  their  opportunity  of  vigorously  pursuing  the 
fugitives  beyond  the  last  channel,  and  in  their  help- 
less state  to  exterminate  them.  Yet  we  cannot  help 
asking  why  Santiago  did  not  come  to  their  assist- 
ance sooner,  and  save  them  untold  woe.  The  Span- 
iards, however,  were  not  captious  in  their  criticisms 
of  benefactors,  and  so  a  small  stone  was  erected  on 
the  Tacuba  road  in  honor  of  the  mounted  saint.*  If 
we  would  have  the  real  cause  why  the  Mexicans  did 
not  follow  up  the  Spaniards,  we  may  find  it  in  their 
greed  for  spoils,  as  Sahagun  observes,  which  detained 
the  warriors,  especially  round  the  channels.  A  thor- 
ough search  was  soon  instituted  by  them;  the  canals 
were  dragged,  and  quantities  of  arms,  baggage,  and 
personal  effects  were  secured,  beside  the  gold  and 
jewels  which  had  been  taken  by  the  Spaniards.  Their 
own  dead  they  decently  buried,  while  those  of  the 
Spaniards  and  their  allies  were  more  summarily  dis- 
posed of,  and  the  whole  road  cleared  of  obstructions 
and  whatever  might  infect  the  atmosphere.^ 

According  to  Gomara  the  discovery  of  the  bodies 
of  Montezuma's  son  and  heir  and  other  princes  cre- 
ated such  sorrow  that  pursuit  was  on  this  account 
suspended.     It  seems  not  unreasonable  that  the  na- 

*  'Esio  despnes  lo  declararon  lo8  mismos  Indios.'  Vetancvrt,  Teatro  Mex,, 
pt  iii.  143.  Nor  do  they  omit  the  ever  recurring  story  of  the  virgin  image 
<^ff*fci«g  doBt  into  the  eyes  of  the  pursuers. 

*'&B  TUacaltec  and  Gempoalan  bodies  were  thrown  among  the  reeds^  and 
the  SpaoiBh  into  deeper  water.  Sahagun,  HiaL  Conq,  (ed.  1S40),  126-7. 
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tives  should  have  charged  their  death  wounds  to 
the  Spaniards,  who,  rather  than  see  men  like  King 
Cacama  free  to  create  mischief,  should  have  preferred 
to  dispatch  them,  oflFering,  Medea-like,  a  bribe  to 
reverence  and  love  with  a  view  to  retard  the  Colchian 
pursuers.*  Although  this  accusation  could  not  be 
proven,  their  death  was  nevertheless  to  be  avenged. 
At  least  forty  Spaniards  and  a  number  of  allies  had 
been  captured  during  the  night,  and  at  the  obsequies, 
which  were  of  the  most  imposing  order,  they  added 
solemnity  to  the  occasion  by  yielding  their  hearts' 
blood;  while  those  who,  according  to  native  tradition, 
turned  back  to  hold  the  fort  for  three  days  before 
they  swelled  the  throng  of  victims,  were  reserved  for 
the  coronation  soon  to  follow. 

The  respite  from  close  pursuit  had  enabled  the 
fugitive  army  to  join,  in  detached  groups,  the  nucleus 
already  gathered  under  Jamarillo  in  one  of  the  squares 
of  Tlacopan,*  the  capital  of  the  smallest  tripartite 
state,  half  a  league  from  Mexico.  A  sorry  spectacle 
was  this  remainder  of  the  brilliant  army  which  had 
so  lately  entered  Mexico  as  conquerors.  A  haggard, 
bleeding,  ragged  crowd,  dreggy  with  mire  and  smeared 
with  gore,  many  without  weapons,  and  without  a  ves- 
tige of  their  baggage  and  war  stores.  When  Cortds 
arrived  with  the  last  remnant  the  sun  was  rising,  and 
fearing  the  danger  of  an  attack  in  the  narrow  streets, 
such  as  had  made  the  sallies  in  Mexico  so  disastrous, 
he  hastened  to  conduct  his  men  into  the  open  field. 
The  movement  was  made  none  too  soon,  for  imme- 

'  Duran  and  IxtHlxochitl  make  the  murders  take  place  in  the  Spanish 
quarters,  as  we  have  seen.  Sahagun  permits  two  of  Montezuma's  sons  to  fall 
between  the  last  channel  and  Popotla,  while  ffuiding  the  fugitives.  Hist.  Conq,, 
33  (ed.  1840),  122.  Goroara  assxunes  also  that  the  pursuers  may  haTe  been 
content  with  the  injury  inflicted,  or  cared  not  to  renew  the  fight  on  more  open 
ground.  Hist  Mex.^  161.  Solis  attributes  the  respite  wholly  to  the  diacoveiy 
of  the  bodies.  Hist.  Mex.,  ii.  185-^. 

*  '  Uegado  &  la  dicha  ciudad  de  Tacuba,  faalld  toda  la  gente  remolinada 
en  una  plaza,  que  no  sabian  d6nde  ir.'  CorUs^  Cartas^  136.  '  Hasta  cerca  de 
Tlacupan  hasta  un  lugar  que  se  llama  TiUhucan.*  Sahagun^  Hist.  Conq.,  33. 
'  Tacuba ....  is  at  the  present  day  chiefly  noted  for  the  laxge  and  noble  cnnrch 
which  was  erected  there  by  Cortez.*  Latrobt's  RaimbUr^  128. 
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diately  after  the  scouts  gave  warning  of  approaching 
hosts,  magnified  to  a  hundred  thousand  or  more, 
speedily  the  war  shrieks  again  broke  on  the  ears  of 
the  stsJrtled  troops.  The  Mexicans  had  sent  word  to 
Tlacopan  and  the  neighboring  towns  to  intercept  the 
fugitives,  and  assistance  coming  with  the  dawn  they 
joined  in  the  attack.* 

A  Tlascaltec  chief  had  recommended  a  northward 
course,  round  the  lakes,  as  the  least  exposed  to  pursuit^ 
and  offered  himself  as  guide.*  The  march  was  accord-* 
ingly  directed  north-westward  through  some  maize- 
fields,  with  Cortes  leading.  The  enemy  were  upon 
them  before  the  rear  left  the  city,  and  several  soldiers 
fell  in  the  onslaught.  A  short  distance  before  them 
rose  the  hill  of  Totoltepec,  Bird  Mountain,^  sur- 
mounted by  a  temple  with  several  strong  buildings,*  . 

'  Gomara  assnmes  that  the  Tlacopan  people  were  not  aware  of  the  broken 
condition  of  the  troops.     Now  they  joined  the  40,000  Mexicans  who  had  set 

forth  prepared  for  pursuit.  HiH.  Mex.  ,161.     *Yk  auian  venido  de  Mexico 

dar  mandado  a  Tacuba,  y  a  £8capu9alco,  y  a  Tenayuca,  para  que  nos  saliessen 
al  encuentro.'  Bemal  Dtaz,  Hist.  Verciad.,  106.  The  Mexicans  were  disgusted 
with  tihoee  of  Tlacopan  for  their  neglect.  Herreraj  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xii. 

' '  Un  Angel  de  Guarda,  6  San  Pedro,  como  otros  quieren,  6  Santiago 
Apostol,'  observes  the  enthusiastic  Lorenzana.  CorUs,  HisU  N.  Espaiia,  145. 

'  •Totolpec'  IxtlifxochUl,  Hist.  CJuch.,  302;  Toltotepec  Ib  Vetancurt*s  mis- 
spelling.     '  Cerro  llamado  de  Muteczuma.'  Lorenzana,  ubi  sup. 

^  '  Una  torre  y  apoeento  fuerte.'  CortiSj  Cartas,  136.  *  Vnas  caserias  q  en 
vn  oerro  estauan,  y  alU  juto  a  vn  Cu,  e  adoratorio,  y  como  fortaleza.*  BenuU 
Diaz,  hist.  Verdaa.,  107.  'A  este  templo  llamaron  de  la  Vitoria,  y  despues 
Questra  Seflora  de  los  remedies.'  Herrera,  dec.  iL  lib.  x.  cap.  xii.  Sahagun 
calls  the  rise  Acueco,  and  places  upon  it  the  Otomi  YUlage  of  Otoscapulco. 
Hist.  Conq.  (ed.  1840),  122.  Vetancurt  follows,  Teairo  Alex.,  pt.  iii.  143,  while 
Gamorgo  caUs  it  Tzacuyocan.  Tlio  valuations  in  Sahagun's  editions  lead  Tor-' 
qnemaoa  to  say  that  the  Spaniards  moved  the  same  day  from  Otoncalpulco 
pueblo  to  Acueco,  an  Otomi  village,  i.  504-5.  This,  Brasseur  de  Bourbourff 
follows.  The  Spaniards  may  have  i)a88ed  through  it  on  departing,  but  would 
hardly  move  from  a  stronghold  to  a  probably  open  village  while  surrounded 
by  enemies.  If  food  was  the  object,  the  able-lxKlied  soldiers  would  have 
made  a  sally  for  it.  It  appears  that  the  army  camped  for  the  night  on  tiie  hill 
now  occupied  by  the  Remedies  shrine,  ana  in  the  fortress-like  temple,  to 
which  a  small  village  was  attached.  Alzate,  however,  who  took  pains  to  in< 
quire  into  the  subject,  found  that  the  natives  applied  the  name  Otoncapulco, 
not  to  the  Remedies  hill,  but  to  the  mountain,  three  fourths  of  a  league  off. 
On  this  mountain  he  found  the  ruins  of  a  strong  building,  and  none  on  the 
hill,  whence  he  assumes  that  the  camp  was  not  made  on  the  site  of  tlie 
shrine,  but  on  the  mountain.  Oacetas  de  LiL,  ii.  457-9.  Bustamante  accepts 
this  view,  but  Archbishop  Lorenzana,  whose  testimony  in  the  matter  must 
be  reliable,  says :  'Se  conservan  aun  algunos  vestigios  de  la  antigua  Fortaleza, 
▼  esta  se  ha  convertido  dichosamente  en  el  c^lebre  Santuario  de  N.  Sra.  de 
los  RemedioB.'  Cori^,  Hist,  N,  Espana,  p.  xiiL    He  also  intimates  that  thd 
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and  a  small  village.  This  appeared  an  eligible  spot 
for  the  rest  which  they  so  much  needed.  Crossing  the 
Tepzolac  Creek,  at  its  foot,  Cortes  ordered  the  advance 
guard,  under  Ordaz,  to  capture  it,  while  he  faced  the 
pursuers.  Little  resistance  was  offered  at  the  temple, 
but  the  general  was  hotly  pressed,  as  the  enemy  per- 
ceived that  their  prey  was  about  to  escape.  At  this 
juncture  it  was  said  that  the  Vlrgen  de  los  Remedies 
appeared,  and  by  casting  dust  into  the  eyes  of  the  foe 
enabled  the  Spaniards  to  effect  their  escape  with  little 
loss  into  the  temple.  "By  this  time,"  writes  Cort&, 
"we  had  not  a  horse  that  could  run,  or  a  horseman 
who  could  lift  an  arm,  or  a  foot-soldier  who  could 
move."® 

A  few  additional  intrenchments  were  thrown  up, 
and  the  necessary  guards  posted  to  watch  the  baffled 
enemy,  who  perceiving  the  strength  of  the  place  con- 
tented themselves  with  flinging  their  missiles  and 
filling  the  air  with  shouts.  Feeling  comparatively  se- 
cure, the  troops  abandoned  themselves  to  rest  round 
blazing  fires.  The  food  found  in  the  place,  although 
insufficient  for  the  demands  of  the  half-starved  men, 
afforded  some  comfort,  which  was  increased  by  grateful 
sleep.  ^° 

Thus  were  refreshed  the  wounded  and  disheart- 
ened. And  with  grateful  hearts  the  remnant  of  the 
brave  •army  returned  thanks  to  Grod  for  deliverance. 
Some,  however,  attributed  their  escape  to  the  presence 
among  them  of  the  image  of  the  Vfrgen  de  los  Reme- 

Otoncapulco  name  is  misapplied.  Hence  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  common 
application  of  Otoncapulco  to  this  hill  is  due  to  a  miainterpretation  of  Sahagnn's 
versions,  which  have  been  greatly  tampered  with,  for  that  matter,  and  that 
the  ruins  mentioned  by  Lorenzana  haa  disappeared  by  the  time  ALsate  ex- 
aminecl  the  place. 

•  Cartas,  136;  Cabrera^  Escudo  AifnaSf  110.  *Aqui  se  sefial6  mucho  G<Mi- 
^lo  Dominguez,  hombre  diestro  y  valiente.'  Herrera,  dec  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xii. 
i^^cott  makes  several  blunders  and  omissions  in  connection  with  this  day. 

^^  A  few  stra^lers  managed  to  reach  the  camp,  and  among  them  one 
Sopuerta,  who  Ium  escaped  death  b^  feigning  it.  Herrera^  ubi  sup.  Sahagnn 
states  that  Otomis  from  Teucalhuican,  and  from  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood, no  doubt,  brought  food,  and  invited  the  Spaniards  to  the  former  town, 
a  few  leagues  from  there.  Higt.  Conq.,  33.  Torquemada  follows  him,  but  tho 
story  is  probably  an  exaggeration. 
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dios,  which  Rodriguez  de  Villafuerte  is  said  to  have 
afterward  placed  in  the  great  temple  of  Mexico.  It 
had  been  brought  here  by  the  owner,  although  some 
supposed  it  might  have  come  over  of  its  own  accord, 
as  it  is  said  to  have  miraculously  done  in  later  times 
when  detained  in  Mexico  against  its  will."  Some 
years  after  the  Noche  Triste  it  was  found  on  this  hill 
under  a  bush,  by  a  converted  cacique  named  Juan  de 
Tobar,  who  kept  it  for  a  long  time,  and  then  by  divine 
direction  built  a  hermitage  for  it  on  the  hill,  where  it 
had  been  found.  The  many  miracles  reported  of  the 
shrine  induced  the  City  of  Mexico  in  1574  to  adopt 
it  as  a  patron,  and  by  the  following  year  the  simple 
chapel  was  replaced  by  a  fine  temple  worthy  of  the 
sanctity  of  the  image  which  has  absorbed  so  large  a 
share  of  holy  pilgrimage.^* 

The  review  held  on  Remedies  Hill  revealed  the  full 
extent  of  the  blow  suffered,  "one  which  Spaniards 
alone  could  have  endured,"  says  Peter  Martyr.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  siege  the  army  mustered  twelve 
hundred  and  fifty  Spaniards  and  six  thousand  allies, 
with  arms  and  ammunition  in  abundance,  and  now 

^^  It  has  been  shown  prerionsly »  by  testimony  not  accessible  till  later  years, 
that  the  image  placed  m  the  great  temple  was  a  picture  on  a  tablet,  while 
that  of  Bcmedios  is  a  doll.  But,  of  course,  the  image  that  could  move  through 
the  air  could  also  transform  its  shape.  Bemal  JDiaz  assumes,  as  we  have 
seen,  that  Montezuma  had  ordered  the  image  to  be  cared  for ;  yet  many  believe 
that  Kodriguez  secured  it  before  or  after  the  massacre,  while  the  more  pious 
prefer  to  suppose  that  he  could  not  find  it,  for  want  of  time,  perhaps,  and 
that  it  moved  miraculously  to  the  camp.  Aeosta^  Hist,  Ind.,  524;  JxtiilxochiU, 
Hist.  Chidi,y  302.  After  the  departure  of  the  troops  the  ima^  hid  itself  on 
the  spot,  or  Rodriguez,  tired  of  the  burden  which  had  saved  his  life,  ungrate- 
fully left  it  there.  It  is  also  supposed  to  have  been  carried  to  Tlascala  ere  it 
reappeared  on  its  later  site.  Cabrera^  Escudo  ArTnas^  106  et  seq.;  Alaman, 
Diaert,,  L  122.  Lorenzana  accepts  it  as  the  image  from  Mexico's  temple. 
CorUs,  Hist.  N.  EsparUty  138. 

^'  It  has  frequently  been  brought  to  Mexico,  and  is  still  brought  to  avert 
epidemics  and  other  ills,  to  bring  rain  or  other  blessings.  When  detained  it 
would  travel  back  of  its  own  accord  to  the  shrine,  a  proof  of  which  was 
afforded  by  the  travel  stains  on  the  dress.  One  rainy  ni^ht  it  arrived  covered 
with  mud.  Lairobe^s  Rambler,  133.  Thompson  describes  it  as  *  a  little  alabaster 
doll,  with  the  nose  broken,  and  the  eye  out ....  about  eight  inches  high. '  Her 
wardrobe  and  jewels  are  valued  at  over  $1,000,000.  Becollections,  103-9. 
He  gives  an  account  of  the  veneration  for  the  image  and  its  miraculous  power. 
The  history  of  its  origin  and  worship  is  to  be  found  in  a  multitude  of  Dooks, 
among  which  may  be  mentioned,  Medina,  Chr&n.  S.  Diego  Mex,,  30  et  seq.; 
Cabrera,  Escudo  Armaa,  106  et  seq.;  BustamarUe,  Mem.  Piedad,,  Mex,,  1-52. 
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little  more  than  five  hundred  soldiers  and  less  than 
two  thousand  allies  remained."  The  baggage,  artillery 
and  ammunition,  intrusted  to  the  trains  of  carriers,  had 
all  been  lost,  and  a  great  portion  of  the  arms  carried  by 
the  men,  so  that  only  twelve  battered  cross-bows  and 
seven  firelocks  could  be  counted.  What  better  com- 
mentary  could  we  have  on  the  night's  disaster  I  The 
side  arms  were  fortunately  better  preserved,  and  there 
were  twenty-four  horses  left,  now  the  only  formidable 
element  of  the  army."  Of  the  treasure  none  could 
tell  what  had  been  saved,  the  holders  keeping  the  fact 
secret.  It  was  whispered,  however,  that  Cortes  had 
taken  good  care  of  the  portion  appropriated  by  him, 
Bernal  Diaz,  among  others,  insisting  that  with  the 
first  party  conducted  by  the  general  to  Tlacopan  went 
a  number  of  carriers  with  gold  bars  and  jewels. 
Among  these  is  said  to  have  been  soipe  of  the  royal 
treasure,  but  the  officers  declared  that  it  had  all  been 
lost,  including  the  mare  with  the  fifth  proper,  and  the 
account  books  and  records.  The  loss  of  the  papers, 
however   unfortunate   for   history,  must  have   been 

>'  Cortes  prudently  limits,  and  we  most  add  untrathfully,  the  loaa  to  150 
soldiers  and  some  2000  allies.  It  is  with  a  view  to  this  estimate  that  he  reduced 
the  force  brought  into  Mexico  to  570  men,  to  which  must  be  added  the  140 
composing  the  garrison.  Deducting  the  150  lost,  560  remain,  and  since  he 
would  hardly  overestimate  the  number,  for  obvious  reasons,  this  figure  is 
probably  near  the  truth.  Bernal  Diaz  musters  1300  at  Tlascall^  and  has  80 
at  Mexico.  Deducting  from  this  800  men  stated  to  have  been  lost  before 
entering  Tlascala,  not  counting  those  who  fell  in  other  provinces,  leaves  about 
580 ;  yet  he  acknowledges  only  440  alive.  Hist,  Verdad.^  108  et  seq.  Herrera 
is  also  contradictory,  amnittinff  in  one  place  500,  and  in  another  '  less  than'  400 
soldiers  and  600  allies.  Ovieao  reduces  the  soldiers  to  340.  iii.  513.  Vetan- 
curt  adopts  Bernal  Diaz*  440  soldiers  and  Herrera's  600  allies.  Prescott  hastily 
declares  Gomara  as  nearest  to  the  truth,  yet  he  departs  from  him  in  the  result. 
With  regard  to  the  allies,  he  reckons  the  full  number  of  all  who  were  brought 
to  Mexico,  while  it  is  pretty  obvious,  from  figures  and  facts,  that  a  portion 
must  have  been  allowea  to  return  home  during  the  inaction  of  the  emperor's 
captivity.  The  list  of  losses,  as  given  by  different  authorities,  stands  as  fol- 
lows :  150  soldiers,  over  2000  allies,  CorUa;  over  200  soldiers,  over  2000  allies, 
Lejaldey  Prohcmza;  nearlv  200  soldiers,  over  1000  allies,  Solis;  300  soldiers, 
over  2000  allies,  at  one  bndgo,  Sahoffun,  122;  450  soldiers,  4000  allies,  Gomara, 
followed  by  Ixtlilxochitl,  Clavigero,  Gainargo,  and  others ;  over  500  soldiers  in 
all  New  Spain,  Carta  del  Ejircito;  over  Gw  soldiers,  Rcberteon;  over  600  sol- 
diers, B.  K.  de  Tapia^  in  RamireZy  Proceso  contra  Alvarado,  38;  800  soldiers 
in  all  New  Spain,  Cort^j  Residencia,  L  42 ;  870  soldiers  in  all  New  Spain,  Bernal 
Diaz;  1170  soldiers,  8000  allies,  Cano,  in  Oviedo,  iii.  551. 

^*  The  loss  in  horses  varies  from  45,  in  Oort^t  to  56,  in  L^alde,  Probamza^ 
both  acknowledging  24  left. 
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rather  convenient  to  Cortes,  at  least,  who  had  a 
fancy  for  adjusting  facts  and  figures  to  suit  his 
schemes." 

Deeply  stricken  was  Cortes,  and  bitterly  did  he 
repent  of  the  mistakes  which  had  contributed  to  this 
sad  result :  of  having  left  Alvarado  in  charge  to  follow 
his  rash  bent;  of  having  treated  Montezuma  and  his 
chiefs  so  inconsiderately  on  his  arrival;  and,  above 
all,  the  faulty  arrangements  for  the  flight  by  night." 
His  had  been  the  greatest  conquest  yet  undertaken 
in  the  New  World,  and  his  the  greatest  disaster. 
The  men  of  Narvaez  had  suffered  most,  partly,  it  is 
said,  because  they  were  most  eager  to  burden  them- 
selves with  gold,  but  rather  because  they  were  inex- 
perienced, and  assigned  chiefly  to  the  rear.  It  was 
the  gaps  in  the  ranks  of  his  veterans  that  touched 
Cortes  most.  Gone  was  the  dear  dandy  Francisco  de 
Salcedo,  whom  slovenly  comrades  should  no  more 
trouble!     The    cavalry,    so    sadly    depleted,   missed 

**  *  Perdido  ae  todo  el  oro  y  joyas  y  ropa,'  etc.  Cortis,  Cartasy  135.  It  had 
been  confided  to  Tlaacaltecs,  and  was  nearly  all  lost,  says  their  chief.  Camargo, 
Hist.  Tlax.y  169-70.  The  officers  testified  afterward  before  public  notary :  '  Se 
p^rdi6  todo  el  dicho  oro  6  joyas  de  SS.  AA.,  6  mataron  la  yegua  que  lo  traia.* 
Lejalde,  Probanza,  in  Icazbaketa,  CoL  Doc,  i.  425.  Two  witnesses  during  the 
residencia  of  Cortes  stated  that  the  general  had  two  mares,  one  given  to  carry 
the  royal  treasures  and  the  other  laden  with  his  own.  The  latter  being  lost, 
he  claimed  the  other  to  be  his,  and  in  this  manner  appropriated  45,000  pesos 
or  more  whi€h  belonffed  to  the  king.  Cortis,  Residencia^  i.  69,  101-2.  Not 
loDf  after  the  retreat  he  called  on  all  to  declare,  under  penalty,  what  gold  they 
had  saved  of  that  taken  from  the  unappropriated  piles.  From  those  who  did  so 
the  treasures  were  taken,  although  it  was  imderstootl  that  they  had  been  given 
to  them.  All  this  Cortes  kept.  Id,,  101-2,  241-2;  ii.  402.  Many  refused  to 
sorrender,  and  since  the  leaders  had  also  secured  shares  from  the  common 
pUe,  the  order  to  reveal  possession  thereof  was  not  enforced,  says  Bemal 
IMaz.  He  adds  that  one  third  was  to  be  retained  by  the  possessor  us  a  reward. 
Cort^  kept  as  a  forced  loan  what  had  been  surrendered,  llist.  Verdad. ,  1 1 7-13. 
The  loss  of  treasure,  that  thrown  away  by  carriers  and  pressed  soldiers,  or 
sunken  with  their  bodies,  has  been  estimated  at  from  several  hundred  thousand 
pesos  to  over  two  millions,  in  the  values  of  that  time ;  to  which  Wilson  sarcas- 
tically objects,  that  '  nothing  was  really  lost  but  the  imaginary  treasure,  now 
grown  inconveniently  large,  and  which  had  to  be  accounted  for  to  the  emperor, 
llie  C<mmMcidor  was  too  good  a  soldier  to  hazard  his  gold ;  it  was  therefore 
in  the  advance,  and  came  safely  off.'  Conq.  Mex.,  412-13. 

1*  '  Si  esta  cosa  fuera  de  dia,  por  ventura  no  murieran  tantos,*  adds  Gomara, 
Hist,  Mex,,  161.  While  grieving  he  recognized  '  el  manifiesto  milagro  que  la 
reyna  de  los  anjgeles  su  abogada,  el  apostol  San  Pedro,  y  el  de  los  eg^rcitos 
Espa&oles  Santiago,  habian  hecho  en  haberse  escapado  ^1.'  IxHUxackUl,  Hist, 
CMeh.,  302.  Vetancurt  moralizes  on  the  flight  as  a  chastisement  by  God, 
who  saved  the  remnant  to  spread  the  faith.  Teatro  Mex.,  pt.  iii.  145-6. 
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among  its  number  the  dashing  Ldres^^  and  the  brave 
Morla.  Neither  could  Botello  be  injured  by  the 
curses  freely  given  him  for  his  false  reading  of  the 
stars."  The  death  which  most  deeply  moved  Cortes, 
however,  was  that  of  the  true-hearted  and  brave 
Velazquez,  whose  standing  and  influence,  as  a  relative 
of  the  Cuban  governor  and  as  a  man  of  high  birth, 
had  so  greatly  assisted  the  general  in  carrying  out 
his  schemes.  Cortes  had  in  return  conferred  on  him 
some  of  the.  most  important  commissions,  ever  re- 
garding him  as  among  the  truest  of  his  friends.  With 
him  had  died  his  native  wife,  Elvira,  the  daughter  of 
the  Tlascaltec  lord  Maxixcatzin,  and  nearly  every 
prisoner." 

With  so  many  losses  to  deplore,  it  proved  a  solace 
for  Cortes  to  find  present  his  favorite  captains,  San- 
doval, Alvarado,  and  Olid.  His  interpreters  were 
also  here,  and  foremost  the  loving  Marina,  whose  life, 
together  with  that  of  Luisa,  Xicotencatl's  daughter, 
was  due  to  the  zealous  care  of  the  latter's  brothers. 
Martin  Lopez,  the  ship-builder,  also  survived,  and 
the  sight  of  him  assisted  to  give  the  thoughts  of  the 
general  a  hopeful  bent,  rousing  in  his  "enterprising 
spirit  projects  for  vengeance  and  recuperation.  Rem- 
nants though  they  were,  his  forces  were  still  larger 
than  those  with  which  he  had  overcome  Jfarvaez, 
and  which  he  had  till  then  regarded  as  sufficient  for 
the  conquest  of  the  empire.  The  experience  gained 
and  a  knowledge  of  the  country  were  in  themselves 
an  army;  and,  thank  fortune,  he  had  some  gold,  and 
better  still,  allies.  Tlascala  was  now  his  hope.  Ev- 
erything, indeed,  depended  on  the  little  republic,  and 

^^  On  a  later  page  Bernal  Diaz  says  he  fell  at  Otumba.  ffUL  Verdad., 
107,  246. 

*B  Herrera  attempts  to  save  somewhat  the  reputation  of  the  astrologer  by 
the  statement  that  heprophesied  death  for  himself  or  his  brother. 

'*  Evenr  one,  say  Cortes  and  Herrera;  but  Iztlilxochitl  states  that  one 
sister  of  King  Cacama  was  saved,  and  he  intimates  that  one  or  two  of  his 
brothers  also  escaped.  He  is  contradictory,  however.  Higi.  Chich.,  302,  390. 
The  one  who  escaped  must  have  been  Cuicuitzcatl,  the  newly  made  king  of 
Tezcuco.  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg  adds  two  of  his  brothers,  probably  m>m 
misinterpreting  IztlilxochitL  BiH.  Nat,  Civ.,  iv.  339. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


AT  CALACOAYAK.  401 

whether  it  would  afford  him  shelter  and  aid.  He 
knew  that  the  loss  of  so  many  of  its  warriors  under 
his  banner  had  brought  wide-spread  affiction,  which 
might  turn  to  hatred  toward  him  as  the  cause. 
Thereupon  he  talked  to  the  Tlascaltec  chiefs  who 
were  yet  alive,  and  endeavored  to  stir  in  them  the 
thirst  for  revenge,  and  excite  their  desires  for  rich 
spoils  and  increased  domain.^ 

Besiegers  and  besieged  sat  watching  each  other  the 
whole  day,  but  the  latter  made  no  signs  of  stirring. 
Thinking  that  they  would  not  venture  forth  for  some 
time,  many  of  the  former  began  to  file  off  homeward, 
leaving,  nevertheless,  a  strong  force  round  the  hill. 
Cortes  feared  that  the  morrow  would  bring  them 
back  with  reinforcements  and  make  escape  difficult. 
Trusting  again  therefore  to  the  darkness,  now  joined 
to  the  more  advantageous  circumstance  of  an  open 
field,  he  set  forth,  leaving  the  fires  blazing  to  lull  the 
watchfulness  of  the  foe.  Eight  captains  were  ap- 
pointed for  the  different  sections  to  maintain  the 
arranged  order  of  march,*^  Cortes  with  a  portion  of 
the  cavalry  taking  the  rear,  as  the  post  of  danger. 
The  rest  of  the  horsemen  led  the  van,  while  the  sound 
infantry  formed  a  cordon  for  the  centre,  wherein 
the  wounded  were  carried  in  hammocks,  or  hobbled 
along  on  hastily  prepared  crutches,  a  few  being  taken 
up  behind  the  horsemen.  The  rear  had  hardly  left 
the  temple  before  the  enemy  were  upon  them  with 
swords  and  lances,  many  of  the  captured  and  recov- 
ered weapons  of  the  Spaniards  being  now  used  against 
themselves.  But  the  attack  was  not  severe,  partly  be- 
cause the  pursuers  had  been  reduced  to  irregular  bands 
from  the  mainland  settlements,  whose  chief  object 
was  plunder.     At  dawn  the  town  of  Calacoayan  was 

^  Ixtlilzochitl  names  some  of  the  chiefs  to  whom  these  offers  were  made. 
Eist,  Chich.,  302. 

'^Avila,  a  veritable  martinet,  maimed  a  soldier  with  a  blow  for  stepping 
from  the  ranks  to  pluck  some  ftuit.  Herrera^  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  zii.  The 
same  story  has  been  told  of  Avila  in  Gempoala. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


482  BSTELEAT  TO  TLASGALA. 

sighted,  and  on  approaching  it  the  mounted  scouti 
came  in  a  ravine  upon  an  ambuscade  formed  by  its 
warriors.  Believing  them  to  be  numerous  the  horse- 
men galloped  back,  and  joined  by  others  returned  to 
charge.  It  is  related  that  the  leader  halting  for  a 
moment  to  arrange  for  the  attack,  a  soldier  became 
impatient,  and  hoisting  an  improvised  flag  on  his 
lance  he  called  out,  *' Santiago  1  follow  me  who  dare!" 
The  rest  responded,  and  the  enemy  was  routed  with 
slaughter.^    The  town  was  ransacked  for  food  and 
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fired  as  a  warning  to  the  assailants.  The  march  was 
resumed,  and  the  plain  of  Tizaapan  reached,  but 
owing  to  the  fight  at  the  town  and  the  constant 
skirmishing  only  three  leagues  were  made  that  day. 
Toward  sunset  they  reached  the  hamlet  of  Teucul- 
huacan,  and  took  peaceable  possession  of  the  temple 
for  the  night. *^ 

'^  Cortes  allows  the  fiye  scouts  to  defeat  the  enemy,  who  are  frightened  by 
the  supposition  that  a  larger  force  is  upon  them.  Cartas,  137.  Herrera  is  more 
explicit  with  remd  to  the  ambuscade,  and  makes  Ordaz  lead  up  the  reinforce- 
ments, dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xii. 

"^  *  Mas  no  cenar. '  Oomara,  ffut.  Mex. ,  162.  Sahagon  states,  howsTor,  tliat 
this  was  the  town  to  which  the  Otomis  had  on  the  preceding  day  invited 
them,  chiefly  because  they  were  related  to  the  Otomis  of  the  Tlaacaltec  diyinoo 
imder  Cortes.  Jlist.  Conq.,  34-5.  A  risky  proceeding,  if  true,  for  an  isolated 
community,  on  whom  might  fall  the  yengeance  of  the  hostile  Mexicans.    In 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SAHAGUN  AND  BRASSEUR  DE  BOUBBOUBG.  403 

At  noon  on  the  3d  the  march  was  resumed,  with 
quickened  steps  and  with  less  interruption.  Though 
persistent  in  harassing,  the  pursuers  fled  whenever  the 

the  aoooont  of  the  route  followed  to  Tlaacala  Cort^  \a  still  the  beat  gaide,  for 
he  not  only  kept  a  record,  but  wrote  his  report  while  the  occurrences  were 
yet  fresh.  He  is  wanting  in  details,  however,  and  fails  to  give  names  to 
localities.  These  omissions  are  remedied  by  Sahagun,  who  now  seems  more 
reliable.  Other  authors  are  vague  or  misleading  for  the  route,  but  the  oc- 
casional incidents  told  by  them  are  noteworthy.  Bemal  Diaz  indicates  only 
one  stopping  place,  Quauhtitlan  evidently,  before  Otumba  is  reached.  Camargo 
skips  to  a  place  adjoining  Otumba,  ind  IxtUlxochitl  takes  the  army  to  Quauh- 
zimalpan,  a  place  which  modem  maps  locate  south  of  Remedios.  He  resumes 
the  northern  route,  but  names  some  towns  that  cannot  be  identified.  Gromara 
adheres  pretty  well  to  Cortes,  but  his  commentator,  Chimalpain,  supplies  names 
for  places,  which  differ  from  Sahagun  and  indicate  a  deviation  from  the  ex- 
treme northern  course,  as  will  be  seen.  Torquemada  follows  chiefly  Sahagun, 
whom  he  reconmiends.  Orozco  y  Berra  has  closely  studied  the  journey,  and 
throws  much  light  on  it,  more  so  than  any  other  writer ;  yet  his  conclusiona 
are  not  always  satLsfactoiy.  Itmerario  ad  EjercUo  Espafiol^  in  Mex.  Not. 
Ciudad.f  246  et  seq.  I  have  already  spoken  at  length,  in  Native  Races,  iii. 
231-6,  on  the  life  and  writings  of  Father  Sahagun,  and  will  here  refer  only 
to  the  twelfth  book  of  his  Histaria  Oeneraly  inserted  by  Bustamante,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  set,  under  the  title  of  Historia  de  la  Conquista  de  Mexico, 
This  copy  is  from  one  found  by  Mufioz  in  the  Franciscan  convent  of  Tolosa, 
in  Navarre.  Another  copy  of  the  twelfth  book,  in  possession  of  Conde  de 
Cortina,  claimed  as  the  true  original,  was  published  separately  by  the  same 
editor,  at  Mexico,  1840,  with  lengthy  notes  from  Clavigero  and  other  writers 
to  comj^lete  the  chain  of  events,  ana  to  oonmient  on  the  suppression  in  the 
former  issue  of  statements  concerning  Spanish  misdeeds.  It  has  also  an  addi- 
tional chapter.  Neither  copy,  however,  corresponds  quite  to  that  used  by 
ITorquemada,  who  in  more  than  one  instance  quotes  passages  that  are  startling 
4X>mj)ared  with  the  modified  expressions  in  the  others.  The  severity  of  the 
friar  toward  Spanish  conquerors  was  no  doubt  a  strong  reason  for  the  sup- 
pression of  his  work.  The  twelfth  book  begins  with  Grijalva*s  arrival  and 
the  omens  preceding  it,  and  carries  the  narrative  of  the  conquest  down  to  the 
fall  of  Mexico.  According  to  his  own  statement,  on  page  132,  it  is  founded 
to  a  great  extent  on  the  relations  given  him  by  eye-witnesses,  soldiers  who 
had  assumed  the  Franciscan  robe  and  associated  daily  with  the  friar;  but 
much  is  adopted,  with  little  or  no  critique,  from  superstitious  natives,  the 
whole  forming  a  rather  confusing  medley,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  extract  the 
many  valuable  points  which  it  contains.  This  difficulty  is,  of  course,  not  en- 
countered by  such  followers  as  Bustamante  and  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg,  and 
similar  supporters  of  native  records  or  anti-Spanish  versions. 

In  the  Native  Races  I  give  the  traits  whicn  characterize  the  French  abb^ 
and  his  famous  works  on  Central  American  culture  and  antiquities,  and  it 
remains  only  to  refer  briefly  to  his  version  of  the  conquest,  comprised  in 
the  fourth  volume  of  the  Histoire  des  Nations  CivtUsies,  His  pleasmg  style 
lends  attraction  to  every  page,  but  his  faults  become  more  conspicuous  from 
the  comparison  presented  by  a  vast  array  of  authorities,  revealing  the  indis- 
creet and  enthusiastic  readiness  to  accept  native  tales,  or  anything  that  favors 
the  hypotheses  by  which  he  is  ruled,  and  in  the  disposition  to  build  magnificent 
structures  on  airy  foundation.  BUs  version,  indeed,  strives  rather  to  narrate 
the  conquest  from  a  native  standpoint,  and  to  use  Spanish  chronicles  only  as 
supplementary  authority.  To  this  end  he  relies  chiefly  on  the  now  well 
known  writings  of  Sahajnm,  IxtlilxochiU,  Camargo,  and  Torquemada,  and  it 
is  but  rarely  uiat  he  is  able  to  quote  the  often  starUing  original  manuscripts 
possessed  only  by  himself. 
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cavalry  charged,  and  took  refuge  on  the  hill-slopes,  fling- 
ing with  their  missiles  jeers  and  insults.  '*  Women!" 
they  cried;  "cowards,  who  fight  only  when  mounted! 
You  are  going  whence  none  of  you  shall  escape !"  The 
latter  threat  was  frequently  heard,  but  its  meaning 
failed  as  yet  to  be  understood  There  was  a  worse 
enemy  than  the  Mexicans,  however,  and  that  was 
hunger,  which  made  itself  severely  felt,  "although 
Spaniards  can  endure  its  pangs  better  than  any  other 
nation,"  vaunts  Gomara,  "and  this  band  of  Cortes' 
better  than  all."  Eagerly  they  scanned  the  road  side 
for  fruit  or  roots,  and  many  ate  grass,  while  the  Tlas- 
caltccs  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  and  begffed 
their  gods  to  take  pity  upon  them.^  One  soldier 
openea  a  dead  body  and  ate  the  liver,  and  when 
Cortds  heard  of  it  he  ordered  the  man  hanged,  but 
the  sentence  was  not  executed.  The  route,  at  first 
craggy,  passed  through  the  towns  of  Quauhtitlan  and 
Tepotzotlan,  along  the  lake  of  Zumpango,  to  Citlal- 
tepec,  where  camp  was  formed.  The  inhabitants  had 
fled,  but  food  was  there  to  eat,  and  even  to  carry  on 
their  journey,  and  there  they  remained  all  the  next 
day.« 

'* '  Mordiendo  la  tierra,  amu&cando  yemao,  y  al^ftdo  lo8  oios  al  cielo,  desian, 
dioses  no  noa  deeampareya  en  eate  peligro,  puea  teneys  poder  aobre  todoe  loa 
hombrea,  hazed  que  oon  vueatra  ayuda  salgunoa  deL'  Herrera,  dec.  iL  Ub.  z. 
cap.  xii. 

'^  Herrera  conf orma  to  Gort^  and  Gomara  in  admitting  a  atav  of  two 
nighta  at  one  place,  but  makea  this  Xecopatlan,  called  *  dack  town/ from  ita 
many  fowl.  Thia  ia  evidently  Tepotzotlan.  But  it  waa  not  near  ^e  lake 
like  Citlaltepec,  and  'dnck  town  applies  rather  to  a  lake  town,  in  thia 
region,  at  least  Cort^  also  writes,  m  CarioBf  137,  '  fuimoa  aquel  dia  por 
cerca  de  unaa  lagunas  haata  one  llegamos  &  una  poblacion,'  and  thia  does  not 
apply  well  to  Tepotzotlan,  which  lies  a  goodly  distance  trom  the  lakes,  re- 
quiring  certainly  no  march  along  *  some  *  lakes  to  reach  it.  Hence  the  Citlaltepee 
of  Sahagim  must  be  meant,  lliis  author,  however,  supposes  the  Spaniards  to 
stav  one  night  at  each  place,  hist,  Conq.y  36  (ed.  1840),  129.  IztUlxochitl 
calls  the  place  after  Tepotzotlan,  Aychqualoo.  Iligl,  Chieh.,  302.  At  Tepot- 
zotlan, says  Vetancurt,  some  of  the  people  remained  to  receive  the  Spaniaros — 
this  is  in  accordance  with  one  of  Sahagun's  versions — and  here  remained  to 
hide  the  son  of  Montezuma,  whom  he  supposes  to  have  escaped  with  the  troops. 
Teatro  Mex. ,  pt.  iii.  144.  According  to  Chimalpain's  interpretation  the  Spsn- 
iards  stay  the  two  nights  at  Quauhtitlan,  and  tnence  proceed  by  way  of  llca- 
tepec,  now  San  Cristobal,  skirting  the  northern  shore  of  Tezcuco  LjUce,  and  on 
to  Otumba.  Hist.  Conq. ,  i.  304-5.  This  route  certainly  appears  the  most  diiect, 
but  there  is  no  authority  for  it  The  sentence  from  Gortte  might  no  doubt  be 
adopted  equally  well  for  this  road;  but  Sahagnn,  Ixtlilxochitt,  and  Herrera 
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On  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  July  they  skirted 
the  lake  and  turned  westward 'to  Tlascala,  pursued  by 
increasing  forces;*  owing  to  which,  or  to  the  rough- 
ness of  the  road,  or  to  the  guide,  less  progress  was 
made  than  on  the  previous  day,  and  camp  was  pitched 
at  the  deserted  hamlet  of  Xoloc.  The  following  day 
they  proceeded  toward  the  Azaquemecan  Mountains, 
and  halted  at  the  town  Zacamolco.*'  Observing  a 
mysterious  movement  among  the  Indians  on  the  slope, 
Cortes  set  out  with  five  horsemen  and  a  dozen  foot- 
soldiers  to  reconnoitre.  After  skirting  the  mountain 
he  came  in  sight  of  a  large  army,"  with  a  portion 
of  which  he  came  to  close  quarters,  the  fleet  natives 
having  gained  on  the  foot-soldiers  in  making  the  turn 
of  the  hill.  In  the  m6l^e  Cortes  was  badly  wounded  in 
the  head.*  He  retreated  to  camp  and  had  the  wound 
bandaged,  and  the  forces  were  hurried  away  from  the 
town,  which  appeared  too  exposed  for  an  attack.  Tho 
Indians  pursued  them  so  closely  that  two  men  were 
killed  and  a  number  wounded,  beside  four  or  five 
horses.  One  of  the  animals  died,  and  although  the 
troops  deplored  its  loss,  the  meat  proved  acceptable, 
for  roasted  maize  with  a  little  fruit  had  been  their 
only  food  for  several  days."     Camp  appears  to  have 

name  towns  which  lie  east  and  north  of  the  Zumpango  Lake,  and  during  the 
rainy  season  now  prevailing  the  passages  between  the  lakes  were  rather 
swampy.  Tezcaoo  was  beside  too  close  for  the  fleeing  army.  Alaman  accepts 
tae  roate  south  of  Zumpango,  Diaert.,  t  122,  against  which  nearly  all  the 
above  reasons  apply. 

'^'Nos  convenia  ir  muchas  yeces  fuera  de  camino.*  Cortes,  CarUu,  138. 
Owing  to  the  guide's  inefficiency,  adds  Qomara,  Biat  Mex,,  162. 

'^Sahagun  also  calls  the  mountain,  or  the  slope,  Tona.  His  confusing 
versions  sometimes  reverse  all  the  names.  Gort^  places  it  two  leagues  from 
the  last  camp. 

"  *  DetdU  dt^l  [hill]  estabauna  gran  ciudad  de  mucha  sente.'  CarUtf,  Cartas, 
138.  Zacamoloo  is  also  called  a  litfge  town.  There  could  hardly  be  two  large 
towns  so  close  together  in  a  district  like  this,  so  that  the  other  must  have  been 
Teotihuacan,  '  city  of  the  cods,*  with  its  ancient  and  lofty  pyramids,  sacred  to 
all  Andhuac,  and  one  of  the  chief  centres  of  pilgrimage.  For  description  of 
niins,  see  Nalhve  Races,  iv.  529-44. 

*>  *Con  un  ^Ipe  de  piedra  en  la  cabeza  tan  violento,  que  abollando  las 
armas,  le  rompi6  la  primera  tunica  del  oerebro.'  So  Soils  defines  the  wound, 
which  afterward  grew  dangerous.  Hi^.  Mex,,  iL  203.  fie  supposes  that  it 
iras  received  at  Otumba. 

'^'Le  comieron  sin  dezar  [como  dizen]  pelo  ni  huesso.*  Oomara^  Hist. 
ifex.,  102.     '  La  cabeza  cupo  a  siete  o  ocho.'    The  horse  was  Qamboa's,  on 
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been  formed  for  the  night  in  a  hamlet  among  the 
hills,  the  enemy  being  left  on  the  opposite  western 
slope  of  the  range. 

A  serious  encounter  being  apprehended  the  next  day, 
additional  crutches  and  hammocks  were  prepared  for 
those  of  the  wounded  who  had  hitherto  been  carried 
on  horseback,  so  as  to  leave  the  cavalry  free  in  its 
movements."  Before  dawn  on  July  7th**  the  march 
was  resumed,  in  the  hope  of  eluding  the  forces  in  the 
rear,  little  suspecting  that  this  was  but  a  wing  of  the 
main  body  now  preparing  to  surround  them.  They  had 
proceeded  about  a  league,  and  were  on  the  point  of 
entering  the  large  plain  of  Otumba,^  when  the  scouts 
came  galloping  back  with  the  information  that  the 
whole  field  was  filled  with  warriors  in  battle  array. 
The  hearts  of  the  Spaniards  sank  within  them.  They 
were  hoping  to  escape  an  enemy  such  as  this.**  Cortes 
ordered  a  halt,  and  with  his  captains  talked  over  the 
situation.  Retreat  was  out  of  the  question,  and  to 
turn  aside  would  be  useless.  "We  must  charge  upon 
this  host,"  said  Cortes;  "we  must  make  our  path 
through  its  very  centre.  Remember  your  dead  com- 
rades; remember  your  God;  comport  yourselves  like 
Christian  soldiers,  and  this  idolatrous  horde  will  melt 
before  you  like  the  morning  mist."  He  thereupon 
issued   the  necessary  instructions  for  charging  and 

which  Alvaiado  was  saved  after  his  leap.  Herrera^  ii.  x.  xiL;  BemcU  Diaz, 
Hist.  Verdad,,  107.  Ixtlilxochitl  says  that  Zinacatzin,  of  Teotihuacan,  killed 
it — he  whom  we  shall  find  leading  the  enemy  on  the  morrow. 

'^  *  Y  pareci6  que  el  Esplritu  Santo  me  alumbr6  con  este  aviso,'  exclaims 
Cort^,  Cartasy  139.  Many  a  soldier  carried  a  comrade  on  his  back.  Chmcsnif 
Hist,  Mex,y  163. 

^'  According  to  Cortes,  whose  dates  I  have  already  shown  to  be  reliable. 
He  makes  it  a  Saturday.  Prescott  makes  it  the  8th,  a  mistake  which  has 
been  copied  by  several  writers,  including  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg  and  Otfbajal 
Espinosa. 

^  *  Llanos  de  la  provincia  de  Otupam.'  The  battle  taking  place  near 
Metepec.  IxtlilxochUt,  Hist.  Chick,,  302-3.  PUin  of  Otumpan,  also  called 
Atztaquemecan.  Camargo,  Hist.  Tlax,,  170.  *  Los  Llanos  de  Apan.*  *  ElValle 
de  Otumba.'  Lorenzana,  in  CorUs,  Hist,  N.  £!spaHa,  xiv.  148.  Clavigero  calls 
it  the  plain  of  Tooan,  derived  from  Sahagun,  wno  applies  the  name  to  the  slope 
of  the  range  bordering  it. 

"  Following  the  intimation  given  by  Sahagun,  Torquemada  states  that  the 
enemy  came  pouring  in  from  rear  and  sides  to  surround  the  troops,  i.  508. 
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resisting,  and  for  protecting  the  disabled.  The  horse- 
men were  to  ride  with  loose  rein,  lancing  at  the  faces, 
so  as  to  break  the  enemy's  lines,  and  open  a  path  for 
the  infantry,  who  were  to  follow  and  thrust  their  side- 
arms  at  the  bowels  of  their  assailants." 

Commending  themselves  to  the  virgin,  and  invoking 
the  aid  of  Santiago,  the  troops  advanced  and  entered 
the  plain,  skirted  on  the  east  by  the  lower  ranges  of 
the  Tlaloc,  which  inclosed  in  the  distance  the  town 
of  Otumba.  The  sight  was  as  grand  as  it  was  terri- 
fying. In  every  direction  were  seemingly  endless 
columns,  with  flowing  plumage,  brilliant  shields  of 
varied  designs,  and  above  and  beyond  these  a  forest  of 
glittering  iztli  points.  *'It  was  the  finest  army  Span- 
iards ever  encountered  in  the  Indies,*'  exclaims  Bernal 
Diaz.  Their  number  was  legion,  and  the  richness  of 
their  attire  signified  the  presence  of  the  strength  and 
nobility  of  the  empire.  The  original  estimate  was 
doubled,  and  that  was  increased  fourfold,  until,  like 
Don  Quixote's  sheep,  two  hundred  thousand  seemed 
small.  Aware  of  the  route  taken  and  the  destination 
of  the  Spaniards,  Cuitlahuatzin  had  sent  orders  to  the 
caciques  of  Otumba,  Teotihuacan,  Calpulalpan,  and 
adjoining  region,  to  mass  their  forces  here  and  exter- 
minate the  intruders.  This  order  came  most  oppor- 
tune, for  at  the  time  a  fair  was  held  at  Otumba, 
which  attracted  a  large  concourse,  from  which  volun- 
teers were  readily  obtained  for  so  laudable  an  object, 
represented  not  only  as  easy  of  achievement,  but  as 
profitable  from  the  spoils  that  were  to  follow.  A 
strong  force  from  the  lake  region  had  come  to  form 
the  nucleus  of  the  army,  the  command  of  which  was 
assumed  by  Cihuacatzin,  lord  of  Teotihuacan." 

^  While  they  were  halting,  writes  Ojeda,  a  big  Indian  with  club  and  shield 
advanced  to  challenge  any  Spaniard  to  single  combat.  Ojeda  responded,  but 
in  advancing  i^inst  the  man  his  negro  subve  followed  him,  and  either  the 
sight  of  two  frightened  the  native  or  he  soaght  to  decoy  them,  for  he  retreated 
into  a  copse.  Herrera,  ii.  z.  ziii 

^Camargo,  Hist.  Tlax.,  171-2;  Torquemada,  i,  609.    Ixtlilxochitl  spella 
the  name  Zihnatcatlzin,  and  Oviedo  calls  it  Xiaquetenga,  based  probably  on 
that  of  the  Tlascaltec  chief.  Duran,  Hist.  Ind. ,  MS. ,  ii.  480.  '  La  flor  de  Mexico, 
y  de  Tezcuco,  y  Saltocan.'  Bemod  Diaz^  Hist.  Verdad,,  108. 
Huz.  Max.,  Vol.  I.    83 
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The  sight  of  the  sorry  remnant  of  the  Spanish 
army  was  greeted  by  the  native  host  with  triumphant 
shouts,  trumpet  blasts,  and  the  clashing  of  weapons. 
Nothing  should  now  prevent  their  escape ;  they  were 
doomed  I  Cautiously  the  Indians  advanced  to  sur- 
round them;  for  though  the  wounded  and  bedraggled 
band  was  small,  it  still  looked  viperish.  Like  the 
French  in  Egypt  the  Mexicans  might  have  said  that 
the  centuries  were  looking  down  on  them  from  the 
mystic  towers  of  Teotihuacan,  consecrated  to  the 
sacred  past.  It  was  natural  enough  for  them  to  feel 
glad  and  proud;  surely  the  invaders  had  brought 
them  misery  enough  to  justify  any  return.  But  let 
them  not  forget  that  there  are  still  strong  men,  now 
nerved  to  desperation.  And  just  beyond  the  mountain 
fringe,  toward  which  pointed  their  holy  banner  of  the 
cross,  was  a  promised  land,  *the  land  of  bread,'  and, 
as  they  hoped,  of  trusty  friends. 

Cortes  did  not  wait  for  them  to  advance  too  near  be- 
fore he  made  a  charge.  With  head  and  arm  bandaged 
he  led  the  cavalry,  which  in  parties  of  five  rushed  at 
the  enemy,  lancing  straight  at  the  face,  and  opening  a 
way  for  the  infantry,  which  followed  at  a  quick  pace, 
thrusting  sword  and  pike  as  they  had  been  directed.**^ 
This  tactic  disconcerted  the  natives  somewhat,  and 
discarding  their  projectile  weapons  the  front  ranks 
seized  on  lances,  two-handed  swords,  and  heavy  clubs, 
encouraging  one  another  by  shouting  the  names  of 
their  towns  and  districts.  After  breaking  the  lines 
the  horsemen  turned  to  open  another  path  in  the 
direction  of  the  infantry,  throwing  the  Indians  in  a 
disorderly  pressure  one  against  the  other,  and  keeping 
them  in  a  state  of  apprehension  as  to  where  the 
mounted  avalanche  would  next  roll  over  them.  Again 
the  horsemen  turned,  dashing  close  along  the  flanks 
of  the  troops,  scattering  the  intermediate  assailants  in 
confusion,  and  rendering  them  an  easy  prey  to  the 

*^  SoUb  clears  the  mj  with  voUeyB,  bat  only  seven  moskets  remained  and 
no  ammunition. 
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foot-soldiers.  Swift  as  the  wind  the  gallant  Sandoval 
flew  past,  crying  to  his  comrades:  "We  win  to-day, 
senores!  We  win  to-day,  God  helping  usl"  Maria 
de  Bstrada  was  likewise  there,  cheering  onward  the 
men,  and  sharing  danger  with  the  foremost  of  the 
•brave. 

It  would  indeed  seem  to  persons  of  less  confidence 
than  the  Spaniards  that  some  supernatural  power 
had  been  necessary  on  this  day  to  deliver  them. 
Nor  did  the  Tlascaltecs  belie  their  fame  as  warriors, 
for  they  fought  like  lions,  as  the  soldier- chronicler 
declares,  the  chief  Calmecahua  being  particularly  con- 
spicuous for  his  bravery." 

For  a  while  the  horsemen  had  it  all  their  own  way, 
chiefly,  as  Cortes  observes,  because  the  enemy  con- 
sisted of  such  disorganized  masses  as  to  prevent  one 
another  either  from  fighting  or  fleeing;  but  as  they 
became  more  used  to  the  Spanish  tactics  they  ofiered 
firmer  resistance.  The  horse  of  the  general  being 
so  severely  struck  in  the  mouth  as  to  become  un- 
manageable, Cortes  dismounted  and  turned  it  loose 
to  seek  another.  The  injured  animal,  seemingly  im- 
bued with  its  master's  spirit,  dashed  at  the  enemy  in 
mad  career,  creating  quite  a  panic  in  its  course.  The 
cavalry  took  advantage  of  the  confusion  to  follow, 
partly  with  a  view  to  secure  the  animal;  after  re- 
gaining the  main  body  they  indulged  in  a  brief  rest. 
The  heat  no  less  than  the  fighting  had  tired  out  both 
men  and  horses;  but  there  was  for  them  little  respite, 
for  no  sooner  had  the  foes  observed  their  inaction 
than  they  closed  in  round  them  with  renewed  courage. 
"  Thrust  well  and  deep,"  came  the  order  to  the  soldiers, 
"for  they  are  aU  chiefs  I"  And  so  they  seemed,  from 
their  rich  dress,  their  elaborate  devices,  and  their 
glittering  ornaments.  Cortes  now  mounted  a  horse 
whose  viciousness  had  hitherto  consigned  him  to  the 

nCamargo  states  that  he  liyed  to  an  age  exceeding  130  years.  Heroes  in 
■Q  ages  have  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  not  being  tied  aown  to  laws  governing 
csdinary  mortals. 
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baggafife  department,*  and  again  the  cavalry  formed, 
this  time  in  more  compact  order.  But  the  enemy, 
ever  relieved  by  fresh  men,  maintained  the  firmness 
with  which  thev  had  begun  the  charge,  and  both 
horsemen  and  K)ot- soldiers  found  the  pressure  be- 
coming greater  and  the  fight  hotter.  Thus  the  battle 
continued  during  the  greater  part  of  the  forenoon,^ 
the  natives  evidently  as  fresh  as  ever,  and  the  Spaniards 
visibly  failing.  "We  thought  surely  that  this  was  to 
be  our  last  day,"  writes  Cortes,  "in  view  of  the  great 
strength  of  the  Indians  and  the  little  resistance  they 
could  find  in  us,  tired  as  we  were,  and  nearly  all 
wounded,  and  faint  with  hunger.'* 

A  feeling  of  suffocation  and  deathly  despair  comes 
over  the  Spaniards  as  the  dusky  host  fold  them  in 
closer  and  yet  fiercer  embrace.  Hot  falls  the  blood- 
reeking  breath  upon  their  faces,  as,  flushed  with  suc- 
cess and  sure  of  their  victims,  the  foe  lay  hold  of  the 
Spaniards  to  drag  them  away  to  the  sacrifice.  Rare 
offerings  to  the  gods,  indeed,  are  these  magnificent 
menl  And  such  they  will  surely  become  if  Mary, 
Santiago,  or  the  ready  genius  of  Cortes  appears  not 
quickly  to  the  rescue !  But  how  shall  there  be  rescue? 
What  rescue  is  there  to  the  sinking  ship  alone  in  mid- 
ocean?  Can  this  Cortds  for  the  release  of  his  com- 
rades baffle  death  like  Hercules  for  the  release  of 
Alcestis? 

So  it  would  seem.  Behold  yonder  grand  personage, 
borne  aloft  in  open  litter,  high  over  the  others,  with 
plumed  head-dress,  and  above  it  the  gold-net  standard, 
the  tlahuizmatlaocoptlli,  set  with  precious  feathers,  and 
secured  to  his  back  by  a  staff,  according  to  custom.** 

"  An  ill-natured  brate,  which,  attacked  the  enemy  with  teeth  and  hoo^  He 
did  GTOod  service  all  through  the  following  campaign,  till  he  fell  in  one  of  the 
last  Dattles  of  the  great  siege.  Catnargo,  HitL  Tlaue,^  172. 

*^ '  I>ar6  este  terrible  conflicto  por  mas  de  cuatro  horaa ....  Llegado  el  medio 
dia,  con  el  intolerable  trabajo  de  la  pelea,  los  espafioles  oomenzaron  k  desmayar.' 
Sahagun,  Hist,  Conq.  (ed.  1840),  132. 

*'  *  £n  ynas  Andas,  vn  Caballero  mandando,  con  vna  Rodela  Dorada,  y  que 
la  Vandera^  y  Sefial  Real,  que  le  salia  por  las  Espaldas,  era  vna  Bed  de  (Ao, 
que  los  Indios  llamaban  Tlahuizmatlaxopilli,  que  le  subla  dies  palmos,*  Tcrque" 
mada^LSiOQ.    'Suvandera  tendida, con ricas annas ddoro,ygnndespeiiaoho0 
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This  IS  the  generalissimo  of  all  the  native  forces  there 

gathered,  and  around  him  are  the  flower  of  the  army 

m  feathered  armor  of  rich  designs,  guarding  with 

zealous  care  the  banner,  and  encouraging  the  rest  t9 

renewed  eflTorts  and  brave  deeds.     Cortes  sees  him, 

and  his  purpose  for  weal  or  woe  is  fixed  almost  before 

his  comrades  are  aware  of  the  chieftain's  approach; 

for  he  comes  as  captain  of  the  hounds  to  be  m  at  the 

death  of  these  Spanish  foxes.     Cortes  is  well  aware 

of  the  importance  attached  by  natives  to  the  person  of 

the  general,  and  to  the  safe-keeping  of  the  standard. 

In  these  centre  all  the  hope  of  their  armies :  success 

is  theirs  so  long  as  they  remain;  but  once  brought 

low,  and  the  Indian  regards  all  as  lost.     Even  at  this 

juncture  Cortes  does  not  fail  to  observe  the  increased 

firmness  and  spirit  among  the  warriors  as  the  banner 

approaches.    Here,  then,  is  the  one  chance  more,  which 

is  all  the  brave  man  asks.     With  a  quick  motion  to 

his  mounted  followers,  pointing  to  the  sacred  insignia, 

and  as  if  he  would  throw  the  whole  might  of  Spain 

into  his  brief  words,  Cortes  cries  out :  "  Senores,  let  us 

break  with  them !    In  the  name  of  God  and  St  Peter, 

seflores,  let  us  close  with  them  1"     Not  a  man  there 

but  knew  that  the  next  moment  would  determine  all, 

would  determine  the  fate  of  every  Spaniard  in  New 

Spain. 

Throwing  themselves  with  the  compact  force  of  one 
of  their  own  cannon-balls  against  the  heaving  mass, 
they  mow  an  instant  path  to  the  charmed  centre. 
The  wave  of  disorder  strikes  the  sacred  guard,  while 
the  unruly  horse  of  Cortes,  bearing  him  unresistingly 
onward,  overturns  the  litter  of  the  generalissimo,  and 
hurls  the  bearers  to  the  ground.  "  Victory  1"  shouts 
Cortes,  when  he  recovers  his  breath;  and  "victory! 
victory  1"  echo  his  people,  while  Juan  de  Salamanca 
plunges  his  lance  into  the  body  of  the  prostrate  chief, 

de  aigenterU.'  BemcU  Diaz,  Hint,  Verdad.,  108.  Ixtlilzochitl  caUs  the  ffoM 
net  mcUlcuci^pilL  Hitt.  Chieh.,  303.  Camargo  more  correctly  agrees  with  Tor- 
auemadft. 
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and  seizing  the  sacred  banner,  presents  it  to  the  general 
as  his  rightful  trophy.** 

The  welcome  cry  of  Cortes  electrified  the  whole 
Spanish  line,  while  the  warriors  lately  so  triumphant 
stood  stupefied  with  dismay.  With  the  disappear- 
ance of  the  palladium  their  courage  had  fallen,  while 
the  Spanish  soldiers,  with  the  confidence  and  strength 
of  joy>  rushed  from  wing  to  wing  upon  them.  The 
warriors  wavered;  then,  with  one  more  searching 
glance  in  the  direction  of  the  guiding  emblem, 
they  became  convinced  that  their  leader  had  in- 
deed fallen.  '  Consternation  followed ;  the  panic  from 
the  centre  overtook  the  more  distant,  and  valiantly 


**  The  accounts  of  this  incident  vary  ffreatly.    According  to  Beroal  Bias 
*  Cortes  di6  yn  encnetro  cO  el  cauallo  al  Capit&  Mezicano,  qle  hizo  abatir  sa 

Tftdera quie  sigui6  al  Capitan  4  traia  la  Yandera  que  aun  no  auia  caido  del 

encuentro  que  Cortes  le  di6,  fue  vn  Juan  de  Salamanca,  natural  de  Ontiueros, 
eon  vna  buena  yegua  ouera,  qnh  le  acab5  de  matar.'  Hist.  Verdad.^  108.  The 
banner  could  not  have  fallen  without  the  generaL  Gomara  intimates  that 
Coi*t^  charged  alone  against  the  '  capitan  general,  y  dio  le  doe  lan^adas,  de 

2  we  cayo  y  murio.'  HisL  Mfx.,  163.  This  is  also  substantially  the  view  of 
hiran  and  Comargo.  Herrera  leaves  the  impression  that  Salamanca  alone 
follows  Cort<^s  in  the  charge,  and  cuts  off  the  head  and  banner  of  the  com- 
mander after  his  chief  had  wounded  and  overthrown  him.  dec  it  lib.  x.  cap. 
xiii.  Torquemada,  Clavigero,  Prescott,  and  others,  also  assume  that  Cort^ 
lances  the  generalissimo,  but  they  let  the  cavaliy  follow.  Sahagun,  who 
obtained  his  information  from  participants  that  afterward  became  friars, 
merely  states  that  Cortes  and  one  other  led  the  charge,  which  resulted  in  the 
overthrow  of  the  general  and  his  banner.  Iliat,  Cong.  (ed.  1840),  132.  Cort^ 
is  still  more  reticent  in  saying :  '  quiso  Dios  que  muii6  una  persona  dellos, 
que  debia  ser  tan  principal,  que  con  su  muerte  ces6  toda  aqueUa  guerra.' 
VarUUf  139.  The  assumption  that  Cort^  overthrew  the  commander  with 
his  lance  rests  chiefly  on  the  fact  that  Cortes  as  leader  of  the  charge  receives 
credit  for  everything  that  happens.  Writers  also  forget  that  the  commander 
was  carried  aloft  in  a  litter  the  better  to  observe  the  movements  of  the  army. 
His  burdened  carriers  would  with  greater  likelihood  have  been  overthrown 
by  the  horses  or  in  the  disorder  created  by  their  advance.  This  supposition 
k  confirmed  by  Cortes'  reference  to  the  a&ir,  wherein  he  gives  credit  to 
none  for  the  act,  his  usual  custom  when  some  one  else. performed  a  note- 
worthy deed.  He  was  seldom  chary  in  giving  credit  to  himself  for  achieve- 
ments, as  may  be  gathered  alone  from  his  account  of  the  stay  in  Mexico 
City,  which  announces  that  he  it  was  who  tore  down  the  idols,  who  captured 
the  temple  after  another  had  failed  to  do  so,  who  single-huidcid  oov«^  the 
retreat  of  his  comrades  on  the  Tlacopau  causeway  on  the  momiug  preceding 
the  flight,  and  who  with  less  than  a  score  that  'dared  stay  with  him'  pro- 
tected the  retrSat  of  the  last  remnant  from  the  city.  The  supposition  receives 
further  support  from  the  permission  given  by  the  emperor  to  Salamanca  to 
add  to  his  escutcheon  the  trophy  taken  from  the  commander.  This  implies 
that  although  the  victory  was  due  to  Cort^  he  could  not  have  inflictea  the 
mortal  wound.  Salamanca  became  alcalde  mayor  of  Goazaooaloo.  Bemai  Diaz, 
H%$t.  Verdad,,  108,  111. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


A  DECISIVE  BATTLE.  603 

as  they  had  fought  before,  as  cravenly  did  they 
now  flee.** 

Forgetful  of  wounds  and  hunger, 'and  regardless  of 
the  imminent  danger  attending  such  a  course,  the 
Spaniards  pursued  the  foolish  fugitives,  thrusting  and 
slashing  at  them  until  they  had  killed  twenty  thou- 
sand— a  round  figure,  truly,  and  one  which  accords 
well  with  the  estimates  of  the  entire  force.  But  after 
all,  what  the  natives  had  hitherto  suffered  must  have 
been  little  compared  with  the  present  slaughter,  for 
their  dead  lay  very  thick  along  the  line  of  retreat. 
Hardly  one  among  the  Spaniards  had  come  off  scath- 
less,  while  few  of  the  poor  Tlascaltecs  were  left  to 
share  in  the  rich  spoils.** 

Aflier  recalling  the  troops  from  their  bloody  pursuit, 
the  first  care  of  Cortds  was  to  see  that  the  wounded 
soldiers  had  rest  and  refreshment.  Then  a  solemn 
thanksgiving  service  was  held,  and  right  earnestly  did 
they  all  join  in  its  offering.  Cortes  ascribed  the  vic- 
tory to  St  Peter,  as  with  his  name  on  his  lips  he  had 
made  the  miraculous  charge.  But  Santiago  was  the 
soldiers'  favorite,  as  they  declared  he  was  present  and 
fought  with  them;  and  near  the  village  of  Tenexcalco 
a  chapel  was  afterward  erected  to  commemorate  his 
appearance.** 

Obviously  this  battle  was  the  most  important  so  far 
in  the  New  World;  and  it  must  ever  be  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  in  history.  The  natives 
were  probably  much  less  numerous  than  the  estimates 
of  the  boastful  victors;  still  they  were  immensely 
superior  in  number  and  condition  to  the  Spaniards, 
enfeebled   by  recent  defeat,  by  wounds,  and  want. 

^  'Los  principales,  llenarO  cO  grft  llanto,  el  caerpo  de  an  general,*  says 

Herrera;  but  this  is  doubtful,  to  judge  also  from  his  subeequent  observationa. 

**  *  Marieron. . .  .casi  todos  los  amigoa  de  loa  espafioles,  y  algunos  de  ellos 

miamofl.'  SahoQun^  HisL  Conq.  (ed.    1840),    132.     Soils  acknowledges  only 

wounded,  of  whom  two  or  tbiree  died  afterward.  Hist.  Mex,,  11  203.    Cortes 

did  not  escape  additional  wounds,  from  which  he  was  soon  to  suiSer  intensely. 

*^  The  oatiTes  were  particularly  ready  to  testify  to  this  supernatural  add, 

M  CaxDBTgo  relates,  Hp4.  Tlax,^  172,  perhaps  for  their  own  credit,  as  good 

coQTerts  and  brave  warriors.  « 
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Further,  the  latter  had  no  fire-arms  wherewith  to 
terrify  the  natives,  only  swords  and  pikes.  Their  main 
advantage  lay  in  their  horses,  their  discipline,  and  the 
genius  of  their  leader;^  all  strengthened  oy  the  enthu- 
siasm bom  of  a  national  pride,  and  a  certain  knowledge 
that  failure  meant  utter  destruction. 

Fatigued  as  all  were,  and  weakened  from  battle, 
Cortes  resolved  nevertheless  to  push  on  toward  Tlas- 
cala  the  same  day,  fearing  that  the  enemy  might  be 
shamed  into  a  rally,  or  receive  such  reinforcements 
to  their  already  immense  numbers  as  to  encourage 
them  to  return.  In  this  he  was  not  mistaken,  for 
Cuitlahuatzin  had  ordered  Tezcuco,  Chalco,  and  neigh- 
boring districts  to  send  larger  forces,  and  so  insure  an 
assumed  victory  for  the  Otumban  army.  The  rein- 
forcements appear  to  have  been  already  in  motion 
when  news  came  of  the  defeat,  accompanied  by  the 
rumor  that  a  Tlascaltec  army  was  on  the  way  to  aid 
the  Spaniards.  The  hasty  march  eastward  of  the 
fugitives  offered  in  itself  sufficient  encouragement  for 
straggling  marauders  from  the  surrounding  villages  to 
follow  in  their  wake  and  harass  them  with  occasional 
missiles.*' 

By  night  the  town  of  Temalacayocan*®  was  reached, 
and  here  the  army  obtained  some  food  and  camped 
in  and  around  the  temple.  Badly  wounded  as  he 
was,  Cortes  took  charge  of  the  watch,  for  sleep  had 
no  power  over  his  mind  at  that  moment.  Before  him 
rose  invitingly  the  ranges  of  the  Tlascaltec  border, 

** '  Never,*  writes  Qomara,  'did  a  man  show  such  prowess  as  he,  and  neyer 
were  men  so  well  led.  He  by  his  own  personal  efforts  saved  them.*  Hiai. 
Mex.,  163.  'Se  tuno  la  vitona  despues  de  Dios,  por  el  valor  de  Oort^.* 
Herrera,  dec.  ii  lib.  z.  cap.  xiii  While  quite  prepaid  to  uphold  the  general 
as  a  hero,  Bemal  Diaz  takes  exception  to  this  praise  as  unjust  to  his  many 
followers,  who  not  only  did  wonders  in  sustaining  him,  but  in  saving  his  Ufe. 
Hiat,  Verdad.,  111. 

*'  Ixtlilxochitl  assumes  that  another  urmy  was  encountered  and  routed 
with  great  slaughter,  a  few  leagues  ahead,  at  Teyocan.  HisL  Chich.,  303. 

*^IxUilxochul.  Ghimalpain  calls  it  Apam,  which  appears  to  have  been  situ- 
ated farther  north.  Lorenzana  refers  to  all  this  extoit  as  the  plains  of  Apan, 
the  name  which  it  now  bears.  Gamargo  names  the  plains  of  Apantema,  Ta- 
cacatitlan,  and  Atlmoloyan  as  traversed  by  the  army  to  reach  Tmacala.  HisL 
Tlax,,  172. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


DISMAL  FOREBODINGS.  505 

where  he  hoped  to  find  a  haven.  It  was  only  hope, 
however;  for  Cortes  came  not  as  before,  heralded  as 
the  invincible  conqueror,  to  whose  bravery  and  deeds 
the  warUke  republic  was  delighted  to  offer  homage; 
nor  with  the  vision  of  the  mighty  Montezuma  bend- 
ing before  him;  nor  with  the  prospect  of  entering 
to  assume  control  of  a  great  empire.  All  this  was 
changed.  He  had  lost  his  former  prestige,  and  could 
present  himself  only  as  a  fugitive  to  seek  protection 
for  a  remnant  of  his  army.  And  this  at  the  hands  of 
those  who  might  yet  smart  under  the  stigma  of  defeat 
by  a  handful,  and  who  might  now  find  it  prudent  and 
convenient  to  accept  the  friendship  and  •wealth  of  the 
victorious  Aztecs.  What  if  the  people  of  Tlascala 
should  reject  him?  "We  were  not  very  confident  in 
finding  the  natives  of  the  said  province  faithful  and 
friends  of  ours,"  writes  Cortds;  "for  we  feared  that 
they,  on  seeing  us  so  dismembered,  might  seek  our 
lives,  in  order  to  recover  the  liberty  which  they 
formerly  enjoyed.  This  thought  and  fear  kept  us  in 
as  great  an  affliction  as  when  we  marched  along 
harassed  by  those  of  Culiia."**  Nevertheless  he  sought 
to  cheer  his  men  with  hopes  for  the  best,  and  to 
remind  them  how  necessary  it  was,  now  above  all,  to 
guard  their  conduct  so  as  to  give  rise  to  no  jealousies 
or  unpleasantness,  since  even  a  petty  quarrel  might 
raise  a  whirlwind  to  overwhelm  them.  Should  God, 
however,  not  permit  them  to  rest  in  Tlascala,  they 
must  recall  their  many  glorious  victories  over  greater 
forces  than  could  henceforth  be  brought  against  them, 
and  be  prepared  with  stout  hearts  and  vigorous  arms 
to  meet  the  issue. 

The  march  was  resumed  in  the  morning  with  the 
usual  precautions,  although  the  pursuers  fell  off  as 
the  border  was  approached.  Soon  the  Spaniards 
reached  a  fountain  on  the  slope  of  a  hill,  close  to  an 
ancient  fortress,  which  marked  the  boundary  of  the 

^  CarUUt  140.  '  Paes  qaizk  sabiamos  derto,  que  noB  aaian  de  ser  leales,  6 
que  Tolantad  temian.'  Bernai  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad,,  108. 
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republic*  Resting  there  for  a  while,  they  drank  of 
the  water  and  were  refreshed.  Then  they  passed  on 
to  Hueyotlipan,  a  town  of  three  or  four  thousand 
families,  about  four  leagues  from  the  capital."  Here 
food  was  obtained  in  sufficient  abundance,  yet  not 
without  the  stimulus  of  presents.  The  women,  how- 
ever, were  most  sympathetic  in  their  offers  to  tend 
the  wounded,  although  only  too  many  were  deep  in 
mourning  and  clamoring  for  vengeance  for  brothers, 
sons,  or  husbands,  who  had  fallen  during  the  retreat. 
The  captains  did  their  best  to  console  them  with  the 
prospect  of  speedy  victories,  with  bitter  retaliation  on 
the  hated  Aztecs.  Whatever  doubt  yet  remained  of 
Tlascaltec  disposition  was  dispelled  in  the  afternoon 
by  the  arrival  of  the  lords,  including  the  ruler  of 
Huexotzinco,  with  a  large  suite,  bearing  provisions 
and  other  presents,  and  cheering  the  hearts  of  the  dis- 
comfited with  the  most  cordial  greeting.  They  still 
showed  admiration  for  the  white  heroes,  and  extended 
a  sympathy  for  their  sufferings  which  displayed  itself 
even  to  tears.  This  feeling  was  particularly  strong  in 
Maxixcatzin,  the  most  powerful  of  the  four  chiefs, 
who  gently  upbraided  Cortds  and  his  captains  for  not 
having  listened  to  his  warnings.  Remonstrances  were 
now  out  of  place,  however,  and  he  and  his  could  only 
bid  them  welcome,  and  tender  their  estates  and  ser- 
vices. They  were  to  regard  themselves  as  in  their 
own  house.  Their  escape  from  the  plote  and  over- 
whelming forces  of  the  Mexicans  had  raised  them  and 
their  prowess  in  the  estimation  of  the  Tlascaltecs,  and 
they  were  prepared,  as  friends  and  as  vassals  of  the 
Spanish  king,  to  shed  their  last  drop  of  blood  in  the 
task  of  avenging  the  common  injunr  suffered  at  the 
hands  of  theu*  ancient  enemies.  How  inexpressibly 
dear  is  the  prospect  of  revenge  I     The  hatred  of  the 

^  Brasaeur  de  Bourbourg  ffives  to  a  village  here  the  name  of  Xaltelolco. 
Hixt.  Nat.  Civ.,  iv.  352.  IxtlUzochitl  refers  to  it  as  HaexoyotUpan,  and  states 
that  Citlalquianhtzin  came  np  with  food  and  presents  from,  the  lords. 

^'  Cort^  calls  the  town  Gualipan ;  Bemal  Diaz,  Goaliopar ;  Gomara,  Hna- 
zilipan;  Herrera  gives  it  2000  hooaei. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BECBPTIOK.  607 

Tlascaltecs  for  the  Mexicans  was  too  deep  to  be 
smothered  by  one  reverse,  and  the  desh-e  to  avenge 
their  fallen  brethren  intensified  it.  When  the  news 
came  of  the  hostile  gathering  at  Otumba  they  had 
endeavored  to  procure  reinforcements  for  their  allies, 
but  had  not  been  able  to  collect  a  sufficient  number 
in  time."* 

Cortes  was  deeply  moved  by  the  kind  expressions 
and  offers  accorded  him,  and  sought  in  every  way  to 
strengthen  this  so  vital  friendship.  He  exhibited 
profound  grief  over  the  death  of  so  many  Tlascaltec 
allies,  and  sympathized  in  particular  with  Maxixcatzin 
over  the  loss  of  his  daughter  Elvira,  who  had  fallen 
with  her  husband  Velazquez.  He  also  distributed 
presents,  chiefly  such  as  had  been  obtained  from  the 
Otumba  battle-field,  and  induced  his  men  to  follow 
the  example.  Maxixcatzin's  heart  was  completely 
won  by  the  gift  of  the  banner  taken  from  the  Mexican 
generalissimo,®  and  other  chiefs  were  gladdened  with 
different  trophies.  The  troops  remained  at  Hueyot- 
lipan  for  three  days,"  in  order  to  recruit  somewhat, 
and  then,  assisted  by  a  number  of  carriers,  they  passed 

*' '  Yo  queria,*  said  Maxixcatzin, '  yr  en  vnestra  bnsca  oon  treynta  mil  guer- 
reros. '  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad,,  109.  This  is  confirmed  by  the  Aztec  version 
of  Ihiran,  which  says  that  the  rumor  of  Tlascaltec  preparations  helped  to  in- 
timidate the  proposed  Mexican  reinforcements  for  Otnmba.  Hist,  ind,,  MS., 
ii.  483.  According  to  Oyiedo,  50,000  warriors,  followed  by  20,000  carriers,  met 
the  Spaniards  at  the  frontier,  iii.  514.  Camargo  extends  tne  number  to  200,000, 
'who  came  too  late,  but  served  nevertheless  to  check  pursuit  from  the  enemy.' 
Hist.  Tlax.,  173.  Gomara  stamps  Oviedo's  statement  as  hearsay,  but  adds 
that  the  Tlascaltecs  declared  themselves  prepared  to  return  with  the  Spaniards 
at  once  asainst  Mexico.  This  Cortes  declined  to  do  for  the  present,  but  allowed 
a  few  soldiers  to  join  a  band  in  pursuit  of  marauding  stragglers.  Hist,  Afex. ,  164. 
The  delay  in  collecting  the  proposed  reinforcements  may  have  been  due  to  tiie 
small  faction  hostile  to  the  Spaniards,  headed  by  the  captain-general,  Xicoten- 
caU  the  younger,  who  seems  never  to  have  forgiven  the  disgrace  of  defeat  which 
they  had  been  the  first  to  inflict  upon  him.  He  had  accompanied  the  lords  to 
HueyotUpan,  perhaps  to  gloat  over  the  misfortune  of  his  victors.  According  to 
Herrera,  Captain  Juan  Paez — Torquemada  writes  Perez — was  one  of  the  in- 
vidids  at  Tlascala,  and  to  him  100,t)00  warriors  had  been  offered  to  go  to  the 
aid  of  his  general ;  but  he  declined,  on  the  ground  that  his  strict  orders  were 
to  remain  with  his  80  men  at  Tlascala.  For  this  he  was  naturally  upbraided 
by  Gort^  as  a  coward,  fit  for  hanging.  The  story  is  not  very  probable,  dec. 
ii.  lib.  X.  cap.  xiv.;  Torquemada,  i.  512. 

M  *  Que  estimd  ^1  mucho,  y  puso  por  una  de  sub  armas.'  IxtlUxoehUl,  HUt, 
Chkh.,  303. 

^  Cart^,  Cartas^  140.    Bemal  Diaz  intimates  one  day. 
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on  to  the  capital.  Here  the  whole  population  came 
forth,  headed  by  the  lords,  to  welcome  them,  with 
music,  and  flowers,  and  acclamations.^  Cortes  was 
taken  in  charge  by  Maxixcatzin  and  lodged  in  his 
palace;  Alvarado  became  the  guest  of  old  Xicotencatl, 
and  the  others  received  every  attention.  The  recep- 
tion concluded  with  a  series  of  festivities.** 

^  <  Cd  mas  de  dnzientoB  mil  hombree  en  orden :  yuan  las  mngeres,  y  nifios, 
en  la  delantera.'  fferrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  ziii.  Thia  order  may  haye  been 
intended  to  8ignif|r  peace  and  welcome. 

^  Camarffo  differs  from  Bemal  Diaz,  in  intimating  that  all  were  lodged  in 
MaxixcatzixTs  palace,  while  Ixtlilxochitl  asHnmes  that  Gortte  was  the  guest  off 
Xicotencatl.  '  Magiscacin  me  trajo  una  cama  de  madera  encajada,  oon  algona 
ropa.  ...yd  todos  nizo  reparar  de  lo  que  6l  tuTo.'  CorUs,  Cartas,  141. 
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JcrLT-SSFTEMBKK,  1620. 
DiTEBS    DZSASTEBS    TO    THX    SPANIARDS — MSXICO    MaEIS    OvERTU&BS    TO 

Tlasgaia — ^A  Council  Hxld — ^Tlasgala  Reicains  Taub  to  the  Span- 

IAJU>S — DiaATFECnON    IK    THE    ^PANISH    ArUY — CORT^   AGAIN    WiNS 
THE  SOLDIEBS  TO  HIS  ViEWB— RENEWAL  OF  ACXIVS  OPERATIONS  AGAINST 

THE  Aztecs— Success  of  the  Spanish  Arms— Large  Reinforcements 
OF  Nativx  Alldes— One  Aztec  Stronghold  after  another  Succumbs. 

At  Tlascala  were  certain  invalid  Spaniards,  who 
praised  the  natives  for  their  kind  treatment,  and  for 
the  almost  universal  sympathy  exhibited  with  regard 
to  the  misfortunes  at  Mexico.  The  army  now  learned 
that  disaster  had  also  befallen  the  Spaniards  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  The  news  of  the  flight  had 
spread  with  marvellous  rapidity,  and  Cuitlahuatzin's 
envoys  had  not  failed  to  magnify  the  successes  of  his 
arms  while  urging  throughout  the  country  the  ex- 
termination of  the  invaders.  This  advice  had  found 
ready  acceptance  in  the  provinces  west  and  south  of 
Tlascala,  which  had  additional  reasons  for  hostility  in 
the  assumption  of  the  little  republic  since  she  became 
the  ally  of  the  strangers. 

Shortly  after  the  departure  of  the  army  from  the 
coast  a  party  of  fifty  men  with  five  horses  had  fol- 
lowed with  baggage  and  valuables.  At  Tlascala  a  por- 
tion of  them,  with  two  horses,  under  Juan  de  Alcantara 
senior,  received  the  portion  of  treasure  set  aside  during 
the  late  repartition  for  the  coast  garrison,  estimated 
at  sixty  thousand  pesos.  With  this  they  set  out  on 
their  return  to  Villa  Bica,  accompanied  by  a  few  in- 

(609) 
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valids.  On  the  way  they  were  surprised  and  slaugh- 
tered, the  treasures  and  effects  being  distributed  as 
spoils.* 

The  larger  division  of  the  party,  under  tlie  hidalgo 
Juan  Yuste,*  which  were  to  join  Cortes,  also  picked 
up  some  convalescents,  together  with  additional  treas- 
ure and  baggage,  and  proceeded  to  Mexico  by  the  way 
of  Calpulalpan.  They  numbered  five  horsemen,  forty- 
five  foot-soldiers,  and  three  hundred  Tlascaltecs,  the 
latter  under  command  of  one  of  Maxixcatzin's  sons. 
Advised  of  their  approach  the  natives  of  Zultepec,. 
among  others,  were  induced,  more  by  cupidity  than 
patriotic  zeal,  to  form  an  ambuscade  along  the  steep 
declivity  of  a  narrow  pass  which  had  to  he  followed. 
Here  they  fell  upon  the  party  on  all  sides  as  they  de- 
scended in  single  file,  encumbered  beside  by  their 
burdens.  Resistance  was  ineffective,  and  those  not 
slain  were  carried  to  Tezcuco  to  be  offered  up  to  the 
idols,  while  their  effects  were  distributed,  some  of  the 
trophies  being  dedicated  to  temples  of  the  Acolhuan 
capital,  there  to  tell  the  mournful  tale  to  the  returning 
conquerors.' 

^  This  appears  to  have  taken  place  on  the  Xocotlan  road,  followed  by  the 
Spaniards  on  first  entering  the  country,  for  in  the  temple  of  this  town,  sayv 
B^mal  Diaz,  were  fonnd  the  saddles  and  other  trophies.  He  estimates  th» 
treasure  lost  at  40,000  pesos.  Hist,  Verdad.,  108, 116-117;  Lejalde,  Probataa, 
in  Icazbalceta,  CoL  Doc,  i.  425. 

'  Herrera  writes,  under  Inste  and  Morla.   If  correct  there  were  two  Morlas. 

'  Herrera  copies  this  account,  but  gives  also  another  in  an  earlier  chapter^ 
which  leads  one  to  suppose  that  Yuste  and  a  few  companions  escaped  to  the 
mountains.  They  either  perished  of  huujjer  or  were  a^>tnred  at  some  set- 
tlement while  oftering  the  remnant  of  their  treasures  for  food.  An  inscrip- 
tion by  Yuste  on  a  piece  of  bark  recorded  their  sufferings.  'For  aqui  pass6 
el  desdichado  luan  luste,  con  sus  desdichados  compafieros,  con  t&ta  hambre, 
que  por  pocas  tortillas  de  mayz,  di6  vno  vna  barra  de  oro,  que  pesaoa  ocho- 
cientos  ducados.*  dec.  11.  lib.  x.  cap.  ziii.;  dec.  iiL  Ub.  i.  cap.  v.  Torque- 
mada  repeats  both  versions,  i.  690-1.  Peter  Martyr  and  Gomara  are  also 
confusea,  allowing  the  Yuste  party  in  one  pase  to  fall  at  the  pass,  and  on 
another  to  turn  back  to  Villa  Bica  from  Tlascala.  Hist.  Mex.,  105,  181-2.  A 
misinterpretation  of  a  vague  passage  by  Cort^  is  the  cause  of  the  mistake, 
into  which  nearly  every  writer  has  fallen.  The  party  carried,  according  to 
the  Cartas,  141,  183-4,  a  number  of  agreements  with  the  natives,  and  other 
valuable  documents,  beside  Cortes'  personal  effects  and  valuables,  worth  over 
30,000  pesos  de  oro.  Bemal  Diaz  says  three  loads  of  gold.  The  inhabiiants 
said  that  people  from  Tezcuco  and  Mexico  had  done  the  deed  to  avenge 
Cacama.  But  none  except  the  natives  of  the  district  could  have  had  time 
to  gather  for  the  attack. 
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About  this  time  a  vessel  arrived  at  Villa  Rica  with 
three  or  four  score  of  adventurers,  under  Captain 
Coronado,  and  being  told  of  the  fabulously  rich 
Mexico  they  resolved  to  lose  no  time  in  following  the 
army,  in  order  to  secure  a  share  of  treasures.  It  was 
just  after  the  flight  from  Mexico,  and  the  provinces 
were  in  arms,  elated  at  the  triumphs  at  the  lake.  On 
approaching  the  Tepeaca  district  the  party  was  sur- 
prised, and  partly  slaughtered,  partly  captured,  the 
prisoners  being  distributed  among  the  towns  of  the 
province  for  sacrifice.* 

These  reports  created  no  small  alarm  for  the  safety 
of  Villa  Rica,  and  several  Tlascaltec  messengers  were 
sent  with  letters,  by  difierent  routes,  to  bring  news. 
Orders  were  also  given  to  the  comandante  to  forward 
powder,  fire-arms,  bows,  and  other  necessaries  that  he 
could  spare,  together  with  some  men,  sailors,  if  no 
others  were  available.  The  reply  was  reassuring,  for 
although  the  natives  had  fuller  particulars  of  the 
disaster  at  Mexico  than  Cortes  had  chosen  to  impart 
to  the  garrison,  yet  everything  remained  quiet.     The 

*  Herrera  places  the  ntunber  of  the  party  at  50  or  60.  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap. 
XV.  Bemal  Diaz  speaks  of  the  slauehter  in  Ijochtepec  of  72  men  and  5  women, 
and  he  leayes  the  impression  that  they  were  a  part  of  the  Narvaez  force  which 
had  followed  the  army  at  their  leisure.  Hist.  Verdad.^  108.  This  is  no  doubt 
the  party  described  in  the  text.  Yet  Herrera,  in  cap.  xvii.,  refers  to  the  de- 
stroction  at  Tochtepec  of  a  force  of  80  men  under  Captain  Salcedo,  who  waa 
sent  to  reduce  this  province  a  few  months  later.  This  incident,  mentioned  by 
no  other  original  authority,  may  be  identical  with  the  preceding.  Had  the 
party  in  question  belonged  to  the  original  force  of  Narvaez  it  would  have 
accompanied  Yuste  and  Alciintara.  Such  not  being  the  case,  it  must  have 
arrived  after  their  departure.  This  receives  confirmation  from  Gromara's  state- 
ment that  several  small  parties,  who  had  been  attracted  to  New  Spain  by 
Cort^*  conquests,  were  killed  in  Tepeaca  and  Xalacinco.  Hiat.  At  ex, ,  1 73.  The 
narratives  of  Bemal  Diaz  and  Cortes  specify  some  of  these,  numbering  from 
ten  to  eighteen  men,  who  fell  at  Quecholac,  Tepeaca,  and  other  places.  It  is  not 
likely  that  so  many  small  parties  could  have  arrived  on  the  coast  during  the 
short  interval  of  Cort^'  departure  from  Cempoala  and  his  retreat  to  Tla^la ; 
nor  that  they  would  have  ventured  in  small  numbers  into  a  strange  country, 
during  so  unquiet  a  period ;  nor  would  a  mere  dozen  have  been  allowed  to 

Enetrate  so  far  as  Tepeaca  ere  they  met  their  fate.  Hence  they  must  have 
longed  to  the  large  party  spoken  of  in  the  text,  whose  members,  dead  or 
captive,  were  distributed  among  the  different  towns  which  had  aided  in  their 
defeat.  This  appears  to  be  the  only  way  to  reconcile  the  differing  statements, 
which  have  so  confused  every  writer  as  to  lead  them  into  apparent  blimders 
or  into  the  omission  of  facts.  See  RdberUon^a  Hist.  Am,,  ii.  99;  Pre8coU*8 
Mex,,  ii.  40&-10;  Braaseur  de  Bourbourg,  HiH,  NcU,  Cw,,  iv.  353-5. 
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remittance  of  war  material  was  smalls  and  the  men 
who  convoyed  it  numbered  less  than  a  dozen,  men 
stricken  by  disease,  and  led  by  Lencero,  who  became 
the  butt  of  the  drdles  de  corps.' 

Every  attention  and  comfort  was  tendered  at  Tks- 
cala  to  the  Spaniards  while  caring  for  their  wounds 
and  awaiting  the  development  of  projects.  Hardly  a 
man  had  arrived  scathless,  and  quite  a  number  had 
received  injuries  which  maimed  them  for  life  or  re- 
sulted in  death.*  Cortes'  wounds  were  most  serious. 
The  indomitable  spirit  which  sustained  him  so  far 
now  yielded  with  the  failing  body.  Severe  scalp 
cuts  brought  on  fever/  which  caused  his  life  to  hang 
in  the  balance  for  some  time.  Finally  his  strong 
constitution  and  the  excellent  empiric  methods  of  the 
native  herb  doctors  prevailed,  to  the  joy,  not  alone  of 
Spaniards,  but  of  Tlascaltecs,  who  had  shown  the 
utmost  anxiety  during  the  crisis. 

During  this  period  of  Spanish  inaction  the  Mexi- 
cans were  energetically  striving  to  follow  up  their 
blow  against  the  invaders.  The  first  act  after  ridding 
the  capital  of  their  presence  was  one  of  purgation, 
in  which  the  victorious  party  fell  on  those  whose 
lukewarmness,  or  whose  friendly  disposition  toward 
Montezuma  and  his  guests,  had  hindered  the  siege 
operations  and  aided  the  enemy.  A  tumult  was  soon 
raised,  wherein  perished  four  royal  princes,  brothers 
and  sons  of  Montezuma,^  whose  death  may  be  at- 

>  Bernal  IHas  intimates  that  only  two  yessela  remained  of  Narvaez'  fleets 
and  one  of  these  was  now  destroyed  so  that  the  crew  might  be  sent  to  Tlascala. 
The  reinforcements  numbered  four  soldiers  and  three  sailors,  two  of  whom 
suffered  from  swollen  stomachs,  and  the  rest  from  venereal  Hiy>ftttf>ff,  ffisi, 
Verdad,,  109.  • 

*  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  109,  mentions  only  four  deaths. 

T  *  Se  le  pasmo  la  cabe^  o  porque  no  le  curaron  bien,  sacftdo  le  caaoos:  o 
por  el  demasiado  trabajo.*  Oomara,  Hist,  Mex,,  162.  Solis  describes  tiie 
progress  of  the  cure  with  a  minuteness  that  would  do  credit  to  a  medical 
Journal.  HUL  Mex,,  u.  212-14. 

"  The  Cihuaoohuatl,  Tzihuacpopocatzin,  Cipocatli,  and  Tencuecuenotzin. 
The  account  of  this  tumult  is  civen  in  a  memorial  on  the  conquest  by  an 
Indian,  possessed  by  Torquemada.  i.  509-10.  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg  assumes 
Tzihuacpopocatzin  and  the  Cihuaoohuatl  to  be  sons  of  Tizoc,  and  the  last  two 
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tributed  to  Cuitlahuatzin's  desire  to  remove  any 
dangerous  rival  to  the  throne.  Not  that  this  was  a 
necessary  precaution,  since  his  standing,  as  a  younger 
brother  of  Montezuma,  and  his  successful  operations 

r'nst  the  Spaniards,  were  suflBcient  to  raise  him 
re  every  other  candidate.*    Furthermore,  as  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  army  and  as  leader  of  the  suc- 
cessful party,  he  held  the  key  to  the  position,  and 
accordingly  was  unanimously  chosen.   About  the  same 
time  Cohuanacoch  was  elected  king  at  Tezcuco,  in 
lieu  of  the  younger  brother  forced  on  the  people  by 
Cortds,  and  Quauhtemotzin,  nephew  of  Montezuma, 
rose  to  the  office  of  high-priest  to  Huitzilopochtli. 
The  coronation  was  the  next  prominent  event,*®  for 
which  the  indispensable  captives  had  already  been 
secured  from  the  fleeing  army.     What  more  precious 
victims,  indeed,  could  have  been  desired  for  the  in- 
augural than  the  powerful  Spaniards  and  the  hated 
warriors  of  brave  Tlascala?     And  what  grander  site 
for  the  ceremony  than  the  great  temple,  recovered 
from  the  detested  intruders  and  purified  from  foreign 
emblems?     In  connection  with  this  came  a  series  of 
festivals.*^ 

The  utmost  activity  was  displayed  in  repairing  the 
damage  caused  by  the '  Spaniards,  and  in  fortifying 
the  city  and  its  approaches  against  a  possible  future 
invasion.  The  construction  and  discipline  of  the  army 
were  improved  in  some  degree  after  the  examples 
given  by  the  Europeans;  its  tactics  were  revised,  and 
its  arms  perfected  with  the  aid  of  captured  weapons, 

to  be  the  sons  of  Montezuma,  the  last  named  a  bastard.  Cipocatli,  accepted 
by  him  as  the  other  name  for  Asupacaci,  the  legitimate  heir  of  the  emperor, 
he  assumes  with  Gano  to  have  been  murdered  by  Quauhtemotzin.  Hist.  Nat. 
Civ,,  iv.  345.  But  we  have  seen  that  Cortes  appears  more  correct  in  saying 
that  the  prince  fell  with  him  during  the  Noche  Triste.  Brasseur  do  Bour- 
bourg's  assumption  serves  merely  to  show  how  hasty  and  untrustworthy  his 
statements  often  are. 

'  Cort^  assumes  only  two  rivals,  the  natural  sons  of  Montezuma,  'el  uno 
dizque  es  loco  y  el  otroperUtico.'  Cartas,  153. 

^Twenty  days  after  Montezuma's  death.  IxtlUxocJUtl,  Selaciones,  413, 304w 
11  Of  which  Sahagun  gives  some  account.  HiH,  Conq,  (ed.  1840),  137.    See 
also  Tar^t'*^mada,  i.  511. 

Hut.  Ksx.,  Vol.  I.   88 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


6U  INVALUABLE  FRIENDSHIP. 

the  Chinantec  pike  being  also  introduced  and  tipped 
with  Toledo  blades  or  other  metal  points.  Envoys 
were  despatched  to  near  and  distant  provinces,  bidding 
for  their  support  by  remission  of  taxes  and  tributes, 
by  restoration  of  conquered  territories,  by  patriotic 
appeals,  and  by  roseate  views  and  promises."  The 
Spaniards  were  painted  as  selfish,  perfidious,  and  cruel, 
intent  on  conquering  the  whole  country,  on  enslaving 
the  people,  on  extorting  their  substance,  and  on  over- 
throwing social  and  religious  institutions.  Spoils  and 
heads  of  Spanish  men  and  horses  were  sent  round  to 
disabuse  the  people  of  their  supposed  invulnerability; 
and  as  a  further  encouragement  the  dreaded  Corti^ 
was  declared  to  have  fallen. 

The  most  important  missions  were  those  to  Micho- 
acan  and  Tlascala,  the  former  an  independent  kingdom 
of  considerable  extent,  stretching  westward  beyond 
the  lake  region  to  the  Pacific,  over  an  undulating, 
well  watered  territorv,  which  abounded  in  all  the  re- 
sources of  a  rich  soil  and  a  tropic  climate.  The  in- 
habitants, the  Tarascos,  were  distinct  from  the  Aztecs 
in  language,  but  fully  their  equals  in  culture,  which 
was  of  the  Nahua  type,  and  as  a  rule  successful  in 
resisting  the  armed  encroachments  of  the  lake  allies. 
The  present  ruler  was  Zwahga,  who  held  court  at 
Tzintzuntzan,  on  Lake  Patzcuaro.  He  received  the 
embassadors  of  Cuitlahuatzin  with  due  attention,  but 
hesitated  about  the  answer  to  be  given.  The  Aztecs 
had  from  time  immemorial  been  the  enemies  of  his 
people,  and  to  aid  them  would  surely  bring  upon  him 
the  wrath  of  the  Spaniards,  who  must  still  be  powerful, 
since  the  Mexicans  came  to  plead  for  his  alliance.  In 
this  dilemma  it  was  resolved,  with  the  advice  of  the 
council,  to  send  plenipotentiaries  to  Mexico,  in  order 
to  learn  more  fully  the  condition  of  affisiirs,  and  there 
determine  what  should  be  done." 

^*'iX  les  hace  gimcia  por  nn  afio  de  todos  los  tribnto*  y  serricioa  que  boh 
obligadoB  A  le  hacer.'  Cortes,  Cartas,  155;  Oofnam,  Hut.  Mex.,  173. 

^Beaumont,  Cnfn.  Mech,,  MS.,  68  etc.;  NcUwt  Saou,  iL  107-3;  ▼.  506 
et  seq. 
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More  decisive  in  its  results  was  the  mission  to 
Tlascala.  Kegarded  as  the  most  important  of  all,  it 
was  intrusted  to  six  prominent  men,  of  acknowl- 
edged talent  for  negotiation.  They  came  fortified  with 
choice  presents  of  robes,  feathers,  salt,  and  similar  de- 
sirable commodities,  and  were  received  with  customary 
courtesy  by  the  assembled  lords  and  council.  The 
eldest  was  the  first  to  speak.  He  recalled  the  inti- 
mate relationship  between  Mexico  and  Tlascala  in 
blood  and  language,  deplored  the  feud  which  had  so 
long  existed,  and  urged  the  establishment  of  per- 
manent peace,  for  mutual  benefit,  whereby  the  Tlascal- 
tecs  would  gain  all  the  advantages  of  a  long  prohibited 
trade.  One  obstacle  alone  interposed  to  prevent  a 
happy  harmony,  which  was  the  presence  of  the  Span^ 
iaras,  to  whom  was  due  the  unfortunate  condition  of 
the  whole  country.  Their  only  aim  was  to  make 
themselves  masters,  to  overthrow  the  gods  of  the 
natives,  to  enslave  the  inhabitants,  and  impoverish 
tiiem  by  exactions. 

The  Tlascaltecs  would  after  rendering  service  be 
treated  with  the  same  base  ingratitude  and  perfidy 
^as  the  over  generous  Montezuma,  and  reap  not  only 
universal  detestation,  but  the  anger  of  the  gods. 
Better,  therefore,  to  seize  the  present  favorable  oppor- 
tunity to  deliver  themselves  from  dreadful  calamities, 
to  estabUsh  prosperity  and  independence  on  a  firm 
basis,  and  by  a  joint  alliance  recover  the  alienated 
provinces  and  share  the  revenues  therefrom."  The 
first  step  to  this  desirable  end  was  the  destruction 
of  the  Spaniards,  now  at  their  mercy,  whereby  they 
would  gain  also  the  gratitude  of  neighboring  peoples, 
the  fame  of  patriots,  and  the  blessing  of  the  gods. 

The  speech  delivered,  together  with  the  presents, 
the  envoys  withdrew  to  let  the  council  deliberate. 
Bitter  as  was  the  enmity  between  the  two  peoples, 
intensified  by  the  recent  defeat,  there  were  not  wantr 

14  <  EDtrariftii  en  parte  de  todaa  las  rentas  de  las  proyindaa  ragetas  por  eli 
imperio.'  IxOUxockiU,  Hist.  Ohieh.,  304. 
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ing  persons  to  whom  the  argament  and  offers  seemed 
all  iiiat  the  most  brilliant  fortune  could  bring.  What, 
indeed,  had  they  in  common  with  a  strange  race  by 
whom  they  had  been  conquered,  and  whose  presence 
portended  many  changes  in  their  social  and  religious 
institutions,  transmitted  by  their  forefathers,  and  up- 
held with  the  blood  of  generations?  Their  indepen- 
dence would  be  endangered.  Besides,  the  invaders  had 
been  shamefully  defeated,  and  might  never  again  hold 
up  their  heads.  The  whole  country  was  mustering  to 
drive  them  out,  and,  if  successful,  woe  to  Tlascala, 
as  their  ally.  In  any  case  a  struggle  was  in  pros- 
pect, wherein  their  sons  and  brethren  would  be  sacri- 
ficed by  the  thousands.  And  for  what?  For  the 
benefit  of  strangers,  always  ready  with  their  yoke  of 
slavery.  On  the  other  hand,  they  were  offered  the 
peace  so  long  desired,  with  its  accompanying  blessings; 
deliverance  from  the  trade  blockade  and  seclusion 
which  had  so  long  afflicted  them,  together  with  the 
attractive  adjunct  of  assured  independence,  and  the 
triumphant  and  profitable  position  of  conquering  aUies 
of  the  Mexicans." 

The  strongest  advocate  of  these  views  was  Xico-^ 
tencatl  junior,  who  had  never  forgotten  the  several 
Spanish  victories  that  checked  his  triumphal  career 
as  soldier  and  general,  and  humiliated  him  in  the 
eyes  of  the  whole  people.  Yet  this  feeling  was 
tinged  with  love  for  the  independence  and  welmre  of 
the  country,  threatened,  in  his  eyes,  by  the  invaders. 
With  the  news  of  disaster  at  Mexico  his  party  had 
assumed  respectable  proportions.  Some  of  its  members 
were  impelled  by  motives  similar  to  his  own;  some 
were  bribed  by  Mexican  gifts,  and  promises  of  wealth 
and  preferment;  some  were  tempted  by  the  arms, 
baggage,  and  treasure  of  the  fugitives,  whom  it  seemed 

^^  '  Tanto  tnipieron  decir  d  la  sefioria  estoB  embajadores,  q|ae  cad  toda 

«Ua, la  reduff  enm  &  bu  volnntad  y  deseo.  *   Old  XiootencatI  being  one  of  the 

most  devoted.  ItL  Henera  also  assumes  that  this  chi^  fayors  the  Mexicans, 
bat  the  supposition  is  due  to  confoonding  the  two  men  of  this  name,  dec  ii 
lib.  X.  cap.  ziy. 
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easy  now  to  overcome.  Not  a  few  considered  the 
burden  of  maintaining  a  horde  of  strangers,  with  the 
prospect  of  afterward  yielding  them  service  and  blood 
for  their  aggrandizement.  When  the  collectors  of 
provisions  for  the  Spaniards  made  their  rounds  they 
could  not  but  observe  the  bitter  feeling  which  pre- 
vailed in  some  quarters. *•  The  elder  Xicotencatl  ap- 
pears to  have  remonstrated  with  his  son  for  breeding 
trouble;  but  this  availed  little,  as  may  be  supposed. 
During  the  deliberation  of  the  council  on  the  Mexican 
proposal  the  young  chieftain  stepped  beyond  the  timid 
suggestions  of  those  who  incUned  toward  an  Aztec 
alliance,  and  boldly  advocated  it  as  the  only  salvation 
for  Tlascala. 

Next  spoke  the  wise  Maxixcatzin,  the  leading  rep- 
resentative of  the  republic.  In  his  chivalrous  nature 
devotion  to  the  Spaniards  exercised  an  influence, 
while  as  ruler  of  the  richest  district,  in  agriculture 
and  trade,  he  had  also  an  eye  to  the  benefits  which 
would  accrue  from  an  alliance  with  them.  He  re- 
called the  many  instances  of  treachery  and  want  of 
good  faith  on  the  part  of  the  Mexicans  to  show  how 
ttle  their  promises  could  be  relied  on.  It  was  merely 
the  presence  of  the  Spaniards  that  prompted  their 
offer  of  alliance,  which  was  to  restore  Mexico  to  its 
former  terrorizing  strength.  This  accomplished,  the 
ancient  enemy  would  not  fail  to  remember  that  Tlas- 
cala, in  addition  to  the  old-standing  enmity,  had  been 
one  of  the  chief  instruments  in  their  late  suffering  and 
humiliation,  and  had  figured  as  conqueror  and  master 
over  them.  They  would  lose  no  time  in  avenging 
themselves,  and  by  the  destruction  of  the  republic 
remove  forever  so  dangerous  an  enemy.  Par  better, 
then,  to  maintain  the  friendship  of  the  Spaniards, 
whose  good  faith  had  been  tried,  and  whose  prowess 
was  not  broken  by  one  defeat.  Previous  to  their 
arrival  they  had  been  suffering  from  the  want  even 

1*  *  A  q  venifltes,  a  oomemos  nuestra  hazienda,  anda  qne  bolmstes  deetro- 
fados  de  Mezioo,  echados  como  viles  mugeres.'  Id, 
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of^  necessaries,  and  had  been  exposed  to  incessant 
ravages  and  warfare,  which  threatened  their  very  ex- 
istence. With  the  Spaniards'  aid  they  had  been  freed 
from  this  want  and  danger;  they  had  enriched  them- 
selves with  trade  and  spoils,  and  had  raised  the  re- 
public to  the  most  prominent  position  it  had  ever 
occupied,  all  far  beyond  what  the  Mexicans  would 
ever  permit.  What  did  the  gods  say?  Oracles  and 
omens  had  foretold  the  doom  of  the  empire.  It  was 
•  in  vain  to  struggle  with  fate,  which  had  decreed  the 
control  to  the  new-comers.  The  interests  of  the  state 
demanded  the  friendship  of  these  destined  victors,  who 
offered  them  wealth  and  glory,  while  good  faith  and 
honor  demanded  loyalty  to  the  invited  guests,  from 
whom  so  many  benefits  had  already  sprung. 

Observing  the  effect  of  the  appeal  on  the  wavering 
members,  young  Xicotencatl  hastened  to  defend  his 
cherished  plans,  but  with  such  imprudence  as  to  rouse 
Maxixcatzin  to  strike  him.  He  was  thereupon  jostled 
out  of  the  council-chamber,  badly  bruised  and  with 
torn  clothes."  Against  this  expulsion  none  of  his  sup- 

^^  Beraal  Diaz  aBSumes  that  the  young  chief  had  been  bronsht  before  the 
council  a  prifloner,  to  be  arraigned  tor  his  machinationB.  His  laUier  was  so 
deeply  incensed  against  him  as  to  decree  his  death,  but  the  other  chiefs  were 
lenient  out  of  respect  for  the  father;  the  conspirators  were  arrested.  HuL 
Verdad.,  109-10.  A  later  writer  states,  on  doubtful  authority,  that  the 
chieftain  was  also  removed  from  the  command  of  the  anny ;  and  SoUs  assumes 
that  the  act  of  jostling  him  down  the  steps  in  the  council-hall  was  the  form 
of  degradation,  which  took  place  during  a  special  session,  after  the  deliben- 
tion.  He  appealed  to  Cort^,  who  caui^  him  to  be  reinstated.  HtsL  Mex., 
ii.  220-3.  According  to  Camargo,  the  elder  Xicotencatl  had  ceded  his  place 
as  ruler  to  the  son,  owing  to  his  advanced  a^e.  Hist.  Tlax.,  17^-4.  In  such 
&case  no  imprisonment  or  degradation  could  have  been  admitted;  perhaps  in 
no  case,  since  he  merely  advocated  what  he  considered  to  be  the  best  for  tiie 
country.  Duran  states  that  he  was  surrendered  to  Cortte,  who  *  le  puso  en 
prisiones,  y  creo  que  al  cabo  le  mand<^  matar,*  Hist.  Ind.,  MS.,  ii.  485,  a 
statement  which  may  have  aided  to  confuse  Gomara,  who  allows  Gort^  to 
execute  him  already  during  his  first  stay  at  Tlascala.  On  the  present  oocasloa 
he  lots  Maxixcatzin  strike  the  leader  of  the  opposite  faction.  HUi.  M^x.,  90, 
164.  His  blunder  and  vagueness  helped  Herrera  to  confound  the  two  Xiooten- 
catls,  and  Brasseur  de  l&urbourg  to  attribute  to  father  and  son  the  same 
opinion.  Hist.  Nat.  Civ.,  iv.  365-7.  This  is  also  the  view  of  IxtlilzochitL  The 
discussion  was  held  in  the  hall  or  oratory  of  Xicotencatl,  where  Cortes  had 
planted  the  cross.  While  Maxixcatzin  was  advocating  the  Spanish  cause  a 
cloud  settled  on  the  cross  and  darkened  the  room.  This  miracle  enoouraged 
the  orator,  who  threw  down  the  younger  Xicotencatl  and  won  all  to  his  side. 
The  Mexican  envoys  were  now  dismissed  with  a  refusal,  whereapoa  the 
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porters  ventured  to  remonstrate,  and  the  vote  being 
nnanimously  in  favor  of  Maxixcatzin's  views,  the 
Aztec  envoys  were  notified  accordingly."  How  mo- 
mentous this  discussion!  And  did  the  council  of 
Tlascala  realize  the  full  import  of  their  acts?  For 
thereby  they  determined  the  present  and  permanent 
fate  ot  many  powerful  nations  besides  themselves. 
Undoubtedly  the  country  would  at  some  time  have 
fallen  before  the  dominant  power;  but,  had  it  been 
possible  for  the  nations  of  the  great  plateau  to  combine 
and  act  in  unison,  very  diflferent  might  have  been  their 
ultimate  condition.  Cortes  and  his  company  owed 
their  safety  to  a  decision  which  kept  alive  discord 
between  the  native  tribes,  while  the  Tlascaltecs  were 
saved  from  what  probably  would  have  been  a  treach- 
erous alliance,  perhaps  from  annihilation,  only  to  sink 
into  peaceful  obscurity  and  merge  into  the  mass  of 
conquered  people.^'  They  endeavored  to  keep  the 
disagreement  in  the  council -chamber  a  secret  from 
Cortes,  but  he  heard  of  it,  and  failed  not  to  confirm 
Maxixcatzin  in  his  devotion  by  holding  forth  the  most 
brilliant  prospects  as  the  result  of  this  alliance.    The 

cloud  dissipated,  leaving  the  room  bright  and  the  cross  resplendent,  and  at- 
tractiii.g  many  believers.  Hist,  Chkh.^  304-5.  Sahagun  allows  Xicotencatl, 
chief  among  titie  lords,  to  attack  the  second  lord  for  m^ging  the  murder  of  the 
Spaniards.  HisC,  Conq.  (ed.  1840),  138. 

1^  With  reference  to  the  attack  on  Xicotencatl  in  the  council -chamber, 
Herrera says,  'Sin  tener  los  Mexicanos  otra respnesta se  boluieron,  con  relacion 
de  lo  que  passaua,  *  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xiv. ,  a  sentence  which  Clavigero  elaborates 
into  a  flight  of  the  envoy  on  observing  the  agitation  of  the  people.  *  £'  per6 
da  credersi,  che  il  Senato  mandasse  degli  Ambasciatori  TlascaUesi  per  portar 
la  risposta.*  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  149.  ilnrescott  and  others  also  suppose  that 
thev  fled;  but  this  is  unlikely,  since  personages  so  conspicuous  as  envoys 
could  hardly  have  escaped  from  the  centre  of  the  republic  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  senate,  who  had,  beside,  given  them  a  guard,  as  well  for  their 
honor  and  protection  as  for  preventing  the  undue  exercise  of  their  curiosil^. 
ijivoys  enjoyed  great  respect  among  these  peoples.  Camar^o  and  Ixtlilxochitl 
assume  more  correctly  that  the  envoys  were  notified  and  dismissed. 

^'  Tlascala  sealed  her  enslavement,  as  some  view  it,  ignoring  national  in- 
terests for  the  sake  of  shameful  revenge.  Behold  now  the  punishment  in  her 
decay,  and  in  the  odium  cast  on  her  descendants  by  other  peoples.  So  says 
Bustamante,  in  Sahagun^  Hist,  Conq,  (ed.  1840),  140.  They  have  certainly 
dwindled  away  ever  since  Cort^  beean  to  scatter  them  as  colonists  in  different 
directions ;  but  this  was  the  natural  and  inevitable  consequence  of  the  pres- 
ence of  the  stronger  element.  During  Spanish  dominion  they  enjoyed  some 
slight  privileges,  and  since  then  no  odium  has  attached  to  them  except  in 
cagual  refeiences  to  the  otmquest  by  prejudiced  writers. 
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words  by  which  the  council  decided  for  Cortes  were 
to  him  as  drops  of  perspiration  on  the  lately  fevered 
brow,  which  tell  that  the  crisis  is  passed. 

There  was  another  cloud  about  this  time  appearing 
on  the  horizon  of  the  fortunes  of  Cortds.  During  his 
stay  at  Tlascala  the  men  of  Narvaez  be^an  again 
to  moot  the  subject  of  return.  The  golden  vision 
of  Mexico's  treasures  had  been  rudely  dissipated, 
leaving  only  the  remembrance  of  hardships  and  dis- 
grace. The  flowery  Antilles  appeared  more  alluring 
than  ever  to  these  gold-seekers,  only  too  many  of 
whom  were  more  accustomed  to  the  farm  than  to  the 
camp.  They  could  think  of  nothing  but  the  ease  and 
security  of  the  fertile  plantations,  where  nature  un- 
loaded its  wealth,  and  where  docile  natives  ministered 
to  every  want.  In  furtherance  of  this  idea  it  was 
urged  on  Cortes,  by  Duero  and  ottier  leaders,  to  retire 
to  V  ilia  Rica  before  the  Mexicans  had  succeeded  in 
their  efforts  to  cut  off  his  retreat.  There  they  would 
intrench  themselves  while  awaiting  aid  from  the 
islands  and  arranging  a  fresh  campaign,  having  the 
vessels  to  fall  back  on,  if  necessary.  But  to  these 
intimations  Cortes  would  not  for  a  moment  listen. 
And  there  were  many  reasons  for  this — ^his  ambition 
to  be  all  or  nothing  in  this  enterprise,  his  crimes 
against  Velazquez,  his  irregularities  regarding  the 
king's  interests,  which  only  brilliant  success  could 
redeem.  As  well  might  they  talk  to  the  unyielding 
hills;  he  would  join  his  dead  comrades  in  the  canals  of 
Mexico,  or  voluntarily  ascend  to  the  sacrificial  stone, 
but  he  would  not  turn  back  from  this  adventure. 

When  the  general  revealed  his  firm  intention  to 
renew  the  campaign  as  soon  as  possible,  the  outcry 
became  loud.  The  Noche  Triste  and  the  narrow 
escape  at  Otumba  had  left  impressions  too  horrible  to 
be  easily  forgotten.  They  shuddered  at  the  thought 
of  renewing  such  risk,  and  cursed  the  gold  which  had 
allured  them  to  former  discomfitures.  If  the  general 
wished  to  throw  away  his  life  he  might  do  so,  but 
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tliey  were  not  such  madmen.  Moreover,  it  was  highly 
imprudent  to  place  so  much  faith  in  the  Tlascaltecs, 
who  might  at  the  first  encounter  with  the  enemy 
abandon  or  betray  alUes  difltering  so  greatly  in  lan- 
guage, religion,  and  customs.  A  formal  demand  was 
therefore  addressed  to  him,  through  the  notary,  to  re- 
turn to  Villa  Rica,  on  the  ground  of  their  small  num- 
ber and  dismembered  condition,  devoid  as  they  were 
of  clothing,  arms,  ammunition,  and  horses,  and  with 
BO  many  maimed  and  wounded.  They  were  wholly 
unfit  to  undertake  any  campaign,  much  less  against 
an  enemy  who  had  just  defeated  them  when  they 
were  far  stronger  in  number  and  armament  than  now. 
Declared,  as  it  was,  in  the  name  of  the  army,  though 
in  truth  by  the  men  of  Narvaez  onlv,*^  and  headed  by 
such  persons  as  Duero,  with  invocation  of  the  imperial 
name,  the  proposal  placed  Cortes  in  a  dilemma.  Yet 
it  roused  in  him  only  a  firmer  determination.  He 
was  more  master  now  than  ever  he  could  be  under  the 
new  proposal;  and  Cortes  loved  to  be  master.  The 
same  reasons  which  had  moved  him  before  to  advance 
into  Mexico  in  quest  of  independent  fame  and  wealth, 
and  to  evade  the  prospective  disgrace  and  poverty, 
imprisonment  and  death,  were  reasons  stronger  now 
than  ever. 

Here  was  another  of  those  delicate  points  on  which 
the  destiny  of  the  Estremaduran  seemed  ever  turning. 
Rousing  himself  to  meet  the  issue,  though  still  weak 
with  disease,  he  summoned  an  audience.  "What  is 
this  I  hear?"  he  asked  of  the  assembled  soldiers.  "Is 
it  true  that  you  would  retire  from  the  fertile  fields  of 
New  Spain,  you,  Spaniards,  Castilians,  Christians! 
leave  the  ship-loads  of  gold  which  in  the  Aztec  capital 
we  saw  and  handled;  leave  still  standing  the  abomi- 

'^ '  En  nombre  de  todoA.'  Oomara,  Hut,  Mex. ,  166.  Whereat  BemaJ  Diaz 
18  exceedingly  wroth.  'We,  the  old  soldiers,  stood  by  Cort^/  he  asserts, 
'  and  Gomara  8  omission  to  sav  so  is  intended  to  exalt  him  at  onr  expense. '  Hist, 
Verdad. ,  1 10.  Gort^  himself  intimates  that  the  request  was  general  Cartas^ 
142.  But  Herrera  more  justly  attributes  it  to  '  la  mayor  parte.*  dec.  U.  lib. 
X.  cap.  xiv. 
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nable  idols  with  their  bloody  ministers,  and  tamely 
summon  others  to  enjoy  the  riches  and  glories  which 
you  are  too  craven  to  achieve?  Alack!  for  your 
patriotism,  for  duty  to  your  emperor,  to  God,  for  the 
honor  of  Spanish  armsl  Know  you  not  that  one 
step  further  in  retreat  than  necessary  is  equivalent 
to  the  abandonment  of  all?  Or  perhaps  the  fault  is 
my  own.  I  have  been  too  careful  of  mine  ease,  too 
cowardly  to  expose  my  person  to  the  dangers  into 
which  I  directed  you;  I  have  fled  before  the  toe — ^help 
me  to  remember,  friends — I  have  left  my  comrades  to 
die  unaided  on  the  battle-field  while  I  sought  safety, 
I  have  fed  while  you  starved,  I  have  slept  while  you 
labored,  or  my  too  sluggish  brain  has  refused  the  duty 
due  by  your  commander."  The  speaker  paused,  but 
only  for  a  moment.  At  this,  the  very  beginning  of  his 
plea,  a  hundred  eyes  were  affectionately  regarding  him 
through  their  moisture,  a  hundred  tongues  were  aeny- 
ing  all  insinuations  of  baseness  as  applied  to  him,  their 
great  and  brave  commander.  Already  their  hearts 
were  aflame  with  avarice  and  ambition;  aflame,  hke 
St  Augustine's,  with  Christian  zeal  and  fervency  of 
devotion,  soldier  fanatics  as  they  were,  stern,  fore- 
head-wrinkled men — for  fighting  men,  no  less  than 
fighting  dogs,  display  a  gravity  in  their  every-day 
demeanor  unknown  to  tamer  spirits.  "Are  not  my 
interests  yours,  and  yours  mine?"  continued  Cortes. 
"Therefore,  I  pray  you,  ascribe  not  my  views  to  dis- 
regard of  your  wishes,  but  to  a  desire  to  promote  the 
good  of  all.  What  people  going  to  war  that  does  not 
sometimes  suffer  defeat;  but  what  brave  men  ever 
abandoned  a  glorious  campaign  because  of  one  repulse? 
And  do  you  not  see  that  it  is  more  dangerous  to  go 
than  to  remain — that  to  retreat  further  would  oiuy 
invite  further  attack?  I  will  not  allude  before  soldiers 
of  mine,"  concluded  the  speaker,  "to  the  everlasting 
infamy  of  abandoning  these  brave  Tlascaltecs  to  the 
enmity  of  the  combined  forces  of  the  plateau  for 
having  stood  the  Spaniards'  friend  in  time  of  danger. 
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Cro,  all  of  you  who  will!  abandon  your  sacred  trusts, 
and  with  them  the  riches  in  mines,  and  tributes  here 
awaiting  you,  and  fair  encomiendas,  with  countless 
servants  to  attend  before  your  new  nobility;  for  my- 
self, if  left  alone,  then  alone  will  I  here  remain  and 
general  Indians,  since  Spaniards  have  all  turned 
cowards  1" 

Hearts  of  steel  could  not  withstand  such  words  so 
spoken;  and  loud  came  the  shouts  of  approval  from 
Cortes'  old  comrades,  who  swore  that  not  a  man  should 
be  allowed  to  endanger  the  common  safety  by  leaving. 
This  manifestation  was  in  itself  sufficient  to  shame  the 
disaffected  into  resignation,  although  not  into  silence, 
for  mutterings  were  frequent  against  the  quality  of 
persuasion  employed  by  the  general  and  his  beggarly 
followers,  who  had  nothing  to  lose  except  their  lives. 
In  order  somewhat  to  allay  their  discontent  Cortes 
promised  that  at  the  conclusion  of  the  next  campaign 
their  wishes  should  be  consulted,  and  the  first  favor- 
able opportunity  for  departure  be  tendered  them — a 
cool  proposal,  affecting  only  those  who  would  be  left 
of  them,  yet  made  with  sober  visage  by  the  artless 
Cort^s.» 

^  'Si  mal  no8  sacediere  la  ida  [of  the  next  campaign]  hare  lo  que  pedia: 
y  si  bien,  hareia  lo  que  oe  ruego. '  Thus  Cortes,  by  his  skill  and  firmness,  saved 
not  only  Uie  conquest  but  the  lives  of  his  men,  which  must  have  been  sacri- 
ficed in  a  retreat  Had  they  reached  Villa  Rica  they  would  not  have  re- 
mained there,  but  would  have  passed  on  to  the  islands,  thus  abandoning  the 
countrv.  Oomara,  Hist,  Mex.,  167.  Most  of  the  points  in  the  above  speech  are 
to  be  found  in  the  lenc;thy  harangue  prepared  by  this  author.  Oviedo's  is 
weaker,  and  loses  itself  in  repetitions  and  crude  elaborations,  adorned  with 
learned  references  ill  suiting  a  soldier  addressing  rude  men,  although  not 
altoffe^er  inconsistent  with  Cort^'  love  ol  display.  Toward  the  conclusion 
is  said :  *If  any  one  there  is  who  still  insists  on  leaving,  let  him  r6  ;  for  rather 
will  I  remain  with  a  small  and  brave  number  than  with  many,  if  composed  in 
part  of  cowards  and  of  those  who  respect  not  their  honor.  Even  it  all  fail 
in  their  duty  I  shall  not.  We  shall  now  know  who,  beins  of  us,  will  drink 
water  from  the  hand,  and  who  will  kneel  to  drink  with  the  face  to  the  ground, 
so  that  they  may  be  bidden  to  depart,  as  God  said  to  Gideon. '  Oviedo,  iii.  332-3. 
The  test,  if  ever  intended,  was  not  made,  since  all  acquiesced.  Solis,  the 
inveterate  speech-maker,  has  unaccountably  subsided  for  this  period;  perhaps 
he  ia  piqued  at  finding  himself  so  fully  anticipated.  Cortes  gives  a  brief 
aynopeis  of  what  he  indicates  to  have  been  a  long  speech.  On  no  account 
would  he  commit  so  shameful,  dangerous,'  and  treasonable  an  act  as  to  aban- 
don the  country.  Cartas,  142-3;  CCavigero,  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  151;  Herrera, 
dfic  IL  lib.  z.  cap.  xiv. 
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The  determination  of  Cortes  was  now  what  it 
always  had  been,  namely,  to  conquer  and  become  mas- 
ter of  all  New  Spain;  and  the  greater  the  diflSculty 
the  greater  the  glory.  Fearing  that  further  evil 
might  result  from  continued  inactivity,  and  from  re- 
maining a  burden  on  the  allies,  Cortds  resolved  to  lose 
no  time  in  taking  the  field.^  In  the  fertile  plains  to 
the  south  of  Tlascala  lay  the  rich  province  of  Tepe- 
yacac,^  euphonized  into  Tepeaca,  long  hostile  to  the 
republic.  Intimidated  by  the  subjugation  of  Tlascala 
and  Cholula,  the  three  brothers  who  ruled  it**  had  ten- 
dered their  submission  to  the  conquerors,  only  to  return 
to  their  old  masters,  the  Aztecs,  the  moment  fortune 
seemed  to  favor  them.  The  latter  had  indeed,  in 
connection  with  their  other  preparations,  made  par- 
ticular efforts  to  stir  the  provinces  round  Tlascala  and 
toward  the  coast,  sending  large  garrisons  to  form 
centres  for  the  native  armies,  the  object  being  partly 
to  cut  off  communication  with  the  coast,  so  as  to 
prevent  reinforcements  from  reaching  the  Spaniards, 
and  partly  to  effect  a  rear  movement  when  it  might  be 
decided  to  attack  the  republic.  Reinforcemente  had 
already  been  surprised  in  this  region  and  slaughtered, 
as  we  have  seen,  and  raids  had  been  made  on  the 
allied  frontier. 

Here  was  all  the  cause  the  Spaniards  required  for 
attack,  and  as  the  country  was  for  the  most  part  open, 
the  horsemen  would  have  great  advantage  over  na- 

**  'Habiendo  estado  en  esta  provincia  veinte  dias,  atmque  ni  yo  estaba  muy 
sano  de  mis  heridas,  y  los  de  mi  •ompafii^  todavla  bien  flaooe,  sail  della.' 
CorUt,  143.  Gomara  foUows,  while  Bemal  Diaz,  Hi$L  Verdad. ,  1 10,  writes  that 
after  a  stay  at  Tlascala  of  22  days  Gort^  azmoanced  the  determiiiation  to 
march  on  Tepeaca,  which  provoked  murmurs  from  the  men  of  Narvaes. 
Preparations  for  the  campaign  appear  to  have  intervened  before  the  march 
began,  and  negotiations  with  the  province  to  be  assailed.  Herrera  intimates 
that  fully  50  Sajb  had  passed  before  negotiations  were  opened,  dec  iL  lib.  x. 
cap.  XV. 

'^  *  Significa  Tepeyacac,  remate,  o  punta  de  cerro,'  owing  to  the  position  of 
the  citv  at  the  end  of  a  mountain  range,  fd.,  cap.  xxL 

**  Their  father,  Chichtuc,  had  been  sole  ruler,  but  after  his  death  the  sons 
divided  the  province.  Id.  This  author  assumes  that  it  was  merely  an  ally  of 
Mexico,  but  there  is  little  doubt  about  its  being  tributary.  'Ixoooiuhqm,  le 
principal  de  ses  trois  chefs.*  Braaseur  dt  B<mrb<mrg,  Hist,  NaU  Oiv.,  iv.  368w 
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tive  troops.  Its  subjugation,  therefore,  promised  to 
be  easy,  and  would  secure  the  rear.  The  Tlascaltecs 
approved  of  beginning  the  campaign  with  the  out- 
lying provinces,^  where  the  concentration  of  forces 
was  smaller,  and  where  the  memory  of  Aztec  misrule 
and  oppression  might  readily  induce  the  inhabitants 
to  transfer  their  allegiance,  so  as  to  strengthen  the 
conquerors  and  allure  fresh  allies.  They  were  eager 
to  begin  the  campaign,  and  offered  a  large  force  of 
warriors.  Xicotencatl  junior  also  evinced  a  prompt- 
ness to  cooperate,  as  if  to  remove  any  ill  feeling  that 
might  have  arisen  from  his  machinations.^  In  order 
to  thoroughly  enlist  their  sympathies  Cortes  made  an 
arrangement  with  the  lords  whereby  a  number  of 
privileges  were  assured  to  their  people,  together  with 
a  fixed  proportion  of  the  spoils"  to  be  obtained  during 
the  war. 

The  troops  were  mustered  at  Tzompantzinco,  near 
Tlascala,  amidst  a  large  concourse  of  people.  There 
were  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  Spanish  soldiers, 
with  nearly  twenty  horses,  a  few  firelocks  and  field- 
pieces,  and  a  number  of  cross-bows,  but  the  arms  were 
chiefly  swords  and  pikes.  The  reinforcements  consisted 
of  six  thousand  Tlascaltecs,  including  a  few  Cholultecs 
and  Huexotzincas,  a  larger  force  being  prepared  under 
Xicotencatl  to  follow  later.*    A  demand  had  mean- 


^  The  snggestion  of  thns  openinff  the  campaa^  is  claimed  by  native  his- 
toiions  for  the  Tlascalteo  lords,  IxtlOxochitl  naming  Xicotencatl  as  the  origi- 
nator. Hist.  Chick,,  303;  Camargo,  Hist.  TUtx.,  177. 

■'And  out  of  gratitude  for  Cort^'  intercession  in  his  behalf,  as  Solis 
claims. 

^  Half  of  the  booty  obtained  in  all  conquered  countries,  with  incorpora- 
tion of  Cholula,  Huexotrinco,  and  Tepeyacac  Camargo,  Hist,  Tlax,y  176. 
This  extent  of  jurisdiction  is  doubtful.  'Les  haria  en  nObre  de  su  Magestad 
escriptura  de  conservarlos  en  sus  tierras,  ^goviemo,*  is  the  moderate  arrange- 
ment given  in  Vetanevri^  TecUro  If  ex. ,  pt.  iii.  146.  When  in  1655  an  attempt  was 
made  to  encroach  on  their  rights  they  produced  the  document  and  obtained 
justice. 

>^Benial  Diaz,  who  alone  enters  into  details,  enumerates  420  soldiers, 
4000  Tlascaltecs,  17  horses,  and  6  cross-bows^  without  artillery  or  ammunition. 
Hist,  Verdad.  ,111.  But  this  is  hardly  reliable,  for  a  few  lines  before  he  refers 
to  440  men,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  some  ammunition,  field-pieces,  and 
other  war  material  must  have  been  obtained  from  Villa  Rica.  Herrera  speaks 
of  modseteers  and  6000  allies,  50,000  more  to  follow,  dec  IL  lib.  x.  cap.  xv. 
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while  been  sent  to  Tepeaca  to  confirm  the  oath  of 
allegiance  once  tendered  the  Spanish  sovereign  and 
dismiss  the  Aztec  garrisons^  whereupon  all  past  offences 
would  be  forgiven.  The  reply  was  a  contemptuous 
refusal,  with  the  threat  that  any  attempt  at  coercion 
would  bring  upon  the  invaders  worse  punishment 
than  they  had  received  at  Mexico,  for  they  all  would 
be  dished  up  at  the  festive  board.  Every  proposal 
being  rejected,  a  formal  notice  was  sent  condemnmg' 
the  province  to  be  chastised  with  sword,  and  fire,  and 
slavery,  for  rebellion  and  murder  of  Spaniards.* 

The  army  now  advanced  on  Zacatepec,  the  first 
town  on  the  Tepeaca  border,  where  an  ambuscade 
had  been  prepared  in  some  maize  fields.  This  wa» 
discovered  in  time  to  prevent  a  surprise,  but  a 
fierce  encounter  took  place,  wherein  the  horsemen 
did  good  execution,  and  victory  was  soon  obtained,, 
with  slaughter  of  the  flying.  Ojeda,  who  had  led 
the  Tlascaltecs  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  came 
during  the  pursuit  to  the  residence  of  the  cacique  and 
planted  there  the  republican  flag,  in  token  of  capture. 
These  warriors  had  suffered  severely,  owing  in  part  to 
the  use  of  large  lances  by  the  enemy,  but  the  Span- 
iards had  only  a  dozen  wounded,  beside  two  horses,. ' 
one  of  which  died.*^    During  the  three  days'  stay  at 

(vomara  allowB  40,000  allies  to  aet  oat  at  once,  with  proviaions  and  cairien. 
Hist,  Mez.f  168.  Iztlilxochitl  mentions  onlv  4000,  and  names  some  of  the- 
leaders.  JlisL  Chieh.,  305.  Herrera  states  that  a  question  arose  as  to  the 
prudence  of  trustinff  so  small  a  body  of  soldiers  with  so  large  a  force  of  allies — 
which  soon  swelled  to  over  100,000 — who  might  in  caae  of  disagreement 
overwhelm  them.  A  cotmcil  was  held,  which  decided  that  the  loyalty  of  the 
Tlascaltecs  had  been  sufficiently  tried,  and  that  a  small  number  of  allies  would 
be  of  no  service,  ubi  sup. ,  cap.  ziv. 

**  Cort^'  first  messengers  returned  with  two  Mexicans,  who  brought  the- 
contemptuous  reply.  They  were  given  presents,  and  told  to  summon  the 
native  chiefs  to  a  parley.  On  their  return  with  a  threatening  answer  *fao 
acordado, .  .por  apte  Escriuano..  .que  se  diessen  por  esclauos  k  todos  los 
aliados  de  Mexico,  aue  huviessen  muerto  Espaftoles.*  BemcU  Diaz,  HisL  Ver- 
dcut.j  112.  *  Respondieron  que  si  mataron  Espafioles  fue  con  justa  razon,  puea 
en  tiempo  de  guerra  quisieron  passar  por  su  tierra  por  fuer9a,  y  sin  demandar 
licencia.'  Oomara,  Hint,  if  ex.,  168. 

"^  *  Tuuierd  los  Indies  amigos  buena  cena  aaaella  noche  de  piemas,  y  braoos, 

nue  sin  los  assadores  de  palo,  que  eran  innnitos,  huuo  cincuenta  mil  ollaa 
[ime  humana.'   The  Spaniaras  suffered  from  want  of  water  and  food. 
Herrera^  dec.  iL  lib.  x.  cap.  xt.    Bather  a  strong  stcny.    The  Spaniards  conl«l 
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this  town  the  neighborhood  was  reduced,  with  pillage 
and  enslavement. 

The  next  camp  was  formed  at  Acatzingo,  which  had 
been  abandoned  by  the  enemy  after  a  short  fight. 
These  successes  so  discouraged  the  Mexican  garrisons 
that  they  abandoned  the  province,  and  the  allies,  on 
marching  straight  for  Tepeaca,  five  days  later,  entered 
it  without  opposition.  This  now  became  the  head- 
quarters for  the  diflferent  expeditions  sent  out  to  re- 
duce the  surrounding  districts;*^  and  rare  work  they 
made  of  it,  plundering,  and  tearing  down  idols,  and 
making  captives.  Salt,  cotton,  feather  ware,  and  other 
commodities  were  abundant,  and  with  their  share 
therein  the  Tlascaltecs  were  highly  delighted,  but  the 
Spaniards  obtained  little  gold.  The  rulers  of  *  the 
country  had  fled;  one  of  them  to  Mexico,  to  re- 
monstrate against  the  retreat  of  the  garrisons,  and 
to  demand  additional  aid.  Finding  themselves  aban- 
doned, the  inhabitants  sent  to  beg  mercy  of  the 
conquerors,  and  being  assured  that  no  further  harm 
should  be  done  them,  they  returned  to  the  city 
and  again  tendered  allegiance.  Several  other  towns 
were  taken,  some,  like  TecaJco,  south  of  Tepeaca, 
being  evacuated,  others  tendering  submission  m  ad- 
vance, while  still  others  required  hard  fighting  to 
subdue. 

The  reduction  of  the  Tepeaca  province,  which  was 
virtually  accomplished  in  about  a  month,"  produced 
an  immediate  and  marked  effect,  not  only  on  the 
natives,  but  on  the  late  refractory  Spanish  soldiers. 

not  well  suffer  from  hunger  in  the  midst  of  maize  fields,  in  harvest  time. 
Oviedo  takes  occasion  to  dwell  on  the  common  practice  of  devourinff  the  slain 
on  the  battle-field,  thus  saving  the  trouble  of  burial,  iii.  334.  *  Mi  pare  una 
favola,'  is  Claviffero's  comment.  Storia  Afeas.,  iii.  152.    See  Native  Baees. 

'*  *  Padecienao  siempre  de  agua,  y  comida.*  Herrera,  ubi  sup.  But  this 
could  hardlv  be  the  case  in  so  rich  a  province,  at  this  time. 

n  <  £n  oDra  de  veinte  dias  hobe  pacifioas  muchas  villas  y  poblaciones  A  ella 

sajetas sin  que  en  toda  la  dicha  guerra  me  matasen  ni  hiriesen  ni  un 

espaftoL*  CorUM,  Carton^  143.  <En  obra  de  qnarenta  dias  tnvimos  aquellos 
pueblos  pacificos,'  but  with  great  hardship,  'porque  de  sangre,  y  polvo  que 
eetaua  quajado  en  las  entrafias,  no  edhauamos  otra  ooea  del  cuerpo,  y  por  la 
boca,'  etc  Bemal  Diaz,  Hiit,  Verdad.,  111^13. 
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The  latter  were  reconciled  to  the  prosecution  of  the 
conquest  on  finding  the  opening  campaign  so  speedy 
and  comparatively  bloodless,  and  fresh  confidence  was 
infused  mto  the  Tlascaltecs,  and  new  allies  came  for- 
ward, while  the  prestige  of  Spanish  arms  began  agam 
to  spread  terror  amon^  the  enemy  and  open  a  way 
into  other  provinces.  This  was  promoted  by  messen- 
gers, who  carried  promises  of  release  from  Aztec 
tyranny,  and  pointed  out  the  fate  of  rebellious  and 
stubborn  Tepeacan  towns.  The  Mexicans,  who  during 
the  inactivity  of  the  allies  had  grown  somewhat  lax 
in  their  efforts  to  conciliate  subject  provinces,  now 
became  more  earnest,  more  free  with  presents  and 
offers  to  remit  tribute.  These  endeavors  were  greatly 
counteracted  by  their  troops,  however,  whose  in- 
solence and  greed  drove  the  inhabitants  to  tacitly  or 
openly  favor  the  Spaniards. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  Aztec  garrisons  from  Tepeaca 
served  to  strengthen  those  on  ite  frontier,  particularly 
at  QuauhquechoUan,*"  ten  or  eleven  leagues  south- 
west of  the  new  Spanish  head-quarters,  which  pro- 
tected the  approach  to  the  southern  pass  into  the 
valley  of  Mexico."  Its  province  bordered  on  Hue- 
xotzinco  and  Cholula,  and  skirting  the  snow-crowned 
Popocatepetl  it  extended  for  some  distance  south 
and  south-east  of  it.  The  lord,^  who  had  tendered 
allegiance  to  Spain  simultaneously  with  Montezuma, 
had  recently  sent  in  the  assurance  of  his  loyalty,  with 
the  explanation  that  fear  of  the  Mexicans  had  pre- 
vented him  from  doing  so  before.  A  few  days  later 
came  his  messengers  to  ask  protection  against  the 
Aztec  garrisons,  reinforced  to  the  extent  of  some 
thirty  thousand  men,"  who,  from  their  camp  within  a 
league  of  the  city,  were  plundering  and  committing 

**  The  name  of  a  beautiful  bird,  now  San  Martin  de  Hnaquechula.  Thii 
town  was  known  to  the  Spaniards  under  the  name  of  Guacachula. 

s«  *A  la  entrada  de  un  puerto  que  se  pasa  para  entrar  &  la  provineia  de 
M^jico  por  alii.*  CorUa,  Cartas,  145.  After  the  conquest  it  was  moved  to  a 
more  open  site,  three  leagues  south.  Torquemcuia,  i.  310. 

^  CalcozametL  Brtusew  de  Bourbourg,  Hid,  Nat.  Oiv.,  ir.  372. 

'«  Herrera  reduces  Cortte*  figure  to  20,000. 
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outrages.  This  appeal  being  quite  in  accord  with  the 
plans  of  Cortes,  he  at  once  complied  by  sending  Olid 
and  Ordaz,  with  two  hundred  soldiers,  thirteen  horses, 
most  of  the  fire-arms  and  cross-bows,  and  thirty 
thousand  allies.'^  It  was  arranged  with  the  Quauh- 
quechoUans  that  they  should  begin  the  attack  as  soon 
as  the  Spaniards  came  near,  and  cut  off  communica- 
tion between  the  city  garrison  and  the  adjoining  camp. 
Olid  marched  by  way  of  Cholula,  and  received  en 
route  large  accessions  of  volunteers,  chiefly  from  the 
province  to  be  aided  and  from  Huexotzinco,  all  eager 
for  a  safe  blow  at  the  Aztecs,  and  for  a  share  of  the 
spoils.  So  large,  indeed,  was  the  enrolment  that  some 
of  the  ever  timid  men  of  Narvaez  conjured  up  from 
this  a  plot  for  their  betrayal  into  the  hands  of  the 
Mexicans,  with  whom  rumor  filled  every  house  at 
QuauhquechoUan,  making  in  all  a  larger  number  than 
at  Otumba.  The  loyalty  of  the  new  province  being 
wholly  untried,  and  that  of  Huexotzinco  but  little 
proven,  the  alarm  appeared  not  unfounded,  and  even 
the  leaders  became  so  infected  as  to  march  back  to 
Cholula,  whence  the  chiefs  of  the  suspected  allies  were 
sent  under  guard  to  Cortes,  with  a  report  of  the 
occurrence.^  The  latter  examined  the  prisoners,  and 
readily  surmised  the  cause  of  the  trouble;  but,  as  it 
would  not  answer  to  dampen  native  ardor  for  the  war 
by  leaving  them  in  that  suspicion,  he  apologized  for 

*7  Bemal  Diaz  names  Olid  alone  for  the  command,  and  Gomara  adds  Ordaz 
and  Andres  de  Ta^ia,  while  Herrera  sabstitutes  Ordaz  and  Avila.  The  latter 
IS  probably  wrong  in  ^ying  them  300  soldiers,  and  Peter  Martyr  errs,  through 
his  printer,  perhaps,  m  allowing  only  3000  allies. 

"^Cort^  writes  that  this  occurred  in  a  town  of  Huexotzinco  province, 
and  that  here  the  Spaniards  were  alarmed  by  the  report  of  collusion  between 
the  Huexotzincas,  tne  Quauhqnechollans,  and  the  Aztecs.  The  leaders  de- 
scribed the  expedition  as  difficult.  Cartas,  146.  Gomara  follows,  naming  the 
captain  who  brought  the  chiefs  captive  to  Cort^.  Hiat.  Mex,^  169.  Bemal 
Diaz  points  out  very  plausibly  that  Huexotzinco  lay  wholly  out  of  the  way ; 
and,  ignoring  the  accession  of  volunteers,  he  assumes  that  the  report  of  a  vast 
gathering  of  Mexican  troops  round  Quaidiquechollan  was  the  cause  for  alarm, 
among  the  Narvaez  party  only.  Olid  appealed  to  their  honor,  and  did  all  he 
could  to  enoouraffe  them,  but  failed.  HisC,  Verdad.,  112-13.  Clavigero 
believes,  on  the  other  hand,  that  Olid  caught  the  alarm  as  readily  as  the  rest. 
Staria  JfeM.,  iii.  154.  The  joininff  of  Huexotzincas  may  have  led  to  the 
belief  that  the  march  lay  through  their  territory. 
Hm.  Max.,  Vol.  I.    84 
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what  had  happened  as  a  misunderstandings  smoothed 
their  ruffled  feelings  with  presents,  and  encouraged 
their  zeal  With  an  additional  force  of  one  hundred 
soldiers  and  some  horses  he  set  out  for  Cholula  to 
assume  command  in  person,  shaming  the  men  out  of 
their  fears,*  and  accepting  the  large  reinforcements 
which  were  oflfered  on  the  way. 

As  soon  as  he  came  in  sight,  at  the  end  of  the 
valley,  the  QuauhquechoUans,  who  had  made  their 
preparations  in  advance,  fell  on  the  garrison,  securing 
at  the  same  time  the  scouts  and  stragglers.  The 
Aztecs  resisted  valiantly,  encompassed  though  they 
were  by  assailants  who  filled  the  roofs  and  heights 
round  the  temple  which  formed  the  citadel.  An 
entry  was  effected  by  the  Spaniards,  and  the  natives 
rushed  upon  the  warriors  with  such  fuir  that  scarcely 
one  was  left  to  tell  the  tale.  A  number  of  the  be- 
sieged, outside  the  citadel,  had  already  fled  toward 
the  Aztec  camp,  whose  battalions  were  now  de- 
scending, brilliant  in  feathered  mail  and  ornaments. 
Entering  the  further  side  of  the  city  they  began 
to  fire  it.  Cortes  was  summoned  to  the  rescue,  and 
hurrying  onward  with  the  cavalry  ht  soon  routed 
their  disorganized  masses,  leaving  pursuit  chiefly  to 
the  allies.  At  a  certain  pass  the  enemy  rallied,  to  be 
dislodged  within  a  few  moments  and  cut  off  from  their 
camp.  Exhausted  by  battle  and  flight,  under  a  broil- 
ing 8un,they  turned  in  disorderly  scramble  up  the  steep 
mountain  slope,  only  to  find  themselves  checked  on  the 
summit  by  fleeter  bands  of  QuauhquechoUans  and  other 
allies,  and  obliged  to  make  a  stand.  By  this  time 
they  could  hardly  raise  their  hands  in  self-defence, 
and  the  battle  became  little  more  than  a  butchery, 
during  which  scattered  remnants  alone  managed  to 
escape,  leaving    the   rich  garments   and   jewels   of 

**  Bemal  Diaz  states  that  Cortte  did  not  ^,  bnt  soit  Olid  a  sharp  letter, 
which  roused  him  to  proceed  with  the  expedition.  But  our  chronicler  was 
sick  with  fever  all  ttiis  time,  and  has  evidently  not  been  well  informed. 
Cort^'  description  of  the  ronte  and  of  different  occurrences  indicates  that  he 
must  have  been  present. 
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the  dead  to  stay  the  pursuers,  who  now,  according 
to  Cortds,  numbered  over  one  hundred  thousand. 
Several  Spaniards  were  wounded,  and  one  horse 
killed.^  The  field  beinff  reaped,  the  victors  entered 
the  camp,*^  which  was  divided  into  three  parts,  each 
large  enough,  it  is  said,  to  form  a  respectable  town^ 
well  appointed,  with  hosts  of  servants,  supplies,  and 
paraphernaha.  Laden  with  spoils  they  returned  to 
the  city  to  receive  a  well  merited  ovation.  The  citi- 
zens were  afterward  rewarded  with  several  privileges 
for  their  loyal  aid;*^  deservedly  rewarded,  for  with- 
out their  cooperation  the  place  could  not  have  beeii 
captured  without  difficulty,  since  it  lay  between  two 
rivers**  coursing  through  deep  ravines,  and  was  shielded 
on  one  side  by  a  steep  mountain  range.  Beside  its 
natural  strength  the  city  was  protected  by  a  breast- 
work of  masonry,  which  extended  toward  the  mountain 
and  down  into  the  ravines,  forming  here  a  smooth 
fJEkcing  of  some  twenty  feet,  and  rising  in  other  places 
into  a  distinct  wall  of  great  height  and  width,**  with 
a  parapet.  There  were  four  entrances,**  wide  enough 
for  one  horseman  only,  with  staircase  approaches,  and 
with  maze-like  lappings  of  the  walls,  which  rendered 
it  difficult  to  force  an  entrance.  Along  the  walls  lay 
piles  of  stones  and  rocks  ready  for  the  foe.  The 
population  was  estimated  at  five  or  six  thousand 
mmilies,  supported  in  part  by  a  number  of  gardens 
within  the  city,  and  subject  to  it  were  three  towns 
in  the  valley,  containing  an  equal  number  of  people. 
Four  leagues  south  of  QuauhquechoUan  lay  Itzo- 
can,**  a  well  built  city,  with  a  hundred  temples,  says 

^ '  Gftyeron  machos  delloe  [enemy]  muertoByahofladoB  de  la  calor,  sin,  herida 
ningana,  y  doe  caballos  se  estancaron,  y  el  uno  murio. '  CorUs,  Cartas^  149. 

*i  •  En  Me3doca.'  Oomara,  HUt.  Afex.y  169. 

** '  Y  se  lea  conseiran  el  dia  de  hoy,*  says  Lorenzana,  in  CorUSf  HisL  jV. 
MtpaHa,  160. 

<■  *  Dos  tiroB  de  ballesta  el  nno  del  otro.'  Cortis,  CariaSy  150. 

^  *  Tres  estadoe  en  alto,  y  14.  pies  en  ancho,*  says  Herrera,  dec.  ii.  lib.  z. 
fl^k  zvL  '  Alto  oomo  cuatro  estados  por  de  faera  de  la  ciudad,  4  nor  de  dentv» 
MtA  cast  igual  con  el  saelo.'  Oort^^  Uartaa,  160.     Meaning,  in  places. 

^  Herrera  says  two. 

**  Later  Izucar;  now  liatamoros. 
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Cortes,  and  a  population  of  three  or  four  thousand 
families,  situated  in  a  fertile,  irrigated  valley,  which 
from  the  climatic  protection  afforded  by  the  sheltering 
mountains  included  cotton  as  one  of  its  staples,  and 
had  also  some  attractive  gold  mines.  The  place  lay 
at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  surmounted  by  a  strong  turreted 
fort,  and  offered  a  striking  resemblance  to  Malaga,  it 
was  said.  The  level  sides  were  protected  by  the 
banks  of  a  deep  river,  which  here  formed  a  semicircle, 
and  all  round  the  city  ran  a  wall  five  feet  high,  well 
provided  with  towers  and  stone  ammunition.  The 
cacique  was  an  alien,  appointed  by  Montezuma,  whose 
niece  he  had  married,  and  possessed  strong  sympathies 
for  the  lake  government,  which  maintained  a  fine  gar- 
rison. To  reduce  the  place,  so  as  to  root  out  a  strong- 
hold for  the  dissemination  of  Aztec  influence,  was  of 
the  first  importance. 

Thither,  therefore,  Cortes  proceeded  with  his  forces, 
including  allies^  who  were  by  this  time  so  numerous 
as  to  cover  the  plains  and  mountains,  wherever  the 
eye  could  reach,  representing  at  least  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thousand  men.  On  arriving  before 
the  city  it  was  found  occupied  only  by  warriors,  esti- 
mated at  from  five  to  eight  thousand,  the  women  and 
children  having  all  withdrawn.  Guided  by  natives 
the  army  passed  to  a  point  affording  a  comparatively 
easy  entrance.  The  surprised  garrison  now  thought 
less  of  resistance  than  of  securing  their  retreat  across 
the  river.  It  was  spanned  by  a  bridge,  but  this  the 
Spaniards  destroyed  as  they  fell  upon  them,  and  many 
of  the  unfortunate  Aztecs  took  to  the  water  in  their 
confusion,  only  to  add  to  the  list  of  victims.  The 
cavalry,  swimming  across  with  ease,  overtook  and 
arrested  a  large  portion  of  the  flying  till  the  allies 
came  up  to  aid  in  the  slaughter.*''   Two  captives  were 

*^  Benial  Diaz  assnineB  that  Olid  is  the  sola  leader;  that  he  was  here 
wounded,  and  lost  two  horses.  Betoming  to  Tepeaca  he  was  received  with 
great  honor,  and  joined  in  UngUng  at  the  ahum  which  had  caused  the 
army  to  turn  back  at  Choluhi.  fie  would  never  after  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  opulent  and  timid  soldiers  of  Narvaez,  he  said.  EitL  Verdaa.,  114. 
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sent  to  offer  pardon  to  the  inhabitants,  on  the  con- 
dition of  their  returning  and  remaining  loyal.  Soon 
after  the  chiefs  came  to  make  arrangements,  and 
within  a  few  days  the  city  had  resumed  its  wonted 
appearance. 

Cortds  thought  it  the  best  policy,  in  this  frontier 
town  of  his  conquest,  to  make  a  favorable  impression 
by  extending  mercy,  and  with  the  rapid  flight  of 
his  fame  as  an  irresistible  conqueror  spread  also  his 
reputation  as  a  dispenser  of  justice,  lenient  or  se- 
vere, as  the  case  might  be.  A  number  of  caciques 
hastened  accordingly  to  propitiate  him,  during  his 
stay  in  this  quarter,"  by  tendering  submission  and 
praying  to  be  confirmed  in  authority.  Among  them 
came  a  deputation  from  the  inhabitants  of  Oco- 
petlahuacan,"  at  the  foot  of  Popocatepetl,  who  cast 
the  blame  for  delay  on  their  cacique.  He  had  fled 
with  the  retreating  Mexicans,  and  they  disowned 
him,  praying  that  the  dignity  might  be  conferred 
on  his  brother,  who  had  remained,  and  who  shared 
the  popular  desire  for  Spanish  supremacy.  After  a 
ludicious  hesitation  the  request  was  granted,  with  the 
mtimation  that  future  disobedience  would  be  severely 
chastised." 

Still  more  flattering  overtures  came  from  the  ca- 
ciques of  eight  towns  in  Cohuaixtlahuacan,*^  some 
forty  leagues  to  the  south,  who  had  already  tendered 
allegiance  on  the  occasion  when  Pilot  Umbria  first 

Qomara  sappooes  that  the  bridge  had  been  destroyed  before  the  flighty 
■0  that  few  of  the  garrison  esca]^  from  the  sword  and  the  stream.  Hist, 
Mex,,  171. 

"  Ixtlilxochitl  extends  the  stay  at  Ytzooan  alone  to  twenty  days.  HiaL 
Chich,y  305.     Others  make  it  less. 

**  Cort^  caUs  it  Ocnpatuyo,  which  Lorenzana  corrects  into  Ocuituco,  and 
Toranemada  into  Acapetlahuaca,  i.  315,  while  Qavigero  insists  that  it  should 
be  Ocopetlajoccan.  StoriaMe^.y  iii.  157. 

M  <  Vinieron  asimismo  d  se  ofrecer  por  vasalloe  de  V.  M.  el  sefior  de 

Goajocingo,  y  el  sefior  de  otra  cindad  que  estd  6  diez  leguas  de  Izzucan. '  CarUs, 
Cartas,  152. 

*>  This  name  is  badly  misspelled.  Chimalpain  identifies  it  with  Hnax- 
t^ca,  which  is  decidedlv  out  of  the  way,  Hist.  Conq,,  ii  12,  while  Orozco  y 
Berra  stamps  *en  verdad  errdnea'  the  suggestion  of  Lorenzana  that  it  is 
Oajaca;  but  modem  maps  do  place  it  in  Oajaca,  very  slightly  modified  in 
spellkig. 
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passed  through  that  province  in  search  of  Zacatola's 
gold  mines." 

Before  leaving  Itzucan,  Cortes  was  called  upon  to 
appoint  a  successor  to  the  fugitive  cacique.  The 
candidates  were  a  bastard  son  of  the  late  native  ca^ 
cique,  whose  death  was  due  to  Montezuma,  and  the 
son  of  the  deceased  ruler's  legitimate  daughter,  mar- 
ried to  the  lord  of  QuauhquechoUan.  The  general, 
being  only  too  eager  to  please  so  loyal  an  ally,  decided 
in  favor  of  his  son,  on  the  ground  of  legitimacy;  but 
since  he  was  not  yet  ten  years  old,  the  regency  was 
intrusted  to  the  bastard  uncle,  aided  by  some  chiefs." 
The  boy  followed  the  army  to  imbibe  Spanish  ideas 
and  instruction,  and  received  baptism  not  long  after, 
with  the  name  of  Alonso,"  the  nrst  Christian  prince 
in  New  Spain. 

Another  important  yet  troublesome  expedition  was 
to  secure  the  road  to  Villa  Kica,  on  which  so  many 
Spaniards  had  fallen,  and  which  was  still  dangerous. 
It  was  intrusted  to  two  hundred  men,  with  ten  horses, 
and  a  large  force  of  allies."  The  first  reduction  in 
this  quarter  had  been  Quecholac,  where  pillage  and 
enslavement  formed  the  retaliation  for  murders  com- 
mitted," and  Tecamachalco,  which  gave  greater  trouble 
before  it  fell,  and  yielded  over  two  thousand  slaves, 

^'  They  had  always  been  loyaJ,  they  said,  although  deterred  by  fear  of 
Mexico  from  sooner  proclaiming  it;  the  four  remaining  pueblos  of  the  province 
would  soon  send  in  tiieir  allegiance.  Cort^Sj  Cartaa,  152-3. 

^  The  construction  of  sentences  in  CorUs^  CarioA^  ]  52,  and  the  complex 
relationship,  have  misled  nearly  every  one  who  notices  this  incident — as, 
Oomara,  Bist,  If  ex.,  171;  Vetancvrt,  Teatro  Mex.,  pt.  iiL  147;  Bemal  IHtat, 
Hist,Verdad.,  116a. 

^'  Alonso  Coltzin.  Chimtdpakny  HieL  Conq,,  ii.  12.  Ixtlilxochitl  calls  him 
Ahuecatzin.  Hisi,  Chieh,,  905.  Alvarado  stood  sponsor.  Terrified  by  some 
idle  gossip,  or  by  the  preparations  for  his  baptism,  the  boy  asked  the  friar 
when  he  was  to  be  sacrificed;  but  received  comfort  in  a  pious  exhortation. 
Torquemada,  i.  520. 

^  Herrera  cives  the  command  to  Olid  and  Juan  Bodriguez  de  Villafuerte, 
the  owner  of  we  much  disputed  first  madonna  image,  accompanied  by  Juan 
Nuliez,  Sedefto,  Lagos,  ana  Mata.  dec  ii  lib.  z.  cap.  xvii.  Olid  may  have 
been  detached  from  QuauhquechoUan  after  the  first  success  had  made 
troops  leas  neoessary;  yet  Kenera  indicates  that  he  set  out  before  this 
expedition. 

^  '£n  lo  de  Gachula  fue  adonde  aoiaa  muerto  en  los  aposentos  quinze  Es- 
ipaftolea.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  112. 
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besides  much  spoil."  The  chastisement  of  these  dis- 
tricts had  taught  the  easterly  parts  a  lesson,  so  that 
more  hardship  than  fighting  was  now  encountered, 
for  the  march  lay  to  a  great  extent  through  unin- 
habited tracts,  it  was  in  the  region  of  Las  Lagunas 
that  some  captive  Spaniards  had  been  denuded  and 
fattened,  and  then  goaded  to  death,  like  bulls  in  a  ring, 
for  the  amusement  of  the  natives.  The  bodies  had 
then  been  devoured,  a  part  of  the  flesh  being  jerked 
and  distributed  over  the  district  as  choice  morsels, 
and  pronounQed  savory.  Forty  of  the  most  guilty 
tormentors  were  secured  in  a  yard  for  execution.  In- 
formed of  their  fate  they  began  to  dance  and  sing, 
commending  themselves  quite  cheerfully  to  the  gods 
as  they  bent  their  heads  to  the  sword.**  How  blessed 
the  righteous  when  they  die ! 

"  B.  V  de  Tapia,  in  hU  testimony  against  Cortes,  states  that  about  6000 
prisoners  were  sent  to  him  from  these  districts  by  Olid,  all  of  whom  had 
surrendered  without  resistance,  and  that  he  ordered  the  men,  2000  in  number, 
to  be  executed,  the  women  and  children  being  sold  or  distributed.  CorUa, 
Jiesidencia,  i.  59-60. 

^  'BoluierO  a  Tepeaca,  y  auiendo  estado  treynta  diss  en  esta  jomada 

hallaron  a  Hernando  Cortes,  que  era  buelto  de  Guacachula.'  Herrem,  dec.  ii. 

lib.  z.  cap.  xvii.     These  successes  are  said  to  have  been  dimmed  by  a  severe 

defeat  at  Tochtepec,  on  Rio  Papaloapan,  whither  Salcedo  had  been  sent  with 

80  men.     It  was  the  eiarej>6t  tor  trade  in  this  region,  and  was  held  by  a 

strong  Aztec  garrison,  aided  by  native  warriors  with  Ohinantec  pikes.    Omnff 

partly  to  the  efficient  use  of  this  weapon,  and  partly  to  the  carelessness  of 

salcedo,  the  troops  were  surprised  and  slaughterad  to  a  man,  after  selling 

tiieir  lives  as  dearly  as  possible.    The  disaster  beinc  a  blow  also  to  Spanish 

prestige  which  it  woula  never  do  to  overlook,  Ordaz  and  Avila  were  sent 

not  long  after  with  a  larger  force,  some  horses,  and  20,000  allies,  to  exact 

retaliation  in  death,  captivi^,  and  rich  spoiL    The  victors  came  back  with 

ample  plunder.  Berrera,  ubi  sup.     See  note  4  this  chapter  for  doubts  on  the 

massacre. 
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KINa-MAEING  AND   CX>NyEBTING. 

Octobkb-Dbgbmbeb,  1620. 

Conquest  zk  Detail — Basba  Cauqht — Other  Abbivals  and  Redt- 
FOBCEMEKTs— The  Small-pox  Coices  to  the  Assistancb  of  the  Span- 
lABDe — Lettebb  to  the  Empebob — Establisrino  of  Seguba  de  la 
Fboittera— Cebtain  of  the  Disaffected  Withdraw  fbom  the  Abmt 
AND  Return  to  Cuba — Division  of  Spoils — Hsad-quartebs  Bstab- 

USHED  AT  TlASGALA. 

Thus  all  was  going  gayly  with  the  Estremaduran 
once  more.  It  was  easy  work  overcoming  the  divided 
Aztec  forces,  which  combined  had  proved  so  formi- 
dable. And  there  was  little  trouble  now  from  factions. 
None  advocated  a  station  by  the  sea-side,  with  ships 
ready  for  flight;  none  thought  of  abandoning  New 
Spain  for  Cuba.  The  simple  presence  of  the  general 
was  as  the  shield  of  Abas,  which  performed  so  many 
marvels,  and  the  mere  sight  of  which  could  on  the  in- 
stant stay  a  revolt  or  reduce  a  province  to  submission. 

The  successes  of  the  Spaniards  were  rapidly  en- 
larging the  fame  and  influence  of  their  leader,  bring- 
ing among  other  fruits,  as  we  have  seen,  alliances  and 
reinforcements,  not  alone  from  native  sources,  but 
from  Spanish.  The  first  accession  of  the  latter  was 
thirteen  soldiers  and  two  horses,  brought  in  a  small 
vessel  under  the  hidalgo,  Pedro  Barba,  formerly  com- 
mandant at  Habana.  Commandant  Rangel  at  Villa 
Rica  had  received  instructions  to  secure  any  vessel 
that  might  arrive,  both  with  a  view  to  obtain  recruits, 
and  to  prevent  news  from  travelling  to  Cuba  of  the 
defeat  of  Narvaez,  or  other  incidents.  As  the  vessel  en- 

(636) 
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tered  the  roadstead  he  accordingly  approached  it  in  a 
well  manned  boat,  with  hidden  arms.  "How  fares  Nar- 
vaez?"  was  Barba's  first  inquiry.  "Exceedingly  well," 
replied  Rangel.  "He  is  prosperous  and  rich,  while 
Cortes  is  a  fugitive,  with  a  score  of  miserable  followers 
at  the  most ;  or  he  even  may  be  dead."  "All  the  better," 
rejoined  Barba;  "for  I  bear  letters  from  the  most  mag- 
nificent Velazquez,  with  instructions  to  secure  the 
traitor,  if  he  be  ahve,  and  send  him  at  once  to  Cuba, 
whence  he  shall  go  to  Spain,  as  commanded  by  our 
most  illustrious  Bishop  Fonseca."  As  a  matter  of 
course,  Senor  Barba  will  accept  the  proffered  hospi- 
tality; he  will  go  ashore  and  deliver  his  message  to 
Narvaez  in  person.  And  he  will  catch  this  slippery 
fox  from  Estremadura,  and  carry  him  hence  to  be 
hanged;  he  will  carry  him  to  his  worshipful  master 
Velazquez  to  be  hanged.  So  entering  the  boat  he 
is  conveyed  away,  but  only,  alas  I  to  be  declared  a 
prisoner;  only,  alas!  to  learn  that  though  damned, 
Cortes  is  not  dead,  and  is  by  no  means  likely  at  once 
to  meet  strangulation  at  the  hand  either  of  Barba, 
Narvaez,  or  Velazquez.  Meanwhile  other  visitors  in 
other  boats  proceed  to  secure  the  crew.  The  vessel 
is  dismantled;  and  since  Cortes  is  the  king,  and  not 
Narvaez,  the  so  lately  fierce  and  loyal  Barba,  nothing 
loath,  declares  for  Cortes.  Indeed,  Barba  was  by  no 
means  unfriendly  to  the  general,  as  proven  by  his 
attitude  at  Habana  two  years  before.  Any  such 
reinforcement  was  gladly  welcomed  at  Tepeaca,  and 
Cortes  sought  to  insure  Barba's  loyalty  by  making 
him  captain  of  archers.*  A  week  later  arrived  another 
small  vessel,  under  the  hidalgo  Rodrigo  Morejon  de 
Lobera,  with  eight  soldiers,  a  mare,  a  quantity  of  cross- 
bow material,  and  a  cargo  of  provisions.  It  was  se- 
cured in  the  same  manner,  and  the  soldiers  and  sailors 
proceeded  to  join  the  army.    Thus  Cortds  draws  them 

^  <Con  este. .  .Tino  vn  FranciBco  Lopez,  vezino,  y  Regidor  que  fne  de 
GuatimalA.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad,,  113.  Vetancurt  assumes  that  Pedro 
del  Gastillo^Diaz  calls  him  'el  Almirante  Pedro  Cauallero' — secured  Barbfi 
uid  his  veaael.   TecUro  Mex,,  pt.  ill.  148;  CotUb^  Reaidencia,  ii.  165. 
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in,  friend  and  foe  alike  being  liis  fish,  if  ouce  they 
enter  his  net. 

More  substantial  reinforcements  were  in  store, 
however.  Governor  Garay,  of  Jamaica,  had  in  no 
manner  been  discouraged  by  the  failure  of  his  last 
expedition  to  Pdnuco,  and  the  rumors  of  his  rival  s 
success  in  New  Spain  fired  him  to  renewed  efforts, 
the  more  so  since  he  possessed  the  royal  grant,  the 
vessels,  and  the  men,  with  ample  means  to  sustain 
them.  In  the  spring  of  1520  he  had  despatched 
three  vessels,  with  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  soldiers 
and  sailors,  a  few  horses,  and  some  artillery,  under  the 
former  commander,  Pineda.*  Ascending  the  Pdnuco 
the  expedition  came  to  a  town,"  and  met  with  good 
reception,  but  the  natives  soon  tired  of  giving  their 
substance  to  strangers,  who  may  beside  have  been 
guilty  of  excesses,  and  they  made  hostile  demonstra- 
tions. Pineda  showed  a  bold  front,  and  proceeded  to 
attack  the  town,  but  was  surprised  and  killed,  together 
with  a  number  of  soldiers  and  the  horses.*  The  rest 
escaped  as  best  they  could  in  two  of  the  vessels,  pur- 
sued by  a  fleet  of  canoes.  One  of  the  caravels  was 
wrecked  not  far  above  Villa  Rica,  whereupon  a  por- 
tion of  the  men  resolved  to  proceed  by  land  rather 
than  suffer  starvation  on  board,  for  in  the  hurry  of 
the  flight  the  lockers  had  received  no  attention.  Both 
the  sea  and  land  parties  arrived  at  the  Spanish  port, 
where  every  care  was  given  them.'    Thence  they  were 

'  *  El  capitft  Diego  de  Camargo/  says  Herrera;  bat  Bernal  Dias  explains 
that  this  man  stepped  into  the  captaincy  on  the  murder  of  'fulano  Alvarez 
Pinedo,*  at  Pdnuco.  *Dixeron,  que  el  Capitan  Camargo  auia  sido  Fraile 
Dominico,  e  que  auia  hecho  profession.'  JJist,  Verdad,,  114. 

■  Seven  leagues  up,  says  Herrera. 

*  *Muerto  diez  y  siete  6  diez  y  ocho  cristianos,  y  herido  otroe  machos. 
Asimismo. .  .muerto  siete  caballoe.*  CorUs,  Cartas^  144.  Bernal  Diaz  as- 
sumes that  the  whole  attacking  force  was  killed  and  some  vessels  destroyed. 
*  Dexaron  vna  carauela,*  says  Herrera. 

^  Herrera  states  that  hunger  caused  the  land  expedition  to  abandon  the 
vessels  some  twenty  leagues  above  Almeria.  The  people  from  tiie  wrecked 
caravel  were  taken  on  board  the  last  vessel,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xviii.  Oort^ 
leaves  the  impression  that  both  vessels  arrived  at  Villa  Rica,  perhaps  because 
the  one  was  wrecked  so  near  it.  *  Vn  naoio. . . y  traia  sobre  sesenta  soldados.' 
Bernal  Diaz,  HisL  Verdad..  114.  This  may  include  the  land  party,  but  not 
the  sailors. 
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forwarded  to  Tepeaca,  where  their  cadaverous  com- 
plexion and  swollen  bodies  procured  for  them  the 
nickname  of  '  panzaverdetes/  or  green  paunches. 
Hardship  and  bad  food  had  carriea  a  number  past 
relief,  and  even  in  Tepeaca  several  died,  including 
Camargo,  as  Bemal  Diaz  believes. 

A  month  later,  after  the  Quauhquechollan  expedi- 
tion, another  vessel  arrived  with  about  fifty  soldiers,* 
under  Miguel  Diaz  de  Auz,  an  Aragonian  cavalier. 
He  had  l^en  sent  to  reinforce  Pineda,  but  after  re- 
maining at  Rio  Pdnuco  for  a  month,  without  seeing 
even  a  native,  he  had  come  down  to  search  for  the 
fleet.  The  fame  of  Cortes  and  the  promise  of  rich 
spoils  induced  him  to  follow  the  preceding  party,  in 
contradistinction  to  which  his  stout  and  lusty  re- 
cruits were  dubbed  the  'strong-backs.*^  Hearing 
that  two  other  vessels  had  been  fitted  out  to  follow 
the  Pdnuco  expeditions,  and  were  probably  now 
cruising  alonff  the  coast,  Cortds  ordered  a  crew  to  be 
sent  in  pursuit,  with  the  sole  desire,  as  he  expressed 
it,  to  save  them  from  the  fate  which  had  so  nearly 
overtaken  Camargo.  One  was  never  heard  of,  and 
the  other,  the  largest,  entered  the  port  before  the 
searching  vessel  had  left,  it  seems,  bringing  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  men  and  sixteen  horses. 
Camargo  was  induced  to  remonstrate  with  the  captain 
against  proceeding  to  Pdnuco,  since  the  result  could 
only  be  disastrous,  the  native  lord  having,  beside, 
tendered  allegiance  to  Cortes  in  Montezuma's  time.* 

*  '  Con  hasta  treinta  hombres  de  mar  j  tierra. '  CorUa^  Carta$y  154.  '  Sua 
soldadofi,  que  eran  mas  de  cincuenta,  y  mas  siete  cauallos/  says  Bemal  Diaz, 
Hist,  Verdad.,  114;  and,  since  Cort^  would  be  less  apt  to  indicate  large  ac- 
cessions, he  may  be  correct. 

7  <  Este  fue  el  mejor  socorro . . .  Diaz  de  Auz  siryi6  muy  bien  a  su  Macestad 
en  todo  lo  que  se  ofreci6  en  las  guerras, .  .trazo  pleyto  despues.  soore  el 
pleyto  de  la  mitad  de  Mestitan, . .  conque  le  den  la  parte  de  lo  que  rentare  el 
pueblo  masde  dos  mil  y  quinientos  pesos.*  BemaX Dxaz^  Hist,  Vtrdad.^  114-15. 
JUe  was  excluded  from  the  town  itself,  owing  to  cruel  treatment  of  Indians. 

^  *  £1  seflor  de  aquel  rio  y  tierra,  que  se  dice  Pdnuco,  se  habia  dadopor  vasallo 
de  V.  M.,  en  cuyo  reconocimiento  me  habia  enviado  d  la  ciudad  de  T'enuxtitan, 
Gon  sus  mensajeros,  ciertas  cosas.  *  Corlis,  Cartott  144-5.  But  this  is  probably 
A  mere  assertion,  since  the  Spanish  expeditions  had  never  been  higher  than 
Almeria,  and  the  cacique  could  have  had  no  inducement  for  submitting. 
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• 

But  the  captain  would  not  listen  to  him.  To  the  joy 
of  Cortes,  however,  a  storm  arose,  which  obliged  this 
captain  to  slip  his  anchor  and  put  to  sea;  obliged  him 
to  take  refuge  in  San  Juan  de  Ulua  harbor,  where  he 
found  his  vessel  so  unsafe  as  to  require  her  to  be 
stranded,  whereupon  the  forces  and  armaments  were 
landed.'  Cortes  at  once  sent  a  sympathizing  message, 
oflfering  the  captain  every  assistance,  but  never  for  a 
moment  intending  to  give  him  any.  He  even  ten- 
dered other  vessels  for  his  voyage — so  he  tells  the 
emperor."*  But  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  tender  was 
illusive,  and  that  he  did  all  in  his  power,  with  bribery, 
promises,  and  even  force,  to  secure  the  men  and  arma- 
ment, and  at  the  same  time  to  weaken  his  rivals  by 
their  loss.  According  to  some  accounts  he  caused 
their  vessels  to  be  sunk  to  prevent  departure,"  an  act 
which  Oviedo  declares  a  fair  war  measure,  particu- 
larly on  the  part  of  Cortes,  who  greatly  needed 
reinforcements.  Men  destined  for  so  comparatively 
unattractive  a  region  as  Pdnuco  must  have  been 
pleased  by  the  prospect  of  ready  spoils  and  Mexican 
treasures  soon  to  fall  into  their  hands  under  so  able 
and  successful  a  leader  as  Cortes.  They  were  there- 
fore readily  induced  to  join  him,  the  captains  alone,  as 
in  the  last  instance,  interposing  objections  for  a  while. 
These  several  accessions  amounted,  according  to  the 
testimony  of  Cortds,  to  about  two  hundred  men  and 
some  twenty  horses,"  together  with  a  large  quantity 

'  Bemal  Diaz  refers  to  the  last  accession  from  Garay's  expeditions  as  40 
soldiers  and  10  horses,  tinder  an  old  man  named  Ramirez.  Protected  by  heavy 
cotton  armor  they  were  nicknamed  the  'albardillas.*  Hist,  Verdad.,  115. 

^^  *  Si  todos  6  algnnos  dellos  se  quisiesen  volver  en  los  navioe  que  alii 
estaban,  que  les  diese  licencia.  *  Cortis,  Cartas,  163. 

^^  Oviedo,  iii.  335;  and  so  Herrera  also  intimates  in  reference  to  Camai^'s 
only  remaining  vessel,  ^la  qnal  se  anegb  t&bien  detro  de  10.  diaa  en  el  pnerto.' 
dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xviii. 

"  The  last  two  vessels  bring  150  men  and  16  horses,  probably  over  20,  to 
which  must  be  added  Camargo's  force,  amounting  no  doubt  to  60  effective  men, 
for  Bemal  Diaz  admits  60  soldiers,  not  countins  sailors;  and  Herrera  intimates 
that  over  100  men  must  have  reached  Villa  Kica  of  the  total  force  on  board 
Camargo's  tiiree  vessels.  Bemal  Diaz*  estimates  for  the  five  vessels  which  he 
enumerates  exceed  170  soldiers  and  20  horses ;  on  fol.  1 15  he  contradicts  severs! 
points,  including  the  total,  to  which  the  sailors  may  be  added,  whUe  a  small 
reduction  is  to  m  made  for  deaths  among  Camargo*s  men.   Vetancurt  follows 
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of  smaU-arms,  artillery,  and  ammunition.  Thus  a^ain 
and  again  was  the  shrewd  and  lucky  Cortes  aided  by 
the  very  means  which  his  great  enemies  and  rivals 
had  sent  to  be  used  against  him;  aided  to  reap  the 
advantages  they  had  planned  and  plotted  to  secure. 
And  all  the  while  he  was  pitting  the  antagonisms  of 
native  foes  one  against  another,  employing  them  also 
to  assist  him  in  securing  the  grand  prize.  Greatness 
is  but  another  name  for  good  K)rtune.  Circumstances 
certainly  did  as  much  for  Cortds  in  promoting  success 
as  Spanish  arms  and  superior  civilization. 

Civilization  1  What  fools  we  are,  pluming  ourselves 
in  its  radiance,  the  radiance  of  ghastly  electrical 
lights,  adopted  instead  of  the  glorious  sun  of  nature. 
For  is  not  the  unartificial  nature,  and  nature  God, 
while  artifice  is  rather  of  the  devil?  And  yet  we 
persist  in  glorifying  artifice  and  calling  it  deity. 
The  human  sacrifice  of  the  Aztecs  was  a  horrible 
rite,  but  in  the  hands  of  the  Spaniards  is  not  Chris- 
tianity a  bloody  mistress?  And  does  not  European 
civilization  constantly  demand  the  sacrifice  of  millions 
of  lives,  if  not  for  the  propitiation  of  gods,  then  to 
avenge  an  insult,  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  a 
nation,  or  to  gratify  the  spleen  of  rulers?  At  hand 
even  now,  -coming  to  the  assistance  of  the  magnifi- 
cent Cortes,  civilization's  pride  and  pet  for  the 
moment,  is  another  ally  of  civilization,  more  terrible 
than  horses,  blood-hounds,  gunpowder,  or  steel.  At 
the  time  of  Narvaez'  departure  for  Cuba,  smaU-pox 
was  raging  there  so  severely  that  it  offered  a  reason 

Bemal  Diaz,  and  bo  does  Preacott,  who  assumes  that  full  150  men  and  20  honea 
must  have  been  obtained.  Mex,,  ii  438.  Eobertson  raises  this  nearer  to  the 
trnth  by  saying  180  men,  Hist,  Am.,  ii.  104,  as  does  Brasaeur  de  Bonrbourg, 
who  nevertheless,  on  an  earlier  page,  adds  Sa[hagun*s  fanciful  reinforcement  of 
900 men.  Hist.  Nat.  Civ.,  iv.  371, 387.  While  the  Spaniards  were  curing  them- 
selyes,  '11^6  &  Tlazcala  un  Francisco  Hernandez,  espafiol,  con  300  soldados 
castellanoB  y  con  muchos  caballoa  y  armas.*  SaAagun,  HiU.  Cong.,  i.  37.  The 
later  edition  does  not  give  the  number.  Gomara  merely  states  that  numerous 
small  parties  came  over  from  the  Antilles,  attracted  by  Cortte*  fame,  through 
AiUon^s  reports,  he  seems  to  say.  Many  of  them  were  murdered  on  the  way, 
bat  sufficient  numbers  reached  him  to  restore  the  anny  and  encourage  the 
prosecution  of  the  conqiiest.  Hist.  Mex.,  173. 
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for  preventing  the  governor  from  leaving  with  the 
expedition.  A  pioneer  vessel  of  the  fleet  sowed  the 
malady  at  Cozumel,  whence  it  entered  the  continent. 
Before  it  spread  far  in  this  direction  Cempoala  was 
infected  by  a  negro  slave  of  Narvaez.*'  The  Spaniards 
knew  little  about  its  treatment,  and  that  little  they 
sought  to  impart,  not  for  their  own  safety,  since  those 
that  were  left  of  them  were  considered  almost  proof 
against  the  malady,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  allies. 
Their  advice  did  not  avail  much,  however,  for  the 
natives  were  too  devoted  to  their  panacea,  the  hot 
and  cold  bath,  which  only  intensified  the  evil.  The 
terrible  force  of  the  first  attacks  of  epidemics  and  en- 
demics is  well  known,  and  it  has  been  advocated  with 
apparent  truth  that  the  diseases  of  a  strong  people 
fall  with  particular  force  on  weaker  races.  After 
desolating  the  coast  region  for  some  time,  the  small- 
pox crossed  the  plateau  border  during  the  summer, 
and  in  September"  it  broke  out  round  the  lakes,  on 
its  way  to  the  western  sea,  smiting  high  and  low, 
rich  and  poor.  For  sixty  days,  according  to  native 
records,  the  hueyzahuatly  or  great  pest,  raged  here 
with  such  virulence  as  to  fix  itself  a  central  point  in 
their  chronology.  In  most  districts,  says  Motoliniay 
over  half  the  population  died,  leaving  towns  almost 
deserted,  and  in  others  the  mortaUty  was  appalling. 
Those  who  recovered  presented  an  appearance  that 
made  their  neighbors  flee  from  them,  until  they  be- 
came accustomed  to  the  sight.  Learning  how  con- 
tagious was  the  disease,  and  terrified  by  the  number 
of  deaths,  the  inhabitants  left  the  bodies  to  putrefy, 
thus  aiding  to  extend  the  pest.  In  some  cases  the 
authorities  ordered  the  houses  to  be  pulled  down  over 

"  Said  to  have  been  named  Frandaco  E^goia.  Sahagttny  Hist.  Ccnq,^  L  39, 66» 
and  Chimaipcunt  HisL  Conq.f  i.  278.  Herrera  writes  that  many  aasamed  the 
malady  to  nave  been  one  of  the  periodical  acourges  that  used  to  fall  cm  the 
oountiy.  *  Y  el  no  aner  tocado  aloa  Gaatellanoa,  paieceque  trae  aparenda  de 
razon.'  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  iv.  But  it  appears  to  have  been  wholly  a  new  dia- 
eaae  to  the  natives. 

i«  *  £n  el  mes  qne  llamaban  Tepeilhnitl  que  es  al  fin  de  aetiembre,*  as 
Sahagun  aaanmes.  Bitt.  Conq,,  i.  39. 
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the  dead,  so  as  to  check  the  contagion.  Not  the  least 
of  the  evil  was  a  famine,  which  resulted  from  a  lack  of 
harvesters."^ 

Among  the  first  victims  at  the  capital  were  King 
Totoquihuatzin,  of  Tlacopan,  and  Cuitlahuatzin,  the 
successor  of  Montezuma.  The  latter  had  ruled  barely 
three  months,"  but  suflficiently  long  to  prove  himself 
a  most  able  leader  of  his  people  in  their  struggle  for 
liberty,  for  he  was  brave,  full  of  devices,  and  ener- 
getic, yet  prudent;  a  man  who,  not  content  with 
securing  the  expulsion  of  invaders,  had  sought  to 
strengthen  his  position  with  alliances  and  by  attract- 
ing the  subject  provinces  through  gifts,  remissions, 
and  promises.  If  he  did  not  succeed  so  well  as  he 
had  hoped,  the  fault  must  be  ascribed  to  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  previous  government  and  to  dereliction 
of  duty  among  his  officers. 

As  a  monarch  he  would  not  have  fallen  far  short 
of  the  native  ideal,  for  as  a  general  he  had  dis- 
tinguished himself;  and,  the  brother  of  Monte- 
zuma, he  had  in  his  court  imbibed  the  dignity  and 
majestic  manner  born  of  constant  adulation  from  sub- 
servient nobles  and  plebeians.  Crafty  and  unscrupu- 
lous, he  appears  not  to  have  hesitated  at  crime  and 
breach  of  faitli  to  secure  his  aims  for  personal  and 
state  advancement.  The  flourishing  condition  of  his 
own  province  indicated  a  not  unwise  administrator; 
and  the  beauty  of  Iztapalapan,  its  magnificent  pal- 
aces, and  exquisite  gardens  filled  with  choice  plants 
from  different  regions,  pointed  to  a  ruler  of  cultivated 
taste. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Mexico  lost  in  him  one  of 

^^Motolinia,  Hist,  Ind.,  in  Icazbaleeta,  GoL  Doe.,  i  14-15;  Sahagun,  Hist, 
Conq.,  i.  39,  66;  Mendkta,  Hist.  Ecles.,  5U;  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  101 ; 
Id.  (Paris  ed.  1S37),  iv.  460  (a  chapter  omitted  in  the  original);  Oomara,  Hist. 
Mex.,  148;  Cfhimalpam,  Hist.  Conq.,  1.  279;  Torquemada,  i.  489;  Texcoco  en 
los  uUimos  tiempos,  273. 

^'  'Vivid  despues  de  an  elecfion  boIos  sessenta  dias.'  Cano,  in  Oviedo,  iii. 
649.  The  election  havins  taken  place  twenty  days  after  Montezuma's  death, 
according  to  bctlilxochitl,  who  assumes  that  he  ruled  only  40  or  47  days. 
HiH.  Clueh.,  304;  Id.,  Relacumes,  413.  Others  extend  the  rule  to  80  days, 
both  as  leader  and  king,  perhaps,  which  would  agree  with  Cano's  yersioa. 
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the  most  promising  of  sovereigns,  and  perhaps  the 
only  leader  capable  of  giving  her  a  longer  lease 
of  freedom  in  face  of  the  irresistible  onslaught  of 
fore^ners."  Thus  bravely  worked  the  small-pox 
for  Cortds  and  the  superior  civilization. 

The  strongest  candidate  for  the  Mexican  throne 
was  now  the  high-priest  Quauhtemotzin,"  a  young 
man  of  about  twenty-three^*  years,  rather  handsome, 
of  fairer  complexion  than  the  average  of  his  race, 
grave  and  dignified,  as  befitted  a  prince,  and  ^  quite  a 
gentleman  for  an  Indian.'  He  is  said  to  have  been 
the  son  of  Montezuma's  sister  by  Itzquauhtzin,  lord 
of  Tlatelulco,  the  twin  town  or  suburb  of  Mexico, 
who  had  been  fellow-prisoner  of  the  late  emperor, 
and  sharer  in  his  fate.**  The  brothers  and  descendants 
of  Montezuma  had  been  pretty  well  removed  by  death, 
or  through  the  machinations  of  Cuitlahuatzin;  but  if 
nearer  legitimate  claimants  existed,  Quauhtemotzin 
had  eclipsed  them  all  in  experience,  influence,  and 
fame,  as  a  brave  and  able  leader.  As  the  chief  com- 
panion of  his  predecessor,  and  one  who  even  before 
the  appearance  of  the  latter  had  led  the  uprising 
against  the  Spaniards,  he  had  become  identified  as  a 
true  patriot,  keeping  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
dominant  party  which  began  and  continued  the 
struggle  for  freedom.    In  order  further  to  secure  his 

"  Such  characteristics  may  be  seen  in  Spanish  as  well  as  native  records; 
yet  Solis  writes,  *8U  tibieza  y  falta  de  aplicacion  dexdse  poco  menos  que  bor- 
rada  entre  los  suyos  la  mexnoria  de  sa  nombre.'  Hist.  Mex,,  372.  Sufficient 
proof  of  his  energy  is  found  in  the  siege  resulting  in  the  expulsion  from 
Mexico. 

^^  The  native  authorities  incline  to  Quauhtemoc,  but  the  Spanish  raierally 
add  the  '  tzin,'  the  *c*  being  elided,  and  the  'Q'  changed  to  *  G,'  miAing  the 
name  Guatemotzin.  'Quauhtemoc,  que  significa  Aguila  que  baja.'  Vetancvrt, 
TeairoMex,,pt.  iii.  61. 

^'  Bemal  Diaz  describes  him  about  a  year  later  as  23  or  24  years  old,  while 
on  another  occasion  he  alludes  to  him  as  25.  ffisL  Verdad.,  112,  155.  Iztlil- 
xochitl  makes  him  18.  Hist,  Chick.,  304. 

^  *  For  muerte  de  su  Padre  gobemaba  el  Tlatelulco.'  Duran,  HisL  Ind., 
MS. ,  ii.  479.  '  Sobrino  de  Monte9uma,  que  era  papa  6  sa^erdote  mayor  entre 
los  indioB.'  Ccmo,  in  Oviedo,  iii.  549;  Peter  Martyr,  dec.  v.  cap.  vi.  *Caanhte- 
motctzin  hijo  del  rey  Ahuitzotzin  y  de  la  heredera  de  le  Tlatelulco.'  Ixtiil- 
xochitl,  Relacionea,  413.  This  incorrect  view  is  adopted  by  Brassenr  de 
Bourbouig  and  many  others. 
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influence  he  had  taken  to  wife  the  only  legitimate 
daughter  of  Montezuma,  Princess  Tecuichpo,  or  Isabel  ; 
and  although  the  marriage  was  merely  nominal, 
she  bein^  but  a  child,  yet  the  alliance  served  the  in- 
tended aim.^^  The  Tepanecs  at  the  same  time  elected 
as  successor  to  their  king,  his  son  Tetlepanquetzaltzin," 
whose  coronation  took  place  at  the  same  time  as  that 
of  Quauhtemotzin,  hallowed  by  the  blood  of  captive 
enemies,  including  no  doubt  some  Spaniards.  Cohua- 
nacoch  had  meanwhile  been  chosen  at  Tezcuco  in  lieu 
of  the  disowned  prot^gd  whom  Cortes  had  foisted 
upon  them.  By  this  trio  were  taken  up  the  plans  of 
Cuitlahuatzin  for  the.  deliverance  of  the  country  from 
her  invaders,  and  especially  were  their  efforts  directed 
toward  securing  the  loyalty  of  provinces  and  allies 
which  had  been  stirred  by  the  adarming  progress  of 
Spanish  arms  in  Tepeaca. 

A  loss  to  the  Spaniards  through  the  epidemic, 
which  outweighed  many  a  gain,  was  the  death  of 
Maxixcatzin,  to  whose  devoted  friendship  they  chiefly 
owed  their  escape  from  the  recent  crises;^  for  he 
it  was  who  took  the  lead  in  offering  the  Tlascaltec 
alliance  and  in  overthrowing  the  inimical  plans  of  the 
younger  Xicotencatl  in  favor  of  the  Aztecs.  When 
the  sad  news  came,  Cortds  felt  as  if  he  had  lost  a 
father,  says  Bemal  Diaz,  and  mourning  robes  were 
donned  by  quite  a  number  of  the  captains  and  men. 
In  this  they  felt  the  more  justified,  since  the  chief, 
on  finding  himself  stricken  by  the  dread  disease, 
had  expressed  a  wish  to  become  a  Christian,  and 
with  the  name  of  Lorenzo  had  received  baptism  at 
the  hands  of  Olmedo,  who  joyfully  hastened  to  Tlas- 
cala  to  perform  so  welcome  a  service  for  the  Spaniards' 

*^  '  Moglie  ok  del  buo  Zio  CuitlahnAtzin,*  is  the  suppositxoii  of  Clayigero, 
Sloria  Mess,,  in.  160.  '  Se  hizo  temer  de  tal  manera,  que  todos  los  Buyoe 
tembUoan  d^.'  BenuU  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  112.  For  fanciful  poitraita  of 
these  last  two  emDerors,  see  Frost*a  Pict.  Hit4.  Mex.,  104,  114. 

^/a^UzocAt^^,  loo.  cit.;  Torquemada,  i.  670. 

*■  '  Al  one  solo  fue  causa  q  loe  Christianoe  se  oonseruassen  en  aquella  tierra. ' 
Herrera,  dec  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xix. 
HxR.  Xix.,  Voite  I.   86 
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champion.  He  died  exhorting  his  family  and  firiends 
to  obey  Cortes  and  his  brethren,  the  destined  rulers 
of  the  land,  and  to  accept  their  god,  who  had  given 
victory  over  the  idols.^  It  was  fortunate  that  he  did 
not  die  before  Spanish  prestige  had  been  reestab- 
lished by  the  Tepeaca  campaign;  for  his  friendship 
sufficed  to  confirm  the  allies  in  their  adhesion,  to  gain 
for  the  Spaniards  further  cooperation,  and  to  obtain 
for  them  a  firm  footing  in  the  country. 

The  allied  forces  had  become  so  numerous  by  the 
time  Itzucan  fell  that  they  were  absolutely  unmanage- 
able, and  on  returning  from  this  place  to  Tepeaca 
Cortds  dismissed  them  with  friendly  words  to  their 
homes,  retaining  only  the  tried  Tlascaltecs,  who  had 
become  efficient  in  the  European  style  of  warfare  under 
the  Spanish  discipUne  and  tactics.^ 

Before  the  Quauhquechollan  expedition  summoned 
him  away,  Cortes  had  begun  a  report  to  the  emperor 
on  the  condition  of  affiiirs.     On  returning,  he  com- 

{)leted  this  his  second  and  perhaps  most  interesting 
etter,  dated  at  Segura  de  la  Prontera,  or  Tepeaca, 
October  30, 1520,  wherein  are  related  the  occurrences 
since  the  despatch  of  the  first  letter  in  the  middle  of 
July,  a  year  before.  "  I  write  your  Majesty,"  it 
states,  "  although  poorly  told,  the  truth  of  all  that 
has  happened  in  these  parts,  and  that  which  your 
Majesty  has  most  need  of  knowing.  With  the  aid  of 
God  the  conquest  is  progressing  in  this  new  cpuntry, 
which  from  its  similarity  to  Spain,  in  fertility,  extent, 
temperature,  and  many  other  things,  I  have  called 
La  Nueva  Espafia  del  Mar  Oc^ano."  Then  he  pro- 
ceeds to  humbly  beg  his  majesty  to  confirm  this  name. 
In  a  brief  supplementary  letter  he  asks  the  emperor 

**  Bemal  Diaz,  HisL  Verdad.,  118;  fferrtra,  abi  sap. 

'^  Duriiig  the  absence  of  the  troops,  says  Herrera,  a  part  of  the  Tepeacsnii 
had  formed  a  plot  to  surprise  them  when  divided ;  bat  some  women  informed 
Marina  in  time  to  prevent  trouble.  Cort^  inflicted  on  them  seyere  chastise* 
ment.  dec.  iL  lib.  z.  cap.  zvi  xviiL 
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to  send  a  person  of  confidence  to  investigate  and 
prove  the  truth  of  his  statements.^ 

*•  The  reports  and  other  papers  by  Cortes,  written  during  a  period  of 
nearly  three  decades  in  connection  with  New  Spain,  are  both  numerous  and 
lenfi:thy,  but  only  the  five  letters  relating  to  the  actual  conquest  of  Mexico 
ana  Central  America  have  achieved  bibliographic  celebrity,  under  the  tiUe  of 
CwU^  LfeUers  or  Beiations.  Although  the  first  letter  has  been  lost,  and  the 
companion  letter  long  missing,  yet  an  allusion  to  the  expedition  against 
Mexico  appeared  as  early  as  1520  in  Ein  auszug  etUicher  sendbri^dtm.  oiler 
dwrchleiichtigisten  groeemechtigiate  Furaien. .  ..von  vjegen  eirier  new  ge/undi 
Inadn.  Nurmherg  durch  Fryderichen  Petjpua  am.  17.  tag  Marcij  MDXX., 
iKierein  the  voyages  of  C6rdoba  and  Grijaiva  are  also  described.  Harrisse^ 
Bib.  Am.  Vet.,  179,  assumes  that  the  information  is  taken  from  Peter  Martyr's 
Decades.  A  later  brief  reference  to  the  city  of  Mexico  itself  is  given  in  Tranih 
kUumuss  hiepanvicher  apra>ch  zu  Franizdsiach  gemacht  eo  durch  di  Vice  Bey  m 
IfeapoU/raw  Margareten  Hertzogiii  ifi  Burgu»di  zii  geechriebenj  published  in 
1522.  On  folio  A.  iii.  is  written :  Not  far  from  the  same  island  they  have 
conquered  a  city  called  Tenustitan,  wherein  60,000  hearths  have  been  counted, 
within  a  good  wall.  The  letter  of  the  ayuntamiento  was  first  published  in  CoL 
Doe.  In^d.,  i.,  1842. 

By  the  time  of  the  receipt  in  Spain  of  Cort^'  second  letter,  of  October  30» 
1520,  the  general  and  his  conquest  nad  become  so  famous  that  his  communica- 
tions were  not  likely  to  be  lost  sight  of.  The  incidents  treated  of  were  besides 
lii^^y  enticing,  particularly  the  victories  in  Tlascala,  the  entry  into  Monte- 
zuma s  wondcnul  island  citv,  the  disastrous  expulsion,  and  the  renewal  of  the 
campaign,  and  Cromberger  had  it  printed  in  1522  under  the  title  of  Carta  de 
rdaeW  ebiada  a  eu.  8.  majestad  del  epador  nto  eefior  por  el  capUd  general  dela 
mueua  spaiia:  llamado  femddo  cortes,  etc.  Seuilla:  por  Jaeofyo  crCherger 
aieman.  A  viii.  dias  de  Nouikhre.  Ako  de  M.  d.  y  xxij.  *  ¥u6  las  Primicias 
de  el  Arte  de  la  Imprenta  en  Sevilla,  y  acaso  de  toda  Espafia,'  observes  Loren- 
nna,  in  Cortes,  Hist.  N.  Eepatla,  171,  but  this  is  a  great  mistake,  for  printiiij 
had  been  done  already  for  several  decades  in  Spain.  An  Italian  abstract 
of  the  letter  api)eared  immediately  after,  as  None  de  le  laole  d:  Terra  ferma 
Jfotiamente  trouate  In  India  per  el  Capitaneo  de  larmata  de  la  Ceearea  Maiestaie. 
Mediolani  dectmoeexto  ca£e.  Decembris  M.D.XXII.  A  reprint  of  the  Seville 
text  waB  issued  at  Saragossa  in  January,  1523.  A  later  abridged  account  of 
the  conquest  is  ffiven  in  Mn  ach&tie  Newe  zeytunq  eo  Kayserlick  Mayeetet  avM 
India  yetz  neidich  zukommen  seind,  ascribed  to  Sigmund  Grimm  of  Augsbure^ 
about  1522.  BibHothecaCfrenviUianaandllarrisse.  Temaux-Compans  wrongly 
supposes  the  narrative  to  extend  only  to  1519,  instead  of  1522,  and  assumes 
the  imprint  to  be  Augsburg,  1520.  Bibl.  Amir.,  5.  Perhaps  1523  is  the  more 
correct  date,  which  may  also  be  ascribed  to  Tresaacree  Imperiale  et  catholiqtte 
mageate. .  ,etut  nouuellea  dea  marchea  yalea  et  terre  ferme  occeanea.  Colophon, 
foL  16.  Depuia  aont  venuea  a  au  mageate  nouuelles  di,  certaiia  yalea  trouuez  p  lea 
tapagnoh  ptainea  deapecerie  et  beaucop  de  minea  dor,  Uaqllea  notiudlea  il  receupt 
tn  ceate  ville  de  vaUladclid  le  primier  doctobre  xv.  cent.  xxij.  This  is  a  bode 
Botioed  by  no  bibliographer  except  Sabin,  who  believes  that  it  contains  only 
the  second  letter,  although  the  holder  supposes  the  third  letter  to  be  also  used. 
In  1524  appeared  the  first  Latin  version  of  the  second  letter,  by  Savorgnanus, 
Praeelara  Ferdinddi  Corteaii  de  Noua  maria  Occam  Hyapania  Narratio,  Norim- 
herga.  MD.XXIIII.,  which  contains  a  copy  of  the  now  lost  map  of  the  GuK 
<rf  Mexico,  and  also  a  plan  of  Mexico  City.  In  the  same  year  two  Italian 
translations  of  this  version,  by  Libumius,  La  Preclara  Narrodione,  were 
printed  at  Venice,  one  by  Lexona,  the  other  by  Sabio,  yet  both  at  the  instance 
of  Pederzani.  The  plan  and  map  are  often  missing.  Antonio,  Bib.  Hiap,  Nova^ 
iii  375,  mentions  only  Lexona*s  issue.  A  translation  from  Flavigny  appearei] 
in  the  Portfolio,  Philadelphia,  1817.  The  originals  of  the  second  and  other  let- 
ten  were,  in  the  early  port  of  the  eighteenth  century,  *  en  la  Libreria  de  "Dam 
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The  council  also  wrote  a  letter  to  the  emperor, 
speaking  hopefully  of  the  conquest,  which   already 

Miguel  Nufiez  de  BojaB,  del  Consejo  Real  de  las  OrdeDes/says  Pinelo^  Epitamtt 
ii  597.  Much  of  the  vagnenees  which  inyolveB  the  narrative  of  eventi 
preTioQB  to  the  flight  from  Mexico  may  be  due  to  the  loss  of  diary  and 
documents  during  &at  episode.  The  loss  was  conyenient  to  Cort^,  since  it 
afforded  an  excuse  for  glossing  over  many  irregularities  and  misfortunes. 

The  third  letter,  dated  Coyuhuacan,  May  15,  1522,  and  relating  the  siege 
and  fall  of  Mexico,  was  first  published  at  Seville,  on  Crombei^r's  press, 
March  30,  1523,  as  Carta  lercera  de  relacid:  embktda  par  Femddo  corUs  capi- 
tan  yjuaticia  mayor  del  yuecUan  Uamado  la  nueua  etpana  del  mar  oceano.  It 
received  a  reproduction  in  Latin  by  the  same  hand  and  at  the  same  time  as 
the  second  letter.  Both  were  reprinted,  together  with  some  missionaiy  let- 
ters and  Peter  Martyr's  De  Insulis,  in  De  Jnsvlis  nuper  InvenUs  Ferdinandi 
Oorteaii.  CoUmia^  M,D.XXXIL  The  title-page  displays  a  portrait  of 
Charles  V. ,  and  is  bordered  with  his  arms.  Martyr's  part,  which  tells  rather 
briefly  of  Cort^,  found  frequent  reprint,  while  the  second  and  third  letters 
were  republished,  with  other  matter,  in  the  Spanish  Thesoro  de  virtvde^ 
1643;  in  the  German  Ferdinandi  CorteaiL  Von  aem  Netcen  Ilispanien.  Aug$' 
purg,  1550,  wherein  they  are  called  first  and  second  narratives,  and  divided 
into  chapters,  with  considerable  liberty;  in  the  Latin  Novus  Orbis  of  1555 
and  1616;  and  in  the  Flemish  Nieuwe  WeereU  of  1563;  while  a  Frendi 
abridgment  appeared  at  Paris  in  1532.  The  secret  epistle  accompanying  the 
third  letter  was  first  printed  in  Col  Doc,  Inid,^  L,  and  afterward  by  ^ngp- 
borough  and  Gayangos. 

The  fourth  letter,  on  the  progress  of  conquest  after  the  fall  of  Mexico, 
dated  at  Temixtitan  (Mexico),  October  15,  1524,  was  issued  at  Toledo,  1525, 
as  La  quarta  r elation  ^  togetiier  with  Alvarado's  and  Godoy's  reports  to 
Oort^  A  second  edition  followed  at  Valencia  the  year  after.  The  secret 
letter  accompanying  it  was  not  published  till  1865,  when  Icazbalceta,  the 
well  known  Mexican  collector,  reproduced  it  in  separate  black-letter  form, 
and  in  his  Col,  Doc,^  i.  470-83. 

The  substance  of  the  above  three  relations  has  been  siven  in  ayast  number 
ef  collections  and  histories,  while  in  only  a  limited  numoer  have  they  been  re- 
produced in  a  full  or  abridged  form,  the  first  reproduction  being  in  tiie  third 
volume  of  JRamusio  Viagffif  of  1556, 1565,  and  1606,  which  contains  seyeral  other 
meces  on  the  conc^uest,  aU  supplied  witii  appropriate  headings  and  margmals. 
&arcia  next  published  them  direct  from  the  manuscript,  in  the  Historiadoru 
PrimiHvoa,  i  This  collection  bears  the  imprint  Madrid,  1749,  but  the  letters 
had  already  been  printed  in  1731,  as  Pinelo  affirms,  ^pUome,  iL  697.  Barcis 
died  a  few  years  before  his  set  was  issued.  From  this  source  Archbishop 
Lorenzana  took  the  version  published  by  him  under  the  title  of  Hi«toria  ae 
iNueva-Espatla,  Mexico,  1770,  which  is  not  free  from  omissions  and  faults, 
though  provided  with  valuable  notes  on  localities  and  customs,  and  supple> 
mented  with  illustrated  pieces  on  routes  and  native  institutions,  a  map  of 
New  Spain  by  Alzate,  an  article  on  the  €k)biemo  Politico  by  Vetancurt,  a 
eopy  of  a  native  tribute-roll  from  picture  records,  not  very  accurately  ex- 
plained, and  the  first  map  of  Lower  Califomia  and  adjoining  ooast,  by 
C^tillo,  in  1541.  This  version  of  the  letters  was  reproduced  in  rfew  Yorl^ 
1828,  with  a  not  wholly  successful  attempt  by  Del  Mar  to  introdnoe  modem 
apelling.  The  work  is  also  marked  by  a  number  of  omissions  and  Uunden, 
and  the  introductory  biographic  sketch  by  Robert  Sands  adds  little  to  its 
value.  An  abridgment  from  Lorenzana  appeared  as  Corretpondanee  de  Fer- 
tmnd  Cortes,  parle  VicomU  de  Flavignyt  Paris,  1778,  which  obtained  three 
reprints  durinff  the  following  year  at  different  places.  A  great  many 
liberties  are  tf&en  with  facts,  as  may  be  imagined;  and  the  letters  aie,  be- 
side, misnamed  first,  second,  and  third.  From  the  same  source,  or  perhaps 
irom    Flavigny,  of  whom   they  savor,   are  Brirfe  de§  FurdiMfid  Cortth 
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"extended  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  of 
the  coast,  from  Rio  Grande  de  Tabasco  to  Kio  de 

Heidelberg,  1779,  with  seyeral  reproductions,  and  with  notes;  and  the  cor* 
rected  Brieven  van  Ferdinand  Cortea,  Amsterdam,  1780-1.  The  fiiBt  edition 
in  English,  from  Lorenzana,  was  issued  by  Folsom,  t^  Despatches  qf  Hernando 
Cortes  J  New  York,  1843,  also  with  notes.      • 

The  fifth  letter  of  the  conqueror,  on  the  famous  expedition  to  Honduras, 
dated  at  Temixtitan,  September  3,  1526,  lay  hidden  in  the  Vienna  Imperial 
librai^  till  Kobertson's  search  for  the  first  letter  brought  it  to  light.  Higl, 
Am.,  i.  xL  He  made  use  of  it,  but  the  first  complete  copy  was  not  pub- 
lished tm  of  late,  in  CoL  Doc.  In6d.,  iv.  8-167,  reprinted  at  New  York,  1848; 
and,  in  translation,  in  the  Hakluyt  Society  collection,  London,  1868.  It; 
bore  no  date,  but  the  copy  found  at  Madrid  has  that  of  September  3,  1526, 
and  the  companion  letter  printed  in  Col.  Doc.  Inid,,  t  14-23,  that  of  Septem- 
ber 11th.  This,  as  well  as  the  preceding  letters,  was  issued  by  Vedia,  ia 
Sibadeneyra's  Btblioteca  de  Autores  EspanoleSy  xxii.;  the  first  three  letters 
being  taken  from  Barcia,  and  the  fifth  ^m  its  MS.  The  letter  of  the  ayunta- 
miento  is  fpren  and  a  bibliographic  notice  of  little  value.  A  very  similar 
collection  is  to  be  found  in  the  Biblioteca  Hibtorica  de  la  Iberia,  i.  But  the 
most  complete  reproduction  of  the  principal  writings  by  Cortes,  and  con- 
nected with  him,  is  in  the  Cariaa  y  Belaciones  de  Hernan  CorUs,  Paris,  1866, 
by  Gayangos,  which  contains  26  pieces,  beside  the  relations,  chiefly  letters  and 
memorials  to  the  sovereign,  a  third  of  which  are  here  printed  for  the  first 
time.  Although  a  few  of  Lorenzana's  blunders  find  correction,  others  are 
committed,  and  the  notes  of  the  archbishop  are  adopted  without  credit,  and 
without  the  necessary  amendment  of  date,  etc.,  winch  often  ma^es  them 
absurd.  The  earliest  combined  production  of  Cort^'  relations,  and  many  of 
his  other  writings,  may  be  credited  to  Peter  Martyr,  who  in  his  Decades  gave 
the  substance  of  all  that  they  relate,  although  he  also  mingled  other  versions. 
Oviedo,  in  the  third  volume  of  his  Hist,  Gen,,  gives  two  versions  of  the  con- 
quest, the  first,  p.  258  et  seq.,  almost  a  reproduction  of  Cort^*  letters,  and 
ike  other,  p.  506  et  seq.,  from  different  sources. 

Beside  the  relations,  there  are  a  number  of  miscellaneous  letters,  petitions, 
orders,  instructions,  and  regulations,  by  Cortes,  largely  published  in  ifavarreU, 
Col.  deViages;  Col,  Doc.  IrUd.;  Pacheco  and  Cdrdenas,  Col.  Doc.;  Icazbalceta, 
Col.  Doc.;  King8borough*s  Mer.  Antiq.;  Alaman,  Diaert.,  and  as  appendices  to 
histories  of  Mexico.  A  special  collection  is  the  EscrUos  Sueltos  de  Heman 
CortiSy  Hex.,  1871,  forming  vol.  xii.  of  the  Bib.  Hist,  de  la  Iberia,  which 
presents  43  miscellaneous  documents  from  various  printed  sources,  instruc- 
tions, memorials,  and  brief  letters,  nearly  all  of  which  are  filled  with  com- 
plaints against  ruling  men  in  Mexico. 

Ck>rt^'  letters  have  not  inaptly  been  compared  by  Prescott  to  the  Commen- 
taries of  Caesar,  for  both  men  were  military  commanders  of  the  highest  order, 
who  spoke  and  wrote  like  soldiers;  but  their  relative  positions  with  regard  to 
the  superior  authorities  of  their  states  were  different,  and  so  were  their  race 
feelings,  and  their  times,  and  these  features  are  stamped  upon  their  writings. 
Oort^  was  not  the  powerful  consul,  the  commander  of  legions,  but  the  leader 
of  a  horde  of  adventurers,  and  an  aspirant  for  favor,  who  made  his  narrative 
an  advocate.  The  simplicity  and  energy  of  the  style  lend  an  air  of  truth  to 
the  statements,  and  Helps,  among  others,  is  so  impressed  thereby  as  to  declare 
that  Cort^  'would  as  soon  have  thought  of  committing  a  small  theft  as  of 
uttering  a  falsehood  in  a  despatch  addressed  to  his  sovereign.'  Cortes,  ii.  211. 
But  it  requires  little  study  of  the  reports  to  discover  that  they  are  full  of  cal- 
culated misstatements,  both  direct  and  negative,  made  whenever  he  considered 
it  best  for  his  interest  to  conceal  disagreeable  and  discreditable  facts,  or  to 
magnify  the  dan^  and  the  deed.  They  are  also  stamped  with  the  reUgious 
aeal  and  superstition  of  the  age,  the  naave  expressions  of  reliance  on  God 
being  even  more  frequent  than  the  measured  declarationa  of  devotedness  to 
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Pdnuco,"''  while  the  remainder  of  the  interior  was 
on  the  sure  way  to  reduction,  under  the  able  lead- 
ership of  Cortes,  whose  valor  and  energy  they 
praised. 

They  prayed  that  he,  the  beloved  of  all  the  troops, 
might  be  confirmed  in  the  office  of  captain-general,  as 
the  only  man  whose  genius  and  experience  could  be 
relied  on  to  carry  out  and  maintain  the  conquest. 
The  natives  being  docile  and  ready  to  receive  conver- 
sion, friars  should  be  sent  to  secure  this  harvest  for 
the  church,  and  also  to  administer  to  the  spiritual 
wants  of  the  Spaniards.  Colonists  were  needed;  also 
horses,  and  other  live-stock — the  latter  to  be  paid  for 
at  a  future  time — in  order  to  secure  the  country  and 
develop  its  wealth. 

With  these  letters  went  one  from  the  army,  which, 
recounting  but  briefly  the  leading  incidents  of  the 
campaigns,  had  for  its  main  object  to  decry  Narvaez 
and  Velazquez  as  the  sole  cause  of  all  the  disasters 
that  had  occurred  in  the  country,  and  to  praise  Cortes 
as  a  noble,  loyal,  and  able  man,  by  whom  alone  the 

the  king ;  while  in  between  are  calmly  related  the  moat  cold-blooded  outrages 
on  behalf  of  both.  There  is  no  apparent  effort  to  attract  attention  to  himself; 
tliere  is  even  at  times  displayed  a  modesty  most  refreshing  in  the  narrative 
of  his  own  achievements,  by  which  writers  have  as  a  rule  been  quite  entranced; 
but  this  savors  of  calculation,  for  the  general  tone  is  in  support  of  the  ego, 
and  this  often  to  the  exclusion  of  deserving  officers.  Indeed,  generous  allusions 
to  the  character  or  deeds  of  others  are  not  frequent,  or  they  are  merged  in 
the  non-committing  term  of  *  one  of  my  captains.  *  Pedro  de  Alvarado  com- 
plains of  this  in  one  of  his  Belaciones,  in  Barcia,  Hist.  Prim,,  i.  165-6.  In 
truthy  the  calculating  egotism  of  the  di^lomate  mineles  freely  with  the  frank- 
ness of  the  soldier.  Cortes,  however,  is  ever  mindful  of  his  character  as  an 
hidalgo,  for  he  never  stoops  to  meanness,  and  even  in  speaking  of  his  enemies 
he  does  not  resort  to  the  mvectives  or  shar^  insinuations  which  they  so  freely 
scatter.  His  style  bears  evidence  of  trainmg  in  rhetoric  and  Latin,  yet  the 
parade  of  the  latter  is  not  so  f re(^uent  as  miffht  be  expected  from  the  half-bred 
student  and  zealot.  Equally  indicative  are  nis  regulations  and  instructions  of 
the  experience  gained  as  notary  and  alcalde,  and  the  promise  once  entertained 
of  him  as  a  legal  light.  The  sentences  are  remarkably  concise  and  clear  for 
the  time,  and  the  expression  both  fluent  and  pure.  The  whole  tends  to  con- 
firm the  opinion  already  formed  of  his  character,  as  one  who,  while  not  wholly 
free  from  defects  of  his  age,  indulged  in  grand  views,  and  stood  forward  con- 
spicuous as  a  bom  leader  of  men. 

^^  Of  the  central  provinces  actually  imder  control  Herrera  enumerates: 
Cempoala,  with  50  towns  and  villages,  containing  over  120,000  families;  Tlas- 
cala,  with  60  vBaaal  lords,  over  120,000;  Huexotzinco,  50,000;  Cholnla* 
40,000;  Tepeaca,  Acatzingo,  and  Quecholac,  80,000;  Quanhquechollaa  and 
Itzucan,  20,000;  *  beside  a  number  of  others.'  dec.  u.  lib.  x.  cap.  xviii. 
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conquest  could  be  achieved.*  These  and  other  letters 
were  intrusted  to  Alonso  de  Mendoza,  a  townsman  of 
Cortes,  together  with  thirty  thousand  pesos,  in  fifths 
and  presents,  and  a  number  of  commissions  from  diflTer- 
ent  members  of  the  expedition.  A  well  appointed 
vessel  was  assigned  for  the  voyage,  and  three  other 
vessels  were  despatched  for  Espafiola,  there  to  enlist 
recruits  and  to  buy  horses,  arms  and  ammunition,  cattle, 
clothing,  and  other  requirements,  and  four  strong  ves- 
sels to  maintain  traffic  with  the  Antilles.  Letters 
were  sent  to  Licenciado  Rodrigo  de  Figueroa  and 
other  royal  officers  on  the  Island,  inclosing  duplicates 
of  those  forwarded  to  Spain;  and  a  number  of  speci- 
mens of  the  jewels,  manufactures,  and  natural  re- 
sources of  the  country,  were  transmitted  as  presents 
and  as  samples  to  allure  recruits.  The  letters  and  the 
ample  funds  for  the  enhstment  and  purchases  were 
intrusted  to  Contador  Avila  and  another  officer,* 
with  instructions  to  use  every  effort  to  confirm  the 
audiencia  officials  in  their  good  opinion  of  Cortds,  so 
that  they  might  plead  his  cause  in  Spain.  The  ill- 
treatment  of  Aillon  by  Velazquez  and  Narvaez  had 
already  impelled  them  to  do  this,  as  we  have  seen. 
Their  advice  was  to  be  asked  regarding  the  enslave- 

^  Narraez  it  was,  they  said,  who  without  right  or  without  exhibiting 
eTidence  of  such  right,  had  set  himself  up  against  Cortds,  and  begun  to  rouse 
the  natives  acainst  him  and  Ms  followers  as  piratical  intruders,  intent  on 
mischief,  while  his  own  announced  object  was  to  right  the  natives,  release 
Montezujna,  and  then  to  depart  from  the  country  without  taking  even  gold 
with  him.  These  intrigues  caused  the  uprising  which  lost  Mexico  to  the 
emperor,  together  with  so  many  hundred  lives  and  millions  of  treasure.  To 
Ve&zqnez,  uierefore,  no  control  should  be  given  in  a  country  lost  through  the 
machinations  of  himself  and  his  lieutenant  If  any  grants  had  been  made  to 
him,  they  were  based  on  false  representations,  and  would  imperil  the  safety  of 
these  extensive  and  rich  lands.  The  second  object  of  the  latter  was  to  laud 
the  character  of  Cort^  as  a  man  and  soldier,  and  to  pray  that  he  be  confirmed 
in  the  office  of  captain-general  and  justicia  mayor  as  the  only  fit  and  worthy 
person.  At  the  foot  came  the  signature  of  534  Spaniards,  the  majority  of 
the  troops,  headed  by  Alvarado,  Ordaz,  and  similar  warm  friends  of  the  com- 
mander, and  also  by  such  prominent  personages  of  the  Narvaez  |partv  as 
Vaaco  Porcallo,  and  Juan  Diaz,  the  clergyman.  Bemal  Diaz  was  still  down 
with  fever,  which  accounts  for  the  absence  of  his  name.  Many  others  whose 
names  might  have  been  added  were  probably  away  on  expeditions  and  on 
garrison  duty.    For  copy  of  letter  see  Icazbalceta,  Col,  Doc.,  i.  427-36. 

"  Whom  Bemal  Diaz  calls  Francisco  Alvarez  Chioo ;  and  Vetancurt,  Fran- 
cisoo  Hernandez. 
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ment  of  rebels  and  other  measures^  and  their  authority 
and  aid  sought  for  obtaining  men  and  stores."  Another 
vessel  was  sent  under  Solis**  to  Jamaica  to  buy  horses 
and  war  material.  Bemal  Diaz,  does  not  fail  to  point 
out  the  evidence  in  the  large  remittance  for  Spain 
and  the  Antilles  of  treasures  secretly  taken  from 
Mexico  by  Cortes  and  his  clique,  and  accuses  him 
of  having  appropriated  also  the  share  for  Villa  Rica, 
claimed  to  have  oeen  captured  by  the  Indians  during 
its  transmission  from  Tlascala." 

No  sooner  were  these  preparations  announced 
than  Duero  and  a  number  of  others  of  the  Narvaez 
party  claimed  a  fulfilment  of  the  promise  regarding 
their  departure.  The  success  of  the  Spanish  arma 
and  the  allurement  of  spoils  had  reconciled  most  of 
the  lately  disaffected,  so  that  those  who  now  demanded 
to  return  were  only  a  few  of  the  more  wealthy.  The 
services  of  these  could  be  readily  dispensed  with,  now 
that  such  large  reinforcements  had  been  received,  and 
the  display  of  their  accumulations  at  home  might 
inspire  fresh  recruits.  Therefore  Cortes  gave  his 
consent,  with  abundant  promises  that  as  soon  as  the 
conquest  was  fully  accomplished,  gold  and  other  re- 
wards would  flow  on  those  who  supported  his  cause 
either  in  the  Islands  or  in  Spain.  Leaders  like  Duero 
and  Bermudez  were  the  chief  recipients  of  such  offers; 
and  offers  alone  they  remained  in  most  instances,  for 

"^  Bemal  Diaz  insinuates  that  there  were  a  number  of  officers  fiar  more 
suitable  than  Captain  Avila  for  this  mission,  but  Cort^  desired  to  be  rid  of 
so  outspoken  an  observer  and  champion  of  the  men,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
promote  the  more  pliable  Alonso  de  Grado  to  the  vacated  contaduria,  and  thft 
devoted  Andr^  de  Tapia  to  the  captaincy.  He  thinks  that  Grado,  or  Alonso 
de  Cdceres,  the  rich,  snould  have  been  sent.  Hist.  Verdad,^  117.  His  insinu- 
ation cannot  be  wholly  correct,  however,  since  Avila  had  already  been  for 
some  time  alcalde  mayor  of  New  Spain,  and  Grado,  oontador.  See  Lejalde, 
Probama,  in  Icazbalceta,  Col.  Doc.,  i.  419  et  seq. 

'^  'Despues  de  ganado  Mexico,  le  llamamos  Soils  el  de  la  hnerta,  yemo 
de...Bachiller Ortega.*  Hist.  Verdad.,  118. 

'^  This  author  indicates  the  despatch  of  only  three  vessels  for  Spain,  Es- 
pafiola,  and  Jamaica,  respectively,  one  of  which,  or  a  fourUi,  conveyed  the 
returning  adherents  of  Narvaez.  Id.,  117.  But  Cort^  writes:  'Envioi  hk 
isla  Espaflola  cuatro  naviospara  que  luego  vuelvan  caraados  de  caballos  y 
gente.'  Cartas,  154,  162.  The  Jamaica  vessel  is  probably  included  in  this 
number. 
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Cortes  was  not  the  man  to  reward  desertion.  Duero 
and  others  evidently  expected  nothing  more,  since  they 
were  soon  after  found  arrayed  on  the  side  of  Velazquez. 
When  some  among  the  Cortes  party  raised  objections 
to  this  diminution  of  the  force,  they  were  quieted  with 
the  declaration  that  the  army  was  better  rid  of  un- 
willing and  ineflficient  soldiers,  whose  presence  served 
only  to  discourage  others." 

The  vessel  for  Spain  and  two  of  those  for  the  Islands 
were  wrecked  on  the  coast;  and  one  consequence  was 
that  Mendoza's  departure  was  delayed  till  the  5th  of 
March.  He  took  with  him  a  supplementary  letter 
for  the  emperor,  relating  the  progress  so  far  made  for 
the  recovery  of  Mexico.  By  this  time  Ordaz  was, 
according  to  Bemal  Diaz,  commissioned  to  join  him 
and  plead  the  cause  of  Cortes  before  the  emperor,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  receive  the  reward  for  his  many 
achievements,  one  of  which  was  the  ascent  of  the 
volcano.  Several  of  the  Narvaez  party  appear  to 
have  left  by  the  same  vessel.** 

In  course  of  the  late  campaign  the  advantages  of  the 
town  of  Tepeaca  for  permanent  occupation  had  become 
apparent,  chiefly  as  a  point  of  observation  for  watching 
over  the  new  conquest.  It  was  well  situated  for  pro- 
tecting the  road  to  Villa  Rica,"  and  for  communicating 
with  Cholula  and  Tlascala,  each  capital  eight  or  nine 
leagues  distant,  and  it  lay  in  the  midst  of  a  fertile 

**  Bemal  Di&z  nAines  twelve  of  those  who  returned,  two  going  merely  to 
brinff  their  children.  Pilot  Cdrdenas,  whose  clamor  at  the  treasure  repartition 
at  Mexico  had  called  the  attention  of  Cort^,  was  allowed  to  return  to  his 
family,  with  a  present  of  300  pesos  from  the  general,  only  to  join  the  ranks  of 
his  enemies.  With  one  of  the  Cubans  Cort^  sent  some  bullion  and  jewels  to 
his  wife  and  brother-in-law.  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad.  ,117;  Vetancvrt,  Teairo 
Mex.,pt,  iii.  148. 

'^  Ciiceres  also  ioined  the  commissioners.  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad,  <,  117. 
Claviffero  names  Ordaz  as  the  sole  commissioner,  and  he  was  probably  the 
principal.  Staria  Mess,.,  iii.  160. 

*^  *  Para  el  camino  de  la  costa  de  la  mar  no  hay  mas  de  dos  puertos  muy 
aoros  y  dsperos,  que  eonfinan  con  esta  dicha  provincia.*  Cortis,  Cartas,  145. 
'Que  sefloreana  los  puertos,  el  yno  que  se  dize  de  Siculchima,  por  donde  los 
CasteUanos  entraron  en  aquellas  partes,  y  el  otro  de  Quochula,  leffua  y  media 
de  Tepeaca,  por  donde  van  los  caminos  Reales  de  la  villa  Rica.*  Herrera,  dec 
ii.  lib.  X.  cap.  zvL 
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maiase  countir,  which  offered  ample  subsistence  for  a 
garrison.  Although  the  punishment  at  first  inflicted, 
by  sacking  and  enslaving,  had  been  severe,  yet  the 
treatment  of  the  inhabitants  became  afterward  so 
considerate  that  they  themselves  prayed  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  Spanish  protection."  Every  circumstance, 
therefore,  demanding  a  settlement,  it  was  decided  in 
council  to  found  a  villa  in  this  same  town,  with  the 
appropriate  name  of  Segura  de  la  Frontera,  intended, 
as  it  was,  to  secure  the  frontier  against  the  Mexicans. 
Pedro  de  Ircio  was  made  alcalde,  with  Francisco  de 
Orozco  and  others  as  regidores.*^ 

The  campaign  being  practically  concluded,  a  division 
was  ordered  to  be  made  of  the  spoils  not  hitherto 
distributed,  including  slaves,  which  had  now  become 
a  prominent  feature  thereof,  and  were  intended  for 
personal  and  plantation  service,  as  already  practised 
in  the  Antilles.  The  pretence  was  to  enslave  only 
the  inhabitants  of  districts  concerned  in  the  murder 
of  Spaniards,  but  the  distinction  was  not  very  strictly 
observed,  and  rebellious  tribes  and  those  addicted  to 
cannibalism  and  other  vicious  practices  were  included.* 
The  Spaniards,  as  a  rule,  kept  only  the  women  and 
the  children,  the  men  being  transferred  to  the  allies 
for  their  share,  "because  they  were  difficult  to  watch,** 

**  *  he  auian  pedido  presidio. '  Id.  Cort^  gives  merely  the  strat^c  motiTes. 

'^  Fnmcisco  de  Solis,  Gri8t6bal  CSorral,  and  Cri8t6bal  Martin  are  mentioned 
as  regidores  in  Probcmza  de  L^cUde,  in  IcazbcUeeUi,  Col.  Doc.,  i.  418-19. 
Herrera  adds  to  their  ranks  GenSnimo  de  Aguilar,  the  interpreter,  '  porqae 
sabia  Ck)rte8  hourar...los  benemeritos.*  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xvi.  ThevUla 
was  removed  after  the  conquest  to  a  new  site  in  the  plain,  not  far  from  the 
old  town.  In  1545  it  received  the  dignity  of  a  city,  and  has  ever  since  ranked 
as  a  district  seat,  supported  to  some  extent  by  woollen,  factories.  Of  the 
stronff  fortress  erected  by  the  conquerors  the  remains  are  still  to  be  seen  in 
the  plaza  under  the  name  of  el  BoUo  de  Tepeaca.  ChimcUpain,  Hist.  Cong., 
ii.  8;  and  In  Sahaguny  Hist.  Conq.  (ed.  1840),  145-6.  In  Herrera,  dec.  ii 
lib.  X.  cap.  xxi.  is  given  a  description  of  the  city  and  district.  Clavigero, 
Storia  Mesa.,  iii.  153;  Villa-SeAor  y  Sctnchet,  Theatro,  i.  248;  Alcedo^  in  Die 
Univ.,  V. 

'^  '  Tambien  me  movid  4  facer  los  dichos  esclavos  por  poner  algun  esponto 
&  los  de  Culda,  y  porque  tambien  hay  tanta  gente,  que  si  no  ficiese  grande  j 
cruel  castigo  en  eUos,  nnnca  se  emendarian.*  Cartia,  GartM,  144;  Oviedo,  m. 
334.  *  Otros  dizen  que  sin  partido  los  tomo  a  todos,  y  castigo  asi  aquellos  en 
vdgan9a,  y  por  no  auer  obedecido  bus  requerimietos,  por  putos,  por  ydc^tras,' 
etc.  QoTnara,  Hist.  Mex.,  168. 
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says  Bemal  Diaz,  "and  because  their  services  were 
not  needed  while  we  had  the  Tlascaltecs  with  us.*'* 
The  soldiers  were  ordered  to  bring  in  all  their 
captives,  which  from  the  first  had  been  branded  for 
recognition  with  a '  G/  signifying  guerray  war.*®  When 
the  day  for  distribution  came,  it  was  found  that  the 
leaders  and  favored  men  had  already  secured  their 
share  by  appropriating  the  prettiest  and  choicest 
slaves.  They  had  probably  been  priced  by  the  offi- 
cials, and  the  leaders,  being  entitled  to  larger  shares, 
had  secured  the  best  articles.  At  this  there  was  a 
considerable  uproar,  increased  by  the  outcry  against 
the  fifth  set  apart  for  Cortds,  after  deducting  the 
royal  fifth."  How  the  matter  was  settled  is  not 
clear,  except  that  the  general  had  recourse  to  the 
soothing  eloquence  he  knew  so  well  how  to  apply, 
promising  that  for  the  future  he  would  conform  to 
the  general  desire,  which  appeared  to  be  in  favor  of 
offering  the  slaves  at  auction,  so  as  to  arrive  at  their 

^Hist,  Verdad.f  116.  This  was  probably  the  case,  and  Tapia's  testimony 
appears  to  confirm  it  in  saying  that  of  the  6000  captives  taken  from  the 
TecamachAlco  region  the  males,  2000  in  number,  were  slaughtered  in  cold 
blood.  CorUs,  Besidencia,  i.  59.  Perhaps  it  would  be  more  correct  to  assume 
that  a  few  were  killed  to  expiate  the  murder  of  Spaniards,  while  the  rest  were 
given  to  the  Tlascaltecs. 

^  *  Saluo  a  las  mugeres  y  nifioe,'  says  Herrera,  which  leads  Brasseur  de 
Bourbourg  to  assume  that  women  and  children  were  not  enslaved.  HiaL 
Naf.  G'tv.y  iv.  370.  *  Creyero,  q  a  cada  soldado  bolverii  sus  pie^as,  y  q  apre- 
ciarian  que  tantos  pesos  valian,  y  que  como  las  apreciassen,  pagassen  el  qumto 
a  su  Magestad.*  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad.,  11&-17.  This  could  hardly  have 
been  the  case. 

*i  <Mand6  Cortes  vender  a  muchos  que  auia  prendido. .  .aplicando  vna 
parte  a  su  exercito,  y  a  otra  la  republica  de  Tlascala,  sacando  primero  el 
quinto  que  pertenecia  al  Rey.*  Herrera^  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xv.  *  Y  despues 
otro  quinto  para  Cortez,'  adds  Vetancurt,  TeoJbro  Mex.,  pt.  iii.  148,  and  this 
appears  correct;  yet  Glavigero  and  many  others  do  not  refer  to  the  second 
fifth.  This  deduction  was  declared  to  be  an  attempt  at  installing  a  second 
king.  The  deceit  practised,  as  they  claimed,  at  the  distribution  of  treasure 
at  Mexico  was  agam  called  up,  and  declared  to  be  less  outrageous  than  the 
present  effort  to  defraud  poor  and  wounded  soldiers  of  the  prize  for  which 
they  had  shed  their  blood.  Juan  Bono  de  Quexo  declared  that  he  would 
complain  to  the  emperor,  and  others  were  no  less  bitter.  Previous  to  this  a 
cause  for  dissatisfaction  had  been  given  by  a  proclamation  of  Cortes  ordering 
the  surrender  of  all  gold  saved  from  the  common  treasure  at  Mexico,  thrown 
open  to  the  soldiers  on  the  eve  of  the  flight.  One  third  was  to  be  retained  by 
the  possessor.  Many  refused  to  comply,  and  since  the  royal  officials  and  leaders 
had  shared  in  the  treasure,  the  proclamation  was  allowed  to  lapse.  What  had 
been  surrendered  Cortte  kept  as  a  loan.  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad.,  116-117. 
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proper  value,  and  to  ^ive  all  members  of  the  expedi- 
tion an  equal  chance  m  securing  the  more  desirable.** 

One  of  the  last  expeditions  fitted  out  at  Segura  was 
for  the  reduction  of  the  northern  route  to  Villa  Bica, 
by  which  the  Spaniards  had  first  entered  the  plateau, 
and  for  the  punishment  of  those  concerned  in  the  mur- 
der of  Alcantara  and  other  Spaniards."  It  set  out  in 
the  beginning  of  December,  under  Sandoval,  with  two 
hundred  infantry,  twenty  horses,  and  the  usual  com- 
plement of  allies,  and  entered  Xocotlan  valley,  which 
readily  submitted,  with  the  exception  of  the  main 
town,  named  Castilblanco  during  the  first  entry  into 
the  country.  The  cacique,  who  had  then  already 
shown  himself  unfriendly,  rejected  every  proposition, 
with  the  threat  that  he  would  make  a  feast  on  the 
commander  and  his  followers,  as  he  had  on  the  former 
party.  There  being  no  alternative,  the  cavalry  charged 
the  large  force  which  had  taken  up  position  near 
a  ravine,  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  with  a  view 
to  defend  the  entrance.  Under  cover  of  the  musket- 
eers and  archers,  who  from  one  side  of  the  ravine  did 
considerable  harm  to  the  enemy,  the  charge  succeeded, 
though  four  riders  and  nine  horses  were  wounded,  one 
of  the  latter  dying.  The  enemy  thrown  into  disorder 
fled  to  join  the  remaining  garrison,  which  occupied 
the  temples  on  the  plaza.  With  the  aid  of  the  in- 
fantry and  allies  the  stronghold  speedily  fell,  and  a 
number  of  prisoners  were  secured.** 

Proceeding  northward  along  the  mountain  border 
of  the  plateau  Sandoval  added  a  considerable  extent 
of  country  to  his  conquest,  meeting  serious  opposition 

**  *  Bnenas,  6  malas  Indias,  gacallaa  al  almoneda. .  .que  se  venderia.'  Id, 
This  was  to  be  done  at  the  next  distribution  in  Tescaoo.  The  proceeding 
was  discussed  at  length  in  Spain,  and  favored  also  by  a  laige  body  of  the 
clergy,  as  justifiable ;  but  the  emperor  took  the  humane  course  of  allowing 
captives  to  be  held  only  as  prisoners,  so  long  as  this  was  absolutely  necessary. 
Solis,  Hist,  Mtx,,  ii,  233. 

^  The  party  commissioned  to  carry  the  Villa  Rlcan  share  of  the  Aztec 
treasure  from  Tlascala  to  the  coast.  Bemal  Diaz  intimates  that  another  party 
of  nine  were  killed  at  Xocotlan.  Hxsi.  Verdad.,  115-16. 

**  The  bodies  of  five  of  the  Spaniards  here  murdered  had  been  sent  to 
Mexico,  the  rest  eaten. 
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only  at  Jalancin^o,  where  the  Aztec  garrison,  ever 
since  the  beginning  of  the  Tepeaca  campaign,  had 
been  employed  in  fortifying  the  place,  and  either  con- 
sidered themselves  secure  or  feared  that  a  surrender 
would  procure  no  better  terms,  for  them,  at  least. 
They  were  disconcerted  by  being  attacked  on  different 
sides,  under  native  guidance,  and  after  a  brief  resist- 
ance took  to  flight,  during  which  a  number  of  them 
were  captured,  the  Spaniards  losing  three  horses,  and 
having  eight  men  severely  injured,  Sandoval  receiving 
an  arrow  wound.  In  a  temple  were  found  relics  of 
slaughtered  Spaniards,  in  the  shape  of  dresses,  arms, 
and  saddles.**  A  few  davs  later  the  expedition  set 
out  to  rejoin  the  army,  with  a  large  amount  of  spoils 
and  a  train  of  captives.  The  chiefs  were  pardoned 
by  Cortes,  with  politic  regard  for  the  future,  and 
enjoined  to  furnish  their  quota  of  supplies  at  Segura.** 
The  head-quarters  had  meanwhile  been  removed  to 
Tlascala,  preparatory  to  a  march  on  Mexico,  and 
Segura  was  now  in  charge  of  the  alcalde,  Pedro  de 
Ircio,  lately  lieutenant  of  Sandoval  at  Villa  Rica, 
assisted  by  the  regidor,  Francisco  de  Orozco,  and  sixty 
men,  including  the  invalids  and  the  disabled.*''  Cortds 
had  left  it  in  the  middle  of  December,*®  taking  with 
the  cavalry  the  route  through  Cholula,*"  to  settle  the 
question  of  succession  to  a  number  of  cacique  oflSces 
vacated  during  the  epidemic.     These  appeals  were 

^Alcintan'8,  it  would  seem.  The  treasure  carried  by  him  had  been 
diflsipated. 

^*  Dos  dias  ante  de  Navidad  Ueg6  el  capitan  con  la  gente. .  .que  habian 
ido  i  las  proTindas  de  Cecatami  y  Xalazingo,*  says  Cortes,  Cartas,  103-5,  who 
had  already  taken  up  quarters  at  Tlascala.  Cfomara,  Hist.  Mex,,  172.  Bemal 
]>iaz  speaks  of  a  second  expedition  to  Xoootlan,  with  SO  cavalry  and  100 
infantiy ;  but  this  must  be  owing  to  a  confusion  of  names,  in  one  case  the 
▼aJley,  Oacatami,  being  mentioned,  in  the  other  the  town,  Cocotlan.  Hi^, 
Verdad.,  116. 

"  Comoro,  Hist.  Mex.,  172;  Herrera^  dec.  ii.  lib.  z.  cap.  xviii.  See  note 
37.  '  For  Capitan  vn  Francisco  de  Orozco,  con  obra  de  vevnte  soldados  que 
estauan  heridos,  v  doUentes,'  says  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdai.,  118;  Vetancurt 
follows.  Teatro  Jfear.,  i>t.  iii.  149. 

^ '  For  tener  U  nauidad  q  era  de  ay  a  doze  dias  en  Tlazcallan.'  Oomoro, 
Hist.  Mcx.y  172. 

^  Gomara  caUs  it  Coliman,  which  Chimalpain  identifies  with  Amozoc,  still 
in  existence.  HiA.  C<mq.,  ii  13. 
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made  tx>  him  not  only  as  the  representative  of  the 
Spanish  monarch  to  whom  the  people  had  sworn 
obedience,  but  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his  influence 
over  the  native  mind.  His  treatment  of  the  con- 
quered and  his  equitable  decisions  of  disputes  had 
made  him  the  umpire  and  king-maker  whom  not  only 
alUes,  but  half-reconciled  tribes  were  willing  to  heed,, 
in  private  and  pubUc  aficurs.  Having  made  the  ap- 
pointments, and  formed  favorable  arrangements  for 
himself,  he  rejoined  the  army.  The  march  to  Tlascala 
was  one  befitting  the  return  of  conquering  heroes. 
Triumphal  arches  covered  the  roads,  and  processions 
came  to  chant  the  praises  of  the  victors,  and  recount 
the  successes  achieved  by  the  Tlascaltec  allies,  as 
shown  by  spoils  and  banners  from  different  provinces 
and  cities,  and  by  long  files  of  captives.  On  nearing 
the  republican  capital  the  whole  population  came  forth 
to  join  in  the  ovation,  and  at  the  plaza  an  orator 
stepped  forward  to  greet  Cortds  in  a  glowing  pan- 
egyric, wherein  he  reviewed  his  progress  as  conqueror 
and  avenger.  In  reply  Cortds  alluded  feelingly  to  the 
brotherhood  between  the  two  races,  now  cemented  by 
blood  and  victories,  and  to  the  common  loss  sustained 
in  the  death  of  the  wise  and  noble  Maxixcatzin. 
These  words,  added  to  the  evidence  of  sorrow  in  the 
mourning  array  of  their  dress  and  arms,  left  a  most 
favorable  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  brave  allies. 
He  was  again  called  as  representative  of  his  king  to 
appoint  as  successor  to  Maxixcatzin  his  eldest  legiti- 
mate son,  a  boy  of  twelve  years,  against  whom  a 
claimant  had  arisen.®^  This  done,  Cortes  dubbed  him 
a  knight,  according  to  Castilian  usage,  in  recognition 
of  the  services  of  his  father,  causing  him  also  to  be 
baptized,  with  the  name  of  Juan,  Maxixcatzin  becoming 
the  family  name.^  Taking  advantage  of  the  occasion 
and  of  his  own  popularity,  the  general   sought  to 

^  In  the  penon  of  an  illegitixii&te  brother,  is  the  assnmptioii  of  modem 
authorities. 

^^  Herrera  namet  him  Lorenzo ;  but  Torquemada  insistB  that  thla  waa  the 
fother*8  name. 
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inspire  a  more  general  feeling  in  favor  of  his  religion, 
but  the  effort  met  with  little  encouragement,  and  he 
wisely  refrained  firom  wessing  so  dangerous  a  subject. 
According  to  Bemal  Diaz,  the  elder  Xicotencatl  was 
among  the  limited  number  of  saved  souls,  and  received 
the  name  of  Vicente.'*  The  native  records,  as  given 
by  Camargo  and  Torquemada,  and  adopted  by  most 
writers,  assume  that  the  four  chiefs  were  all  baptized 
at  this  time,  if  not  earlier;  but  they  are  neither  clear 
nor  consistent,  and  are  evidently  impelled  by  a  desire 
to  redeem  the  native  leaders  from  the  charge  of  idol- 
atry. Cortds,  Herrera,  Diaz,  and  other  chroniclers 
would  not  have  failed  to  record  so  large  and  promi- 
nent a  conquest  for  the  church,  particularly  since 
the  two  latter  do  mention  the  exceptional  converts." 

'*  The  old  soldier  calls  him  Lorenzo  de  Vargas,  but  is  probably  mii^.ft.VoT>, 
Bigt,  Verdad.,  118. 

"  Camargo  cives  at  length  the  speeches  of  Cortte  and  the  chiefs  on  the 
occasion*  The  latter  invites  him  to  accept  their  friendship  and  services,  and 
settle  among  them,  whereupon  the  general  explains  that  the  main  object 
of  his  coming  is  to  overthrow  false  idols,  and  that  the  condition  of  his 
staying  with  them  must  be  the  adoption  of  the  true  faith,  wherein  lies  the 
sole  reason  for  the  superiority  of  his  race  over  theirs.  The  holy  ghost  assLsta 
to  impress  his  words,  and  they  yield ;  but  they  implore  him  not  to  cast  down 
the  revered  idols,  for  such  an  act  may  be  fraught  with  the  most  terrible  dis- 
asters. Cort^  insists,  and  promises  to  assume  all  risks.  Thus  pressed,  they 
ask  to  confer  with  the  representatives  of  the  people,  lest  a  revolt  occur.  The 
council  objects,  offers  to  give  the  most  prominent  place  to  the  new  gods,  and 
finally  yields,  amidst  tears  and  wailing.  The  people  secretly  hide  the  adored 
images,  and  while  accepting  baptism  still  retain  the  old  worship  in  secret. 
The  four  chiefs  first  receive  the  rite,  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  leading 
Spanish  captains,  Maxixcatzin  the  elder  being  named  Lorenzo ;  Xicotencatl, 
Vicente;  Tlehuexolotl,  Gronzalo;  and  Citlalpopoca,  Bartolom^.  The  general 
baptism  followed,  those  baptized  on  the  tiirst  day  being  named  Juan,  and 
Maria,  and  Ana,  for  men  and  women  respectively,  each  receiving  a  ticket 
whereon  the  name  was  written.  Many  for^t  their  names,  nevertheless,  and 
had  to  appeal  to  the  register;  some  received  baptism  over  again,  because 
they  failea  to  acknowledge  the  previous  rite,  and  others  attended  service  for 
years  without  having  b^n  to  the  font.  Among  the  idols  and  relics  saved 
from  the  general  destruction  were  the  ashes  of  Gamaxtli,  the  chief  god  of  the 
tribe,  said  by  some  to  have  been  the  brother  of  Tezcatlipoca,  b^  others  the 
father  of  Quetzalcoatl.  They  were  jealously  guarded  bv  the  chief  Tecpane- 
cati  Tecuhtii,  of  Tepeticpoc,  till  1576,  when,  tired  of  the  temporal  injuries 
which  were  falling  upon  him,  owing  to  their  presence  in  his  house,  he  turned 
to  the  Qiurch  and  surrendered  the  relic,  and  died  the  same  week,  on  holy 
Thursday,  while  penitently  lashing  himself  before  the  madonna.  On  opening 
the  envelope  of  the  relic  a  mass  of  blonde  hair  fell  out,  showing  that  tra- 
dition was  true  in  describing  the  sod  as  a  white  man.  Camargo,  HiU.  Tlax. , 
151-9,  178-0.  Brasseur  de  Bourooutg  eagerly  seizes  on  this  statement  to 
Bapp<nt  his  theory  tiiat  the  Toltecs  hsA  come  from  the  north  of  Europe  to 
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CorWs  also  refers  to  a  conversion  in  the  person  of 
Tecocoltzin,  a  younger  brother  of  King  Cacama,  and 
the  future  head  of  Tezcuco,  who  is  named  Fernando; 
but  he  does  so  in  a  manner  which  indicates  that  the 
conversion  was  exceptional.^  His  baptism  took  place 
probably  on  the  same  day  as  that  of  young  Maxix- 
catzin  and  old  Xicotencatl,  the  occasion  being  cele- 
brated with  banquets  and  dances,  with  illumination, 
sports,  and  exchange  of  presents,  the  Spaniards  adding 
horse-races  and  other  interesting  proceedings  for  the 
gratification  of  the  natives. 

found  their  empire  and  era  of  coltore  in  Mexico.  Httt,  Nat.  Civ.,  !▼•  302 
et  Beq.  Camargo  places  the  general  baptism  on  the  occasion  of  Cort^*  first 
arrival  in  the  republic,  but  herein  Torquemada  corrects  him,  althonsh  fol- 
lowing the  version  in  other  respects.  The  picture  in  the  convent  at  Tiascala 
indicates,  he  says,  that  the  four  chiefs,  including  the  elder  Maxixcatzin,  were 
baptized  together,  and  by  the  clergyman  Juan  0iaz.  Great  festivals  followed 
the  ceremony,  i.  523,  ill.  166-9.  ixtlilxochitl,  who  also  refers  to  this  picture, 
follows  Caraargo*8  date,  but  names  Xicotencatl  senior  Bartolom^,  Zitiapopo- 
catzin  Baltasar,  Tlehuexolotzin  Cronzalo,  and  Maxixcatzin,  a  young  man,  J  uan. 
Hist.  Chick.  1 294.  Brasseur  de  Bourbour^  corrects  this  by  substituting  Xico- 
tencatl junior  for  Maxixcatzin  and  nammg  him  Vicente.  He  adds  Neza- 
hualpilli*s  son  Tecocoltzin,  who  receives  the  name  of  Fernando,  ubi  sup.  The 
assumption  that  the  four  elder  chiefs  were  baptized  together,  and  the  state- 
ment that  the  elder  Maxixcatzin  had  died  before  Gort^  returned  to  Tiascala, 
appear  contradictory,  but  Vetancurt  reconciles  them  by  datine  the  seneral 
baptism  just  before  the  beginning  of  the  Tepeaca  campaign,  and  adoptmg  the 
names  as  given  on  the  picture  in  *  our  convent,*  and  as  quoted  by  Camargo 
and  Torquemada.  Padre  Juan  Diaz,  who  performed  the  rite,  is  supposed  to 
have  been  killed  soon  after.  Seveial  other  versions  of  his  &te  and  burial- 
place  are  given.  Vetancvri,  TecUro  i/ex.,  pt.  iii.  146.  But  he  testified  during  the 
residencia  investigation  against  Alvarado,  1529.  See  Ramirez,  Proceso  contra 
Alvarado^  124.  Clavigero  follows  Vetancurt,  and  maintains,  notwithstanding 
the  failure  of  the  conc^uest  writers  to  notice  that  event,  that  '  &  certo,  che 
tutti  i  quattro  Capi  di  quella  B«^ubblica  furono  battezzati  avanti  la  con- 
quista..  .Oltrc  ad'  altre  pruove  ci6  consta  dalle  pitture  antiche.'  Sioria 
ifes8.t  iii.  150.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  the  'altre  pruove*  are. 
Prescott  admits  only  the  baptism  of  the  two  Maxixcatzins  and  old  Xicoten- 
catl, but  avoids  giving  the  new  names,  owing  to  the  conflict  of  authorities. 
Mex.f  ii  445. 

^  *G6mo  era  Muchaoho,  imprimi6  maa  en  41  nuestra  coaversacioii  y  tomte 
oriBtiano.'  Carta$,  177. 
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CHAPTER  XXX, 

CONSTRUCTION    OF    THE    FLEET. 
DflCEMBKB,  1520— Fbbbuabt,  1521. 

The  Objbcttv-b  Point— Vmsbls  Needed— Mabtin  Lopez  Sent  to  Tlascala 
JOB  Timber— Thirteen  Bbigantines  Obdebed — CobtAs  at  Tlascala — 
Dbill  jlstd  Discipline— Addbess  of  the  Genebal — Pabade  of  the 
Tlascaltecs — Mabch  to  Tezcuco— New  Ruleb  Appointed— Sacking 
OF  Iztapalapan— The  Chalcans— Abbival  at  Tezcuco  of  the  Bbigan- 
tine  Bbioade. 

The  Tepeaca  campaign  had  been  only  part  of  the 
plan  conceived  during  the  flight  to  Tlascala  for  the 
recovery  of  the  dominating  point  of  the  empire.  The 
strength  of  the  capital,  and  the  ascendancy  acquired 
by  the  Aztecs  during  Spanish  exclusion  from  the  lake 
region,  made  it  impossible  to  strike  directly  at  the 
centre  of  the  uprising.  It  was  necessary  first  to  con- 
quer the  surrounding  provinces  on  which  Mexico  de- 
pended for  aid,  and  to  do  this  in  detail  was  easier  than 
to  meet  the  combined  strength  of  the  foe.  This  would 
also  leave  the  conquering  troops  free  to  turn  their 
whole  attention  against  the  capital,  with  fresh  allies 
and  larger  resources.  A  centre  for  operation  was  now 
needed  within  the  valley,  and  one  from  which  the 
Aztecs  might  be  attacked  in  due  time  both  by  land 
and  water.  For  this  object  Tezcuco  presented  the 
greatest  advantages  in  being  situated  on  the  lake, 
some  six  leagues  from  Mexico,  in  the  midst  of  a  fertile 
country,  and  near  enough  to  Tlascala,  from  and  through 
which  reinforcements  might  readily  be  obtained.^ 

^  Many  favored  Ayotzinco,  near  Chalco,  which  offered  also  a  good  launch- 
ing plarce  for  the  vesaels.  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad,,  118. 
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With  a  prudent  foresight  to  these  movements 
Cortes  had  shortly  after  his  first  successes  in  Tepeaca 
sent  Martin  Lopez,  the  shipwright,  to  Tlascala  to  pre- 
pare timber  for  thirteen  origantines,  which  were  to 
be  transported  to  the  lake  for  besieging  purposes. 
The  republic  offered  to  provide  material  and  native 
carpenters,  and  aided  by  Andres  Nunez  and  others, 
Lopez  soon  formed  an  efficient  corps  of  assistants  for 
felling  and  shaping  the  pieces,  as  modelled  and  num- 
bered by  himself.  The  site  of  construction  was  at 
Atempan,  on  the  Rio  Zahuatl,^  which  afforded  the 
necessary  water  for  the  trial  launch,  and  had  forests 
near  by  from  which  timber,  masts,  and  pitch  could 
be  obtained.'  Iron,  sails,  cordage,  and  other  needful 
articles  taken  from  the  sunken  fleet  were  forwarded 
from  Villa  Rica,  together  with  smiths  and  other 
workmen. 

With  the  arrival  of  Cortes  at  Tlascala,  prepara- 
tions receive  a  fresh  impulse,  and  weapons  and  armor 
are  overhauled,  pikes  and  arrows  made,  and  stores 
collected.  An  opportune  addition  is  made  by  the 
arrival  of  a  vessel  from  Spain  and  the  Canaries,  laden 
with  war  material,  bows,  bowstrings,  arquebuses, 
powder,  and  a  variety  of  goods;  also  over  a  dozen 
soldiers,  with  three  horses.  Cortes  purchases  the 
whole  cargo,  and  persuades  the  owner,  Juan  de 
Biirgos,  the  captain,  and  the  men  to  join  him.* 

*  Where  now  is  the  chapel  of  San  Buenaventura.  Gamargo,  Hist.  Tlax,, 
176.  Yet  Lorenzana  says:  *Por  constante  trac^cion  se  trabai6  en  un  Barrio 
de  Hueyothlipan,  que  llaman  QuausimaUn,  que  quiere  decir,  donde  labran  los 
Palos.'  CorUSj  Hist.  N,  Eap.j  167.  But  it  is  taore  likely  to  have  been  on 
the  river  passing  through  Tlascala  city,  and  near  Matlalcneye  Mount. 

'  The  timber  came  probably  from  the  Matlalcueye  slox>e8 ;  the  masts  from 
Hueyotlipan ;  the  pitch  from  the  pine  woods  near  Huexotzinco,  says  Bemal 
Diaz,  where  it  was  prepared  by  four  sailors,  for  the  natives  did  not  understand 
its  manufacture.  '  Es  la  Sierra  MatlaJcuie, *  states  Torauemada,  Monarq.  Ind,, 
L  524.  <Iiabreasesacade...lasierradelaAguade  Xalapa,  *  near  San  Juan  de 
los  Llanos.  BwstamarUty  in  Chimalpainy  HUt.  Conq,,  ii.  13.  This  applies  rather 
to  colonial  times.  Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.  ,118, 124,  names  a  number  of  those 
who  aided  in  building.    See  also  Mora,  in  Soc.  Mex,  Otog.,  BoUUfiy  x.  302-3. 

*  Bemal  Diaz  names  several  of  the  thirteen  soldiers.  The  captain  was 
Francisco  Medel.  One  of  the  men,  Monjaraz,  was  said  to  have  muraered  his 
wife.  He  kept  aloof  from  all  combat,  but  once  he  ascended  a  tower  to  look 
on,  and  was  taat  same  day  killed  by  Indians.  Hist.  Verdad,  ^  118-19. 
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Drill  receives  attention,  and  equally  necessary  is 
the  maintenance  of  order,  for  they  are  few,  remote 
from  succor,  and  surrounded  by  a  powerful,  warlike, 
and  astute  foe.  Then  they  must  maintain  friendly 
relations  with  their  allies,  whose  aid  is  essential  to 
the  achievement  of  their  plans.  One  hasty  utterance, 
one  unjust  act,  can  raise  a  storm  wherein  all  may 
perish.  Good  treatment  on  every  hand  is  necessary 
to  win  neutral  and  hostile  provinces.  It  is  often  easier 
to  persuade  than  to  enforce.  With  this  view  Cortes, 
as  captain-general  and  justicia  mayor  for  his  majesty, 
prepares  a  series  of  regulations  which  are  proclaimed 
on  the  26th  of  December  1520. 

In  a  lengthy  preamble  are  set  forth  some  reasons 
for  its  publication  and  the  necessity  for  good  conduct, 
as  recognized  not  onlv  in  human  but  in  divine  affairs, 
and  practised  since  time  immemorial  for  the  regula- 
tion of  wars. 

The  first  article  proclaims  the  primary  motive  of 
this,  and  indeed  of  all  their  campaigns,  to  be  spiritual 
conquest,  in  the  absence  of  which  material  conquests 
must  be  regarded  as  unjust.  Blasphemy  is  forbidden 
lest  the  offended  Almighty  should  refuse  his  assistance. 
Grambling  in  a  modified  form  is  permitted,  but  quar- 
relling is  prohibited. 

Rules  are  laid  down  for  discipline  in  camp  and 
field  for  sentinels,  for  prompt  and  courageous  per- 
formance of  duty.  No  Spaniard  may  enter  houses 
in  a  hostile  city  to  plunder  until  the  foe  has  been 
driven  forth  and  victory  secured;  and  booty  of  what- 
soever nature,  however  and  wherever  acquired,  must 
be  declared  before  the  proper  officers,  under  penalty 
of  death.  Any  captain  who  attacks  an  enemy  without, 
orders  shall  be  put  to  death.' 

^  Such  are  in  sxibstance  the  famous  regulations  of  Cortds.  The  document, 
was  witnessed  on  the  22d  of  December  By  the  leading  officers,  before  Juan. 
de  iUbera,  '  notary  public  in  all  the  kingdoms  of  Spain,'  and  was  publiclv 
read  at  the  review  of  the  troops,  the  26th,  by  Anton  Garcia,  crier.  The  fuU 
tert  has  been  reproduced  in  Iccabalceta^  Col,  Doc.,  i.  445-^1,  and  Cori^. 
Btarkos  SfuUos,  13-23,  owing  to  the  defects  of  the  copy  by  Presoott,  and  that 
brififiness  and  blunders  of  earlier  references  to  it. 
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Orders  were  also  issued  to  reeulate  the  prices  of 
clothing  and  accoutrements,  which  were  excessive. 
In  order  to  enforce  the  necessary  respect  for  the 
regulations,  Cortes  punished  the  earlier  infringements 
with  a  severity  even  in  excess  of  the  penaJty  pro- 
claimed. Two  of  the  general  s  own  negro  slaves  were 
hanged  for  petty  theft,  and  a  pilfering  soldier  was 
pardoned  only  when  half  strangled.* 

After  a  fortnight  of  rest  and  preparation  Cortes 
concluded  to  resume  the  campaign^  partly  lest  a  longer 
delay  should  cool  the  ardor  of  the  soldiers  and  alhes. 
On  the  day  following  Christmas  the  troops  were  mus- 
tered for  review  in  the  main  square  of  Tlascala,  where 
Cortds  in  velvet-covered  mail  stood  surrounded  by 
the  royal  officials,  the  leading  chiefs  of  the  repubUc, 
and  a  brilliant  suite.  First  marched  the  cross-bow- 
men in  double  file,  who  at  a  signal  discharged  their 
arms  aloft  and  passed  on  with  a  salute.  After  them 
came  the  shield-bearers,  waving  their  swords,  which 
they  sheathed  after  saluting;  then  the  pikemen  with 
copper -headed  pikes,  followed  by  arquebusiers,  who 
saluted  with  a  thundering  salvo  that  reechoed  along 
the  circling  hills  and  sent  a  tremor  through  the 
crowd  of  native  spectators.  Last  came  the  cavalry, 
prancing  and  skirmishing  in  rapid  evolutions,  to  dis- 
play their  skill  as  fighters  and  riders,  and  to  dazzle 
the  beholders  with  their  glittering  arms  and  adorn- 
ment. The  total  force  consisted  of  five  hundred  and 
fifty  infantry,  divided  into  nine  companies,  and  forty 
cavalry  in  four  squads,  with  nine  small  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, eighty  cross-bows  and  arquebuses.^ 

The  main  reliance  of  the  infantry  was  in  the  swords 
and  pikes,  the  long  Chinantec  poles  being  largely  in- 
troduced, even  among  the  allies,  and  made  effective 

*  'Qued6  tal,  que  no  boluio  en  n,  ni  pudo  tragar  en  vn  mes.'  Herrera, 
dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xx.  One  soldier  was  lashed  for  impoeing  on  an  Lidian, 
and  another  degmded. 

^  This  is  Cort^'  own  account,  with  the  exception  that  he  gives  the  field- 
piecee  as  eight  or  nine.  CoTtaSy  165.  Gomara  says  540  infantry  and  nine  guns. 
ilist,  Mex.,  174.  Vetancnrt  writes  six  guns,  which  ma,j  be  a  miaprint. 
TeatroMex.,  pt.  iii.  150. 
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by  long  drilling.  The  nucleus  of  the  troops,  whereon 
rested  the  highest  hopes,  was  of  course  the  horsemen, 
whose  safety  had  been  carefully  looked  to  by  providing 
the  steeds  with  poitrels,  and  side  and  quarter  coverings 
of  stout  bulls'- hide,  reaching  to  the  hocks.  They 
were  fringed  with  small  pieces  of  iron  which  jingled 
like  bells,  and  were  supposed  to  add  to  the  terror  ever 
spread  by  these  animals  among  the  natives.®  The 
riders  were  equally  protected,  some  with  helmet  and 
body  mail  of  steel,  which  covered  even  the  limbs, 
leaving  the  wearer  vulnerable  only  at  the  joints.^ 
Others  had  less  complete  mail,  while  many  possessed 
only  the  twisted  cotton  armor  worn  by  the  foot-sol- 
diers, though  this  was  sufficiently  effective  in  native 
warfare.  Thus  was  experience  rapidly  developing  the 
art  of  war  in  America. 

The  troops  having  fallen  into  line,  Cortes  advanced 
on  horseback  and  addressed  them.  They  had  mus- 
tered for  a  most  important  enterprise,  to  recover  the 
rich  provinces  once  acquired  but  wrested  from  them 
by  treacherous  rebels,  to  elevate  the  holy  faith  in- 
sulted by  idolaters,  and  to  avenge  the  blood  of  cruelly 
murdered  friends  and  comrades.  "Just  are  the  reasons 
which  impel  us,"  cried  the  speaker,  "and  necessary  to 
our  security.  Spaniards !  God  has  ever  favored  you ; 
therefore  be  fearless.  Let  your  conduct  be  such  as  to 
inspire  with  respect  and  confidence  our  stout  and  tried 
allies,  a  hundred  thousand  and  more  of  w^hom  stand 
ready  and  eager  to  join  us.  What  more  can  Christian 
soldiers  desire  than  the  double  favors  which  God  here 
giveth  us,  rich  rewards  in  temporal  blessings  and  that 
glory  immortal  which  follows  victory?"  Thus  the 
astute  commander  stirred  the  hearts  of  his  men;  and 
believing  his  own  words,  was  himself  stirred  thereby. 
And  the  shout  came  back  to  him  that  they  would  re- 

*  'Anqueras,*  as  Spaniards  call  the  covering,  are  still  in  use  by  rich  horse- 
men in  Mexico,  highlv  ornamented. 

'Thompflon  describes  the  armor  of  Alvarado  at  the  Mexico  museum.  It 
indicates  l^t  this  renowned  cavalier  was  a  smaller  man  than  Ck>rt^,  whom 
be  supposes  to^have  been  of  Napoleon's  size.  JtecoL  Mex,,  119. 
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gain  the  lost  and  avenge  themselves  on  the  exultant 
Tenochtitlans.'^ 

Not  to  be  outdone  by  foreigners,  next  morning  the 
Tlascaltecs  marched  into  the  plaza  to  the  sound  of conchs, 
pipes,  and  drums,  the  four  lords  at  the  head  richly  attired 
and  in  plumage  studded  with  precious  stones,  which 
rose  a  yard  above  their  heads  in  variegated  colors,  de- 
noting their  rank  and  achievements.  Following  them 
were  four  squires  bearing  their  weapons,  and  the 
standard-bearers  of  the  respective  quarters.  Then 
in  files  of  twenty  deep  came  the  regular  warriors, 
divided  into  archers,  shieldmen,  and  pikemen,  and  into 
companies,  each  with  its  ensigns  and  musicians.  A 
striking  spectacle  they  presented  in  their  orderly  lines, 
gay  with  flowing  plumes,  glittering  arms,  and  many- 
colored  devices;  some  of  the  latter  displayed  on  a 
broad  plane  of  shields  extended;  others  embroidered 
on  the  quilted  cotton  tunics  of  leading  warriors.  All 
together  formed  a  series  of  gay  streaks  broken  by 
wider  bronze-hued  masses  of  naked  rank  and  file,  while 
above  all  heads  rose  a  profusion  of  feather-work 
banners,  speckled  w4th  brilliant  ornaments."  These 
were  lowered  as  the  companies  passed  before  Cortes, 
who  doffed  his  cap  in  acknowledgment,  the  warriors 
responding  by  bending  the  head  and  discharging  their 
bows.  Their  number  on  this  occasion  has  been  es- 
timated as  high  as  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand, 
and  although  this  is  evidently  exaggerated,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  large  Tlascaltec  army  was  swelled 
by  companies  from  the  neighboring  provinces." 

The  march  over,  Cortes  addressed  the  allies,  extol- 
ling their  deeds  which  had  covered  the  republic  with 

^^In  CorUs^  Cartas,  165-6,  are  given  the  main  points  of  the  speech,  too 
brief  evidently  for  Gomara,  who  fabricates  a  verbose  spiritless  oration  accord- 
ing to  his  fancy,  Hist.  3/ea:.,  174-^,  while  shorter  versions  are  presented  by 
Ixtlilxochitl,  0>iedo,  Torquemada,  and  Clavigero. 

^^  See  Native  Races,  ii.  405-12,  for  description  of  arms,  banners,  etc 
^^  Herrera,  who  objects  to  Ojeda's  large  figure,  gives  60,000  archers,  40,000 
shieldmen,  and  10,000  pikemen,  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xx.,  and  this  Vetancnit 
accepts,  Teatro  Afex,,  pt.  iii.  150,  while  Solis  reduces  the  men  at  the  review 
to  10,000,  though  he  allows  over  60,000  to  join  the  march  the  following  day. 
Hist,  Mex,,  u.  287-8. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


MAKCH  TO  TEZMELUCA.  M? 

^lory.  Soon  again  would  they  add  to  its  renown  and 
its  wealth,  while  avenging  ancient  wrongs.  He  would 
see  to  it  that  their  services  were  recognized  by  the 
emperor.  A  small  proportion  would  accompany  him 
on  the  present  march;  the  remainder  could  follow 
after  the  completion  of  the  brigantines."  In  orthodox 
cheers  the  native  warriors  testified  approbation.  Their 
general  then  spoke,  exhorting  them  ever  to  remember 
that  they  were  Tlascaltecs,  a  name  of  terror  to  all 
foes.  Only  twenty  thousand  of  the  eager  republicans, 
including  some  Huexotzincas  and  the  earners,  were 
allowed  to  join  the  expedition,  for  more  could  not  be 
conveniently  used  during  the  preliminary  campaign. 
Their  general  was  ChiclumecatU* 

On  the  following  day,  the  28th  of  December, 
after  the  invocation  of  divine  aid,  and  midst  the  stir- 
ring strains  of  music,  the  army  filed  out  of  Tlascala, 
the  populace  Uning  the  route  and  shouting  their 
farewell  blessings.  "The  gods  grant  you  victory  1" 
they  cried,  *'and  successful  return."  "There  go  the 
strong  ones  to  humble  the  proud,"  said  some,  while  of 
the  women  many  sobbed:  "Oh I  if  our  eyes  should 
never  behold  you  again  I"  There  were  three  routes 
leading  into  the  lake  provinces,  two  of  them  tried 
already  during  former  marches;  but  since  the  enemy 
were  doubtless  on  the  alert  with  ambuscades  and 
other  measures,  it  was  deemed  best  to  select  the  third 
and  worst  road,  north  of  snow-crowned  Iztaccihuatl, 
by  which   an   approach   would   be  least   expected.^* 

"  If  any  there  were  who  followed  not  of  their  free-will  they  should  remain 
behind.  He  had  enough  men  as  it  was.  The  lords  replied  that  they  would 
rather  be  drowned  in  the  lake  than  return  without  victory.  Torquemada,  i. 
52Q,  On  this  occasion  may  have  been  presented  to  the  Tlascaltec  battalion 
the  red  damask  banner,  bearing  on  one  side  the  crowned  image  of  the  virgin 
with  the  hands  uplifted  in  prayer,  and  on  the  other  the  royal  arms  of  Castile 
and  Leon,  a  b%pner  which  Boturini  obtained  possession  of  with  proofs  of  its 

Cuineness.  CatcUogo,  75.  Yet  this  design  appears  to  belong  to  a  standard 
ae  by  the  Spaniards  on  entering  the  conquered  Mexico. 
^*  The  chief  motive  for  restricting  the  number  was,  according  to  Gomara, 
the  trouble  of  sustaining  them.  Iliitt.  Mex.,  176.  Bemal  Diaz  mentions  only 
10,000  warriors,  wherein  he  evidently  docs  not  include  carriers.  Hist.  Verdad. , 
119.  Herrera  increases  the  number  to  80,000,  under  four  captains,  directed 
to  a  certain  extent  by  Ojeda  and  Juan  Marauez.  dec.  ii.  lib.  x.  cap.  xx. 
"'Acord^  de  entrar  por  esta  de  Tezmoluca,  porque. .  .el  puerto  d^  era 
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This  led  through  Tezmeluca/*  a  village  in  Huexot- 
zinco,  six  leagues  from  Tlascala,  where  camp  was 
formed.  Here  bqgan  a  three-league  ascent  of  the 
pass,  and  the  Tezcucan  border  was  crossed  amidst  in- 
tense cold,  the  gradually  dwindling  vegetation  giving 
freer  scope  to  the  bleak  wind  which  came  whistling 
from  the  summits.  A  league  farther  a  convenient 
spot  was  found  for  a  halt,  and  the  tired  and  shivering 
soldiers  were  soon  .huddling  round  fires.  On  the 
following  day  a  thick  pine  forest  was  entered,  and 
soon  after  the  road  was  found  blocked  with  felled 
trees.  This  created  no  Httle  stir  among  the  men, 
but  Cortes,  who  had  not  expected  an  unobstructed 
path,  sent  forward  a  body  of  natives  to  clear  it.^' 
With  forces  massed  and  arms  prepared,  Cortes  there- 
upon led  the  way,  and  in  half  a  league  open  ground 
was  gained,  to  the  relief  of  all.  The  difficulties  of  the 
march  were  passed,  and  behind  the  army  now  lay  the 

frim  expanse  of  barren  rocks  and  hoary  peaks;  while 
eneath  a  pale-blue  sky  they  descended  the  wooded 
slopes  to  the  valley  below,  rich  in  variegated  hues 
of  field  and  garden,  and  enlivened  with  the  gleaming 
white  of  human  habitation.  Beyond  spread  the  glassy 
surface  of  the  lakes,  bordered  on  the  farther  side  by  the 
misty  outline  of  low  ranges,  fading  in  the  distance  like 
the  glories  of  the  now  fading  empire.  The  queen  city 
was  the  theme,  however,  and  while  some  descanted 
to  late  recruits  on  its  wealth  and  beauties,  others 
stood  silently  gazing  on  the  spot  so  dimmed  with  sad 
remembrances.  Thus  pondering  on  the  past  they 
could  almost  hear  the  voices  of  fallen  comrades  call- 
ing on  them  for  vengeance,  and  "we  vowed,"  writes 

mas  agro  y  fracoso.*  Cortes,  Cartas,  167.     Yet  Lorenzana  adds  a  note  of  ex-  ' 
planation  which  shows  that  he  misunderstands  the  text.     Ixtlilxochitl  caUs 
the  road  Tlepehuacan.  Hist.  Chich.,  306.    Through  the  Rio  Frio  Mountains. 
Chimalj^in,  Hist.  Conq.,  ii.  19.     The  present  improved  road  from  Vera  Crua 
to  Mexico.  Orozco  y  Berra^  in  Noticias  Mex.,  255. 

^^^Lugar  de  Enzinas.'  Herrera^  loc.  cit.  Now  San  Martin  Teimeluca. 
Bustamante,  in  CMmalpain,  nbi  sup. 

'^Herrera  leaves  the  impression  that  a  new  road  was  now  opened  to  escape 
the  entrenchments  and  traps  already  formed  by  the  enemy.  But  he  is  evi- 
dently wrong. 
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Cortes,  "there  to  achieve  victory  or  perish."*®  As  if 
in  response  to  the  challenge,  ominous  smoke  columns 
rose  from  the  circling  heights,  the  signal  of  the  Mex- 
icans to  rouse  the  inhabitants  against  the  invaders. 

No  opposition  was  met  during  the  descent,  but 
beyond  a  ravine,  on  level  ground,  forces  were  seen 
approaching  from  diflTerent  directions.*®  By  a  quick 
movement  Uort^s  managed  to  leave  the  broken  ground 
and  gain  the  bridges  ere  the  foe  had  united.  Having 
now  a  plain  before  them,  fifteen  of  the  horsemen 
charged  and  routed  the  main  body.  The  rest  dis- 
persed, with  the  Tlascaltecs  in  close  pursuit  to  kill 
and  ravage.  The  army  did  not  camp  till  they  reached 
the  deserted  Coatepec,  some  three  leagues  from  Tcz- 
cuco. 

Shortly  before  this  there  had  been  an  accession  in 
the  person  of  Ixtlilxochitl,**  the  ruler  of  the  northern 
part  of  Acolhuacan,  who  had  oflfered  his  friendship  to 
the  Spaniards  before  they  ever  entered  the  valley. 
His  faith  in  them  was  unshaken,  particularly  under 
the  aspect  of  their  late  ^uccesses,  and  he  came  to  re- 
new his  protestations,  assuring  Cortes  that  no  opposi- 
tion would  be  offered  at  Tezcuco.  He  gave  information 
about  the  political  feeling,  the  prospect  for  humbling 
the  hated  Aztecs,  and  the  fate  of  certain  small  bodies 
of  Spaniards  during  the  uprising.  He  also  stated  that 
Cuicuetzcatl  was  no  more.  While  at  Tepeaca,  Cortes 
had  sent  to  Cohuanacoch,  the  usurper  king  at  Tezcuco, 
an  Acolhua  noble,**  with  peaceful  proposals.  The  en- 
voy was  executed.  Not  long  after,  Cuicuetzcatl  set 
out  for  Tezcuco,  without  leave,  tired  as  he  was  of  the 
semi-captive  restraint  at  TIascala,  and  confident  that 
with  the  aid  of  his  adherents  and  the  prestige  of 
Spanish  success  he  would  be  able  to  overthrow  his 

'''Prometimos  todos  de  nunca  dellas  salir  sin  victoria,  6  ddjar  alii  las  vidas.* 
CarUUy  169.  'We  vowed,  if  God  gave  success,  to  act  better  in  besieging  the 
city.'  BemalDiaz,  Hist.  Verdad,,  119. 

"Herrera  calls  them  100,000;  Vetancurt,  140,000. 

*At  Tlepehuacan,  near  the  border.  IxtlUxocJUtly  Hist.  Chick.  ^  .^J06-7. 

'^  Ixtlilxochitl  calls  him  in  one  place  the  brother  of  Cohuanacoch.  Id,,  299. 
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usurping  brother  and  resume  the  sceptre  entrusted 
him  oy  Montezuma  and  Cortes.  The  presence  of  so 
powerful  an  intriguer  in  the  capital  could  not  long 
escape  the  spies  of  Cohuanacoch,  who  had  him  seized, 
and  by  the  advice  of  Quauhtemotzin  summarily  re- 
moved from  his  path." 

Although  fully  a  hundred  thousand  warriors  were 
rumored  to  be  hovering  hereabout,  no  formidable  evi- 
dences of  hostility  were  encountered  during  the  march 
to  Tezcuco.  A  short  distance  from  Coatepec  a  pro- 
cession of  Acolhua  nobles  appeared,  headed  by  four 
prominent  personages,  and  bearing  a  golden  banner  as 
a  peace  oflFering.  They  came  in  the  name  of  Cohua- 
nacoch  to  tender  his  submission  and  the  hospitality  of 
the  city,  with  the  request  that  no  ravages  be  com- 
mitted. After  what  he  had  learned  Cortds  could 
hardly  look  upon  their  master  as  other  than  an  inimical 
usurper,  whose  tardy  proflFers  could  not  be  trusted,  and 
whose  opposition  need  not  be  feared.  He  accordingly 
received  the  message  coldly,  referred  to  the  treacherous 
slaughter  of  the  Yuste  party  of  fifty  Spaniards  and 
three  hundred  Tlascaltecs,  and  demanded  that  at  least 
the  treasures  seized  on  that  occasion  should  be  restored; 
failing  in  which,  a  thousand  natives  should  die  for 
every  Spaniard  killed.  The  envoys  tremblingly  ex- 
plained that  the  outrage  had  been  committed  by  Zol- 
tepecs  at  the  instance  of  the  Aztec  ruler,  whose  men 
had  carried  off  the  valuables.  StiU,  they  would  in- 
stitute a  search.^ 

Regardless  of  their  urgent  request  that  the  entry 
into  the  capital  should  be  deferred  till  quarters  had 
been  prepared,  Cortes  proceeded  through  the  outlying 
suburbs  of  Coathchan  and  Huexotla,  where  the  chiefs 

'^'Aaa  spy/ adds  Cortds,  Cartas^  176.  Ixtlilxochitl  states,  contrary  to 
Cort^,  that  this  general  sent  him  to  Tezcuco  on  the  same  errand  as  the  pre- 
vious envoy.  Hist,  Chich,,  306.  But  this  appears  a  needless  exposure  of  an 
imx)ortaut  personage. 

''  Bemal  Diaz  states  that  Cort^  nevertheless  embraced  the  envoys,  three 
of  whom  were  relatives  of  Montezoma.  Hist,  Verdad,^  120. 
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came  forth  to  render  homage,  and  passed  on  Monday, 
the  31st  of  December,  into  Tezcuco,  which  was  for 
many  a  month  to  be  his  '  halting-place/  as  the  name 
signifies."  Quarters  were  taken  up  m  NezahualcoyotFs 
p^ace,  as  the  largest  and  strongest  place.«^ 

Meanwhile  some  soldiers  who  had  ascended  a  tower 
came  to  report  that  the  inhabitants  were  hurrying 
away  by  land  and  water.  Cortes  now  understood  why 
the  envoys  had  sought  to  detain  him  on  the  road,  and 

frave  immediate  orders  to  seize  the  ruler  and  as  many 
eading  men  as  possible.  It  was  too  late,  however, 
Cohuanacoch  had  escaped.  After  usurping  the  throne, 
combining  with  the  foes  of  tlie  Spaniards,  and  mur- 
dering the  ruler  appointed  by  them,  he  did  not  dare  to 
trust  himself  within  their  reach.  Hence,  as  the  in- 
vaders marched  in  he  embarked  for  Mexico  with  his 
family,  his  chief  adherents  and  treasures,  attended 
by  a  fleet  of  canoes  with  fugitives  and  eflFects.  The 
anger  of  Cortds  at  this  escape  encouraged  the  pursu- 
ing troops  to  commit  certain  excesses;  and  in  this  they 
could  hardly  be  blamed,  for  in  one  of  the  temples 
were  found  relics  of  the  Yuste  party,  which  very  nat- 
urally fired  the  soldiers  with  a  desire  for  vengeance.* 
IxtliJxochitl  and  other  friendly  chiefs  implored  pity 
for  the  unoflFending  inhabitants,  and  orders  were  issued 
in  accordance,  though  not  until  the  allies  had  sacked  a 
number  of  houses  and  fired  the  beautiful  Nezahualpilli 
palace  containing  the  national  archives.^- 

Not  knowing  what  might  follow  this  exodus,  Cor- 
tes hastened  to  fortify  his  quarters  and  to  collect 
supplies,  aided  by  Ixtlilxochitl,  who  had  succeeded 
somewhat  in  reassuring  the  people.     In  order  to  re- 

**  IxtUlxochia,  Hi9t.  Chich.,  214. 

'^  Fmcott  aays  NezahualpUli's,  but  this  was  burned  at  this  ver^  time  ac- 
f»rding  to  the  only  authority  on  the  point,  Ixtlilxochitl,  Hor.  Crucuiades,  10. 
Brasseur  de  Bouibourg  assumes  that  the  allies  stayed  at  Huexotla,  which  is 
doubtful.  JliH.  N(U,  Ctv.,  iv.  402. 

**The  stuffed  skins  of  the  five  horses  were  found,  and  other  thinss,  offered 
to  the  idol.  CorUs,  Ccurtae,  183.  Stranse  that  the  Tezcucans  shoula  not  have 
removed  so  palpable  evidence  against  them. 

"IxUUxocMU,  Hist.  Chidi.,  m. 
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store  confidence,  however,  and  win  the  inhabitants  to 
his  purposes,  he  saw  that  there  should  be  a  recognized 
head,  with  influence  to  control  them,  and  one  whom 
he  could  trust.  The  former  necessity  demanded  that 
the  choice  should  be  made  among  the  brothers  of 
Cohuanacoch,  children  of  Nezahualpilli,  and  of  these 
Ixtlilxochitl  and  Tecocoltzin  were  the  only  professed 
friends  of  the  Spaniards.  The  latter  was  of  less  legit- 
imate birth,  it  seems,  than  some  of  the  brothers,  and 
a  mere  youth,  who  had  shared  the  qucLsi  captivity  of 
Cuicuetzcatl,  and  had  accepted  baptism  with  the 
name  of  Fernando  Cortes  de  Monroy.*^  He  was  tall 
and  well  formed,  of  noble  presence,  and  as  fair  as 
the  average  Spaniard.  Of  docile  disposition,  he  had 
readily  conformed  to  the  teachings  of  the  friars,  had 
adopted  Spanish  ideas,  and  had  become  a  favorite 
among  the  conquerors.  It  may  be  readily  understood 
that  this  easily  ruled  boy  should  be  preferred  by  Cor- 
tes to  Ixtlilxochitl,  whose  stay  in  Tezcuco  during  the 
troublous  times  had  not  tended  to  strengthen  Spanish 
confidence. 

Cortds  summoned  the  chiefs  and  represented  that 
since  Cohuanacoch  had  forfeited  any  claims  that  he 
might  have  had  to  the  throne,  by  murdering  the 
lawfully  elected  king  and  by  abandoning  his  country, 
they  should  therefore  choose  another  ruler.  He 
took  care  that  his  selection  should  become  known  to 
them,  and  the  electors  hastened  to  conform  to  the 

^ReaX  C^dtda,  1551.  In  this  c^ula  are  named  a  number  of  the  brothers, 
but  the  pagan  name  is  not  ^yen  in  every  instance.  Bemal  Diaz  and  Tongue- 
mada  confirm  this  baptisnuu  name  for  the  ruler  now  appointed ;  Ck>rt^  writes 
merely  Fernando;  Ixtlilxochitl  adds  Tecocoltzin;  S^iagun  gives  the  latter 
name  and  calb  him  legitimate,  as  he  was  in  a  certain  sense.  Hist,  Conq.  (ed. 
1840),  143.  Clavigero  caUs  him  Fernando  Cort^  Ixtlilxochitl;  Chimalpain 
inteinpolates  De  ^varado  in  lieu  of  Gort^,  but  substitutes  Tecocoltzin  for 
IxtUbcochitl  in  one  place.  HisL  Ccmq.^  21,  55.  Vetancurt  evidently  accepts 
the  true  name,  but  applies  the  baptism  and  appointment  to  IxtUbcochitL 
Teatro  Mtx, ,  pt.  iii.  152.  The  latter,  who  succeeded  to  the  Tezcucan  rulership 
toward  the  end  of  1521,  received  the  name  of  Fernando  Pimentel,  and  it  is 
this  similarity  of  the  first  name  that  has  led  to  the  pretty  general  confusion 
about  the  appointee.  Lockhart  actually  attem|>t8  to  rectify  the  correct  state- 
ment of  Bernal  Diaz  with  a  blunder,  Memoirs,  li.  411;  and  Zamacois,  in  doing 
the  same  with  the  blundering  Solis,  gives  a  long  note  amusingly  erroneous. 
Hist,  Mi^j.,'m.  585. 
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conqueror's  will,  not  even  Ixtlilxochitl  venturing  to 
remonstrate.^ 

Fernando  was  accordingly  brought  from  Tlascala 
soon  after  and  installed  with  great  ceremony,  receiving 
a  Spanish  dress  with  arms.*  He  proved  kind  and 
faithful,  ^particularly  to  his  patrons,  yet  Cortes  never 
relaxed  his  caution,  and  in  order  to  keep  him  under 
safe  surveillance  Antonio  de  ViUareal  was  appointed 
his  tutor,  and  Bachiller  Escobar  captain  of  Tezcuco, 
while  Pedro  Sanchez  Farfan  and  his  brave  wife 
Maria  de  Estrada  also  remained  there.  This  recogni- 
tion of  an  esteemed  descendant  of  the  beloved  Neza- 
hualpilli,  and  the  just  and  moderate  conduct  of  the 
Spaniards,  served  to  reconcile  the  people,  who  speedily 
returned  to  their  homes  and  avocations.  The  caciques 
of  Coatlichan,  Huexotla,  and  Atenco  tendered  alle- 
giance within  three  days  of  the  Spanish  entry,  pro- 
testing that  their  hostility  had  been  wholly  compulsory. 

This  ready  submission  was  by  no  means  palatable 
to  Quauhtemotzin,  who  sent  messengers  to  stir  anew 
the  spirit  of  revolt,  while  preparing  to  strike  a  blow. 
But  the  emissaries  were  promptly  surrendered  to 
the  Spaniards,  before  whom  they  pretended  to  be 
merely  peace  mediators.  It  pleased  Cortes  to  accept 
the  explanation,  and  after  treating  the  captives  with 
great  kindness  he  sent  them  back  to  Mexico  to  carry 
peace  proposals.  Those  who  had  been  the  chief  pro- 
moters of  the  late  uprising  were  now  dead,  and  it  was 
better  the  past  should  be  forgotten,  and  friendship 
established.    To  this  no  answer  was  vouchsafed. 

**  Ixtlilxochitl  states  not  wrongly  that  Teoocoltzin  was  chosen  by  general 
xeqaesty  but  he  adds  that  while  the  political  horizon  was  so  cloudy  the 
electors  preferred  that  a  legitimate  heir  like  Ixtlilxochitl  should  not  nil  so 
dimgerons  a  position ;  nor  did  the  latter  care  to  rule  while  the  elder  brother 
lived.  Hist.  Chick,,  307;  Hor,  CruddadeB,  11-13.  Pretty  good  excuse  for  a 
prince  who  forcibly  wrested  half  the  domain  from  Cacama.  Brasseur  de 
fiourbouT^ff  assumes  that  he  feared  to  be  suspected  of  seeking  a  Spanish  alli- 
ance merely  to  obtain  the  crown.  Hist,  Nat.  Civ,,  iv.  409.  But  this  design 
he  had  long  harbored,  as  even  the  abb^  intimates  at  times.  He  no  doubt 
stood,  with  his  strong  character,  as  one  of  the  powers  behind  the  throne. 
Cohuanacoch  does  not  appear  to  have  had  much  influence. 

^  Solis  takes  this  opportunity  to  elaborate  a  few  of  his  specimen  speeches. 
Hist,  Mex,,  ii.  315-16.  '  Fue  el  primero  que  en  publico  en  Tezcuco  se  casb,  y 
Tel6.'  KetoficoH,  TetOro  Mex.,  pt.  ill.  152. 
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No  hostile  demonstration  having  occurred  for  eight 
days  after  the  entry  into  Tezcuco,  Cortes  resolved  to 
waste  no  further  time  in  preparation,  but  to  b^in  the 
campaign.  This  course  was  also  needed  to  maintain 
the  troops  in  activity,  to  encourage  them  with  spoils, 
and  to  save  the  friendly  Tezcucans  from  the  constant 
drain  of  providing  supplies.  Among  the  intended 
head-quarters  during  the  siege  of  Mexico  to  follow 
was  the  rich  and  beautiful  garden  city  of  Iztapalapan, 
close  to  the  southern  entrance  of  the  capital.  This 
was  an  advantageous  point,  through  which  a  blow 
might  be  dealt  the  Mexicans  while  chastising  the 
town  itself  for  the  hostility  of  its  inhabitants  and 
their  late  ruler,  Cuitlahuatzin,  the  brother  and  suc- 
cessor of  Montezuma.  The  expedition  consisted  of 
eighteen  horse  and  two  hundred  foot,  with  a  few 
thousand  Tlascaltecs  and  Tezcucans,'^  headed  by  Cor- 
tes, Sandoval  remaining  in  charge  of  the  camp. 

Warned  by  the  movement,  the  inhabitants  b^an 
to  remove  their  families  and  valuables,  while  the 
warriors  marched  along  the  lake  shore  for  nearly  two 
leagues  to  meet  and  detain  the  invaders,  supported  by 
Aztec  forces  and  a  fleet  of  canoes.  As  soon  as  the 
Spaniards  came  up  a  lively  skirmish  ensued,  the 
warriors  being  obliged  to  retreat,  though  slowly, 
rallying  at  times,  when  the  nature  of  the  ground  per- 
mitted.** Three  hours  of  fighting  brought  them  near 
the  town,  and  a  final  assault  by  the  soldiers  efiected 
an  entrance  and  forced  the  warriors  to  take  refuge  in 
canoes  and  houses.  The  first  comers  occupied  the 
upper  quarters,  the  others  continued  their  course 
toward  the  lake,  where  the  dwellings  stood  on  piles, 
cutting  down  every  person  encountered  in  the  streets. 
Greneral  massacre  was  followed  by  pillage,  and  before 
nightfall  six  thousand  bodies  were  ready  for  the  funeral 

'^  Bemal  Diaz  differs  somewhat,  and  gives  the  proportion  of  forces,  attended 
also  by  Alvarado  and  Olid.  Hist.  Verdad.,  121.  The  Tlascaltecs  numbered 
abont  4000,  and  the  Tezcucans,  according  to  Ixtlilxochitl,  from  4000  to  6000. 

''Gomara  assumes  that  they  sought  to  allure  the  Spaniards  into  the 
town.  Hist.  Mex,,  179. 
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pyre.*"  Suddenly  midst  the  work  of  destruction  Cor- 
tes observed  startling  siffns  of  increasing  waters,  and 
soon  after  a  Tezcucan  brought  word  that  the  dike 
shielding  the  town  on  the  west  had  been  cut.  In  their 
desperation  the  inhabitants  had  invoked  the  flood, 
whose  mercv  could  not  be  more  pitiless  than  the  in- 
vaders, while  it  might  assist  the  work  of  revenge.^ 

The  opening  was  widening  every  moment.  No 
time  was  to  be  lost.  The  recall  was  sounded,  but 
with  the  people  so  scattered  it  took  some  time  to 
gather  them.  Staggering  under  the  weight  of  spoil 
they  fell  into  line,  their  march  being  dimly  lighted 
by  the  flames  behind  them.  The  flood  increased  so 
much  that  few  of  them  could  retain  their  burdens, 
and  near  the  opening  the  water  came  with  such  force 
as  to  make  the  passage  difficult.  Several  of  the 
aUies  were  swept  away.  It  was  nine  o'clock  before 
the  last  of  the  troops  gained  the  high  land  beyond 
the  dike.  *'A  delay  of  three  hours  longer,  and  none 
of  us  would  have  escaped,"  writes  Cortes.  Failing  in 
their  desperate  sacrifice  to  catch  the  invaders  in  the 
flooded  houses,  there  to  be  imprisoned  all  night  by  the 
rushing  waters,  the  enemy  were  at  hand  in  canoes  with 
early  dawn,  showering  missiles  a^d  sallying  against 
the  flanks  of  the  invaders.  The  Spaniards  could  only 
reply  with  sword  and  lance,  for  the  powder  was  wet, 
and  since  nothing  more  could  be  done  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, they  continued  the  retreat  to  Tezcuco. 
A  number  of  [dlies  fell,  and  even  the  soldiers,  who 
had  suffered  no  casualties  in  the  capture  of  Izta- 
palapan,  now  lost  one  out  of  their  ranks." 

Notwithstanding  the  loss  of  booty  and  the  humili- 
ating retreat,  the  expedition  had  succeeded  in  its 

"*  So  estimated  by  Cort^  and  others.    Herrera  reduces  it  to  5000. 

^  CJort^  states  that  he  saw  men  cuttine  the  dike  as  he  entered  the  town, 
but  did  not  consider  the  significance  untU  the  water  rose  and  recalled  it  to 
him.  Cartas,  174. 

'^So  savs  Cort^,  while  Bemal  Diaz  assumes  that  two  men  and  one  horse 
were  lost,  he  himself  receiving  so  severe  a  womid  in  the  throat  as  to  become 
an  invalid  for  some  time.  Hint,  Verdad.,  121.  Solis  refers  to  the  affair  as  a 
glorious  victory. 
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main  object,  to  inflict  a  severe  lesson  on  the  foe  by- 
desolating  one  of  the  finest  cities  in  the  valley,  at  the 
very  threshold  of  the  capital.  The  effect  was  noticed 
in  the  arrival,  the  day  after  the  return  to  Tezcuco,  of 
messengers  from  Otumba  and  several  adjacent  towns," 
penitently  to  renew  their  allegiance,  which  was  never 
again  broken.  A  number  of  other  towns  and  domains 
followed  the  example,  notably  Chalco,  a  large  and 
fertile  district  extending  round  Chalco  Lake,  and 
toward  the  south-eastward.  It  had  fallen  from  the 
rank  of  an  independent  kingdom  to  that  of  a  province 
tributary  to  the  Aztecs.  The  severity  of  its  task- 
masters kept  ever  smouldering  the  flame  of  revolt, 
and  deeply  the  people  sighed  for  deliverance.  Owing 
to  the  proximity  of  the  Mexicans  and  the  presence 
of  their  lawless  garrisons,  they  like  many  others  had 
not  before  ventured  to  cast  off  the  yoke,  but  with  the 
approach  of  the  Spaniards  they  gathered  courage,  and 
two  envoys  were  sent  to  implore  protection." 

This  accorded  with  Cortes' plans,  and  Sandoval  was 
instructed  to  assist  them.  Iiis  first  order,  however, 
was  to  escort  to  Tlascala  with  twenty  horsemen  and 
two  hundred  infantry  the  carriers,  together  with  a 
number  of  warriors,  who  desired  to  return  home  with 
the  booty  so  far  acquired.  Fresh  supplies  were  Uke- 
wise  desired,  and  communication  with  V  ilia  Rica  must 
be  kept  open.  They  had  not  proceeded  far  before 
the  Tlascaltecs,  who  had  hastened  in  advance  of  the 
Spanish  main  body,  found  themselves  attacked  by  a 
large  force,  which  slew  a  number  and  captured  the 
carriers'  train.  Sandoval  routed  the  assailants  and 
recaptured  most  of  the  booty.* 

*^Four,  says  Cort^,  and  Lorenzana  enumerates  aeveral  which  may  have 
embraced  them.  Hist,  N.  Esp.,  196.  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg  confounds  some 
with  southern  Chalco  towns. 

''  Duran  states  that  the  Chalcans  had  sent  presents  with  offers  of  alliance 
before  the  Spaniards  crossed  the  mountain  border.  Hist.  Fnd,,  MS.,  ii  491. 
But  this  is  doubtful.  Ixtlilxochitl  assumes  that  they  appealed  first  to  hii 
namesake,  as  their  suzerain,  and  he  advised  submission  to  Cortte.  Mizquic 
and  Cuitlahuac  appear  to  have  joined  in  the  submission. 

t8  Bemal  Diaz  writes  that  two  archers  f eU  and  seven  of  the  foe.    Owing 
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From  Tlascala  Sandoval  turned  to  Chalco.  In 
certain  maizefields  in  front  of  the  capital  the  Mexi- 
cans stood  prepared  with  twelve  thousand  warrriors 
to  dispute  possession.  He  charged  them  at  the  head 
of  his  cavalry,  but,  though  yielding  for  a  moment, 
they  rallied  and  with  their  long  pikes  compelled  him 
to  fall  back  upon  the  infantry  ana  allies.  The  second 
charge  was  more  successful,  and  within  two  hours  the 
foe  was  in  flight,  during  which  large  numbers  were 
slaughtered  and  some  captives  taken,  including  three 
leading  men,  while  but  few  of  the  Spaniards  were  even 
wounded. 

The  Chalcans  came  forth  to  tender  an  ovation, 
and  the  two  young  rulers  Acazitzin  and  Omacat- 
zin'*  accompanied  the  troops  to  personally  offer  alle- 
giance to  Cortes,  together  with  some  small  presents. 
Their  father  had  always  admired  the  Spaniards  and 
sought  to  serve  them,*°  and  on  his  death-bed,  during 
the  late  smaU-pox  epidemic,  he  had  recommended 
them  and  their  counsellors  to  submit  to  the  white 
chief,  for  to  him  and  his  children  of  the  sun  did 
prophecy  point  as  rulers  of  that  land.  So  im- 
portant an  accession  gave  no  little  pleasure  to  Cortds, 
who  treated  the  yoimg  prisoners  with  every  con- 
sideration. At  their  own  request  he  confirmed  them 
in  the  lordship,  assigning  to  the  eldest  Chalco  city, 
with  more  than  half  the  towns  in  the  province,  while 
the  younger  received  Tlalmanalco  and  Chimalhuacan, 
with  Ayotzinco  and  other  places  subject  to  them.*^ 

The  eight  captives  were  kindly  treated,  and  sent  to 

to  this  incident  Sandoval  left  orders  that  no  reinforcements  from  Villa  Bica 
flhonld  advance  beyond  Tlascala  till  farther  orders.  Hist.  Verdad.,  122.  Pres- 
oott  wrongly  assmnes  that  this  attack  occurred  on  the  march  to  Chalco. 

'*IxtliJxochitl,  nut,  Chkh,  314.  On  another  page,  307,  he  names  Oma- 
catzin  and  four  other  caciques,  and  Chimalpam,  several  others,  Hist,  Oonq,, 
3&-7 ;  but  they  appear  nearly  all  to  be  sub-caciques.  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg 
calls  the  first  lord  Itzcahuatson. 

^He  had  served  the  Spaniards  during  the  late  uprising.  Cortis,  Cartaa, 
17S-9. 

*^ Bemal  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  123;  Clavigtro,  Storia  Mess,,  ill  174.    After 
taking  them  back  to  Chalco,  Sandoval  escorted  from  TlaacaU  some  Spaniards 
and  Don  Fernando,  the  new  ruler  of  Tezcuoo. 
Han.  Mbl.  Yol.  Z.   87 
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Mexico  with  peace  proposals  similar  to  those  trans* 
mitted  by  the  former  captors;   but  there  came  no 
reply.     The  secession  of  Chalco  was  a  blow  to  the 
Mexicans  even  more  severe  than  the  capture  of  Izta* 
palapan,  owing  to  the  bad  example  to  submissive  and 
wavering  provinces,  and  Quauhtemotzin  hastened  with 
allurements  and  threats  to  reimpress  upon  them  the 
necessity  for  remaining  true  to  the  empire.     These 
messages  were  also  sent  to  the  towns  round  Tezcuco; 
and  the  caciques  of  Coatlichan  and  Huexotla  came  to 
the  Spanish  camp  in  great  distress,  to  say  that  all 
Mexico  was  coming  upon  them.    They  were  doubtful 
whether  to  Hee  to  the  mountains  or  come  to  Tezcuco. 
They  were  reassured  and  promised  succor  when  re- 
quired;  meanwhile  they  must  entrench   themselves 
and  prepare  the  warriors.     The  Mexicans  did  little^ 
however,  beyond  making  raids  on  farms  and  stragglers 
from  two  towns,**  wherein  they  were  entrenched,  not 
far  from  Tezcuco.     This  attack  on  the  larder  of  the 
army  could  not  be  endured,  and  Cortds  went  forth 
on  two  occasions  to  secure  the  threatened  crops  for 
himself,  driving  off  a  force  of  marauders  who  had 
come  with  quite  a  fleet  in  the  expectation  of  a  fine 
harvest,  and  capturing  their  strongholds  on  the  lake.^ 
All   this   made   communication  with  Tlascala  in- 
secure, and  on  last  leaving  that  province  Sandoval 
had  strictly  forbidden  any  one  to  cross  to  Tezcuco 
without  a  permit.    It  so  happened  that  a  vessel  ar- 
rived at  Villa  Rica  with  over  thirty  soldiers,  besides 
the  crew,  eight  horses,  and  a  quantity  of  war  stores. 
Knowing  how  pleased  Cortds  would  be,  a  young  sol- 
dier broke  the  rules,  adventured  his  life,  and  carried 
the  tidings  to  the  general,  who  freely  forgave  the 
disobedience  of  orders.     This  young  cavalier  also  re- 

<s  Chinmlpain  names  Chimalhuaciui,  Chitlahuaca,  and  Chicoaloapan.  IlitL 
Cong.,  ii.  24. 

^  Some  of  the  raided  fields  were  Mexico  temple  properties.  One  Spaniard 
was  killed  and  twelve  wounded,  while  the  Mexicans  lost  over  a  dozen,  Desidus 
a  number  of  prisoners.  BemcU  DiaZj  Hist,  Verdad.,  122-3.  The  caciques  of. 
the  captured  strongholds  came  now  to  submit.  The  Aztecs  recaptured  them» 
and  had  a^in  to  be  driven  forth.  Cartis,  Cartas,  180-1;  Torgumada,  L  529. 
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ported  that  the  brigantines  were  completed  and  ready 
for  transport.  Since  siege  operations  could  not  begin 
until  the  brigantines  were  floated  on  Tezcuco  Lake,  no 
time  was  to  be  lost,  and  Sandoval  received  orders  to 
proceed  at  once  to  Tlascala  and  convoy  the  precious 
train.  In  going  he  must  pass  through  Zoltepec,  five 
leagues  distant,  near  the  eastern  border  of  Acolhua- 
can,  and  there  inflict  chastisement  for  the  murder  of 
the  Yuste  party  during  the  late  uprising. 

Sandoval  set  out  with  fifteen  horse  and  two  hun- 
dred foot.  On  the  way  a  house  was  passed  bearing 
upon  its  wall  the  touching  inscription,  *' Herein  the 
unhappy  Juan  Yuste  was  a  prisoner."  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Zoltepec,  henceforth  termed  *  pueblo  Morisco,* 
had  long  expected  this  descent,  and  no  sooner  did  the 
party  appear  in  sight  than  they  hastened  to  the  moun- 
tains. One  body  of  soldiers  entered  the  town  to  plun- 
der, and  found  among  other  things  relics  of  the  dress, 
arms,  and  accoutrements  of  their  slain  comrades  in 
one  of  the  temples.**  Another  body  pursued  the 
fugitives,  killing  a  few  and  capturing  a  large  number, 
chiefly  women,  who  were  enslaved.  Their  pleading  so 
moved  the  heart  of  Sandoval  that  he  issued  a  pardon 
to  those  who  had  escaped. 

Meanwhile  Martin  Lopez,  the  master  shipwright  in 
Tlascala,  had  arranged  for  the  transportation  of  the 
brigantines.  A  trial  launch  had  been  made  of  one  or 
two  above  a  dam  thrown  across  Zahuatl  River,*^  and 
this  proving  satisfactory  they  were  broken  up.  Upon 
the  shoulders  of  eight  thousand  carriers  were  now 
loaded  the  separate  pieces  of  timber  and  planks,  duly 
marked  and  numbered  for  fitting  them  together;  also 
the  spars,  cordage,  sails,  together  with  a  quantity  of 

**  'Dos  caraa  que  auian  desoUado. .  .qiiatro  cueros  de  cauallos  curtidos 

arachoe  yestidos  de  IO0  Eapafioles  q'  auift  muerto.'  Bemal  Diaz,  Hid.  Ver^ 
dad,,  124. 

'Herrera,  dec.  iii.  lib.  i.  cap.  v.,  intimates  that  all  were  launched,  as  do 
ChunatgOy  Frescott,  and  others,  bnt  Torquemada  observes  that  it  wonld  have 
been  needless  injnry  to  the  timbers  to  put  all  together.  Besides,  all  were- 
made  on  one  or  two  models,  the  different  pieces  being  shaped  in  exact  imita> 
tion  ot  those  for  the  models. 
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ammunition,  two  heavy  guns,  and  other  eflfects.^  Grayly 
they  bent  to  the  burden  wherein  lay  enginery  so  por- 
tentous for  the  destruction  of  the  hated  Aztecs.  The 
caravan  set  forth,  escorted  by  a  large  force  of  warriors, 
an5  halted  at  Hueyotlipan  to  await  the  Spanish  con- 
voy. After  a  time  the  Tlascaltecs  became  impatient, 
and  regardless  of  warnings  proceeded.  While  en- 
camped near  the  border  an  alarm  was  raised,  and 
tumultuously  the  warriors  rushed  to  arms  to  protect 
a  portion  at  least  of  the  train  which  had  cost  such 
labor  and  embodied  such  hopes.  The  next  moment  a 
cheer  was  heard.    It  was  Sandoval  and  his  men. 

With  this  new  protection  many  of  the  Tlascaltec 
escort  could  be  dismissed,  and  the  remaining  twenty 
thousand  were  redistributed,  the  rear  being  assigned 
to  the  leading  chief,  Chichimec£ptl,  and  the  flanks  to 
Axotecatl  and  Teotepil.*^ 

It  was  a  strange  sight  in  those  parts,  this  serpentine 
procession  as  it  wound  its  way  across  the  Tezcucan 
©order,  along  the  narrow  defiles  of  the  mountains,^ 
extending  two  miles  from  front  to  rear,  it  is  said,    A 

^'OjedA,  who  appeuTB  to  have  rendered  great  service  as  interpreter  and  in 
controlling  the  Tlascaltecs,  was  soon  after  rewarded  with  what  he  terms  a 

gtner&lship  over  all  the  auxiliaries  under  Cort^.  Herrera  makes  a  special 
ter  expedition  of  5000  Tlascaltecs  convey  the  gims  and  other  effects,  carried 
in  wooden  beds  by  relays  of  twenty  natives  for  each,  dec  iii.  lib.  i.  cap.  vi. 
^The  names  are  written  in  different  ways  by  different  authors.  The 
former  is  probably  identical  with  the  chief  of  Atlihnetzian,  who  afterward 
killed  his  two  sons  for  becoming  Cliristians,  says  Clavigero,  StoriOy  Mess.,  iii 
176.  Chimalpain  calls  them  brothers.  Ilwt.  Cong.,  ii.  26.  Camai^go,  followed 
by  Herrera,  assumes  that  the  original  native  force  was  180,000.  Gomara  and 
IxtlilxochiU  allow  20,000  to  have  been  retained,  besides  carriers ;  others  give 
each  of  the  chiefs  10,000  men,  whUe  Bemal  Diaz,  who  as  a  rale  seeks  to  ignore 
the  value  of  native  aid,  reduces  the  number  to  8000  warriors  and  2000  carriers. 
CMchimecatl  became  quite  indignant  at  finding  himself  removed  fn>m  the  van. 
He  was  a  lord  of  Tlasci^,  and  had  ever  been  accustomed  to  posts  of  honor  and 
danger.  *  For  this  very  reason,'  replied  Sandoval,  '  have  I  placed  you  in  the 
rear,  for  there  the  foe  will  be  most  likely  to  attack.'  Though  mollified  in  the 
main,  Chichimecatl  still  grumbled,  and  considered  his  army  sufiicient  to  guard 
the  rear  without  the  aid  of  the  Spanish  force  attached  to  his.  Sando'^  no 
doubt  took  the  van,  though  Bemal  Diaz  states  that  he  joined  the  rear,  ffisi. 
Verdad.,  124.  Cort^  impUes  that  the  change  was  owing  to  the  risk,  in  case 
at  attack,  to  have  in  the  van  the  cumbersome  timber  under  Chichimecatl's 
care.  Cartas,  184-5.  Chimalpain  supposes  that  the  chief  carried  his  points. 
ffist.  C(mq,,  ii  27. 

**  North  of  Telapon,  as  the  easiest  route,  is  the  supposition  of  Oroeoo  y 
Berra,  in  Notieias  Mex.,  256. 
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fleet  impelled  by  human  agencies  over  mountain  and 
plain,  through  forest  and  dale,  it  was  indeed  a  "cosa 
maravillosa, '  as  Cortes  expresses  it.  The  feat  of 
Vasco  Nunez  stood  repeated,  but  magnified  in  some 
respects,  in  the  number  of  the  vessels,  in  the  distance 
of  the  journey,  the  lurking  foe  being  ever  present, 
and  in  the  audacity  of  purpose,  the  subjugation  of 
the  proudest  metropolis  on  all  this  vast  continent. 
And  great  was  the  rejoicing  at  Tezcuco  as  the  caravan 
came  in  sight  on  the  fourth  day,  arrayed  in  gala  attire, 
with  brightly  gleaming  devices  and  ornaments,  and 
waving  plumage,  advancing  in  one  long  line  to  in- 
spiring music.  With  a  large  retinue,  also  in  gala 
dresSj  Cortes  went  forth  to  meet  them,  and  as  the 
procession  passed  into  the  city  the  Tlascaltecs  rolled 
forth  their  newly  acquired  Spanish  vivas:  "Viva  el 
Emperadorl"  "Viva  Mahnchel"  "Castilla!"  "Tlas- 
cala,  Tlascala,  Castillal"  The  march  past  occupied  six 
hours,  says  Cortes.  Ship-yards  were  prepared  for  the  * 
vessels  on  the  border  of  a  creek  or  irrigation  canal, 
which  had  been  deepened  and  widened  for  nearly  half 
a  league,  fortified  in  places  with  timber  and  masonry, 
and  provided  with  dams  and  locks.  This  labor  had 
occupied  eight  thousand  Tezcucans  fifty  days/^ 

^  'Hizieron  la  quatro  cientos  mil  hombres.'  Oomara,  Hist  Mex,,,  191. 
That  is,  8000  fresh  men  daily  for  50  days,  to  judge  by  the  figure.  Ixtlil- 
xochitl  fails  not  to  adopt  a  number  which  speaks  so  well  for  the  size  of  his 
province.  Hist,  Chich.,  907;  Hdaciones,  416.  'La  zanja  tenia  mas  de  doB 
estados  de  hondura  y  otros  tantos  de  anchura,  y  iba  toda  chapada  y  estacada.' 
CorUs,  Cartas,  206.  Bustamante  claims  to  have  seen  traces  of  it,  Sahaguny 
Hist.  Conq.,  66-7,  as  did  Lorenzana  in  his  time.  CorUs,  Hist.  N,  Esp.,  234. 
For  the  caulking  of  the  vessels  cotton  was  also  used,  and  for  want  of  grease, 
homan  fat  was  obtained  from  slain  enemies,  writes  Oomara.  Oidor  Zuazo  ■ 
was  assured  of  this  pagan  consecration  for  the  fleet.  This  has  been  denied 
by  others,  observes  Oviedo,  iii.  423-4 ;  but  there  is  nothins  improbable  in  a 
partial  use  thereof,  for  human  fat  had  been  frequently  used  in  other  cases,  as 
Cort^  admits.  Additional  timber  was  obtained  in  Tolantzinco,  says  Ixtlil* 
zochitL 
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TtAir  FOB  THB  Inybstmxnt  OF  MEXICO — Reoonkoitrino  Toub  rounb  thm 
Lake— GobtAb  ik  C!omhani>— Alvabado  Ain)  Oud  Aooompakt— Thbt 
Proceed  Nobthwabd  fbom  Tezcuco — Gaftube  of  Gmss  and  Stboko- 
HOLDS— Xaltocai^^Quauhtitlan,  Tenatocak,  AzcAFirzALco,  Tlacofak, 
ASJ}  back  to  Tezcuco — Chalco  Distttbbed — Peace  Pboposals  Sent 
TO  Mexico — Fubtheb  Reconnoissancb  of  the  Lake  Region — Maitt 
Battles  AND  ViCTOBiEs — Quaithnahuac  Caftubbd— Bubninoof  Xogh- 
nauco — Second  Retcbn  to  Tezcuco — Ck)N8FiBACT. 

The  arrival  at  Tezcuco  of  the  brigantines  recalled 
the  necessity  for  planning  the  investment  of  Mexico, 
and  this  involved  a  reconnoitring  tour  round  the  lake, 
for  which  the  Tlascaltecs  in  particular  were  importu- 
nate. Chichimecatl  pressed  this  measure  the  moment 
he  arrived  at  Tezcuco.  He  had  come  to  serve  the 
emperor,  to  join  the  Spaniards  in  avenging  their  fallen 
countrymen.  Cortes  expressed  appreciation  of  his 
zeal,  "but  rest  now,"  he  said,  "for  soon  you  shall 
have  your  hands  full."  A  few  days  later  the  general 
set  out  from  Tezcuco  with  twenty- five  horse,  three 
hundred  foot-soldiers,  twenty-five  archers  and  cross- 
bowmen,  and  over  thirty  thousand  allies,  chiefly  Tlas- 
caltecs, with  a  number  of  Tezcucans.  Among  the  war 
material  were  six  field-pieces.*  Alvarado  and  Olid 
accompanied  the  expedition,  and  also  a  number  of  the 
Tezcucan  leaders,  partly  as  hostages,  while  Sandoval 
remained  in  charge.     A  northward  course  was  taken, 

^Thifl  is  according  to  Cort^;  others  differ  slightly,  and  Ixtlilxochitl  in- 
the  Tezcucan  force  to  60,000.  Bor,  Crueldades,  13. 

(M2) 
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though  the  aim  and  destination  were  divulged  to  but 
a  few,  owing  to  the  distrust  still  entertained  of  the 
Tezcucans. 

On  the  Tecama  Plain,  four  miles  from  Tezcuco, 
a  hostile  force  approached,  probably  by  accident. 
After  routing  them  the  army  encamped.  The  fol- 
lowing day  they  proceeded  to  Xaltocan,*  a  prominent\ 


The  Valley  of  Mexico. 


'  From  toeail  and  xal,  spider  and  sand.  Chhnatpain,  Hist,  Cong,,  ii.  29.  The 
lake  in  which  it  lies  is  divided  about  the  centre  by  an  artificial  causeway 
about  one  league  lone,  running  from  east  to  west,  the  southern  water  being 
now  known  as  San  C^t6bal  Ecatepec,  from  the  town  of  that  name,  and  the 
northern  water  as  Xaltocan  or  TomanitU,  San  Cristobal  being  also  the  general 
term  for  both  waters. 
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town  situated  on  an  island  in  the  northern  end  of  the 
lake  bearing  that  name.  Once  the  capital  succes- 
sively of  a  Toltec,  Otomf ,  and  Chichimec  principalitj, 
it  had  succumbed  to  the  vicissitudes  of  political  revo- 
lution and  wars,  and  was  at  present  one  of  the  chief 
strongholds  belonging  to  the  tripartite  power  in  the 
valley.  It  was  approached  by  a  causeway  provided 
with  breastworks  and  drawbridges. 

The  intention  of  the  army  had  been  surmised,  so 
that  preparations  were  made  in  every  direction  to  re- 
sist an  entry,  and  the  water  swarmed  with  canoes.  In 
advancing  along  the  causeway  a  tempest  of  stones, 
arrows,  and  darts  came  upon  them  from  both  sides, 
while  hampered  on  a  narrow  road,  hemmed  in  by 
the  waters,  and  able  to  do  little  against  the  float- 
ing enemy,  who  were  comparatively  safe  behind  the 
bulwarks  fitted  to  their  canoes.  Advance  was  soon 
stopped  by  the  first  trench  in  the  causeway,  not  only 
wide  and  deep,  but  protected  on  the  farther  side  by 
strong  breastworks.  The  situation  was  embarrassing. 
Falling  back  a  little,  with  the  loss  of  one  man,  the 
guns  were  brought  forward  to  protect  the  allies  while 
filling  the  gap;  but  at  this  juncture  two  Tezcucans 
informed  Cort(5s  that  they  could  guide  him  across  by 
a  fordable  passage. 

The  oflfer  was  eagerly  accepted,  and  while  a  part  of 
the  forces  attracted  the  foe  to  the  causeway,  and  the 
horses  covered  the  rear,  Cortes  led  another  party  by 
the  ford.  The  water  reached  only  to  the  waist,  and 
though  the  enemy  hastened  forward,  resistance  was 
in  vain,  and  soon  the  town  was  reached,  and  all  who 
had  not  escaped  immediately  surrendered.  Good 
spoils  were  secured  of  fabrics  and  other  merchandise^ 
as  well  as  some  gold.  Since  the  canoe  fleet  might 
attempt  a  night  attack,  it  was  not  considered  safe  to 
camp  on  the  island,  and  as  the  army  withdrew  to  the 
plain  one  league  beyond,  a  part  of  the  town  was  fired^ 
in  further  warning.  Xaltocan  had  more  than  once 
before  risen  from  her  ashes,  but  these  were  the  flames 
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of  her  funeral  pyre.  She  never  assumed  importance 
again )  and  is  now  but  a  pretty  village. 

The  next  camp  was  formed  in  Quauhtitlan,  "a  large 
and  beautiful  city,"  as  Cortes  calls  it,  which  was  found 
deserted.  Thence  they  followed  the  route  which  had 
been  taken  after  that  night  of  ineffaceable  horrors,  when 
the  foe  seemed  to  fill  the  air  and  beat  their  faces  in  the 
blackness  like  the  birds  of  Avernus,  cutting  off  the 
stragglers  faint  with  wounds  and  hunger,  and  sending 
terror  to  the  hearts  of  the  bravest.  Now  they  came 
in  confident  strength,  yet  again  the  foe  hovered  round, 
though  only  at  a  distance,  along  the  safe  hill  slopes, 
while  from  the  summits  rose  pillars  of  smoke  to  pro- 
claim the  coming  of  the  avengers.  They  passed 
through  Tenayocan,  once  the  capital  of  the  Chichimec 
empire,  and  now  renowned  only  for  the  immense 
serpent  idols  in  its  temple,  from  which  the  Spaniards 
called  it  El  Pueblo  de  los  Sierpes.  Thence  to  Azca- 
puzalco,  the  former  proud  seat  of  the  Tepanec  kings.^ 

No  resistance  being  offered  at  any  of  these  towns, 
they  were  spared  the  brand,  whereat  the  disappointed 
Backers  felt  aggrieved.  As  the  army  neared  Tlaco- 
pan  a  large  opposing  body  appeared,  which  was  rein- 
forced by  warriors  from  the  towns  thereabout  and 
from  Mexico.  The  ground  being  level,  the  cavalry 
easily  broke  through  their  lines,  and  the  infantry  com- 
pleted the  rout,  pursuing  them  into  the  city.  After 
clearing  the  greater  number  of  streets  from  foes,  camp 
was  formed  in  the  palace. 

There  was  hardly  any  evidence  of  the  late  ravages 
to  which  Mexico  and  its  approaches  had  been  exposed 
during  Spanish  occupation,  and  Cortds  saw  that  it 
would  be  no  easy  matter  to  besiege  such  a  stronghold, 
or  series  of  strongholds,  as  the  massive  buildings  may 
be  termed,  held  as  they  were  by  so  obstinate  a  people 
as  the  Aztecs,  with  whom  any  trifling  or  imaginary 
success  seemed  to  efface  the  effect  of  continual  defeats. 

The  prospect  was  not  encouraging,  and  as  he  looked 

*See  Native  Bace$,  ii.  v. 
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at  the  causeway  full  of  those  pitfalls  which  had  de- 
feated his  high  purposes,  gloomy  thoughts  filled  his 
breast.  "Why  so  sad,  your  worship?"  broke  in  a 
cavalier.*  "Yours  was  not  the  fault,  and  never  will 
you  be  compared  with  heartless  Nero."  "I  am  not 
thinking  of  that  sorrow  alone,"  said  Cortes,  "but  of 
the  struggles  yet  required  to  achieve  the  mastery. 
Still  with  God's  approval  we  will  soon  attempt  it."' 

In  the  morning  hostile  forces  again  appeared,  only 
to  be  driven  back,  whereupon  the  allies  dispersed  to 
sack  and  fire,  with  the  determination  to  avenge  the 
attack  made  upon  them  during  the  flight  from 
Mexico.  "And  in  this  they  used  such  diligence," 
writes  Cortds,  "that  even  our  quarters  were  endan- 
gered." The  general  was  nothing  loath  to  see  the 
flames,  for  it  suited  his  plans  not  only  to  chastise  the 

{)eople,  but  to  render  the  place  less  strong  in  view  of 
ater  operation;  furthermore,  it  was  no  easy  matter  to 
restrain  the  Tlascaltecs.  Next  day  the  enemy  came 
again  in  force,  but  this  time  they  waited  not  to  be 
routed.  They  retired  steadily  to  and  along  the  cause- 
way to  Mexico,  drawing  the  Spaniards  after  them.  It 
was  the  very  spot  where  they  had  suffered  so  severely 
the  year  before.  Cortds  had  led  the  cavalry  far  along 
the  causeway  and  across  one  bridge,  when  the  Mexi- 
cans with  inspiring  shouts  and  doubled  force  came 
rolling  back  on  front  and  flank,  from  houses  and 
lanes,  thrusting  with  pikes  and  striking  with  swords, 

'Bachiller  Alonso  Perez,  afterward  fiscal  of  Mexico.  Bemal  Diaz,  HitL 
Verdad.,  135. 

^  This  incident  was  commemorated  by  some  poetic  follower  in  a  baUad 
'which  became  a  favorite  with  the  conquerors: 

En  Tacoba  estl  Cortdfl, 
Con  BU  osquadron  eBfor^ado, 
Triflte  esUua,  y  muy  pcnooo^ 
TriBte,  7  oon  gran  caidaclo, 
La  Tna  numo  en  la  moxilla, 
Y  la  otra  en  el  oostado. 

Which  may  be  translated  literally : 

In  Tacaba  stands  Goxt6t, 

With  hto  troopen  strong  and  braTe: 

8ad  he  was  and  deeply  grave; 

Sad,  and  heavily  oppressed. 

With  one  hand  his  cheek  he  praased; 

Against  his  side,  the  other. 
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the  roofs  meanwhile  swarming  with  slingers.  Cortds 
quickly  sounded  retreat,  and  the  troops  retired,  but 
the  onslaught  had  been  tremendous,  and  it  required 
no  small  effort  to  stay  themselves.  Almost  every  one 
vrna  wounded,  it  is  said,  and  several  fatally.  In  cross- 
ing the  bridge  Alf^rez  Juan  Volante  was  knocked 
into  the  water.  Several  canoe-men  seized  him,  but 
he  was  a  powerful  fellow,  and  with  the  strength  of 
desperation  he  shook  them  off  and  sprang  back  to  his 
comrades  with  his  banner.  Cortes  made  repeated 
charges  with  the  horses  to  relieve  the  pressed  foot- 
soldiers,  till  open  ground  was  gained  and  the  danger 
past.* 

On  the  following  days  the  Mexicans  sought  to  re- 
peat their  manoeuvres,  but  Cortds  was  more  prudent, 
and  covered  his  rear  carefully  as  he  advanced.  Ob- 
serving this,  the  Mexicans  tauntingly  called  out: 
"Enter,  O  brave  ones,  and  fight  I  for  to-day  you  will 
be  masters  of  Mexico.  Enter  to  feast,  all  is  pre- 
pared!" And  affain:  "You  shall  find  no  Montezuma 
now  to  do  your  bidding.  Begone,  therefore,  to  your 
own  r*  Others  confined  themselves  to  insults  directed 
against  the  Tlascaltecs.  "  Rogues,"  they  cried,  "never 
would  you  thus  dare  to  approach  us  but  for  the  Chris- 
tians, whose  concubines  you  are.  But  wait  awhile; 
we  shall  eat  you  both  with  chile,  for  you  are  not  fit 
to  be  slaves!"  The  Tlascaltecs  were  not  slow  to 
answer:  "Always  have  you  fled  before  us  like  treach- 
erous cowards.  We  are  the  men,  you  the  women. 
Never  have  you  entered  our  territory  as  we  yours. 
The  Castilians  are  not  men  but  gods,  one  of  whom 
sufiSces  to  rout  a  thousand  such  as  you!"  This  verbal 
skirmish  led  in  several  cases  to  challenges,  the  princi- 
pals being  accorded  a  free  field  wherein  to  settle  their 
disputes;  and  since  they  were  generally  men  selected 

*So  rniis  Bernal  Diaz'  account,  which  appears  a  little  exaggerated,  for 
recentiv  Cort^  had  shown  the  greatest  caution,  and  would  hardly  have  allowed 
himself  to  be  so  readily  trapped  on  so  memorable  a  spot.  Iligt.  Verdad,,  126. 
Cort6i  states  that  not  a  Spaniard  was  lost,  though  several  Mexicans  felL 
Cartas,  187. 
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from  both  sides  for  their  bravery,  skill,  and  strength, 
the  struggles  were  eagerly  watched. 

On  one  occasion  a  solitary  warrior  of  great  stature 
stepped  from  a  canoe  to  the  causeway,  armed  with 
sword  and  shield,  and  challenged  any  Spaniard  to 
combat,  for  he  desired  to  appease  the  gods  with  blood. 
The  soldiers  gaped  in  astonishment  at  this  rashness. 
"What,  you  hesitate,  you  cowards  1"  he  cried.  The 
next  instant  a  soldier  named  Gonzalo  Hernandez 
rushed  upon  him  with  sword  and  shield,  whereupon 
he  leaped  into  the  water,  pursued  by  the  soldier,  who 
sought  to  despatch  him.  A  number  of  canoes  stole 
up,  however,  and  Hernandez  was  seized  by  the  war- 
riors. His  comrades  irished  to  the  rescue,  and  so 
beset  the  canoes  as  to  kill  a  chief  and  bring  their 
champion  ashore.'  During  one  of  the  saUies  Cort& 
reached  the  breach  in  the  causeway  where  his  men 
had  suffered  so  severely  during  the  Sorrowful  Night. 
The  bridge  was  down,  and  he  appealed  to  the  warriors 
on  the  other  side:  "Why  so  foolishly  court  destruc- 
tion? If  there  is  a  leader  among  you,  let  him  appear, 
so  that  I  may  speak."  "  Speak,"  was  the  response, 
''we  are  all  leaders  here;  leaders  who  shall  make  a 
banquet  of  thee  and  thine  I" 

Six  days  had  been  spent  at  Tlacopan,  and  since 
nothing  could  be  achieved,  not  even  an  interview  with 
Quauhtemotzin,  for  which  Cortds  ardently  longed,  he 
turned  homeward.  This  abandonment  of  what  the 
Mexicans  had  probably  regarded  as  the  beginning  of 
the  siege  created  no  small  exultation  among  them, 
and  eagerly  they  pursued  the  retreating  army,  though 
repelled  now  and  then  with  some  punishment  by  the 
cavalry.  The  following  day  the  pursuing  forces  had 
swelled  to  larger  proportions,  and  were  more  daring 
than  ever.  Cortes  accordingly  ordered  the  infantry 
to  advance,  while  he,  with  twenty  horses,  divided  into 
several  parties  and  formed  an  ambuscade.    No  sooner 

"'Herrera,  dec.  iiL  lib.  L  cap.  m. 
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had  the  unsuspecting  Mexicans  reached  the  spot  than 
the  cavaby  charged  into  their  .midst  with  thundering 
war  cries.  The  surprise,  no  less  than  the  execution, 
caused  a  panic,  and  the  infantry  hastened  back  to  join 
in  the  usual  chastisement.     Molestation  ceased. 

From  Quauhtitlan  the  army  proceeded  by  way  of 
Acolnian  to  Tezcucc.  The  presence  of  so  large  a 
body  of  allies  being  considered  for  the  moment  un- 
necessary, the  greater  number,  elated  with  success  and 
laden  with  spou,  were  dismissed  to  their  homes,  there 
to  prepare  for  the  gathering  to  follow  the  completion 
of  the  brigantines.® 

The  withdrawal  from  Tlacopan  encouraged  the 
Mexicans  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  Chalco  and  to 
inflict  chastisement  for  its  secession.  The  place  was 
indeed  most  important  to  Mexico,  since  from  its  fertile 
plains  came  the  largest  supphes,  now  more  than  ever 
required.  The  threat  had  been  held  over  the  Chalcans 
ever  since  their  submission  to  Cortds,  and  the  two 
young  lords  had  hardly  returned  from  Tezcuco  before 
they  sent  messengers  to  implore  aid.  This  occurred 
while  Sandoval  was  preparing  to  leave  for  Tlascala  to 
convey  the  brigantines,  and  no  further  troops  could 
therefore  be  detached  without  great  risk,  so  that  the 
Chalcans  were  told  to  wait.  As  the  messengers  were 
leaving  with  this  cold  comfort  envoys  arrived  from 
Huexotzinco  and  QuauhquechoUan.  They  had  seen 
the  signal  pillars  of  smoke  of  the  hostile  allies,  and 
had  come  to  ask  if  they  could  be  of  service.  The  pro- 
posals came  most  opportunely. 

The  Huexotzincas  and  QuauhquechoUans  had  long 
entertained  a  hatred  of  the  Chalcans,  as  natives  of  an 

^Th(^  begged  permission  to  return  home,  says  Chimalpain,  Hist.  Conq., 
L  31.  Hlerrera  relates  that  the  efforts  of  Ojeda,  by  Cortds'  order,  to  take  from 
the  Tlascaltecs  the  gold  part  of  their  booty  so  offended  them  that  they  begui 
to  desert.  The  extortion  was  accordingly  stopped,  dec.  iii.  lib.  i.  cap.  yii. 
Clavigero  doubts  the  story.  Prescott  regards  the  departure  of  the  allies  as 
distasteful  to  Cortes;  but  we  have  seen  that  he  did  not  care  at  present  to  en- 
cumber himself  with  too  many  unruly  auxiliaries  to  prey  upon  the  peaceful 
provinces.  The  Tlascaltecs  would  willingly  have  remained  to  share  m  raid- 
ing expeditions. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


•  5G0  PREUMINARY  CAMPAIGNS. 

Aztec  province  against  whose  forces  they  had  often 
been  arrayed,  but  Cortes  represented  the  true  state 
of  affairs  and  convinced  the  respective  envoys  of  the 
important  service  they  could  render  themselves  and 
their  new  sovereign,  to  whom  all  owed  allegiance,  by 
forgetting  occurrences  for  which  their  oppressors  were 
to  blame,  and  to  combine  for  mutual  aid.  His  argu- 
ments were  convincing,  and  both  Huexotzinco  and 
QuauhquechoUan  promised  immediately  to  support  the 
Chalcans  with  a  large  force. 

The  Aztecs  do  not  appear  to  have  gone  much  be- 
yond threats  until  after  the  Spanish  retirement  from 
Tlacopan,  but  two  days  after  their  return  to  Tezcuco- 
Chalcan  messengers  appeared  with  such  supplications 
that  Sandoval  was  despatched  to  their  aid  with  twenty 
horse,  three  hundred  infantry,  and  a  force  of  allies,*' 
largely  reinforced  at  Chalco  by  Huexotzincas,  Quauh- 
quechoUans,  and  Chalcans.  On  arriving  before  Chimal- 
huacan,*®  he  found  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  battle  array 
in  three  large  divisions.  A  rush  at  the  invaders  wa& 
made.  The  cavalry  met  them,  breaking  their  ranks 
and  throwing  them  into  confusion.  Retiring  to  more 
broken  ground,  where  they  were  comparatively  safe 
from  the  horses,  they  rallied  to  face  the  infantry,  but 
the  well  directed  volleys  of  fire-arms  and  cross-bows 
proved  another  surprise,  which  prepared  the  way  for 
an  effective  charge  from  swordsmen  and  lancers.  Now 
the  retreat  assumed  more  the  form  of  a  flight,  the 
Spaniards  pursuing  eagerly.  During  this  operation 
Gonzalo  Dominguez  was  thrown  from  his  horse,  which 
fell  upon  him,  inflicting  such  injuries  that  he  died  with- 
in a  few  days.  In  him  the  army  lost  one  of  its  most 
dashing  horsemen,  and  the  equal  of  any  in  daring. 

The  troops  then  retired  to  the  town  for  the  night. 
Next  day  they  marched  to  Huastepec,  the  objective 
point  of  the  expedition,  where  fifteen  thousand  Mex- 

*  Including  8000  Tezcucans  under  Chichinanatzin.  IxtlUxochUl,  ffor,  Cntd" 
dades,  15.    On  March  12th,  says  Vetancurt,  Teatro  Mex,,  pt.  ilL  154. 

^^Also  known  as  riiiifinaHinA/HiTi-nhn^iArt^  to  distingaish  it  from  niimalhniy^*^ 
on  Tezcuco  Lake. 
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leans,  composed  partly  of  the  defeated  forces,  attacked 
them  with  such  energy  that  five  horses  and  a  number 
of  soldiers  were  wounded.  The  Spaniards  soon  routed 
them,  and  chased  the  fleeing  through  the  town,  a 
number  taking  refuge  in  a  stronghold.  While  a 
portion  of  the  troops,  together  with  the  Tlascaltecs, 
dispersed  in  quest  of  the  rich  spoil,  and  the  cavalry 
were  tending  their  horses,  the  fugitive  garrison  stole 
back  to  the  town  and  fought  their  way  to  the  strong- 
hold near  the  square,  where  they  took  a  stand  behind 
some  breastworks.  Their  position  was  not  long  main- 
tained, however,  after  the  troops  had  collected  for 
the  assault.  The  entire  force  of  Mexicans  was  then 
driven  for  over  a  league,  with  considerable  slaughter. 
The  army  now  took  up  their  quarters  for  two  days  in 
the  palace.  A  peaceful  summons  was  sent  to  the  lord 
of  the  place,  without  meeting  any  response;  another 
to  Yacapichtla  brought  an  insulting  answer.  The 
insolence  was  due  to  the  confidence  of  the  garrison 
in  its  strength,  situated  as  it  was  on  an  almost  inac- 
cessible height."  The  Chalcans  implored  Sandoval  to 
capture  the  place  and  drive  forth  the  occupants,  who 
would  otherwise  not  fail  to  descend  with  fire  and 
sword  on  their  land.  The  proposition  was  by  no 
means  agreeable  after  so  arduous  a  march  and  with 
so  many  wounded,  including  himself;  but  Sandoval 
never  shrank  from  what  he  regarded  duty,  and 
soon  he  appeared  before  the  fort  to  repeat  his  de- 
mands, only  to  hear  taunts  and  jeers.  The  ascent  was 
steep,  with  few  points  affording  cover,  and  when  the 
Chalcans  were  urged  to  begin  the  attack  for  which 
they  had  pleaded  they  objected  unless  the  Teules 
accompanied  them.  Sandoval  unhesitatingly  placed 
some  horsemen  to  guard  the  rear,  and  dismounting 
with  Tdpia  the  two  took  their  shields  and  swords  and 
led  the  way,  followed  by  a  number  of  soldiers. 

The  garrison  lustily  plied  their  stones  and  darts,  and 
despite  the  protecting  shields  several  were  wounded, 

u  Lorenzana  infipected  the  positioii  in  later  times.  CorUs,  Hist.  N,  Esp,,  214. 
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among  them  Tdpia  and  Osma,  while  others  were 
overthrown  by  the  concussion  and  came  tumbUng 
down.  With  cheering  Santiagos  the  soldiers  urged 
one  another  onward  until  even  the  Chalcans  joined 
the  assault.  The  first  Spaniard  had  hardly  reached 
the  simimit  before  the  occupants  attempted  flight, 
only  to  bring  death  upon  them  the  quicker.  Many 
were  chased  over  the  cuflT,  to  fall  into  equally  relentless 
hands  below;  others  in  their  fear  and  despair  cast 
themselves  headlong  from  the  height.  So  freely 
flowed  blood,  the  soldiers  say,  that  the  creek  at  the 
foot  of  the  fortress  was  stained  sanguine,  and  so  re- 
mained for  an  hour,  repeUing  in  horror  the  victors  who 
approached  it  to  quench  their  thirst."  The  Chalcans 
being  now  content,  Sandoval  returned  to  Tezcuco  with 
considerable  spoils  and  a  number  of  pretty  slaves. 

Informed  of  the  victorious  advance  of  the  Spaniards, 
Emperor  Quauhtemotzin  hastened  to  send  reinforce- 
ments to  his  garrisons,  and  hardly  had  Sandoval 
tendered  a  report  to  his  general  before  the  alarmed 
Chalcans  sent  messengers  stating  that  a  fleet  of  two 
thousand  large  canoes  with  numerous  warriors  were 
descending  upon  them.  Believing  that  Sandoval  must 
have  been  too  hasty  or  negligent,  Cortds  without 
deigning  to  listen  to  excuses  ordered  him  to  return 
immediately.  Meanwhile  the  Chalcans,  encouraged 
by  the  allies,  had  faced  the  invaders  bravely  and 
routed  them  in  a  fierce  battle,  kilHng  quite  a  number 
and  capturing  over  twoscore  warriors,  among  them 
the   general  and   several   chiefs."     When   Sandoval 

"*Qne  todos  los  qne  alii  se  hallaron  afirman.'  CorUs,  Cariaa,  190.  The 
general  lauds  the  achievement  with  rare  fervor  for  him.  Bemal  Diaz  sneers 
at  the  river  of  blood  story ;  bat  then  he  was  not  present  to  share  the  glory. 
The  Roman  Mario  was  less  dainty  than  these  Spaniards  tinder  a  similar  cir- 
cumstance, commemorated  by  Plutarch ;  or  as  Moro  more  prosaically  puts  it: 
*Ut  victor  Romanus  de  cruento  flumine  non  plus  aqus  biberit  quam  MMigniniw 
barbaromm.'  Epitome^  lib.  iii.  ciip.  iii. 

"  Fifteen,  says  Bemal  Diaz.  Chimalpain,  the  Chalcan  narrator,  states  that 
his  tribe  lost  350  men,  but  killed  1500  foes,  capturing  the  captain-general, 
Chimalpopocatzin,  a  relative  of  the  emperor,  who  now  became  a  captain  among 
the  Tezcucans,  and  was  killed  daring  the  siege,  ffist,  Ccnq.,  ii.  34.  Some  <3 
these  facts  are  evidentl^r  not  very  reliable.  He  alao  assumes  that  Sandoval 
lost  eight  soldiers  on  again  returning  to  Tezcuoo, 
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came  up  the  fight  was  over,  and  the  proud  victors 
surrendered  their  captives,  who  were  sent  to  Tezcuco, 
the  Spaniards  following  as  soon  as  the  danger  appeared 
to  be  over. 

Aggrieved  at  the  brusqueness  of  his  commander, 
Sandoval  sent  in  his  report  without  presenting  him- 
self; but  Cortes  had  by  this  time  recognized  thei 
injustice  of  his  treatment,  and  actuated  by  poUcy 
no  less  than  by  affection,  he  summoned  his  captain 
and  frankly  avowed  his  haste,  thus  strengthening  the 
friendship  which  ever  after  bound  them.  The  vic- 
tories in  Chalco  left  secure  the  entire  region  between 
Villa  Rica  and  the  Spanish  lines,  and  communication 
was  henceforth  regularly  maintained,  permitting  fresh 
supplies  and  war  material  to  be  brought  from  a  vessel 
which  had  recently  reached  the  coast.  A  great  event 
was  the  arrival  of  three  vessels  with  two  hundred 
Spaniards,  eighty  horses,  and  a  full  complement  of 
arms,  ammunition,  and  other  effects,  partly  bought  and 
partly  enlisted  by  the  agents  whom  Cortes  had  de- 

rtched  to  the  Islands  during  the  previous  autumn. 
long  the  new-comers  were  Julian  de  Alderete  of 
Tordesillas,  appointed  royal  treasurer  for  New  Spain, 
and  the  Franciscan  Pedro  Melgarejo  de  Urrea  of 
Seville,  bearing  a  supply  of  papal  indulgences  for  the 
men  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  crusade.  That 
the  soldiers  were  conscious  of  frequent  transgressions 
may  be  judged  from  the  suggestive  and  not  wholly 
reverential  observation  of  Bemal  Diaz,  that  "after 
patching  their  defects  the  friar  returned  to  Spain 
within  a  few  months,  a  rich  man."" 

Cortds  was  cheered  by  offers  of  submission  and 
alliance,  owing  partly  to  the  good  oflSices  of  Tezcucans 
and  other  alhes.  Some  came  from  places  quite  dis- 
tant, such  as  Nautla  and  Tuzapan,  on  the  coast  north 

"The  'oomiflBario'  or  clerk  in  charae  of  the  hulls  waa  GenSmino  Lopez, 
afterward  secretary  at  Mexico.  BemcUDiaz,  Hist,  Verdad.,  129.  This  author 
names  aeveral  of  the  acrivalB,  some  of  whom  became  captains  of  vessels.  A 
number  also  arrived  during  the  following  week,  he  addi,  notably  in  Juan  de 
Blii^goa'  vessel,  which  brought  much  matmal. 
Bun.  Max.,  Yol.  L    88 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


M4  PRELDflNAET  CAMPAIGK& 

of  Villa  Kica,  laden  as  usual  with  presents."  Another 
pleasing  evidence  of  still  more  devoted  loyalty  came 
not  long  after  from  the  south,  from  the  country  of 
the  valiant  Chinantecs,  of  the  long  pikes.  During 
the  great  uprising,  when  Spaniards  in  small  or  strag- 
gling parties  had  everywhere  been  slaughtered,  this 
people  faithfully  protected  the  two  soldiers  who  hap- 
pened to  be  with  them,  and  were  in  return  aided  by 
their  prowess  and  advice  to  achieve  victories  over  ad- 
joining tribes.  One  of  these  men.  Captain  Hernando 
de  Barrientos,  sent  two  natives  in  April  with  a  letter 
to  his  countrymen  imparting  the  assurance  that  Chi- 
nantla  and  its  six  sub-towns  were  loyal." 

The  recent  successes  and  the  arrival  of  the  two 
hundred  men  induced  Cortes  once  more  to  propose 
peace  to  Quauhtemotzin.  To  this  end,  during  passion 
week,  he  bade  some  of  the  captured  nobles  proceed  to 
Mexico  with  a  letter  as  a  symbol  of  their  commission, 
and  impress  upon  their  master  the  superiority  in  arms 
and  skill  of  the  Spanish  forces,  their  constant  and 
large  reinforcements,  and  their  unvarying  success  in 
the  field.  They  must  point  out  the  generous  and  hu- 
mane treatment  of  the  provinces  which  had  submitted, 
and  assure  the  Aztec  leaders  that  equal  forgiveness 
would  be  accorded  them.  Refusal  to  return  to  their 
allegiance  would  lead  to  the  destruction  of  themselves 
and  their  city.  Only  two  of  the  captives  ventured  to 
accept  the  commission,  for  according  to  Aztec  articles 
of  war  any  noble  who  returned  to  his  country  after 
having  been  captured  by  an  enemy  was  doomed  to 
decapitation  imless  he  had  performed  some  extraordi- 
nary deed.^^ 

No  answer  came  from  Mexico,  and  it  was  afterward 

^^  Gomara  mentions  also  Maxcaltzinoo  aa  a  distant  place.  Ifitt.  Mex,,  186. 

^*The  chiefs  were  awaiting  orders  to  appear  before  Gort^.  The  general 
told  them  to  wait  till  tranqoiUity  was  more  rally  restored.  The  name  of  the 
other  soldier  was  NicoUs.  Cwi/is^  Cartas,  203-^.  Herrera  assumes  that  Bar 
rientos  arrived  in  camp  during  the  late  Tepeaca  campaign,  dec.  iL  lib.  x.  cap. 
xvii. 

"Of  the  rank  and  file  none  suffered  penalty  on  returning,  for  captivity 
was  regarded  as  disgraceful  only  to  a  noble.  NoHvt  Rtteet,  ii.  410. 
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learned  that  the  messengers  had  sujQPered  death.  The 
Aztec  ruler  had  not  even  given  a  thought  to  peace. 
He  was  watching  his  opponents,  prepared  to  take 
advantage  of  any  neglect  or  relaxation  in  their  effort. 
No  sooner  had  Sandoval  been  induced  by  peaceful 
appearances  to  retire  from  Chalco  than  Aztec  forces 
again  prepared  to  invade  the  province.  The  Chalcans 
had  due  warning,  and  close  upqp  the  heels  of  Sando- 
val came  two  messengers  lamenting  louder  than  ever, 
and  exhibiting  a  painting  wherein  were  named  the 
many  towns  whose  forces  were  coming  upon  them, 
fully  fifty  thousand  strong.  These  constant  menaces 
and  movements  were  exasperating,  and  Cortes  resolved 
personally  to  inflict  a  lesson  which  might  be  lasting. 
At  the  same  time  he  proposed  to  complete  his  recon- 
noissance  of  the  lake  region  and  encourage  his  troops 
with  spoils  from  hostile  localities  whereon  the  Aztecs 
yet  relied  for  support." 

Cortds  selected  thirty  horse,  three  hundred  infantry, 
a  number  of  Tlascaltecs,  and  over  twenty  thousand 
Tezcucans,  imder  Prince  Ixtlilxochitl,  to  which  twice 
that  number  of  other  allies  were  added  on  the  way. 
A  large  proportion  of  archers  and  aquebusiers  were 
taken,  t(^ether  with  Alvarado,  OUd,  Alderete,  Mel- 
garejo,  and  others,  while  Sandoval  was  left  in  charge 
of  Tezcuco,  with  instructions  to  watch  and  promote  the 
completion  of  the  brigantines  against  which  several 
incendiary  attempts  had  been  made. 

The  expedition  left  Friday,  the  5th  of  April,  and 
passed  through  Chalco,  Tlalmanalco,  and  Chimalhua- 
can,"  and  crossing  in  a  south-westerly  direction  into 
the  Totolapan  province,  they  entered  the  hills  which 
form  the  southern  border  of  the  Mexican  valley. 
By  this   time  the  forces  had  assumed  proportions 

"  Bemal  Diaz  states  that  the  soldiers  were  tired  of  these  repeated  calls^ 
many  being  also  on  the  sick-list,  but  Gort^  had  now  a  lai^e  fresh  force  onl^ 
too  eager  for  a  fray  attended  with  spoliation. 

>*  According  to  a  native  paintinpr  the  army  entered  here  April  5th,  which. 
is  a  day  or  two  too  eaily,  and  received  a  reenforcement  of  20,000.  See  copy 
ia  Osrbajal  Espinooa^  J9M.  Mex.,  u.  523. 
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hardly  inferior  to  those  of  the  Iztocan  campaign, 
when  over  one  hundred  thousand  moved  against  the 
foe.  Highly  picturesque  was  the  spectacle  of  this 
army,  its  naked  hordes  of  warriors  reUeved  by  plumage 
and  glittering  iztli  points  which  rose  above  the  broad 
line  of  gaudy  shields;  its  white  adventurers  in  mail  of 
cotton  and  metal,  surmounted  by  bright  helmets,  and 
armed  knights  on  proudly  stepping  steeds :  picturesque 
in  particular  as  it  wound  in  almost  endless  line  along 
the  rounded  slopes  of  the  cliflfe,  or  climbed  in  clearly 
defined  file  across  the  hill-tops,  onlv  to  descend  again 
into  gulches  gloomy  as  their  own  smister  purpose. 

Alarmed  by  the  mvasion,  the  inhabitants  had  aban- 
doned their  valley  homes,  and  had  sought  refuge  on 
the  summits,  whence  they  hurled  missiles  at  the  passing 
lines.  Little  attention  was  paid  these  irregular  bands, 
composed  as  they  were  to  a  great  extent  of  women 
and  children.  On  entering  the  Tlayacapan  Valley, 
however,  and  observing  on  the  craggy  sides  of  an 
almost  perpendicular  isolated  rock,  perched  there  Uke 
an  eagle's  nest,  a  place  of  refuge  peopled  with  more 
pretentious  opposers,  in  a  fit  of  insensate  folly  Cortes 
ordered  the  place  to  be  assailed.  He  seemed  to  think 
the  honor  of  the  army  demanded  it,  and  was  ready  to 
stake  the  lives  of  valuable  men  on  its  destiriction. 

Orders  were  given  to  attack  from  three  several 
sides,  the  steepest  being  assigned  to  Alf(^rez  Corral, 
a  brave  and  spirited  leader.  V  erdu^o  and  Villafuerte 
were  given  another  side,  and  Ircio  and  Monjaraz 
the  third.  Each  party  con'iisted  of  about  three- 
score men^  and  included  archers  and  arquebusiers. 
At  a  given  signal  all  rushed  forward  to  the  ascent. 
Soon  they  were  on  hands  and  knees,  crawling  over 
projections  and  pulling  themselves  up  by  means  of 
shrubs.  All  the  while  stones  and  darts  rattled  on 
helmet  and  breastplate;  and  huge  rocks  came  rolling 
down  upon  them.  In  vain  they  sought  shelter  in 
crevices  and  under  crags;  they  must  face  the  storm. 
Bemal    Diaz  followed   Corral,   and  after  receiving 
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many  a  hard  knock  they  gained  what  was  called  two 
turns  of  the  rock.  There  they  paused  and  looked 
around,  wondering  at  their  success  thus  far.  Sup- 
porting himself  against  a  small  tree,  his  face  bathed 
m  blood,  his  banner  rent,  Corral  said,  "Senor  Diaz, 
it  is  useless  to  advance  farther ;  not  a  man  will  sur- 
vive." Then  they  shouted  a  warning  to  Pedro  Barba, 
at  the  head  of  his  archers,  not  to  climb  farther. 
"The  order  is  to  advance!"  was  the  reply.  The  next 
moment  Barba  was  wounded  by  a  stone,  and  a  soldier 
at  his  side  was  killed.  Cortds  then  sounded  the 
recall,  but  not  until  eight  brave  men  had  laid  dowu 
their  lives,  victims  oi  their  commander's  puerility, 
and  of  the  rest  most  of  them  returned  wounded.** 

The  recall  was  likewise  prompted  by  the  approach 
of  a  considerable  force  in  the  valley.  This  the  cavalry 
charged  and  quickly  routed,  following  in  close  pursuit, 
though  the  broken  ground  soon  enabled  the  fugitives 
to  gain  shelter.  During  this  ride  some  of  the  horsemen 
came,  a  league  beyond,  to  another  hill  fortress,  strong 
in  its  natural  features,  and  held  by  a  large  force.  Near 
by  were  some  springs.  The  need  of  water  was  press- 
ing, which  afforded  a  plausible  excuse  for  abandoning 
the  scaling  of  Tlayacapan,  and  the  whole  force  was 
moved  to  the  springs.  Early  next  morning  Cortds 
examined  the  approaches  to  the  new  stronghold.  It 
extended  over  three  hills,  the  central  one  exceedingly 
steep  and  held  by  the  largest  force;  the  others  easier 
of  ascent,  though  higher,  and  occupied  by  smaller 
numbers.  In  reconnoitring,  Cortds  advanced  toward 
the  centre.  This  movement  led  the  occupants  of  the 
other  hills  to  infer  an  attack  on  the  central  height, 
and  they  began  to  abandon  their  positions  with  ar  view 
to  reenforce  the  threatened  point.  'Observing  this, 
Cortes  ordered  Barba  to  occupy  the  most  command- 
ing elevation  with  some  fifty  arquebusiers  and  archers, 

^Bo  says  Bernal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdcui.,  190,  who  names  four.  GorMa. 
aUows  only  two  killed  and  twenty  wounded;  how  many  £atally  bo,  he  care- 
fully omits  to  mention.  Cart(u»  194. 
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while  he  himself  continued  to  scale  the  centre  as  a 
feint,  for  there  was  little  hope  of  capturin^^  a  point  so 
steep  and  strongly  held.  The  stones  and  darts  rained 
here  as  preyiously,  and  man  after  man  was  strack 
down,  some  bleeding  freely  from  the  wounds  stb- 
tained.^ 

Meanwhile  Barba's  sharp-shooters  had  made  so 
efiective  a  use  of  their  weapons  that  within  half  an 
hour  the  volleys  from  the  fortress  ceased,  and  the 
women  began  to  wave  their  robes  in  token  of  truce, 
shouting  their  submission.  Cortds  graciously  met  the 
advances,  and  extended  full  pardon.  He  also  prevailed 
on  the  chiefs  to  induce  the  Tlayacapans  to  submit. 
On  the  extensive  surface  of  the  rock  were  collected 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighborhood,  with  their 
effects,  which  Cortes  ordered  not  to  be  touched." 

The  army  remained  encamped  for  two  days  to  re- 
fresh themselves  after  their  arduous  march,  and  after 
sending  the  wounded  to  Tezcuco,  Cort<5s  proceeded 
to  Huastepec.  The  report  of  the  clemency  extended 
to  preceding  settlements  had  a  reassuring  effect  on  this 
town,  whose  cacique  came  forth  to  welcome  them,  and 
tender  his  palace  for  their  entertainment.  This  was 
situated  in  a  garden,  celebrated  throughout  New  Spain 
for  its  beauty  and  extent,  and  the  immense  variety  of 
its  plants,  collected  partly  for  scientific  purposes.  A 
river  with  tributary  canals  flowed  through  its  grounds, 
which  extended  over  a  circuit  of  nearly  two  leagues, 
murmuring  its  melody  in  unison  with  winged  songsters 
hidden  in  arbors  or  playing  between  bush  and  hedge, 
mingling  their  bright  color  with  the  green  expanse. 
Adjacent  were  steep  rocks,  on  whose  smooth  surface 
were  sculptured  the  portraits  of  noted  warriors,  states- 
men, and  orators,  with  hieroglyphic  inscriptions  of 

'^  Twenty  fell,  Bays  Bemal  Dias.  He  speaks  of  two  futile  attempts  on  the 
previous  evening  to  scale  the  central  hill.  It  seems  unlikely  for  solcuera,  taxed 
by  repulse  and  march,  to  undertake  so  difficult  a  feat,  and  tiiat  at  the  least 
assailable  point. 

*'  Yet  Bemal  Diaz  relates  a  story  to  show  that  the  order  was  a  mere  pr»» 
tence. 
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their  fame.  It  was  a  paradise  formed  equally  for 
student  and  idler,  and  to  the  weary  soldiers  no  spot 
could  perhaps  have  proven  so  grateful.  Cortes  cer- 
tainly grows  ecstatic  in  describing  it,  declaring  it 
*'the  largest,  most  beautiful,  and  freshest  garden  ever 
seen."**  Tempting  as  was  the  retreat,  Cortes  tore 
himself  from  it  the  following  day,  and  proceeded  in  a 
south-westerly  direction  to  Yauhtepec.  Although 
many  warriors  were  gathered  there,  they  fled  on  the 
approach  of  the  Spaniards,  and  were  chased,  with 
some  slaughter,  for  about  two  leagues,  into  the  town 
of  Xiuhtepec."  The  women  and  effects  there  found 
were  appropriated  as  spoils,  and  rendered  agreeable 
the  two  days'  stay.  The  ruler  failing  to  appear,  the 
place  was  fired,  and  terrified  by  this  warning  the  lord 
of  Yauhtepec  hastened  to  proffer  submission. 

After  a  day's  hard  march  the  army  came  in  sight  of 
Quauhnahuac,**  capital  of  the  Tlahuicas:  They  were 
one  of  the  Nahuatlaca  tribes,  which  according  to  tra- 
dition had  entered  the  Andhuac  country  to  supplant 
the  Toltecs.  Coming  rather  late,  they  found  their 
brethren  already  in  possession  of  the  lake  region,  and 
so  they  crossed  the  range  to  seek  a  home  on  the 
headwaters  of  the  Zacatula,  where  soon  a  number 
of  settlements  rose  round  Quauhnahuac.  They  after- 
ward fell  under  the  sway  of  the  Chichimecs,  and 
finally  the  Aztecs  took  advantage  of  internal  discord 
to  establish  sovereignty,*  maintaining  it  by  a  garrison 
in  the  capital.  This  was  a  natural  stronghold,  situated 
on  a  tongue  of  land  between  two  steep  ravines  over 
forty  feet  in  depth,  and  through  which  ran  a  little 
stream  during  the  rainy  season.  It  was  further  pro- 
tected by  strong  walls,  particularly  on  the  side  where 
a  strongly  guarded  gate  opened  to  a  fine  stretch  of 
country.     Two   other  entrances   faced   the  ravines, 

^Cartas,  190;  Tarquemada,  i.  536. 

**  Some  write  Xilotepec.  Bemal  Diaz  mentions  Tepoztlan,  which  may 
have  been  visited  by  a  detachment. 

**P]aoe  of  the  E^le.  Corrapted  into  the  present  Gaernavaca,  which  sin- 
gularly enough  means  cow's  horn. 

''See  Native  Races,  t. 
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sometimes  spaimed  by  bridges,  which  were  now  re^ 
moved. 

Situated  at  the  gateway  to  the  tropical  southern 
valleys,  between  which  and  the  colder  lake  region 
interposed  a  range  of  mountains,  the  spot  stood  as  a 
new  Eden  in  its  manifold  beauties.  A  sight  even  of 
the  pine-fringed  mountains  that  rolled  off  toward  the 
north,  with  their  green  slopes  shaded  by  oak  and 
birch,  and  bathed  in  soft  thouffh  bracing  airs,  was  re- 
freshing to  the  indolent  inhabitants  of  the  burning 
plain  beyond.  On  the  other  hand  the  sturdy  toilers 
of  the  northern  plateaux  might  in  this  sunny  south 
seek  relaxation  in  the  varied  charms  of  a  softer  air 
balmy  with  the  incense  of  a  more  lustrous  vegeta* 
tion.*^ 

It  was  an  opulent  community  that  of  Quauhnahuac, 
surrounded  as  it  was  by  endless  resources  and  advan- 
tages, and  the  people  were  in  no  mood  tamely  to  yield 
their  wealth  to  invaders.  And  in  this  determination 
they  were  sustained  by  their  lord,  Yohuatzin,"  who 
was  not  only  a  vassal  but  a  relative  of  Quauhtemotzin. 
Confident  in  the  impregnable  position  of  his  city,  in 
which  supplies  were  ample,  he  replied  with  volleys  to 
the  demands  of  the  Spanish  forces  as  they  appeared 
on  the  other  side  of  the  ravines.  It  seemed  almost 
impossible  to  effect  a  crossing  and  climb  the  steep 
wall  of  the  ravine  to  the  city;  nevertheless  Cortes 
selected  a  position  and  began  to  open  fire  so  as  to 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  garrison  and  cover  the 
scaling  parties. 

While  they  were  thus  busied  a  brave  Tlascaltec  re- 
connoitred and  came  to  a  point  half  a  league  beyond,, 
where  the  ravine  was  steepest  and  narrowed  to  an 
abyss.    On  the  two  sides  grew  two  large  trees,  which 

^  Cortes  was  so  captivated  b^  the  allnriDg  clime  and  scenexy  that  he  made- 
the  town  his  favorite  residence  m  later  years.  It  was  included  in  the  domains 
granted  to  him,  and  descended  to  his  heirs.  Madame  Calderon  speaks  of  hi» 
mined  palace  and  church.  Life  in  Mexico,  iL  50. 

^IxaUxodUa^  Hist.  Chick.,  311.  Brasseur  de  Boorboorg  calls  him  Yao- 
mahuitL 
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inclined  toward  each  other,  with  branches  intertwined, 
forming  a  sort  of  natural  bridge,  though  by  no  means 
secure.  He  called  the  attention  of  ms  party  to  this 
and  led  the  way  across,  followed  by  several  Spaniards. 
The  natives,  who  were  more  accustomed  to  this  kind 
of  tactics,  found  comparatively  little  diflSculty  in  swing- 
ing themselves  across;  but  to  the  soldiers  it  was  far 
from  easy,  and  three  of  them,  overcome  by  dizziness 
or  weight  of  armor,  slipped  and  fell.^ 

The  attention  of  the  inhabitants  being  attracted 
elsewhere,  a  number  of  the  invaders  had  gained  a 
secure  foothold  within  the  city  before  they  were  ob- 
served. Even  now  a  few  resolute  men  might  have 
driven  them  back,  but  such  were  wanting,  and  the 
sudden  appearance  of  the  dreaded  white  men,  as  if 
indeed  they  had  dropped  into  the  stronghold  from 
some  cloud  made  radiant  by  the  sun  whose  reputed 
children  they  were,  struck  terror  to  the  hearts  of  the 
poor  natives.  All  impotent  and  nerveless,  they  per- 
mitted the  daring  strangers  to  lower  the  drawbridge, 
and  turned  to  spread  the  panic.  Meanwhile  the  re- 
ports of  a  formidable  army  advancing  from  the  rear 
so  wrought  on  the  fears  of  the  garrison  that,  when 
the  handful  who  had  crossed  on  the  bushy  bridge  fell 
on  them,  they  oflfered  no  resistance.  This  also  allowed 
the  scaling  forces  to  pour  in,  so  that  within  a  short 
time  the  siege  was  turned  into  a  rout,  wherein  the 
cavalry  played  a  prominent  part.  The  zeal  of  the 
allies  was  already  indicated  by  smoky  columns  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  city,  and  the  foot-soldiers  hastened 
to  share  in  the  rich  plunder  and  intercept  the  women. 

Most  of  the  fugitives  had  gathered  on  an  adjacent 
height,  and  though  no  attempt  was  made  that  day 
to  molest  them,  yet  they  began  to  fear  that  men 
who  could  so  readily  capture  one  of  the  strongest 

^  *  El  mo  86  quebr6  la  piema. .  .y  se  me  desvanecia  la  cabeca,  y  todavia 
JBk  JO,  y  otrofl  veinte,  6  trienta  soldados.*  Bemai  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad,,  132. 
^olifl  mismterpretB  the  passa^,  and  gives  this  author  credit  for  leading  the 
party.  IJist.  Mtx.,  ii.  362.  Vetancurt  caUs  the  district  toward  this  spot 
Amanalco.  Teatro  Afex,,  pt  iii.  155. 
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fortresses  in  the  country,  would  find  no  difficulty  in 
reaching  them  anywhere;  therefore,  after  listening  to 
the  advice  of  messengers  sent  by  Cortes,  Yohuatzin 
concluded  to  surrender,  and  presented  himself  on  the 
following  day  with  a  large  retinue  and  rich  presents. 
The  Mexicans  were  as  usual  blamed  for  the  opposition 
oflered.  He  would  have  submitted  before,  but  thought 
it  best  to  expiate  the  fault  of  resistance  by  allowmg 
the  Spaniards  to  pursue,  so  that  after  spending  their 
fury  they  might  be  more  ready  to  forgive.*' 

There  was  no  time  at  present  to  extend  the  recon- 
noissance  farther  in  this  direction,  and  after  a  brief 
rest  Cortes  turned  northward  to  the  lakes.  The  route 
over  the  mountains  proved  far  more  difficult  than  be- 
fore, and  after  issuing  from  the  pine  forest  the  army 
entered  a  desert  country  terminating  in  a  three-league 
pass  through  the  Ajuzco  Mountains.  Here  thirst 
became  so  intense  that  several  natives  succumbed.'* 
This  suffering  was  reUeved  in  a  hamlet  not  far  from 
the  pass. 

On  the  following  day  they  passed  through  a  fine  and 
cultivated  country  toward  Xochilmilco,  that  is  to  say. 
Field  of  Flowers,  aptly  named,  for  round  almost  every 
house,  particularly  on  the  outskirts,  was  a  flower- 
garden  enclosed  by  canals.  Many  of  them  were  of 
the  chinampa  class,  or  floating  gardens,^^  the  out- 
growth of  early  Aztec  weakness,  now  forming  a  pictu- 
resque border  to  the  lake  towns.  Altogether  the 
aspect  was  most  pleasing,  while  the  buildings  of  the 
central  parts  were  artistic  and  striking.  Besides  the 
strength  added  by  canals  and  moats,  pile  buildings 
were  frequent,  and  intrenchments  had  been  thrown 

^CorUs,  Cartas,  196.  Ixtlilxochitlassttmes  that  the  sabmisrion  is  tendered 
through  his  namesake,  as  prince  of  Tezcuco,  the  only  capital  of  the  tripartita 
empire  loyal  to  the  Spaniards.  Hor.  Cruddades,  17-18. 

'^Also  one  old  Spaniard,  believes  Bemal  Diaz,  who  relates  his  own  suffer- 
ings minutely,  and  how  he  followed  some  mounted  scouts  in  search  of  water, 
which  he  found,  bringing  a  supply  to  Gort^.  Hii^.  Vfrdad.,  133.  Vetan* 
curt  names  this  watering-place  Topiiejo,  now  San  Miguel.  Tea^ro  Mex,,  pt. 
iii.  155.  Chimalpain  mentions  Quauhxdmolco,  just  before.  Hist.  Canq,,  ii.  40l 

"See  Native  Races,  ii,  346. 
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up  and  drawbridges  raised  to  defend  the  approach 
against  any  enemy  of  the  Aztecs,  for  its  loyalty  to  the 

fueen  city  was  fully  as  great  as  that  of  Iztapakpan. 
t  was  the  most  important  place  on  the  thickly  settled 
fresh- water  lake,  bishop  Garc^s  relates  that  angels 
were  heard  to  sing  praises  in  the  Mexican  tongue 
when  it  was  converted.^  The  usual  summons  was 
issued  by  the  Spaniards,  and  no  heed  being  given, 
they  attacked  in  three  divisions  by  different  ap- 
proaches. The  enemy  fell  back  behind  the  raised 
bridges  and  intrenchments,  whence  they  kept  up  a 
steady  volley.  The  archers  and  arquebusiers  replied 
briskly,  and  covered  the  van  as  it  plunged  into  not 
very  deep  water  and  waded  across  to  capture  the 
fortifications.  This  eflfected,  the  foe  was  driven  from 
one  retreat  to  another.  Seeing  how  aflEairs  went,  they 
sought  to  parley,  but  the  pursuers  paid  no  heed,  re- 
garding it  as  a  trick  to  gain  time  for  the  removal  of 
their  families  and  property.  Within  half  an  hour 
the  greater  part  of  the  city  was  worn,  and  soldiers  and 
allies  were  sacking  as  they  advanced.  The  foe  rallied 
now  and  then  to  cover  their  retreat,  and  in  one  in- 
stance managed  to  despatch  two  soldiers  who  had 
allowed  avarice  to  overcome  prudence. 

Not  long  after,  a  body  of  some  ten  thousand  war- 
riors, reenforced  by  fugitives  from  the  city,  was  seen 
advancing  from  the  rear  as  if  to  cut  off  retreat.  They 
were  already  close  at  hand  when  first  observed,  and 
without  losing  a  moment  Cortds  charged  them  at  the 
head  of  a  body  of  cavalry.** 

At  first  they  boldly  faced  the  animals,  and  fought 
so  well  as  to  severely  wound  four,  besides  several 
riders;  but  the  mounted  body  kept  breaking  through 
their  ranks  and  then  turned  to  fall  on  the  rear.  This 
movement  proved  decisive,  and  the  enemy  dispersed 
in  flight,  the  horsemen  scattering  in  pursuit.  Already 
weakened  by  the  severe  march  across  the  mountains, 
the   horse  of  Cortds  became   quite   exhausted,  and 

'^Larenzana,  in  Cort^,  Hiist.  N,  Eap.,  225. 
'^Siz^  Bays  Cortes. 
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while  its  rider  was  striking  right  and  left  into  a 
large  body  of  fugitives,  it  fell.  No  other  horseman 
being  near,  the  enemy  gathered  courage  and  rushed 
upon  the  general,  who  had  risen  to  his  feet  and  stood 
with  sword  in  hand  to  defend  himself.  It  was  a  crit- 
ical moment,  and  had  not  a  brave  Tlascaltec  warrior 
come  to  his  rescue  thus  opportunely,  the  career  of  the 
Estremaduran  would  have  ended  there;  for  he  had 
already  received  a  severe  blow  on  the  head  and  was 
about  to  be  dragged  away  when  thus  rescued.  The 
general's  body-guard  then  came  up  and  cut  in  pieces 
his  late  stupid  assailants — stupid  because  they  might 
so  easily  have  killed  him,  and  did  not.*  The  pursuit 
was  not  long  maintained,  tired  as  the  horses  were, 
and  remounting  his  steed  Cortes  led  the  way  back  to 
camp  in  the  square. 

Late  as  it  was  he  superintended  the  filling  of  all  the 
channels  which  broke  the  causeways,  and  the  erection 
of  defences,  and  ordered  the  soldiers  to  put  in  order 
their  arms  and  prepare  arrows.  The  forces  were  dis- 
tributed at  three  points,  and  extra  guards  were  posted 
for  the  night,  together  with  bodies  of  troops  at  prob- 
able landing-points.  These  precautions  were  prompted 
chiefly  by  the  evident  eflbrt  of  the  last  body  of  the 
enemy  to  shut  up  the  army  within  the  city,  a  move- 
ment which  boded  other  attempts,  as  Cortds  rightly 
supposed. 

When  Quauhtemotzin  heard  that  the  Spaniards 
had  marched  against  Xochimilco  he  called  a  council  to 
consider  the  course  to  adopt,  and  the  result  was  the 
despatch  of  reenforcements.  Finding  that  the  city  had 
so  easily  fallen,  he  became  furious.  The  gods  were 
indignant  at  the  outrages  of  the  strangers.     Arms 

^  Bemal  Diaz  states  that  a  soldier  named  Olea  was  the  main  instniment  in 
saving  CoiixSs,  HUt.  Vtrdad.,  133;  but  Ixtlilxochitl,  ffigi,  0%tcA.,311,  givw 
the  credit  to  the  Tbuicaltec  lord  Chichimecatl,  and  Chimalpain  to  a  noble 
named  Ooelotzin.  Hist,  Conq.,  ii.  41.  Gort^  says:  'Un  indio  de  los  de  Tlas- 
caltecal/  Cartas,  199,  who  oonld  not  be  found  the  next  day,  and  Cortte  aooord* 
Ingly  attributed  the  aid,  writes  Herrera,  to  St  Peter,  dec  iii.  lib.  i.  cap.  viii. 
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must  be  employed  more  manfully,  and,  these  failing, 
the  loyal  ones  must  let  their  nails  grow,  as  the  last 
means  of  protection.  The  first  step  should  be  the 
recovery  of  Xochimilco.  That  very  night  two  thou- 
sand canoes  were  sent  with  some  twelve  thousand 
warriors,  and  a  similar  force  by  land,  all  approaching 
stealthily,  without  music.*' 

The  rumor  of  a  probable  night  attack  kept  the 
Spanish  camp  on  the  alert,  and  advised  of  this,  the 
enemy  made  no  attack.  At  dawn  their  canoes  were 
already  swarming  round  the  city,  the  inmates  rending 
the  air  with  loud  and  repeated  shouts,  and  brandish- 
ing their  weapons,  those  of  the  chiefs  being  captured 
Spanish  swords.  "With  your  own  arms  you  shall  be 
killed,  and  we  will  eat  you !"  they  cried.  "We  fear  you 
not,  for  Montezuma  is  dead!"  At  the  same  time  the 
land  forces  were  seen  approaching,  evidently  to  assist 
the  fleet  in  besieging  the  Spaniards  within  the  city, 
which  would  give  the  Mexicans  greater  advantage,  as 
they  had  weU  learned  during  the  siege  of  Mexico. 
Cortes  understood  the  manoeuvre,  and  leaving  the 
greater  part  of  the  infantry  and  allies  to  guard  the  city, 
he  sallied  with  most  of  the  horse,  in  three  parties,  a 
few  of  the  infantry  and  several  hundred  Tlascaltecs, 
breaking  through  the  enemy's  ranks  and  gaining  the 
foot  of  a  hill  in  their  rear,  the  Tepechpan. 

While  the  enemy  were  rallying,  Cortfe  led  the 
horse  round  to  their  denser  flank,  and  gave  orders  to 
the  infantry  to  allure  the  Mexicans  by  climbing  the 
steepest  part  of  the  hill  and  pretending  to  escape. 
This  succeeded,  and  the  next  moment  they  were  at- 
tacked in  several  directions  with  such  efiect  as  to  cause 
a  panic  and  drive  them  in  flight  toward  a  quarter 
where  one  division  of  horse  had  taken  a  stand.  Five 
hundred  Mexicans  covered  the  field  and  five  leader? 
were  among  the  captured,  while  the  Spanish  loss  was 

**Fo]low6d  by  other  bodies.  Semal  Diaz,  ffUt.  Verdad,,  134;  Torquemadc^^ 
L537. 
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only  one  soldier  and  a  few  allies,  including  three 
Tlascaltec  chiefs,  although  a  number  were  wounded. 
During  the  pursuit  the  foremost  division  of  horse 
came  upon  a  further  Mexican  reenforcement,  estimated 
at  ten  thousand,  which  rallied  the  fugitives  and  caused 
the  pursuers  to  halt.  Soon,  however,  the  remaining 
force  came  up,  the  charge  was  continued,  and  the 
Mexicans  routed." 

Too  tired  for  long  pursuit,  the  Spaniards  returned 
by  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  Xochimilco,  where 
their  garrison  had  repulsed  the  lake  force.  The  fight 
had  been  fierce,  and  the  soldiers  had  exhausted  all 
their  ammunition,  capturing  in  return  two  Spanish 
swords.  These  victories  brought  little  satisfaction, 
however,  for  the  captives  gave  information  that  the 
forces  so  far  sent  were  but  detachments  of  the  armies 
destined  for  Xochimilco,  which  must  be  recovered, 
and  the  Spaniards  driven  forth,  if  it  cost  the  lives  of 
all  the  men  in  Mexico.  The  Spaniards  might  defeat 
force  after  force,  but  even  victory  must  so  weaken 
them  that  the  Mexicans  would  finally  triumph.  This 
seemed  to  be  confirmed  by  the  movements  of  the  fleet, 
which,  though  repulsed,  was  still  hovering  thereabout 

Cortes  now  gave  orders  to  burn  the  city,  as  a  warning 
to  the  wilful  inhabitants  and  preparatory  to  its  evac- 
uation. The  soldiers,  who  had  oeen  interrupted  in 
their  plundering  the  day  before,  obeyed  with  alacrity. 
Xochimilco  was  a  wealthy  city,  and  not  a  Spaniard  or 
ally  but  obtained  an  abundance  of  robes,  feathers,  and 
other  eflects,  and  even  some  gold,  which  helped  to- 
cheer  those  whom  ordinary  merchandise  and  slaves 
did  not  satisfy.  The  enemy  had  been  watchful,  how- 
ever, and  in  their  canoes  they  flitted  round  the  city  to 
cut  off  stragglers.  At  one  point  quite  a  charge  was 
made,  wherein  several  Spaniards  were  wounded  and 
four  carried  off  alive.    This  event  did  more  to  cast  a 

'^Ck>rt^  leaves  the  impression  that  the  foremost  division  of  six  horse  de- 
feated the  foe.  Both  Gomara  and  Herrera  are  oonfoaed,  and  Preecott  and 
others  are  led  into  several  mistakes. 
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gloom  over  the  army  than  many  defeats,  for  all  knew 
the  fate  of  prisoners.*" 

After  a  stay  of  three  days,  all  fraught  with  hard 
fighting,  the  army  filed  out  from  Xochimilco,  pre- 
senting the  appearance  of  a  dilapidated  caravan  rather 
than  of  a  reconnoitring  and  fighting  expedition,  so 
much  so  that  Cortes  thought  it  necessary  to  remon- 
strate, but  in  vain.  The  enemy  hovered  about  like 
vultures,  to  harass  them  in  what  they  regarded  as  a 
retreat.  The  march  was  made  in  regular  fighting 
order,  with  cavalry  distributed  in  three  sections,  in 
van,  rear,  and  on  flank.  In  order  to  complete  the 
reconnoissance,  a  north-westerly  route  was  taken  to 
Coyuhuacan,  the  centre  of  a  series  of  inner  towns 
which  lay  clustered  within  a  radius  of  a  league  and  a 
half,  along  the  shores  or  upon  islands  in  the  lake, 
all  picturesque  in  their  pyramidal  temples  and  their 
white  walls,  which  gleamed  amidst  blooming  orchards 
and  shady  groves.  Coyuhuacan  itself  was  a  beautiful 
town,  and  Cortes  felt  so  captivated  with  it  that  he 
afterward  made  it  for  some  time  his  favorite  residence.* 
It  had  been  evacuated,  but  toward  and  beyond  Mexico 
the  lake  teemed  with  canoes,  while  in  every  direction 
spread  one  continuous  extent  of  farms  and  hamlets, 
connected  by  causeways  and  roads  with  busy  traflic. 
To  Alderete  and  friar  Melgarejo  this  was  a  novel 
scene,  and  they  could  not  refrain  from  expressing  their 
admiration  at  the  enterprise  and  prowess  of  Cortds 
and  his  followers  in  undertaking  so  vast  a  conquest. 
Grod's  aid  alone  could  have  enabled  them  to  succeed  as 
they  had  done.*^ 

The  army  remained  here  over  the  following  day, 
chiefly  to  examine  the  place  as  intended  head-quarters 
of  a  besieging  force.  It  was  found  satisfactory;  and 
while  arrows  were  prepared  and  the  wounded  tended, 

'"Bemal  Diaz  names  two  of  them. 

"  He  even  willed  that  his  bones  should  there  be  entombed,  a  request  which 
was  not  carried  out. 

^ '  No  eran  cosas  de  hombres  humanos . . .  que  ayan  hecho  ningunos  vasallos 
tangrandes  servicios  asu  Bey . .  .7  dello  harian  relation  a  sa  Magestad.'  B&rtuU 
J)ku,£iut.Verdad.,ld6. 
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the  general  advanced  along  the  causeway  leading  to 
Mexico  and  expended  his  remaining  ammunition  in 
the  useless  capture  of  the  temple  fortress  of  Xoloc,*^ 
during  which  a  number  of  soldiers  were  wounded, 
though  the  enemy  suffered  considerably.  After  offer- 
ing to  heaven  the  fiery  sacrifice  of  pagan  temple,  the 
army  proceeded  through  Tlacopan  without  halting, 
for  they  had  no  ammunition,  and  this  place  had  been 
examined  on  the  previous  expedition.  This  unex- 
pected haste  encouraged  the  Mexicans  to  come  forth 
m  great  numbers  and  attack  the  baggage  train  and 
rear.  Owing  to  the  level  nature  of  the  ground  the 
cavalry  found  no  difficulty  in  repelling  them,  yet  they 
caused  more  trouble,  and  succeeded  even  in  carrying 
off  two  of  the  favorite  equerries*^  of  Cortes.  He  was 
deeply  grieved  at  the  loss,  and  partly  with  a  view  to 
avenge  them,  partly  to  inflict  a  lesson  which  should 
save  the  army  from  such  annoyance,  he  formed  an 
ambuscade  beside  the  road  with  twenty  horse.  Seeing 
the  other  ten  horses  engaged  as  formerly  in  covering 
the  rear,  the  Mexicans  continued  their  pursuit.  At  a 
favorable  moment  the  hidden  horsemen  appeared,  and 
soon  over  a  hundred  of  the  flower  of  the  Mexicans  lay 
dead  upon  the  ground,**  their  rich  panoplies,  dresses, 
and  arms  offering  a  pleasing  addition  to  the  already 
heavy  plunder.  Freed  from  further  molestation,  the 
army  proceeded  through  Azcapuzalco  and  Tenayocan 
to  Quauhtitlan,  all  deserted.  Here  the  army  clus- 
tered round  camp  fires  of  green  wood,  wet  from  a 
recent  shower  and  supperless.  Next  morning  they 
followed  the  route  already  pursued  during  the  flight 
from  Mexico,  round  Zumpango  Lake  through  Citlal- 
tepec,  and  thence  through  Acolman  to  Tezcuco.** 

'^At  the  jnnctionB  of  the  cansewayB  which  led  from  the  different  shores 
to  the  Bouthem  ayenue  of  Mexico.  The  place  is  also  known  as  Acachi- 
nanco. 

*^  Bemal  Diaz  states  that  Ck>rtte  was  preparinff  an  ambuscade  with  tea 
horse  and  fonr  eqnerries  when  he  fell  into  one  himself  and  lost  the  two,  whom 
be  names.  Alarmed  at  his  dela^,  Alvarado  went  back  to  look  for  him.  loe.  cit. 
This  is  less  likely  than  the  version  of  Cort^. 

'Nobles  they  are  termed,  and  Herrera  doubles  the  nnmber. 

'*  Prescott  and  others  intimate  that  they  passed  between  the  lakes,  from 
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A  mass  of  booty  and  slaves  being  now  at  hand,  a 
general  distribution  was  ordered,  the  second  in  Tez- 
cuco.  Again,  says  Bernal  Diaz,  Cortes  disregarded 
his  promises  and  secured  not  only  for  himself  the  ob- 
jectionable fifth,  but  allowed  his  favorites  to  carry  off 
the  prettiest  women  before  they  were  brought  forward 
at  auction.  Many  who  remembered  the  former  tricks 
hid  their  women  and  said  they  had  escaped,  or  they  de- 
clared them  free  servants  from  allied  tribes;  while  a  few 
managed  to  obtain  a  private  branding,  paying  the  fifth 
required.  A  large  proportion  of  the  soldiers  were  so 
heavily  in  debt  for  stores  and  fifths  that  their  booty 
left  them  no  surplus.** 

While  the  reconnoitring  expeditions  had  on  the 
whole  been  fraught  with  pecuniary  benefit  and  glory, 
they  had  nevertheless  served  to  open  the  eyes  of 
many  to  the  difficulty  of  the  great  purpose,  the  cap- 
ture of  Mexico.  This  was  particularly  the  case  with 
the  Velazquez  party,  whose  adhesion  before  the  Te- 
peaca  campaign  had  been  compulsory,  and  after  it 
mercenary  in  its  motives.  Every  obstacle  to  them  ap- 
peared terrible,  magnified  through  constant  fear  of  the 
dreaded  stone  of  sacrifice,  on  which  so  many  comrades 
had  already  been  laid.  And  this  they  were  encoun- 
tering for  what?  the  advancement  of  an  envied  usurper 
and  a  pecuniary  reward  far  beneath  their  expectations. 
The  failure  at  Iztapalapan,  the  repeated  inroads  of 
the  Mexicans,  unabashed  by  constant  repulses,  and 
the  hardships  of  the  campaigns,  particularly  the  last, 
all  tended  to  support  their  arguments  against  Cortes' 
plans  as  chimerical,  involving  long  delays,  constant 
toil,  and  waste  of  life,  and  with  poor  recompense  save 
for  Cortes  and  his  favorites. 

Presently  the  affair  assumed  the  color  of  conspiracy, 
headed  by  Antonio  de  Villafafie,  a  common  soldier 

QnanhtitUii  to  Aoolman,  but  Cort^  mentions  Zilotepec,  which  may  be  iden- 
tical with  Gitlaltepec,  as  mentioned  by  Herrera,  or  XUotzinco,  about  two 
leagues  eastward,  as  given  by  IxtlilxoohitL  Bemal  Diaz  also  appears  to  in- 
dicate the  northern  route. 

*^ Bemal  Duo,  HiBt.  Verdad.,  129. 
BiST.  Mss..  YoL.  I.    89 
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from  Zamora,  who  is  claimed  by  Herrera  to  have  had 
the  active  or  passive  sympathy  of  some  three  hundred 
malcontents,  nearly  one  third  of  the  army.  The  pro- 
fessed object  was  to  secure  a  pliable  leader  who  would 
consult  the  wishes  of  the  soldiers,  even  those  desirous 
of  returning.  Such  a  man,  and  withal  of  great  in- 
fluence and  valor,  was  Verdugo,  the  brother-in-law  of 
the  all-powerful  patron  Velazquez,  and  him  the  con- 
spirators chose  as  the  new  captain-general,  unknown 
to  himself,  since  he  might  prove  too  honorable  to  en- 
gage in  plots  against  the  commander.  As  a  reward 
for  his  own  efforts  Villafafie  claimed  the  position  of 
alguacil  mayor,  while  other  friends  and  influential  men 
of  Narvaez  were  assured  of  the  remaining  offices, 
from  alcalde  mayor  and  maestre  de  campo  downward, 
now  held  by  the  retainers  of  Cortes,  as  well  as  a  share 
in  the  arms  and  other  effects  of  the  doomed  number.^ 
It  was  arranged  that  when  Cortes  was  seated  at  table 
with  his  intimate  friends,  as  Alvarado,  Sandoval,  Ohd, 
and  TApia,  a  letter  was  to  be  handed  him,  as  if  coming 
from  his  father,  and  while  he  was  reading,  the  conspir- 
ators should  fall  on  and  stab  him  and  his  supporters, 
since  all  must  be  removed  who  might  prove  trouble- 
some. The  new  oflScers  were  thereupon  to  be  pro- 
claimed, together  with  the  liberal  plan  agreed  on,  by 
which  it  was  hoped  to  allure  even  the  friends  of  Cort^ 
There  were  too  many  in  the  secret,  however,  and 
Cortes  was  a  man  of  magnetic  influence.  At  the 
eleventh  hour,  two  days  after  the  return  fix)m 
Xochimilco,  says  Diaz,  an  accomplice,  struck  with 
compunction,  rushed  distractedly  to  the  feet  of  Cortfe 
and  implored  pardon  for  having  even  dared  to  listen  to 
the  vile  machinations.      He  thereupon  revealed  the 

Slot  and  stated  that  Villafafie  carried  the  names  and 
etails  on  a  Ust  in  his  breast-pocket.     Cort&  quietly 
summoned  his  captains.    He  represented  the  need  for 

^Bemal  Diaz  aasameB  that  more  than  one  captain-^neral  was  to  be  ap- 
pointed *  Para  boluerse  a  Cuba,  y  deehazer  a  Cortes,'  u  all  the  ezplanatiai 
given  by  Gomafa,  HUl,  Mex.,  178. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


GOKSPIEACY  QUELLED.  611 

a  ^'remedy,  since,  besides  the  scandal,  it  was  evident 
that  all  the  Spaniards  must  perish  if  once  they  turned 
one  against  the  other;  and  to  this  end  not  only  de- 
clared foes  but  allies  would  join."*^ 

Attended  by  Sandoval  and  others,  Cortes  hastened 
to  the  house  of  the  accused  and  found  several  persons 
assembled.  Some  were  secured  as  they  sought  escape. 
Villafane  found  time  to  take  a  paper  from  his  breast 
and  tear  it  in  pieces,  but  Cortes  gathered  and  ar- 
ranged them,*^  and  was  grieved  to  read  the  names  of 
quite  a  number  of  promising  persons  whom  he  had 
honored  and  regarded  as  friends.  Villafane  con- 
fessed the  details  of  the  plot,  which  had  been  forming 
since  the  Tepeaca  campaign.  A  court-martial  was  held, 
presided  over  by  Cortes  himself,  and  there  being  no 
doubt  of  his  guilt,  the  accused  was  condemned  to 
death  and  promptly  hanged  from  the  window  of  hiEl 
dwelling.*® 

Cortes  had  probably  no  doubt  regarding  the  guilt  of 
the  persons  named  on  the  list,  but  the  prosecution 
of  so  many  notable  men  might  not  be  prudent,  and 
would  only  widen  the  breach  between  himself  and  the 
malcontents  and  gain  them  sympathy.  .  The  day  fol- 
lowing the  execution  the  general  called  a  meeting. 
Many  were  the  consciences  that  pricked  their  posses- 
sors to  trembling  on  that  occasion.  But  the  sage 
Cortes  preferred  the  traitors  should  risk  their  necks 
in  winning  for  him  Mexico,  rather  than  himself  to 
break  them  with  a  rope. 

*''  Snch  are  in  sabetaiice  the  worda  used  by  Cort^  in  his  relation  to  the 
emperor.  *  E  c6mo  yo  vi  que  se  me  habia  revelado  tan  gran  traiclon,  dl 
gracias  d  nnestro  Sefior,  pon^ue  en  aquello  consistia  el  remedio.*  Carta^y  269. 

^So  Cortes  intimates,  while  Herrera  states  that  Villafane  hastened  to  de- 
vour the  paper.  His  throat  being  pressed,  about  half  of  it  was  rescued,  dec. 
ilL  lib.  i.  cap.  i.  He  further  says  that  Sandoval  was  sent  to  make  the  arrest ; 
bat  Bemal  i)iaz  asserts  that  Cort^  went  in  person,  which  is  likely^  under  the 
circumstances,  and  took  from  Villafafie's  breast  the  paper.  Findms  thereon 
80  many  names  of  quality  he  caused  it  to  be  rumored  that  the  man  had  eaten 
it,  or  part  of  it.  hist,  Verdad.,  136-7.  Clavigero  assumes  that  the  culprit 
revealed  the  names,  and  that  Cortds  preferred  not  to  believe  him.  Stofia 
Mess,y  iii.  191.  Torture  failed  to  extort  any  names  from  him,  writes  Torque- 
mada,  L  528,  and  those  on  the  list  he  declared  to  be  merely  of  men  whom  he 
intended  to  sound. 

"Un  alcalde  y  yo  lo  condenamos  II  muerte.'  CorUs,  Cartcu,  269. 
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Napoleon,  who  in  national  warfare  could  open  with 
his  sword  the  veins  of  the  people  until  there  poured 
forth  torrents  of  blood,  shrank  in  horror  from  blood 
shed  in  civil  broils.  It  was  policy  with  Cortes,  how- 
ever. So,  after  finishing  his  narration  of  the  con- 
spiracy, he  coolly  informed  them  that  Villafane  had 
refused  to  reveal  his  accomplices,  and  he  could  not 
therefore  name  the  guilty.  There  were  no  doubt 
men  amongst  them  with  real  or  fancied  grievances 
which  may  have  induced  them  to  harbor  resentment; 
but. let  them  frankly  state  their  wrongs  and  he  would 
seek  to  right  them.  If  he  had  erred,  let  the  error  be 
named.  The  conclusion  of  the  affair  created  general 
satisfaction.  Thankful  for  their  escape,  the  guilty 
sought  both  by  words  and  deeds  to  prove  their  de- 
votion, and  although  Cortes  kept  his  eye  upon 
them,  there  was  no  mdication  that  he  suspected  any. 
He  rather  sought  to  win  them  back  with  favors."  So 
impressed  were  his  intimate  followers  by  the  risk  to 
which  so  valuable  a  Ufe  had  been  exposed  that  they 
insisted  on  his  accepting  a  body-guard  of  twelve  select 
men,  under  the  command  of  Antonio  de  Quinones,  an 
hidalgo  of  Zamora,"^  who  watched  over  him  day  and 
night. 

^  Bernal  Diaz  Btates  that  lie  frightened  man^  by  having  them  arrested  and 
threatened  with  trial;  probably  those  seized  with  ViUafafie.  Oviedo,  iiL  515, 
mentions  Escudero  as  executed  for  plotting ;  bat  this  is  donbtfoL  As  for  Ver- 
dagOy  he  became  regidor  of  Mexico,  and  in  1529  alcalde.  He  afterward 
joined  Guzman's  expedition  and  settled  at  Tonsld  in  Jalisco.  Rmon^  in  Cortii, 
Mesidencui,  i.  363. 

^^  This  was  Cortes*  own  idea,  savs  Bernal  Diaz,  and  he  appealed  to  us  to 
ffuard  hinL  HigL  Verdad,,  137.  Q^iifiones  was  succeeded  by  iVandsco  ds 
Tenesaa  [Tenmzas].  IxUHxochUl,  Hist,  Chick.,  3ia 
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imrBSTMENT     OP     MEXICO. 
Mat-Jukb,  1521. 

Tbasws  of  Heroism— Tbx  Bbioantines  upon  the  Laxk— Division  ov 

FOBCSS  BSTWESN  AlYAKADO,   SaNDOVAL,  AND  OUD — DiSXRTION,  CaP- 

TUBE,  AND  Execution  of  Xicotengatl — Dbpaetubs  of  the  Tsoops 
FBOM  Tezcuoo — Naval  Battle — Possession  Taken  of  the  Cause- 
ways— At  One  Point  CoETite  unexpbciedlt  Gains  Entbangb  to  thjI 
CiTT — ^But  is  Dbivbn  out. 

The  ideal  heroic  character  is  to  be  viewed  from  two 
standpoints:  the  eflfect  of  heroism  on  the  hero,  and 
on  the  world.  A  very  bad  person  may  do  mankind  s^ 
great  service.  An  evil-minded  man,  while  sinking  his 
soul  yet  deeper  in  corruption,  may  bring  benefactions 
upon  society.  But  even  a  fairly  good  man  cannot  in- 
crease his  innate  nobleness  of  character  while  doing 
injury  to  his  fellows. 

I  do  not  know  that  the  claim  of  good  man  was  ever 
advanced  for  Hernan  Cortes,  except,  indeed,  by  that 
strange  fanaticism  which,  dazzled  by  one  object,  fails 
to  see  other  objects,  or  the  terrible  means  for  their 
attainment.  He  and  his  followers  formed  a  sad  mix- 
ture of  good  and  evil,  in  which  the  latter  predomi-» 
nated,  if  judged  by  the  moral  standard  which  they 
had  formed  for  themselves  as  soldiers  of  the  cross. 
The  grossest  injustice,  the  most  horrible  wickedness 
constituted  part  of  their  moral  ideal,  so  that  while 
fighting  for  the  highest  morality  they  were  the  most 
immoral  of  men.  Long  after  the  conquest  was  con- 
summated, under  the  ministrations  of  men  of  piety 

(018> 
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and  ability,  it  would  seem  that  the  weapons  used  by 
these  conquerors,  who  at  times  justified  murder  as 
the  highest  morality,  were  still  instinct  with  blood, 
even  as  the  cornel-wood  spear  with  which  the  kin^  of 
Thrace  transfixed  the  unhappy  Polydorus  springs  mto 
life  instinct  with  the  blood  of  ±*riam's  slaughteroi  son. 

Cortes  was  not  an  idealist  after  the  manner  of 
Columbus.  Both  were  full  of  egoism;  the  spiritual- 
mindedness  of  both  was  essentially  selfish.  They 
would  both  dictate  terms  to  God  and  their  king,  that 
for  so  much  service  they  must  have  so  much  reward. 
Both  were  full  of  the  follies  of  their  day;  but  Colum- 
bus displayed  a  grave,  unconscious  folly,  while  Cortes 
consciously  indulged  in  all  the  follies  of  lust  and 
cruelty  that  prudence  admitted  or  his  aim  demanded. 
jCort^s  abandoned  himself  to  ambition ;  Columbus  to 
brooding  thought.  The  insanity  of  reckless  adventure 
was  not  the  insanity  of  Columbus,  who  nevertheless 
was  as  mad  as  any  lunatic  in  his  own  way.  Com- 
manding energy  and  practical  daring  were  as  con- 
spicuous in  Cortes  as  in  Columbus;  but  it  happened 
that  the  aims  of  Columbus  were  of  greater  import  to 
the  race  than  those  of  Cort<?s. 

How  alike,  and  yet  how  different,  these  men! 
Cortes  was  impetuous  and  extravagant;  Columbus 
calm,  calculating,  and  prudent.  One  was  full  of  joyous 
activity,  the  simple  exercise  of  which  was  his  greatest 
pleasure;  obligations  of  every  sort  sat  lightly  on  him; 
the  other  was  but  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
providence.  Both  were  ambitious,  both  excessively 
religious;  but  Cortes,  in  the  main,  made  religion 
subservient  to  advancement,  as  before  noted,  while 
mundane  glories  to  Columbus  were  hollow  indeed 
beside  his  heavenly  aspirations.  Both  were  exceed- 
ingly great  men;  both  became  eminent  by  a  selfish 
adventure  of  self;  but  Columbus  saw  the  New  World 
through  the  glorious  haze  of  immortality,  while  Cort& 
viewed  Mexico  under  the  lightly  woven  covering  of 
personal  ambition. 
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Cortes  was  an  Antony  rather  than  a  CaBsar,  nor  did 
he  lack  that  one  great  gift  of  Antony's,  subordination, 
as  we  have  seen.  He  was  not  so  greatly  in  love  with 
himself,  stood  not  so  greatly  in  awe  of  himself,  as 
Csesar;  he  was  possessed  of  finer  perceptions  and  feel- 
ings, and  with  consummate  versatility  could  drop  him- 
self out  of  his  plans  as  occasion  required.  Nor  was 
Cortes  without  imagination  and  the  aesthetic  sense, 
though  of  a  grosser  and  sensual  kind;  but  it  is  not 
in  great  men  that  we  are  to  look  for  the  swelling  har- 
monies of  nature. 

A  turning-point  was  now  reached  in  the  campaign. 
The  brigantines  were  completed,  and  the  siege  could 
"begin.  The  day  for  the  entry  of  the  vessels  into  the 
lake  was  a  gala  day,  inaugurated  with  the  communion 
and  festive  with  the  concourse  of  gayly  attired  spec- 
tators.^ After  prayer  and  a  discourse  the  flags  with 
name  and  royal  arms  were  hoisted  on  each  vessel,^ 
amid  salvos  and  cheers,  and  the  dams  being  broken, 
the  gallant  fleet  floated  down  the  canal  to  the  placid 
lake. 

While  the  mute  bunting  was  thus  proclaiming  Span- 
ish supremacy  over  these  inland  waters,  a  Te  Deum, 
in  which  joined  a  thousand  voices,  echoed  aloud  the 
gratitude  of  every  heart.  Each  vessel  was  placed  in 
charge  of  a  captain*  with  twenty-four  Spaniards,  of 

^  Seyeral  leading  authors  assume  this  to  have  occurred  on  the  28th  of  April, 
when  Cort^  mustered  his  forces.  He  says  nothing  about  the  formal  launch 
on  that  occasion,  and  it  is  hardly  likely  that  two  such  performances  could 
have  been  effected  in  one  day. 

*  *  Las  vanderas  Reales,  y  otras  vanderas  del  nombre  que  se  dezia  ser  el 
Tergantin.'  Bernal  Diaz,  HisL  Verdad.^  138.  Ixtlilxochitl  assumes  that  the 
flag-ship  was  named  Meddling  Hint,  Chieh,,  313-14,  but  this  appears  to  be  based 
on  a  misinterpretation  of  Herrera,  who  places  Villafuerte  'of  Medellin*at  the 
head  of  the  li^t  of  captains.  Vetancurt  believes  that  the  vessels  were  named 
after  the  apostles,  to  whom  Cortes  was  so  devoted.  Teatro  Mex.y  pt.  iii.  156. 
If  so,  ^e  flag-ship  may  have  been  called  San  Pedro^  after  his  patron.  When 
all  were  floated  a  storm  came  which  threatened  to  break  them  one  against  the 
other.  TorqueTnada^  i.  532. 

'Their  names  appear  to  have  been  Juan  Rodriguez  de  Villafuerte  of 
Medellin,  Juan  Jaramillo  of  Salvatierra,  Francisco  Kodriguez  Magarifio  of 
Merida,  Cristobal  Flores  of  Videncia,  Juan  Garcia  Holguin  of  C&ceres,  Cara- 
^jal  of  Zamora,  Pedro  Barba  of  Seville,  Ger6nimo  Ruiz  de  la  Mota  of  Bi&xgoa, 
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whom  about  six  were  cross-bowmen  and  arquebusiers^ 
some  artillerists  to  manage  the  bronze  gun,  and  twelve 
rowers,  six  to  each  side.  The  boats  were  evidently 
half-decked.* 

Active  preparations  were  now  made  to  begin  the 
siege.  TlascaJtecs,  Huexotzincas,  Cholultecs,  Chal- 
cans,  and  other  allies  were  summoned  to  send  in  con- 
tingents by  Whitsunday,  the  latter  to  assemble  at 
Chalco,  and  the  Tlascaltecs  at  Tezcuco.  Though  but 
ten  days'  notice  was  given,  the  last  named  presented 
themselves  in  the  camp  before  the  appointed  time  to 
the  number  of  over  fifty  thousand,  which  was  increased 
by  later  reenforcement.* 

As  they  approached  Tezcuco  under  the  guidance 
of  Ojeda,  and  commanded  notably  by  Chichimecatl 
and  Xicotencatl  junior,  they  spread  out  in  one  long 
serpentine  file,  bristling  with  iztli  points  and  brill- 
iant with  shields  and  armor  covered  with  variegated 
devices    and    flowing    plumage,   while    at    intervals 

Pedro  de  Briones  of  Salamanca,  Bodrigo  Morejon  de  Lovera  of  Medina  del 
Campo,  Antonio  de  Sotelo  of  Zamora,  Juan  de  Portillo  of  Portillo,  and  Mignel 
Diaz  de  Auz.  Martin  Lopez,  the  ship-builder,  also  joined,  in  the  character  of 
chief  pilot.  Herrera,  dec.  iii.  lib.  i.  cap.  xiL  xxi.,  has  Francisco  de  Verdngo, 
of  Ar^valo,  instead  of  Diaz  de  Auz,  but  Bemal  Diaz  names  him  as  one  of  Sie 
company  captains  under  Olid,  and  he  ought  to  know  better  in  this  respect. 
He  also  names  a  second  Caravajal,  Zamora,  a  ship-master,  afterward  settled 
in  Oajaca,  Colmenero,  Gines  Kortes,  and  Lenna.  ilist,  Verdad,,  138. 

A  The  smallest  was  soon  set  aside  as  useless.  There  was  some  trouble  in 
obtaining  rowers,  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the  employment  in  Spain  of 
criminals  in  that  capacity.  Hidalgos  shrank  from  anything  that  could  be  re- 
garded as  common  labor,  and  even  ordinaiy  sailors  refused  to  handle  a  branded 
implement.  In  this  dilemma  a  list  was  made  of  all  natives  of  seaports,  and 
of  those  known  to  be  able  fishermen,  and  finally  the  selected  number  were 
ordered  to  take  the  oar,  re>(ardless  of  caste. 

^  So  says  Cortes,  Cartas,  208.  Bemal  Diaz  as  usual  implies  a  smaller  num- 
ber by  statinff  that  Gort^  sent  to  ask  for  only  20,000  men  from  the  republics. 
Hist.  Verdcul.f  137-8.  The  Cholultecs,  he  says,  who  had  maintained  a  neu- 
tral attitude  since  the  massacre  there,  sent  a  small  force  under  their  own 
captain.  Gomara  allows  60,000  allies  to  come ;  Vetancurt  90,000,  of  whom 
60,000  are  Tlascaltecs;  Clavi^ero  limits  tlie  arriyal  to  50,000  Tlascaltecs,  the 
whole  number  of  allies  swelling  gradually  to  over  200,000,  while  Herrera 
makes  that  number  arrive  within  two  days ;  Ixtlilxochitl  names  thirteen  chiefB, 
who  commanded  the  50,000  Tlascaltecs  (a  misprint  gives  5000),  and  some 
of  those  leading  the  10,000  Huexotzincas ;  he  also  allows  10,000  Cholultecs;  of 
his  own  Tezcucans  he  ckdms  over  200,000  to  have  come,  50,000  each  being 
furnished  by  the  provinces  of  Tezcuco,  Otumba,  T^uhoohu<^  and  Chaloo,  with 
Tepeaca,  Quauhnahuiac,  etc. ;  8000  chiefs  or  nobles  joined  besides  from  Tescuco* 
and  50,000  laborers  in  addition,  it  seems.  Hisik  Ckich, ,  313 ;  Hor,  Crueidades^  20l 
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waved  high  the  banners  of  the  diflferent  corps.  Cortes 
went  forth  to  meet  them  with  grand  demonstrations, 
and  as  they  marched  past  loud  vivas*  rent  the  air. 

On  the  28th  of  April  Cortds  had  mustered  his 
forces  and  found  that,  with  the  several  reenforcements 
lately  arrived,  there  were  present  over  nine  hundred 
Spaniards,  of  whom  eighty- six  were  horsemen  and 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  cross-bowmen  and  arque- 
busiers;^  the  rest  being  armed  with  swords  and  shields 
and  the  more  formidable  pikes.  They  were  well  pro- 
tected with  cotton  armor,  many  having  cuirasses  and 
corselets,  and  small  weapons  were  not  wanting.  The 
artillery  consisted  of  three  heavy  iron  guns,  fifteen 
smaller  pieces  of  bronze,  mostly  distributed  among 
the  vessels,  with  ten  quintals  of  powder  and  a  quan- 
tity of  shot,  while  some  fifty  thousand  arrows  had 
been  furnished  by  the  Tezcucan  towns,  all  fitted 
according  to  pattern  with  copper  tips.® 

Not  only  had  the  Spaniards,  particularly  the  new 
recruits,  been  well  exercised  in  cavalry  movements, 
target  practice,  fencing,  and  pike  drill,  but  the  allies 
had  been  trained  to  a  certain  extent  in  European 
tactics.  For  eflBciency  and  good  conduct  this  army 
rose  far  above  any  yet  mustered  in  the  Indies.  In 
the  usual  speech  before  the  ranks,  Cortds  pointed  out 
how  God  had  favored  them  with  constant  victories 
and  with  reenforcements  which  had  nearly  doubled 
their  number  and  resources.  They  might  indeed  be 
hopeful,  for  holy  was  their  cause.  Full  of  confidence 
they  could  march  against  the  only  stronghold  yet 
opposed  to  them,  avenge  their  slaughtered  comrades, 
and  win  riches  and  glory  for  themselves. 

•*  ViuAcl  Emperador  nuestro  sefior,  y  Castilla,  Castillo,  Tlascala,  Tlascala !' 
Benud  Diaz,  loc.  cit.  It  took  three  days  for  the  auxiliaries  to  enter,  says 
Ojeda,  and  great  as  was  Tezcuco,  there  was  not  room  for  them.  Herrera,  dec. 
ill.  lib.  1.  cap.  xii.    Bemal  Diaz  reduces  the  days  to  hours. 

"^CorUs,  Cartas,  206.  Oomara  agrees,  Hist.  Mex.,  191,  but  Bemal  Diaz 
gives  the  number  as  84  horsemen,  650  soldiers  with  swords,  shields,  and  lances, 
and  194  archers  and  arquebusiers.  loc.  cit. 

^  Some  half  a  dozen  towns  furnished  8000  each  within  eight  days.  The 
feathers  were  fastened  by  the  archers  with  glue  from  the  cattle  root.  They 
kept  two  strings  and  as  many  catches,  and  maintained  their  skill  by  target 
jpractioe.  Id, 
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On  Whitmonday,  the  20th  of  May,  an  apportion- 
ment of  the  troops  was  made  to  Alvarado,  Olid,  and 
Sandoval,  who  led  the  cavalry  in  person,  but  directed 
the  movements  of  the  infantry  through  captains,  and 
of  the  allies  through  native  chiefs.  Each  received 
from  twenty-four  to  tliirty  horsemen,  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty  infantry,  divided  into  two  or  three  battahons, 
with  a  proportionate  number  of  arquebusiers,  cross- 
bowmen,  guns,  and  ammunition,  besides  from  twenty 
to  forty  thousand  allies.  To  Sandoval  was  given  the 
smallest  number  of  horse  and  the  largest  number  of 
allies,  those  gathered  at  Chalco  having  orders  to 
await  him,  while  Alvarado  received  a  full  half  of  the 
Tlascaltec  force,  with- whom  the  Tonatiuh  was  a  great 
favorite.  To  this  leader  Tlacopan  was  assigned  for 
head-quarters;  to  Olid,  Coyuhuacan;  and  Sandoval  re- 
ceived orders  to  complete  the  destruction  of  Iztapa- 
lapan,  and  then  to  advance  through  Coyuhuacan  and 
along  one  of  the  southern  causeways,  and  there  to 
select  his  head-quarters,  under  the  protection  of  the 
brigantines.  These  appointments  and  orders  under- 
went several  changes  during  the  siege.  For  himself 
Cortes  selected  the  management  of  the  fleet,  whereon 
so  much  depended  during  the  opening  of  the  siege, 
and  in  addition  to  its  ships'  companies  of  three  hun- 
dred men  he  was  supported  by  several  thousand 
allies,  chiefly  TezcucaniS  under  Ixtlilxochitl,  who  at- 
tended in  a  large  number  of  canoes.  This  selection 
hardly  pleased  the  army,  which  considered  their  oper- 
ations the  most  important  and  dangerous,  and  there- 
fore in  need  of  Cortes'  supervision.  But  he  evidently 
never  intended  to  remain  with  the  fleet  except  at  the 
beginning.® 

'The  distribution  of  forces  as  civen  by  Cortes  stands  thus :  To  Alvarado, 
90  horse,  18  arquebusiers  and  archers,  150  sword  and  shield  men,  and  over 
25,000  Tlascaltecs ;  to  Olid,  33  horse,  18  archers  and  arauebusiers,  160  sword 
and  shield  men,  and  over  20,000  allies ;  to  Sandoval,  24  norse,  4arquebasierB» 
13  archers,  150  sword  and  shield  men,  and  over  30,000  allies  from  Huexotzinco, 
Cholula,  and  Chalco.  Cartas^  207.  Others  differ  more  or  less,  some  giving 
details  that  hardly  accord  with  the  totals.  Bemal  Diaz  names  as  Alvaiado's 
three  captains  his  brother  Jorge  de  Alvarado,  Gutierre  de  Badajoz,  and 
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The  following  day  the  allied  forces  apportioned  to 
^Alvarado  and  Olid  were  ordered  to  march  in  advance, 
for  ^eater  convenience,  to  the  border  of  Tezcuco 
province  and  there  await  the  Spaniards.  Not  many 
iiours  after  their  departure  a  messenger  appeared  with 
the  announcement  that  Xicotencati,  the  companion 
general  of  Chichimecatl,  had  disappeared.  Inquiries 
revealed  that  shortly  before  his  cousin  Piltecuhtli  had 
been  severely  and  wantonly  struck  by  a  soldier  during 
a  quarrel  over  some  carriers.  In  order  to  save  the. 
soldier  from  the  wrath  of  Cortes,  Ojeda,  the  Spanish 
inspecting  officer  over  the  allied  forces,  smoothed  the 
matter  and  sent  the  injured  nobleman  home.  It  was 
claimed  by  some  that  this  outrage  had  so  wounded 
Xicotencati  that  he  followed  his  cousin.  Others  as- 
sumed that  both  chiefs  were  in  love  with  the  same 
woman,  and  that  Xicotencati  could  not  bear  to  leave 
his  rival  alone  in  the  field.  But  the  true  reason  lay 
no  doubt  in  his  dislike  to  fight  for  the  Spaniards, 
whom  he  had  never  ceased  to  oppose,  openly  and  in 
secret,  as  invaders  bent  on  the  enslavement  of  the 
whole  country.  This  idea,  if  faint  at  first,  had  become 
more  fixed  with  every  fresh  blow  against  his  personal 
ambition,  such  as  the  first  series  of  defeats  which 
plucked  from  him  his  just  renown;  the  equal  or  per- 
haps superior  position  assigned  in  the  native  army  to 
Chichimecatl,  of  whom  he  appears  to  have  been  deeply 

Andr^  de  Monjaraz,  the  latter  an  agreeable,  bright-faced  fellow  of  about 
32  yeskn,  always  suffering  from  a  Lotharian  diseajse  which  prevented  him 
fron»  doing  anything.  The  three  captains  under  Olid  were  Andr^  de  T^pia* 
a  growing  favorite  of  Cortes*,  Francisco  Verduco,  the  unconscious  fellow-con- 
spirator  of  Villafafie,  and  Francisco  de  Lugo,  tiie  natural  son  of  a  prominent 
estate-holder  at  Medina  del  Campo.  Sandoval  had  but  two  captains,  the  in- 
sinuating Pedro  de  Ircio,  and  Luis  Marin  of  San  Liicar,  a  muscular  and 
4la8bing  fellow,  of  Moniaraz*  age,  with  an  open  blonde  face,  somewhat  pitted, 
and  possessed  of  a  voluble  tongue.  HUft.  Verdud,,  139,  240,  246.  Ixtlilxochitl 
gives  a  longer  list,  which  is  clearly  wrong  in  many  respects,  and  he  adds  some 
names  of  native  leaders.    Alvarado  kept  the  Tlascaltecs  of  lizatkn  and  Te- 

g^ticpac;  Olid  those  of  Ocotelulco  and  Quiahuiztlan.  Biitt.  Chich.,  313-14. 
e  further  states  that  his  namesake  joined  Ck)rt^*  fleet  with  16,000  canoes, 
containing  50,000  Tezcucans,  of  whom  8000  were  nobles.  Hor.  Crueldades,  21. 
Brasseur  de  Bourbourg  follows  this  author  in  many  respects,  improving  some- 
what on  the  names.  Herrera  names  five  of  the  sub-captains,  amoug  tJiem 
Hernando  de  Lerma  of  Galicia.  dec.  iii.  lib.  i.  cap.  xiL 
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jealous;^  and  the  prospect  of  a  wearisome  and  un- 

Profitable  campaign,  wherein  he  must  be  content  to 
gure  as  a  subonlinate,  not  only  of  Alvarado,  but 
subject  perhaps  to  the  orders  of  pett^  Spanish  offi- 
cers. All  this  became  too  galling  to  his  proud  spirit, 
and  with  a  few  followers  he  turned  toward  his 
mountain  home. 

It  would  never  do  to  countenance  desertion,  and 
by  so  prominent  a  man,  at  the  very  opening  of  a 
campaign ;  and  Cortes  immediately  sent  a  number  of 
troopers  in  pursuit,  with  instructions  to  represent  to 
the  chief  the  gravity  of  his  offence,  which  cast  a  heavy 
stain  on  Tlascaltec  honor,  and  to  persuade  him  to  re- 
turn. They  speedily  overtook  him,  only  to  meet  with 
insolence.  He  would  not  go  back;  if  his  people  had 
listened  to  him  they  would  not  now  be  tools  and  ser- 
vants of  a  horde  of  foreigners.  With  this  reply  the 
troops  were  forced  to  return.  "  This  cacique  is  incor- 
rigible," exclaimed  Cortes,  "  and  will  ever  be  a  traitor 
and  counsellor  to  evil.  I  have  had  enough  of  him!" 
The  troopers  were  at  once  sent  back,  accompanied  by 
an  alguacil  and  some  trusty  Tlascaltec  nobles,  with 
orders  to  arrest  the  fugitive  and  bring  him  to  Tez- 
cuco.  In  a  letter  to  the  republican  lords,  Cortfe  at 
the  same  time  complained  of  the  desertion  and  its 
grave  influence,  and  declared  that  according  to  Spanish 
law  the  penalty  was  death.  They  replied  that  the  same 
punishment  obtained  in  Tlascala;  and  not  only  do  they 
appear  to  have  actively  aided  in  surrendering  the  cul- 
prit, but  they  declared  all  his  property,  including 
wives  and  slaves,  confiscated  to  the  crown,  against 
which  he  had  sinned.^^     Indeed,  the  arrogance  of  the 

^°  *Iva  a  tomar  por  faerpa  el  Gacicazgo,  e  vasaallos,  y  tiena  del  vaiaoo 
Chichimecatecle, '^emo/Dios,  Iliet.  Verdad.,  199,  which  must  be  an  idle  rumor. 

^^  Some  time  later  when  Ojeda  went  to  Tlascala  for  supplies  he  brought 
back  the  confiscated  property,  including  a  quantity  of  treasure,  and  90 
women,  the  daughters,  servants,  etc.,  of  Xicotencatl.  Torquemada^  L  55S. 
The  Tlascaltec  laws  were  severe,  *£  Todio  partioolore,  che  portavano  a  quel 
Principe,  il  cui  orgoglio  non  potevano  pid  soffrire.'  Clavigero,  Storia  Mem.^ 
iii.  105.  Some  Tlascaltecs  say  his  father  had  warned  Gort^  against  his  son, 
and  ursed  his  death.  Bemal  Dtttz,  loc  cit.  Herrera  observes  that  he  oonld 
hardly  nave  been  seized  without  Tlascaltec  aid.  dec  iii  lib.  i.  cap.  zviL 
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young  chief  does  not  seem  to  have  endeared  him  to 
the  other  rulers.  Instantly  on  his  arrival  he  was 
sentenced  and  hanged  on  a  very  high  gallows,  while 
the  crier  and  interpreter  announced  his  crime. 

The  execution  of  so  prominent  a  chief,  heir  to  one 
of  the  rulers  among  his  best  allies,  was  an  act  which 
few  besides  Cortes  would  have  ventured  on;  but  he 
saw  the  necessity  for  a  firm  observance  of  discipline, 
and  was  not  deceived  in  the  salutary  eflfect  which  it 
had  on  the  allies."  There  were  not  many  Tlascaltecs 
left  in  Tezcuco,  or  a  serious  demonstration  might  have 
occurred;  as  it  was,  the  mantle  and  maxtli  of  the  de- 
ceased were  secured,  and  an  eager  contest  ensued  for 
them  as  relics.  Axayacatzin  Xicotencatl  had  achieved 
fame  before  the  advent  of  the  Spaniards.  ^^ 

Alvarado  and  Olid  had  set  out  from  Tezcuco  for 
Tlacopan  with  their  Spanish  forces  on  the  22d  of 
May,"  taking  the  same  route  by  which  Cortds  had 
returned  from  the  Xochimilco  campaign,  and  though 
longer  than  that  north  of  Tezcuco  Lake,  yet  it  was 
easier  and  safer.  On  approaching  Acolman,  Olid  sent 
a  party  in  advance  to  secure  quarters,  and  when  Alva- 
rado arrived  he  found  every  house  bearing  the  green 
bough  on  the  roof,  which  indicated  occupancy.  This 
raised  a  tumult  between  the  parties,  and  even  the 
captains  would  have  come  to  blows  but  for  the  inter- 

"  Ojeda,  in  Herrera^  loc.  cit. .  SoUb,  Hist.  Mex, ,  iL  379,  thinks  that  it  would 
have  been  hazardons  to  hang  him  at  Tezcuco,  where  many  Tlascaltecs  were 

Sthered ;  but  he  forgets  that  nearly  all  this  people  had  already  set  out  for 
ezico.  His  supposition  is  based  on  Bemal  Diaz,  who  intimates  that  he  was 
not  hanf^  in  Tezcuco.  Alvarado  had  pleaded  for  his  life,  and  Cort^,  while 
pretendmg  compliance,  secretly  ordered  the  alguacil  to  despatch  him.  HitA. 
Verdad.,  139. 

^'Ck>rt6s  divided  the  lordship  of  the  chieftain  afterward  between  his  two 
BODS,  and  the  name  of  Xicotencatl  has  been  perpetuated  by  more  than  one 
line,  as  Gamargo  shows  in  his  Hisi,  Tlax.  Two  officers  of  that  name  figured 
during  the  American  invasion  of  1847  in  defence  of  their  country.  Brcuseur 
dt  Bourbourg,  Hist,  Nat.  Civ.,  iv.  447. 

'^  Most  writers  say  the  lOth,  misled  by  an  error  in  Cortis,  CartaSf  208;  and 
this  error  causes  Prescott,  among  others,  to  fall  into  more  than  one  mistake, 
which  he  upholds  with  vain  arguments.    On  earlier  pages  in  the  Cartas  are 

S'ven  dates  in  connection  with  reliffious  festivids  which  show  that  Whitsun- 
ly  fell  on  the  19th  of  May,  and  the  departure  took  place  three  days  later. 
Banal  Diaz  gives  the  13th,  and  says  that  the  Xicotencatl  afbor  had  detained 
them  a  day.    He  afterward  varies  the  date. 
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ference  of  friends.  Informed  of  the  trouble,  Cortfe 
took  steps  to  reconcile  them,  although  the  two  leaders 
never  renewed  their  former  intimacy. 

On  the  evening  of  the  fourth  day  they  reached 
Tlacopan,  which  was  deserted,  as  were  all  the  town» 
along  the  route."  Late  as  was  the  hour,  forages  and- 
reconnoissances  were  made,  involving  a  skirmish  with. 
the  Mexicans.  The  following  day,  Sunday,  Olid  pro- 
ceeded to  Chapultepec  to  cut  the  aqueduct  which, 
supplied  the  city,  a  task  which  involved  another  en- 
counter wherein  a  score  of  Mexicans  fell.  Meanwhile 
the  canals  were  filled  and  other  obstacles  removed 
which  might  impede  a  free  advance,  and  foraging 
tours  were  made.  The  Mexicans  continued  to  harass 
the  operations  with  repeated  sallies,  and  finally  Alva- 
rado,  with  characteristic  rashness,  pursued  them  until 
his  troops  were  well  advanced  between  the  houses  and 
bridges.  The  Mexicans,  who  had  retreated  on  pur- 
pose, now  rolled  back  upon  his  front  and  flanks.  The 
roofs,  hitherto  deserted,  teemed  with  slingers  and 
archers,  who  showered  their  naissiles  with  terrible 
effect,  while  from  the  lanes  and  openings  between  the 
houses  sprang  numbers  who  assailed  the  cramped 
soldiers  with  their  long  lances,  swords,  and  clubs,  and 
leaped  back  into  their  holes  and  canoes  and  behind 
breastworks  whenever  they  were  pressed.  The  allies 
were  ordered  back,  and  the  Spaniards  slowly  retreated, 
with  a  loss  of  eight  killed  and  fifty  wounded,  glad  to 
be  reUeved  from  their  strait. 

Olid  was  highly  incensed  with  Alvarado  for  his  rash- 
ness, and  regardless  of  all  remonstrance  he  seized  the 
pretext  to  hasten  the  departure  to  his  own  camp  at 
Coyuhuacan.  He  established  his  head-quarters  on 
Corpus  Christi  day,  the  30th  of  May,  and  from  th^ 
date,  accordingly,  Clavigero  and  many  others  date  the 
beginning  of  the  siege.  The  causeway  leading  thence 
to  Mexico  was  broken,  and  he  sought  for  several  days 

'^They  paeaed  round  Zumpanffo  Lake,  through  Quauhtitlan  and  TenajrcK 
can.  CorUs,  Cartas,  210;  Bemal  2>tas»  H%9L  Verdad.,  139. 
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to  cover  the  breaches  and  gain  a  footing  upon  it,  but 
without  success.  The  Mexican  warriors  displayed 
great  spirit,  and  their  leaders  are  to  be  blamed  for 
not  energetically  assuming  the  offensive  and  attack- 
ing the  two  camps. 

The  Mexicans  had  not  quite  understood  the  drift 
of  Cortes'  delay  and  preliminary  manoeuvres.  When 
they  found  two  camps  established,  the  aqueduct  de- 
stroyed, and  earnest  preparations  in  progress  for  in- 
vestment, their  eyes  were  opened;  but  they  were 
then  too  bewildered  to  act  with  promptness  and 
precision.  The  chronicles  relate  that  Quauhtemotzin 
held  a  grand  council  to  consider  the  situation,  and 
to  sound  the  spirit  of  the  people  for  peace  or  war, 
so  that  there  might  be  no  faltering  when  necessity 
came.  A  number  indeed  of  the  elder  and  wiser  lords, 
particularly  of  the  Montezuma  faction,  spoke  of  the 
formidable  enginery  and  strength  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  their  host  of  allies,  and  expressed  fears  of  failure. 
With  the  occupation  of  all  the  surrounding  territory, 
and  the  influx  of  people  from  abroad,  the  food  supply 
might  fall  short,  and  famine  and  sickness  ensue.  !But 
the  young  men  and  the  warriors,  as  might  be  ex- 
pected, would  listen  to  no  counsellor  whose  words 
implied  cowardice;  they  were  enthusiastic  for  resist- 
ance, and  formed  too  numerous  a  party  to  allow  the 
entertaining  of  peace  proposals.  Quauhtemotzin  cau- 
tiously refrained  from  committing  himself/*  but  re- 

^'  'Jtanha  qnisieroxx  Paz  [the  Aztecs];  y  amique  k  la  postre  la  recibieron, 
el  Rei  no  la  aceptb,  porqae  al  principio,  contra  su  Consejo,  la  rehuaaron.' 
Torquemaday  i.  572.  Gomara  says  the  same,  but  Daran,  the  historian  of  his 
dynasty,  declares  that  he  loyed  too  much  to  rule  and  to  display  his  personal 
▼alor  ever  to  listen  to  peace  proposals.  Hist.  Intl.,  MS.,  ii  490.  On  the  fol- 
lowing pages  he  gives  a  speecn  by  this  ruler,  painting  the  shame  and  evil  of 
surrender.  Before  this,  according  to  the  native  records  of  Sahagun,  Cort^ 
had  invited  Quauhtemotzin,  under  promise  of  security,  to  a  conference,  in 
order  to  explain  his  motives  for  the  campaign.  Kot  wishing  to  appear  afraid, 
the  Aztec  monarch  came  to  the  rendezvous  near  Acachmanco,  in  a  state 
barge,  attended  by  several  nobles.  Cortes  arrived  in  a  brigantine.  He  re- 
viewed the  allegiance  tendered  to  the  Spanish  sovereign,  the  revolt,  precipi- 
tated by  Alvarado*s  effort  to  anticipate  the  murderous  mot,  and  the  subsequent 
slaughter  of  Spaniards  and  robl^ry  of  tresAures.    These  unjustifiable  and 
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minded  the  assembly  that  the  oracles  of  their  gods 
and  heroic  ancestors  had  above  all  to  be  listen^  to 
in  so  important  a  matter  as  the  preservation  of  the 
homes  and  sacred  temples  intrusted  to  their  care. 
He  knew  well  what  answer  would  come  from  the 
priests,  whose  possessions,  wealth,  and  honors  de- 
pended on  the  exclusion  of  invaders,  aiming  above  all 
at  the  overthrow  of  their  religion.  "My  people  shall 
not  fear  the  enemv,"  spake  the  war-god  Huitzilo- 
pochtli,  "for  the  allied  hosts  will  not  persevere  long 
m  the  siege,  and  I  will  scatter  the  Cafitilians  now  as 
hitherto."  This  utterance  suited  many  views,  and 
the  declaration  for  war  was  solemnized  by  sacrifices 
of  human  beings,  including  the  four  Spaniards  lately 
captured." 

Kenewed  efforts  were  made  to  fortify  and  supply 
the  city,  and  canoes  were  collected  to  aid  in  the  defence. 
With  insolent  assurance,  derived  from  the  oracles, 
corps  of  warriors  would  advance  close  to  the  Spanish 
camps  and  vent  their  feelings  with  insults  and  menaces, 
"  Men  of  evil,  you  shall  pay  for  your  madness  I  Behold, 
the  gods  have  already  feasted  on  your  bodies  I"  they 
cried,  flinging  in  among  the  horr&ed  soldiers  pieces 
of  their  sacrificed  comrades.  "  Our  snakes  shall  drink 
your  blood,  and  our  tigers  devour  your  flesh,  though 
they  are  already  satiated  therewith.  And  you,  in- 
famous Tlascaltecs,  slaves  and  traitors!  you  shall 
atone  for  your  misdeeds;  you  shall  die  a  bad  death, 
and  furnish  flesh  for  our  banquets  I    Behold  I"    And 

<nyiiimfl.n  outiiigM  he  had  come  to  avenffe ;  and  he  would  not  stay  his  hand 
till  the  enemies  of  his  king  and  God  had  been  driven  forth.  Quanhtemotdn 
merely  replied  tiiat  he  accepted  war,  and  thereupon  retomed  to  the  city. 
Sahagun,  Hial.  Conq,  (ed.  1840),  147-^50.  Torquemada,  I  543,  and  Brassear 
de  Bourbonrg  adopt  this  stor7,  the  latter  stating  that  the  Aztec  ruler  pro- 
posed to  consult  his  council.  £ut  Glavigero  rightly  assumes  that  the  interview 
never  took  place.  All  other  records  say  that  Quauhtemotzin  persistently  re- 
fused ever  to  speak  with  Cort^,  even  from  behind  his  waUs. 

17  Many  captives  had  been  secured  during  recent  raids  on  Chalco  and 
Tezcuco,  and  other  parts,  so  that  there  was  no  lack.  The  native  victuns 
numbered  4000,  it  1b  said,  fferrera,  dec.  iii  lib.  i.  cap.  zvii.  *A11  boys,' 
says  Oviedo,  iii  615.  *Yo  bien  creo  que  fuerO  mnchas,  mas  no  tantas. 
Oomara,  loc.  cit.  The  limbs  of  the  Spaniards  were  sent  to  different  prov- 
inoes  to  frighten  the  inhabitants.  Benud  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad,,  135. 
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therewith  they  threw  in  disjointed  pieces  of  dusky 
human  bodies.  "  We  shall  not  rest  till  your  land  is 
desolated,  and  not  a  man  or  woman  left  to  perpetuate 
your  vile  race."  Unabashed  by  this  tirade  the  Tlas- 
caltecs  told  them  not  to  threaten  like  women,  but  to 
act  like  men.  Still  it  were  better  for  them  to  yield 
unless  they  wished  to  be  destroyed. 

Cortds  had  been  delayed  till  the  fleet  should  be  fully 
preparied.  On  the  31st  of  May,  following  Corpus 
Christi  day,  he  was  able  to  despatch  Sandoval,  who, 
reenforced  by  some  forty  thousand  allies  awaiting  him 
on  the  Chalco  border,  marched  against  Iztapalapan. 
Although  severely  crippled  by  Cortes'  expedition,  this 
town  still  figured  as  a  stronghold  of  too  great  im- 
portance .  to  be  left  in  the  rear.  Advised  of  the 
movement,  the  Mexicans  hurried  by  road  and  water 
to  aid  in  covering  the  retreat  of  the  inhabitants. 
Suddenly  smoke  columns  were  observed  in  different 
parts  of  the  lake,  and  cries  of  alarm  ran  through  the 
town.  Yet  more  and  more  hurriedly  the  people  fled,  and 
while  one  body  of  warriors  retired  along  the  causeway 
to  Mexico,  others  departed  in  canoes.  The  Spanish 
forces  pressed  onward  in  close  pursuit,  and  slaughter, 
pillage,  and  torch  accompanied  them.  The  chief  cause 
of  the  panic  was  the  appearance  of  the  brigantines, 
which  had  set  sail  shortly  after  SandovaVs  departure, 
attended  by  a  large  number  of  Tezcucan  canoes^® 
whose  object  was  to  cooperate  against  Iztapalapan. 
On  approaching  it  the  vessels  passed  close  to  a  steep 
rocky  isle,  the  Tepepulco,  since  known  as  El  Penol 
del  Marquds,^'  occupied  by  a  large  number  of  fiigitives 
who  shouted  defiance,  and  showered  stones  and  arrows. 
Finding  that  Sandoval  required  no  aid,  Cortds  re- 

^'  IxtUlzochitl  states  in  one  place  that  his  namesake  remained  at  Tezcuco 
to  raise  troops  and  to  arrange  for  regular  trains  of  supplies  for  the  Spanish 
camps.  In  another  relation  ne  allows  him  to  accompany  Ck)rt^  with  16,000 
canoes.  Hor,  Orueldades,  21 ;  Helacioiij  314.  The  canoes  which  now  attended 
the  fleet  appear  to  have  served  chiefly  as  transports. 

"  Owned  even  under  republican  rule  by  the  heirs  of  Cortte,  as  a  tetzontU 
quarry. 

Hzsz.  Mix.,  Tol.  X.   40  , 
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solved  to  inflict  a  lesson  on  the  insolent  islanders. 
The  Mexicans  appeared  confident  in  the  impregnable 
strength  of  the  rock,  and  gave  so  warm  a  reception  to 
the  hundred  and  fifty  men  with  whom  Cortes  began 
to  climb  it,  that  fully  a  score  were  wounded  at  the 
onset.  The  brigantines  turned  their  guns  upon  them, 
however,  and  under  this  cover  the  soldiers  speedily 
gained  the  summit,  there  to  wreak  bloody  vengeance. 
Not  a  man  was  spared,  only  the  women  and  children. 
"It  was  a  beautiful  victory  I"  exclaims  Cortes. 

While  they  were  pillaging,  a  large  fleet  of  canoes, 
five  hundred  at  the  lowest  estimate,^  was  seen  to  ap- 
proach from  the  direction  of  Mexico,  bristling  with 
iztli  points,  which  found  a  gleaming  reflection  in  the 
smooth  waters  of  the  lake.  Cortis  ordered  an  im- 
mediate return  to  the  brigantines,  and  rowed  them 
forward  into  an  extended  Une.  He  had  longed  for  an 
opportunity  like  this,  to  meet  a  formidable  fleet  upon 
which  the  brigantines  might  inflict  a  lesson  severe 
enough  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  enemy  to  their  invin- 
cible power;  for  "  in  them  lay  the  key  of  war,"  as  he 
expressed  it.  Unfortunately  the  wind  was  so  light  as 
barely  to  flap  the  sails.  The  hostile  fleet  had  already 
drawn  up  in  good  order  just  beyond  range,  evidently 
puzzled  at  the  passive  attitude  of  the  monster  vessels, 
yet  shouting  defiance.^^  Cortes  stood  chafing  with 
impatience,  for  without  wind  his  greatest  advantage 
would  be  lost,  and  his  position  even  become  precarious. 
Just  then  the  waters  rippled  and  a  breeze  came  fk>m 
abaft  which  speedily  freshened.  "Ah,  Grod  favors  us !" 
he  cried,  and  with  a  grateful  gaze  toward  heaven  he 
gave  orders  to  advance  under  full  sail.  As  they  came 
close  to  the  enemy  a  blinding  volley  was  sent  pouring 
in  upon  them  from  the  whole  line,  from  guns,  arque- 

^CortiB,  Cartas,  211.  Bemal  Diaz  raises  the  ntunber  to  4000,  Peter  Martyr 
to  5000,  while  Vetancurt  assumes  that  the  500  were  merely  the  van.  Teairo 
Mex.,  pt.  ill.  158. 

'^  Oviedo  writes  that  they  were  sacrificing  boys  to  propitiate  the  gods.  ilL 
516.  '  La  flota  q  les  parecio  no  dar  batalla  con  tan  pocas  y  can«ada«,  *  ofaserres 
Qomara^  Hist,  Mex,,  194. 
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buses,  and  cross-bows,  and  while  the  natives  were  trying 
to  recover  from  their  confusion,  from  out  the  smoke 
burst  the  ponderous  bows,  crashing  into  the  lines  of 
canoes,  overturning,  breaking,  and  sinking.  In  the 
vessels'  wake  were  wrecks  and  struggling  bodies,  while 
the  few  canoes  which  had  escaped  by  passing  between 
the  ships  struggled  to  escape  the  Tezcucan  boats  in 
the  rear.  At  the  first  encounter  the  canoes  in  the  far- 
ther lines  turned  in  hot  haste  for  home,  as  did  a  vast 
number  of  others  which  had  ventured  forth,  partly 
with  reenforcements,  partly  with  spectators.  But  the 
clumsy -looking  vessels  sped  faster,  pursuing  their 
career  of  destruction  for  three  leagues,  into  the  very- 
canals  of  the  city,  whence  they  turned  back  to  pick 
up  captives.  The  victory  exceeded  the  wildest  hopes 
of  the  Spaniards,  as  Cortes  admits,  for  not  only  did 
the  Aztecs  lose  a  great  number  of  their  foremost 
warriors  and  their  best  canoes,  but  they  surrendered 
forever  to  the  formidable  craft  sovereignty  over  the 
lake  waters,  and  with  it  the  hope  of  assistance  from 
trans-lacustrine  allies. 

Encouraged  by  this  success.  Olid  advised  Alvarado, 
and  both  hastened  to  take  advantage  of  the  panic  to 
advance  along  the  causeways  and  effect  considerable 
execution,  impelled  as  they  were  with  emulation  and 
fresh  courage.^  Olid  had  advanced  close  to  Fort 
Xoloc,  which  with  its  stout  battlemented  walls  and 
towers  guarded  the  junction  of  the  southern  cause- 
ways, when  the  brigantines  approached  it  from  the 
eastern  side.  It  was  already  after  vespers;  neverthe- 
less Cortds  landed  to  cooperate  with  his  lieutenant 
and  pursue  the  advantage  gained.  A  breach  was 
made  in  the  wall  with  one  of  the  heavy  guns,  and 
under  cover  of  the  fleet's  artillery  the  place  was  soon 
carried.  Cortes  had  intended  to  make  Coyuhuacan 
his  head-quarters,  but  such  were  the  obvious  advan- 
tages of  Xoloc,  in  strength  and  in  position,  for  it  lay 

"AlTarado  advanced  as  far  as  the  first  wide  bridge,  but  lost  three  meau 
Mernal  IHtu,  HUt.  Verdad,,  141. 
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but  half  a  league  from  Mexico  and  was  connected  in 
the  rear  with  the  mainland  by  three  causeways,  that 
he  at  once  decided  to  establish  his  camp  there,  making 
it  also  his  naval  station. 

Enraged  rather  than  discouraged  by  the  several 
defeats,  Quauhtemotzin  ordered  a  night  attack  on 
Xoloc,  contrary  to  native  custom.  They  approached 
both  by  sea  and  land,  but  owing  to  their  noise  they 
were  observed,  and  driven  back-  by  the  artillery. 
The  fort  was  not  very  strong  on  the  northern  side, 
and  the  force  within  was  small;  but  in  the  morning 
half  of  Olid's  troops  came  to  reenforce  him,  together 
with  fifty  of  SandoyaVs  infantry.  The  addition  was  op- 
portune, for  the  Mexicans  were  advancing  in  swarms 
along  the  causeway  as  well  as  by  water,  this  time 
on  the  inner  side  of  the  road  where  the  vessels  could 
not  reach  them.  The  heavy  guns  soon  cleared  a 
space  on  the  roadway,  but  as  the  soldiers  pursued 
they  suffered  severely  from  the  canoes,  which  not 
only  showered  missiles  but  aflPorded  retreat  for  the 
sallying  parties.  Orders  were  accordingly  given  to 
cut  a  passage  through  the  embankment,  so  that  the 
four  brigantines  might  enter  to  clear  the  inner  basin. 
By  this  means  the  Spaniards  were  able  to  advance  to 
the  very  entrance  of  the  city  and  inflict  some  damage, 
while  the  remaining  vessels  explored  the  waters  be- 
yond, and  drove  back  canoes  and  fired  buildings  in 
the  suburbs. 

Sandoval  at  the  same  time  advanced  along  the 
causeway  from  Iztapalapan  to  Coyuhuacan.  It  was 
a  league  and  a  half  in  length,  and  a  quarter  of  a 
league  from  shore  it  passed  through  an  island  town, 
which  was  captured  and  burned.  Advised  of  this, 
Quauhtemotzin  directed  a  fleet  to  cut  the  causeway 
and  entrap  the  Spaniards;  but  before  long  two  of  the 
vessels  were  able  to  relieve  Sandoval,  who  thereupon 
left  a  portion  of  his  troops,  including  the  allies,  at 
Coyuhuacan,  and  joined  his  chief  with  the  remainder. 
Nearly  a  week  was  occupied  in  strengthening  Fort 
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Xoloc,  arranging  the  camp,  and  bringing  in  sup- 
plies, during  which  time  desultory  skirmishings  were 
maintained,  wherein  Sandoval  among  others  received 
wounds*  The  brigantines  roamed  incessantly  and  in- 
flicted great  damage,  entering  on  one  occasion  for  a  long 
distance  a  canal  which  led  into  the  suburbs."  Canoes 
no  longer  ventured  abroad  when  a  sail  was  in  sights 
and  the  Mexicans  began  to  protect  the  water  ap- 
proaches and  channels  with  stakes. 

In  order  to  complete  the  investment  of  the  city  it 
was  only  necessary  to  occupy  ^le  northern  causeway 
to  Tepeyacac,  along  which  the  besieged  maintained  a 
steady  intercourse  with  the  mainland.  Advised  of 
this  neglect  by  Alvarado,  the  general  ordered  San- 
doval to  form  a  camp  at  that  town^  with  one  hundred 
and  forty  Spaniards,  of  whom  twenty -three  were 
horsemen,  and  a  full  proportion  of  allies.  Alvarado 
had  half  as  many  more  infantry  and  a  few  more  cav- 
alry, while  two  hundred  infantry  were  quartered  at 
Xoloc,  supported  besides  by  a  cavalry  force  in  the 
rear,  and  by  Olid's  party,  with  whom  remained  the 
largest  proportion  of  allies,  now  over  eighty  thousand^ 
according  to  Cortes'  own  statement.  The  fort  could 
not  hold  them,  and  they  accordingly  encamped  at 
Coyuhuacan,  which  lay  more  convenient  for  supplies^ 
and  must  be  occupied  to  watch  the  hostile  shore  and 
lake  towns  clustered  in  this  quarter.  The  brigantines 
carried  at  least  two  hundred  and  fifty  men.^ 

Everything  being  prepared,  Cortes  ordered  a  simul- 
taneous attack  from  all  the  camps,  so  as  to  divide  the 
attention  of  the  Mexicans  and  gain  all  possible  advan- 
tage.   He  himself  advanced   along  the  Iztapalapan 

"Probably  behind  the  mat  southern  levee.    See  Native  Haces,  ii.  564. 

>^Goinara  calk  it  wrongly  Xaltoca,  and  Eobertaon  oonfounda  it,  singularly 
enough,  with  Tezcuco.  Hist,  Am.,  ii.  114. 

^Cortis,  Cartas,  216-17.  The  greater  number  of  the  allies  came  daily 
from  their  camp  at  Coyuhuacan  to  join  Gort^  as  warriors  and  sappers.  Dig- 
ging and  similar  work  was  done  chiefly  by  Tezcucans.  Herrera  states  that 
the  vessels  of  Flores  and  Ruiz  de  la  Mota  were  placed  at  a  broken  causeway 
between  the  camps  of  Alvarado  and  Sandoval,  dec.  iiL  lib.  i.  cap.  xviL 
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causeway  with  the'  greater  part  of  his  infantry,  at- 
tended by  several  cavaliers  on  foot,  and  by  over 
eighty  thousand  allies,  while  a  vessel  skirted  the  road 
on  either  side.  There  was  more  than  one  breach  in 
the  road,  behind  which  were  posted  large  forces  of 
warriors  protected  by  intrenchments  of  earth  and 
masonry. 

Without  the  vessels  it  would  have  cost  much  time 
and  many  lives  to  cross;  but  the  well-directed  fire 
from  the  guns  and  arquebuses  on  the  flanks  and  rear 
of  the  enemy  soon  wrought  disorder,  which  enabled 
the  sallying  parties  to  'obtain  a  foothold.  Meanwhile 
a  number  of  infantry  had  swum  across  the  channel 
and  aided  to  drive  the  Mexicans  beyond  the  next 
breach.  The  same  manoeuvre  was  repeated  at  this 
and  the  other  chasms,  till  the  army  found  itself  at 
the  very  entrance  of  the  city,  protected  by  a  wider 
channel  than  the  preceding,  with  more  extensive  forti- 
fications, commanded  by  a  temple  tower.  This  with 
its  swarms  of  slingers  and  archers  made  the  capture 
difficult,  and  the  Mexicans  also  showed  more  deter- 
mination; but  the  guns  and  fusillade  could  not  be 
resisted,  and  soon  the  Spaniards  stood  within  the  city 
for  the  first  time  since  the  memorable  Noche  Triste. 
Revenge  seemed  already  secured,  and  the  lost  treas- 
ures almost  within  the  invaders'  grasp.  Cortes,  how- 
ever, did  not  permit  himself  to  be  carried  away  by  a 
momentary  success.  He  saw  the  main  street  beyond 
thronged  with  warriors  fiercely  bent  on  resistance, 
streets  as  far  as  the  distant  temple  of  the  war-god 
bordered  with  buildings,  each  a  fortress  in  itself,  while 
many  a  barricaded  channel  blocked  the  way. 

A  large  force  of  allies  had  been  left  to  fill  the 
chasm  and  level  the  ground  as  the  army  advanced, 
using  for  this  purpose  the  captured  intrenchments  and 
buildings,  or  even  material  from  the  causeway  itself 
This  work  was  under  the  direction  of  Diego  Hernandez, 
a  man  of  herculean  strength,  who  could  throw  a  stone 
with  a  force  and  precision,  it  was  said,  approximating 
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those  of  cannon.^  This  filling  of  the  chasms  enabled 
the  horses  to  be  brought  forward,  and  they  now  led 
tlie  charge  against  the  dense  masses  of  natives,  after 
the  arquebuses  had  effected  the  preliminary  clearing. 
Cortes  had  not  underestimated  the  annoyance  to  be 
encountered  from  the  archers  and  slingers  covering  the 
roofs  on  either  side;  but  the  operations  of  the  cavalry 
left  the  many  arquebusiers  and  cross-bowmen  at  liberty 
to  cover  the  points  of  approach  through  which  the  allies 
in  particular  poured  in  countless  numbers  with  side- 
arms  and  fire-brands.  The  progress  so  far  had  sur- 
passed all  anticipation;  but  now  the  Spaniards  came  to 
a  canal  from  which  the  retreating  Mexicans  removed 
the  few  planks  remaining  of  the  bridge,  leaving  a  soli- 
tary beam.  Here  the  warriors  were  massed  in  greater 
confidence,  free  as  they  were  from  the  attack  of  vessels 
and  sheltered  by  strong  intrenchments,  while  the  ad- 
joining roofs,  equally  protected  by  the  canals,  teemed 
with  missile-throwers.  The  soldiers  tried  again  and 
again  to  cross  the  chasm,  only  to  be  driven  back  with 
injury.  The  volleys  from  cross-bows  and  fire-arms 
could  effect  but  little  damage  against  the  well  shel- 
tered warriors,  while  their  arrows  and  stones  came  in 
rattling  showers.  Finally  two  cannon  were  brought 
forward.  This  changed  the  issue,  for  a  breach  was 
speedily  made  in  the  intrenchments,  and  now  the  small- 
arms  were  able  to  cooperate  with  great  execution. 

After  a  delay  of  two  hours  the  soldiers  were  across; 
and  while  the  allies  filled  the  canal  they  again  pursued 
their  advance  along  the  avenue,  though  suffering  con- 
siderably from  the  roof  missiles.  They  now  came  to 
the  last  channel  in  the  street,  close  to  the  main  plaza, 
wherein  stood  the  famous  temple  of  Huitzilopochtli. 

The  advance  of  the  Spaniards  had  been  so  unex- 
pected and  rapid  that  the  Mexicans  had  not  thought 
of  fortifying  this  canal,  and  little  difficulty  was  met 
in  crossing.     But  beyond,  the  plaza  was  filled  with 

'^'Assezrador.  ..trabaj6  mas  que  mil  Indios.'  Herrera,  dec.  iii.  lib.  i. 
«ap.  xviii. 
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files  of  defenders,  determined  to  save  their  deities  and 
that  sacred  ground.  Greatly  frightened,  the  priests 
cried  out  to  them:  " Behold  1  it  was  here  upon  this 
spot  you  fought  these  beings  infernal  before,  and 
drove  them  itorth  in  shameful  flight;  the  gods  will 
help  you  again  I"  Even  the  Spanish  soldiers  were  im- 
pressed by  the  words  and  gestures  of  the  frantic 
devotees,  and  noted  their  effect  in  the  gleaming  eyes 
and  pressed  lips  of  the  warriors,  and  they  paused.  But 
presently  a  gun  was  brought  forward  and  directed 
against  the  packed  throng.  This  effected  a  backward 
movement.  "There  is  no  time  for  rest  or  fearl'* 
shouted  Cortes,  as  with  shield  in  hand  he  rushed 
forward.  With  a  thundering  Santiago  the  soldiers 
followed.  The  charge  was  irresistible,  and  already 
startled  by  the  mowing  cannon-balls  the  Mexicans 
took  refuge  within  the  temple  enclosure  and  in  the 
by-streets. 

The  Spaniards  followed  the  crowd  within  the  sacred 
grounds,  slashing  and  thrusting.  It  seemed  a  repeti- 
tion of  Alvarado's  massacre,  and  the  war-god,  thirst- 
ing for  blood,  might  now  have  his  fill.  In  a  few 
moments  not  a  warrior  was  left  round  the  temple^ 
only  prostrate  bodies.  Then  the  soldiers  prepared  to 
ascend  the  pyramid  to  hurl  down  the  idol  and  its  de- 
fenders. But  the  deity  was  aroused.  The  sombre 
notes  of  the  sacred  drum  struck  their  fearful  appeal 
on  every  heart,  "  Rouse  ye  to  your  imperilled  hearths 
and  temples  I"  It  was  but  now  the  Mexicans  observed 
that  the  death-dealing  horsemen  were  not  present,  for 
the  last  channel  had  not  yet  been  filled  to  afford  a 
crossing.  This  lent  them  courage,  and  on  the  foe  they 
quickly  rushed  from  lanes  and  houses,  while  down 
from  the  temple-top  came  a  doubly  inspired  avalanche. 
The  shock  was  overwhelming.  The  Spaniards  were 
forced  to  retire,  partly  in  disorder.  Cortes  made 
frantic  efforts  to  stay  the  flight,  and  at  the  gate 
a  momentary  rally  was  made  by  a  few;  but  what 
availed   that   handful  against  the  torrent  sweeping 
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onward,  headed  by  the  renowned  band  of  Quauhtin  ? 
Perforce  they  must  yield  and  join  the  troops  which 
were  in  such  hasty  flight  from  the  plaza  that  they 
even  abandoned  the  cannon.  Cortes  was  on  foot  in 
the  crowd,  and  his  voice  was  drowned  in  the  tumult. 
He  could  but  follow  with  the  wild  current,  which 
threatened  to  lead  into  another  disaster.  Just  then 
cries  of  alarm  burst  from  the  crowds  on  the  roofs,  and 
there  was  a  lull  in  the  shower  of  stones  and  darts,  and 
the  pressure  of  pursuers  relaxed.  The  next  moment 
the  ears  of  the  wandering  Spaniards  caught  the  clatter 
of  hoofs. 

The  cavalry  had  come  up;  a  revulsion  set  in.  They 
were  but  a  few,*^  but  enough  to  bring  back  to  the 
minds  of  the  Mexicans  their  original  and  ever  present 
fear  of  the  monsters,  for  they  knew  not  how  many 
might  be  coming  down  upon  them. 

The  infantry  followed  the  horsemen  with  inspiring 
cheers,  and  bore  unresisted  onward,  for  the  late 
bravery  of  the  foe  was  now  turned  to  cowardice. 
Before  long  the  Spaniards  had  penetrated  through 
the  plaza  and  occupied  once  more  the  temple  court. 
Once  more  their  looks  were  upward  toward  the 
summit  of  the  lofty  pyramid  consecrated  during  their 
former  occupation  to  the  holy  virgin;  and  while  the 
main  portion  of  the  troops  fought  the  now  ralljang 
Mexicans,  a  sturdy  handful  undertook  the  capture  of 
the  sanctuary.  A  dozen  chiefs  held  possession,  but 
naught  could  stay  the  fury  of  the  soldiers,  and  in  a 
few  moments  the  last  defender  had  yielded  his  spirit 
in  defense  of  his  faith. 

The  Spaniards  looked  in  vain  for  any  trace  of 
their  own  altar  and  symbols,  round  which  they  had 
so  oft  congregated  in  prayer.  In  their  stead  rose  a 
new  idol  jittering  with  ornaments  and  hideous  with 
devices,  while  fresh  stains  of  blood  spread  horror 
over  all.  The  gleam  of  gold  proved  all  absorbing, 
however,  and  hastily  the  jewels  and  the  golden  mask 

"  Only  three,  says  Cort^  and  othen. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


634  INVESTMENT  OF  MEXICX). 

were  torn  away,  and  then  the  head  of  the  idol  was 
struck  off  and  sent  clattering  below.^ 

There  was  time  for  nothing  more,  for  on  finding  so 
few  horsemen  present,  the  Quauhtin  knights  had  again 
made  an  effective  rally,  pressing  the  troops  closely. 
Fortunately  a  larger  force  of  cavalry  came  up  again 
to  turn  the  tide  of  battle  and  inflict  a  severe  lesson. 
As  it  was  late  by  this  time,  there  remained  no  choice 
but  that  of  returning  to  camp.  This  movement  gave 
fresh  confidence  to  the  Mexicans,  who  followed  in 
swarms,  harassing  from  roofs  and  lanes,  on  front  and 
flanks,  rushing  forward  with  renewed  fury  after  every 
charge  by  the  cavalry  which  covered  the  rear.  But 
for  the  horses  the  soldiers  would  have  suffered  severely; 
as  it  was,  the  retreat  proceeded  in  good  order,  and  as 
many  houses  as  possible  were  fired  with  a  view  to 
make  the  next  entry  safer.  On  approaching  the  cause- 
way the  canoe  crews,  composed  of  selected  warriors, 
fell  on  the  flanks  and  created  no  little  confusion  before 
they  were  driven  back.  After  this  no  diflSculty  was 
experienced  in  reaching  camp,  thanks  to  the  foresight 
of  Cortds,  who  had  ordered  the  channels  filled.^  The 
other  captains,  Alvarado  and  Sandoval,  had  performed 
their  share  in  the  day's  work,  and  although  they  do 
not  appear  to  have  reached  even  the  suburb,  detained 
by  the  many  breaches  and  other  obstacles  on  the 
causeways,  yet  the  diversion  created  by  their  attacks 

"  IxtlibEOchitl  allows  his  namesake  and  Cort^  to  figure  in  this  scene,  the 
former  cutting  off  the  idol's  head  while  the  general  secured  tiie  mask.  He 
states  that  the  temple  was  captured  during  the  first  entry  into  the  court. 
When  the  Mexicans  rallied,  Ixtlilxochitl  manaced  to  kill  their  general,  which 
BO  enraged  them  that  they  rushed  madly  on  ana  drove  back  the  Spamards  till 
the  horse  arrived.  Hoer,  CrvMadeSf  29-30.  His  version  is  adopted  in  the  main 
by  Prescott  and  others ;  but  there  are  several  discrepancies.  The  death  of  a 
general  as  a  rule  discouraged  native  armies.  Cort^,  who  would  not  have 
failed  to  claim  the  overthrow  of  the  idol,  states  that  it  was  effected  by  four  or 
five  Spaniards,  after  the  second  capture  of  the  court.  (7arto«,218.  His  presence 
was  needed  below  to  direct  operations.  Gomara's  text  must  have  misled  Ix- 
tlilxochitl and  others.  Hist,  Mex.,  197-^.  Herrera  and  Torquemada  adhere 
better  to  Cortds. 

^  Cort^  speaks  of  an  ambuscade  by  the  horsemen  wherein  30  Mexicans 
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proved  of  great  service  to  Cortes.  One  reason  for 
their  slower  advance  was  the  want  of  cooperation  from 
the  vessels,  which  had  been  of  such  great  assistance 
on  the  Iztapalapan  road.  This  was  at  once  remedied 
by  the  detachment  of  three  brigantines  each  for  the 
Tlacopan  and  Tepeyacac  camps.** 

*^CorU8,  Cartas,  221.    Bemal  Diaz  states  that  Al^axado  reoeiTed  four  and 
Sandoval  only  two.  HieL  Verdad.,  141. 
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SoXSTHINa  ABOUT  QUAUHTEMOTZIN— ImTAlf  OUS  PBXTSNBIOKS  OF  EUBOPSAIT 
CiVIIJZATION   Ain>    CHBISTIAKnT — PBOMPT  AcRON  OF    THX    MeXIGAK 

Empebor— RspxnnoNS  ov  the  Entbt  Assault — Submission  ov  thb 
SuBBouin>iNa  Nations— Dibb  Condition  ov  thb  Mexicans— Spanish 

I>EfBAT  AND  DlSAmCIlON— BbSOLUTION  TO  BaZB  THB  ClT7. 

In  their  present  position,  with  the  advantages  of 
superior  civilization,  there  was  equal  glory  accruing 
to  the  Spaniards  in  winning  Mexico,  and  to  the  Mex- 
icans in  manfully  losing  their  city.  Quauhtemotzin 
as  a  patriot  and  a  skilful  general  was  fuUy  alive  'to  the 
perils  of  his  position,  but  he  was  prepared  to  use  to 
best  advantage  all  the  resources  at  his  command^  and 
that  is  all  any  one  can  do.  Stem  as  Saturnius,  and 
passionately  patient,  from  the  day  of  the  capture 
of  Montezuma  his  nature  had  been  proof  against  all 
pleasure.  Of  an  imperious  temper,  haughty  and  over- 
bearing as  Coriolanus,  yet  was  he  as  faithfm  to  defend 
the  city  as  any  Hector  or  Horatius.  I  hold  that 
Spaniards  of  the  sixteenth  century  were  no  worse 
than  their  neighbors.  It  was  a  bigoted  and  cruel  age; 
though  for  that  matter  enough  of  bigotry  yet  remains, 
and  there  is  sufficient  cruelty  in  our  latter-day  fightings 
to  keep  us  humble.  And  while  we  see  much,  to  con- 
demn m  the  motives  that  brought  hither  these  for- 
eigners, and  much  in  their  conduct  that  was  cruel  and 
unjust,  yet  we  are  constrained  to  admit  that  the  work 
which  they  accomplished  was  in  the  pathway  of  destiny. 
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The  conquest  of  the  country,  the  destruction  of  its 
barbarous  and  inhuman  rites,  and  the  establishment 
of  the  religion  of  Christ  in  their  place  were  the  inevi- 
table consequences  of  the  discovery  of  America.  Once 
brought  face  to  face  with  the  sacrificial  stone,  and  other 
brutal  atrocities  of  the  Aztecs,  and  Christianity  had 
no  alternative  but  to  eradicate  these  evils  or  be  itself 
overthrown. 

The  victorious  advance  into  the  heart  of  the  city 
had  been  a  pleasant  surprise  to  the  Spaniards,  while 
to  the  Mexicans  it  was  incomprehensible.  If  such 
were  the  results  of  the  first  day's  doings,  what  would 
the  days  following  bring  forth?  Quauhtemotzin  im- 
mediately issued  orders  to  reopen  the  channels  and 
construct  fresh  intrenchments  and  pitfalls.  Such 
were  the  forces  employed,  and  such  their  zeal,  that 
when  the  morning  dawned  the  causeways  and  streets 
presented  even  greater  diflSculties  than  before.  The 
allies  of  the  Mexicans  were  not  so  easily  reassured, 
however,  and  several  began  to  waver,  among  them 
the  Xochimilcans,  to  the  rear  of  Olid's  camp,  who 
sent  in  their  submission  to  Cortes,  promising  not  only 
active  aid  but  much  needed  supplies.  The  same  offer 
came  from  the  more  numerous  Otomis,  occupying  the 
western  mountain  border  of  the  valley,  followed  by 
the  substantial  reinforcement  of  twenty  thousand  of 
their  sturdy  warriors,  with  large  supplies.^  Still  larger 
reinforcements  arrived  just  before  these  from  Tezcuco, 
where  ever  since  Cortds'  departure  the  young  king 
and  his  brothers  had  been  busily  engaged  m  for- 
warding supplies^  and  fitting  out  troops.  Fifty  thou- 
sand were  raised  and  placed  under  the  command  of 
the  energetic  Ixtlilxochitl,  who  had  great  military 
reputation  and  possessed  far  more  influence  than  his 
ruling  brother.  He  joined  Cortes  with  thirty  thou- 
sand, and  distributed  the  rest  among  the  other  cap- 

^  'Eran  esdavos  del  eefior  de  Tenuxtitan,'  is  Cort^*  definition  of  their 
Taanlage  to  Mexico.  Cartas^  220. 

'A  service  which  employed  20,000  carriers,  1000  canoes,  and  32,000  oonyoy 
waRioTB,  all  at  the  expense  of  Tezcuco,  says  Ixtlilxochitl,  BelacUmea,  314. 
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tains.  Cortes  praises  him  for  his  bravery  and  good 
traits^  a  eulogy  which  serves  only  to  embitter  Mexi- 
can writers  against  one  who  favored  aliens  against  his 
own  race,  and  aided  to  overthrow  their  liberty  and 
religion.  During  the  campaign  he  was  frequently 
taunted  as  a  renegade,  traitor,  and  fratricide,  but  he 
never  swerved  in  his  allegiance,  and  found  ready  re- 
torts and  excuses,  the  strongest  being  that  he  favored 
the  Christians  for  introducing  the  true  faith.  Yet 
this  strange  religion  he  was  in  no  haste,  personally, 
to  adopt.  "  Curses  on  his  odious  memory?*  exclaims 
the  rabid  Bustamante.' 

Three  days  after  the  last  assault  a  second  was  made, 
supported  by  more  allies  than  ever.  Cortes'  Spanish 
forces  consisted  of  twenty  horses,  three  hundml  in- 
fantry, with  three  guns.  Although  he  had  noticed 
the  operations  of  the  Mexicans,  he  was  hardly  pre- 
pared to  find  his  work  so  completely  undone.  As 
before,  each  channel  with  its  intrenchments  had  to  be 
captured  anew,  and  while  the  causeway  was  readily 
gained  with  the  aid  of  brigantines,  the  advance  i^long 
the  street  was  slower,  although  the  soldiers  were  some- 
what less  exposed  to  roof  volleys  since  the  burning  of 
so  many  of  the  buildings  during  the  previous  entry. 
The  breaches  and  channels  were  filled  up  as  they  ad- 
vanced. In  the  plaza  the  houses  were  yet  intact  and  the 
missile  showers  severe,  so  much  so  that  Cortes  found 

'  His  biographer  admiti  to  a  certain  extent  the  truth  of  the  invectiye«,  but 
eafler  to  please  his  Spanish  masters  he  seeks  rather  to  extol  the  self-sacrifice 
and  loyalty  of  his  kinsman.  He  claims  that  with  this  reSnfoicement  the 
Tezcncan  auxiliaries  reached  the  improbable  number  of  250,000  men,  of  whom 
6000  wounded  were  now  sent  home.  '  Next  to  God,  Cort^  owed  to  Tezcucan 
aid  the  conquest  and  the  planting  of  the  faith.'  He  further  assumes  that  IxUil- 
xochitl  was  already  king,  and  mA  been  with  Cortes  since  the  fleet  set  sail* 
while  his  brother  Ahuaxpictzoctzin  remained  at  Tezcuco  to  provide  supplies. 
Hor.  CruelcUuUs,  21-33.  He  contradicts  himself  <m  several  points  in  his  Be- 
laciofMS,  314  et  seq.  Duran  also,'  as  ma^  be  expected  from  a  compiler  of 
native  records,  extols  the  hero,  *k  quien  di6  una  espula  dorada  que  Don  Her- 
nando Cortes  traia  y  una  rodela.'  Hist,  Ind. ,  MS.,  li.  493.  With  Ixtlilxochitl 
came  half  a  dozen  out  of  his  hundred  brothers.  Oomara^  HiH.  Mex.,  108; 
CMfhafpcUn,  HitL  Cong,,  ii.  55.  Torquemada,  i.  548,  sends  Cohuanaooch  as 
general  of  the  forces,  while  Clavi^^ro  allows  King  Fernando  Ixtlilxochitl  to 
send  his  brother  C&rloe  IxtlilxocMtl.  Storia  Meu,,  vL  202.  He  is  evidently 
confused  with,  respect  to  the  sumame. 
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it  necessary  to  apply  the  torch,  among  others  to  the 
Axayacatl  palace,  his  former  head-quarters,  wherein  he 
had  sustained  so  fierce  a  siege,  and  to  the  House 
of  Birds,  which  formed  so  prominent  and  admired  a 
feature  in  the  city.  It  was  of  vast  extent,  and  de- 
voted almost  wholly  to  the  maintenance  of  beasts  and 
birds  of  every  species,  some  kept  in  the  gardens, 
some  in  courts,  others  in  galleries,  rooms,  and  cages; 
altogether  a  collection  which  must  tend  to  cast  a 
favorable  light  on  the  culture  of  the  race.  Both 
palaces  were  splendid  specimens  of  Nahua  archi- 
tecture, adorned  with  marble  galleries  supported  on 
monolith  pillars,  with  elaborate  cornices  and  stucco 
work,  and  surmounted  by  turrets  and  battlements, 
while  within  and  around  rose  groves  of  rare  trees, 
choice  shrubbery,  and  flowers,  refreshed  by  ever 
sparkling  fountains.  Cortes  had  rightly  concluded 
that  the  destruction  of  such  monuments,  cherished 
not  alone  for  their  beauty  and  contents  but  for  their 
hallowed  associations,  would  be  a  more  severe  lesson 
than  the  loss  of  numerous  lives;  and  as  the  flames 
rose  over  all  that  vast  area,  fed  by  the  roofs,  interior 
wood-work,  and  other  combustible  material,  lamenta- 
tions mingled  with  the  maddened  cries  of  burning 
animals.  Around  in  the  suburbs,  also,  could  be  seen 
column  after  column  of  dense  smoke  started  by  the 
torches  of  the  cruisers,  and  settling  in  dense  masses 
over  the  city  as  if  threatening  to  bury  her  forever 
from  sight.  Fortunately  for  the  inhabitants,  the 
houses  thereabout  were  too  wide  apart  to  allow  the 
flames  to  spread  far.  Even  at  this  juncture  the  work 
of  destruction  might  hav%  been  stopped  for  the  reason 
that  Cyrus  stopped  the  sack  of  Sardis  when  Croesus 
said  to  him:  "These  are  not  my  goods,  but  thine, 
O  Cyrus,  that  thou  art  spoiling  T' 

All  this  time  waged  the  conflict  of  arms,  the  Mex- 
icans seeking  by  repeated  charges  and  ^allies  to  check 
the  advance  of  the  Spaniards  and  to  harass  them. 
The  native  chronicles  relate  that  during  one  of  the 
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countercharges  by  the  cavalry  a  horseman  pierced  a 
warrior  with  such  force  that  the  lance  remained  fast 
in  the  ground.  Regarding  it  as  a  disgrace  to  aban- 
don his  weapon  he  rashly  dismounted  to  imfasten  it, 
only  to  be  surrounded  by  the  foe  and  cut  in  pieces. 
His  comrades  hastened  to  the  rescue,  but  could  re- 
cover only  the  mangled  remains.* 

When  evening  came  and  the  signal  was  given  for 
return  to  camp,  the  Mexicans  fell  upon  the  rear  with 
renewed  ardor.  It  seems  as  if  courage  came  to  them 
in  proportion  to  their  misfortunes.  For  their  fury 
broke  forth  anew,  fed  by  the  dire  conditions  round 
them,  by  the  sight  of  lately  enslaved  Otomls,  Xochi- 
milcans,  and  Uhalcans,  now  fighting  against  them 
under  the  sheltering  wings  of  the  invaders,  and  ex- 
ulting over  their  misfortunes  with  bitter  taunts.  "  Be- 
hold I"  they  cried,  displaying  dismembered  limbs  of 
Aztecs,  "we  shall  fill  our  bellies  with  your  braves, 
and  have  enough  over  wherewith  to  feed  the  beasts. 
Do  not  starve  yourselves,  for  to-morrow  we  will  return 
for  more."  "And  in  truth  they  both  supped  and 
breakfasted  on  the  limbs,"  says  Cortes.*  (jamp  was 
regained  without  serious  trouble. 

The  following  day  the  entry  was  repeated,  and  early 
as  it  was,  the  channels  had  been  nearly  all  reopened 
and  provided  with  the  usual  intrenchments.  This  in- 
volved a  repetition  of  the  previous  day's  manoeuvres, 
but  the  Mexicans  fought  with  greater  obstinacy,  partly 
because  they  had  become  accustomed  to  the  Spanish 
tactics,  and  it  was  one  o'clock  before  the  plaza  was 
reached,  by  which  time  the  archers  and  arquebusiers 
had  exhausted  their  quivers  and  ammunition-pouches. 
Cortes  now  advanced  beyond  the  temple  along  the 
Tlacopan  road,  well  known  to  the  veterans  from  the 
hard  fighting  there  met  during  the  previous  siege,  and 
captured  two  canal  crossings,  which  were  filled  up, 

^ScAmgun,  HiH,  Ccnq.  (ed.  1840),  177-8.  Torqnemada  placee  the  incident 
earlier,  i.  547.    Ck>rt^  admits  no  losses  of  Spaniards  this  day. 

^Cartas,  222-d.  'Los  combidauan  a  9ena,  mostrando  les  piernas  y  bngos.' 
Cfomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  199. 
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while  to  the  buildings  on  either  side  the  torch  was 
applied.  The  object  of  the  movement  was  partly  to 
open  intercourse  with  Alvarado's  forces,  which  were 
advancing  less  rapidly,  owing  to  the  number  of  in- 
trenched channels.  Progress  was  slowly  increased 
during  the  succeeding  entries,  when  Andres  de  Tdpia 
and  Avila  pushed  along  adjoining  streets  with  detach- 
ments.* 

One  result  of  the  Spanish  successes  was  the  sub- 
mission of  all  the  threatening  and  neutral  lake  and 
island  towns  to  the  south  and  south-west  of  Mexico, 
from  Iztapalapan  and  Culhuacan  to  Cuitlahuac.  To 
this  step  they  had  been  partly  impelled  by  the  re- 
peated raids  of  the  Chalcan  confederates,  and  since 
their  submission  was  so  tardy  they  were  employed 
chiefly  as  laborers  and  purveyors.  Gomara  now  esti- 
mates the  native  auxiliaries  at  two  hundred  thousand 
men,  "some  engaged  intent  on  fighting,  some  on  eating, 
some  on  stealing,  and  many  on  gazing."^  These  lake 
peoples,  known  as  Chinampanecs,  from  their  floating 
gardens  and  aquatic  life,  possessed  canoes  in  abundance, 
and  Cortes  availed  himself  of  this  to  reenforce  the 
blockading  fleet  with  a  boat  flotilla,  three  thousand  in 
all,  which  harassed  the  city  on  every  side,  entering 
into  the  canals  to  bum  and  pillage,  and  landing  sallying 
parties  to  carry  desolation  all  through  the  suburbs. 

Allured  by  the  prospect  of  spoils,  the  Chinampanec 
crews  arranged  a  plan  whereby  a  still  richer  draught 
might  be  made,  feefore  their  adhesion  to  the  Span- 
ish cause,  or  knowledge  of  it  had  yet  come  to 
Quauhtemotzin,  they  sent  to  ofier  him  their  services 
against  the  invaders,  with  whom  they  proposed  to 
deal  treacherously.  They  were  assigned  a  post  and 
played  their  part  well.  No  sooner  were  the  Mexicans 
occupied  with  the  Spanish  forces  than  they  rushed 

*Bemal  Diaz  speaks  of  a  bridge  attack  which  cost  the  lives  of  four 
Spaniajrds,  besides  numerous  wounded,  ffist,  Verdad.,  145. 

^He  enumerates  also  the  cities  of  Mexicalcinco  and  VitzilopuchtU.  HisL 
Mez,,  202.    Herrera  adds  Mizquio.  dec  iiL  lib.  i.  cap.  zix. 
L,  YOL.  I.    41 
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into  the  dwellings  of  their  pretended  allies  and  began 
to  rob,  slay,  and  cany  off  women  and  children.  An 
alarm  was  given  and  reenforcements  hurried  up  which 
speedily  overwhelmed  the  traitorous  crews,  killing  a 
number,  capturing  others,  and  recovering  nearly  all 
the  booty.  The  captives  were  condemned  to  the  stone 
of  sacrifice,  those  of  Cuitlahuac  by  one  of  their  own 
caciques,  May  ehuatzin,  a  companion  of  Quauhtemotzin. 
The  incident  cost  many  lives  on  both  sides,  greatly 
to  the  delight  of  the  Spaniards,  to  whom  this  mutual 
throat-cutting  was  the  economy  of  war.® 

With  so  large  a  hostile  fleet  upon  the  lake  the 
Mexican  crews  never  ventured  abroad  by  day,  but 
when  darkness  set  in,  their  canoes  sped  across,  im- 

gjUed  by  the  demand  for  food.  Informed  of  this^ 
ort^s  detached  two  brigantines,  under  Portillo  and 
Pedro  Barba,  to  cruise  all  night.  This  proved  a  se- 
vere blow  to  the  poor  Mexicans,  although  a  number 
of  canoes  still  ran  the  blockade  successfully,  and  it  was 
resolved  to  entrap  the  vessels,  since  open  battle  could 
not  avail  against  them.  Thirty  of  the  largest  canoes, 
or  piraguas,  were  accordingly  manned  with  stout  war- 
riors and  strong  boatmen,  and  hidden  amongst  the 
rushes  near  a  heavily  staked  channel,  into  which 
some  swift  canoes  were  to  decoy  the  brigantines. 
This  succeeded,  and  no  sooner  were  they  fast  on  the 
stakes  than  the  canoes  attacked  them  with  such 
spirit  that  every  Spaniard  was  wounded,  while  Por- 
tillo fell,  and  Barba  died  within  three  days.*  The 
brigantines  managed  to  escape.  Encouraged  by  this 
attempt  the  Mexicans  became  more  brisk  in  their 
blockade-running,  and  stationed  forty  piraguas  to  re- 

*  Mazeoatzi,  as  Sahagnn  calls  the  caciqne,  sacrificed  four  chiefs,  Qaaahte- 
motziii  £6ar  more;  the  rest  fell  by  the  hands  of  priests.  Hist,  C(mq,  (ed.  1840), 
187.  He  does  not  speak  of  a  premeditated  plan  like  Torqaemada,  i.  551-2,  and 
since  the  account  comes  from  native  sources  it  may  be  merely  an  exaggerated 
version  of  a  flotilla  raid. 

'TMs  was  the  lieutenant  of  Velazquez  at  Habana,  who  joined  Gort^ 
during  the  Tepeaca  campaign.  Portillo  was  a  soldier  from  the  Italian  wars. 
Bemal  Diaz  adds  that  one  briff  was  captured,  but  this  is  doubtful.  HiiL 
Verdad,,  143;  Clavigero,  StariaMess,,  iii  214;  Sahagun,  Hitt,  Conq,,  46. 
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peat  the  decoy  surprise.  Advised  of  this  by  two  cap- 
tives, Cortes  sent  six  brigantines  by  night  to  hide 
near  the  spot,  leaving  one  to  cruise  about  for  canoes. 
Some  of  these  soon  appeared,  and  the  sailer  pursued 
them  for  a  distance  toward  the  hiding-place  of  the 
Mexicans.  Suddenly  she  turned  about  as  if  afraid  of 
stakes.  Observing  this,  the  forty  piraguas  ventured 
forth  and  were  allured  toward  the  Spanish  ambus- 
cade. At  the  proper  moment  the  six  vessels  came 
down  upon  the  pursuers,  overturning  and  sinking  a 
number,  and  capturing  others,  together  with  many 
warriors.  The  Mexicans  attempted  no  further  naval 
surprises."* 

By  the  night  cruisers  and  the  Chinampanecs,  sup- 
plies were  nearly  all  cut  off,  and  gaunt  hunger  began 
to  stalk  the  streets  of  the  fated  capital.  The  ravages 
of  the  fleet  and  the  flotilla  along  the  eastern  suburbs 
had  rendered  these  wholly  untenable,  and  the  south- 
eastern district  had  been  desolated  by  Cortds'  divis- 
ions, compeUing  the  inhabitants  to  abandon  the  greater 
part  of  Tenochtitlan  and  concentrate  chiefly  in  Tlate- 
lulco.  These  two  main  divisions  of  the  city  had  been 
rivals  ever  since  its   foundation,  with  frequent  dis- 

;ute8  to  sustain  the  flame  of  discord.  Gradually  the 
'enochtitlans  had  assumed  the  sway,  honored  by  im- 
perial presence,  while  the  other  division  had  assumed 
a  plebeian  stamp,  patronized  by  the  former.  During 
this  common  misfortune,  however,  rivalry  was  for- 
gotten, and  the  more  warlike  Tlatelulcans  unhesi- 
tatingly aided  the  others  and  now  welcomed  them 
into  their  quarter." 

Every  loss  of  allies  to  the  Mexicans  was  a  corre 
spending  gain  to  the  Spaniards,  less  in  regard  to  fresh 
auxiUaries  than  to  the  relief  from  hostile  attitude  and 
to  supplies.     The  Chinampanecs,  for  instance,  were 
ordered  to  bring  material  and  construct  barracks  along 

^•Bemal  Diaz,  Hist,  Verdad.,  144-5. 

"  Cox'Ua  exultantly  claims  that  three  fourths  of  the  city  is  now  captored. 
Cartas,  227;  Sahagtm,  BUt,  Conq.  (ed.  1840),  181;  Torg^uemada,  L  65a 
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the  causeway  on  either  side  of  Fort  Xoloc.  These 
aflTorded  shelter  for  all  the  Spaniards  and  two  thousand 
servants,  and  proved  most  welcome,  for  the  rainy  season 
had  already  set  in.  The  same  natives  were  obliged  to 
provide  supplies,  such  as  fish  and  a  species  of  c*herry, 
which  together  with  maize  formed  the  chief  sustenance 
of  the  army.  Frijoles, or  beans, cacao,  quilite  herbs,  and 
nochtli,  afforded  variety.  The  maize  was  ground  by 
hand  and  made  into  tortillas,  or  pancakes,  by  the  slave 
women  and  mistresses  of  the  soldiers,  either  for  their 
individual  lords  or  for  the  mess  to  which  they  be- 
longed. These  duties  were  also  assumed  by  some  of 
the  few  Spanish  and  mulatto  women  who  had  accom- 
panied their  husbands.  Although  there  was  little  fear 
of  starvation  in  the  Spanish  camps,  yet  the  fare  was 
at  times  not  of  the  best."  The  less  fastidious  auxili- 
aries were  content  with  a  range  of  eatables  which  the 
soldiers  would  not  touch;  human  meat  with  .them  was 
a  bonne-bouche  for  which  they  were  prepared  to  risk 
even  their  own  flesh."  Alvarado's  men  enjoyed  per- 
haps the  least  comfort,  for  they  had  moved  their  camp 
to  a  point  on  the  causeway,  leaving  the  auxiliaries  at 
Tlacopan,  together  with  the  slaves  and  tortilla-makers. 
Nor  were  their  barracks  properly  constructed,  so  that 
exposure  to  wind  and  rain  was  added  to  poor  fare 
and  miry  roads,  while  the  situation  of  the  camp  added 
to  danger  and  guard  duty. 

The  camp  had  been  formed  round  a  temple  square 
on  the  causeway,  quite  close  to  Mexico,  or  rather  to 
Tlatelulco,  for  Alvarado  had  tired  of  having  his  day's 
work  destroyed  every  night,  and  he  resolved  at  least 
to  protect  the  approach  to  the  suburb.  One  deep 
channel  yet  intervened,  beyond  which  the  camp  could 
not  well  be  moved,  but  a  large  force  was  stationed  to 
guard  it  at  night,  so  that  the  crossing  should  be  as- 

"'No  aes  hartauan  de  peacado,  <iue  tatderO  pocoB  dioe:  y  demaa  de  la 
hambre  con  5  peleauan,  el  sol,  y  el  frio  no  lea  dio  pequeflo  trabajo.'  Herren^ 
dec.  ill.  lib.  i.  cat),  xiz. 

^  *  Soliti  sunt  nostes  in  prselio  cadentes  intra  saoe  ventres  aepelire,'  *rKr1f*^»* 
Peter  Martyr,  dec.  v.  cap.  viii.,  and  with  some  truth. 
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Bured  for  the  morning's  attack."  On  the  other  side 
gleamed  the  watch-fires  of  the  Mexicans,  behind  and 
between  which  might  be  seen  the  flitting  figures  of 
their  warriors,  signalling  to  one  another  by  whistling. 
This  and  other  operations  were  forced  upon  them  to 
a  great  extent  by  Spanish  tactics,  from  which  they 
had  copied  many  features  with  no  little  effect. 

From  Alvarado's  camp  to  the  Tlatelulco  market,  the 
heart  of  the  enemy's  stronghold,  the  distance  was  less 
than  from  the  camp  of  Cortds,  though  the  first  part 
of  the  way  was  more  diflScult  than  the  Iztapalapan 
road.  The  immense  stride  of  the  Fort  Xoloc  party 
had  wholly  eclipsed  the  progress  of  the  others,  and 
Alvarado's  men  began  to  fear  that,  near  as  they  were 
to  the  enemy's  centre,  the  more  distant  comrades 
might  reach  it  before  them.  It  was  therefore  resolved 
to  make  strenuous  efforts  to  penetrate  into  the  suburb. 
The  assault  being  on  Tlatelulco  itself,  the  Mexicans 
found  no  difficulty  in  offering  so  strong  a  resistance 
that  hardly  any  advance  could  be  made.  Several  ves- 
sels were  thereupon  directed  against  the  suburb  to 
cooperate  with  a  orisk  fire,  and  to  divert  attention  by 
landing  sallying  parties.  This  succeeded  for  a  while, 
but  inspired  by  the  prowess  of  two  Tlatelulcans  named 
Tzoyetzin  and  Temoctzin,  the  warriors  rallied  and 
drove  back  the  invaders.     Anotlier  brave  who  distin- 

fuished  himself  during  the  repulse  was  Tzilacatzin. 
n  the  guise  of  an  Otomf  warrior,  and  protected  by 
cotton  armor  and  shield,  he  rushed  toward  the  Span- 
iards as  if  bewildered,  in  advance  of  his  comrades, 
and  threw  his  stone,  knocking  down  an  opponent  at 
each  throw.  This  man  appeared  in  different  guise 
on  different  days,  and  did  no  little  to  encourage  his 
companions."^ 

^*  Forty  soldiers  watched  till  midnifht,  when  a  similar  nxunber  relieved 
them,  and  thev  again  were  relieved  two  hours  before  dawn ;  all  three  divisions 
camping  on  tne  spot.  Often  every  man  was  kept  awake  by  alarms.  Bemal 
Diaz,  llUt.  Verdad.,  142-3.  The  old  soldier  waxes  eloquent  over  the  hard- 
ships, for  he  served  at  this  camp. 

^^The  Spaniards  tried  in  vain  to  despatch  him.  Sahaffun  states  that 
during  these  attacks  fifteen  soldiers  were  captured,  and  shortfy  after  eighteen 
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Notwithstanding  these  rebuffs  Alvarado  persevered, 
and  the  Mexicans  resolved  to  take  advantage  of  his 
zeal  to  entrap  him.  Two  or  three  wide  channels  in- 
tervened between  the  end  of  the  causeway  and  the 
great  market,  and  the  first  of  these  was  now  the  point 
of  contention,  a  chasm  of  sixty  feet  in  width  and  over 
ten  feet  in  depth.  By  great  effort  a  crossing  had 
here  been  formed  with  debris.  This  the  Mexicans 
undermined  one  night  and  covered  a  part  with  a  false 
ground.  In  the  morning  they  attacked  the  Spanish 
outpost  with  great  demonstration,  but  retired  as  soon 
as  the  horsemen  charged.  Flushed  with  success,  the 
Spaniards  followed  in  divided  parties,  and  one  of  fifty 
with  a  number  of  allies  pursued  across  the  channel. 
No  sooner  were  they  over  than  the  boatmen  below 
tore  away  the  support,  while  the  warriors  turned  with 
overwhelming  force  upon  the  band.  Resistance  was 
impossible,  and  they  retreated  only  to  fall  into  the 
opening,  where  crews  were  at  hand  to  pounce  upon 
them.  Indescribable  confusion  ensued.  Thick  fell 
the  blows  off  the  despairing  men,  as  they  sought  to 
beat  back  the^triumphant  foe.  Bemal  Diaz,  who  was 
among  the  number  trapped,  felt  himself  seized  by 
stout  arms,  but  although  badly  wounded  he  managed 
to  cast  off  the  assailant  and  spring  to  the  bank,  where 
he  fell  exhausted.  Fortunately  Alvarado  came  up  at 
this  moment,  after  driving  back  a  division  in  another 
direction,  and  so  startled  the  assailants  that  they  re- 
treated, though  with  four  captive  Spaniards,  one  or 
two  more  being  killed,  besides  a  horse  and  a  number 
of  allies.  ^^ 

more,  who  were  aacrifioed  in  a  temple  of  Tlacuchcalco  ward,  'donde  a^^ora 
68  la  iglesia  de  Santa  Ana.'  HiH,  Conq.,  183,  ed.  1840,  188-9.  One  repolae 
took  place  in  Coyonacazoo  ward.  Torquemada^  i.  550-2.  Spanish  versions  in- 
dicate no  such  losses,  and  they  may  probably  belong  to  the  later  great  defeat. 
*^8uch  is  in  main  the  version  of  Bemal  Diaz;  the  other  accoonts  differ 
greatly.  This  author  states  that  five  Spaniards  were  captured,  nearly  all  the 
men  wounded,  and  two  rowers  killed,  tor  the  brigantines  in  seeking  to  aid  had 
become  fast  on  stakes  and  exposed  to  attack.  "uBd  the  Mexicans  not  been  so 
firiKhtened  by  the  horsemen  the  loss  would  have  been  veiy  great.  HiH.  Verdad,, 
143-4.  Cort^  allows  three  or  four  captured.  CartoB,  228 ;  Clavigero,  SUfria 
Mess.,  iii  196.     Duran  places  the  scene  where   rose  afterward    the  San 
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When  Cortes  heard  of  the  affair  he  came  over  to 
administer  a  reprimand,  but  on  learning  the  particu- 
lars he  could  not  withhold  his  admiration  for  the 
valiant  deeds  performed,  and  merely  exhorted  his 
lieutenant  to  be  more  cautious. ^^  Great  was  the  ex- 
ultation of  the  Mexicans  over  their  success,  and 
tauntingly  they  hovered  round  the  camp,  imitating 
the  cries  of  the  entrapped  soldiers.  So  encouraged  did 
they  feel  as  to  make  several  determined  night  attacks 
on  the  different  camps  or  their  advance  posts.  Al- 
varado's  being  nearest  and  most  exposed  had  to  sus- 
tain quite  a  severe  fight,  losing  several  men  ^ 

Although  Alvarado  had  made  little  advance  into 
the  city,  the  planting  of  his  camp  so  near  it  saved 
much  fighting  and  enabled  him  to  direct  daily  opera- 
tions almost  at  once  against  the  main  points.  In 
this  he  possessed  an  advantage  over  Cortes,  who  was 
compelled  daily  to  recapture  a  number  of  positions 
already  gained.  He  himself  remarks  on  this  loss  of 
time  ana  work.  '*  Your  Majesty  may  blame  me  for 
retreating  instead  of  holding  what  is  gained,"  he 
writes,  but  guards  at  the  bridges,  which  must  be  large, 
would  be  so  harassed  as  to  unfit  them  for  the  next 
day's  work,  while  to  take  up  a  position  within  the 
city  would  draw  the  whole  of  the  large  population 
upon  them,  and  might  lead  to  the  cutting  off  of  com- 
munication and  supplies,  and  probably  to  a  repetition 
of  the  great  disaster  of  the  previous  year.  Such  a 
position  would  besides  render  it  possible  for  the  Mexi- 
eans  to  obtain  supplies  from  the  mainland,  for  the 
Spanish  allies  could  not  be  relied  on  to  watch  them. 

Hip61ito  hermitage.  BiH,  Ind.,  MS.,  ii.  500.  But  for  Quauhtlizcatzin,  the 
prince  who  led  the  Tezcucan  auxiliaries,  all  the  Spaniards  would  have  been 
lost,  exclaims  Ixtlilxochitl,  Hor.  Crueldades,  36.  Herrera  assumes  that  the 
fault  lay  with  Alvarado  for  neglecting  to  fill  the  channel,  dec.  iii.  lib.  i.  cap.  xx. 

"  *  No  solo  no  le  culpo,  mas  loole.^  Gomara,  Hist.  Mex.,  203. 

1^  The  most  serious  attacks  took  place  on  June  24th  and  25th,  as  if  oracles 
had  impelled  the  Mexicans  to  seek  the  destruction  of  the  Spaniards  on  the 
anniversary  of  their  reentry  into  the  city  after  the  Alvarado  massacre. 
The  Tlacopan  camp  lost  ten  soldiers  and  had  a  dozen  severely  wounded,  in- 
cluding Alvarado.  BemcU  Diaz,  HisL  Verdad.,  142,  145. 
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Cortes'  own  officers,  however,  could  not  fail  to  observe 
that  Alvarado's  course  might  have  been  followed  with 
some  advantage.  They  began  to  tire  of  the  slow 
progress,  attended  as  it  was  with  so  much  fighting 
for  so  little  gain;  so  much  exposure  to  alternate  rain 
and  heat;  so  much  discomfort  in  rude  camps  with 
poor  diet  and  want  of  proper  care  for  wounded  or 
sick  men.  This  was  represented  to  Cortes,  with  the 
request  that  a  general  storming  be  attempted  with  a 
view  to  abbreviate  the  siege.  He  represented  the 
danger  of  advancing  over  so  many  channels,  along 
streets  lined  with  houses,  against  hosts  of  determined 
warriors,  with  the  prospect  of  being  caught  in  the  rear. 
Still  he  was  as  eager  as  any  one  to  end  the  siege,  and 
would  call  a  council  to  deliberate  on  the  matter.  The 
result  was  a  decided  majority  for  the  proposition  to 
attempt  the  capture  of  Tlatelulco  market  and  there 
establish  a  permanent  camp." 

Since  Sandoval  will  not  be  able  to  render  efficient 
service  on  his  route  for  an  attack  on  Tlatelulco,  he  is 
ordered  to  join  Alvarado  with  the  weightiest  part  of 
his  forces,  and  to  take  advantage  of  the  movement 
to  entrap  the  Mexicans.  He  will  pretend  to  make  a 
general  evacuation  of  his  camp,  and  thus  allure  the 
foe  to  an  attack  on  the  baggage-train,  during  which 
the  ambuscaded  cavalry  can  inflict  a  lesson  which 
shall  also  serve  to  secure  the  camp  against  later  at- 
tack. Sandoval  sends  another  portion  of  his  forces 
to  Cortds,  who  has  more  points  to  cover,  and  receives 
instructions  to  attend  in  particular  to  the  capture  of 
the  channels  and  their  filling,  and  otherwise  to  secure 
the  safety  of  the  more  impetuous  Alvarado. 

On  the  day  appointed,  the  brigantines  with  their 
flotillas  are  sent  early  to  aid  in  clearing  the  causeways 
and  approaches.     The  troops   find  httle  trouble   in 

^'  Benud  Diaz  seeks  to  convey  the  idea  that  he  or  his  camp  were  opposed 
to  the  attempt,  id.^  146,  but  had  it  succeeded,  he  would  probably  have  de- 
clared the  truth,  that  Cortes  was  urged  on  all  sides  to  make  the  effort,  aa 
stated  in  Oomara,  BUt.  Mex.,  203,  Herrtra^  dec.  iii.  lib.  i  cap.  xx.,  and  Gor- 
Ub^  Cartels^  228-9.  Perhaps  the  general  made  objectionB  chiefly  to  cover  his 
responsibility  in  case  of  failure. 
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reaching  the  Tlacopan  avenue,  from  which  three  long 
roads  give  access  to  the  market.  It  is  advantageous 
to  push  the  advance  on  each  of  these,  and  three 
divisions  are  accordingly  formed,  one  to  follow  the 
main  street  under  command  of  the  comptroller  and 
treasurer,  Julian  de  Alderete,  who  has  oeen  among 
the  foremost  to  urge  the  assault;  another  under 
Andres  de  Tdpia  and  Jorge  de  Alvarado,  brother  of 
the  Tlacopan  leader,  both  dashing  and  able  men;  the 
third  and  somewhat  larger  body,  swelled  particularly 
by  auxiliaries,  Cortds  himself  directs  along  the  most 
dangerous  approach,  a  sort  of  causeway,  lined  with 
houses  but  bordered  with  water.^  Two  cannon  are 
placed  on  the  Tlacopan  road,  guarded  by  eight  horse- 
men, and  Cortes  leaves  his  horse  at  the  entrance  of 
the  road  taken  by  him,  and  gives  strict  orders  to  all 
captains  for  filling  every  channel  behind  them. 

Cortds  at  first  leads  his  men  on  foot,  and  with  the 
aid  of  a  field-piece  readily  gains  the  first  bridge  and 
barricade,  carrying  all  before  him,  w^hile  the  auxiliaries 
swarm  into  the  houses  and  drive  slingers  aod  archers 
from  the  roofs.  The  determination  of  the  assaulting 
party  seems  to  have  disheartened  the  Mexicans,  for 
the  advance  is  quite  rapid,  so  much  so  that  the  captain 
who  has  taken  Cortes'  place  at  the  head  of  his  division 
soon  reports  that  he  is  approaching  the  market  and 
can  hear  the  operations  of  Alvarado  and  Sandoval. 
May  he  advance?  This  message  reaches  Cortes  on  a 
section  of  his  causeway  to  the  rear,  where  he  has 
remained  to  gain  a  contested  point,  and  to  oppose 
assaults  from  the  cross-streets.  He  replies  that  the 
captain  must  first  secure  his  rear  and  flanks,  and  look 

'•Alderete*8  party  cozudsted  of  70  infantry,  7  or  8  horsemen,  and  15,000  to 
20,000  allies,  besides  a  force  of  laborers  to  tear  down  and  to  fill  up;  T&pia's  of 
80  men  and  oyer  10,000  allies,  and  Cortds*  of  8  horsemen,  100  infimtry,  and  an 
immense  number  of  allies.  Cortds,  Cartas,  230-1.  Gomara  and  Herrera  differ 
slightly.  Iztlilxochitl  says  that  his  namesake  followed  Gort^  with  8000 
Tezcucans.  Bor.  Crueldades,  37.  This  insignificant  number  makes  it  difficult 
to  account  for  the  250,000  Tezcucans  which  he  lately  introduced  into  the 
camps.  Chimalpain  names  the  three  streets  Cuahuecatitlan,  Tecontlana- 
macoya,  and  the  later  Santa  Ana.  Hist.  Conq,,  ii.  62. 
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particularly  to  the  channels,  of  which  there  are  three  in 
that  causeway.  "They  are  filled,"  was  the  answer, 
made  without  a  thought  as  to  its  accuracy,  for  flushed 
with  the  success  of  the  advance,  soldiers  and  cavaliers 
alike  cast  prudence  to  the  winds,  and  disregarding 
common  ditches  bend  their  eyes  alone  upon  the  goal 
Immediately  after  comes  the  doleful  sound  of  the 
teponastliy  and  a  shrill  trumpet  blast,  the  alarm  signal 
of  Paynalton,  the  mythic  page  of  the  war-god.  Struck 
on  the  summit  of  Tlatelulco  temple,  the  sounds  float 
over  the  contestants,  sending  a  chill  into  the  heart  of 
the  Spaniards  and  allies  as  they  rush  onward  filled 
with  visions  of  success.  To  the  Mexicans,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  comes  as  a  magic  appeal  from  Huitzilo- 
pochtli,  stirring  their  spirit  with  fresh  energy :  a  re- 
sistless appeal  to  make  a  supreme  eflTort  for  imperilled 
home,  and  faith,  and  liberty.^ 

Cortds  also  hears  the  warning,  only  too  deeply 
impressed  since  that  Sorrowful  Night,  and  with 
anxious  heart  he  hastens  forward  to  see  how  matters 
stand.  His  anxiety  is  increased  as  the  jubilant  cries 
of  his  own  men  appear  to  change,  while  high  above 
them  rise  the  unmistakably  triumphant  shouts  of  the 
Aztecs.  Just  then  he  comes  to  one  of  the  cross- 
ings formed  by  his  party  at  a  channel  ten  to  twelve 
paces  wide,  and  over  ten  feet  deep.  It  seems  inse- 
cure, and  on  looking  he  finds  it  constructed  of  some 
loosely  thrown  pieces  of  wood  and  reed,  covered  with 
a  little  earth.  He  at  once  orders  the  auxiliaries  in 
his  following  to  rebuild  the  structure.  Scarcely  is 
the  order  uttered  before  he  sees  his  forces  coming 
down  the  causeway  in  disorderly  flight,  led  by 
the  allies.  Cortds  makes  frantic  efforts  to  stay  the 
current.  None  heed  him.  Fears  lend  wings  and 
drown  all  appeal.  On  come  the  pressing  throng,  on 
to  the  frail  oridge,  which  sinks  with  its  living  freight 
into  the  deep  water.  Still  onward  rush  the  mass  be- 
hind, impelled   by  their  mad   momentum,  tumbling 

^  See  Nalive  BaceSt  iL  903;  iii  ^3  et  seq. 
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on  the  heads  of  these,  scrambling  and  wading,  adding 
their  cries  for  help  to  the  shrieKS  of  despair  beneath, 
while  from  the  rear  roll  the  terrifying  shouts  of  hot 
pursuers.  Already  the  house-tops  teem  with  slingers 
and  archers;  the  lanes  pour  forth  their  warriors 
with  swords  and  long  pikes  to  pierce  the  flanks,  and 
the  canals  are  alive  with  canoes  whose  crews  se- 
cure the  struggling  fugitives  for  sacrifice,  or  deal  the 
more  grateful  coup  de  grace.  The  Spanish  soldiers 
are  among  the  last  to  come  up,  and  a  terrible  gauntlet 
they  have  had  to  run.  Regardless  of  the  showering 
missiles  or  the  pressing  foe,  Cortes  stands  on  the 
brink  to  strike  back  the  hungry  crew  and  lend  a 
helping  hand  to  his  floundering  men.  "I  was  deter- 
mined to  remain  there  and  die  fighting,"  he  writes. 
But  so  many  are  beyond  his  reach,  and  there  he  must 
stand  helpless  to  watch  the  struggle;  to  behold  now 
this  soldier  felled,  now  the  other  carried  off*;  and  more, 
to  see  the  banner  torn  from  the  hands  of  his  alf^rez. 
Tlapanecatl  is  the  name  given  by  the  records  to  the 
doughty  captor  of  so  esteemed  a  prize. 

Standing  there  conspicuously  on  the  brink,  Cortes 
becomes  the  target  for  hundreds  of  missiles,  though 
protected  by  his  mail;  but  soon  the  foe  begin  to  press 
round  him,  and  even  in  his  rear,  separating  him  from 
the  men.^  The  next  moment  more  than  one  pair  of 
arms  had  coiled  round  his  body,  and,  with  triumphant 
shouts  of  "Mahnchel  Malinchel"  they  seek  to  drag 
him  into  the  water  to  the  canoes.  Alarmed  by  the 
outcry,  his  body- soldier,  Crist6bal  de  Olea,  hastens 
to  his  side,  and  with  a  sabre-blow  severs  the  arm 
which  was  well  nigh  pulling  over  the  bent  form  of  his 
master.  The  next  instant  he  himself  falls  beneath 
the  furious  onslaught  roused  by  the  magnitude  of  the 
prize,  "a  glorious  death  in  so  good  a  cause  1"  exclaims 
Herrera.  Another  soldier,  named  Lerma,  rushes  to 
the  spot  and  is  nearly  overpowered;  while  a  stout 

"He  croflsed  the  channel  with  fifteen  soldiers  to  sustain  the  fugitives, 
«ays  Torquemada,  i.  554;  but  this  seems  incorrect. 
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Tlascaltec,  Tetnacatzin,  plants  himself  in  front  of  the 
leader^  half  prostrate  with  exhaustion  and  wounds, 
and  wards  off  the  blows  till  Antonio  de  Quiflones, 
captain  of  the  guard,  manages  to  force  his  way  for- 
ward and  sustains  him,  followed  by  a  number  of  men 
whom  the  report  of  their  general's  danger  has  stirred 
to  fierceness."  "Away  from  here,  your  worship,  and 
save  your  person,"  cries  the  captain,  "for  without  you 
all  will  be  lost  I'*  Cortes  refuses,  "for  I  desired  rather 
death  than  life,"  he  writes;  but  finally  by  dint  of 
pleading  and  main  force  he  is  induced  slowly  to  re- 
tire, seeking  to  cover  the  rear  of  the  fleeing.  And 
well  it  was,  for  a  longer  stay  would  have  proved 
fatal.  But  for  the  eagerness  of  the  Mexicans  to  se- 
cure as  prisoner  so  magnificent  a  prize,  they  could 
easily  have  despatched  him.  Aztecs  made  it  a  point 
to  obtain  as  many  prisoners  as  possible,  particularly 
chiefs  and  nobles,  and  white  men,  who  ranked  even 
above  these,  in  order  to  do  honor  to  the  war-god. 
This  effort  was  prompted  by  a  deep  religious  obhga- 
tion  as  well  as  by  warrior  spirit. 

Not  far  from  the  disastrous  channel  a  horse  was 

''The  claims  to  the  honor  of  reecuing  the  general  we  conflicting. 
Gromara,  followed  by  Herrera  and  Torquemada,  names  *  Francisco'  de  Olea. 
Bemal  Diaz,  who  states  that  this  soldier  slew  four  of  the  captains  holding 
Cort^,  lets  Lerma  dispose  of  the  remainder.  After  this  came  other  sol- 
diers and  Quiuones.  Crist6bal  de  Olea  was  quite  young,  26  years  of  age,  a 
native  of  Medina  del  Campo,  muscular,  and  skill^  in  arms,  and  a  general 
favorite.  Bemal  Diaz  adds  other  particulars.  Hiit,  Verdad,,  146,  246.  Ix- 
tlilxochitl,  on  the  other  hand,  claims  for  his  namesake  the  credit  of  having 
done  what  Spaniards  claim  for  Olea,  aided  by  his  Tezcucans,  who  kept  the 
enemy  at  bi^.  This,  he  adds,  is  proved  by  a  painting  on  the  gate  of  the 
monastery  of  Santia^  Tlatelulco.  Ilor.  Cruddadea,  2S-9.  Herrera  briefly 
alludes  to  Iztlilzochitl  as  coming  up  after  Olea,  and  then  relates  with  some 
detail  that  at  the  same  time  came  the  Tlascaltec,  Tamaxautziu  he  calls  him, 
a  native  of  Hueyotlipan.  He  was  afterward  baptized  as  Antonio  or  Bautista^ 
and  became  a  good  Christiaii,  tiie  first  native  to  receive  extreme  unction, 
dec.  iii.  lib.  i.  cap.  xx.  Torquemada,  i.  555,  copies,  but  calls  the  man 
Teamacatzin.  Both  evidently  prefer  Tlascaltec  to  Tezcucan  records.  In 
fact,  Iztlilxochitl  adds  certain  incredible  particulars  about  the  prowess  of  his 
wounded  hero  in  pursuinff  the  Mexican  general  into  a  temple,  although  such 
pursuit  could  not  have  taiken  place  under  the  circumstances.  See  also  Durtm, 
Jlitt,  Ind„  MS.,  ii.  503,  and  Oamargo,  Hist,  Tlaa.,  190.  Gort^  writes  that 
he  would  have  been  lost  but  for  Quiftones,  and  one  of  his  men  who  lost  his 
life  to  save  hiuL  Cartas,  23S,  A  small  chapel  was  erected  in  the  convent 
de  la  Goncepcion  to  commemorate  the  escape.  See  Saavedra,  Indio  PeregrmOf 
canto  20. 
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brought,  upon  which  Cortes  was  mounted,  though 
wounded  in  the  leg.  Shortly  before,  his  chamberlain, 
Crist6bal  de  Guzman,  a  ^eat  favorite,  had  ridden  up 
with  a  charger  to  the  relief  of  his  master,  only  to  be 
surrounded  with  warriors  and  cut  down,  together  with 
the  animal,"  while  another  rider  was  obliged  to  retreat 
with  a  lance-thrust  in  the  throat.  On  retiring  from 
the  section  of  causeway  assigned  to  the  horse,  another 
animal  was  killed  and  a  third  narrowly  escaped. 
Finally  the  troops  reached  the  broader  Tlacopan  road, 
and  now  Cortes,  with  the  nine  horsemen  left  in  his 
division,  was  able  to  take  a  firm  stand  against  the 
enemy.  Checked  in  their  pursuit,  and  made  timid  in 
their  charges  by  the  presence  of  the  bold  line  of  horses 
and  lances,  they  flung  their  missiles  and  insults  with 
increased  energy.  Suddenly  two  or  three  Spanish 
heads  were  cast  before  the  horsemen,  with  the  cry: 
**Tonatiuhl"  "Sandovall"  The  meaning  could  not  be 
misunderstood,  and  as  the  Spaniards  gazed  on  the  gory 
and  disfigured  faces  a  sickening  fear  crept  over  them. 
Could  it  be  that  these  beloved  leaders  had  fallen! 
There  was  no  time  for  deliberation.  Finding  his  own 
party  now  comparatively  secure,  Cortes  hurriedly  sent 
messengers  to  recall  the  other  divisions  under  Alderete 
and  Tdpia. 

There  was  hardly  need  for  this  message.  The  tri- 
umphant shouts  of  the  Mexicans  in  pursuit  of  the 
troops  of  Cortes  and  the  increased  attack  on  their 
own  had  already  warned  these  leaders.  Still  they 
persevered,  although  their  men  manifested  some  dis- 
couragement. It  was  not  long,  however,  before  two 
or  three  mutilated,  bearded  heads  were  cast  before 
them  with  the  cry,  "Malinche  is  dead  I"  "Tonatiuh 
and  all  their  men  have  fallen  1"  The  leaders  saw  that 
farther  advance  was  useless,  especially  since  the  Mex- 
icans now  attacked  with  great  fury.  The  leaders  kept 
their  men  in  good  order,  and  were  already  retiring 

''Bemal  Diaz  aasnmes  that  Gozman  rode  up  after  Cortte  was  mounted, 
and  fell  captive  into  Aztec  hands.  Hist,  Verdad,  147. 
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when  the  order  of  recall  reached  them.  The  streets 
there  being  wider  and  easier,  and  the  channels  aU 
filled,  they  found  no  trouble  in  rejoining  their  general. 
Now  jointly  they  retreated  through  the  plaza  and 
down  the  Iztapalapan  road,  furiously  pursued  by  the 
warriors,  who  showed  themselves  more  reckless  than 
usual  on  seeing  their  prey  escape.  The  central  temple 
was  filling  with  a  vast  throng  to  watch  the  onslaught, 
and  on  the  summit  the  priests  were  already  burning 
incense  and  chanting  in  honor  of  victory,  while  the 
rabble  railed  at  the  humiliated  children  of  the  sun. 

Alvarado  had  meanwhile  advanced  along  the  road 
to  Tlatelulco  from  his  causeway,  leaving  Sandoval  to 
cooperate  along  the  flank  and  to  direct  the  movements 
of  the  brigantines  and  the  fiUing  of  the  channels.  The 
advance  was  fiercely  resisted  by  the  Mexicans  from 
roofs,  cross -lanes,  and  barricades,  and  hundreds  had 
been  severely  wounded,  chiefly  Tlascaltecs,  only  too- 
many  fatally,  yet  he  persevered.  He  was  already 
near  the  market,  the  aim  of  all  eflforts,  when  the  drum 
and  trumpet  came  to  startle  his  men  and  to  encourage 
the  Mexicans  to  greater  resistance.  Progress  was 
now  almost  checked,  and  soon  came  the  crv, "  Malinche 
is  dead  I"  "  Sandoval  and  the  other  captains  are  dead !'' 
"Behold  their  faces  1"  And  therewith  several  head? 
with  gory  beards  were  cast  before  them.  "This  shall 
be  your  tatel'* 

Alvarado's  men  were  white  with  dismay,  and  but 
for  the  intrepid  courage  of  their  leader  the  rout  of 
Cortes'  party  might  have  been  repeated.  Making  a 
bold  stand  with  his  Spaniards,  he  ordered  the  Tlascal- 
tecs to  fall  back  and  leave  the  retreat  open.  They 
needed  no  second  instructions  to  this  end,  for  the 
bleeding  heads  lent  wings  to  their  haste.  Then  grew 
the  onslaught  fiercer  than  ever,  for  the  retreat  of 
Cortes'  forces  enabled  a  larger  number  of  enemies  to 
turn  against  Alvarado  and  Sandoval.  The  latter  also 
received  his  cast  of  bloody  heads  with  a  new  string 
of  prominent  names,  all  calculated  to  inspire  terror* 
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"By  this  time  they  had  us  all  killed,"  adds  Bemal 
Diaz,  "but,  in  truth,  we  were  all  wounded,  and  filled 
with  anguish  concerning  the  fate  of  our  chief  With- 
out Grod's  aid  we  could  never  have  escaped  from  the 
swords  and  clutches  of  the  Mexicans."  Some  pious 
chroniclers,  indeed,  assert  as  usual  that  the  virgin 
appeared  in  person,  together  with  perennial  Santiago, 
to  save  the  Spaniards  from  their  greatest  peril.^ 

Encouraged  by  the  victories  on  land,  the  Mexicans 
had  ventured  forth  also  in  their  canoes  to  harass  the 
vessels  which  were  occupied  in  protecting  the  retreat 
of  the  armies.  Unable  in  some  instances  to  leave 
their  position,  or  impeded  in  their  movement  by 
stakes  and  other  obstacles,  many  of  the  brigantines 
were  severely  pressed,  and  one,  commanded  by  Briones, 
in  Alvarado's  division,  was  actually  captured,  with 
the  loss  of  four  men,  one  being  taken  alive.  Jara- 
millo  came  to  the  relief  of  the  vessel,  however,  drove 
forth  the  enemy,  and  kept  them  at  bay.^  By  this 
time  both  the  forces  of  Alvarado  and  Sandoval  had 
reached  the  causeway,  pursued  by  a  great  host,  reck- 
less in  their  endeavor  to  inflict  all  the  injury  possible 
ere  the  Spaniards  escaped.  Some  delay  occurred  in 
crossing  the  only  partly  filled  channel  to  the  cause- 
way, and  a  number  of  soldiers  were  detained  waist- 
deep  in  water,  seeking  to  lift  a  brigantine  over  the 
stakes,  for  the  auxiliaries  were  already  away  from  the 
front;  and  all  this  time  the  cavalry  were  compelled  to 
remain  before  the  causeway  to  cover  the  infantry  and 
bear  the   brunt  of  the  terrible  onslaught.    Charge 

^'Como  lo  hallarto  pintado  en  la  Yglesia  de  Tlatiluloo,  IO0  cnales  Indioe 
confiesan  haberle  visto/ i>uran.  Hist,  Ind,^  MS.,  ii.  512.  Why  these  patrons 
did  not  fi[ive  their  aid  before  is  a  question  to  which  Bemal  Diaz  answers 
'porque  Nuestro  Sefior  lesn  Christo  lo  permitib.'  Hist.  Verdad.,  146. 

'^Herrera  relates  how  two  captains,  Flores  and  Mota,  advanced  with  their 
vessels  np  a  narrow  channel.  Flores  was  severely  pressed  at  one  time,  and  the 
latter  had  to  sally  on  the  street  to  relieve  him  and  enable  the  bri£;antines  to 

rmore  open  water.  Flores  died  within  a  week  of  his  wounds,  dec.  iiL 
1.  cap.  XX.  Torquemada  says  that  Briones'  vessel  was  lifted  trough  a 
breach  in  the  causeway,  i.  555.  Bemal  Dias  speaks  of  several  such  narrow 
escapes,  loc.  cit. 
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after  charge  they  made  to  keep  back  the  advancing 
foe,  through  the  shower  of  blinding  missiles,  against 
the  line  of  bristling  lances,  amidst  the  whirling  swords 
and  clubs,  until  not  a  rider  but  felt  his  arm  droop  and 
his  body  grow  faint  with  loss  of  blood.  Sandoval 
himself  had  a  number  of  wounds.  "For  God's  sake 
make  haste  and  retire,"  he  cried  to  his  foot-soldiers, 
"or  we  shall  all  be  lost!" 

Finally  the  passage  was  clear,  and  they  fell  back 
along  the  causeway,  stiU  fighting,  and  now  exposed  to 
the  canoe  saUies.  On  reaching  his  quarters,  Alvarado 
turned  two  cannon  against  the  swarm  which  sought 
to  scale  the  camp,  and  this  with  the  fusillade  procured 
a  much  needed  respite.^  It  was  time,  for  the  in- 
creasing darkness  would  soon  have  added  fresh  dan- 
gers to  the  retreat.  Sandoval  had  already  hurried 
away  with  a  solitary  companion  to  seek  the  camp  of 
Cortes  and  calm  his  fears.^  With  a  similar  object 
Andrds  de  Tdpia  had  been  sent  with  three  horsemen 
from  Fort  Xoloc  to  Alvarados  camp,  where  he 
arrived  with  some  scars  from  marauding  stragglers. 
Not  wishing  to  discourage  the  soldiers,  he  reduced  the 
losses  of  his  party  to  quite  a  small  number,  and  made 
light  of  the  matter. 

By  this  time  the  enemy  had  retired,  but  from  the 
city  rose  their  shouts  of  triumph,  and  every  temple 
was  ablaze  with  fires  to  celebrate  the  victory.  The 
summit  of  the  Tlatelulco  pyramid,  the  highest  of 
them  all,  was  the  scene  of  great  commotion,  and  soon 
the  sombre  notes  of  the  melancholy  drum  called  to  it 
attention.  A  number  of  instruments  now  added  their 
discordant  notes,  in  clash  and  blast,  and  a  procession 

"  The  artillerists  beinff  all  disabled  or  dead,  Pedro  Moreno  de  Mednno, 
afterward  a  settler  at  Pueola,  took  their  place.  Id. 

s^Bemal  Diaz  writes  as  if  Sandoval  gained  the  camp  at  an  early  hour, 
rode  over  to  Fort  Xoloc,  and  came  back  in  time  to  aid  in  Alvanido's  retreat. 
But  he  would  never  have  ventured  to  leave  his  command  and  his  comrade  in 
their  danger;  nor  does  it  seem  likely  that  he  could  have  ridden  the  long  dis- 
tance to  Xoloc  and  back  in  time  to  join  in  Alvarado's  conflict,  even  if  Gort^' 
defeat  took  place  before  '  misa  mayor,'  as  he  assumes.  Hiat,  Verdttd,,  146-8. 
This  author  is  here  very  confused,  assuming,  for  instance,  that  Sandoval  vas 
fighting  from  his  own  camp  instead  of  cooperating  near  Alvarado. 
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with  torches,  swinging  censers,  and  religious  parapher- 
nalia circled  round  with  imposing  ceremony.  Then  a 
space  was  cleared,  and  a  long  file  of  naked  men  stood 
revealed.  A  cry  of  horror  burst  from  the  gazing 
soldiers.  There  could  be  no  mistake.  Distant  as  was 
the  temple,  the  glare  of  fife  clearly  revealed  the  white 
hue  and  bearded  faces  of  their  comrades,  bound  for 
sacrifice,  and  plumed.  Now  they  were  made  to  march 
forward,  and  with  blows  to  dance  before  the  idol  to 
whom  they  had  been  consecrated.  Ah,  to  be  a  help- 
less looker-on  at  such  a  time  I  Again  they  formed  in 
line  exhausted,  and  then  one  was  seized  by  several 
priests  and  borne  struggling  to  the  stone  of  sacrifice. 
He  was  thrown  on  his  back  and  held  down  by  the 
limbs  while  the  high-priest  with  ceremonious  flourish 
raised  the  glittering  blade.  The  gazing  soldier&clutched 
each  other's  hands  in  agony,  as  their  eyes  followed  the 
instrument  and  saw  it  plunged  into  the  breast  of  the 
victim.  They  seemed  to  hear  his  stifled  cry,  to  feel 
the  knife  in  their  own  heart,  and  realizing  that  they 
were  still  safe  they  thanked  heaven  for  their  escape.® 
Victim  after  victim  was  carried  to  the  stone,  some 
with  frantic  struggles,  others  resigned,  and  still  others 
weighed  down  in  helpless  fear  of  what  they  had  be- 
held. Heart  after  heart  was  torn  from  the  gaping 
breasts  and  held  before  the  idol,  while  the  bodies  were 
cast  down  the  steps.  The  skin,  particularly  of  the 
head  and  upper  body,  was  removed  and  used  as  a  dress 
for  festive  occasion,  and  the  flesh  was  hacked  to  pieces, 
the  limbs  for  the  banquet  table,  the  trunk  for  the 
beasts.  After  a  while  came  darker-hued  victims,  and 
now  the  Tlascaltecs  and  other  allies  shuddered.  To 
them  the  sacrifices  were  not  so  terrifying  as  to  the 

^  So  deeply  affected  was  Bemal  Diaz,  among  others,  by  the  sight,  and  by 
the  fear  of  himself  falling^  captive— twice  had  he  narrowly  escaped — ^that  he 
ever  after  had  an  oppressive  feelins  before  battle.  He  then  had  recourse  to 
prayer,  and  this  invariably  fortified  him  for  the  fight,  so  that  he  always  main- 
tained his  reputation  as  a  good  soldier.  He  enumerates  several  incidents  to 
prove  that  he  was  esteemed  a  brave  man.  Hist.  Verdad.,  157.  Oviedo,  re- 
lerring  to  human  sacrifices  among  the  Romans,  observes  that  they  could  not 
kftve  bisen  half  so  fearful,  iii.  515. 
HiR.  Hex.  Vol.  I.   43 
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Spaniards,  but  they  could  not  unmoved  behold  the 
cruel  death  of  their  countrymen.  Then  came  more 
processions,  music,  and  idolatrous  rites,  followed  by 
fresh  companies  for  the  sacrifice,  white  and  dark; 
and  so  passed  the  night,  until  the  horror  palled  on 
the  gazers,  and  many  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
priests  were  pretending  sacrifice  by  producing  the 
same  bodies  upon  the  stone  several  times  so  as  to  in- 
spire greater  fear.  This  beUef  was  strengthened  when 
they  observed  similar  ceremonies  take  place  on  other 
minor  temples,  and  by  the  continuance  of  the  sacrifices 
for  several  days.  The  ofiering  at  the  minor  temples 
consisted  chiefly  of  the  lower  class  of  alUes.  All  the 
pyramids,  however,  received  a  quota  of  heads  from 
Spanish,  leading  native,  and  equine  victims,  where- 
with to  decorate  their  summits.*^ 

Aware  that  the  sight  of  the  sacrifice,  purposely 
intensified  for  Spanish  edification,  must  have  stirred 
deeply  the  breasts  of  the  survivors,  the  Mexicans  took 
advantage  of  this  to  attack  the  camp  of  Alvarado 
during  the  night.  "Behold  the  fate  in  store  for  you 
all  I"  they  cried,  casting  in  half-roasted  pieces  of  flesh 
from  white  and  dusky  bodies.  "Eat,  for  we  are  sa- 
tiated!" The  Spaniards  were  too  well  prepared  to 
suffer  from  the  assault,  but  it  added- to  their  sorrows. 
The  lesson  had  been  costly,  for  about  sixty  men  were 
lost,  with  six  horses,  one  gun,  and  a  number  of  small- 
arms,  while  the  ranks  of  the  alUes  had  been  dimin- 
ished by  from  one  to  two  thousand,  and  this  without 
reckoning  the  vast  number  of  wounded.*^ 

'^  'Sacrificadofl  los  Nuestros,  en  el  Momostli,  y  Templo  de  su  Maior  IMos*' 
observes  Torquemada,  i.  553,  among  other  points,  though  all  are  not  exactly 
true.  Huitzilopochtli*6  image  had  been  brought  with  the  retreating  Mezicana 
to  Tlatelulco.  *  Immediatunente  sacrificati,  says Clavigero,  Storia  Mess.,  xiL 
212,  probably  on  authority  of  Gomara;  but  Bemal  Diaz  states  tba>t  the  sacri- 
fices lasted  ten  days,  Hist,  Verdad.^  150;  othen  write  eight;  one  victim  is 
said  to  have  been  kept  eighteen  days.  See  also  Sahagvn^  Hist,  Conq.,  192. 
IxtUbcochitl  states  that  three  victims  were  burned.  Hor,  CrueldttdeSj  SQ. 

*^A  count  revealed  the  loss  of  02  men  and  6  horses,  says  BenuJ.  Dias, 
HiU,  Verdad.,  146,  152,  241,  though  he  in  one  place  leaves  the  impressioo 
that  the  men  were  all  captured  alive.  This  could  hardly  be  the  case,  for  a 
< count*  would  reveal  only  the  missing;  none  could  tell  how  many  fell  cap- 
tive.   Yet  Prescott  boldly  assumes  this  number  to  have  been  taken,  ' 
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When  Sandoval  reached  Camp  Xoloc  and  learned 
the  news  he  burst  forth,  "Senor  Capitan,  what  is  this? 
Where  are  the  fine  counsels  and  warlike  skill  which  you 
are  wont  to  exhibit  ?"  With  tears  springing  to  his  eyes, 
Cortes  repKed:  "Sandoval,  my  son,  my  sins  I  admits 
but  I  am  not  so  guilty  in  this  matter  as  I  appear. 
The  oflScer  whom  I  charged  to  fill  the  channel  failed 
to  obey."  He  further  intimated  that  Alvarado  might 
be  led  by  his  daring  into  difficulties,  and  bade  Sando- 
val watch  carefully  over  the  safety  of  the  western  and 
northern  camps,  particularly  for  the  present,  while 
Cortes  was  restrained  by  his  wounds.®    The  injunction 

those  who  fell.  Vetancurt  divides  the  figures  into  40  captives  and  20  dead, 
Teairo  Mex.,  pt.  iii.  162,  and  Claviffero  also  includes  dead  and  captive  in  that 
number,  while  raising  the  dead  horses  to  7.  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  212.  SolUi 
writes  that  over  40  Spaniards  were  carried  off  alive,  and  that  Alvarado  and 
Sandoval  lost  20.  Hist.  Mex.,  ii.  410.  Bemal  Diaz  acknowledges  only  a 
third  of  such  loss  between  these  two  captains.  Gomara  gives  ^  captives, 
several  killed,  3  or  4  horses  lost,  and  over  30  wounded.  Hutt.  Mex.,  205-0>. 
Iztlilxochitl  raises  the  allied  loss  to  over  2000.  Hor.  Crweldades.  37-^. 
Fifty-three  Spaniards,  says  Sahagun,  Hitt.  Conq.,  192.  In  the  c^dula  of 
March  7, 1525,  granting  a  coat-of-arms  to  Cort^,  50  are  mentioned,  but  in  his 
letter  to  the  soverei^  the  general  acknowledees  only  35  to  40  and  over  1000 
allies.  Herrera  and  Torquemada  adopt  these  figures.  Oviedo,  iii.  516,  lowers 
the  number  to  30.  Duran,  who  confounds  the  late  repulse  of  Alvarado  with 
the  Sorrowful  Night  and  this  defeat,  allows  4  banners  to  be  captured.  IJUi. 
Ind.,  MS.,  ii.  501*4,  508. 

'^  Bemal  Diaz  gives  this  conversation  with  some  detail,  and  names 
Treasurer  Alderete  as  the  guilty  officer  who  neglected  to  fill  the  channel,  in- 
timating that  Cort^  had  been  heedlessly  allured  onward  by  the  Mexicans, 
leaving  Alderete  to  attend  to  the  filling.  He  even  allows  the  treasurer  to 
retort  to  the  charge,  in  Sandoval's  presence,  that  Cortes'  eagerness  had  been 
the  cause  of  the  neglect.  This  is  probably  an  invented  account,  based  on 
Ciomara's  statement  that  the  *  treasurer,'  no  name  being  given,  neglected  to 
fill  a  channel  on  his  route.  Informed  of  this,  Cortes  hastened  thither  to 
remedy  the  fault,  only  to  meet  the  fleeing.  Herrera  adopts  this  version,  as  d& 
most  writers,  including  Prescott;  but  it  is  evidently  wrong,  for  Cort^  writes 
clearly  that  the  misfortune  occurred  on  his  own  route,  some  distance  above 
its  junction  with  the  Tlacopan  road,  to  which  they  soon  retreated.  On  reach- 
ing this  road  he  sent  to  recall  the  *■  treasurer  and  comptroller,'  who  were- 
leading  their  division  victoriously  at  the  farther  end  of  it.  Owing  to  their 
care  in  filling  channels  '  they  received  no  injury  in  retreating.'  Cartas,  233-4.. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  aliout  this  statement,  since  Cortes  would  have  beeu 
only  too  glad  to  cast  the  blame  on  any  other  division  than  his  own.  He  does 
not  even  claim  to  have  been  at  the  front,  but  in  the  rear,  and  near  the  spot 
where  the  neglect  occurred.  The  only  question  then  is,  who  was  the  guilty 
officer?  The  *  treasurer'  commanded  the  centre  division,  and  although  there 
were  several  treasurers,  the  royal,  late  and  new,  and  he  who  acted  for  the 
anny,  yet  the  new  royal  treasurer  is  undoubtedly  meant,  and  this  appeara 
to  have  been  Alderete,  according  to  the  statement  of  several  authorities. 
Hence  the  accusation  against  Alderete  must  be  wrong;  anything  besidea  thi| 
most  be  conjecture. 
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was  needful  in  view  of  the  reoccupation  by  the  Mex- 
icans of  the  channels  from  which  they  had  lately  been 
driven,  and  their  harassing  attacks,  chiefly  by  night, 
against  the  camp^  Jtnd  fleete.  Alvarado's  camp,  as  the 
nearest  to  the  city,  was  the  most  exposed,  and  San- 
doval with  his  tried  prudence  could  be  best  relied  on 
to  counteract  the  recklessness  of  its  commander  in 
repelling  these  attacks.  Knowing  the  signal  for  the 
sallies,  usually  a  shot,  the  enemy  were  warned  in 
time  to  retire,  or  to  form  some  trap  or  combination, 
so  that  the  charge  of  the  soldiers  carried  little  ad- 
vantage. 

On  one  occasion,  it  is  related,  a  shield-bearer  named 
Peinado  stepped  outside  the  camp  gate  and  found  him- 
self surrounded  by  a  horde  of  marauders.  Escape 
was  cut  off.  In  this  dilemma  he  began  to  rattle  his 
shield  and  sword,  and  shout,  looking  at  the  same  time 
toward  the  camp.  The  enemy  assumed  at  once  that 
he  was  signalling  to  some  party  in  ambush,  and  beat 
a  hasty  retreat.^  For  several  days**  the  Spaniards 
remained  inactive.  During  this  time  the  Mexicans 
continued  their  daily  sacrifice  of  captives,  with  con- 
spicuous rites  and  loud  demonstrations. 

As  usual  amidst  trying  scenes,  there  were  here 
examples  of  the  devotedness  of  woman.  In  one  of 
the  encounters  on  the  causeway  to  drive  back  the 
prowling  Mexicans,  Beatriz  Bermudez  de  Velasco, 
wife  of  Francisco  de  Olmos,  accompanied  the  soldiers, 
in  cotton  armor,  and  with  sword  and  shield.  Such 
was  the  pressure  of  the  enemy  that  the  troops  were 
thrown  into  disorder  and  began  to  turn  in  flight. 
With  raised  sword  she  planted  herself  in  their  path 
and  cried,  "Shame  upon  you,  CastiliansI  turn  at  once 
against  this  vile  rabble,  for  I  will  kill  any  man  who 
attempts  to  pass  this  way."  So  abashed  were  the 
men  by  this  resolute  demeanor  that  they  again  fell 

"  'Bolvib  k  la  grita,  Andr^  de  Tapia  [the  captain  of  hia  party]  matb  miS 
da  sesenta  MexicanoB,'  adds  Torquemada»  i.  558-9. 

M  «£sto  no  fae  aino  cinoo  dias.'  Bemal  Diaz^  Bid.  Verdad.^  140. 
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upon  the  Mexicans  and  defeated  them.*  Other 
women  of  less  valor  did  equally  good  service  as  sisters 
of  mercy,  to  tend  and  cheer  the  many  disabled.  One^ 
named  Isabel  de  Rodriguez,  attained  quite  a  reputa- 
tion in  curing  wounds,  a  success  attributed  chiefly  to 
her  holy  invocation,  for  in  applying  the  bandage  she 
invariably  uttered  the  formula,  "In  the  name  of  the 
father,  the  son,  and  the  holy  ghost,  one  true  God; 
may  he  cure  and  restore  thee!"^ 

Cortes  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  resume 
operations  in  order  to  prevent  the  utter  demoraliza- 
tion of  his  men,  although  they  could  advance  no 
farther  than  the  last  canal  on  the  Iztapalapan  road, 
which  was  strongly  fortified  to  protect  the  plaza.  On 
the  Tlatelulco  side  the  channel  separating  the  city 
from  the  causeway  had  been  reopened  as  a  barrier- 
No  serious  effort  was  made  to  pass  these  points,  and 
the  movements  were  effected  with  the  greatest  pru- 
dence possible. 

For  this  caution  several  reasons  existed,  based  on 
momentous  consequences  of  the  late  defeat.  In  tho'r 
exultation  the  Mexicans  had  imprudently  publish '^d 
the  oracular  utterance  that  within  eight  days  Mie 
Spaniards  would  be  destroyed,  though  many  Artec» 
would  also  perish.*'  Care  was  taken  that  this  divine 
proclamation  should  be  known  in  the  Spanish  camps, 
with  the  intent  of  disheartening  the  allies  and  pro- 
curing their  desertion.    This  main  object  accomplished,. 

**  Similar  women  of  course  were  Maria  de  Estrada,  the  heroine  of  Otumba, 
Beatriz  de  EBcobar,  Juana  Autrtin,  and  Beatriz  de  Palacioe.  Herrerct,  dec.  iii. 
lib.  ii.  cap.  i. 

•«  Oil  waa  the  chief  remedy.  Torquemadat  i.  558-60.  Bemal  Diaz  speaks 
of  a  soldier  named  Juan  Catalan  who  performed  cures  with  the  sign  of  the. 
cross  and  psabn-singing.  The  Tlascaltecs  also  besieged  the  man  for  his 
attentions.  *Y  Terdaderamente  digo,  que  hallanamos  que  Nuestro  Sellor 
lesn  Christo  era  servido  de  damos  esfuer^o, ..y  de  presto  sanauan.*  Not 
twenty  of  Alvarado's  men  were  free  from  wounds  at  this  time.  Hist.  Verdad.^ 
142.  Solis  allows  this  wonderful  healing  power  to  be  attributed  to  no  woman. 
HisL  Mex,,  ii  412.  But  then  he  was  a  strict  priest,  who  saw  woman  chiefly 
as  a  feeble  and  adoring  supplicant. 

^  'Que  de  ai  a  ocho  oias  no  aula  de  quedar  ninguno  de  nosotros  a  vida, 
porque  assi  le  lo  auian  prometido  la  noche  antes  sus  Dioses.'  Bemal  Diaz^ 
Hiit.  Verdad.,  149. 
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it  was  hoped  that  neighboring  districts  might  be  again 
persuaded  to  join  in  hostile  operations,  or  at  least 
assume  a  neutral  attitude  against  the  isolated  Span- 
iards. Severely  harassed  by  all  the  strength  of  the 
capital  and  its  allies^  the  Spaniards  would  be  unable 
to  maintain  the  siege  or  even  to  sustain  their  own 

Eosition,  particularly  if  supplies  were  cut  off,  and  so 
e  obliged  to  retreat.  Many  indeed  looked  upon  the 
Spaniards  as  doomed,  and  tired  besides  of  the  long 
siege,  so  contrary  to  native  ideas  of  warfare,  corps 
after  corps  of  their  allies  disappeared,  in  secret  retreat 
to  their  homes.  Others  were  suflSciently  shaken  in 
their  belief  to  lose  all  ardor,  the  more  so  when  they 
recalled  the  prophecy  of  disaster  uttered  by  the 
hanged  Xicotencatl.  Cortes  and  his  oflScers  did  all 
they  could  to  counteract  this  influence  by  referring  to 
previous  failures  of  oracles,  to  the  comparatively 
small  percentage  of  the  late  losses,  the  critical  condi- 
tion of  the  besieged,  and  their  efforts  to  gain  advan- 
tages by  spreading  lies.  Let  the  allies  but  abide  till 
the  end  of  the  term  mentioned  by  the  oracle  and  they 
would  be  convinced  of  its  falsity.  The  last  argument 
was  perhaps  the  strongest  that  could  be  offered  under 
the  circumstances,  and  it  was  decided  to  take  no  risks 
that  might  imperil  the  proof" 

These  precautions  were  imperative  in  view  of  the 
effect  of  Aztec  machinations  in  the  lake  districts  and 
outlying  provinces.  The  lake  towns  last  to  join  the 
Spaniards  relapsed  into  a  frigid  neutrality,  and  might 
have  risen  but  for  the  imposmg  proximity  of  the  fleet 
and  army.  Remoter  districts  assumed  a  more  decided 
attitude,  and  from  Quauhnahuac  came  an  urgent  ap- 
peal for  help  against  the  attacks  of  the  Malinalcas 
and  Cohuixcas,  prompted  by  Mexico.     Immediately 

**  Soils,  Hisl.  Afex.,  ii.  415,  states,  and  Presoott  hastily  affirms,  that  nearly 
all  the  allies  deserted,  aod  Bemal  Diaz  enumerates  the  mere  handful  that  re- 
mained ;  but  this  must  be  erroneous,  as  shown  by  the  course  of  the  narratives 
in  general.  Two  expeditions  were  sent  forth  about  tiiis  time,  and  the  large 
number  of  allies  which  joined  therein  may  account  in  part  for  the  gaps  which 
j^ave  rise  to  the  above  exaggeration.  Cort^,  indeed,  alludes  very  indirectly 
.to  any  defection. 
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after  the  late  victory  Quauhtemotzin  had  sent  envoys 
to  these  and  other  provinces,  in  every  direction,  bear- 
ing heads  or  flayed  skins  of  Spaniards  and  horses,  and 
other  tokens,  wherewith  to  impress  their  story  that 
more  than  half  of  the  white  besiegers  were  slain,  and 
that  the  remainder  would  soon  perish,  as  declared  by 
the  oracle.  It  behooved  them,  therefore,  to  decide 
at  once  whether  they  would  join  for  a  share  in  the 
spoils,  or  be  forever  excluded  from  all  favor  at  the 
hands  of  victorious  Mexico.  Thus,  while  many  were 
frightened  into  severing  their  connection  with  the  in- 
vaders, secretly  or  openly,  more  aggressive  provinces 
like  Malinalco  hastened  to  profit  by  the  state  of  affairs. 

To  detach  troops  under  the  circumstances  was  not 
agreeable,  and  many  officers  objected,  but  Cortes  con- 
sidered that  it  would  be  far  more  dangerous  to  Spanish 
prestige  and  prospects  to  encourage  such  hostile  move- 
ments by  a  passive  demeanor.  *'It  was  now  more 
necessary  than  ever,"  he  writes,  "  to  exhibit  prowess 
And  spirit,  so  as  to  hide  our  weakness  both  from 
friends  and  foes."  Andres  de  Tdpia  was  accordingly 
despatched  with  ten  horse  and  eighty  foot,  together 
with  a  considerable  force  of  allies.^  In  order  to  calm 
the  many  remonstrances  against  the  expedition,  he 
was  instructed  to  return  within  ten  days.  Tdpia 
found  the  enemy  awaiting  him  in  large  force  near  a 
hamlet  not  far  from  Malinalco,  and  at  once  prepared 
to  attack,  assisted  by  the  Quauhnahuacs.  The  ground 
being  level,  the  horses  proved  of  great  service,  and 
the  hostile  army  was  presently  in  flight  toward  Mali- 
nalco. This  place  was  strongly  situated  on  a  height, 
well  supplied  with  water,  so  that  Tdpia  considered  it 
useless  to  attempt  an  assault,  much  less  a  siege  when 
so  short  a  term  had  been  allowed  him,  and  he  accord- 
ingly returned. 

"Forty  thousand,  says  Iztlilxocbitl,  obtained  chiefly  from  Qaanhnahaao 
and  other  towns  subject  to  Tezcnco.  Hor,  Crueldades,  40.  Herrera  and  others 
mention  no  auxUiaries  from  the  camp.    Bemal  Diaz  is  confused. 
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The  complaint  from  Quauhnahuac  was  followed  by 
a  deeper  wail  from  Toluca  and  adjoining  Otoml  settle- 
ments in  the  mountain  region  west  of  the  lake.  The 
Matlalzincas,  devoted  adherents  of  Quauhtemotzin, 
had  been  induced  to  openly  declare  for  him  and  to 
invade  their  districts,  preparatory  to  advancing  against 
the  Spaniards.  This  intention  had  been  already  vaunt- 
ingly  proclaimed  by  the  Aztecs,  and  since  the  Matlalt- 
zincas  were  both  powerful  and  warlike,  the  necessity 
for  prompt  measures  became  even  more  apparent  in 
this  case.  The  tried  Sandoval  was  intrusted  with  the 
expedition,  composed  of  eighteen  cavalry,  one  hundred 
infantry,  and  a  large  force  of  allies  chiefly  Otomfs, 
which  soon  grew  to  about  seventy  thousand.  After 
a  quick  march  he  came  to  the  smoking  ruins  of  some 
settlements  and  startled  into  flight  a  band  of  maraud- 
ers, who  left  behind  them  a  quantity  of  plunder  and 
provisions,  including  some  tender  children  still  roast- 
mg  on  the  spit.  He  pursued  the  raiders,  and  after 
crossing  a  river**  came  upon  a  larger  force,  which 
turned  as  he  approached,  to  seek  safety  within  the 
town  of  Matlaltzinco,  over  two  leagues  distant.  The 
cavalry  made  terrible  havoc  among  them,  and  the  in- 
fantry following  in  their  wake,  killed  more  than  two 
thousand.  Those  who  escaped  made  a  stand  at  the 
town  to  cover  the  conveyance  of  families  and  effects  to 
a  fortified  hill  close  by.  This  was  pretty  well  accom- 
plished before  the  infantry  came  up  to  assist  in  cap- 
turing the  town.  The  defenders  now  fled,  and  the 
place  was  entered  and  burned,  after  being  rifled  of 
what  remained  to  take.  Since  it  was  late,  the  assault 
on  the  hill  was  deferred  till  the  morning.  There  the 
natives  maintained  a  loud  uproar  until  some  time  after 
midnight,  when  all  became  quiet.  With  early  dawn 
the  Spaniards  prepared  to  storm  the  hill  only  to  learn 
that  it  had  been  abandoned.  A  number  of  people 
were  seen  in  the  field,  however,  and  eagerly  the  sol- 
diers revived  the  fading  expectation  for  a  fray.     In  a 

^  The  Ghicnhiiaahtla.  Iztlilxochitl  calli  it. 
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twinkling  they  were  among  the  rabble,  and  a  number 
were  slam  before  the  explanation  gained  ears  that 
these  people  belonged  to  the  friendly  Otomls.  San- 
doval now  advanced  on  another  fortified  town,  whose 
cacique  threw  open  the  gates  on  beholding  the  hosts 
before  him,  and  not  only  offered  his  own  submission, 
but  promised  to  effect  the  submission  of  the  allied 
caciques  and  those  of  Malinalco  and  Cohuixco.  Re- 
gardless of  the  insinuations  of  the  Otomis  that  such 
promises  could  not  be  relied  on,  Sandoval  returned  to 
Mexico,  and  four  days  later  appeared  there  the 
caciques  of  all  these  provinces  to  tender  allegiance 
and  aid  for  the  siege." 

Meanwhile  the  portentous  eighth  day  had  dawned 
on  the  Spanish  camps.  Hardly  less  concerned  than 
the  natives,  the  soldiers  could  not  control  their  trepi- 
dation as  they  thought  of  the  oracle,  although  striving 
to  appear  indifferent.  Nor  were  they  without  tangible 
reasons  for  their  fears.  With  a  daily  growing  deser- 
tion among  the  much  needed  allies,  and  fading  enthu- 
siasm among  those  who  remained;  with  supplies  greatly 
reduced  owing  to  the  neutral  attitude  assumed  by  sur- 
rounding districts;  with  fresh  wars  upon  their  hands, 
which  demanded  not  only  more  hardships  but  a  di- 
vision of  their  weakened  forces;  with  constant  vigils 
and  alarms  amid  the  harassing  attacks  of  a  triumphant 
foe;  with  a  large  number  of  wounded  deprived  of  need- 
ful care  and  comforts,  and  above  all  the  ghastly  spec- 
tacle of  a  daily  sacrifice  of  late  comrades,  attended  by 
wild  and  imposing  celebrations — with  all  this  gloom 
and  distress  it  required  stout  hearts  indeed  to  remain 
steadfast.  Yet  they  were  firm ;  they  believed  in  the 
strength  and  justice  of  their  cause,  and  in  their  ulti- 
mate triumph,  though  momentarily  dismayed,  prayer 

^ '  Y  elloB  le  siruieron  muy  bie  en  el  oerco.'  Qijmwa^  HisL  Mtx,,  207. 
Ixtlilxochitl  claims  of  course  that  his  Tezcucans  formed  the  chief  auxiliaries 
of  Sandoval.  Bernal  Diaz  wrongly  siTes  Tdpia  this  expedition,  which  Gortte 
intimates  to  have  been  sent  about  three  days  after  the  return  of  the  Quaoh- 
nahnac  party.  CarUu,  237. 
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afforded  them  relief.  It  dissipated  fear  and  infused 
fresh  courage. 

Thus  passed  the  day,  amidst  fear  and  hope,  and  the 
Spaniards  still  existed.  The  Mexicans  do  not  appear 
to  have  made  any  special  effort  to  support  the  oracle 
by  a  determined  attack.  Nor  had  they  been  able  to 
open  any  effective  communication  with  the  mainland; 
for  although  the  lake  towns  had  withdrawn  their 
canoe  fleet,  they  offered  no  aid  to  the  besieged,  while 
the  brigantines  maintained  too  strict  a  guard  to  per- 
mit many  boats  to  gain  the  capital  with  supplies. 

The  mnth  day  came,  and  now  it  was  the  turn  of  the 
Spaniards  to  exult,  for  not  only  did  they  feel  inspired 
with  the  belief  that  providence  was  protecting  them — 
and  nobly  the  friars  helped  Cortes  to  impart  that 
stirring  idea — ^but  they  were  cheered  with  revived 
animation  among  the  allies  and  the  early  return  of 
most  of  the  deserters.  From  Tezcuco,  indeed,  came 
additional  troops  under  the  command  of  some  Span- 
iards there  stationed.*^  Cortes  greeted  the  returning 
corps  with  rather  cold  forgiveness.  He  showed  them 
that  besides  carrying  on  the  siege  without  their  aid 
he  had  undertaken  victorious  campaigns,  and  needed 
not  their  assistance.  Nevertheless,  since  they  had 
served  so  zealously  before,  he  would  not  only  over- 
look the  grave  crime  of  desertion,  due  partly  to  igno- 
rance of  Spanish  laws,  but  let  them  again  share  in 
the  final  reduction  of  the  city,  and  thus  gain  both 
revenge  and  riches.  Cortes  could  adopt  no  other 
course,  for  the  siege  could  not  be  carried  on  without 
the  alUes. 

Under  Spanish  training  the  latter  had  besides  grown 
very  efficient,  as  the  following  instance  will  illustrate: 
No  sooner  had  the  eight  portentous  days  passed  by 
than  Chichimecatl,  the  leading  Tlascaltec  captain 
serving  under  Alvarado,  disgusted  with  the  idle  fears 
which  had  unmanned  his  people,  and  eager  to  retrieve 

^'FarfaiL  and  Villareal  came,  says  Beraal  Diaz,  and  Tecapaaeca»  oaciqiM 
of  Topeyanco,  led  the  retaming  Tlascaltecs.  BiH,  Vtrdad.^  151. 
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them  in  the  eyes  of  the  Spaniards,  resolved  to  show 
both  them  and  the  Aztecs  what  he  could  do.  With 
the  aid  of  the  soldiers  the  first  fortified  channel  was 
/captured,  and  the  chief  advanced  into  the  city  with 
his  own  people  only,  the  flower  of  his  warriors,  after 
leaving  several  hundred  archers  near  the  passage  to 
keep  the  route  clear  for  retreat  With  unwavering 
columns  he  advanced  along  the  main  street  and  cap- 
tured the  next  canal  passage  after  a  fierce  struggle. 
Then  he  passed  onward  to  the  next,  maintaining  a 
sharp  contest  all  the  day.  Finally  came  the  hour  for 
returning,  and  the  Aztecs  bore  down  with  doubled 
fury  on  his  flank  and  rear.  The  retreat  was  per- 
formed in  good  order,  partly  owing  to  the  foresight 
of  leaving  a  rear  body;  and  Chichimecatl  came  back 
a  lauded  hero.*' 

Messengers  had  been  sent  to  the  allies  far  and 
wide  to  encourage  them  with  the  news  of  the  non-ful- 
filment of  the  oracle.  Ojeda  and  Marquez  went  in 
person  to  Tlascala,  partly  also  with  the  object  of  pro- 
curing certain  supplies.  They  left  Alvarado's  camp 
at  midnight  with  only  a  few  natives,  and  when  about 
half-way  to  Tepeyacac  they  perceived  a  train  of  men 
descending  from  the  hills  with  heavy  burdens,  which 
they  deposited  in  a  number  of  canoes.  Information 
was  at  once  sent  to  Alvarado,  who  placed  a  guard 
along  the  shore  to  check  this  smuggling  that  had 
evidently  escaped  the  cruisers.**  Ojeda's  party  pro- 
ceeded to  Tlascala  and  brought  a  large  train  of  provis- 
ions.** In  addition  to  this  the  camps  were  cheered 
by  the  arrival  of  a  party  of  recruits  with  quite  a  mass 
of  war  material,  chiefly  powder  and  cross-bows,  relics 

^' Cortes  leaves  the  impression  that  this  incident  took  place  during  the 
days  when  the  Spaniards  were  making  desultory  entries  into  the  city ;  bat 
since  he  does  not  speak  of  the  oracle  or  the  defection  the  affair  is  undecided. 
Torquemada,  i.  557f  intimates  that  Chichimecatl  served  under  Sandoval,  but 
this  is  wrong. 

**  Qjeda  magnifies  the  train  of  men  to  4000  and  the  canoes  to  3000.  fferrercty 
dec.  iii.  lib.  i.  cap.  xxii. 

^  Fifteen  hundred  loads  maize,  1000  loads  fowl,  900  sides  venison,  besides 
other  effects,  including  Xicotencatl's  confiscated  property  and  women.  Jd, 
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of  Ponce  de  Leon's  Florida  expedition.**  The  war 
stores  were  particularly  valuable;  so  low  had  run  the 
actual  stock  that  Cort^  was  preparing  more  Chi- 
nantec  pikes  to  cover  the  deficiency  in  weapons. 

Everything  was  again  ready  for  a  serious  revival  of 
hostilities.  Over  six  weeks  had  passed  since  the  siege 
began,  and  the  end  seemed  little  nearer  than  before. 
On  the  day  of  the  defeat  three  fourths  of  the  city 
might  be  said  to  have  been  reduced;  but  nearly  aJl 
this  advantage  had  been  lost,  owing  chiefly  to  the 
narrow  streets,  encompassed  by  houses  which  served 
both  for  attack  and  retreat,  and  the  numerous  traps  in 
the  form  of  canals  and  channels.  So  long  as  these 
obstacles  remained  the  progress  must  not  only  be 
slow,  ever  slower  as  advance  was  made,  but  the  troops 
would  be  constantly  exposed  to  fresh  disaster.  One 
more  defeat  might  ruin  all,  and  Cortes  resolved  to 
avoid  risks.  He  would  tear  down  every  building  as 
he  advanced  on  both  sides  of  the  streets,  and  fill  up 
every  channel;  "not  take  one  step  in  advance  without 
leavmg  all  desolated  behind,  and  convert  water  into 
firm  land,  regardless  of  the  delay."  So  writes  the 
general,  and  yet  he  expresses  regret  for  this  destruc- 
tion of  the  city,  "the  most  beautiful  in  the  world. "*^ 
In  pursuance  of  this  plan  he  asked  the  allied  chiefs  to 
summon  additional  forces  of  laborers  with  the  neces- 
sary implements.  They  eagerly  consented,  and  within 
a  few  days  the  men  stood  prepared. 

'^Herrera  intimates  that  the  material  may  have  been  a  conaignment  to 
Leon,  for  which  the  disappointed  owner  sought  a  market.  A  vessel  of  Aillon's 
fleet,  says  Bemal  Diaz,  JJUt,  Vcrdad,,  153. 

^'Some  time  before  he  had  expressed  the  same  intention,  and  the  fear  thai 
little  or  no  treasure  would  be  recovered.  Cartas^  222,  241.  Ixtlilxochitl 
claims  that  his  namesake  provided  100,000  men  for  the  task,  Hor,  Crueldade$t 
42,  and  Bemal  Diaz  states  that  this  prince  proposed  purely  a  strict  blockade 
as  a  safe  and  sure  plan,  liiat,  Vcrdad,^  150.  The  result  proves  that  this 
would  have  been  the  best  and  as  speedy  as  the  one  adopted,  while  the  city 
would  have  been  saved  from  destruction.  Ttiat  the  plan  was  ever  aerionaly 
suggested  among  this  impatient  crew  is  affirmed  by  no  other  authority. 
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THE     CONQUEST    ACHIEVED. 
jult-auoust,  1521. 

Thx  Destbotzbs  Advancb— Fixbce  Fiohtino  in  thz  Plaza— Dismal 
Situation  of  the  Mexicans— The  Work  of  Demolition— Mov»- 
MENTS  OF  Alyabado— The  Emperor  Refuses  to  Parley— Misery 
OF  THE  Aztecs  Unbearable— Horrible  Massacre  of  Women  and 
Children — The  Tender-hearted  Cortes  Mourns  oyer  his  own 
Work— Capture  of  the  Emperor— The  Conquest  Completed— Ban- 
QfusTs  and  Thanksoivinos— Dispersion  of  the  Allies  to  their 
Homes— Reflections. 

With  a  force  of  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand men  the  Spaniards  now  advanced  on  the  city,  a 
large  proportion  destined  wholly  to  raze  buildings,  fill 
channels,  and  remove  obstacles,  while  the  rest  were  to 
drive  back  the  enemy  and  keep  them  at  bay.  At  the 
channel  near  the  plaza  the  Mexicans  detained  the 
forces  for  an  hour  with  a  peace  proposal,  in  order  to 
gain  time  for  some  operation,  and  then  suddenly  they 
began  to  ply  their  missiles.  Cortes  was  not  slow  to 
accept  the  challenge,  and  led  the  attack  with  a  reck- 
lessness that  caused  his  followers  to  remonstrate  with 
him  for  exposing  so  valuable  a  life.  It  had  the  effect, 
however,  of  so  encouraging  the  charging  party  that 
the  channel  with  its  intrenchments  was  quickly  cap- 
tured. On  reaching  the  plaza  they  found  it  covered 
with  loose  stones,  which  prevented  the  horses  from 
running.  Several  streets  leading  to  it  were  blocked 
with  stone  barricades.  The  main  effort  for  this  day 
was  directed  toward  opening  the  approach  to  the 
plaza,  which  was  to  serve  as  the  starting-point  for 

(M») 
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subsequent  movements.  The  work  was  slow,  owing 
to  the  massive  character  of  the  buildings  along  the 
leading  avenue,  and  in  this  imperial  centre  of  the  city; 
but  myriads  swarmed  thereat,  and  structure  after 
structure  was  levelled,  opening  wide  access  to  the 
southern  causeway. 

The  Mexicans  made  repeated  efforts  to  stay  such 
ruthless  destruction.  But  their  onslaught  was  futile^ 
for  thundering  cannon  and  fiery  chargers  protected 
every  point.  "Burn  and  raze,  you  slaves,"  they 
shouted  to  the  auxiliaries  in  their  impotent  fury;  "yon 
will  have  to  rebuild  it  all,  either  for  us  if  we  win,  or 
for  your  present  masters  if  they  conquer  1"  And  so  it 
happened.  With  dreary  tasks  did  they  pay  for  the 
momentary  triumph  over  their  enemy.  jDuring  the 
withdrawal  of  the  troops  to  camp  in  the  evening  the 
Mexicans  were  able  to  make  a  forcible  demonstration, 
more  so  than  usual  on  these  occasions,  if  we  may  credit 
the  native  records.  They  pushed  in  front  of  their 
lines  a  fine-looking  Spanish  cross-bowman,  reserved 
from  the  late  captives,  and  sought  to  make  him  direct 
his  arrows  against  his  countrymen.  This  he  refused 
to  do,  always  shooting  too  high,  and  finally  the  enraged 
Aztecs  cut  him  down.  His  presence  naturally  inter- 
fered with  the  free  operations  of  the  soldiers,  as  the 
enemy  had  expected. 

On  the  following  days  Cortes  ascended  the  com- 
manding temple  pyramid  in  the  plaza,  and  thence 
directed  more  effectively  the  operations  for  razing 
buildings  and  driving  back  the  Mexicans,  who  fought 
with  desperation  for  every  foot  of  ground,  so  much  so 
that  on  one  dav  alone  fell  twenty  thousand  it  is  said. 
On  one  occasion  a  corps  of  Tlascaltecs  crossed  a 
canal  and  were  thrown  into  disorder  by  the  enemy. 
The  Aztecs  began  to  exult,  and  one  of  their  num- 
ber, a  muscular  warrior  with  enormous  bejewelled 
plumage,  armed  with  a  Spanish  sword  and  shield, 
shouted  a  challenge  to  any  Spaniard.  Several  were 
ready,  among  them  Hernando  de  Osma,  who  had  just 
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swum  across  the  canal  to  sustain  the  wavering  allies. 
Dripping  wet  he  rushed  upon  the  warrior,  but  received 
a  blow  which  cleft  his  shield.  Recovering  himself,  he 
dealt  the  Mexican  a  thrust  from  below  and  stretched 
him  dead,  whereupon  he  snatched  the.  sword  and 
plumage  and  sprang  back  in  time  to  escape  the  pursuing 
friends  of  the  fallen  man.  He  afterward  offered  the 
trophy  to  Cortes,  who  accepted,  but  returned  it  at 
once  with  the  remark  that  none  was  so  worthy  there- 
of as  he  who  had  won  it.  The  deed  served  also  to 
reanimate  the  Tlascaltecs,  and  they  sustained  their 
position. 

Not  long  after,  another  powerful  warrior,  similarly 
plumed,  came  forth  brandishing  a  Spanish  sword  and 
announcing  that  he  sought  the  glory  of  either  dying 
by  the  hand  of  a  brave  Spaniard  or  defeating  him. 
Cortes,  who  was  present,  told  him  that  ten  more  men 
like  himself  were  needed  to  match  one  soldier.  The 
warrior  insisted.  *' Very  well,"  said  the  general,  "this 
beardless  page  of  mine  shall  despatch  you,  and  de- 
monstrate the  mettle  of  our  Castilian  boys."  Juan 
Nunez  de  Mercado,  as  the  youth  was  called,  thereupon 
stepped  forward,  and  bravely  as  this  Goliah  fought, 
a  few  passes  from  the  skilled  arm  of  the  youngster 
soon  sufficed  to  lay  him  low.  This  feat  served  not 
alone  to  discourage  duels  with  Spaniards,  but  was  re- 
garded by  many  Mexicans  as  a  bad  omen.* 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  reverses  of  the  enemy, 
they  usually  rallied  in  the  evening  to  pursue  the 
troops  as  they  returned  to  camp,  the  allies  being  al- 
ways sent  back  first  so  as  to  leave  the  road  clear  for 
the  soldiers,  covered  by  the  cavalry.  One  day  the 
pursuit  was  not  made  for  some  reason,  and  a  few 
horsemen  ventured  to  look  into  it,  but  only  to  be 
driven  back  with  two  animals  badly  wounded.  Cortes 
resolved  to  be  avenged.  He  ordered  Sandoval  to  re- 
enforce  him  so  as  to  increase  the  number  of  horse  to 

^  Herrera,  dec.  iii.  lib.  U.  cap.  iL,  lib.  L  cap.  xx.,  places  tluB  incident  on 
the  third  day  of  entry  into  the  city. 
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forty.  Thirty  of  these  were  posted  early  in  the  day 
in  a  hiding-place  near  the  plaza,  and  close  by  a  hun- 
dred select  soldiers  and  a  corps  of  Tlascaltecs.  When 
the  hour  came  to  return  to  camp,  the  Mexicans,  as 
expected,  fell  upon  the  retreating  lines  in  stronger 
force  than  ever,  encouraged  by  the  achievement  of 
the  previous  evening  and  by  the  pretended  timidity 
of  the  ten  horsemen  who  covered  the  rear.  When 
the  first  columns  of  pursuers  had  well  passed  the 
hiding-place,  the  signal  was  ffiven,  and  with  ringing 
Santiagos  the  parties  in  anioush  rushed  upon  the 
startled  warriors.  Finding  their  retreat  cut  off,  the 
severed  section  lost  presence  of  mind,  and  permitted 
themselves  to  be  butehered  like  cattle.  When  the 
massacre  was  over,  fully  five  hundred  of  the  flower  of 
the  Aztec  armies  covered  the  ground.*  Never  again 
were  the  Spaniards  exposed  to  pursuit  near  or  beyond 
the  plaza,  or  indeed  to  any  such  fierce  charges,  and 
the  horses  became  again  an  object  of  awe.* 

The  captives  were  questioned  regarding  the  condi- 
tion of  the  city,  and  from  them  a  revelation  was 
obtained  showing  that  the  majority  of  the  occupants 
were  in  favor  of  capitulation,  but  afraid  to  express 
their  views  in  face  of  the  firmness  of  Quauhtemotzin 
and  his  party,  who  were  resolved  to  defend  their  city 
to  the  end.  And  there  was  still  enthusiasm  among 
the  Mexican  people.  Women  and  cripples  could  be 
seen  preparing  and  bringing  war  material  for  stronger 
arms  to  use;  they  swept  dust  from  the  roofs  into  the 
faces  of  assailants,  while  children  threw  tiny  stones 
and  lisped  an  echo  of  the  curse  that  fell  from  the  lips 

'  *  Todoa  loB  maa  principales  y  esforzados  y  valientes.'  Cortia,  Cartas^  244. 
And  2000  captives.  fxtlUxochitl,  Hor.  Crueldades,  43.  'Tuuieron  bien  q  oenar 
aquella  noche  Iob  Indioa  nuestros  amigos/  obseirea  Gomara,  nnctuonsly.  Hist, 
Mex.  J  209.  Bemal  Diaz,  who  claims  to  have  been  among  the  100  select,  in- 
timates that  Alvarado  also  formed  an  ambuscade  that  day,  though  less 
effective.  HisiL  VerdcuL^  153-4.  In  rushing  from  the  hidmg-phice,  says 
Cort^,  two  horses  collided,  one  of  them  throwing  its  rider  and  charging 
alone  amid  the  foe.  After  receiving  several  wounds  it  sought  refuge  among 
the  soldiers  and  was  conducted  to  camp,  where  it  died. 

'  *  Fu^  bien  principal  causa  para  que  1a  dudad  mas  presto  se  gaoase/ 
CorUs,  Cartas,  245,  but  this  must  be  regarded  as  an  exaggerated  estimate. 
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of  their  parents.  But  all  this  manifest  spirit  was 
slowly  but  surely  subsiding,  and  deep  and  dismal 
woe  was  settling  down  upon  them.*  Alas  for  Mexico, 
pride  of  the  grand  plateau  I  Alas  for  thine  ancient 
grandeur!  Blotted  out  forever  must  be  thy  culture, 
crushed  thy  budding  progress!  The  days  of  thy  glory 
are  ended;  and  so  are  thy  bloody  ceremonies  and  sac- 
rificial stones! 

Long  sieges  had  never  suited  the  native  ideas  of 
warfare,  and  experience  could  therefore  teach  little 
in  the  preparation  for  the  event.  Vast  supplies  had 
been  accumulated  by  the  Mexicans^  but  a  large  influx 
of  fugitives  from  the  lake  towns  had  swelled  the  num- 
ber of  non-combatants  and  had  helped  to  diminish  the 
food  supply,  which  had  received  but  scanty  additions, 
owing  to  the  close  watch  of  the  cruisers.  Nor  had 
any  restrictions  been  placed  on  consumption,  since  the 
provisions  were  chiefly  in  private  hands.  Now  famine 
was  raging  with  rapidly  increasing  horrors,  and  jewels 
were  offered  by  the  handful  for  an  equal  quantity  of 
food.^  Excluded  from  such  competition,  the  poorer 
classes  sought  in  holes  and  canals  for  snails,  lizards, 
and  rats,  skimmed  the  surface  of  the  water  for  its 
mucilaginous  scum,  or  tore  up  the  earth  for  roots  and 
weeds,  glad  even  to  chew  the  bark  of  trees,  and  anx- 
iously waiting  for  the  scanty  allowance  of  brackish 
water.  Disease  was  marching  hand-in-hand  with  hun- 
ger, and  weakened  by  their  sufferings  hundreds  were 
left  to  linger  in  torment  till  welcome  death  relieved 
them.  The  frequency  of  these  incidents  made  the 
people  callous,  and  the  sufferings  even  of  near  friends 

*fferrera,  dec.  iii.  lib.  iL  cap.  ii.  Torqnemada,  i.  660,  564,  wavers,  inti- 
mating in  one  place  that  all  were  determined  to  die.  When  the  people  at  last 
inclined  to  peace,  says  Gromara,  Qnauhtemotzin  opposed  it  on  the  ground  that 
they  had  once  decided  for  war,  *  contra  su  Tolun^Mi  y  consejo.*  nist.  ifer., 
213.  Most  of  the  revelation  was  made  by  a  woman  of  rank,  it  appears.  Car- 
ried away  by  his  love  for  hero-paintine,  Frescott  has  either  missed  or  ignored 
the  facts  which  now  reveal  his  lalse  coloring. 

^  *  Y  asi  escondidas  huvo  algunos  Principales  de  las  Provincias  cercanas  que 
acudieron  con  algun  maiz  para  sola  llevar  joyas.'    That  is,  where  the  croisera 
allowed  such  smuggling.  Ihiran,  UiaL  Ind.,  MS.,  ii.  497. 
Bm.  Hn.  Vol.  I.   48 
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were  looked  on  with  indifference  by  the  gaunt  and 
hollow-eyed,  who  were  themselves  marked  for  death. 

Kegardless  of  the  consequences,  many  crept  at 
night  close  to  the  Spanish  camps  in  search  of  roots 
and  refuse  which  could  no  longer  be  found  within 
their  precincts.  Advised  of  such  movements,  a  body 
of  soldiers  and  allies  was  sent  out  before  sunrise  one 
day  and  fell  on  a  large  number,  slaughtering  many  of 
them  before  discovering  them  to  be  starving  women 
and  children.*  It  was  necessary  to  take  increased 
measures  even  against  these  surreptitious  attempts  to 
sustain  the  defence,  and  to  keep  in  the  useless  popula- 
tion, though  there  was  little  prospect  of  any  important 
exodus,  since  the  fear  of  the  savage  and  cannibal 
auxiliaries  who  surrounded  the  city  made  its  very 
pest-holes  appear  attractive  places  of  refuge.  The 
vessels  were  particularly  efficient  for  this  purpose,  the 
more  so  since  the  crews  had  found  a  ready  means  to 
render  the  submerged  stakes  and  palisades  of  little 
hindrance.^  They  were  thus  enabled  to  ravage  the 
suburbs,  and  to  cooperate  with  the  other  forces  by 
landing  and  driving  the  inhabitants  toward  the 
narrow  quarter  in  which  they  were  now  confined. 
They  had  not  always  an  easy  task,  however,  for 
the  Mexicans  were  growing  more  reckless,  and 
would  sometimes  venture  to  meet  even  the  *  winged 
houses.' 

On  one  occasion  a  portion  of  the  fleet  was  closely 
beset  in  a  confined  place,  and  the  flag-ship  happening 
to  strand  on  some  timbers  the  crew  became  panic- 
stricken  and  sought  to  abandon  her.  Martin  Lopez, 
the  builder,  who  was  the  chief  pilot,  at  once  turned 
against  the  deserters,  and  being  a  large  and  powerful 
man  he  pitched  two  into  the  water,  beat  and  bruised 
half  a  dozen  others,  and  soon  compelled  their  return 
to  duty.     He  thereupon  led  them  against  the  enemy 

•About  1000  were  killed,  mys  Ixtlilxochitl,  Hor.  Cruddades,  44 ;  but  Gortte 
puts  the  killed  and  captured  at  more  than  800.  Cartas,  245. 

7  'Osauan  nuestroe  vergantines  romper  las  estaoftdas. .  .remanaa  oon  graa 
.fuer^  y. .  .a  todas  yelas.'  BerncU  Diaz,  Hist.  Verdad.,  150. 
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and  drove  them  off,  killing  the  leader,  who  was  a 
prominent  officer.  For  this  important  service  the 
brave  Lopez  was  rewarded  with  a  captaincy." 

Cortds  made  quite  rapid  advance  in  the  work  ot 
demolition,  considering  the  immensity  of  it.  The 
Tlacopan  road  had  been  levelled,  rendering  communi- 
cation easy  with  the  camp  of  Alvarado,  and  on  the  eve 
of  Santiago's  day*  the  greater  part  of  the  main  street 
to  the  market  was  gained.  This  thoroughfare  bore 
afterward  the  name  of  Guatemotzin,^^  because  this  em- 
peror's palace  was  here  situated.  Strongly  fortified, 
its  capture  was  not  effected  without  a  severe  struggle, 
wherein  many  a  brave  fellow  met  his  fate.  During 
the  fight  Alderete's  horse  became  unmanageable  from 
a  thrust,  and  rushed  amid  the  enemy  in  mad  fury, 
creating  more  disorder  by  his  pawing  and  biting  than 
a  squad  of  soldiers  could  have  done.^^ 

Equally  severe  was  the  struggle  on  the  following 
days  in  entering  and  filling  a  street  with  a  wide 
canal,  adjoining  the  main  road.  At  the  same  time 
was  taken  a  temple,^^  wherein  a  number  of  impaled 
bearded  heads  stared  the  horrified  Spaniards  in  the 
face.    Tears  filled  the  eyes  of  the  beholders,  and  rev- 

* '  De  la  Capitana,  que  ^1  havia  salvado/  says  Herrera,  while  asserting  that 
the  captain  Villafuerte  abandoned  her;  but  this  hardly  agrees  with  his  owb 
later  statements  that  Villafuerte  remained  in  charge  of  the  fleet,  dec.  iii^ 
lib.  i.  cap.  xxi.;  lib.  ii.  cap.  viii.     The  slain  leader  is  called  the  lieutenant- 

raeral  of  Quauhtemotzin,  and  his  death  'fue  causa,  que  mas  presto  se  ganase 
Ciudad,*  IWquemada,  i.  558,  all  of  which  is  doubtful.  A  similar  reward 
to  that  of  Lopez  was  accorded  on  another  occasion  to  a  soldier  named  Andres 
Nnfiez,  who  after  the  captain  had  abandoned  his  vessel  led  her  to  the  rescue 
of  two  consorts.  When  the  commander  came  to  resume  his  post  Nufiez  re- 
fused to  admit  him,  saying  that  he  had  forfeited  it.  On  being  appealed  to, 
CorUa  sustained  the  brave  fellow  and  gave  him  the  commano,  in  which 
capacity  he  rendered  important  service.  Herr^ra^  dec.  iii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  i. 

*  July  25th,  according  to  Glavigero,  while  Torquemada  less  correctly  makeb 
it  Aujorust  5th. 

^^The  Spanish  corruption  of  Quauhtemotzin.  'La  calle  q*^  ba  al  tianguU 
de  Tlatelulco  q^  se  llama  de  Guatimosa.'  Libro  de  CabildOy  MS.,  88. 

"Herrera  names  Magallanes  as  one  of  those  who  succumbed  under  thj» 
onslaught  of  a  chief,  but  nis  death  was  avenged  by  Diego  Castellanos,  a  noted 
marksman,  dec.  iii.  lib.  i.  cap.  xx.  On  this  occasion  Iztlilxochitl  intimatoi9 
that  his  namesake  captured  his  brother,  the  usurper  king  of  Tezcuco,  and  sur- 
rendering him  to  Corti^,  he  was  at  once  secured  with  shackles.  IJor,  CrueldadeSf 
4SM.  *De  manera  que  de  cuatro  partes  de  la  ciudad,  las  tres  estaban  ya  par 
noaotroa.'  CorUs,  Cartas,  246. 

"At  the  comer  of  the  street  leading  to  Sandoval's  quarter.  Id.,  247. 
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erently  the  ghastly  remains  were  taken  down  to  re- 
ceive Christian  rites." 

The  progress  of  Cortes'  party  in  the  direction  of 
Tlateluico  market,  the  objective  point  of  all  the 
movements,  had  impelled  Alvarado  to  almost  super- 
hmnan  efforts  to  gain  before  them  a  spot  lying  much 
nearer  to  his  camp.  Once  within,  he  hoped  to  keep 
his  gromid,  for  it  was  large  and  level,  twice  the  size 
of  the  market-place  in  Salamanca,  says  Cortes,  and 
capable  of  accommodating  sixty  thousand  persons.  It 
was  lined  with  porticos,  wherein  more  substantial 
traders  had  their  shops,  while  the  open  square  was 
covered  with  booths,  between  which  the  Spaniards 
had  so  often  wandered  to  gaze  on  products  of  every 
variety,  from  field  and  forest,  from  river  and  mountain, 
as  well  as  from  the  workshop  of  artisan  and  artist." 
Thus  it  was  formerly;  but  now  were  to  be  displayed 
onlv  the  worst  phases  of  human  selfishness,  cunning, 
and  brutality;  olood  and  corpses  in  lieu  of  fabrics  and 
provisions;  fierce  war-cries  and  the  clash  of  arms  in 
place  of  merry  traflfickings  and  the  clink  of  coin. 
By  the  day  following  Santiago's  day  Alvarado  had 
levelled  a  wide  approach,  and  now  he  resolved  to  direct 
his  whole  strength  against  this  plaza,  leaving  merely 
a  portion  of  his  auxiliaries  to  attend  to  further  razing 
operations.  Before  dawn  the  next  morning  he  ad- 
vanced with  all  his  force  and  took  the  Aztecs  by 
surprise.  He  effected  an  entrance  with  little  trouble, 
and  was  able  to  meet  in  good  order  the  bands  which 
came  to  retrieve  their  neglect  by  fierce  charges.  They 
were  led  by  the  renownea  orders  of  Tigers  and  Eagles, 
conspicuous  in  their  corresponding  gear,  and  eager  to 
maintain  the  reputation  which  had  gained  for  them 
their  insignia.  Mayehuatzin,  lord  of  Cuitlahuac,  was 
also  among  the  prominent  leaders,  but  the  cavalry 
soon  obliged  him  to  turn  in  flight,  and  enabled  the 

''I  knew  three  of  them,  writes  Bemal  Diaz.     'Las  enterramos  en  vna 
Jglesia,  que  se  dize  aora  los  Hdrtires.*  Hist,  VerdcuL,  153. 
^*  For  a  full  description  see  Native  Baces,  ii  382  et  seq. 
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infantry  to  capture  a  number  of  the  shops  which 
lined  the  market,  and  begin  to  pillage.  Much  more 
determined  proved  the  division  under  the  Tiger  cap- 
tain, Coyohuehuetzin,  who  fell  back  and  maintained 
himself  on  the  Momuztli  edifice. 

While  the  main  portion  of  the  Spanish  forces  thus 
fought  at  different  points  in  the  plaza  with  varying  ad- 
vantage. Captain  Gutierre  de  Badajoz  was  ordered  to 
capture  the  great  temple  which  overlooked  the  market. 
It  was  held  by  Temilotzin  and  Tlacatecatl,  who  fiercely 
disputed  his  advance.  Time  and  again  were  his  men 
driven  back,  or  sent  tumbling  down  the  steps,  bruised- 
and  bleeding,  many  a  one  never  to  rise.  But  Badajoz 
persevered,  and  step  by  step  he  climbed  upward, 
sustained  by  reenforcements,  till  after  two  hours  of 
hard  contest  the  summit  was  gained,  first  by  Alf^rez 
Montano.  Woe  now  to  the  defenders  remaining!  Not 
a  Spaniard  there  but  had  wounds  to  show,  and  not 
one  who  did  not  strive  to  exact  blood  for  blood.  It 
was  a  repetition  of  the  aerial  combat  of  the  year  before 
on  the  summit  of  the  central  temple.  The  Mexicans 
neither  expected  mercy  nor  asked  it;  rather  longed 
they  to  dedicate  their  last  breath  to  the  gods,  and 
gain  by  glorious  death  admission  into  the  abode  of 
the  blessed.  By  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  the 
two  wooden  towers  holding  the  altars  and  idols  were 
gained,  and  the  next  moment  dense  smoke  columns 
rose  to  announce  the  victory  of  the  Spaniards.^*  Loud 
rose  the  wail  of  the  natives  as  they  witnessed  the 
portentous  result,  and  with  the  recklessness  of  despair 
they  renewed  their  onslaught,  led  by  Axoquentzin 
and  the  Eagle  captain,  Quachic.    So  severely  pressed 

^  Cortes  saw  the  smoke  from  his  camp,  from  which  he  was  preparing  to 
start.  Cartas^  247.  Herrera  leaves  the  impression  that  Alf^rez  Montafio 
captured  the  temple,  dec.  iii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  i.,  but  he  was  probably  only  the  first 
to  step  on  the  summit.  Bemal  Diaz,  who  fought  under  Alvarado,  states  dis- 
tinctly that  Badajoz  led  the  party,  but  he  is  no  doubt  incorrect  in  adding  that 
the  fight  on  the  top  continued  till  niffht.  Hist,  Verdad,^  153.  Torquemada,  i. 
565,  refers  to  the  temple  as  the  Acatliyacapan.  Duran  makes  Gort^  appeal 
to  the  Chalcans,  and  they  'tomando  la  delantera  del  Ej^rcito,  y  con  ellos 
Yxtlilxachitl. .  .ganaron  el  Cue  grande.'  Hist.  Ind,,  MS.,  ii.  506.  This  must 
be  a  Chalcan  version. 
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^BB  Alvarado  that  he  was  obliged  to  call  down  Bada- 
joz  and  to  concentrate  his  forces,  abandoning  the 
several  temples  which  surrounded  the  large  pyramid. 
Encouraged  by  this  success  the  Mexicans  pushed 
their  advantage  from  all  sides,  and  unable  to  hold 
their  position  the  Spaniards  retired  with  considerable 
loss,  including  three  horses." 

Nothing  daunted,  Alvarado  repeated  his  entry  on 
the  following  day,  and  met  with  comparatively  little 
opposition,  the  enemy  being  evidently  discouraged  by 
the  fall  of  the  temple  and  the  resolute  bearing  of  the 
Spaniards.  He  now  passed  through  and  came  up  to 
Cort^'  party,  by  whom  he  was  received  with  ringing 
and  repeated  cheers.  The  latter  had  just  captured 
the  last  canal  and  intrenchments  near  the  market- 
place, after  a  sharp  struggle,  and  now  the  general  and 
his  doughty  lieutenant  entered  the  market  and 
ascended  the  lofty  pyramid,  on  which  the  royal 
banner  waved  a  proud  welcome,  while  beside  it  the 
still  impaled  heads  of  white  and  dusky  victims  re- 
called the  bitter  vengeance  yet  to  be  exacted.  Sur- 
veying the  city  beneath  him  on  all  sides,  Cortes  says: 
*/It  seemed  undoubted  that  of  eight  parts  we  had  gained 
seven."  The  late  magnificent  metropolis,  the  finest 
and  largest  on  all  the  northern  continent,  displayed 
now  a  mass  of  ruins,  through  which  the  broad  paths 
levelled  by  the  invaders  led  to  the  one  comer  which 
alone  remained  to  the  besieged,"  wherein,  amid  famine, 
pest,  and  putrefying  bodies,  they  huddled  in  packed 
masses,  sending  forth  from  their  midst  the  groans  of 
dying  and  loud  lamentations,  in  an  atmosphere  so  pes- 
tiferous that  the  soldiers  who  entered  the  lately  aban- 
doned lanes  were  almost  stifled.    People  were  found 

'*  Ooniani,  Hist.  Mex, ,  210.  Gort^  calls  them  wounded  merely.  Sahagtm's 
native  version  of  the  plaza  fi^ht  ia  very  conf asing,  and  mixed  with  that  m  the 
struggle  against  the  other  divisions,  *y  tomaron  los  bergantines  [two]  d  Ice 
espauoles,  y  llevar6nlo8  A  una  laguna  que  llaman  Amaaalco.*  Hist,  Conq.  (ed. 
1840),  202-3.     But  this  must  be  a  mistake. 

^^  'Que  se  llama  Atenantitech,  donde  ahora  esth  edificada  la  Iglesia  de  la 
poncepcion,  junto  de  la  Albarrada. '  Torquemada,  i.  553.  Tetenamitl  ward, 
«ayB  Sahagun  in  one  edition.  Hist.  Conq.  (ed.  1840),  209. 
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in  different  stages  of  hunger  and  disease^  meeting  the 
soldiers  with  passive  indifference  in  the  recklessness 
of  despair.  Beyond  on  the  roofs  stalked  the  warriors, 
gaunt  and  yellow,  like  caged  and  starving  beasts. 

Cortds  telt  painfully  oppressed  on  beholding  so 
much  misery,  and  at  once  ordering  a  stay  of  hostili- 
ties he  sent  some  captive  chiefs  to  Quauhtemotzin  with 
peace  proposals,  showing  the  utter  futility  of  further 
resistance,  which  could  involve  only  a  needless  inflic- 
tion of  suffering  and  slaughter,  and  embitter  against  him 
and  his  the  besieging  forces.  He  was  prepared  to  forget 
all  past  animosity,  and  respect  the  persons  and  prop- 
erty of  the  besieged,  and  his  rights  as  sovereign,  and 
demanded  in  return  only  the  renewal  of  allegiance 
already  offered  in  Montezuma's  time.  Quauhtemotzin 
scarcely  gave  the  messengers  time  to  speak,  before  he 
answered  solemnly:  **Tell  Malinche  that  I  and  mine 
elect  to  die.  We  will  intrust  ourselves  neither  to  the 
men  who  commit,  nor  to  the  God  who  permits,  such 
atrocities  I" 

Struck  by  the  lofty  bearing  of  the  doomed,  and 
desirous  of  securing  the  treasure  which  the  besieged 
assured  him  would  all  be  cast  into  the  water  before 
his  fingers  should  touch  it,  Cortes  again  sent  a 
proposal,  formally  attested  by  notary  and  witnesses, 
declaring  that  the  responsibility  for  the  terrible  con- 
sequences which  must  follow  the  rejection  of  his  offer 
would  fall  wholly  on  the  besieged.  But  all  without 
avail.  And  when  the  priests  came  and  declared  the 
oracle,  "Appeased  by  sacrifice  the  gods  have  prom- 
ised victory  after  three  days,"  Quauhtemotzin  made 
answer,  his  council  being  present:  **It  is  well.  And 
since  it  is  so,  let  us  have  a  care  of  the  provisions,  and 
if  need  be  die  fighting  like  men.  Let  no  one  hence- 
forth speak  of  peace  under  pain  of  death  I" 

Preparations  were  accordingly  made  to  renew  hos- 
tilities at  the  designated  time,  on  which  occasion 
sacred  relics  were  to  be  brought  into  service  from  the 
paraphernaha  of  Huitzilopochtli,  one  a  twisted  snake 
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sceptre  set  with  mosaic,  called  the  Xiuhcoatl,  which 
was  said  to  become  alive  when  launched  against  the 
foe  and  terrify  them  to  flight;  the  other  a  war- dress 
of  feathers  tipped  with  an  owFs  head  of  fearful  aspect, 
an  «gis  to  scatter  the  enemy." 

Cortds  on  his  side  was  not  impatient  to  break  th& 
truce,  for  he  knew  that  hunger  and  disease  were  effi- 
ciently fighting  his  battle,  and  he  was  besides  busy  con- 
structing in  the  market-place  a  catapult  which  was  to 
soon  end  his  labors  there  whatever  might  be  the  fur- 
ther decision  of  the  Mexicans.  The  idea  had  been 
suggested  by  a  soldier  named  Sotelo,  who  boasted  of 
muitary  science  acquired  during  the  Italian  wars; 
and  since  powder  was  becoming  scarce  the  necessary 
carpenters  were  readily  furnished  to  construct  the 
machine.  "Behold!"  cried  the  Tlascaltecs,  pointing 
it  out  to  the  Mexicans,  "behold  a  monster  mechanism 
which  will  quickly  annihilate  you!"  But  on  trial  it 
proved  a  failure. 

Then  messengers  were  again  despatched  to  Quauh- 
temotzin  to  talk  of  peace,  and  were  told  that  they 
should  have  an  answer  soon.  Next  day  the  Span- 
ish sentinels  observed  a  great  commotion  among  the 
Mexicans  and  a  gathering  of  armed  masses.  They 
gave  due  notice  of  this,  but  before  the  troops  were 
luUy  prepared  the  enemy  came  rushing  from  their  re- 
treats with  a  suddenness  that  threw  the  first  opposing 
lines  in  disorder,  a  number  bein^  wounded  and  several 
killed,  at  least  among  the  auxiliaries.*'  The  troops 
quickly  rallied,  however,  under  cover  of  the  artillery,, 
and  Cortds  resolved  to  inflict  chastisement.    Alvarado 

'^Thifl  or  a  third  relic  bore  the  name  of  Mamalhuaztli.  Sahagun  alao- 
refers  to  a  divine  bow  and  arrow.  Hist.  Canq. ,  53-4.  Bat  his  editions  vary 
in  text;  see  that  of  1840,  210>12.  The  serpent  was  invoked  even  after  the 
conquest,  says  the  pious  friar,  and  he  heard  Father  Tembleque  relate  that  he 
one  day  opened  his  window  during  a  storm  and  had  his  left  eye  injured  by 
a  ray  of  lightning,  which  damag^  the  house  and  adjoininc  church.  This 
ray,  the  Mexicans  assured  him,  was  the  Xiuhcoatl,  conjured  up  by  the  sor- 
cerers, for  they  had  seen  it  issue  in  the  form  of  a  big  snake  through  the  door. 
The  editor  Bastamante  tells  an  equally  impressive  story  in  connection  with 
an  attempt  to  account  for  the  snake  and  lightning. 

''One  being  killed  and  two  horses  wounded,  iemcd  Diaz,  loc  cit. 
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was  ordered  to  attack  a  large  ward  containing  over  a 
thousand  buildings,  while  the  remaining  forces  should 
turn  against  the  main  quarter.  Incited  by  the  presence 
of  the  mystic  owl  and  the  sacred  snake -bearer,  the 
Mexicans  fought  with  an  indifference  to  fate  that 
turned  the  war  into  a  butchery.  When  the  survivors 
were  driven  back  it  was  ascertained  that  over  twelve 
thousand  Mexicans  had  been  killed  or  captured. 

The  promised  victory  had  proved  a  disastrous  de- 
feat, and  even  the  most  hopeful  Mexican  sank  into  the 
depths  of  despair.  This  feeling  was  greatly  fostered 
by  a  strange  occurrence  about  this  time,  which  the 
native  records  describe  as  a  fiery  whirlwind,  resolving 
into  flames  and  sparks.  It  rose  with  great  noise  in 
the  north,  after  sunset,  revolved  over  the  doomed 
quarter  and  disappeared  in  the  lake,  leaving  the  natives 
overwhelmed  with  apprehensions.^ 

Their  eyes  were  fully  opened  to  the  situation.  And 
in  pondering  on  the  dreadful  past  and  present,  the 
dreadful  future  became  dim,  even  its  terrors  growing 
every  day  fainter.  They  had  been  passive  under  the 
pain  of  wounds  and  under  hardships  indescribable; 
but  when  at  last  frenzied  mothers  and  fathers  seized 
upon  their  own  offspring  to  still  the  pangs  of  hunger 
over  which  sane  minds  no  longer  had  control;  when 
others  began  furtively  to  look  about  for  less  closely 
allied  beings  whereon  to  feed,  then  indeed  a  stranger 
and  more  terrible  fear  came  over  them.^^ 

When  Cortes  returned  with  full  force  on  the  follow- 
ing day  to  renew  the  fight,  crowds  of  miserable  beings 
came  forth,  repulsive  in  their  emaciated  and  haggard 
appearance,  careless  of  their  lives  yet  clamoring  for 

^Sahagun,  Hist.  Cong,  (ed.  1840),  213.  The  editor  Bustamante  speaks  of 
a  similar  phenomenon  in  Michoacan  in  1820.   Id.  (ed.  1829),  68. 

SI  *  De  loB  niQoa  no  qued6  nadie,  que  las  mismas  madres  y  padres  loe  comian,* 
is  the  statement  of  the  native  records.  Id.,  210.  Yet  Torquemada,  i.  572, 
assumes  that  the  Mexicans  would  not  eat  of  their  own  race.  Thousands  ha<l 
already  died  of  starvation  without  touching  the  flesh  of  countiymen,  though 
priests  partook  of  children  sacrificed  during  ordinary  festivals ;  but  at  last  the 
scruple  among  the  masses  was  overcome  by  despair.    See  Native  BactSt  ii. 
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mercy  and  for  bread.  Moved  by  the  appeal,  ne  ordered 
them  not  to  be  injured,  and  proceeded  to  answer 
certain  chiefs  who  had  summoned  him  to  a  parley. 
'*Son  of  heaven!"  they  cried,  *' within  one  brief  day 
and  night  the  tireless  orb  returns.  Why  dost  not 
thou  also  finish  thy  task  as  quickly?  Kill  us,  so  that 
we  may  no  longer  suffer,  but  enter  paradise  and  join 
the  happy  throng  already  sent  thither  1"**  He  told 
them  that  in  their  hands  was  the  remedy.  They  had 
but  to  cease  their  insane  opposition,  and  their  suffering 
would  cease,  for  he  would  give  them  food  and  respect 
their  persons  and  property.  No  satisfactory  answer 
was  returned.  They  were  evidently  afraid  to  speak  of 
peace,  though  eager  for  it.  Cortes  felt  convinced  that 
the  emperor  and  a  few  leading  nobles  were  the  only 
persons  holding  back,  and  willing  to  spare  the  people 
he  again  resolved  on  an  appeal. 

A  distinguished  captive  was  prevailed  on  to  carry 
this  message  in  order  to  give  it  more  weight,^  and  to 
use  his  influence  with  the  emperor.  On  appearing 
before  Quauhtemotzin  the  noble  began  to  speak  of 
the  kind  treatment  he  had  received  from  the  Span- 
iards. Praise  of  this  nature  hardly  accorded  with  the 
mood  of  the  ruler  or  with  the  views  he  wished  to 
impart,  and  no  sooner  did  the  envoy  allude  to  peace 
than  he  was  ordered  away  with  an  imperious  sign  to  the 
stone  of  sacrifice."  Any  fate  for  ruler  and  people  was 
betterthanto  fall  intothehands  of  Christian  civilization. 
At  the  same  time  the  warriors  faintly  threw  themselves 
against  the  Spaniards  with  shouts  of  "Death  or  liberty!" 
The  attack  cost  the  besiegers  a  horse,  and  several  men 
were  wounded,  but  the  charge  was  easily  repelled,  and 
was  followed  up  by  further  slaughter.  That  night  the 
allies  encamped  within  the  city. 

*' '  Porque  no  acabaa  c5  el  que  noe  acabe? . .  Desseamos  la  muerte  por  yr  a 
^scansar  cO  Quet^aicouatlh,*  lulds  Croznara,  Hist.  3/ ex.,  210-11. 

^  The  chroniclers  call  him  an  uncle  of  the  Tezcucan  king,  but  this  appears 
»o  be  a  misinterpretation  of  Cortte'  text,  wherein  he  says  wat  such  an  uncle 
jBud.  captured  the  prisoner. 

^*CorU8,  Cartas,  251.  This  was  partly  in  accordance  with  the  law  against 
^tobies  who  returned  from  captivity,  as  already  instanced. 
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The  following  day  Cortes  again  approached  some 
nobles  at  an  intrenchment  and  asked,  "Why  remains 
the  emperor  so  stubborn?  Why  will  he  not  come  and 
43peak  with  me,  and  stay  the  useless  slaughter  of  his 
subjects?"  Bound  by  superstitious  loyalty  to  their 
ruler,  weepingly  they  replied,  "We  know  not;  we  will 
fipeak  with  him;  we  can  but  diel"  Presently  they 
returned  to  say  that  Quauhtemotzin  would  present 
himself  in  the  market-place  on  the  following  noon. 
Dehghted,  Cortes  ordered  a  dais  to  be  prepared  on 
the  raised  masonry  platform  recently  used  for  the 
catapult,  together  with  choice  viands.  At  the  ap- 
pointed hour  the  Spanish  general  appeared  in  state, 
with  the  soldiers  drawn  up  in  line,  ready  to  do  honor 
to  the  distinguished  guest.  After  waiting  impatiently 
for  some  time,  they  saw  five  personages  approach,  who 
proved  to  be  the  bearers  of  excuses.  Quauhtemotzin 
•could  not  come,  but  desired  to  learn  the  wishes  of 
Malinche.^ 

Concealing  his  chagrin,  Cortes  caused  the  nobles  to 
be  entertained,  and  then  he  sent  them  to  their  master 
with  assurance  of  good  treatment;  they  soon  returned 
with  presents,  and  said  the  emperor  would  not  come. 
Again  they  were  sent,  and  again  their  efforts  were 
unavailing.  The  truth  is,  Cortes  desired  with  the 
monarch  to  secure  his  treasure;  else  he  would  not 
long  have  stayed  his  bloody  hand.  On  the  other 
hand,  though  Quauhtemotzin's  conduct  might  be  at- 
tributed to  selfish  obstinacy,  he  well  knew  that  even 
for  his  people  death  was  to  be  scarcely  more  feared 
than  capture;  now  they  might  at  onoe  enter  paradise, 
but  the  foreigners  sought  them  but  to  enslave. 

The  following  day  the  five  nobles  again  kept  Cortes 
waiting  with  a  promise  that  the  emperor  would  meet 
him.  The  hour  having  passed  without  his  appearance, 
the  allies,  who   had   been   kept  in  the  background 

^  '  Tenia  mucho  miedo  de  ]mrecer  ante  ml,  y  tambien  estaba  malo.'  Cortes, 
Cartas,  253.  'Empacho/  explains  Herrera,  dec.  iii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  vii.  He 
learod  to  be  shot.  Bernal  Diaz,  IJist,  Verdad.,  164. 
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during  the  negotiations,  were  called  forward  and  the 
order  was  given  for  assault,  Sandoval  directing  the 
fleet  along  the  shore  and  up  the  canals  to  the  rear. 
"Since  they  will  not  have  peace,  they  shall  have 
warl"  cried  Cortds.  Then  the  carnage  became  fearful. 
Spaniards  and  auxiliaries  alike,  two  hundred  thousand 
strong  and  more,  so  it  was  said,  abandoned  themselves 
to  the  butchery,  while  Satan  smiled  approval.  In 
helpless  despair,  like  cooped  beasts  in  the  shambles, 
they  received  the  death-blow  as  a  deliverance.*"  I 
will  not  paint  the  sickening  details  so  often  told  of 
chasms  filled,  and  narrow  streets  blockaded  high  with 
the  dead  bodies  of  the  unoffending,  while  down  upon 
the  living  settled  desolation.  It  must  indeed  have 
been  appalling  when  he  who  had  brought  to  pass  such 
horrors  writes :  "  Such  was  the  cry  and  weeping  of 
children  and  women  that  not  one  amongst  us  but  was 
moved  to  the  heart. '^  Then  he  attempts  to  throw 
upon  the  allies  the  blame  of  it.  "  Never,"  he  says, 
**was  such  cruelty  seen,  beyond  all  bounds  of  nature, 
as  among  these  natives."  Already,  before  this  mas- 
sacre of  forty  thousand"  the  streets  and  houses  were 
filled  with  human  putridity,  so  that  now  the  Span- 
iards were  forced  to  burn  that  quarter  of  the  city  to 
save  themselves  from  infection. 

Another  morrow  engenders  fresh  horrors.  The 
three  heavy  guns  are  brought  forward  to  assist  in  dis- 
lodging the  besieged.  Fearful  lest  the  emperor  escape 
him  in  canoes,  Cortes  directs  Sandoval  to  place  ves- 
sels on  the  watch  for  fugitives,  particularly  at  the 
basin  of  Tlatelulco,*^  into  which  it  is  proposed  to  drive 

^  <Ni  tenian  nl  hallaban  flechas  ni  yaxBS  ni  piedru  con  que  no8  ofender. .  • 
No  tenian  paso  per  donde  andar  sino  por  encima  do  loe  mnertos  y  por  las  a«>* 
teas.*  CoH^s,  Cartcui,  254. 

'^  'Mataron  y  prendieron  mas  de  cuarenta  mil  dnimas.*  Id.  Ixtlilzochitl, 
Jlor,  CrudtUuIeSf  48,  raises  the  number  to  50,000,  while  Duran  states  that 
over  40,000  men  and  women  perished  while  fleeing.  Hisl,  Ind,,  MS.,  iL  510. 
What  pained  the  conquerors  most,  however,  was  the  sight  and  knowledge  of 
what  immense  quantity  of  booty  eluded  them  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  uiese 
marauders. 

*"  *  Entre  la  Garita  del  Peralvillo,  la  place  de  Santiago  de  Tlatelolco  et  le 
pont  d'Amaxac.'   So  says  Pichardo.  Humboldt,  Esmi  Pol.,  i.  103.    '  DondB  a» 
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the  besieffed,  there  to  catch  the  king  and  nobles  with 
their  gold  and  jewels.  Of  a  truth  Cortes  does  not 
wish  to  kill  the  miserable  remnant  of  this  so  lately 
proud  race — particularly  if  thereby  he  loses  the  en- 
caged treasure.  So  he  again  appeals  to  them,  and 
the  Cihuacoatl,^  chief  adviser  of  the  emperor,  appears 
and  is  treated  with  great  courtesy.  After  a  time  he 
takes  his  departure,  then  for  the  first  time  declaring 
that  Quauhtemotzin  will  on  no  account  present  him- 
self "  Return  then,"  exclaims  Cortes  in  ill-suppressed 
anger,  "and  prepare  for  death,  invoked,  not  by  high 
and  holy  purpose,  but  by  obstinate  timidity!"*^ 

Five  hours  are  thus  gain.ed  by  the  wily  monarch 
for  the  escape  of  the  women  and  children,  who  pour 
out  in  swarms,  the  fainting  supported  by  the  feeble, 
all  emaciated  and  haggard,  and  many  marked  by 
wounds  or  disease.  Seeing  which  the  allies  pounce 
upon  them,  all  stricken  and  defenceless  as  they  are, 
and  murder  them,  to  the  number  of  fifteen  thousand. 
And  the  same  number  perish  in  the  fall  of  broken 
bridges,  in  the  choked  canals,  and  from  the  tread  of 
their  fellow  fugitives.  How  glorious  is  war!  How 
noble  the  vocation  I  How  truly  great  the  hero  of  such 
hellish  deeds!  Blush,  oh  sun!  for  making  such  to- 
morrows; for  lending  thy  light  to  human  intelligence 
by  which  to  do  such  diaboUcal  wickedness ! 

Observing  no  signs  of  surrender,  Cortes  openea  fire 
with  his  cannon  and  gave  the  signal  of  attack. 
Another  massacre  followed,  the  Mexicans  displaying 
the  same  apathy  and  sullen  indifference  to  death  as 
on  other  late  occasions.  At  some  points,  however, 
large  bodies  surrendered,  and  the  remaining  Mexican 

emborcaban  para  Atzlapotzalco,'  adds  Bofltamante.  IxtlUxochiU,  Hor,  Cruel- 
dad€S,50. 


HUt.( 
4-porB 

^  *  Porqne'les  queria  oombatir  y  acabar  de  matar.  *  CdrUu,  256.  *  Paes  eran 
barbaros,  que  no  queria  dezar  hombre  vivo,  q  se  fueasen.*  Herrera,  dec  iii. 
lib.  ii.  cap  yii. 
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quarters  were  fast  falling  into  the  conqueror's  hands 
Sandoval  on  his  side  was  closely  guarding  the  water 
front  and  preparing  to  cooperate.  Entering  the  har- 
bor basin  with  a  portion  of  the  fleet,  he  bore  down  oa 
the  canoes  with  a  crash,  upsetting  the  greater  nam- 
ber,  filled  chiefly  with  nobles  and  their  families,  of 
whom  a  large  portion  perished.  The  canoes  whicb^ 
escaped  scattered  in  different  directions,  into  canals  and 
corners,  most  of  them  however  turning  toward  a  nook 
of  the  basin  with  the  brigantines  in  hot  pursuit.  At 
this  momenta  few  boats  of  larger  build  emerged  from 
a  retreat  at  the  other  end  and  paddled  rapidly  toward 
the  open  lake. 

Warned  by  his  commander  to  watch  closely  for  the 
emperor,  Sandoval  had  not  failed  to  observe  the 
movement,  and  he  immediately  directed  Garcia  de 
Holguin,  captain  of  the  fastest  vessel,  to  overhaul  the 
fugitives,  who  might  be  persons  of  note.  Aided  botb 
by  sails  and  oars,  Holguin  speedily  gained  on  them^ 
and  they  began  to  scatter  in  different  directions,  evi- 
dently with  a  view  to  confuse  him;  but  a  captive  on 
board  indicated  one  as  most  likely  to  contain  the- 
emperor.'^  On  approaching  it  the  archers  levelled' 
their  cross-bows,  whereupon  a  sign  of  surrender  was- 
made,  with  the  pleading  cry  that  Quauhtemotzin  was^ 
there.  As  the  overjoyed  Holguin  stepped  down  tO' 
secure  his  captives,  among  whom  were  the  young 
empress,  the  king  of  Tlacopan,  and  other  prominent 
personages,^  the  monarch  bade  him  respect  his  con- 

'^The  diatrngniahed  captive  said:  'Capitan  sefior,  diie  bnena  mafia,  qno 
aquellos  indios . . .  eon  esclavos  de  Guatimu^in,  e  podra  ser  qu^l  ya  alii  huyendoy 
porque  su  bandera  ya  no  pares^e.'  OviedOf  iii.  516.  A  canoe  of  twenty  rowers 
and  Dearing  a  number  of  people.  Gomara,  Hist.  Conq. ,  212.  See  alao  Vetan- 
cvrt,  Teatro  Mex, ,  pt.  iii.  164 ;  Claviyero,  SCoria  Meas, ,  iii.  230.  A  small  canoe, . 
says  Duran. 

'' Torquemada,  i.  570-1,  followed  by  Glavigero,  mentions  besides  Tetle- 
panquetzaltzin,  king  of  Tlacopan,  the  fugitive  king  of  Tezcuoo;  but  this  Is 
doubtful,  as  we  have  seen.  He  enumerates  several  dignitaries.  Brasaear  de 
Bourbourg  names  Tlacahuepan,  son  of  Montezuma,  while  his  authority, 
Ixtlilxocmtl,  states  that  his  namesake  captured  him  and  Tetlepanquetsaltziii. 
in  another  canoe,  and  in  a  third  Pajiantzin  Oxomoc,  widow  of  Emperor  Coit- 
lahuatzin.  IJor.  CrueldadeSt  50.  *Quahutimoc  se  puao  en  pie  en  la  popa  de  sa . 
canoa  para  pelear.  Mas  como  vio  ballestas . . .  rindio  se. '  uomara,  //t«l.  Mex. , . 
213.    This  probably  assumed  fact  has  been  elaborated  by  some  writers  into  an^ 
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sort  and  his  retinue.  •  As  for  himself,  he  was  at  his 
disposal. 

Conducted  by  his  captor,  he  passed  along  the  streets 
to  the  presence  of  the  conqueror,  the  object  of  ten 
thousand  eyes,  for  rumor  had  preceded  him.  Men 
rested  from  the  slaughter  to  gaze  at  him.  In  the  dis- 
tance was  heard  the  din  of  battle,  but  along  the  cap- 
tive's path  there  fell  a  hush.  His  was  a  striking 
figure.  The  grave,  careworn  face  betokened  suffering. 
He  wore  a  dingy  blood-stained  robe,  and  the  pallor 
which  overspread  a  naturally  fair  face  was  yet  more 
heightened  by  the  feverish  brilliancy  of  the  eyes,  now 
bent  dejectedly  on  the  ground,  now  looking  straight 
before  him.  He  walked  with  a  firm  step,  and  young 
as  he  was,  the  majestic  flignity  of  the  prince  and 
leader  impressed  every  beholder.  ''He  was  quite  a 
gentleman,"  graciously  affirms  Bemal  Diaz.  Cortes 
had  stationed  himself  on  the  roof  of  a  high  building 
in  the  Amaxac  ward,®  thence  to  direct  operations, 
and  now  he  caused  a  dais  to  be  prepared,  and  a  table 
with  refreshments.  When  the  emperor  approached 
the  guard  drew  up  in  line,  and  the  general  advanced 
with  benign  dignity  and  led  him  to  a  seat  by  his 
side.  "Malinche,"  said  the  captive,  "I  have  done  all 
within  my  power  for  the  defence  of  my  people,  but 
the  gods  have  not  favored  me.  My  empire  is  gone, 
my  city  is  destroyed,  and  my  vassals  are  dead.  For 
what  have  I  to  live?  Rid  me  therefore  of  worthless 
existence."^    Saying  this,  with  his  hand  he  touched 

heroic  act.  The  incident  has  heen  pbioed  by  tradition  as  occurring  near  the 
kkter  Puente  del  Cl^rigo.  But  this  can  hardlv  be.  See  note  27.  According 
to  Bemal  Diaz,  Sandoval  came  up  shortly  after,  on  learning  the  news,  and 
demanded  the  suirender  of  the  captives  to  him  as  the  commander  of  the  ileet» 
who  had  ordered  Holguin  to  pursue  the  canoes.  The  latter  refused,  and  a 
delay  occurred,  during  which  another  crew  hurried  to  bear  the  tidings  to  Cortes 
and  claim  the  reward  granted  for  first  reports.  Two  captains  were  now  sent 
to  summon  the  disputants  and  captives.  Hist.  Verdcul.y  155.  Cort6s,  while 
according  in  his  letter  the  credit  of  the  capture  to  Holguin,  promised  to  refer 
the  claim  to  the  king.  Holguin  figures  some  years  later  as  regidor  and  estate 
owner  in  the  city. 

**  *  Elsta  casa  era  de  un  principal  tlatilulcano  que  se  llamaba  Aztaoatzin.' 
Sahagyn,  HiU,  Conq.,  55. 

*^The  versions  of  this  remarkable  speech  vary  greatly.  'Habia  hecho 
todo  lo  que  de  su  jiarte  era  obligado  para  defenderse  A  si  y  d  los  suyos  hasta 
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a  dagger  in  the  belt  of  Cortes.  The  general  sought 
to  reassure  him,  declaring  that  none  could  resist  the 
Christian's  God.  He  had  performed  his  duty  bravely, 
like  a  good  prince,  and  should  be  treated  as  such. 

Although  the  great  end  was  thus  accomphshed, 
slaughter  and  pillage  were  continued  until  long  after 
vespers.  Before  the  troops  withdrew  to  their  respec- 
tive camps,  the  prisoners,  including  the  pretty  em- 
press, Tecuichpo,  were  conducted  to  safe  quarters  in 
Coyuhuacan.  Shortly  afterward  a  rain  set  in,  aiding 
the  efforts  of  the  Spaniards  to  check  the  auxiliaries 
in  their  maraudings,  and  this,  developing  toward  mid- 
night into  a  furious  storm  with  lightning  and  thunder, 
seemed  to  the  homeless  Mexicans  to  be  the  xiulicoail 
of  Huitzilopochtli  and  the  tumult  of  departing  deities. 
To  the  conquerors  this  flashing  and  thundering  of 
heaven's  artillery  was  the  salvo  attending  victory, 
which  was  celebrated  in  feasting  and  merriment  till 
came  late  slumber  with  visions  of  gold,  and  lands,  and 
vassals. 

Thus  ended  Tuesdajfc,  the  13th  of  August  1521, 
sacred  to  St  Hippolytus,  and  accordingly  adopted  by 
the  conquerors  as  patron  saint  of  the  city.  JDurii^ 
colonial  regime  the  day  was  annually  celebrated  by  a 
solemn  festival,  wherein  the  leading  citizens  and  offi- 
cials rode  on  horseback  in  procession  round  the  city, 

venir  en  aquel  estado,  que  ahora  ficieae  d^l  lo  que  yo  qnisieae.'  CorUs,  Cartas, 
257.  '  Di^i^ndole  que  le  diesse  de  puflaladas  4  lo  matasse,  poraue  no  era 
racon  que  viviesse  en  el  mnndo  hombre  que  avia  perdido  lo  que*!  avia  per- 
dido,*  adds  Oviedo,  iii  422.  'Pregontdronle  por  los  chripstianoB,  ^  dizo: 
No  me  pregunt^  esso;  4  si  me  quereys  matar;  matadme  ya:  que  harto  estoy 
de  vivir/  says  another  version.  Id.,  517.  'Iria  mui  conaolado  adonde  bob 
dioses  estabui,  especialmente  haviendo  muerto  k  manoe  de  tal  Capitan. '  Her- 
rerra,  dec.  iii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  TiL  '  Why  so  stubborn  ?*  is  the  way  Duran  opens 
the  conversation  on  Cortes'  part.  hist.  Ind.,  MS.,  iL  509.  'Toglietemi  con 
questo  pugnale  una  vita,  che  non  perdei  nella  difesa  del  mio  Regno.'  Clam- 
gero,  Storia  Mess.,  iii.  230.  See  also  Ixtlilzochitl  and  others.  Writers  gen- 
erally go  into  ecstacy  over  this  utterance.  'Magnanimo/  exclaims  Peter 
Martyr,  dec.  v.  cap.  viii.  'Heroic,'  ejaculates  Bustamante  in  support  of 
Chimalpain's  encomium.  -Hist.  Cong.,  ii.  75.  'Ce  trait  est  digne  du  plus  beau 
temps  de  la  Gr^ce  et  de  Rome.'  Humboldt,  Essai  Pol.,  i.  193.  'A  spirit 
worth v  of  an  ancient  Roman,'  echoes  Prescott,  Mex.,  ilL  206.  Bemal  bias 
flays  the  emperor  wept,  and  with  him  his  chiefs.  Hist,  Verdad.,  155. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


THE  PESTHOLES  EVACUATED.  689 

headed  by  the  viceroy  and  the  alfdrez  mayor  bear- 
ing a  banner  commemorative  of  the  conquest."  For 
seventy-five  days  consecutively,  says  Cortes,*  the  siege 
had  been  wreathing  its  coils  midst  almost  hourly  scenes 
of  bloodshed,  wherein  nearly  one  thousand  Spaniards 
and  two  hundred  times  that  number  of  allies  had  taken 
part,  one  hundred  or  thereabout  of  the  former  falling, 
and  many  thousands  among  the  latter.*' 

As  for  the  Mexicans,  most  of  the  early  authorities 
assert  that  fully  one  hundred  thousand  perished, 
besides  those  who  died  from  pest  and  famine.**  At 
the  order  of  their  sovereign,  after  the  proclamation  of 
peace,  the  miserable  remnant  began  to  evacuate  their 

'^Made  a  few  years  later  by  order  of  the  city  council.  It  waa  not,  aa 
many  suppose,  the  original  standard,  for  this  was  hidden  during  two  centu- 
ries among  rubbish  in  the  university,  as  stated  in  its  records.  It  now  exists 
in  the  museum,  forming  a  piece  about  a  yard  square,  which  shows  on  one  side 
the  Virgin  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  with  hands  joined  in  prayer,  and 
bearing  on  her  head  a  crown  of  gold  surrounded  by  a  halo  and  a  circle  of 
stars ;  on  the  other  are  the  royal  arms.  Boturini,  Idea,  157.  In  his  CcUdlogo, 
75,  this  author  assumes  it  to  be  the  standard  given  to  the  Tlascaltecs,  but 
Carbajal  states  that  at  Tlascala  exists  another  standard  of  Ck)rt6s*,  with  royal 
arms,  HUt,  Mex.,  ii.  637,  with  a  picture  of  the  above  named  virgin.  See 
also  BeaumorU,  Cr6n.  Mie\,  ii.  345-6.  'Ry  order  of  July  31,  1528,  the  city 
council  orders  bull-fights  and  other  entertainments  in  honor  of  the  day,  *e  q 
todos  cabalguen  los  q  tovieren  bestias.  *  lAbro  de  OabiMo,  MS. ,  127, 234.  Mex- 
icans are  never  seen  to  share  in  the  procession.  *Tan  prof  undo  eaiA  en  sua 
iUiimos  la  herida.*  Ccam,  Trea,  Siglos,  i.  3;  Humboldt,  Msai  Pol,  i.  192.  A 
minute  account  of  the  ceremonies  on  the  occasion  is  given  in  Monumentos 
Hist.  Admin,  Colon,,  MS.,  365,  copied  from  the  Archivo  General, 

"^Counting  from  May  30th,  Cartas,  257,  and  so  it  is  stated  in  the  grant  to 
Cortes  of  £2scudo  de  Armas.  Duran  and  Ixtlilxochitl  extend  it  to  80  and 
and  Bemal  Diaz  to  93  days.  'Despues  de  muchoe  combates,  y  mas  de  sessenta 
peleas  peligrosisimas.'  Acosta,  Hist.  Nat.  Ind.,  525. 

''Over  60  soldiers  were  lost  in  the  creat  defeat,  and  small  numbers 
now  and  then,  while  the  auxiliaries,  less  skilled  in  fighting  and  chiefly  un- 
armored,  succumbed  in  hordes.  Oomara  says  about  50  soldiers,  6  horses, 
and  not  many  Indians;  Herrera  modifies  to  'a  little  over'  50;  Torquemada 
advances  to  'less  than  100,*  and  Clavigero  to  'more  than  100  Spaniards.' 
Hernandez,  in  his  Estadist.  M^.,  232,  computes  such  curiously  exact  figures  aa 
107  Spaniards,  18,915  Tlascaltecs,  and  33,240  Aztecs.  Ixtlilxochitl,  ever  eager 
to  enlarse  upon  the  services  of  his  race,  claims  that  30,000  Tezcucans  fell  out 
of  200,000  employed,  Hor,  Crueldades,  51;  but  this  is  evidently  exaggerated. 

""'En  que  murieron  infinites.'  Oomara,  Hist,  Mex,,  213;  Herrera,  dec. 
iii.  lib.  ii.  cap.  viii.;  Clavigero,  Storia  Mess.,  uL  232-3.  Bustamante  raises 
the  number  killed  to  '150,000  at  least.'  CMmalpain,  Hist.  Cong,,  ii.  74; 
Ixtlilxochitl,  loc.  dt.,  to  240,000,  including  most  of  the  nobles;  while  Tongue- 
mada,  i.  577,  observes  'que  de  veinte  partes,  no  quedb  vna,  aviendo  perecido, 
y  muerto  las  diez  y  nueve,'  he  and  several  others  allowing  the  estimate  of 
fully  300,000  inhabitants.  The  survivors  are  estimated  at  from  30,000  persona 
by  Torquemada  to  70,000  warriora  by  Oviedo,  iii  516. 
Hist.  ICsx.,  Vol.  I.   44 
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pest-holes,  and  to  seek  the  fields  adjacent,  now  lustrous 
green  under  refreshing  rains.  Ahl  it  was  pitiful,  life 
to  them  now,  this  world  a  great  charnel-house  filled 
with  the  bones  of  their  loved  ones,  and  their  hearts 
dead  though  still  bleeding.  What  were  their  sins 
more  than  those  of  others,  that  they  should  be  so 
stricken,  that  they  should  be  so  ground  to  the  dust 
while  the  conque;rors  flushed  with  victory  were  exult- 
ing before  Grod  because  he  had  so  ordered  and  accom- 
plished? They  had  sacrificed  human  beings  on  the 
altars  of  their  gods,  sixty  thousand  in  one  year,  some 
said.  But  what  were  these  butcheries  of  the  Span- 
iards but  human  sacrifices^  of  more  than  six  times 
sixty  thousand  in  one  yearl  Behold  them  as  they 
file  along  the  causeway,  the  very  sun  striking  black 
and  stiflmg  on  their  famine-stricken  forms  and  ago- 
nized faces.  On  them,  then,  ye  conquerors  1  Complete 
your  work;  for  in  its  swift  continuance  is  their  earliest 
rest  I* 

The  14th  of  August  the  troops  entered  the  surren- 
dered quarters  to  review  their  work  and  its  results.  "  I 
swear,'  writes  Bernal  Diaz,  "that  the  lake  and  houses 
and  abodes  were  so  full  of  bodies  and  heads  of  dead 
men  that  I  am  unable  to  convey  an  idea  thereof;  for 
in  the  streets  and  courts  of  Tlatelulco  there  w^re  no 
other  things,  and  we  could  walk  only  amidst  dead 
bodies."^  Many  became  sick  from  the  stench,  and 
Cortes  ordered  fires  to  be  lighted  to  purify  the  air. 
Natives  were  sent  to  bring  forth  the  dead,  and  with 
them  went  Spaniards  seekmg  for  gold,  silver,  precious 

**'Hi9o  herrar  algnnoe  Hombree,  y  Mngeres  por  EsclaTos;  k  todoB  los 
dembm  dex6  en  libertad.*  Torquemada,  573.  *A  muchos  indios  4  indias,  por^ 
que  estaban  dadoB  por  traydores,'  says  Oviedo,  iii.  517.  Gortte  stayed  and 
punished  those  who  took  slaves,  'annque  todavia  herraron  en  la  cara  A  algunos 
mancebos  y  mngeres.'  So  states  the  natiye  record  of  Sahagun,  Bigt.  Conq, 
(ed.  18i0),  231.  But  if  he  punished  slave- takers  it  was  for  not  declaring  the 
capture  to  the  royal  official.  Dnran  reduces  his  account  of  Spanish  liberality 
to  an  absurdi^,  but  more  from  politic  reasons  than  because  he  had  not  at 
hand  better  evidence,  Hut.  /ncf.,  MS.,  ii.  510. 

^  HisL  Verdad,  156.  <Io  sospetto,  che  da'  Messicani  lasdati  fossero  a  bella 
posta  insepolti  i  cadaveri,  per  isoacciar  coUa  pnxza  gU  AssediatorL'  ClavigeiVt 
Storia  Mesa.,  iii.  231.  But  this  is  unlikely.  A  severe  siege  will  prodaoe 
such  results. 
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stones,  and  plumage,  leaving  textile  fabrics  and  other 
less  valued  effects  to  the  allies;  but  the  quantity 
known  to  have  been  obtained  fell  far  below  their 
extravagant  expectations,  and  in  their  disappointment 
the  soldiers  searched  the  persons  of  fugitives,  looking 
into  their  very  mouths  for  hidden  gold,  says  a  native 
record.  Bemal  Diaz  complains  that  the  brigantine 
crews  had  already  plundered  the  wealthiest  persons, 
who  were  in  the  canoes,  and  had  sacked  the  treasure7 
houses  while  the  others  were  fighting.  They  in  their 
turn  aflfirmed  that  the  Mexicans  had  cast  their  treas- 
ures into  the  lake.  The  mysterious  depths  harbor 
many  secrets,  and  beneath  the  waters,  round  the 
fiun^  city  of  the  Aztecs,  tradition  still  places  glitter-^ 
ing  deposits  of  untold  extent. 

Three  or  four  days  after  the  fall,  Cortes  passed  over 
to  Coyuhuacan  with  the  greater  part  of  his  forces,; 
there  more  formally  to  celebrate  the  end  of  the  siege 
in  banqueting  and  thanksgiving.  A  feature  of  the 
performance  was  a  solemn  procession  by  all  the  sol- 
diers, bareheaded,  with  banners,  raising  their  voices 
in  praise  to  God,  who  had  given  them  the  victory, 
and  who  was  so  soon  to  be  worshipped  from  gulf  to 
southern  sea.*^ 

The  services  of  the  allies  being  at  present  no  longer 
needed,  Cortes  assembled  them  to  speak  farewell. 
He  dwelt  in  flattering  terms  on  their  brave  and 
effective  deeds.  He  promised  they  should  be  duly 
represented  to  his  majesty,  who  would  reward  them 
with  singular  privileges.  To  the  chiefs  were  then 
given  shields,  robes,  and  other  articles,  with  promises 
of  more  lands  and  vassals.  The»  they  went  their 
vay,  happy  in  their  slaves  and  spoils,  happy  in  the 
thought  of  humbled  foe,  happy  in  the  promises  of  the 

^  Bemal  Diaz  relates  that  although  wine  and  provisions  from  Cnba  were 
abundantly  dispensed  at  the  banquet,  yet  there  was  not  room  for  one  third 
of  the  solcuers,  and  much  discontent  grew  out  of  it,  nartly  from  the  utterance^ 
of  drunken  men.  A  dance  followed.  Father  Olmeao  complained  of  so  much 
revelry  before  the  rendering  of  due  thanks  to  God.  Gort^  pleaded  that  sol- 
diers must  be  allowed  some  license,  but  the  following  day  was  set  apart  for 
veligious  services.  SieL  Verdad^,  156. 
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Spaniards;  they  did  not  know,  poor  simpletons,  that 
all  along  the  aays  and  nights  of  this  terrible  siege, 
with  sword  and  lance  on  Aztec  breast,  they  had  been 
foi|^g  their  own  fetters,  which  they  and  their  children 
long  must  wear.^ 

The  conquest  of  Mexico  was  less  a  subjugation  by 
Spanish  soldiers  than  their  skilful  manoeuvring  of  New 
World  forces  against  one  another.  Had  Anihuac 
been  united  it  would  have  succumbed  less  readily, 
perhaps  never.  As  it  was,  while  the  native  nations 
were  slaying  each  other,  fighting  out  their  ancient 
feuds,  the  astute  Spaniards  laid  their  all -possessing 
hand  upon  the  country.  • 

Nor  was  any  apology  on  their  part  needed  before 
Christendom.  Mankind  to  this  day  have  not  become 
so  humane  and  just  as  not  to  find  excuse  for  any 
wrong  within  the  realms  of  strength  and  inclination. 
What  then  could  be  expected  of  an  age  and  nation 
wherein  it  was  not  uncommon  to  cloak  crime  under 
the  fair  garb  of  religion.  Hitherto  came  the  Span- 
iards to  murder  and  to  rob:  to  rob  and  murder  in 
the  name  of  charity  and  sweet  heaven.  No  excuses 
were  necessary,  however  convenient  to  that  end 
came  the  appeals  of  the  Cempoalans  groaning  under 
terrible  oppression  at  the  hand  of  a  race  deSghting 
in  blood  and  extortion;  a  race  which  within  two  cen- 
turies had  risen  from  a  degrading  servitude  largely 
by  means  of  intrigue  and  treachery;  a  race  stamped 
with  ignoble  characteristics  born  of  serfdom,  and 
eager  to  retaUate  on  others  for  their  past  humilia- 
tion, yet  energetjp,  enterprising,  and  advancing  with 
rapid  strides  along  the  pathway  of  indigenous  culture. 

^  Bustamante  oomments  on  the  non-falfilznent  of  the  promises  to  Tlascala, 
flaying  that  the  republic  was  rightly  served  for  lending  herself  to  the  inyaders. 
Sahagun,  Hist.  Conq.,  144.  0&  their  way  home,  says  Ixtlilxochitl,  the  Tlas- 
caltecs  and  their  neighbors  plundered  Tezcuco  and  other  towns.  With  the 
•laTes  carried  home  by  his  namesake,  he  adds  consolingly,  the  destroyed 
palaces  of  Tezcuco  were  rebuilt.  Hor.  Cruddades,  62-3.  The  Tlascaltecs 
*aun  Ueuaron  hartaa  cargas  de  tasajos  cecinados  de  Indies  Mexicanos,  que 
^partienm  entre  sos  parientes. .  .por  fiestas.'  BentalDka^  Hiit,  VtrdouL^  157- 
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Ambitious  to  rule,  they  sent  their  armies  to  bring 
province  after  province  under  the  yoke.  Rapacious 
collectors  followed  to  press  the  substance  out  of  tha 
people,  for  the  appetite  of  themselves  and  their 
masters.  Confiscation,  enslavement,  and  desolation 
marched  in  the  train,  and  the  fairest  hopes  of  the 
land  were  dragged  away  in  bondage,  and  to  bleed  on 
the  stone  of  sacrifice. 

To  all  these  appalling  evils  the  Totonacs,  among 
others,  were  exposed,  when  soldiers  appeared  on  their 
shores  bearing  aloft  the  symbol  of  charity,  of  deliver- 
ance. The  crushed  family  appealed  to  them,  also  the 
writhing  slaves,  for  from  the  altars  of  hideous  idols 
rose  the  dying  shrieks  of  youths  and  maidens.  But  a 
short  time  before  knights  of  difierent  orders  swarmed 
over  Europe, the  professed  champions  of  the  oppressed; 
and  the  spirit  of  the  crusaders  still  lingered  m  Spain, 
in  form  if  nothing  more;  and  what  Christian  soldier 
could  unheedingly  view  such  outrages ! 

Montezuma  and  his  people  were  inhuman  monsters, 
and  Grotius,  Montesquieu,  and  others  who  should 
know,  say  that  war  in  behalf  of  humanity  is  a  duty;** 
and  this  notwithstanding  the  remedy  be  tenfold  more 
inhuman  than  the  disease. 

Not  that  the  Spaniards  were  insincere  in  their 
proffers  of  such  excuses;  duty  comes  to  us  in  the  color 
of  our  desires.  Moreover,  they  were  fresh  from  the 
Moorish  wars;  they  were  imbued  with  a  religious' 
exaltation  and  chivalric  sentiment  that  placed  before 
them  in  varied  light  duty  to  their  God,  their  king,  and 
themselves.  For  centuries  they  had  been  trained  to 
devote  life  and  possessions  to  advance  the  interests  of 
sovereign  and  church.  Many  of  the  noblest  charac- 
teristics were  interwoven  in  the  nature  of  Cortes,  and 
also  with  admirable  distinctness  in  such  men  aa  Juan 
Velazquez,  Sandoval,  and  Puertocarrero.  In  others 
we  find  the  dignity  of  the  hidalgo  upheld  without 

"Non  dubitamus  quin  juata  sint  bella. .  .in  eoB  qui  homanam  carn«ai 
epulantur/  etc.  J)e  Jurt  Belli,  lib.  ii.  cap.  zx.  , 
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marked  stain,  and  this  notwithstanding  the  tendency 
to  intrigue,  the  disregard  for  truth  and  justice,  and  a 
yielding  to  certain  vices  on  the  part  of  leaders,  and 
the  greed  and  brutality  of  rank  and  file.  But  even 
among  the  common  soldiers,  in  fairness  we  cannot 
disregard  the  echo  of  noble  sentiment,  the  aspiration 
toward  high  emprise  there  present.  It  is  the  leader, 
however,  who  with  all  his  selfish  cruelties  and  un- 
principled trickeries  must  ever  remain  the  central 
figure  of  our  admiration.  If  ever  there  was  a  hero, 
a  genius  of  war  worthy  the  adoration  of  war  wor- 
shippers, if  ever  there  were  grand  conception  and 
achievement,  all  were  vividly  displayed  in  the  mind 
and  person  of  Hernan  Cortes. 

An  able  French  writer,  comparing  the  siege  of 
Mexico  with  that  of  Troy,  depicts  Cortes  as  an 
Achilles  in  whom  were  combined  the  talents  of  Aga- 
memnon and  Ulysses.** 

In  some  respects,  and  as  compared  with  his  com- 
panions, he  indeed  approached  the  deity  the  Mexi- 
cans thought  him.  Behold  him  out  upon  this  venture, 
throwing  life  to  the  winds  that  waft  him  from  Cuba, 
sinking  his  ships  behind  him,  plunging  into  the  heart 
of  a  hostile  country,  and  with  a  handful  of  men  opposing 
powerful  armies,  quelling  insurrections,  capturing  his 
captors,  turning  enemies  into  allies,  balancing  upon 
his  finger  contending  powers,  and  after  the  grand  cata- 
clysm opened  by  him  on  the  central  plateau  has  spent 
itself,  he  quietly  pockets  the  prize.  No  Alexander, 
or  Scipio,  or  Caesar,  or  Napoleon  ever  achieved  results 
so  vast  with  means  so  insignificant.  It  was  indeed  a 
rare  piracy! 

Taken  as  a  whole,  the  testimony  of  eye-witneaees  and  the  early  chroniclers 
on  the  conquest  may  be  considered  as  fully  up  to  the  average  of  historical 
evidence.  While  there  was  no  little  exaggeration,  and  some  downright 
mendacity,  such  were  the  number  of  the  witnesses,  the  time,  place,  and  cir- 
cumstances of  their  several  relations,  and  the  clearness  of  their  testimony, 
that  we  find  no  difficulty  with  regard  to  any  important  matters  in  determining 

^  Alvarado  was  Ajax ;  Maxixcatzin,  Kestor;  Quauhtemotzm,  Hector.  CA«- 
mlier,  Mex.  Ancient  232-41. 
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truth  and  falsehood.  When  in  addition  to  the  writings  of  the  SpaniardB  we 
have  native  reoorda  and  architectural  remains  as  collateral  evidence,  every 
honeet  searcher  after  truth  may  be  satisfied. 

In  regard  to  the  two  writers  by  the  name  of  Diaz  who  accompanied 
the  first  expedition  to  Mexico,  I  have  spoken  of  the  Idnerario  de  Orijalva 
of  the  priest,  and  before  closing  this  volume  I  will  review  the  Hiataria 
Verdadera  of  the  soldier.  Following  these  were  the  memorials  of  the  rela- 
tives of  Velazquez,  wholly  unreliable ;  the  relation  of  the  Anonymous  Con- 
queror, whose  statements  were  for  the  most  part  true ;  many  documents,  such 
as  the  Carta  del  MgircUo,  and  Probanza  de  Lfjalde,  as  well  as  the  Cartas  de 
Cort4»,  in  the  main  true,  but  which  may  properly  be  accepted  only  after  close 
scrutiny  and  careful  comparison ;  the  reports  of  Zurita,  and  the  innumerable 
papers  and  documents  lately  brought  to  light  by  Navarrete,  Bamirez,  Icazbal- 
eeta,  Temaux-Compans,  and  others,  and  published  as  Coleccion  de  Documentos 
ItUdJUoBy  Coleccion  de  Doeumentos  para  la  Hittoria  de  Mexico^  etc.;  native  and 
Spanish  historians,  Tezozomoc,  Camargo,  and  Ixtlilxochiti;  Duran,  Veytia, 
Sahagun,  Mendieta,  and  Las  Casas ;  Oviedo,  Peter  Martyr,  and  Gomara ;  Her- 
rera,  Torquemada,  Solis,  and  Clavigero;  Bustamante,  Robertson,  Prescott, 
and  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg.  These  and  others  of  but  little  inferior  importance 
■offer  ample  foundation  on  which  the  modem  historian  may  safely  rear  his 
auperstructure. 

I  say  that  it  is  easy  enough  to  determine  truth  from  falsehood  in  such  a 
atudy  as  this,  where  the  evidence  is  so  abundant  and  the  witnesses  are  so  widely 
separated.  When  Torquemada  enters  into  a  long  argument  to  show  that  the 
misery  wrought  by  the  conquest  was  the  punishment  by  God  for  the  vices  of 
the  Mexicans,  I  do  not  discuss  the  matter.  I  willingly  admit  that  the  ancient 
historian  knew,  if  indeed  he  knew  anything  about  it,  more  concerning  the 
mind  of  the  deity  than  the  modem,  though  the  latter  might  ask  if  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  Spaniards  were  not  in  like  manner  on  account  of  their  vices. 

The  books  treating  of  Cortes'  achievements,  as  I  have  said,  form  an  im- 
mense array,  as  may  be  expected  from  the  importance  and  interest  of  what 
Hobertson  justly  terms  **the  most  memorable  event  in  the  conquest  of 
America^"  involving  the  subjugation  of  the  richest  and  most  advanced  coun 
try  therein,  the  fall  of  its  beautiful  and  renowned  city,  and  one  of  the  most 
daring  campaigns  ever  undertaken.  The  narrative  reads  Indeed  like  a  ro- 
mance rather  than  history  based  on  stem  facts,  and  it  is  not  strange  that 
men  have  arisen  who  seek  to  cast  doubt,  not  alone  on  certain  incidents,  but  on 
the  main  features  of  the  achievement  and  the  field. 

One  method  of  doubt  has  been  to  lower  the  estimate  of  native  culture 
and  resources;  to  sneer  at  the  large  cities,  magnificent  palaces,  regal  state, 
certain  industrial  and  fine  arts,  picture-writing,  and  other  evidences  of  a  higher 
•culture.  Such  statements  reveal  to  the  experienced  student  a  lamentable  dis- 
regard or  ignorance  of  evidence  extant,  of  ruins  .with  their  massive  form, 
their  beautifully  designed  ornamentation,  their  admirable  sculptured  and 
plastic  delineation  of  the  human  figure,  both  far  in  advance  of  the  conven- 
tional specimens  of  Egypt,  and  the  former  equal  in  many  respects  to  the  pro- 
•ductions  of  the  higher  Greek  art.  The  picture-writing,  again,  reveals  the 
phonetic  element  so  developed  as  to  endow  tiie  Mexicans  with  that  high  proof 
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of  coltara,  written  records,  applied  not  only  to  historic  incideotB  and  < 

facts,  bat  to  abetmct  subjects  of  philosophic,  scientific,  and  poetic  nature,  as 

instanced  in  my  NaJUioe  Bace», 

It  needed  not  the  official  inTestigation  institated  by  the  Spanish  goTem- 
ment  to  confirm  the  mute  testimony  of  relics,  and  the  virid  declaration  of 
chroniclers.  Native  records  exist  in  safficient  abundance  to  speak  for  them- 
selves ;  records  written  by  and  for  the  people,  and  therefore  free  from  any 
suspicion  of  misrepresentation ;  records  used  by  a  number  of  writers  for  ob- 
taining that  insight  into  esoteric  features  of  Nahua  institutions  which  could 
not  well  be  acquired  by  Spaniards.  The  translation  of  these  records,  as  re- 
produced in  the  volumes  of  Sahagun,  Ixtlilxochitl,  Kingsborongh,  and  others, 
with  copies  of  original  paintings,  have  been  carefully  used  both  for  the  Native 
Bomb  and  the  histories  of  Mexico  and  Guatemala,  and  introduced  indeed  more 
thoroughly  in  this  series  as  evidence  than  by  any  modem  writer  on  the  subject, 
not  excepting  the  learned  AbbiS  Brasseur  de  Bourbourg,  though  unlike  thia 
enthusiast  I  have  not  allowed  myself  to  accept  this  evidence  with  the  same 
non-critical  bias.  I  have  merely  used  it  for  what  it  is  worth,  after  applying 
severe  analytic  tests.  Certain  points  may  be  covered  by  merely  one  or  two- 
authorities  ;  but  even  then  the  erudite  student  will  readily  determine  the  value 
of  the  testimony  from  internal  evidence,  while  in  the  generality  of  cases  he 
will  find  a  number  of  versions  by  natives  and  Spaniards,  by  partisans  and 
rivals,  whose  contradictions  will  aid  him  in  determining  the  truth. 

In  a  previous  bibliographic  note  I  have  pointed  out  the  many  internal 
evidences  furniahed  by  the  letters  of  Cort^,  of  undoubted  reliability  on  most 
points,  in  their  minuteness,'  their  frank  soldierly  tone,  and  other  features. 
They  are  besides  confirmed  in  all  the  more  essential  points  by  the  contempo- 
raneous letters  from  the  municipality  of  ViUa  Rica  and  the  army,  the  sworn 
depositions  before  the  royal  notary  by  leading  officers,  the  narratives  of  Andrea 
de  Tdpia,  and  others.  Still  stronger  confirmation  is  given  in  the  complaints 
and  memorials  issued  by  enemies  and  rivals  of  the  great  captain,  who  in  their 
efforts  to  detract  from  Ms  character  and  achievements  provide  the  historian 
with  material  that  enables  him  to  avoid  the  pitfalls  abounding  even  in  the- 
honest  narratives  of  partisans,  either  from  sympathy,  from  lack  of  thorough 
knowledge,  or  from  hearsay.  Such  testimony  is  abundant  in  the  residencia 
investigations  of  Cort6s,  Alvarado,  Guzman,  and  others,  all  which  contain 
voluminous  testimony  on  the  most  important  questions.  Prescott's  oppor- 
tunities for  consulting  new  material  were  vastly  superior  to  those  of  his  pre- 
decessors. If  mine  have  been  correspondingly  greater,  it  may  perhaps  to  some 
extent  be  due  to  the  example  set  by  him  in  his  earnest  researches,  and  because 
since  the  publication  of  his  volumes,  private  individuals  and  learned  societiea 
have  striven  with  increased  enthusiasm  to  bring  to  light  hidden  material, 
notably  from  the  rich  archives  of  Spain  and  certain  Latin- American  states. 

From  this  mass  of  what  may  be  termed  documentary  evidence  we  turn  to 
the  regular  historians  and  narrators,  beginning  with  Peter  Martyr  and  Oviedo, 
who  both  adhere  chiefly  to  Cort^,  though  the  latter  adds  other  versions  by 
different  eye-witnesses.  Sahagun*s  account  contains  a  strange  admixture  of 
native  absurdities  and  vague  recollections  of  converted  soldiers.   A  more  com- 
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plete  Tenion  is  giTen  by  Gomara,  the  biographer  of  the  great  captain,  who  had 
aooess  to  private  and  pablic  archiYes  and  individual  narratives  now  lost;  bat' 
he  frequently  odors  the  incidents  to  the  credit  of  his  hero  and  his  profession. 
Nevertheless  the  value  of  the  text  is  testified  to  by  his  Mexican  translator 
Ghimalpain,  who  adds  some  interesting  &ctft£rom  native  records  and  personal 
knowledge.  The  Tezcncan  writer  Ixtlilxochitl  also  follows  htm  pretty  closely 
for  the  Spanish  side,  while  the  archives  left  him  by  his  royal  ancestors  and 
different  narratives  furnish  the  other  side,  frequently  absurd  and  highly 
colored.  Camargo  gives  a  rather  brief  Tlascalteo  version.  Gomara's  coloring, 
which,  in  accordance  with  the  method  of  most  historians,  leaves  the  credit  for 
achievements  with  the  leader,  roused  the  feelings  of  more  than  one  of  the 
soldiers  who  had  shared  in  the  glories  of  that  period,  and  Bemal  Dias 
promptly  began  to  write  his  celebrated  Historia  Verdadera,  which  professes 
to  tell  the  true  story  and  rectify  in  particular  the  so-called  blunders  of 
Gomara.  Although  this  profession  is  not  always  to  be  relied  on,  the  story  is 
most  valuable  from  its  exceeding  completeness,  its  many  new  facts,  and  its 
varied  version.  Kot  long  after,  Herrera,  the  official  historiographer,  began 
his  decades,  wherein  for  the  conquest  he  uses  the  material  already  printed, 
with  a  leaning  toward  Gomara,  yet  with  several  additional  narratives  to  per- 
fect his  own  revised  version,  notably  that  of  Ojeda,  a  leading  officer  under 
Cort^,  and  also  no  small  mass  of  material  from  the  archives  of  Spain.  Tor- 
quemada  copies  him  for  the  most  part,  though  he  adds  much  native  testimony 
from  Sahagun,  from  a  Tezcucan  writer,  and  others,  making  his  account  of  the 
conquest  the  most  complete  up  to  that  time.  Solis  elaborates  with  little 
critique,  and  with  a  verboseness  and  grandiloquence  that  tire.  Vetancurt's 
version  is  comparatively  brief,  with  few  additions,  and  Robertson's  is  a  brill- 
iant summary ;  but  Clavigero,  while  adding  not  much  to  Torquemada's  bulky 
account,  presents  it  in  quite  a  new  form,  pruned  of  verboseness,  re-arranged 
in  a  masterly  manner,  and  invested  with  a  philosophic  spirit  altogether 
superior  to  anything  presented  till  Prescott's  time.  On  the  above  historians 
and  some  of  Gort^'  letters  are  founded  the  immense  array  of  minor  accounts 
and  summaries  on  the  conquest,  both  in  separate  and  embodied  form,  some  of 
them  provided  with  occasional  observations,  but  for  the  great  part  they  con- 
tain nothing  of  any  value  to  the  student.  Those  after  Presoott's  time  follow 
him  as  a  rule.  Mexican  accounts  might  naturally  be  expected  to  present 
useful  features,  but  such  is  hardly  the  case.  Alaman,  Ramirez,  Icazbaloeta, 
Orozco  y  Berra,  Bustamante,  and  certain  writers  in  the  Boletin  of  the  Mexican 
(^graphical  Society,  have  brought  to  light  several  documents  and  monographs 
bearing  on  particular  incidents  and  features;  but  no  complete  account  of  real 
value  has  been  written,  Carbajal's  pretentious  version  being  almost  wholly  a 
plagiarism  from  Clavigero,  Mora's  a  hasty  compilation,  and  so  on.  As  for 
the  new  bulky  Spanish  version  by  Zamacois,  it  is  not  only  verbose  but  super- 
ficial and  narrow  in  its  research,  blundering  even  where  Prescott  points  the 
way,  and  representing  more  a  fetdlleton  issue  than  a  history. 

Bemal  Diaz  del  Castillo  is,  as  I  have  said,  the  main  historian  of  the  con- 
quest, from  the  exhaustive  thoroughness  of  his  material,  as  compared  with 
other  original  writers,  and  from  his  participation  in  all  its  leading  scenes. 
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including  the  diacoTary  voyages.  For  aboat  half  a  century  he  Burrivec,  and 
sees  oommde  after  comrade  diai^pear  from  the  field  till  but  five  of  Cort^*, 
original  company  remain,  "all  of  as  veiy  old,  suffering  from  infirmities,  and 
very  poor,  burdened  with  sons  and  daughters  to  marry,  and  grandchildren, 
and  with  but  a  small  income ;  and  thua  we  pass  our  days  in  toil  and  misery.** 
He  is  not  so  badly  off,  however,  as  he  would  have  us  believe,  for  a  comfortable 
encomienda  supplies  every  want,  and  numerous  descendants  throng  round  to 
minister  to  his  comfort  and  listen  to  his  tales.  But  as  he  recalls  the  great 
achievements  wherein  he  participated,  he  sweUs  with  the  importance  of  the 
events,  and  dwelling  on  the  multiplied  treasures  he  has  assisted  to  capture,  the 
reward  sinks  to  insignificance.  It  is  but  the  chronic  grumble,  however,  of  an 
old  soldier  that  half  the  continent  would  not  satisfy.  Springing  from  a  poor 
and  humble  family  of  Medina  del  Gampo,  in  old  Castile,  he  had  embarked  at 
an  early  age  wiUi  the  expedition  of  Pedrarias  in  1514  to  seek  fortune  in 
Darien.  Failing  there,  he  drifts  to  Cuba  in  time  to  join  the  discovery  parties 
of  C6rdoba  and  Grijalva.  Subsequently  he  enlists  under  Cort^  as  a  common 
soldier,  yet  somewhat  above  the  mass  in  the  favor  of  his  chief.  "Soldado  dis- 
tinguido,**  says  Juarros,  implying  higher  birth ;  but  this  is  doubtful  There  is 
hardly  a  prominent  incident  of  the  conquest  in  which  he  does  not  participate, 
being  present  in  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  nineteen  battles,  according  to 
his  enumeration,  whereof  many  a  scar  remains  to  bear  witness,  and  many  a 
trophy  to  attest  his  valor.  In  due  time  he  receives  his  share  of  repartimientos 
of  land  and  serfs,  and  settles  in  Goazacoalco  as  regidor,  with  sufficient  means 
to  feed  a  taste  that  procures  for  him  the  not  ill-esteemed  nickname  of  Dandy. 
From  his  life  of  contentment,  though  not  equal  to  his  claims,  he  is  torn  by 
the  Honduras  expedition  under  CorUs,  who  gives  him  at  times  the  command 
of  a  small  party,  whence  comes  the  sported  title  of  captain.  Afterward  for 
a  time  he  drifts  about,  and  finally  settles  in  Guatemala  city  with  the  rank  of 
regidor  perp^tuo,  and  with  a  respectable  encomienda,  obtained  partly  through 
the  representations  of  Cortes  to  the  king.  He  marries  Teresa,  daughter  of 
Bartolom^  Becerra,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  city,  and  repeatedly  its  alcalde, 
and  has  several  children,  whose  descendante  survive  to  witness  the  overthrow 
of  the  royal  banner  planted  by  tEeir  forefather.  t>randsons  figure  as  deans 
of  the  city  church,  and  an  historian  of  the  adopted  country  rises  in  Fuentes 
y  Guzman.  Pinelo^  Epitome^  ii.  604;  Gonzalez  DdviUi,  Teatro  Ecles,,  i.  177; 
Memorial  de  Conqutstadores,  in  Monumentos  Admin,  Mumc,  MS.;  Juarros, 
(htat,,  i.  338,  350;  Torquemada,  i.  351. 

The  leisure  afforded  him  in  Guatemala,  broken  by  little  save  the  inspec- 
tion of  his  estate,  gave  opportunity  for  indulging  in  the  reveries  of  by-gone 
days.  Histories  of  achievements  were  nearly  all  connected  with  the  great 
Cort^,  famed  on  every  lip;  yet  that  fame  had  been  acquired  with  the  aid 
of  soldiers  who  like  himself  had  been  consigned  to  an  obscure  comer  of  the 
vast  domains  conquered  by  them.  It  did  not  seem  right  to  the  scarred 
veteran  that  the  fruite  of  combined  toil  should  fall  to  one  or  two  alone; 
that  he  himself  should  be  regarded  far  less  than  hundreds  of  upstarts  whose 
only  deeds  had  been  to  reap  the  field  won  by  him  and  his  comrades.  He 
would  teU  his  tale  at  all  events;  and  forthwith  he  began  to  arrange  the  notes 
formed  during  his  career,  and  to  uplift  the  curtains  of  memory  for  retrospec- 
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iive  views.  While  thua  oocupied  he  came  upon  the  history  by  Gomara,  and 
peroeiving  "his  great  rhetoric,  and  my  work  ao  erode,  I  stopped  writing,  and 
even  felt  aahamed  to  let  it  appear  among  notable  persona.  **  Bat  iioding  that 
the  biographer  of  Gort^  had  committed  many  blunders,  and  had  colored  the 
narrative  on  behalf  of  his  patron,  he  again  aeized  the  pen,  with  the  double 
purpose  of  correcting  auch  errors  and  of  vindicating  his  slighted  comrades. 
Faithfully  he  carried  out  his  plan,  recording  name  after  name  of  brave  fellows 
who  shed  lustre  on  the  flag,  who  freely  risked  their  lives  in  gallant  encounters, 
or  who  gave  their  last  breath  for  church  and  king.  While  dwelling  lovingly 
on  humble  companions,  whose  cause  he  espoused,  he  detracts  little  from  the 
leaders  and  cavaliers.  He  describes  their  appearance  and  traits  with  a  graphic 
fidelity  that  seems  to  bring  them  before  us  in  person;  he  freely  accords  them 
every  credit,  and  if  he  spares  not  their  vices  they  are  seldom  brought  forward 
in  a  captious  or  ill-natured  spirit.  On  the  contrary,  he  frequentiy  covers  dis- 
agreeable facts  in  deference  to  the  dead.  This  general  fairness  of  dealing  is 
particularly  noticeable  in  regard  to  Cort^  whom  nevertheless  he  sometimes 
severely  criticises;  and  while  Diaz  assumes  for  his  side  the  credit  of  many  a 
suggestiop  and  deed,  yet  he  is  ever  the  loyal  soldier,  and  frequently  takes  up 
the  cudgel  in  behalf  of  the  honored  leader  when  others  seek  to  assail  him.  He 
admires  iJie  great  captain  hardly  less  than  himself.  Indeed,  to  say  that  the 
old  campaigner  was  vain  is  stating  it  mildly.  Two  licentiates  who  read  the 
manuscript  pointed  this  out  to  him,  but  he  replied,  "Whom  does  it  harm? 
Ko  one  praises  an  old,  broken>down  soldier,  so  I  must  even  praise  myself.  It 
is  a  duty  I  owe  not  only  to  my  fair  name  but  to  my  descendants."  He  re- 
vives in  his  narrative  and  carries  us  back  with  him  to  those  stirring  days,  de- 
picting now  the  hardships  of  the  march,  now  the  new  countries  and  races  that 
appear;  then  he  enters  into  the  heat  of  battie  with  a  fidelity  that  brings  the 
din  and  turmoil  vividly  before  us;  and  anon  we  see  the  adventurers  in  camp, 
in  their  social  relations,  relieved  by  pleasing  episodes.  He  enters  thoroughly 
into  their  hopes  and  feelings,  deeds  and  life;  he  grows  eloquent  and  pathetic 
by  turns,  and  reveals  also  the  undercurrent  of  piety  and  zeal  which  pervaded 
the  rakish  crew.  Here  is.  the  gossipy  frankness  of  Herodotus,  illumined  by 
many  a  quaint  observation  and  many  a  blunt  sally.  Bernal  Diaz  had  but  the 
rudiments  of  education,  which  nevertheless  was  above  the  average  among  his 
fellow-soldiers;  but  he  had  evidently  read  a  littie  in  later  years,  to  judge  by 
his  allusions  to  classic  history,  though  not  enough  to  acquire  more  than  a 
mediocre  proficidhcy  in  grammar.  There  is  a  minuteness  of  detail  at  times 
wearisome,  and  garrulous  digression  and  repetition ;  but  a  simple  perspicuity 
pervades  the  whole  narrative,  which  makes  it  easy  to  follow,  while  the  frank- 
ness and  frequent  animation  &re  pleasing.  Much  of  it  appears  to  have  been 
dictated,  perhaps  to  some  one  of  his  children,  **cuyo  manuscrito  se  conserva 
en  el  archive  de  esta  municipalidad."  JU^  in  Oaceta  Nic.,  June  24,  1865.  It 
was  given  for  perusal  to  different  persons,  and  several  copies  made;  but 
none  cared  to  assume  its  publication.  Sixty  years  later,  however.  Friar 
Alonso  Bemon,  chronicler  of  the  Merced  order  in  Spain,  found  one  set  in  the 
library  of  Bamirez  del  Prado,  of  the  Council  of  the  Indies,  and  perceiving  the 
importance  of  the  narrative,  he  caused  it  to  be  printed  at  Madrid  in  1632 
nnder  the  titie  of  Hktoria  Verdadera  de  la  Conquista  de  la  Nueva-Eapafia, 
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Bemon  dying  during  the  pnblicationy  Friir  Gabriel  Adiuno,  "nunc  Hydnn^ 
tiiniB  pnesol,''  AnUmio^  Bib.  Hitp.  Nova,  iu.  224,  took  it  in  chuge.  Serecal 
diaerepancies  indicate  that  reviriona  have  been  made,  and  Vazquez,  Chnm, 
Chiat.,  G24,  idioae  jealousy  aa  m  friar  was  anwaed  by  allnmanw  to  Father 
Olmedo,  Cort^i'  oompanion,  compared  the  print  with  the  original  copy  and 
pointed  out  several  differencea.  A  second  edition,  bearing  the  date  1632; 
though  published  later  probably,  oontains  an  additional  chapter  on  omens, 
which  appears  in  others  of  the  many  editions  and  translations  issued  in  diflGor- 
ent  countries,  even  of  late  years. 

Perhaps  the  most  dear-sighted  writer  on  Mexico  during  the  last  oentniy 
was  F^andsoo  Javier  Clavigero,  himself  a  native  of  that  country,  and  bom  mi 
Vera  Cruz  in  1731.  His  father  was  a  Leonese,  whose  official  duties  called 
him  to  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  young  Frandsoo  profited  by  this 
to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  its  resources  and  idioms.  After  a  novitiate  of  three 
yean  at  the  Jesuit  college  of  Tepozotlan,  he  passed  to  that  at  Puebla,  and 
there  studied  philosophy  and  theology,  and  showed  particular  fondneas  for 
languages,  both  clasBic  and  native.  He  taught  rhetoric  and  philosophy  in  the 
principal  schools  of  the  country,  though  restricted  somewhat  by  the  superiors 
in  his  too  liberal  ideas,  for  which  Mexico  was  not  yet  considered  ripe.  Mean- 
while his  enthusiasm  centred  on  the  study  of  Aztec  histoiy  and  hieroglyphs, 
which  received  a  serious  check  in  the  expulsion  of  Jesuits  from  America  in 
1767.  He  sought  refuge  in  Italy,  staying  chiefly  at  Bologna,  where  he  founded 
an  academy,  and  having  oonsiderable  leisure  he  began  to  shape  the  results  of 
his  late  studies,  impelled  in  no  small  degree  by  the  writings  of  De  Panw  and 
Robertson,  which  grated  on  his  patriotic  spirit.  They  were  prepared  in 
Spanish,  but  the  authorities  giving  no  encouragement  for  their  publication  in 
Spain,  an  Italian  translation  was  made  and  issued  in  four  volumes,  as  Stona 
AfUica  del  Mes&ico,  Cesena,  1780,  dedicated  to  the  university  at  Mexico.  Sub- 
sequently a  Spanish  version  appeared,  but  not  before  several  editions  had 
been  published  in  England  and  other  countries.  The  first  volume  treats  of 
resources  and  ancient  history,  the  second  of  manners  and  customs,  the  third 
of  the  conquest,  and  the  fourth  consists  of  a  series  of  dissertations  on  the 
origin  of  the  Americans,  on  chronology,  physique,  languages,  and  other  points. 
They  have  been  widely  quoted,  and  Francisoo  Carbajal  de  Espinosa  has  shown 
such  appreciation  of  it  as  to  copy  almost  the  whole  text  iu  what  he  calls  his 
ffistoria  de  Mexico,  Mex. ,  1856,  2  vols.  Qavigero's  work  is  based  to  a  great 
extent  on  aboriginal  reoords  and  personal  observation,  and  the  old  chronicles 
have  been  largely  used;  but  their  cumbrous  and  confused  material  is  hers 
arranged  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  liberal-minded  philosopher  and  rhetorician. 
Indeed,  no  previous  work  in  this  field  can  at  all  compare  with  it  for  com- 
prehensiveness and  correctness,  depth  of  thought  and  clearness  of  expression. 
In  the  former  respect  he  greatly  surpasses  Bobertson  and  in  the  latter  ha 
may  be  classed  as  his  equal.  His  death,  which  took  pkice  at  Bologna  in  1787, 
found  him  in  the  midst  of  a  number  of  literary  projects,  called  forth  in  part 
by  the  success  of  the  Storia,  and  by  the  different  subjects  which  he  had  therein 
touched  but  lightly.  Among  these  works  was  the  Storia  delta  CdHforma, 
issued  at  Venice  two  years  after  his  death.    It  will  be  noticed  in  due  order. 
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Hiere  can  be  no  more  fitting  close  to  this  volnme  on  the  oonqnevt  of 
Mexico  than  a  tribute  of  esteem  to  William  Hickling  lYescott.  I  have 
noted  in  a  previous  volnme  his  amiable  weakness,  incidettt  to  the  times 
rather  than  to  the  man,  of  intensifying  the  chaxacter  of  prominent  personages 
so  as  to  present  the  good  better  and  the  bad  worse  tium  they  tmly  were,  in 
order  to  render  his  narrative  stronger  and  more  interesting  tiian  it  would  be 
otherwise;  but  this  is  nothing  as  compared  with  his  general  fairness,  united 
with  a  magnificent  style  and  philosophic  flow  of  thought.  I  have  noted  some  in- 
accuracies and  contradictions  in  his  history,  but  these  are  nothing  as  compared 
with  his  general  care  and  correctness  as  a  writer.  I  have  mentioned  material 
which  he  lacked,  but  this  is  nothing  as  compared  with  the  great  mass  of  fresh 
evidence  which  he  brought  to  enrich  his  subject.  Words  fail  to  express  my 
admiration  of  the  man,  the  scholar,  the  author.  Apart  from  the  din  and  dust 
of  ordinary  life,  he  lived  as  one  in  the  world  but  not  of  it»  pure  of  mind,  gentle 
of  heart,  and  surpassingly  eloquent. 

Mr  Prescott  was  bom  at  Salem,  Massachusetts,  May  4,  1796.  His  father, 
a  lawyer  of  rising  reputation,  then  thirty-four  years  of  age,  removed  his 
family  to  Boston  in  1800.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  William  entered  Harvard 
College.  While  engaged  in  a  boyish  frolic  one  day  during  his  junior  year  a 
large  hard  piece  of  bread,  thrown  probably  at  random,  struck  full  in  his  left 
eye,  forever  depriving  him  of  its  use.  Pursuing  his  studies  with  his  wonted 
cheerfulness,  he  graduated  in  1814,  and  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  in 
his  father's  office.  In  1815  a  rheumatic  inflammation  settled  in  his  right  eye, 
now  his  sole  dependence,  causing  him  much  pain  and  anxiety.  A  change  of 
climate  having  been  determined  upon,  he  embarked  for  the  Azores,  on  » 
visit  to  his  grandfather  Hickling,  then  United  States  consul  at  Saint  MichaeL 
There  he  remained  about  six  months,  confined  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
to  a  dark  room.  In  April  1816  he  embarked  for  London,  crossed  to  Paris, 
made  the  usual  Italian  tour,  and  the  following  year,  his  eye  becoming  worse, 
he  returned  home.  But  hope  for  the  restoration  of  his  sight  still  lingered, 
and  the  marvellous  buoyancy  of  his  spirits  never  deserted  him.  A  devoted 
sister  cheered  the  long  hours  of  his  solitude  by  readings  from  his  favorite 
authors.  A  literary  venture  made  at  this  time  in  a  contribution  to  the  North 
Avneriean  Review  failed ;  his  manuscript  was  returned,  and  his  sister,  alone  in 
the  secret,  was  enjoioed  to  silence. 

Leaving  his  darkened  chamber  and  mingling  again  with  society,  of  which 
he  was  ever  a  bright  ornament,  he  became  attached  to  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
C.  Amory,  a  Boston  merchant,  whom  he  married  on  his  twenty-fourth  birthday. 

Mr  Prescott  now  abandoned  the  hope  of  the  entire  restoration  of  his  eye. 
*  If  by  restrictions  of  diet  and  dieting  and  by  persistent  open-air  exercise  he 
might  preserve  a  partial  use  of  the  organ  he  would  rest  content  And  thus 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  At  times  he  was  in  almost  total  darkness, 
but  ordinarily  he  could  read  and  revise  his  manuscripts;  for  the  purpose  of 
writing,  however,  he  was  obliged  to  use  a  noctograph. 

Possessing  strong  literary  tastes,  and  an  aversion  to  law,  Mr  Prescott  deter- 
mined upon  literature  as  a  pursuit,  and  in  1826,  with  the  aid  of  a  secretary,  he 
began  a  systematic  course  of  reading  for  a  history  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella. 
For  three  years  and  a  half  he  pursued  this  preparatory  labor;  in  1829  he  began 
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writing,  pablithing  the  work  in  1887.  Ton  of  the  best  yews  of  his  life  Mr 
Presoott  claims  to  have  demoted  to  this  book;  andforthenseof  thestereotype* 
plates,  which  Mr  Presoott  supplied  at  his  own  cost,  and  the  right  to  pablishi 
twelve  hundred  and  fifty  copies,  the  American  Stationers*  Company  agreed 
to  pay  the  som  of  one  thousand  dollars.  Bat  money  was  not  the  author's 
object.  The  publication  in  London  was  offered  to  John  Murray  and  to  the 
Longmans,  and  was  declined  by  both.  Bentley  finally  became  the  London  pub- 
lisher. The  work  was  well  received  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantio;  it  was  trans- 
lated into  several  languages,  and  procured  for  the  author  »t  once  m  world-wide- 
reputation.  The  Conquest  qf  Mexico  was  a  worthy  outgrowth  of  so  splendid  a. 
creation  as  the  Ferdinand  and  leabeUa,  The  year  following  the  publication  of 
his  first  work,  and  after  having  sent  to  Spain  and  Mezioo  for  materials  for 
histories  of  the  conquests  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  Mr  Presoott  learned  acciden- 
tally that  Mr  Irving  was  engaged  on  similar  work.  He  wrote  Irving,  acquaint- 
ing him  of  the  fact,  and  the  latter  retired  gracefully  from  the  field.  In  1843 
the  Conquul  of  Mexico  i^peared,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Harpers,  who  paid 
17500  for  the  use  of  the  plates  and  the  right  to  publish  5000  copies.  The 
CcnqucBt  of  Peru  was  published  in  1847;  PhiUp  the  Second  in  185&-8;  and 
Robertmm*e  Charle$  the  I\fih  in  1866.  Mr  Presoott  died  of  apoplexy  in  the 
sixty-third  year  of  his  age. 

For  his  Conqueet  qfMexko,  besides  all  printed  material  extant,  Mr  Prescott 
drew  upon  a  large  mass  of  new  information  in  manuscript,  from  several  sooroes, 
notably  from  the  valuable  collection  of  Mulioe,  brought  together  for  an  in- 
tended history  of  America;  that  of  Vargas  Ponce,  obtained  chiefly  book 
Seville  archives ;  that  of  Navarrste,  president  of  the  Boyal  Academy  of  Hirtoiy 
at  Madrid;  and  the  archives  of  Cortte'  heirs,  all  of  which  shed  new  light  ooi 
almost  every  section  of  the  subject.  His  deep  research,  manifest  throughout- 
in  copious  foot-notes,  is  especially  displayed  in  the  very  appropriate  introduc- 
tion on  Mexican  civilisation,  which  enables  the  reader  to  gain  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  people  whose  subjugation  he  follows.  Good  judgment  is 
also  attested  in  the  dissertation  on  the  moot  question  of  the  origin  of  this 
culture,  wherein  he  prudently  abstains  from  any  decided  conclusions.  The 
fact  of  occasional  inaocuracies  cannot  be  severely  criticised  when  we  consider 
the  infirmity  under  which  the  author  labored.  Since  his  time  so  great  a  maaa 
of  material  has  been  brought  to  light  that  the  aqpect  of  history  is  much 
changed.  This  new  material  consists  partly  of  native  records,  and  it  ia  due 
to  his  unaoquaintsnoe  with  these  records  that  a  great  lack  is  implied  in  his* 
pages.  The  fact  that  Prescott  relied  too  much  on  Spanish  material  may  ac- 
count for  the  marked  bias  in  favor  of  the  conquerors  in  many  instances  where 
strict  impartiality  might  be  expected,  and  for  the  condemnatory  and  reflective- 
assertions  which  at  times  appear  in  direct  contradiction  to  previous  lines  of 
thought.  At  times,  as  if  aware  of  this  tendency,  he  assumes  a  calmness  that- 
ill  fits  the  theme,  giving  it  the  very  bias  he  seeks  to  avoid.  Yet  with  all  thia 
it  i»  safe  to  say  that  few  histories  have  been  written  in  which  the  qualities  of 
philosopher  and  artist  are  so  h^ipily  blended. 
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